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State Deputy’s Message
My brothers at all levels of involvement,

This will be my last message to you as your State Deputy.
The past two years really flew by as many had warned “in
the blink of an eye.”

I would like to think that I had a successful tenure as the
State Deputy of one of the finest jurisdictions within our
Order.

As proof I guess we can look at the number of awards
that were given out at our Convention. Awards for excel-
lent service to our Church, our communities, our Councils
and for the youth.

This success however was not mine alone nor that of the
State Officers, but reflects on the dedication and support
of the Councils and the members.

I did, however, have an excellent corps of State Officers
and I am extremely proud to have served with them.

My thanks also to my Program Director, Bob Hatler; my
Membership Director, Fred Shaver; my Retention Director,
Ray Sands; and all the other Directors and Chairmen of
the various programs.

Another man who was invaluable to me is my Chief of
Staff, Don Cleary, who is always there to advise and con-
sult. His vast experience was always a great benefit to me.
To the man that I often call the “6th State Officer,” my
good friend, John Connell, words cannot express my grati-
tude. I know that is an often-used phrase, but in this case
it is truly applicable.

To the men in the middle—the corps of District Deputies—
you have my profound thanks and appreciation for the
hard work you do every day in an effort to project our
principles.

During my term I had occa-
sion to consult with our Past
State Deputies, all of who are
dedicated Knights of
Columbus who act always for
the good of our Order. I am
forever in your debt and it is
with excitement that I look
forward to joining your very
exclusive club.

One of the great friendships
that I developed was with our
State Chaplain, Bishop McDonnell, better known as Bishop
Mac. I had the distinct pleasure of driving the Bishop to
various meetings and events. The conversations we had
were always significant and interesting. Both Ann and I
will cherish the friendship that we have with Bishop Mac.
He truly exemplifies the priests we have all known and
loved. You should know that he prays for us always. May
the Good Lord continue His blessings on Bishop Mac.

As I do leave office, I am confident that the Knights of
Columbus in New Jersey will be served well by the incom-
ing slate of officers. To a man, they are dedicated Catholic
men, great family men and men that I am proud to call
my friends.

Of course, I cannot close without paying the greatest trib-
ute and gratitude to the love of my live, my wife, Ann,
and, of course, my family with whom I will now have
more time to spend.

May God bless each and every one of you.

Yours in Christ,
Herb Meyer
State Deputy

PENTECOST

Brother Knights,

We have recently celebrated the Feast of Pentecost.
Often it appears that as we speak of the Holy Trinity we
neglect considering of the Third Person of the Blessed
Trinity, The Holy Spirit. When you read through the New
Testament we sort of pass over the Holy Spirit. In the
New Testament the early Catholics always asked if the
new Christians had completed their entrance into our
Faith by receiving God, The Holy Spirit. St. John, the
Baptist’s Baptism was never enough. The laying on of
hands by the Apostles and their successors was necessary.
When we Baptize these days the Priest anoints the per-
son with Holy Chrism and lays hands on the individual
and calls on The Holy Spirit to come upon the newly

Baptized. In an emergency a
lay person can Baptize, but a
priest will later have to com-
plete the Sacrament if the
person lives. In Confirmation
the bishop or priest provid-
ing the Sacrament by anoint-
ing with Holy Chrism the per-
son’s head to complete the
individuals full membership
in the Church. Anointing
with Chrism is always a spe-
cial sign of the Church calling on the Holy Spirit to
strengthen the Catholics to perform the ministry they are
called to. The Bishop anoints the hands of the priest with

State Chaplain's Message

(continued on page 4)
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Brother Knights,

As we look back on a very successful State Convention and
the many, many program awards presented to councils
from all over the state, we are also mindful that the 2010
– 2011 Columbian year is quickly coming to an end. At this
time I want to take this opportunity to thank so many of
you for your support of the State Council Programs over
the past twelve months. This support was evident in the
reports submitted to me during the year and by the sub-
missions for consideration of State Council awards at the
convention. We had an extraordinary year in all program
areas with presentations made in every possible activity
where awards were open for consideration. All program
activity award winners and plaque and certificate recipi-
ents are available for review on the State Council website
under the Convention News.

In addition to individual council activity awards I want to
again note the councils who were the winners of the
overall six State Program Activity awards. There were
some truly remarkable things accomplished during the
year by the winning councils! In addition to receiving
these special awards the activity reports will be forwarded
to the Supreme Council for consideration of Supreme
awards.

All the submissions received, for the six activity awards,
were truly an amazing picture of what we as Knights are
all about. It was so gratifying and rewarding to read and
to see exactly what great things were being done by local
councils in New Jersey throughout the year. Choosing a
state winning program activity was very difficult and we
congratulate the local councils selected.

