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Greetings Brothers. 

     I'm sure that you noticed this issue of the Crusader is a little late in reaching you.  

That is intentional as I wanted to delay publication until after the 140th Supreme 

Convention, held August 2 through 4 in Nashville, concluded in order to provide you 

with highlights. 

      The opening mass held on Tuesday was concelebrated by 60 bishops, 9 

cardinals and dozens of monsignors, priests and deacons from the world over.  It was 

a most inspiring sight and liturgy.  Likewise, the closing mass held on Thursday was 

just as inspiring although it was a bit somber as it was the memorial mass in which 

our brothers who departed from us this past year were remembered by name.  There 

was also a Eucharistic adoration led by Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop William Lori. 

     One of the constants during the 3-day convention was our Supreme Knight, 

Patrick Kelly's reminder that we have been thrown completely into the breach by the 

recent Supreme Court's reversal of Roe vs. Wade putting abortion completely back 

into the hands of the states where it will be decided once and for all.  He said to us “A 

knight is a leader who stands in the breach.  The Supreme Court has enabled us to 

end the greatest injustice in United States history.  It is now up to us to stand firmly in 

our belief that life begins at conception and is not meant to end until a natural death.”  

Supreme Knight Kelly bolstered his charge by stating a recent Marist opinion poll 

showed that 70% of those asked said the states themselves should decide how 

abortion is handled.  To date, the Knights of Columbus have provided funding for 

1,556 ultrasound machines to be placed into service in pregnancy centers across the 

country saving tens of thousands of lives.  I am proud to tell you that New Jersey has 

placed eight into service in the last 18 months. 

     The new Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) program Supreme announced 

last month received a lot of attention at the convention as well.  It is only natural that 

such a program would be given the attention paid to the Roe decision.  As a 

reminder, for every $500.00 a council donates to a pregnancy support center, 

Supreme will also donate $100.00 to it.  In conjunction with this, I announced at our 

June orientation meeting that the State Council will also be providing limited 

donations in a similar fashion.  You can find all the information you need to take part 

in the ASAP program at www.kofc.org/asap   

     The other programs promoted greatly are the Order's support for and participation 

in the National Eucharistic Revival sponsored by the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops and the Eucharistic Procession. You can read more about the 

revival at https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ Each diocese in New Jersey has a 

coordinator assigned and will be reaching out to us for our support, participation and 

promotion.  Sadly, 80% of Catholics fall away from the faith by age 20 and fewer and 

fewer subscribe to the belief that the consecrated Eucharist is the body of Christ, not 

a symbolic reference to it.  I encourage you to get your council, its members and their 

families involved in these most worthwhile efforts.    (continued on page 10) 

 

 

James E. Stoever 
State Deputy 
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Brothers,  

     A quick recap of our endeavors over the last 

Columbian Year. We brought in 1,605 new members last 

year. That was 86.80% of our membership goal or 244 

short of the 1,849 that Supreme set for us. This was a 

truly amazing and fantastic accomplishment. Every one 

of you should be extremely proud of this number. We 

achieved this as a team, working together. Supreme has 

not yet given me totals on how many Star Councils were 

awarded but I can tell you that as of June 30. 2022, 85 

Councils have 100% or higher of their membership 

goals. Again, an unbelievable number. Aside from your 

membership quota, each Council needed to fulfill their 

Columbian Award, their Founders Award and their Safe 

Environment Compliance Program in order to achieve 

their Star Council Award. Supreme has set us up to hit 

our goal this year. Let’s really show them what New 

Jersey is capable of. 

     This year's goal is set at 1,875 members. Remember 

we can get that number even lower by bringing in all of 

our new members via the On-Line Program. For every 10 

that we bring in we get a reduction of 1 from that number. 

Along with Regional Territorial Contests and other 

Supreme incentives we can really bring that number 

down and make it very attainable. At the Grand Knights 

meeting in June, I challenged all of you to bring in 1 new 

member in July and 1 in August. Please do not take the 

summer off from recruiting. Ask someone to join, it really 

is that easy. The State and I really need you to work on 

this. I know you can do this because you have proven it. 

Also remember to push our Programs to future recruits. 

Our Director Ed Michalak and his team have put together 

a plethora of programs that should provide interest to all 

men. Remember that Membership and Programs work 

hand in hand. 

