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Brothers,

We are reaching the end of this Columbian year and
the last report sent by me as your State Deputy for the
past two years.

At the outset, I wish to thank Ron Kist and Patti Motisi
of Otis Graphics for all of their support and assistance
with the printing of the bi-monthly Cavalcade. It is
through their dedicated service that timely important
information was disseminated to you for the past two
years.

We have just come home from our annual State
Convention Meetings held in Wildwood. At convention
on Friday Award Session, many of our councils and
brother knights were recognized for their many contri-
butions this year. 

Knight of the Year honors were presented to PGK
William Flynn, Fr. Thomas F. Blake Council 2560, Ocean
City. District Deputy of the Year honors were presented
to DD 4 Paul Pinkman.

District Deputy Circle of Honor awards were presented
to: DD 11 Silvio Sartori, DD 27 Chris Oliver, DD 29 Jim
Mlodgenski, DD 41 Peter Walentowicz, DD 47 Ray
Sandoval, DD 52 Mike O’Connor, DD 58 Mike Querubin,
DD 65 Joseph Sabella, DD 69 Christopher Duffett.
Congratulations on a job well done!

Family of the Year was presented to the Greg Stagliano
Family of St. Jude Council 6551 of Gibbsboro.

Culture of Life committee presented the second annual

Gene Baker Award in memo-
ry of long time Pro-Life war-
rior, the late Gene Baker.
The award was presented to
John Hencinsky, FDD.

We were honored to have
many priests in attendance
for the weekend, most
notably, His Excellency,
Bishop Dennis Sullivan, host
Bishop of the Diocese of
Camden and Bishop Kurt Burnette of the Byzantine
Eparchy of Passaic. 

Our Keynote speaker was Chief of Camden County
Police, J. Scott Thomson, serving the City of Camden.
We were also addressed by Sister Helen Cole, S.S.J.
Director of Guadalupe Family Services in Camden.

A slate of new State Officers was nominated and elect-
ed to serve State Council for the next Columbian year.
Bruce DeMolli for State Deputy, Bob Hatler for State
Secretary, Vinnie Tavormina for State Treasurer, Jim
Stoever for State Advocate and Ray Sands for State
Warden. 

I have the utmost confidence that these Catholic gen-
tlemen will lead our jurisdiction to new heights of
accomplishments and service. We are so fortunate to
have their talents, experience and dedication working
for us. The slate of Supreme Convention delegates was
also elected.

Resolutions, affirming our position as Knights on
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State Deputy’s Message

The Knights of Columbus is a powerful organization. It
has many strong Catholics who are involved in our
Faith. Each year we gain many new members who are
interested in growing in that Faith. Many of these new
members look to the rest of us to see how we live our
Faith as Knights. We all believe that our Faith is impor-
tant. Actually, I wonder how many of us believe that
God is the one who has really called us to become
Knights. Our Lord wants men who will show their faith
to others. We who have been Knights for a while need
to let our brothers see the interest we have in the
teachings of our Church, by the example we show
them. Ask them for their ideas on the best way to sus-
tain publicly the teaching of Christ. They may have
some fresh ideas. It appears that many, even Catholics,

minimize our Church’s teach-
ing. They try to make them
fit whatever they want to
do. They rationalize their
faith. They need to be
strengthened in their faith.
We are concerned that many
Catholics will not speak up
for the teaching of our
Church. Some are afraid to
speak. They do not remem-
ber that God has promised to
give them the words they need. All He asks is for us to 

State Chaplain's Message

(continued on page 5)
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General Program Director’s Message

Brothers,

As my time as the State Membership Director closes, I
would like to thank all of those who helped to grow
our Order especially the members of the State
Membership Team, District Deputies, Grand Knights and
of course the recruiters. It takes many hands to grow
the Order and I could not have achieved much without
all those who aided in this effort. 

Congratulations to all those who were recognized at
the State Convention in May for their outstanding
efforts in recruitment and retention and I wish much
success to the next administration.