These awards went to:

CHURCH ACTIVITIES – South Plainfield Council 6203 –
South Plainfield, NJ

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES –
Msgr. James J. Zegers Council
9113 - Marmora, NJ

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES – Msgr.
John F. Baldwin Council 836 –
Brick, NJ

FAMILY ACTIVITIES – Our Lady
of the Mountains Council
3533, Livingston, NJ

PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES –
Ridgewood Council 1736 –
Ridgewood, NJ

YOUTH ACTIVITIES – St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671,
Clifton, NJ

In closing my last Program Director’s article I MUST person-
ally thank all my Directors and their chairmen for doing a
tremendous job in promoting, monitoring and managing
their activities throughout the year. These men are the
reason these programs are as successful as they are. They
make the work of the General Program Director an easier
one due to their dedication and hard work.

As for the upcoming year I look forward to working with
my brother State Officers, District Deputies and Grand
Knights in my new position as State Warden. Thank you
to all who showed their support of me and the other 2011
– 2012 state officers by electing us to represent all of you
at the convention. May God Bless you all!

Vivat Jesus,
Bob Hatler
State General Program Director

Brothers,

This year’s Convention has already come and gone and
now it is time to close out this Columbian year. As
always, we would like to finish strong with Membership
and get as many Councils as possible to reach Star status.
To support you in your efforts to reach Star Council and
District, we have a few reminders.

For those Councils who have met or will soon meet their
Membership and Insurance goals for this Columbian
year, we thank you for your hard work and effort. But,
please remember that in order to be recognized by
Supreme and State, your Council must submit all the
required forms. This includes forms #185 (Officers), 365
(Service Personnel), 1295 (Semi Annual Council Audit),
1728 (Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity) and the SP-7

(Columbian Award
Application). If the paper
work is not done, your job is
not finished.

Remember to qualify for the
Columbian Award and the
Star Council Award, all of the
above reports must be
received by Supreme before
the close of the Columbian
year. We repeatedly hear the
stories of those Councils who
did not qualify for an award simply because their reports
were not received by Supreme. Please do not let this

General Program Director’s Message

State Membership Chairman’s Message

(continued on page 4)
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happen to your Council, especially after meeting all the
other criteria for these awards. Check to make sure all
your reports are sent into Supreme.

Push your Council to recruit those last few members it
needs. This is an opportunity to pick up new prospects
that might have been on the fence all year; or maybe
the gentlemen who just recently completed the RCIA
program in your Parish; or maybe it is that man in your
Church that you sit close to every Sunday and is looking
for a way to put his Faith into action. Don’t forget the
names you collected in your last two Blitzes that you
were not able to contact or recruit. These men become
prime candidates for your recruitment efforts.  So, go
out and get them!

On another note, it is not too early to start working on
next year’s recruiting plans. The summer is an excellent
time to host an open house Bar-B-Que at your council.
Sponsor a horse shoe contest or help at the parish picnic.
Be sure to wear your K of C shirts so you can be seen.
Talk up the Knights of Columbus. Be prepared to tell
everyone why you are proud to be a Knight. Host a
degree in July & August so you can start the Columbian
year off with a running start at your Council’s member-
ship quota!

Since this will probably be my last writing, I would like to
thank my team for all their hard work this year. I would
like to thank our State Deputy Herb Meyer for giving me
the chance to serve, not to be served. Most of all I would
like to thank the many Knights that made this an inter-
esting year. I hope you all have Stars in your future. Keep
up your good works & deeds and keep recruiting.

Fraternally,
Fred Shaver, FDD
NJ State Membership Director

Membership (continued from page 3)
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To my Brothers at all levels of involvment,

It is with great pleasure that I can inform you that we
have been able to appoint Msgr. Michael Mannion to
the position of Associate Chaplain for the new State
Council. Msgr. Mannion will be a great asset to the State
Council and will be working very closely with State
Chaplain Charles McDonnell.

This appointment was discussed in detail with State
Deputy Elect Dan Rossi and Supreme Director Reggie
Beckett while at convention last month. Msgr. Mannion
was very open to this appointment and has some great
plans for the future. We all know Monsignor as a great
priest and homilist and is already chaplain to other orga-
nizations in the law enforcement community.

The only open item was the approval of Bishop Joseph
Galante which was just received.

I therefore welcome Msgr. Mannion to the State Council
and am extremely proud that this was achieved as one
of my last projects as I end my term of office.

Herb Meyer
State Deputy

Msgr. Mannion Appointed
Associate Chaplain

Chrism and pours Chrism on the head of the Bishop
when he ordains them. The Holy Spirit is called to be the
special strength for those all called to special ministry.

As Catholics we are all called upon by God to give good
example to our brothers and sisters by learning our Faith
as we grow and by living our Faith each day. It is impor-
tant that we constantly remind ourselves of our obliga-
tion to show that Faith to others. As Priests and Bishops
we are called to lead others and to work with our broth-
ers and sisters to show that Faith to others to show them
the wonders of the Faith God has given to us

The Holy Spirit is very important to us. We see in the
Holy Spirit the wondrous love that God has for us, and
the kind of love He asks us to show others. When Jesus
was nailed to the cross he willed to do it because of his
great love for each of us He asks us to love all our neigh-
bors as he loves us. As they nailed him to the cross he
called upon His Father “Father, forgive them, they know
not what they do”. Can we say that when others hurt
us? That is what Jesus asks of us.

