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Father Scully’s Final Mass
Matawan, NJ – Father John Scully celebrated his final Mass as Pastor of St. Clement
Church in Matawan on Sunday, June 28 after serving in that role for 18 years. Father
Scully is retiring after 44 years as a priest in the Trenton Diocese. Now 70, he was
ordained on May 20, 1972 by Bishop George W. Ahr at St. Mary’s. Previously he was
Pastor of Holy Innocents Church in Neptune for 15 years. 

At his farewell Mass, Father John was joined by ten of his fellow priests that he has known
throughout his tenure in the Trenton Diocese. At the conclusion of the Mass, a plaque
donated by the Knights of Columbus, Council 5324 in Matawan, on behalf of the parish,
was unveiled by Father John. 

Although retiring as Pastor, Father John will continue with his priestly duties at the call-
ing of Bishop O’Connell and will live in the diocese’s retirement home for priests in
Lawrenceville. 

PHOTO: At the conclusion of his farewell Mass at the Matawan parish where he served as
Pastor for the past 18 years, Father John Scully unveiled a plaque donated by the Knights
of Columbus on behalf of the parishioners of St. Clement Church renaming the St.
Clement religious education building as the Rev. John J. Scully Religious Education Center.
(Credit: Ann Cosentino)



The 133rd Supreme Convention that was held
in Philadelphia was a tremendous success both by the
host Pennsylvania Council and by our own New Jersey
State Hospitality committee led by Bill and Lisa Roberts
and John Gazis. The NJ State dinner at Maggiano’s
Restaurant was well attended and the service and din-
ner were excellent. My sincere thanks and appreciation
to Bill and Lisa Roberts for also chairing this event and
to John Gazis for being our host bartender. The NJ
State shirts were very popular at the convention.

The Supreme delegates were advised by the
Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson that the Supreme
Council is embarking on a new initiative to support and
help our fellow Christians who are being persecuted in
the Middle East. A council project in support of perse-
cuted Christians in the Middle East through purchase of
Solidarity Cross made in Bethlehem from rose wood
was introduced. 

The Knights have never been stronger and
more relevant. We have set new records in charity,
membership and insurance. The order is now close to
the 1.9 million member mark. We are building a better
world, one council at a time. Our charitable contribu-
tions increased by more than $3.4 million to a record
$173,550,680. New Jersey was 8th in charitable giving

among all the states. We
also set a new record in
charitable service, volunteer-
ing 71,560,617 hours.
Membership growth reached
an all-time high of 1,888,598
brother knights adding 256
new councils, 135 in the
United States. We now have
15,117 councils in our order
with the approaching of the
16,000 council not too far in
the distant future. 

As you can see our order is strong and growing
and we count on each council to continue that growth.
Our objective this year is to grow the order in New
Jersey by 2400 new members (net), begin 10 new coun-
cils and reactivate 10 councils. 

Working collectively through our incentive and awards
programs we hope to accomplish our goals.

Vivat Jesus
Bruce De Molli
State Deputy
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State Deputy’s Message

General Program Director’s Message
Hi Brothers.  I hope you had an enjoyable summer with
sun, fun, friends and family.  Now that the summer has
come to an end, we need to dust off the beach sand and
get back to work on our Knights of Columbus programs.  

I am looking forward to the challenges ahead for all of
us in the new Columbian year. We have a significant
responsibility in promoting programs as a means of liv-
ing the new evangelization, becoming the center of
parish activity, and as a vehicle for recruitment and
retention.  

Ask any active member and he will tell you the reason he
stays active is he enjoys the fraternity gained from work-
ing on Council programs.  Service programs are the
source of honor, pride, membership, and reputation for
accomplishing good.  They are especially important on
many levels, most notably the spiritual. The Gospel calls
us to live our lives as practical Catholics, and Saint John
Paul II both encouraged and challenged us to “live the
new evangelization.” 

If you are looking for ways to evangelize our faith, why
not take part in the “Keep Christ before Us” program
with coloring books, Christmas cards and Confirmation
books for your CCD programs.  These are ideal ways to

plant the seed of faith in the
mind of our youth.

One way to get charged up
in your Faith is to join our
State officers and brother
knights at the NJ State
Knights of Columbus annual
Retreat on October 23-25 at
St. Alfonso Retreat house in
Long Branch.  This is an ideal
way to invigorate your faith.
The information on these and any other program can be
found in the Grand Knights Manual.  