     Finally, our Diocesan Membership Chairmen will be 

setting up their Membership Training Seminars shortly. 

Help them out by providing them a location for this 

meeting. Most of these meetings will take place in 

September. Every Council should have a representative 

attend these meetings as much information is provided. 

Our team and I are available 24/7 to help you build your 

membership totals. Please take advantage of this 

opportunity. I wish all of you a safe, healthy and Happy 

summer. Enjoy It!  

Peter Donchak, FDD 

State Membership Director 

 

LIVE CUF DEGREES 
Tuesday, August 16,2022 

St Mary Magdalen Council 1778 
411 Cedar St, MIllville 

Candidate check-in time. 7 p.m. 

Saturday, August 20,2022 
Red Bank Council 3187 
Church of the Nativity 

180 Ridge Rd, Rumson  
Candidate check-in time. 9 a.m. 

Sunday, August 28,2022 
St. Kateri Council 13677 

St Kateri Parish 
427 Stanhopre – Sparta Rd, Sparta 
Candidate check-in time. 12:45 p.m. 

Friday, September 16, 2022 
Sacred Heart Council 2842 

235 Rochelle Ave, Rochelle Park 
Candidate check-in time 6:30 p.m. 

The online Exemplification of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity is now available 

 ON-DEMAND.  

Welcome new members  
to your council  

at their convenience 24/7.  
Send the invitation to 

 prospects today.  

NOTE: Councils must file a  
form 100 for all candidates  

who complete an 
online exemplification. 

For clarification on the difference 
between the  

Online Ceremony and 
Online Membership  

(Online Join), 
click here. 

 

mailto:pmd628@aol.com
https://www.njkofc.com/events/cuf-degree-millville-council-1778-millville-1
https://www.njkofc.com/events/cuf-degree-red-bank-council-3187
https://www.njkofc.com/events/cuf-degree-st-kateri-council-13677-sparta-1
https://www.njkofc.com/events/cuf-degree-sacred-heart-council-2842-rochelle-park-1
https://files.constantcontact.com/716460b3001/8602e940-6d4f-41d5-9592-ac8d84dc2e0c.pdf


 

* PLEASE NOTE – ALL MONTHLY REPORTS ARE DUE 

AT THE STATE COUNCIL OFFICE 

ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 
 

      Be sure to make a note of the activities that are 

scheduled for the next several months.  

 

August 2022 
Aug 1 -   Form #365 due at Supreme 
Aug 2. 3. 4 – Supreme Convention – Nashville, Tenn 
Aug 4 -   Coast Guard Birthday – Fly your Flag 
Aug 12 – Fr Michael J. McGinvey’s 170th Birthday 
Aug 14 – 132nd Anniversary of Fr McGivney’s death 
Aug 15 - Audit Report due at Supreme 
Aug 15 - Assumption of Mary 
Aug 29 - Birthday of Reginald Beckett, KGCHS, PSD, FSD 

 

September 2022 
Sept 5 -   Labor Day – Fly your Flag 
Sept 11 - Patriot’s Day – Fly your Flag 
Sept 14  - Birthday of Dr. Daniel Rossi, PSD 
Sept 18 - Air Force Birthday – Fly your Flag 
Sept 20 - National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Sept 27 – Birthday of Raymond Sands, State Secretary 

 
October 2021 

October 2 - Rosary Rally North – Clifton  
October 6 ~ Birthday of Andrew Lipenta, FVSM, PSD, FM 
October 9 -  Rosary Rally South  - Mount Laurel 
October 10 ~ Columbus Day 
October 13 ~ U.S. Navy Birthday – Fly Your Flag 
October 16 ~ Birthday of W. James White, FSD, PSD 
October 21, 22. 23 – State Retreat 
October 30 – Newark Diocese Formed (1853) 
October 31 ~ Halloween 
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PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE CRUSADER 

ARE AVAILABLE BY CLICKING HERE 

 

http://www.njkofc.org/fileadmin/user_upload/njkofc/pdf/Media/Sign_Up_For_State_E-Newsletters/E-Newsletter_INDIVIDUAL_Request_Form_5-14-2014.pdf
http://www.njkofc.org/start/media/the-crusader.html