God Bless, 
Bishop Mac

State Chaplain (continued from page 2)
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Knights Assembling at St. Padre Pio Shrine on 5-25-2011

New Jersey State Council 
Knights of Columbus Annual Charity
Golf Tournament
Brother Knights,

The New Jersey State Council Knights of Columbus Annual Charity Golf
Tournament will be held Monday, September 26, 2011 at Eagle Ridge Country
Club in Lakewood, New Jersey. Monsignor Baldwin Council 836 of Brick New
Jersey shall be the host Council and promises a terrific tournament. The tour-
nament is open to all Brother Knights, families and friends. There are many
ways Councils, Assemblies, Chapters, Federations and Insurance Agents can
support this event. You may want to sponsor a foursome, sponsor a hole,
take an Ad in the Ad Journal or donate a prize for the Tee Gifts or Door Prize
table. It is your support that makes this an exciting fun filled event.

$125.00 per golfer

Registration starts at 7 a.m. with continental breakfast

• Tee Gifts

• GPS Golf Carts

• Driving Range/Putting Greens

• 8 a.m. Shot Gun Start

• Scramble Play

• PGA Luncheon with 2 hours of refreshments

• Door Prizes

• Betting Holes

• Closest to the Pin

• Longest Drive

• Hole in One

Last month St. Joseph Council 3402
held its annual ARC Drive. Attached
is a photograph of Grand Knight
William Horton, Jr. Collecting at a
street corner with with two other
knights on the other corner. They
collected $696.00 in three hours for
the drive that day.

Fraternally,
William H. Horton, Jr.
Grand Knight

ARC Drive
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East Hanover Township
The East Hanover Knights of Columbus Council 6504
participated in the local Memorial Day Parade held on
Monday, May 30. The local council, who are the sponsors
for the Annual Spelling Bee, featured this year’s winners
and invited them to join them on their float. (Photo by
Carol Donatelli)

On May 21st, over 20 South Plainfield Knights of Columbus members and their children spent the morning placing Knights
flags on deceased member's graves at Holy Redeemer Cemetery. The Knights have been placing the flags for many years;
the Knights do this to honor their deceased members on Memorial Day. Over 120 flags were placed by the Knights. Three

years ago Chairmen Bob Longo and his son Phillip took this project over, they
identified each Knight's grave which made it a lot easier finding the graves.

Also as they have done for years, Father John Alvarado from Sacred Heart
Church held a special Mass at the Mausoleum on Memorial Day to celebrate
these members' lives. Grand Knight Joe Scrudato would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped make this a quick day and especially to Bob and Phillip
Longo. Missing from the picture is helper Rachel Scrudato who took the pic-
ture.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato, GK

Memorial Day

Members of the Knights of Columbus,
Bishop Justin J. McCarthy General
Assembly, noticed that the American
Flag at one of the local churches was
badly worn and tattered. On 9 April
2011, members of the Assembly present-
ed the Parish with a new flag, and
retired the old flag.

Fraternally,
Norm Glenn
Faithful Navigator

Flag Retired

Father Al led the Brigantine Knights Council 7020 in the
Memorial Day march.

Memorial Day Parade
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St. John’s Council 1345 Knights of Columbus,
Dumont/Bergenfield held a Pasta Dinner fundraiser for
Jane Baez daughter of longtime owner of Dumont
Hardware (Madison Ave.) Bill Salisbury. Jane suffers
from Wegener’s Disease a rare form of cancer. The
fundraiser was held on February 25th at the Knights of
Columbus Hall on Amour Place in Dumont. Due to the
tremendous outpour of friends, customers and local
residents the Pasta Dinner was a huge success, raising
over $16,000 to help Jane and her 4 children. The
Knights of Columbus donated and cooked the meal
for over 300 guests while live music was played free of
charge by Co-Chairman Lou Pidi and Frank Fectmuller,
who performed as “Deuces Wild.” Thank you to all
who attended and those who sent in donations.

Fraternally,
Bill Bochicchio, FDD
St. John's Council
1345 Bergenfield- Dumont

Pictured left to right: David Benson, Grand Knight; Bill Salisbury
Owner Dumont Hardware; Lou Pidi, Deputy Grand Knight, Event
Co-Chairman; Bill Bochicchio, Past Grand Knight and Event Co-chair-
man.

Successful Fundraiser Tops $16K

Msgr. Peter B O'Connor Assembly 1543 in North
Arlington, NJ with the help from members of Mary
Immaculate Council 12769 held their annual Veteran's
Breakfast in November with all monies raised going
towards veteran's needs. The two groups raised enough
money to purchase sixteen (16) 19 inch flat screen TV's
and fifty one (51) diabetic socks for the Paramus
Veteran's Home.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

Veteran's Cause

We are asking everyone to say a prayer for “Darkhorse”
3rd Battalion 5th Marines and their families. They are
fighting it out in Afghanistan and they have lost twelve
marines in four days. It would be nice to see the message
spread if more could pass it on. God Bless America and
God Bless the United States Marine Corps . . . Semper Fi,
Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers Forever.