We would like to finish strong in Membership and have

as many Councils as possible
to reach Star Council Award.
Here are a few reminders:
please remember that in
order to be recognized by
Supreme Council and the
State Council, your council
must submit all the required
forms including: Forms #185
(Report of Chosen Officers),
365 (Service Personnel), 1295
(Semi Annual Council Audit), 1728 (Annual Survey of
Fraternal Activity) and the SP-7 (Columbian Award
Application). 

State Membership Chairman’s Message

Greetings and salutations from the flatlands
down Jersey!

As I end my term as General Programs Director,
I’d like to thank all of the Program Directors and
Chairmen, District Deputies, Grand Knights, and Brother
Knights for their dedication, sacrifices, charity, my educa-
tion, and most importantly, for being Christ’s hands here
on earth with their service program miracles. 

I offer my congratulations and appreciation to
all who attended and participated in the 119th State
Convention. It was an honor to recognize the outstand-
ing councils and members in our great state of New
Jersey. We are truly blessed to have a fraternity of the
highest caliber and distinction as the moral fiber in our
parishes and communities. You, my brother Knights,
define just what our Order is all about: Charity, Unity,
Fraternity, and Patriotism.

In June, we need you to participate in the State
Tank Pull. There is not a better way to demonstrate all
four principles of our order. Go to
http://tankpullkofc.org/ to sign up and get involved. The
Tank Pull is Sunday, June 14, 2015, from 9 am to 4 pm in
Clifton, New Jersey. If you need more information than
what the web site can supply for you, contact our worthy
State Tank Pull Chairman, John Hughes, at (973) 472-
0061.

As we move forward into this New Year, it is time to
appoint your Programs Chairman and Activities
Chairmen. Have a meeting to map out your course of
action and set goals. Review what programs worked,

what programs didn’t work
from your SP7, and what pro-
grams you need to incorpo-
rate/add/alter for a more well
rounded and involved coun-
cil. Look to see how you can
take advantage of Supreme’s
“Featured Programs” with
your council or in your dis-
trict with other councils to
make a greater impact, that
bigger miracle! 

Please congratulate and welcome Jim Sweeney. Jim
will be taking on the position of General Programs
Director under our new State Deputy Bruce De Molli. I
wish him all the best and give him my support.

Lets have fun in doing God’s work and bringing
other like-minded Catholic men into our Order. Vivat
Jesus! Thank you very much for all of the ways you have
gone above and beyond for me, and please never hesi-
tate to reach out if there is anything or any way I can be
of help to you!

May God bless you and your family in abundance!

Yours in friendship and fraternity,

Ray Sands

General Programs Director

Proclaim and Defend our Faith

www.njkofc.org

(continued on page 5)



Brothers:

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as Culture of
Life Programs Director these past two years under State
Deputy Andy Lipenta. During that time, we have
brought focus to our efforts by concentrating on why we
do what we do, i.e. to educate our fellow citizens as to
why our Culture of Death is wrong, remove the barriers
to choosing life that women face, maintain a good qual-
ity of life for all, and exercise our duties as Catholic citi-
zens to speak out for what is right!

In the process, we added four new programs: Diapers for
Babies, Homes for Mothers, Truth Booth Cards, and ACE
Wings for Life. These programs allowed us to show that
our Pro-Life stance is based not just on words, but on
practical, helpful deeds to assist and support the choice
for life both before and after the birth of the child. In
this regard, we have had many successes!

From the council reports, over 25,000 diapers were col-
lected and donated, along with over 10,000 wipes and
thousands of dollars in financial assistance towards these
expenses! The Disabilities Drive raised $631,626.45 while
the Alzheimer’s Drive raised $28,324 as of the conven-
tion, and the Deborah Hospital Drive, $17,086. Several
new ultrasound machines have also been placed into
use, with two to three more in the pipeline.