                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Each year, we conduct 2 Family Rosary Rallies 1 
in the Southern & 1 in the Northern parts of New 
Jersey. Refer to 5.6 for the dates for north and 
south.  
      As Knights of Columbus we honor our Blessed 
Virgin Mary, our dear Mother of God by praying the 
Rosary for the intentions of making reparation for the 
blasphemy. 
     The Rosary is an old prayer that is always new, 
leading us to Jesus through Mary. The Blessed 
Mother urged everyone to pray the Rosary during her 
apparitions at Fatima, Portugal. She called herself the 
“Lady of the Rosary,” and promised that the Rosary 
would help people grow in their faith, convert sinners, 
and bring about world peace. The feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary is celebrated on October 7th when all 
are invited to meditate upon the mysteries of Christ by 
following the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
recalling the incarnation, passion, and glorious 
resurrection of the Son of God. The Rosary is a 
prayer with a long tradition, yet it is still a prayer for us 
today. It is simple and powerful and is credited with 
granting tremendous favors and blessings.  
 

The Joyful Mysteries            The Luminous Mysteries  
The Sorrowful Mysteries       The Glorious Mysteries  
 

     Are your Council Members routinely saying the 
Rosary at your meetings? Are you routinely saying 
the Rosary with your family? 
     For those attending from a distance, consider the 
following: Pack a lunch; Car or Van Pool, Council 
Cluster and Rent a Bus; bring your Council’s Banner 
or Flag. Our strength is in our Unity. The Rosary will 
nourish family life. “Help Keep a Promise to Say the 
Rosary.” 
 

ROSARY RALLY NORTH – Sunday, October 2nd   
Contact Peter Kueken, Jr, FDD 

 
ROSARY RALLY SOUTH – Sunday, October 9th    

Contact Peter Cassiano, FDD 
 

 

     With all the unrest In our nation right now, we need 

God now more than ever. Fly your Flag at home, your 

business, wherever you can, and under it fly the One 

Nation Under God pennant. 

   Our goal with these programs is to increase the 

knowledge and understanding of our Flag and promote 

the proper displaying, respect and care of our national 

sovereign. 

   We are asking all councils in the state to Fly their 

Flags at their Council home as well as from their 

personal homes during the year, especially on the 

following dates: 

Coast Guard Birthday – August 4, 2022 

Labor Day – September 5, 2022 

Patriot Day – September 11, 2022 

Air Force Birthday – September 18, 2022 

Columbus Day – October 10, 2022 

Navy Birthday – October 13, 2022 

United Nations Day – October 24, 2022 

Election Day – November 8, 2022 

Marine Corps Birthday – November 10, 2022 

Veteran’s Day – November 11, 2022 

Thanksgiving Day – November 24, 2022 

Pearl Harbor Day – December 7, 2022 

Christmas Day – December 25, 2022 

New Year’s Day -- January 1, 2023 

Martin Luther King Day – January 16, 2023 

Lincoln’s Birthday – February 12, 2023 

President’s Day – February 20, 2023 

Washington’s Birthday – February 22, 2023 

Armed Forces Day – May 21, 2023 

Memorial Day – May 29, 2023 

D- Day - June 6, 2023 

Flag Day - June 14, 2023 

 Army Birthday - June 14, 2023 

Juneteenth, June 19. 2023 

Independence Day - July 4, 2023 

  We feel that our display of the Flag of our Nation at 

these times will renew and increase every American to 

show their Patriotic feelings, hopefully by remembering 

what the day stands for, rather than another shopping 

spree. 

And please remember to help keep us 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD 

John A Gazis, FDD,  

State Chairman, One Nation Under God / Fly the Flag 

 

mailto:reginamundi@optonline.net
mailto:5thdegree@comcast.net
mailto:skjgazis@aol.com


 

 

 

  