Justin Allen, 23, Brett Linley, 29, Matthew Weikert, 29,
Justus Bartett, 27, Dave Santos, 21, Chase Stanley, 21,
Jesse Reed, 26, Matthew Johnson, 21, Zachary Fisher, 24,
Brandon King, 23, Christopher Goeke, 23, Sheldon Tate,
27.

All are Marines that gave their lives for YOU!

Fraternally,
John Malinowski, PGK, DD 51
Camden Diocese Retention Chairman
Araneo Chapter Vice President
Faithful Pilot Monsignor Moroney Assembly 0671

Prayer Request

The South Plainfield Knight of Columbus 6203 held their
2011 "Special Citizens Drive" last month. Over $10,000
was collected during the 4 day event from canning at
local business and donations received for this great
cause.

The following local business - The Corner Deli, Sherbans,
Oak Tree Liquors, & Mr. Subs have allowed the Knights
to have cans inside their stores all year for customers to
make donations. All proceeds collected will be donated
to three local special needs organizations. The Keystone
Community, The Midland School and The McCauley
School, all of which the South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus support throughout out the year.

The Knights would like to thank the following businesses
Sherbans Diner, Mr. Subs, Quik Chek, CVS, A&P,
Pathmark, Super Stop and Shop, Shop Rite, The Bagel
Pantry, Ciccio's Pizza, 7-11, TD Bank, Farmers Market,
Witty's Liquors Store and Oak Tree Liquors for allowing
the Knights to collected in front of their stores this year.

Chairmen and Grand Knight Joe Scrudato who would
like to thank all of the Knights members, Sister
Columbiettes and their family members who collected
for this drive. As well the Knights would like to thank
each and every South Plainfield resident who supported
this drive.

Lastly we would like to personally thank four people
who came down each day to help count the money.
They were Walter Kula, Theresa and Joe Bielinski and
Irene Butrico. Walter, Theresa, Joe and Irene put in many
hours counting over the weekend.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato, GK

Special Citizens Drive
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The photograph shows St. Joseph's Assembly 679 4th
Degree marching with the "Living Rosary" at Keyport's
Annual St. Patrick's Day Parade In March 2011. It takes
eight Sir Knights to display what is possibly the only
"Living Rosary."

Fraternally,
William H. Horton, Jr.
Grand Knight

Living Rosary

St. Paul's Knights of Columbus in Prospect Park is run-
ning a fun filled trip to Wildwood, NJ, Sept. 11-15.
Meals, transportation, hotel stay, side trips, etc., includ-
ed. $375 double/$450 single. Call John Witham at 973-
595-6530.

Fraternally,
Sonny Piccolo, Recorder
K of C Council 6903

Book Your Trip

Every March the Bergen Federation, comprised of forty-
three councils, runs a Bishops Night to honor the Bergen
County Bishop. Each council is asked to come to the
meeting and present a donation to the bishop to be
used for his charitable causes. This year twenty six dona-
tions were presented which came from The Bergen
Chapter & Federation, several assemblies, from councils
in the Bergen Deanery. St. Ann Council 2853 in Fair
Lawn was the host council this year.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

Bergen Federation President Vito Mazza with Bishop
John Flesey.

Bishops Night in Bergen County

When a local parish priest advised his parishioners at St.
Francis Church in Hoboken that the church was going to
run a fundraiser for little baby Sam Kelly members of
council 12769 came up with an idea to help. Baby Sam
was born 1 pound and 15 ounces in September of 2010
because his mother, who was on her way to work, was in
a car accident. The mom was just five months into her
pregnancy with the baby and lost half her water so the
doctors advised to abort the baby for they did not see
much of a chance for the child to live. The mother and
father decided against that and she held the baby two
more weeks before having the baby thru cesarean.
Seven months later the baby is still in intensive care but
thriving and around ten pounds but still having some
complications. The Church of St. Francis threw a “Best
Meatball in Hoboken Contest” and knights of 12769
worked behind scenes to purchase needed items like
table clothes, plates, cups, utensils and tins for the pasta
and meatballs to feed over three hundred guests (about
three hundred dollars of items was purchased.) Another
knight went out and received over one hundred and
fifty dollars in donated sports tickets and gift cards for
the 50/50 at the door. Lastly a knight from the council
made a five hundred dollar ($500) donation to the fami-
ly. The church raised over fourteen thousand dollars
($14,000) for the family.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

Council 12769 Aids Baby Kelly

On April 28 through May 1st. The Nights and family
members of the Santa Maria Council 1443 of Haddon
Township NJ held its annual Coin Drop for the benefit of
the Intellectual Disability Drive. Led by Jim Horan, who
coordinated and managed the event. A total of 280
hours successfully collected the sum of $5900.00. The
drive was conducted with the support of local business in
the area.