In addition, our Polar Bear Plunge program surged for-
ward this year, not only meeting its goal, but far exceed-
ing it! With a goal of 50 participants and $30,000 raised,
we had 58 participants and $34,991 raised! This means
that, including the money donated by the State Council
from the Disabilities Drive, we have raised $60,000 for

Special Olympics this year!
This shows clearly that we
stand behind and support
programs that provide and
show a good quality of life
for the children whose par-
ents could have chose abor-
tion but did not!

We have also recognized
those that have worked so
hard towards a Culture of
Life. In these past two years, we awarded Wings to 45
Knights, and although we lost one of our greatest Pro-
Life Warriors, Gene Baker, we have honored those who
have walked in his footsteps: Past State Deputy Jim
White and John Hencinsky.

In looking forward, I hope you are continuing to work
hard on our Culture of Life programs!  This is a battle
that, unfortunately, never ends.  We need to donate
more diapers, wipes, financial assistance, and ultrasound
machines! We need to speak out more, in every public
forum, against the political and societal changes that
continue to take us down the wrong path, because evil
only wins when good people do nothing.

Finally, I am pleased and honored to have the opportu-
nity to continue as Culture of Life Director for our incom-
ing State Deputy, Bruce DeMolli. I am certainly up to the
challenge, and I trust that you are as well. We will be
adding some more programs, as will be revealed at the
Grand Knights Meeting, to sharpen our focus, and
broaden our support, for the cause of a Culture of Life in
our society. Together, we can do it!

Vivat Jesus!

Steven J. Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Programs Director
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Culture of Life Program Director’s Message
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State Deputy (continued from page 2)

during the Saturday business session. 

My thanks extended to my Executive Assistant, Jack
Persia, Membership Director, John Erwin, Program
Director, Ray Sands and Culture of Life Director, Steve
Richardson for their hours of work preparing awards
for the convention and for their dedicated service
throughout my two year term.

Turning to our final membership drive, it is important
for grand knights to schedule at least one first degree
in each council or district. It is always best to schedule
the degree date and then invite those blitz drive candi-
dates to join your councils. As an added incentive,
Supreme Council offered a cash incentive $4.50 x the
billable council membership for all councils reaching
Star Council Award status at year’s end.

Always include your benefits consultant to assist you in
your membership efforts. We have but five weeks
remaining this Columbian year, so I am asking you for
one final push to grow the Order.

Let’s end with a strong final month, Brothers, and
remember what Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has said
“We have a moral obligation to ask every eligible
Catholic man to join the Knights of Columbus”.

Let us finish with a push and as always “Proclaim and
Defend our Faith”.

Vivat Jesus!

Andy Lipenta
State Deputy

trust Him. We live in difficult times. Many seem more
interested in what they prefer to do, then what God
commands. Two of the greatest problems we deal with
today are abortion and the value of marriage. Abortion
is the killing of an unborn baby. It is the unjust taking
of a human life; it breaks the fifth commandment of
God, “Thou Shall Not Kill”. Some try to explain it away,
but there is no valid explanation. They murder an
unborn baby who is not responsible for doing anything
to its mother. Another problem is the attempt to
change the individuals who should be involved in mar-
riage. Since the beginning, marriage has involved the

gift of a man and a woman in a life commitment to
each other, which includes the procreation
and the education of their children. Only a man and a
woman can produce a child and give it the male
and female examples it needs to grow up well. The
Holy Father says that the Knights of Columbus are his
right arm. To be worthy of that we need to work
together to strengthen our knowledge and understand-
ing of the teaching of our Church so that we can live
them publicly and speak about them when we have the
opportunity. We should work together with our brother
Knights so we can be prepared to do that. Strive to be
a truly outstanding Knight of Columbus.

Bishop Charles J. McDonnell
State Chaplain

Chaplain (continued from page 2)

Membership (continued from page 3)

About 20% to 25% of councils need only 1 or 2 more
members to attain their membership goal. Be sure to
check your council’s status and push your council to
recruit those last few members needed to reach your
goal. The summer months are an opportunity to pick
up new prospects including men who have recently
completed the RCIA program. Review the names you
collected in your recent Church Drives and invite them
to one of your activities. Show them what we do and
they will be more likely to join.