Brothers, 
     As was discussed at the June GK/DD Meeting, 
you should have submitted the Report of Officers 
Chosen (#185) and the Service Program Personnel 
Report (#365) by June 30.  If you need help, the 
Supreme website has training videos on how to fill 
them out here: 
http://www.kofc.org/en/videos/fraternal-training-
library.html. 
     As also discussed in June, certain State and 
Council officers/chairmen are required to take safe 
environment training, and some may also be 
required to provide authorization for a background 
check.  A link to training will be provided via email to 
those entered on Form #365, so be sure to submit 
the form immediately. 
     As you plan your Programs for this Columbian 
Year, consult with your Pastor or Chaplain, and 
conduct your Council Organizational Meeting so 
that you and your Council are prepared for a 
successful year. 
Eucharistic Procession –  
a new focus started by the USCCB.  Work with your 
Parish/Diocese to conduct a Procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament through your community, 
bringing Jesus to everyone along the route. 
Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) –  
Help mothers and babies by supporting pregnancy 
resource centers and maternity homes.  For every 
$500 your Council or Assembly donates to a 
pregnancy resource center or maternity home (up to 
$2,000), the Supreme Council will donate $100. 
     Recognize and honor the good work and faith of 
the families in your parish. Hold up these families as 
models for your community throughout the year 
through the Family of the Month Program. Submit 
your family selection every month through the 
online Fraternal Programs Report Form (#10784).  
     Also be sure to log into the NJ State Council 
website at www.njkofc.com in order to view the 
online Directory, and updated GK Handbook, and 
links to all State and Supreme Program information 
and accompanying forms/reports.      
Vivat Jesus! 
Ed Michalak, FDD 
General Program Director 
 

Dear Brother Sir Knights, 
     First off, I would like to thank soon to be Former 

Master of the First District of New Jersey, my friend 

and Brother, Sir Knight, Paul Pinkman. A hearty 

congratulations for a job so well done. It has been an 

utmost pleasure to work along with you and your 

District Team. May you continue to enjoy staying 

busy with the State and the Fourth Degree. Welcome 

and congratulations to the 1st District’s new District 

Master. We all support you in your endeavors! 

    For all Councils, kindly send in your Form 365 by 

August 1, 2022. The following day many are traveling 

to Nashville, Tennessee for the National Supreme 

Convention. If you cannot attend in person, please do 

yourself a favor and watch it online via the link that is 

provided by Supreme on the Supreme website or on 

EWTN. You will not be sorry.  Your Council and 

Assembly Audit Forms are due on the Assumption of 

Mary, August 15th. 

     Happy Birthday and congratulations to all Coast 

Guard veterans on August 4, 2022. I ask that 

everyone to proudly, fly high your American flags on 

your homes, churches, Councils and Assembly 

homes. Thank you to all for your dedication and 

service.   

     In history, our Nation’s Capital in Washington, 

D.C. was invaded by British forces that burned the 

Capitol, the White House and most other public 

buildings along with a number of many private 

homes. The burning was in retaliation for the earlier 

American burning of York (Toronto) during the War of 

1812 on August 24 – 25, 1814. As Knights we revel 

in our Nation’s History. Let us keep the swords of the 

Order bright for Life, Liberty and that infamous 

pursuit for happiness welled up in our hearts and 

mind by stepping up to the plate and support the 

American ideals that we all so enjoy!  

     Till next month, fly our Nations Flag. If you don’t 

have one, purchase one. Be proud to be an 

American!  

     Respectfully submitted on behalf of VSM Wych, 

1st District MFD Paul Pinkman and myself 
John W. Brandon, MFD 

Master, 2nd New Jersey District 

 

about:blank
about:blank
http://www.njkofc.com/
mailto:evm3@yahoo.com
mailto:jnjbrandon@verizon.net


 

  

 