Fraternally,
Carmine Geonie
Santa Maria Council 1443

Intellectual Disability Drive
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For the last three years the Secaucus Knights of
Columbus, Mary Immaculate Council 12769, has run a
State K of C program called The Baby Bottle Boomer-
rang Project to help Pregnancy Crisis Centers in Hudson
and Bergen Counties. On the first weekend of the event
held in early January, members of the council hand out
empty bottles and explain the program to the parish-
ioners of Immaculate Conception Church (ICC) in
Secaucus. The next week the bottles that are returned
are put back into circulation for those that may have
missed the prior weeks hand out (the boomer-rang).
Finally the third week the majority of the bottles come
back and the donations are counted. Each year this pro-
gram has grown with the help from so many parish-
ioners of the parish, The Catholic Daughters of Secaucus,
People to People International and this year the kinder-
garten class of Miss. Angela Gravina, a parishioner at ICC
and a member of the choir, at Hoboken Catholic
Academy. Secaucus Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
Sir Knight Paul Pinkman (on the left) presented Anna
Natara from First Choice in Jersey City and Joe
Quattrocchi from Good Counsel Hoboken a check for

one thousand three hundred dollars each . A representa-
tive from Several Sources in Ramsey could not attend but
will also receive a check for the same amount.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

The Baby Bottle Boomer-rang Project Helps Pregnancy Crisis Centers

Secaucus Basketball Free Throw Winners.

District Free Throw Winners

People to People International's GIFT Student Chapter
participated in Knights of Columbus to support
Pregnancy Crisis Centers: First Choice of Jersey City,
Several Resources of Ramsey, and Good Council of
Hoboken. PTPI's GIFT Chapter collected and donated
$373.00, over 500 items of infant’s clothing, toys, bed-
ding and accessories, and also packed 150 Wrap 4 A
Smile Baby Hygiene Kits. PTPI's GIFT officers presented
the supplies at a Knights of Columbus meeting (from L
to R ): Knight Douglas Christmann, Hudson County
Respect Life Chairman, Joseph Wraga, Christopher Lopez,
Past Grand Knight Sir Knight John Niznik, Cyrille
Cornelio, Anna Natara from First Choice in Jersey City,
Joe Quattrocchi from Good Counsel Hoboken and Grand
Knight Sir Knight Paul Pinkman.

Pregnancy Crisis Centers

The Secaucus Knights of Columbus at their meeting held
on April 20th presented gift cards to their District Free
Throw Winners. In the pictures is Grand Knight Sir
Knight Paul Pinkman with Robert Kimelman who won
the district twelve year old category and went on to the
states so he was also presented a trophy from the council
with district winner in the ten year old category Anthony
D'Addetta and Council Free Throw Chairperson Sir
Knight James Cannon. Missing was eleven year old win-
ner is Matthew Costello.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity
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2011 New Jersey State Council Convention
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Wildwoods Convention Center, Wildwood, NJ
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Ridgewood-NJ-May 3, 2011: The
Ridgewood Knights of Columbus
Council 1736 will once again be
hitting the streets of Ridgewood
for their annual “Shake the Can
to Help Handicapped Citizens”
Fundraiser. Beneficiaries of this
event from last year included Alfa
Development of Paramus, Camp
Sunshine in Ridgewood, the
Archdiocese of Newark Ministry
for Persons with Disabilities,
Friends to Friends First Reformed
Church of Ridgewood, Spectrum
for Living of River Vale, NJ,
Putting the Pieces Together in
North Arlington, as well as local
individuals and families.

The Knights will be easily recog-
nizable in their yellow vests, working the sidewalks and intersections
throughout the village for this annual Spring event. “This three day event is
one of our main fundraisers throughout the year, and we thank everyone in
the community for helping out,” said Mike Dougherty, organizer of the
annual event.

Fraternally,
Richard Hrvatin

“Shake the Can” Fundraiser

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus recently completed their
annual coat and blanket drive from
September until April. Clothing bins
were located at Our Lady of
Czestochowa and Sacred Heart
Churches as well at the Knights
building. Over the duration of the
drive 498 coats were collected, 77
Blankets, 624 Misc items (gloves,
scarf's, and clothing) and 35 toys
were donated.

The Knights would like to thank all
of the residents who donated items;
everything collected was given to
"FISH" who donated these items to
the homeless and less fortunate.

The Knights would also like to thank
Father Majiec and Father John
Alvarado for allowing the Knights
to have bins at their churches as
well the Piersanti family (Karen,
Michael and Alison) as well as Greg
and Betty Gaydos for their great job
in running this fundraiser.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato
Grand Knight

Coat and Blanket
Drive

We have been informed by Supreme
that the following individuals are
winners in the scholarship programs
sponsored by the Supreme Council.
Unfortunately the winners’ councils
were not provided. We do however
offer our congratulations to all the
winners.

Theodore J. King, Percy J. Johnson
Endowed Scholarship

Robert H. McGeehan, John W.
Mcdevitt (4th ) Scholarship

Mary C. Finnegan, John W. Mcdevitt
(4th) Scholarship

Daniel J. Petrocelli, 4th Degree Pro
Deo and Pro Patria Scholarship

Joseph V. More, 4th Degree Pro Deo
and Pro Patria Scholarship

Herb Meyer

Scholarship Winners
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The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council 6203 completed
the Sacred Heart Church Lenten Fish
Dinners. This is the 7th year the
Knights have been running these
dinners; over 1600 dinners were sold
in the 5 weeks with an average of
over 320 people ordering dinners
each week. The Knights would like
to thank McCriskin’s – Gustafson
and South Plainfield Funeral Homes
for their very generous donations.
It’s great to see our local businesses
support such a great local event.