Let us, together, do our best and develop a calendar of
programs, with the tools supplied by our State Council
and Supreme, to have fun in doing God’s work and
bringing other like minded Catholic men into our Order.
Vivat Jesus!

Keep the Faith, 
Jim Sweeney, FDD
NJ State Council General Program Director
“Protecting God’s Kingdom”
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A new fraternal year, a new State Deputy, and a new
Membership Team. The only thing not new is our com-
mitment to bring in new members. We now have the
opportunity to revitalize our state. We can bring new
ideas and energy into our councils. In the last
Knightline we saw 45 Councils make STAR. Of those 45
we had 7 DOUBLE STAR and 5 TRIPLE STAR. 93
Councils received the COLUMBIAN AWARD,14 received
the FOUNDERS DAY AWARD and 25 Councils received
the MCGIVNEY AWARD. 

STAR COUNCIL is definitely within our reach! With 132
Councils receiving part of the Star Council Award we
should be able to double the amount of councils receiv-
ing the STAR AWARD. This is not an unreachable goal.
By continuing with our Programs, developing a strong
relationship with our insurance agents, reaching out to
our brothers in arrears and bringing in new members,
we can achieve STAR COUNCIL.

To assist you in making STAR COUNCIL we have initiat-
ed a new incentive program:

For each member that a council recruits between July 1,
2015 and June 30, 2016 less suspensions, that council
will be paid $10.00 per new/reactivated member from
the state council.(net total) The amount will be issued

as a credit towards their
state per capita bill mailed
in September.

For each new member or
reactivated member, the
sponsor will be entered into
a state drawing at the
midterm and end of year
Grand Knights meetings.
Copy of the form 100 to be
sent to the State
Membership Director. (Prizes
to be determined)

For Councils that achieve the highest membership
intake by diocese and by membership size will be invit-
ed to the end of the year Founders Day Dinner. (More
information and the criteria to come)

No one here is alone. If you need help just ask!!

Your friend in Christ,   

Mike Vaclavicek,FDD

State Membership Director

State Membership Chairman’s Message

Veterans Luncheon
The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus 4th degree
Assembly 2147 held a luncheon on June 13th for over 50
Veterans from the Menlo Park Veterans Home and the
Lyons Hospital who served in Work War II, the Korean,
Vietnam and the Middle East Wars. 

Every year the Knights celebrate all that the Veterans have
given back to the United States for our undying freedom,
so the Knights celebrated this year with the Veterans on
Flag Day. 

The Veterans were served a gourmet meal of Filet Mignon
steaks, baked potatoes and fresh asparagus and fresh
baked desserts. After dinner the Knights played Bingo with
the Veterans and gave away many prizes which were
donated by a fellow Knights of Columbus member. 

Organizer of the event was 4th degree Faithful Navigator
Joe Scrudato, who would like to thank the following
Knights for the help in making this a very special day for
our veterans. Joe McGeehan who cooked all of the food
and servers: Charlie Butrico, Lenny Kleczkowski, Bob Sanko,
Bill Butrico, Tom Walsh, Don Alexa, Steve Belanger, Rich
Durso, Tom Frantz, and the worlds best bingo caller, Phil
Thomas.



Welcome to yet another Columbian Year of the struggle
for a Culture of Life. If we are going to accomplish our
goal, we must have an intense focus and a definitiveness
of purpose that will not be swayed or lessened. You can
be sure that the abortion lobby will be doing the same!
So let’s get ready to move forward in a big way this year!

There are many programs that we can plan and execute
to do this, whether they are those that are in the Grand
Knight’s Manual or those that your council comes up
with on its own. But as we do this, we need to think
beyond individual programs to what our greater goals
are. As I said at the Grand Knights Meeting in June, we
must:

Educate the public as to why abortion, euthana-
sia, and the death penalty are wrong
Remove the barriers to the choice for life; and
Speak out as Catholic Citizens against the
Culture of Death

All of what we do, all of our programs, must be directed
towards these greater goals. This is because an educated
and informed public will make the right choice (one for
life) not because someone told them it was, but because
that is what they realized in their hearts. Women will
find that the choice that they know is right deep down
will be easier to make and that there are those around
her that will love and support her after the baby arrives.
Others, who might have been too hesitant to speak out
will be inspired by our Catholic Voices, and the silent Pro-
Life majority will be silent no more.