     Hello Worthy Brothers, I am reaching out to you for help with our efforts to help with an insidious 
disease known as Alzheimer’s. It is a devastating disease that creates havoc to all involved. I pray 
that you will never experience it, but I will bet many have already. I have personally experienced this 
destructive disease and there is not enough space unfortunately to explain all the effects of 
Alzheimer’s. It not only affects that one family member or friend but the whole family and support 
system. As the person’s disease progresses it becomes more and more difficult for those who love 
the person to cope. Each day it slowly gets more difficult, until in some cases they can no longer take 
care of the person and ultimately they reach a time they need to reach out and place the person in a 
facility that can better serve their needs.  
     I personally experienced it with my father and I could tell you some stories that run the gamut from 
funny to sad to truly painful. It took an effort, that my mother shouldered the most, as she never gave 
up and would not put dad in a facility! I can tell you first hand the strain it put on her taking care of 
him. For him he was blessed that the Lord decided 5 years (many are much longer) was enough 
suffering for him and took him home. You can’t imagine unless you have experienced the range of 
emotions you go through when you physically have a person, but they no longer know who you are, 
and how or why you are trying to help them. They no longer know or trust you and everything starts to 
fail on them, they become just like a child before they retreat into themselves. They are lost, scared 
and don’t know those around them. It is the caregivers that suffer the most. They try to help, console 
and reason with the unreasonable. They cook, clean, bath try to get them to swallow their medicines 
etc. all while trying to keep them calm, active and in a familiar place, before they lose more of that 
person. Each day, it progresses for the worse, and there is only so much a caregiver can take, all 
while doing everything in their capacity to support and help while watching them disappear right 
before their eyes. I wish I could explain it more but space does not allow.              
     Our mission and request for your help is to help us raise funds to the Alzheimer’s Respite for 

caregivers!  YES the caregivers, if we can raise funds so we can get them some help and support, 

just so they can get away for an hour or two to regroup and recharge their batteries, it will make the 

care better for all involved. Any time away so they can decompress and know that their loved one is 

safe with a caregiver who understands the disease and knows how to deal with the patient in a proper 

way safely puts their mind at ease. So, please brothers, we are looking for donations for just such a 

cause, whether its personal, corporate, council, assembly, pass the hat at meetings, have a 

fundraiser, a percentage of events proceeds, etc. Whatever it takes will be appreciated! How about an 

Alzheimer’s drive like the tootsie roll drive? Brothers I know you are creative and I trust you! If you 

would like all the facts and figures you can go to: https://www.alz.org/.  

     Brothers, we are here help others and I truly pray that each of you never experience this disease. 

If you have questions please don’t hesitate to ask. We hope to have your support and the donation 

form is in the GK Handbook. For those with questions in the North please contact my partner,       

Neal McGarrity 201-223-7967 or mcgarritye@aol.com and those in the south, please contact me, 

Chris Tomasello 609-839-3701 or dd50tom@gmail.com  

On behalf of Neal McGarrity, myself, and the State Council, thank you for your support in advance.                                                                                                                                                

Vivat Jesus,   

Christopher Tomasello, FM 

                                                                                                                                                                     

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:dd50tom@gmail.com
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Brothers, 

   Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of 

Columbus 140 years ago with two purposes in mind: To 

strengthen men in their faith and to provide for the widow 

and orphan if the breadwinner died or could not work. 

      Our Order continues his mission today. That two-

pronged approach to the young Catholic men of New 

Haven, Connecticut was important then and even though 

much has changed in our society since 1882, I believe 

that approach is important now. I am honored and 

blessed to be a part of continuing that mission. While we 

work together to strengthen our brother Knights in their 

faith, We are able to work to secure the future for those 

who are left behind. For those who know us and the 

indispensable work we do for our members, you already 

have a good idea of how we do that work. But I’d like to 

take a minute to explain our approach. 

     Our approach is to help members solve problems. 

The most important thing we can do for you is listen: 

listen to what you want to accomplish, listen to what 

keeps you up at night, listen to the plans you have for 

you and your family’s future. And the first step is to take 

stock of where a family is at the present…a snapshot of 

this time in your life.  

     The Order has equipped us with a financial needs 

analysis platform to help you take that snapshot. We 

plug in the information and it does the calculations, 

taking any bias out of the process. If your analysis shows 

there are gaps, we can discuss how to fill those gaps. 

We have a wide range of life insurance products that can 

be tailored to your needs if that is where the gap is.  

   We have fixed rate annuities that are designed for 

retirement savings. 

    Long-term care insurance and disability income 

insurance can provide peace of mind for the unexpected 

that life throws at us. 

      Stepping back and taking stock is not a difficult 

process and we try to make it as easy as possible. We 

can meet with you face to face or if you prefer, we can 

meet virtually. Our goal is to fulfill Fr. McGivney’s 

mission of taking care of every member and his family in 

this council. But we want to further his legacy and offer 

membership to every man eligible in the parish. His goal 

was to protect Catholic Families… That’s our goal too.  

