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Brothers,

We are reaching the end of this Columbian year, and as
I look back I can say it was a great year! Our member-
ship gain has been over 2,000 new members through
the writing of this letter. We have given these men the
opportunity to serve our Church, community and add
new life to our councils. Thank you for initiating so
many new members to our Order!

We have also initiated five new councils this year and
reactivated another two councils. We have raised over
$80,000 in funds for our Fraternal Giving Program. We
have instituted a new Program in Support of our
Brother Knights In-Need Fund.

We have invited priests from all five dioceses to Pride in
Our Priest Dinners for an evening so that we as Knights
can simply thank our priests for all that they do. We
also provided support of our seminarians to the total of
$167,000.

Two of our State Free Throw winners were selected as
International Free Throw Winners, boys 14 year olds;
Nicholas Hohenstein, of Council 6392 Lincroft and girls
9 years old, Rebecca Aftel of Council 14658 of Monroe
Township

We have just completed a wonderful convention week-
end in Wildwood and our councils are now focused on
a final membership push to make goal.

At convention, Friday Award Session, many of our coun-
cils and brother knights were recognized for their many
contributions this year. Please refer to report of our

State Program Director, Ray
Sands for a list of award
winners. 

I want to add my congratu-
lations to the District Deputy
of the Year.  Honors went to
Phil Pfaffman (DD49) and
Circle of Honor includes,
Martin Boyle (DD5), Richard
Connor (DD43), Peter
Kueken (DD45), James
Mlodgenski (DD29), Paul Pinkman (DD4), John Truglio
(DD64), Henry Vitale (DD24), Mike Walter (DD59) and
Robert Wright (DD61.)

Culture of Life Committee presented the first Gene
Baker Award in memory of long time Pro-Life warrior,
the late Gene Baker. The award was presented to W.
James White, former Supreme Director for his many
years of leadership as Pro-Life Director for the State
Council R&C committee.

We were honored to have many priests in attendance
for the weekend most notably, His Excellency, Bishop
Dennis Sullivan, Bishop of the Diocese of Camden and
our Keynote speaker, His Grace, Archbishop William
Skurla, Archbishop of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh,
Ukranian Catholic Church.

Our slate of State Officers was re-elected by the delega-
tion for a second year term. Your State Officer team is
very thankful for your continued support and rededi-
cate ourselves for 2014-2015.  The slate of Supreme
Convention delegates was also elected at
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State Deputy’s Message

When God chose us to receive from Him the gift of our
Faith, He gave us a tremendous gift. Out of all the
great number of people He chose to create at this time
and in this place, He chose us. Living this gift every day,
we can be assured of Eternal Life. It is a fragile gift
which can be lost if it is misused. As Knights of
Columbus, you have committed yourself to live that
faith. However, I think that there are times we don’t
consider the full meaning of our commitment. What we
are telling Jesus is that we are willing to live our faith
openly, so that we give good example to our brothers
and sisters. That is part of living God’s commandment
to “Love our Neighbor”. This doesn’t mean preaching
to them, but it says that we will let them see our
happiness in the peace we receive from living our faith.

For example, summertime is
here and as you know there
are a number of Catholics
who consider taking a
vacation from living God’s
commandment to “keep
holy the Sabbath day”. As
Knights of Columbus we are
asked to let others see how
we live the faith God gave
us. They should be able to
see how important it is for us to attend Mass each
Sunday. Seeing this and our efforts to live as a good the

State Chaplain's Message

(continued on page 5)
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General Program Director’s Message

Brothers,

As this year comes to a close and a new one begins, I
would like to thank all of those who helped to grow
our Order including the members of the State
Membership Team, District Deputies, Grand Knights and
of course the recruiters. It takes an entire team to
increase membership growth. I congratulate all those
who were recognized at the State Convention in May
for their outstanding efforts in recruitment and reten-
tion and look forward to another prosperous growth in
membership this upcoming year.

Brothers, each year we have about 75 members of the
Squire Circles throughout the state that turn 18 years
old and become eligible to join our Order. I encourage
those of you whose councils support a Squires Circle to
take advantage of this opportunity. Our State program,
“Squires to Knights”, led by Chairman Chris Tomasello,
FDD, is a great resource to identify who in the Squires

Programs are old enough to
become Knights. Each
month, we receive a list
which includes the sponsor-
ing council number of the
Squires Circle and the name
of the Squire turning 18. It is
my understanding that the
sponsoring councils also
receive the name of the
Squire turning 18.  These are
teenagers, who, I’m sure, are
probably well acquainted with the Knights of
Columbus, and should be more than willing to join our
ranks. I ask that those of you whose councils have a
Squires Circle, re-double your efforts to ask these young
men to become members of the Knights of Columbus. 