The Knights would also like to thank
all of the men and women who vol-
unteered their time in helping set
up, prepare, serve and clean up.
Without their dedication the dinners
would not have happened and run
as smoothly as they did. We would
especially like to thank Marie
Doniski (Head Server), Ed Schmidt,
Ann Nagy, Irene and Tom Donnelly,
Mary McNerney, Dot Mercier, Ann
and Dominic Demico, Annabella
Lanza, Mary Timko, Sandy Ronasz,
Nancy Stillman Pender, Lisa
Thompson, Toni Mocharski, , Mickey

Panzarella, Arlene Paterek, Mary
Ann Ronzo, Marie Thompson, Gail
Skidmore and Elaine Tuthill.

In addition, a very big thank you
goes out to Knight Jeff Pauls who
supported all the children from
Sacred Heart and Our Lady of
Czestochowa Churches CCD Classes
who came out to help with the din-
ners. These children did a great job
greeting the people who attended,
serving and cleaning up the tables
after the dinner was over. Also
thanks to Knights Dan Ratti and Rob
Richkus for delivery meals to many
senior citizens around town. Also a
great thank you goes out to John
Weakley who ordered all of the
food and supplies every week.

A Special thanks to the numerous
Knights of Columbus members espe-
cially the Kitchen crew of Ed
Koznowicz Sr, Roberto Morales,
Charlie Butrico, Lenny Kleczkowski,
John Roesch, Phil Thomas, Norman
Chicarelli and Jim Whalen (Mr.
Dishwasher) who came out each
and every week to support our

council in this endeavor. The Knights
would also like to thank Greg Lind
who took time out of very busy
schedule to help cook. Other
Knights who also helped were
Walter Thompson, Neil Towey, Gerry
Butrico, Vinny Butrico. Mike Butrico,
Matt Devito, Richie Lee, Bob Longo,
Bill Tuthill, Larry Makoski ,Bill
Butrico, Steve Belanger, Joe
Scrudato (Mr. 50/50),Tom Pollock,
John DeAndrea, Joe Wilkowski, Mr.
and Mrs. Joe Rea and Cassie D'urso.

Lastly the Knights and Sacred Heart
Church would like to thank all of
the residents of South Plainfield and
other towns who came to the din-
ners during lent, if it was not for
your continued support these fish
dinners would have stopped many
years ago.

Over $7,000 was collected during
the 5 weeks of dinners during Lent.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato
Grand Knight

South Plainfield Council Hosted Lenten Dinners

On May 25th the Knights wanted to
say Thank You to all of the volun-
teers who supported this 5 week

event with an appreciation dinner
at their hall. With Knights member
Joe McGeehan cooking a great din-

ner, about 60 volunteers
came for a relaxing
evening and for the
Knights to donate the
proceeds that were
raised from the dinners.
The Knights thanked
Rich from Presto
Printing for donating
the costs of the place-
mats. The Knights also
thanked Brother Knights
Rick McCriskin and Jim
Gustafson from
McCriskin - Gustafson
Home for Funerals and
the South Plainfield
Funeral Home for donat-
ing money for start up
expenses.

Grand Knight Joe Scrudato present-
ed Father John Alvarado from
Sacred Heart Church $2,300, Terry
Golden Principal from Sacred Heart
School $2,300 and Frank Stahlin and
Audrey Ginda from the Sacred Heart
Church Social Concerns Committee
was given $2,000 to be used for
parishioners and residents who need
financial help in paying their bills or
food.

Grand Knight Joe Scrudato thanked
all of the groups who made these
Lenten Fish Dinners a great success
again this year.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato
Grand Knight

In picture from right to left: Terry Golden, Grand Knight
Joe Scrudato, Father John Alvarado, Frank Stahlin,
Audrey Ginda and Neil Towey.

South Plainfield Appreciation Dinner
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Mary
Immaculate
Council 12769
ran their annu-
al Lenten /
Easter Food
Drive and col-
lected over
two hundred
and forty
seven pounds
of food.

Knight Fiorello Salvo delivers some
of the proceeds to Our Lady of
Victories parish in Jersey City while
another delivery was made to the
St. Francis Church Food Pantry in
Hoboken.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

Easter Food Drive

On the weekend of April 29th, 30th
and May 1st, The Secaucus Knights
of Columbus, Mary Immaculate
Council 12769, was out at Marra's
Drug Store, The Farmers Market and
Wal Mart shaking cans for the
Intellectually Disabled. The council
raised fifteen hundred fifty-six dol-
lars ($1556).