In closing, I would like to thank our State Andy Lipenta
for asking me to serve as the Membership Director as
well as my Brother Knights who contributed to growing
the Order.

Best wishes for an enjoyable summer,

One Member, Per Council, Per Month.

Vivat Jesus

John Erwin, FDD
State Membership Director

!
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100th Anniversary Millville

Pride in Our Priests Dinner at Terrace Restaurant, Paramus

On Saturday evening, February 28th, 2015, Millville, NJ
Council 1778 celebrated its 100th anniversary of the
Council’s Charter, beginning with a special Mass at The
Parish of All Saints, St. Mary Magdalen Church in
Millville honoring all living and deceased members of
the council. Following the Mass, a dinner was enjoyed
by 80 members, wives and special guests at Merighi’s
Savoy Inn in East Vineland.

Letters acknowledging the anniversary were received
from Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, Governor Christie
and Congressman Frank LoBiondo. Proclamations were
presented by State Senator Jeff Van Drew, Assembly-
man Bob Andrzejczak and Assemblyman Samuel
Fiocchi. 

A Certificate was presented by State Deputy Andy
Lipenta and a plaque commemorating the occasion was
presented by District Deputy Ben Germanio on behalf
of himself and councils 1910, 2531, 6621, and 13758,
all in the District 48.

Grand Knight Charles Ritzler (at left) is presented with a
certificate by State Deputy Andy Lipenta. 

Memorial Day Battleship
On a solemn Day such as Memorial Day, it is truly an
Honor for The Knights of Columbus Color Corps to be
involved with the most decorated battleship ever, the
USS New Jersey, affectionately know as the Big J. The
day was special because the USS New Jersey was host to
the Naturalization Process for 49 new US Citizens! 

The Color Corps, led by Master Chester Kulak, formed
a column for the new citizens to come aboard the
ship. Master Kulak and State Deputy Andrew Lipenta
tossed a wreath into the river in honor of those that
gave their lives defending this Country and our free-
dom, and the new citizens followed by throwing car-
nations into the river. 

Faithful Navigator George Tutwiler read a statement
explaining the origins of the Memorial Day Holiday,
Deacon Bryan Aysue prayed for the new citizens and
those who aid the ultimate price for our freedom.

Later in the ceremony, Master Kulak was presented a
Flag by Faithful NavigatorTutwiler, which will be pre-
sented to a Veteran’s home in the near future. 

Millvil le, NJ Council 1778 Celebrates 100th Anniversary 
On Saturday evening February 28th, 2015 Millville, NJ Council 1778 celebrated 
its 100th anniversary of the Council’s Charter, beginning with a special Mass at 
The Parish of All Saints, St. Mary Magdalen Church in Millville honoring all living 
and deceased members of the council. Following the Mass, a dinner was 
enjoyed by 80 members, wives and special guests at Merighi’s Savoy Inn in 
East Vineland. 
Letters acknowledging the anniversary were received from Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson, Governor Christie and Congressman Frank LoBiondo. Proclamations 
were presented by State Senator Jeff Van Drew, Assemblyman Bob 
Andrzejczak and Assemblyman Samuel Fiocchi.  
A Certificate was presented by State Deputy Andy Lipenta and a plaque 
commemorating the occasion was presented by District Deputy Ben Germanio 
on behalf himself and councils 1910, 2531, 6621, and 13758, all in the 
District 48. 
 

 

 

 
 



A “Special Third Degree” held at Hamilton Council
6213 in honor of Master Sergeant Christopher Corralez
from Deacon Douglas R. Sliger Council #16127 in Utah.
Sgt. Corralez was very touched that we put this degree
together for him and he is now looking forward to
becoming a member of the Patriotic Degree in his
home state on May 30. Sgt. Corralez was joined by 17
additional new third Degree Knights.
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Shown with DD Paul Donini; State Deputy, Andy
Lipenta; State Warden, Jim Stoever and members of
the Third Degree Team.