State Membership Chairman’s Message

Greetings and salutations from the flatlands
down Jersey!

As we end one Columbian Year and begin
another, I’d like to thank all of the Program Directors
and Chairmen, District Deputies, Grand Knights, and
Brother Knights for their dedication, sacrifices, and, most
importantly, for being Christ’s hands here on earth with
their service program miracles. I look forward to working
with each of you again, and I welcome the new council
members’ involvement as we endeavor to “Proclaim
and Defend our Faith.” 

I offer my congratulations and appreciation to
all who attended and participated in the 118th State
Convention. It was an honor to recognize the outstand-
ing councils and members in our great state of New
Jersey. We are truly blessed to have a fraternity of the
highest caliber and distinction as the moral fiber in our
parishes and communities. You, my brother Knights,
define just what our Order is all about: Charity, Unity,
Fraternity, and Patriotism.

The winners of the following have been forwarded on to
Supreme for international awards consideration:

Knight of the Year: Gary Seals, FDD, Council 12620
District Deputy of the Year: DD Philip Pfaffman, Council
7020, District 49

Family of the Year: Michael
and Lin Rubright and their six
daughters, Medford #6520
Church Program Activity: A
quick Journey through the
Bible, Rahway Council 1146
Community Program
Activity: Health Care
Ministry of St. Paul’s,
Princeton Council 636
Family Program Activity:
Mercer County Special
Services High School Families, Lawrence Council 7000
Youth Program Activity: Italian American Festival
(Catholic School Funding), Wildwood Council 2572 

We additionally received a large number of sub-
missions for the State Program Activities Awards!
Choosing the winners was very difficult. Additionally,
this and next year, we will present a “Proclaim and
Defend our Faith” certificate for each entry submitted in
recognition of the council’s commitment to an outstand-
ing (not just good) council service activities program. 

As we move forward into this new year, it is time to
appoint your Programs’ Chairman and Activities’
Chairmen. Have a meeting to map out your course of
action and set goals. Review what programs worked,

(continued on page 5)
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Brothers:

As we stand at the beginning of a new Columbian Year,
we have the opportunity to look back upon our accom-
plishments, while also looking forward to even greater
achievements. While justly proud of all that we have
done, we should not rest on our laurels, but instead look
for ways of achieving even more towards a Culture of
Life by Proclaiming and Defending Our Faith.

In looking back, we see that the 2014 State Convention
was a rousing success, with an Awards Program that
showed how much we have accomplished this year.
Culture of Life was no exception, with lots of councils
showing how hard they had worked to reach our goals!

Towards preserving the Sanctity of Life, we donated
thousands of diapers, wipes, and formula bottles
through our Diapers for Babies program.  Over $16,000
was raised and donated for our Homes for Mothers and
Assisting Pregnant Women in Crisis programs. As for
ultrasound machines, Saint John Paul II Chapter in the
Camden diocese placed a new machine with Options for
Women in Cherry Hill, $7,000 was donated to
Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center to defray the cost
of their mobile ultrasound, three used machines are now
available for re-use by any pregnancy care center that
needs one, a mobile ultrasound RV, funded by councils in
the Metuchen diocese, was placed into service in March,
and $30,000 has been collected and stands ready to be
used to purchase machines for pregnancy care centers in
need.

As for maintaining and proclaiming the Quality of Life,
our Disabilities Drive surged forward this year raising

$689,297.07. This program is
already underway, being
already three months into
the new campaign, with
$700,000+ easily attainable!

The Deborah Hospital Drive
did raise more money than
last year, having reached
$18,053 with 45 councils par-
ticipating. The sad part is
that if only 110 more councils
had each donated $200, we would have reached our
$40,000 goal. That’s less than half our councils overall!

Our Alzheimer’s Drive was successful in raising
$36,133.31, as compared to $37,931.32 last year, with 19
councils contributing.  Again, if only 120 councils more
had each contributed $200, we would have met our
$60,000 goal!  That’s a total of only 139 councils out of
360!

At the opening ceremonies of the Special Olympics, our
State Deputy Andy Lipenta was able to present a check
from the State Council for $25,000! This donation was
funded almost entirely by our Polar Penguins Team at
the Polar Bear Plunge this past February, which raised
$22,369.22. Let’s support our team even more this year,
so that our State Deputy can present a check for $30,000!
In looking forward, I hope you are working hard on our
Culture of Life programs!  If your council is in a shore
community, I trust that you are already planning and
executing a Disabilities Drive to push donations to new
heights.  If it is not, I hope that you are not letting up
after your initial kick-off in April and May. Remember, it
is now an all-year campaign, so we need to to keep it up!
The summer is no time to slack off. Our churches are
open to serve the children of God; your council should be
too!