Vivat Jesus 

Robert McGeehan 
General Agent 
 

Brothers, 
     I hope that you are having a great summer. It is 
not to early to start thinking of the Star award. So, 
with that being said, we have some great programs 
in the family section that could use the help of your 
council financially: Alzheimer’s Awareness, Food 
for Families and Bishop Dougherty Scholarship.  
     The Scholarship Awardees for 2022 are as 
follows: 

• Thomas W. Finnegan, son of Terence 
Finnegan, Council 5170, Washington Twp 

• Christine Marie Hruby, daughter of Joseph 
Hruby, Jr., Council 6100, Budd Lake.  

• Charles R. Wyckoff, Council 13677, Sparta, 
     Scholarships are awarded to the children or 
grandchildren of members of NJ KofC Councils that 
are High School Seniors. The basis of the award is 
Academic achievement and participation in School, 
Church, and Community activities. 
     The Fund is supported solely by the donations 
from NJ Councils. Please make a motion at your 
next Council Meeting to send a check to the Fund. 
The number of awards is based on the amount in the 
Fund. 
     Family Food Baskets too is right around the 
corner as Thanksgiving is only 2 months away and 
there are many families out there that are not doing 
as well as we would hope. No child should ever go to 
bed hungry. 
     I know that I harped on this in every Family article 
last year, so it will not be a surprise to see me doing 
it again this year. Family of the Month/Knight of 
the Month. There were two, yes, a whopping two 
entries from the great state of New Jersey, or should 
I say the fizzling state of New Jersey. Believe me, I 
would love to have three hundred entries a month to 
choose from, but I guess submitting a form for a well 
deserving brother or family is too hard. The two 
councils that are sending this in, keep up the 
magnificent work! 
     Last year was great, Let us make this year even 
better. A council that runs successful programs, will 
grow in membership, and a little birdie has told me 
Membership is going to be big this year. 
     I would be remiss in not bringing up Safe 
Environment; Make Sure that your directors that 
need to complete the Safe Environment Training are 
complying. 
     Keep Christ in Christmas, it is not to early to 
start planning, whether it is Christmas Cards, 
magnets, signs, or the Poster contest. 
Vivat Jesus. 
Jeffrey Hawarden DD30, Family Program Director 
 
     Praying that you are all in Good health! 
Vivat Jesus, 

Jeffrey Hawarden, DD,  Family Program Director 

mailto:%20robert.mcgeehan@kofc.org
mailto:JeffthKofC@outlook.com,
mailto:JeffthKofC@outlook.com
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     This year, 2022, we begin the fourth year for the NJ State Council Life Programs 
Team to organize and increase the existing support for the 40 Days for Life 
Observances throughout the state. 
     The Fall, 2022 Observance begins on Wednesday September 28 and runs 
through Sunday November 6. 
     As noted in the movie “Unplanned”, as many as 75% of the women planning an 
abortion change their minds if people are praying in front of the abortion clinic when 
they arrive. 
     Knights and their families can make a tremendous impact if they come out and 
pray as part of the 40 Days Observance. 
     Please pass the information below to the members of your council.  Please 
organize your members and their families to go to the abortion clinics and pray 
during the September 28 – November 6 period.  Please ask them to contact the 
local coordinator, so that they may join in at the most beneficial times. 
     There are few council activities which have no cost; this is one. 
     Remember, in order to put good intentions into action “You Gotta Show-up”! 
     Feel free to contact me directly or have any council contact me if I can assist in 
any way. 
     With fraternal thanks, 
     Mark Kiernan, PGK 
     Liaison to 40 Days for Life 

 

40 Days for Life 

Fall 2022 Observance Sites in NJ 

September 28 to November 6, 2022 
Camden                                        Metuchen                                        Newark 

             American Ob/Gyn Services               Planned Parenthood                            Pilgrim Medical Center 

             333 E. Jimmie Leeds Road                  10B Industrial Drive                              365 Bloomfield Avenue 

            Atlantic City/Galloway   08205                  New Brunswick   08901                        Montclair   07042 

            Contact                  Contact                                                  Contact 

             Esther Hermanau   609-992-9395                  Summer   848-228-3578                        Lisa Hart   973-769-4422 

    

             Cherry Hill Women's Center                 Planned Parenthood                             Options LLC  