In the picture are new member Sir
Knight Robert O’Hara, Knight
Pasquale Viggiano with his son
Nicholas collecting outside the
Farmer’s Market.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

Shaking a Can 
for a Cause

St. Philip The Apostle
Council 11671, repre-
sented by Grand
Knight Carlos Roco
and District Deputy
Ray Lill, presented a
$2000 check to Fr. Paul
Manning, Pastor of St.
Philip The Apostle in
Clifton and Chaplain
of the council. The
council pledged to
provide the church
$5000 every year for
the next 5 years for
the renovation of the
church and other
parish buildings.

Fraternally,
Carlos Roco, GK
St. Philip The Apostle
Council 11671

Knights Support Church Renovaiton

On May 24th the Knights of Columbus
Councils, Assemblies and Federations

in the Archdiocese of
Newark honored its priests,
sisters and religious at the
Fiesta in Wood-Ridge. As
Chairman Donald Ulisse stat-
ed "This year we had anoth-
er record year with over five
hundred requests for seats at
the dinner." Over one hun-
dred and thirty priests, sever-

al nuns and religious brothers attended. "The dinner is a small way for the
knights to say thank you to our priests, sisters and religious for their service
to their parish and their parishioners.

Fraternally,
Neil McGarrity

State Deputy Herbert Meyer and
Auxiliary Bishop Charles McDonnell.

Another full house at the Fiesta.

Pride in Our Priests
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The Deacon Myron J. Novitsky
Squires Circle 2264, Toms River,
recently had a first degree on April
28th where three squires joined the
council. Our parent council is St.
Josephs Council 4969, Toms River.

The pictured are, left to rght: Bob
Mcgeehan, Chief Counselor/New
Members, Bobby Mcgeehan (Past
Chief Squire), Matt Poinsett, Chris
Smith (Past Chief Squire), Mike
Smith (Circle Counselor), and Vince
McClave Grand Knight 4969.

We have now had nine squires
become Knights in the past four
years.

Fraternally,
Bob McGeehan
General Agent
Southern New Jersey/Delaware

Council 4969 1st Degree with 3 Squires

Nativity Council 2976 in Lindenwold, NJ was presented
with a community service award from the Camden
County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Shown accepting
the award on behalf of the Council is Grand Knight John
Brady (on the right). It is being presented by Freeholder
President Louis Cappelli (pictured on the left).

Fraternally,
John Brady

Nativity Council Receives
Service Award

On April 9th St. Therese Knights of Columbus
Society 6320 held their 15th annual Charity
Auction and Tricky Tray. St. Therese Knights support
Hope House, Department of Persons with
Disabilities, and various local charity and communi-
ty groups.

Here Grand Knight Bob Barbalachi presents a check
to Scott Milliken, Director of Department of
Persons with Disabilities for Paterson Diocese.

St. Therese Kof C 6320 
Hosts Tricky Tray
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Fairfield Council 6380 Grand Knight,
Phil Oddo, presented the Shining
Armor Award to Brothers Brendan
Johnston and Angelo Scalo, for their
outstanding accomplishments dur-
ing their first year of membership in
the Knights of Columbus. Brendan
and Angelo are the first recipients
of this award in New Jersey.

Fraternally,
Michael Micchelli
Financial SecretaryGrand Knight Phil Oddo presents the

Shining Armor Award to Brother Angelo
Scalo.

Grand Knight Phil Oddo presents the
Shining Armor Award to Brother
Brendan Johnston.

NJ Knights Win Shining Armor Award

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council 6203
recently completed running the 3rd base Concession
Stand at the Somerset Patriots Ballpark on May 21st. 5
times a year 25 to 40 Knights of Columbus members,
their wives and family members as well as Columbian
Squires run the first and third base concession stands.

All proceeds collected from the games goes towards the
South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Catholic High

School and College Scholarship Fund. These scholarships
are given out each year to member's children and grand-
children who graduate eighth grade and plan to attend
a Catholic High School and a graduating High School
Senior continuing his or her education in college.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato
Grand Knight

Concession Stand at Ballpark
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Lifelong Love

Faith, compromise, are glue that
keep NJ’s Longest Married Couple
together.

By Rose Kimball, Correspondent
First appeared in Monitor the news-
paper of the Diocese of Trenton and
is reprinted with their permission.

A strong Catholic faith life, the will-
ingness to sacrifice for one another
and hard work are among the
secrets to a successful marriage,
according to New Jersey’s
longest married couple.
Giacomo and Antonia Di
Rienzo, who will be mar-
ried for 73 years as of
June 12, 2011, were rec-
ognized as having the
longest marriage in the
state as part of a nation-
wide survey by Worldwide
Marriage Encounter. The
couple are longtime resi-
dents of Burlington,
where they are also faith-
ful parishioners of St.
Katharine Drexel Parish.

Worldwide Marriage
Encounter, a Catholic pro-
gram designed to enrich
marriage by fostering
communication between
husbands and wives, con-
ducted a search to find
the longest married couple in each
state. Upon receiving 312 nomina-
tions from all 50 states, Worldwide
Marriage Encounter announced the
winning couples in a Feb. 7 press
release. “Worldwide Marriage
Encounter undertook the project to
highlight marriage in America and
to show young couples that mar-
riage really can go the distance,”
the release stated.