Vivat Jesus!

Steven J. Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Programs Director
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Culture of Life Program Director’s Message
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State Deputy (continued from page 2)

the Convention. Resolutions were introduced and voted
on during the Saturday business session. My thanks to
Membership Director John Erwin, Program Director Ray
Sands and Culture of Life Director, Steve Richardson, for
their many hours of work, with their committees,
throughout the year and particularly in preparing for
the convention.

As outstanding as this year has been, I am certain the
upcoming year will be even better. I and my fellow
State Officers are looking forward to working with all
of you, the council leaders, as we continue in our
efforts to grow the Order of the Knights of Columbus
here in New Jersey, so that we may continue with
renewed vigor and larger numbers to Proclaim and
Defend our Faith.

Before closing, this past June 5th, I had the honor and
privilege, on behalf of 63,000 NJ brother knights and
families, to provide testimony to the NJ Assembly
Health and Senior Services panel and to vigorously
oppose the Death with Dignity Act. I stated that our
organization believes in the sanctity of all life from con-
ception to natural death.  

We reject the concept of state sanctioned assisted sui-
cide no matter what the motivation.  While the panel
voted to adopt the bill A2270 by 8 votes to 4, we will
continue our fight on this issue.

Vivat Jesus

Andy Lipenta
State Deputy

each day will help them to know that God comes first
in the life of our family.

This past May we went through the Pentecostal season.
We heard Jesus’ words to his followers to spread the
Gospel to everyone, Baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Hearing
the Scripture readings during this time, we can see how
Jesus handed over the spread of His Faith to the
Apostles and to His first disciples (the first Christians).
They in turn passed it on to those who followed them
until it has now been given to us. Our commitment is to
pass the Faith to those who come after us. So God’s gift
to us of our Faith has a requirement attached to it. It
asks us to show that faith to others in order to give 

them the opportunity to accept it and find a way to the
Eternal Happiness our Lord has promised to those who
live His Faith.

Bishop Charles J. McDonnell
State Chaplain

Chaplain (continued from page 2)

Feel free to contact Chris Tomasello (catmando20@com-
cast.net) to help you with any questions you might
have about getting Squires to become Knights.

Best wishes for an enjoyable summer,

One Member, Per Council, Per Month.

Vivat Jesus

John Erwin, FDD
State Membership Director

Program (continued from page 3)

Membership (continued from page 3)

what programs didn’t work, and what programs you
need to incorporate/add/alter for a more well-rounded
and involved council. Look to see how you can take
advantage of Supreme’s “Featured Programs” with your
council or in your district with other councils to make a
greater impact –that bigger miracle! 

When looking at our State programs, some changes
were made with programs themselves as well as and
chairmen. We have also reorganized and added a few
new programs. We will go into more detail at the Grand
Knights meeting and in the July issue. 

Let us, together, do our best and develop a calen-
dar of programs with the tools supplied by our State
Council and Supreme. Let us have fun in doing God’s
work and bringing other like-minded Catholic men into
our Order. Vivat Jesus!

Yours in friendship and fraternity,
Ray Sands
General Programs Director
Proclaim and Defend our Faith
http://dssjnow.info/
www.njkofc.org
http://dssjnow.info/
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Bishop McDonnell

Living Springs Lourdes

$6,500 donation check presentation to Living Springs at
Lourdes Health, Willingboro this past April from L-R A.
Tom Ponting, FDD- Veteran’s Assistance -Central; Ruth
Cila, Executive Director, Lourdes Health Foundation;
Joanne Gianndrea, VP of Military Affairs;  Chester Kulak,
District Master; Andrew Lipenta, State Deputy; Kim
Barnes, VP for Planning and Corporate Development;
Alyce Rossi; Dr. Dan Rossi, Supreme Director.

June 1, 2014 on the occasion of Mass of Thanksgiving
commemorating the 60th anniversary of Ordination to
the Holy Priesthood and 20th Anniversary of Episcopal
Ordination of the Most Reverend Charles J. McDonnell,
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Newark (retired) and State
Chaplain of the New Jersey State Council, Knights of
Columbus.