These three aims are the common threads that unite our
programs into an overall purpose. They make up the
message to our society that we are trying to communi-
cate. When we collect and donate diapers, wipes, formu-

la, or baby clothes, or when
we give financial support to
organizations that provide a
good home and training to
expectant mothers, we are
proving that we are not all
talk. We are demonstrating
that we understand what a
choice for life really means in
practical terms, and that we
are there to offer real, practi-
cal support and assistance
after it is made.

Next month is Pro-Life Month, when we are called upon
especially to promote this message through our deeds.
What is your council doing to advance these goals?
When you look back on this in November, how many
lives will you have saved through the ultrasound, Truth
Booth Card, life chain, Save a Life, or Adoption as an
Option program? How many hearts will you have turned
through letters to the editor, social media, or Turn It Off
Day? 

Remember, more than half the citizens of this country
are pro-life. We just need to inspire enough of them to
speak out to turn the ship around and head it in the
right direction. With focused attention and dedication,
we can do this!

Vivat Jesus!

Steven J. Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Programs Director
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Culture of Life Program Director’s Message
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Grand Knight Michael Micchelli, Council 6380, pre-
sents checks of $200 each to Detective Michael Nyhus
and Officer Ian Rasmussen of the Fairfield, NJ Police
Department. The checks were donations payable to
the National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund.
Officers of the Fairfield Police Department participat-
ed in the bicycle unity tour from New Jersey to
Washington, DC., to raise funds for the memorial
fund. 

Unity Tour

117th Anniversary
On April 26, 2015, Grand Knight Raymond M.
Mastapeter announced his Council 335 of Long Branch
celebrated their 117th year anniversary by hosting a
First Degree followed by a Mass at Holy Trinity Church,
in Long Branch. The Mass was officiated by Father Leon
Buni, a 4th Degree Knight. He was assisted by Robert J.
Vignotini, who will be taking his First Degree. 

2nd Ultra Sound

100th Birthday

State Chairman of the Ultrasound Initiative Mickey
Schiavone along with John Scocia, FDD and the
Ultrasound Committee have come up with the funds to
purchase a 2nd Ultra-Sound Mobile Van. In an effort to
extend the coverage of the movable ultrasound services
near the Campus of the State University in New
Brunswick we have purchased and just finished the
“Advertising Wrap” for the van. The picture says a
“Thousand Words”. Well done Knights of Metuchen.

St. Joseph the Carpenter Council No. 3946 in Roselle, NJ
had the rare opportunity to celebrate the 100th birth-
day of its members. Ennio John Viglianti turned 100 on
May 10th. John has been a member of the Knights of
Columbus for 65 years and a member of our parish for
68 years. John continues to be active in both Church
and Council. He was a Eucharistic Minister retiring 2
years ago. He continues to volunteer at our Parish’s
annual quarterly fundraiser. John and his wife, Mary,
are a resource for historical facts pertaining to parish,
council and town. John also belongs to a 90 and older
group that plays golf on a regular basis.

At an annual parish fundraiser on April 25th, John was
formally recognized by all in attendance. John was pre-
sented with recognition certificates from both the
Supreme Council and the New Jersey State Council.
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2015 New Jersey State Council K    
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     Knights of Columbus Installation
 New Jersey
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7784 Installation

Altar Servers Ballgame

The Knights of Columbus, Don Bosco Council 7784,
held its Installation of Officers for the 2015-2016
Fraternal Year, on Sunday July 19th, at Good Shepherd
Church, Andover, NJ. 

Pictured from left, front row, are Jim Montagne, Bob
Barcelona, PGK, Tom Sullivan, Grand Knight, Carl
Beaulieu. Back row, from left, Gerry Woodring, PGK,
Nick Testa, Don Kimble, Dan Verrico, Mike O’Connor,
Bob Tiscornia, PGK, Tom Zayac, and Doug Modrow. 

Bishop Dougherty
Lauren Testa, the Daughter of Frank Testa of St. Ann’s
Council 2853, Fail Lawn is the recipient of the 2014-
2015 Columbian Year Bishop Dougherty Scholarship. 

Lauren was awarded the scholarship based on her
excellence in course work at Bergen County Academies
for Medical Science Technology. The Scholarship
requirements are also based on service to her school,
community and church. Part of her service work in high
school included the founding of the Mental Health
Awareness Club, internships at Valley Hospital and
Hackensack University Medical Center. Lauren is the
recipient of the Girl Scout Silver Award. She is an altar
server, CYO member and Sacristan at St. Catharine’s
Church in Glen Rock. She will be attending The
University of Rochester in the Fall. 