Second Exemplification 4th Degree Special Third Degree

Camden Police Chief

State Deputy Andy Lipenta visited Camden County
Police Chief J. Scott Thomson, at his office in Camden,
prior to the convention weekend.

The Spring Exemplification for the Fourth Degree in the
2nd NJ district took place on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at
the Church of Saint Ann, Lawrenceville, NJ. It was host-
ed by Lawrenceville Council #7000 and Bishop Griffin
Assembly #655.The call to order was made by Master
Chester Kulak. We now have 30 new Sir Knights in the
2nd NJ District and leading the class was (1) Priest, (1)
Deacon, (1) Lt. Colonel of the US Army, and (1) Chief
Petty Officer, and 26 brothers rounding out the class.
The Honoree in this Exemplification was Former Master
John Weiser. He was honored at the conclusion of the
ceremony. Wonderful refreshments were supplied by
the host Council and host Assembly. Their hospitality
was greatly appreciated. Master Kulak extends his deep-
est thanks to the Exemplification Degree team for their
traveling, St. Ann’s Church of Lawrenceville for their
hospitality, all the brother Knights and their wives that
made it a special occasion.

Fraternally,
Vivat Jesus,
Chester B. Kulak, D.M.D.Master-2nd NJ District 

Maple Shade Council 5714. State Officers seated in
front of Past Grand Knights at Dinner held on May 9th
marking 50th Anniversary of the founding of the
Council. 

State Officers (L-R) State Advocate, Vince Tavormina;
State Treasurer, Bob Hatler; State Deputy, Andy
Lipenta; State Secretary, Bruce DeMolli; State Advocate,
Jim Stoever.

Maple Shade Council 5714



The Saint Padre Pio Knights of Columbus, Saint John
XXIII, Council 6621 was happy to present a check for
$500.00 to the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry in
Vineland. The check represents proceeds from projects
the council ran during the Lent and Easter season at
the Church. 

Accepting the donation from Carmine Amico Grand
Knight of the council is Carol Bassetti, President and
Sophie Adelhoch, Vice President of the St. Vincent
DePaul Food Pantry in Vineland. 
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The Bergen County Federation held it’s 7th Annual
Communion Breakfast on Sunday, February 15, 2015 at
The Fiesta. The Federation honored 9 Former District
Deputies who have recently left office and thanked
them for their service to the State and to the Councils
in Bergen County. 

There were over 100 Brother Knights and family mem-
bers in attendance and the Bergen Federation wel-
comed State Secretary Bruce DeMolli and State
Treasurer Bob Hatler.

Bergen Federation Breakfast

Council 6621 Food Pantry

St. Joseph Council Knights of Columbus in High Bridge
conducted the fifth annual “Baby Shower” to obtain
contributions intended for two area women’s health
centers.  The Knights solicited items for a newborn
baby like blankets, clothes, baby formula, diapers, or
even usable furniture.  Monetary donations were also
encouraged.  The collection was conducted at St.
Joseph Church in High Bridge.  
Organized by Culture of Life Director, Rich Mirocco, the
Baby Shower coincides with the “International Day of
the Unborn Child” celebrated on March 25, nine
months before Christmas.  This year’s collection began
with a Pasta Supper, hosted by the Knights, at which
families were encouraged to bring a gift for the show-
er. The Knights collected more than $1,000 in cash con-
tributions and a considerable number of gift items
Knights and other parishioners at the High Bridge
church.  Bourbon Street Wine & Spirits donated the use
of their box truck for delivery of the donated items to
the Life Choices Pregnancy Center in Phillipsburg and
the Friendship Center for New Beginnings in
Flemington.  
Residents now have a way to donate baby items all
year long.  Inspired by Manager Kristen Bolek, the own-
ers of Bourbon Street Wine & Spirits have designated
their Hunterdon County stores as drop off points for
donations of Baby Items to Life Choices of Phillipsburg.
Residents interested in helping can bring items, during
normal business hours, to the Bourbon Street Stores in
Califon on County Route 513, Clinton on NJ Route 31
North, Flemington on NJ Route 31 adjacent to Stop &
Shop, and Lebanon on US Highway 22 West.