Photo of State Council L-R Robert Mate, PSD, Former
Vice Supreme Master; Herbert Meyer, PSD; Reginald
Beckett, Vice Supreme Master;  Andy Lipenta, State
Deputy; Bishop McDonnell, State Chaplain;  Msgr.
Michael Mannion, Associate State Chaplain; Jim Stoever,
State Warden; Daniel Rossi, Supreme Director; Jim
White, Former Supreme Director and Vince Tavormina,
State Advocate. 

4th Degree Color Corp

Living Springs is a renewal and resilience center help-
ing our service men, women and their families heal
from traumatic stress and other behavioral health
conditions.

Living Springs at Lourdes is a unique voluntary inpa-
tient program designed to accommodate the behav-
ioral health needs of our servicemen and women, vet-
erans, spouses and adult dependents. Our focus is to
support our patients in their journey to overcome 

On Sunday, April 25, 2014 a special Mass of
Thanksgiving to honor our two new Pope Saints was
held at St. Joseph’s Church in Camden. Bishop Dennis
Sullivan was chief celebrant of the Mass. Color Corp
from the Camden Diocese came out in support of the
Mass.

Seen in center of picture flanking Bishop Sullivan are
Reginald Beckett, Vice Supreme Master and Andy
Lipenta, State Deputy, Former District Master.

behavioral issues such as depression, anxiety, alcohol
and substance abuse, eating disorders, emotional trau-
ma and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
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On Memorial Day, May 26th, Coadjutor Archbishop of
Newark, His Grace, Bernard A. Hebda, celebrated
Mass of Remembrance at Maryrest Cemetery in
Mahwah.  Bishops throughout the Archdiocese simi-
larly offer Mass at the eight Catholic Cemeteries of
Newark on this proud occasion, in prayerful remem-
brance of the sacrifices of our departed military per-
sonnel and in memory of our family members and
friends.

After Mass, the Archbishop offered prayer at the
newly erected statue of St. John Paul II, reminding us
that this holy man, who had walked with us and
thrilled us with his presence in 1995, is a Saint for the
ages who will continue to smile down upon his
devoted followers in the Newark Archdiocese.

Escorting the Archbishop were 4th Degree Color
Corpsmen Paul  Noonan, PFN and Don Ulisse, PFN,
from the Msgr. Charles G. McCorristin Assembly, River 
Edge.

Happy 104! Archbishop Hebda

Color Corp
Pope John XXIII Assembly (East) Color Corps, served as
the Honor Guard for Bishop Walter Zupan on Sunday
May 4, 2014 at St. John Nepomucene Church ,
Guttenberg, N.J. 

Bishop Zupan came from Croatia on invitation of  Father
Vedran Kirincic from  Most Precious  Blood Catholic
Church  in Astoria, L.I. 

Vivat  Jesus 

SK John Antonacci, GK,FC 

Pope John XXIII Assembly #668 

On April 12,1910, Frank Carey was born and raised in
Bordentown, NJ. Recently, Mr. Carey  told his daughter
that his one regret in life is the fact that he never
joined the Knights of Columbus.  Over the years, Mr.
Carey moved to Kentucky to live with his daughter. On
April 12, 2014, on his 104th birthday, as a surprise,
Brother Frank Carey joined the Order! Our thanks to
Grand Knight, Michael Parker of St. Mark Council
#12852 of Richmond, Kentucky and the degree team
for making this happen! Brother Carey’s other request
was to be included in Bordentown Council 570, so the
transfer was recently effected. Congratulations Brother
Carey!

Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of Newark with
John Antonacci GK, FC & Sergio Minervini PGK, FN of the
NJ Knights of Columbus Motorcycle Ministry, during
Lenten Lecture at Our Lady of Victories Church in
Harrington Park, NJ on April 1, 2014

Motorcycle Ministry



The South Plainfield Knight of Columbus #6203 held
their 2014 “Special Citizens Drive” from April 24th
through April 27th. Over $14,000 was collected during
the 4 day event from canning at local business and
donations received for this great cause. The Knights col-
lected at 156 time slots over 4 days at 16 local business-
es with 140 Knights covering these time slots. 

The Knights would like to thank the following business-
es for allowing the Knights to collect in front of their
stores: Quik Chek on Sampton Avenue & Durham
Avenue, CVS on Oak Tree Road & Plainfield Avenue,
A&P Supermarket, Super Stop and Shop, Shop Rite,
Dunkin Donuts, The Bagel Pantry, Ciccio’s Pizza, 7-11 on
Plainfield Avenue & Park Avenue, TD Bank, Dave’s
Stationary, Witty’s and Oak Tree Liquors. 