Pictured in the photo, (R to L), are St. Ann’s Council
Grand Knight, Michael Chiocchi, the parents of the
recipient, Mrs Jane Testa, Frank Testa, Lauren Testa,
Anthony Bernice, Bishop Dougherty Scholarship
Chairman, Doug Hatler, District Deputy and Robert
Hatler, NJ State Secretary. 

Check Presentation
On July 9 the Knights of Columbus (KOC) Council
12649 in Stockholm presented $2000.00 to the
Department for Persons with Disabilities in Oak
Ridge. The funds were the result of April’s Disability
Drive.

From left: Frank Gurnari, Albert Cannarozzi, Jr., Grand
Knight Robert Petrone, Chris Brancato, Father
Matthew Twiggs, Winstone Arradaza.

Lazy, hazy, crazy days of Summer Baseball as Spanish
Council 6411 from New Brunswick takes its 11 Altar
Servers to a ballgame at Somerset Patriots Baseball
Stadium in August. 

The newest member of the council David Gomez, places
his arms over the 2 newest altar servers.

“Take me out to the Ballgame”.

Great idea for a hot day at the end of the summer.



Serving the growing Hispanic community in Middlesex
County the Knights of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Council
New Brunswick held its 5th Annual Couple Retreat at
the Consolata Missions home of Metuchen’s Assembly
664.

Council 6411 Summer of 2015 All Spanish Couples
Retreat.

The Power of One
PAGE 9

Members of the Bishop T. Hughes Council #15540 of
the Knights of Columbus recently presented a $1000
check to Elijah’s Promise, a nonprofit organization
based in New Brunswick, NJ which provides meals and
other services to those in need. 
Council #15540 meets at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church in Readington, NJ. They will be sponsoring
their 3rd annual golf tournament at Beaver Brook
Golf Course on September 21, 2015. 
Proceeds from this event will be used to further
fund their charitable endeavors. For further
information please contact the Council at
koc15540@gmail.com. 

Communion Breakfast Couples Retreat

Elijah’s Promise

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council 6203
held a Communion Breakfast on Sunday August 9th and
handed out their annual Scholarship Awards. Over
$2300 was raised last year from the Knights through
fundraising activities throughout the year. 

Gerry Butrico who is Chairman of the Scholarship
Committee and Grand Knight Tom Pollock presented
the 2015 Scholarships to the following Knights mem-
ber’s children and grandchildren. Scholarship winners
are the following:
Matthew Belanger, who is a formal Columbian Squire
will be attending NJIT. Matthew is the son of Knight
Steve Belanger.
Leonard Scarpitto, will be attending the University of
Maryland. Leonard is the son of Knight Joe Scarpitto.
Shawn Thompson, will be attending St. Joseph Catholic
High School. Shawn is the son of Knight Walter
Thompson.
Sarah Adlassnig, will be attending Bishop Ahr High
School. Sarah is the daughter of Knight Carl Adlassnig.

Pictured are Scholarship Chairman Gerry Butrico, Shawn
Thompson, Sarah Adlassnig and Grand Knight Tom
Pollock. Missing from picture are Matthew Belanger and
Leonard Scarpitto who were unable to attend the
Communion Breakfast. 

Thanks,

Joe Scrudato 



The Knights of Columbus 2560 of Ocean City, NJ awarded their
annual $500 scholarship to the following recipients pictured
left to right: K of C Grand Knight Barry Anes , Receipients:
Aurielo Calderon, Robert Cristella, Ethan Dawson, Joseph
DiMarco, JR, Christian Edney, Makenzie Leh, Katie Waldo (not
present)”.
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Today, The Reverend Joseph M. Quinlan, weekend
Assistant at St. Leo the Great Parish, celebrated his
90th-Birthday by saying the 8:30am Mass. 

At this same Mass, a contingent of dozens of
Knights of Columbus from Council 6392, based at St.
Leo’s, presented to the Parish, in Honor of
FatherQuinlan, a new large American Flag for display
within the Church. 

Shown below are the Senior Trustees of the Fr.
McGivney Council, as they Present the Flag to Father
Quinlan and ask for his Blessing of the
NationalStandard.