The Di Rienzo’s first met at a dance
hall in 1934 when Giacomo asked a
friend, “Who is the girl over there
sitting on the platform boxes?”

Their first dance led to a four-year
courtship, and the couple was mar-
ried on June 12, 1938. Ten years
later they bought a house in
Burlington, which they have called
home ever since. Though Giacomo
will celebrate his 97th birthday this
year while Antonia celebrates her
94th, the couple still remains quite
active. Having met at a dance, they
still go dancing twice a month,
attend daily Mass as often as possi-
ble and Antonia participates in
weekly Rosary prayer groups.

When asked how they managed a
successful marriage for so long,
Giacomo replied, “You have ups and
downs, good days and bad days.
Days I say it’s black and she says it’s
white but you have to be compati-
ble.” “Compromise and sacrifice”
are also key, Antonia added.

The Di Rienzo’s were also blessed in
their marriage with four children;
Mary Gloria, Jacqueline Murphy,
Nicholas and James. Mary Gloria was
killed in an automobile accident in
1998, while Jacqueline Murphy and
Nicholas still reside in Burlington

and James lives in Arizona. Giacomo
and Antonia have seven grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren.
Mary Filipponi, Antonia’s sister,
noted that faith is an important part
of the Di Rienzos’ long-lasting mar-
riage. “Religion holds our family
together,” she said. “Our religion is
based on the Ten Commandments. If
you fulfill the Ten Commandments,
you’ll have a good life.”

Over the years Giacomo and
Antonia have tried to do just that.

The couple has been
involved in many differ-
ent organizations within
their Church. Giacomo
was Grand Knight of the
Burlington Council 589
Knights of Columbus in
1955 and a member for
more than 61 years while
Antonia was a member of
the Altar Rosary Society,
just to name two exam-
ples. Both of their sons
served in the Vietnam
War. He is very proud of
his family’s service to God
and country.

On a national scale, only
11 states were found by
Worldwide Marriage
Encounter to have cou-
ples married longer than
the Di Rienzo’s. The hon-
ors for longest marriage

in the county went to Marshall and
Winnie Kuykendall of Lordsburg,
N.M., who marked their astounding
82nd anniversary on Feb. 14. Three
states also boasted couples whose
marriages totaled 80 years and
counting.

Fraternally,
Giacomo Di Rienzo, PGK Council 589
and Mark Spychalski, District Deputy
New Jersey District 35
PGK Council 589
Burlington, NJ

NJ’s Longest Married Couple

Giacomo and Antonia Di Rienzo of Burlington were recognized by
Worldwide Marriage Encounter as the longest married couple in the
state of New Jersey. The couple, parishioners of St. Katharine Drexel
Parish, Burlington, will celebrate their 73rd anniversary on June 12,
2011. Rose Kimball photo
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Motorcycle Ministry Benefits Eric LeGrand

Riding for a good cause.

Plenty of bikes.

Entertainment.Here is yours.

Plenty of food.

We have ours.
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Sir Knight Nicholas Piccione Council
12769/Assembly 1543 processed with
the Silver Rose with Father Wehrle.
Nicholas Piccione of Council 12769 is
holding the rose.

Sir Knight John Antonnacci, Father
Wehrle and John Brandon head of
the Knights of Columbus Motorcycle
Ministry.

Master Joseph Olivo with the Motorcycle Ministry.

On May 22nd Pastor Peter Wehrle hosted the first prayer service of the Silver
Rose Run at Our Lady of Fatima Church in North Bergen.

Silver Rose — First Stop in NJ in 2011
Silver Rose Devotion at St.
Rocco's in Union City Monday
May 23rd.

Pictures provided by FDD Robert
Gambino.

Silver Rose with Msgr. Jim, Dan Rossi and Color Corp at St.
George's, Titusville.

Bob Rushnak, GK
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June 1, 2011 State Membership Results
7/1/10 Year Totals
Mbrs* Gain Loss Net Net Pct

Hudson County Federation 2,522 78 20 58 2.30
Union County Federation 6,313 150 145 5 0.08
Bergen County Federation 7,629 225 147 78 1.02
Essex County Federation 3,485 93 37 56 1.61
Newark Archdiocese Region 19,949 546 349 197 0.99
Monmouth County Chapter 3,501 188 30 158 4.51
Central NJ Centennial Chapter 1,902 73 49 24 1.26
Ocean County Chapter 4,117 165 58 107 2.60
Burlington County Chapter 2,489 77 64 13 0.52
Trenton Diocese Region 12,009 503 201 302 2.51
Paterson Diocese Region 8,260 275 106 169 2.05
Rev. Francis P. Araneo Chapter 3,080 159 42 117 3.80
Camden-Gloucester Counties Chapter 5,804 222 84 138 2.38
Camden Diocese Region 8,884 381 126 255 2.87
Metuchen Diocese Region 11,349 398 237 161 1.42
State Totals 60,451 2,103 1,019 1,084 1.79
*Note: Member count excludes Inactive Insurance Members
Henry Debski, Membership Statistician
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