The following local business have also allowed the
Knights to have cans inside their stores all year for cus-
tomers to make donations - The Corner Deli, B&C Deli,
Sherbans & Oak Tree Liquors. All proceeds collected will
be donated to local special needs organizations; “The
Keystone Community” and The Midland School, as well
as the South Plainfield Knight of Columbus gives money
to five mentally handicapped families that need finan-
cial support to send their children to a summer camp
(Camp Sun N’ Fun). 

In the past 8 years over $100,000 have been donated by

Members of Holy Crusaders Council #9193 & Bishop
Schad Assembly #2843 March with scouting units from
Our Lady of Hope Parish in Blackwood, NJ.  The day
started with Mass for service men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice defending our nation fol-
lowed by the local parade and Memorial Day service in
Gloucester Township, NJ. 
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the South Plainfield Knights of Columbus to organiza-
tions to help better the lives of these special needs citi-
zens. 

Chairmen Joe Scrudato who would like to thank all of
the Knights members, their family members and our
Sister Columbiettes who collected for this drive as well
brother Knight Charlie Butrico for managing all of the
letters that go to the local businesses asking for dona-
tions. The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus would
like to thank each and every South Plainfield resident
who have supported this drive over the years. 

Lastly, the Knights would like to personally thank six
special people (Joe Bielinski, Janie & Kaitlyn Pollack
who was helping because there mom & grandmother,
Theresa, was sick this week, Irene Butrico, Walter Kula
and Sharon Scrudato) who have been at the Knights
hall the four days of the drive for many hours counting
and re-counting all of the money that was collected.
They are the best money counters in the world!!!!! 

Thank you, 

Joe Scrudato 

Special Citizens

Memorial Day
Attached is a picture of Knight Glenn Scrudato and his
daughter, Anna, collecting. 
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About a year ago, the Knights of Columbus, together
with St. Mark’s CYO, helped raise over $7,000 for the
purchase of an Ultrasound machine for a pregnancy
center. I’m proud to report that the money was for-
warded to the Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center in
Salem, NJ, to help retire a debt on an equipped mobile
ultrasound RV that was recently purchased. The mobile
unit provides free ultrasound exams to women at risk in
two of the most impoverished counties in the state,
Salem and Cumberland counties. Cornerstone, in an act
of faith, went into debt for $90,000 to purchase a
mobile vehicle to make weekly scheduled rounds to var-
ious communities in the area. Our donation was wel-
comed to help retire the debt. This project is supported
by the Father John F. Welsh Council in St. Mark’s, the
Father Cannon Council in Penns Grove, and the St. John
Paul II Chapter of the Knights of Columbus, together
with funding from the NJ state and national Knights of
Columbus organizations.

St. Peter’s University Charter Ultrasound

New Council 15907

On May 10th St. Peter’s University Council received
their charter and had a small ceremony. Fr. Rocco,
Members of Council 7913 and District Deputy # 4- Paul
Pinkman put the event together. Also present were
Robert Hatler -State Treasurer, Bill Bochicchio, PGK of
Council 7913 St. Peter’s College - Joe Mahalik, PGK
Michael Greenwood, other PGK’s of Council 475 and
other distinguished members. A First Degree was held
after the ceremony. 

On February 26, 2014 a new council was formed.
Council 15907 came into being at Monmouth University
in West Long Branch, New Jersey. It’s the first public col-
lege/university to have a council. After two and a half
months of work, John Brandon and William Horton, Jr.,
DDSK # 22 District brought this council into being. The
official name of the council is “Monmouth University
Council”.

Attached is a photograph of several members of the
new council with John Brandon, Former State Deputy;
Thomas Ciborski and William Horton, Jr. DDSK # 22
District.
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Church of the Madonna

Bernard A. Hebda with Grand Knight of Coronation
Council #1863 John Antonacci & Lady Dotty.

A special Mass and blessing of the Madonna Mausoleum New Expansion was celebrated by Newark Archbishop co-
Adjutor Bernard A. Hebda and Father Stephen Carey, Knight’s Chaplin and Pastor of Madonna Church, Fort Lee, NJ
on Wednesday, May 28, 2014. John Antonacci, Grand Knight Vivat Jesus, Coronation Council No.1863 The Church of
the Madonna Fort Lee,NJ 07024 Special Mass and blessing of the Madonna Mausoleum New Expansion Wednesday
May 28, 2014 Newark Archbishop co-Adjutor Bernard A. Hebda and Father Stephen Carey Knight & Pastor of
Madonna Church, Fort Lee, NJ Special Mass and blessing of the Madonna Mausoleum New Expansion by Archbishop
Bernard Hebda.