Happy 90th Birthday

Council 2560 Scholarship

Ronald McDonald House

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council
#6203 held their annual “Ice Cream night” on a
hot and steamy August 12th night at the hall for
its members, their families and the community. The
Knights of Columbus are all about Family and giv-
ing back to the Community. This event has grown
in the 7 years since it was started and over 50 hun-
gry people attended this year’s event. 

The Knights served Ice cream, banana splits and
orange soda floats. The world famous Ice Cream
servers were Grand Knight Tom Pollock, Joe
McGeehan and Bill Butrico.

The Monsignor O’Grady Assembly (664) of Metuchen
Celebrated with a different venue. With the appear-
ance of State Officer Vinny Tavormina and the help of
Knights from several of the councils, the 10th Annual
Family and Friends Flag Day Celebration at the Ronald
McDonald House was celebrated. The Knights were
invited by Ray Lill to fill in because he was working the
famous “Tank Pull” for wounded veterans. The Knights
ran grills filled with hot dogs and burgers, popcorn
machines and cotton candy spinners. The key was to
get all the ice donated to help keep the place COOL.
Thanks to all the Assembly 664 Knights.

Ice Cream Night
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Bayville, NJ – On Saturday, June 20th, several members
of St. Barnabas Council, Bayville, NJ helped rebuild a
local playground that was destroyed in 2012 during
Superstorm Sandy. Twelve brothers participated in the
day long project to erect a new swing set, a pirate
themed climbing tower, spinner bowl, Supernova spin-
ner and mulch the site. The playground equipment was
donated by the non-profit Alexandra�s Playground and
Kompan Playgrounds.

Ocean City Council

Saint Joseph’s New Statue

8603 New Playground 

USS New Jersey

On June 9th, The Knights of Columbus, Ocean City
Council 2560, held their officer elections. Past Grand
Knight Bill Flynn passed on his duties to new Grand
Knight Barry Anes. In addition, Past Deputy Grand
Knight Barry Anes passed on his duties to new Deputy
Grand Knight, Russ Scheidler. 

Past Grand Knight Bill Flynn placing the medallion on
new Grand Knight Barry Anes.

The 2nd New Jersey District under the direction of
Master Chester Kulak and the Knights were humbled to
participate on a solemn day such as Memorial Day, but
adding to that it’s special because the USS New Jersey
provided host to the Naturalization Process for 49 new
US Citizens! It is truly an Honor for The Knights of
Columbus Color Corps to be involved with
Naturalization process on the Most Decorated
Battleship ever, the USS New Jersey, affectionately
known as the Big J. Deacon Brian Aycsue led all in
prayer and performed a beautiful service, after which
State Deputy Andy LiPenta and Master Chester Kulak
performed a wreath laying ceremony. The Color corps
was led by Color Corps Commander John Gazis. It was a
beautiful and moving ceremony where Master Kulak
was presented with a flag to be flown over one of the
Veteran Homes in New Jersey!

Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Color Guard of Santa
Maria Assembly 0663 at the unveiling of the statue of Fr.
Mychal Judge at St. Joseph Park, East Rutherford. (See
South Bergenite story for more details).
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Coffee Collection for Eva’s Village

L-R: Paul Fierro,- Eva’s Purchasing Agent, K of C
former District Deputy and Council 11671 Past
Grand Knight Ray Lill, Eva’s Director of
Development Ms. Heather Thompson, Council
11671 Grand Knight Richard Donkersloot

In the spring of this year, Brother Paul Fierro, Knights of Columbus Council 11671 and Purchasing Agent for Eva’s
Village, made a request of all of the Knight’s Councils in the Paterson Federation to collect coffee, sugar and tea for
the needy at Eva’s Village in Paterson.  In addition to the over 3,000 meals per week they provide, Eva’s Village, dur-
ing the colder winter months, serves coffee daily to the homeless and needy of Paterson; for some this may be the
only hot thing they receive all day.  It was brother Paul’s hope to collect 600 lbs. of coffee, sugar and tea to help
offset these costs through the Knights’ donations.  The call went out and the Paterson Federation in true Knight
fashion responded with Council 11671 serving as an additional collection point.  At the end of August, the 51 coun-
cils in the Paterson Federation had supplied over 750 lbs. of coffee, 2,000 lbs. of sugar and $1,250 in cash donations.
Paul also noted “it keeps coming in”.  Ray Lill Former District Deputy and former Grand Knight of Council 11671
noted it is amazing the things that can be accomplished by a few good men for a charitable cause.  Since he has
told his friends about this drive, each morning on the steps of his porch, he finds a bag or two of coffee.