Baby Shower
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Ever mindful of our primary responsibility of charity, the
Paterson Federation of the Knights of Columbus has
embarked on a project to provide coffee for Eva’s
Village in Paterson.  Eva’s Village among the multitude
of charitable endeavors they support, serves coffee to
approximately 400 homeless people from October to
April along with lunch.  Eva’s purchasing agent, Paul
Fierro estimates for the upcoming winter season
2015/16 they will need 1,000 lbs. of coffee.  The
Paterson Federation of the Knights with about 50
Councils in the area are collecting coffee at individual
councils to meet this need.  Thus far, financial donations
have been received from the Juan Perez Council, Wayne
Council 6354 , Marion Council 3801 and St. Philip the
Apostle Council 11671.  St Philip the Apostle Council,
797 Valley Road, Clifton has also volunteered to serve as
the host collection site for this appeal.  Although being
spearheaded by the Paterson Federation, everyone is
invited to participate in this project by either providing
monetary or coffee donations.  Donations should be
sent to Knights of Columbus Council 11671 c/o St. Philip
the Apostle, 797 Valley Road, Clifton, N.J. 07013 Attn:
Eva’s Coffee Project. Checks should be made out to Eva’s
Village and those choosing to donate should donate
cans of regular ground coffee, Lipton Tea bags or gran-
ulated sugar.

Confirmation Eva’s Kitchen

Seminary

2015 Confirmation Celebration at St. Nicholas R. C.
Church in Palisades Park, NJ, presided by Most Rev.
Bernard A. Hebda, D. D., J.C.L., J.D. Coadjutor
Archbishop of Newark, including Candidates for
Confirmation, as well as Rev. Stephen Ehiahurike, S.D.V.
Pastor, Rev. Louis Caputo S.D.V., Rev. Christogonus
Iwunze, S.D.V. Parochial’s Vicars, and St. John Paul XXlll
Assembly, Knights of Columbus Honor/Color Corps.

Thank you,
John Antonacci , Grand Knight 
Coronation Council No. 1863

Saturday, April 25, 2015, at The Church of Epiphany,
Seminarians from Immaculate Conception Seminary
introduced by Rev. Robert Suszko, Vice Rector of
Immaculate Conception Seminary, who are studying for
the priesthood in the Archdiocese of Newark. 

Thank You,
John Antonacci, FC

Seminarians singing a song to Blessed Mother Mary,
together with Archbishop Hebda. 

Left to right: Mike Vaclavicek (Paterson Federation
Chairman), Fr. Jody (GK Perez Council), Bruce DeMolli
(State Secretary), Ray Lill (Past District Deputy), Paul
Fierro (Eva’s Village) and Tom Ciborski (Past State
Deputy).
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Palm Sunday Breakfast Special Citizens Drive
The South Plainfield Knight of Columbus #6203 held
their 2015 “Special Citizens Drive” from April 23rd
through April 26th. Over $10,000 ($150,000 over 10
years) was collected during the 4 day event from can-
ning at local business and donations received for this
great cause. The Knights members collected at 162
time slots over 4 days at 15 local businesses. 

Chairmen Joe Scrudato would like to thank all of the
Knights members and their families, brother Knight
Charlie Butrico for managing all of the letters that go
to the local businesses asking for donations, South
Plainfield residents, businesses and the 7 special peo-
ple (Joe & Theresa Belinski, Irene Butrico, Walter
Kula, Tom Walsh, Gary Rohrer and Sharon Scrudato)
who have been at the Knights hall the 4 days of the
drive counting money that was collected. 

Thank you,

Joe Scrudato

Holy Crusaders Council #9193 in Blackwood, NJ, pre-
pared and served complementary full course breakfast
to over 750 parishioners on Palm Sunday. The council
hosts the annual breakfast each year to show their
appreciation to the family of Our Lady of Hope Parish. 

Thank you,

Frank Bra dis, DD57n