           502 N. Kings Hwy                 66 East Washington Avenue                  1024 Park Avenue 

             Cherry Hill   08034                Washington   07882                                Plainfield   07060 

             Contact   856-313-9861                Contact  973-525-6692                          Contact   908-462-4041 

              Claire Howson                  Jennifer English                                      Lisa Muller Munoz    

    

  Paterson   Trenton 
              Planned Parenthood                         Planned Parenthood  

                       196 Speedwell Avenue  69 Newman Springs Road  

             Morristown   07960   Shrewsbury   07702  

                Contact    973-933-2800  Contact    732-610-7437 

                 Frances Spillman         Lillian Eagan   

 

mailto:mvkiernan@aol.com
mailto:ethel@lifeneteducation.org
mailto:chooselifeforever2020@gmail.com
mailto:lisahartpt@yahoo.com
mailto:claire@helpersnj.org
mailto:amjadopt@comcast.net
mailto:Plainfield40DaysforLife@gmail.com
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Dear Brother Knights, 
     I hope all of you are enjoying your summer so far. 
And to those of you that attended our first in-person 
Supreme Convention since 2019, I hope you had a 
safe trip. 
     Now, the overwhelming majority of us were born in 
the United States and have spent the bulk of our lives 
living here; and as such, sadly, we take our Country as 
well as our American citizenship for granted. But when 
you do talk to a foreign born citizen or resident alien, 
and ask him or her “Why did you leave your 
homeland?” or “Why did you come to America?” 
invariably you will almost certainly get the exact same 
response, “For a better life for myself and for my 
family.” And quite honestly, who could blame them. 
     Now, we would be remiss if we were to just end the 
conversation then and there and not tell that Catholic 
gentlemen of how he would help his family by joining 
the Knights of Columbus. Anyone coming for a better 
life for their family would certainly want to see their 
family protected in the tragic event that something 
should happen to them. Let them know of the benefits 
of membership of the Knights of Columbus and of our 
insurance program. Let them know about the $1,000 
accidental death benefit for all members, insurance 
and associate alike. Tell them about the Catholic 
college and university scholarship program for children 
of deceased armed forces members or public safety 
personnel.  Have your council hold a Fraternal Benefits 
Night (something necessary to achieve Star Council 
anyway) and invite them to it. Many immigrants leave 
communist or socialist regimes or even a democratic 
welfare state where everything is taken care of cradle 
to grave, womb to the tomb, and therefore the concept 
of life insurance is, no pun intended, completely 
foreign to them. Even most Americans don’t have the 
foggiest idea as to the skyrocketing cost of funeral 
expenses and therefore to necessity to protect your 
family from financial ruin. 
     Lastly, I once attended one of the Catholic Men’s 
Conferences that was hosted by the Archdiocese of 
Newark and the speaker said, “If you truly love 
someone, you want the best for them. And if you truly 
love someone and want what is best for them, then 
what could possibly be better for them than for them to 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” Well, here’s where 
the wives come into play. Try telling the wives to 
convince their husbands to join the largest lay Catholic 
men’s organization in the World. An organization that 
will make them better men, better husbands, better 
fathers, and better Catholics. And on top of that will 
leave their families financially safe and secure should 
God-forbid anything happen to the chief breadwinner 
of the family and keep alive and well the vision of our 
Founder, the Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney                
Vivat Jesus! 
Peter Walentowicz, FDD,  
Ethnic & Cultural Development Director  

 
 

Worthy Brother Knights, 
     The LIFE PROGRAMS offered by the Supreme and 
State Councils offer our membership, their families, 
and parishes the opportunity to make a difference.  
Please review the GK Reference Guide, Section 8, 
LIFE PROGRAMS, and select programs that your 
council are interested in. 
ASAP (New Supreme Program) 
     On June 24, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a 
Mississippi law banning abortion after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy, concurrently overturning Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark ruling that legalized abortion nationwide 
nearly 50 years ago. The Knights of Columbus is now 
strengthening its support for pregnancy resources 
centers and maternity homes through ASAP, a new 
pro-life initiative announced earlier this month. Refer to 
GK Ref Guide and Supreme Website (kofc.org) for 
addition information. 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE: Council officers are asked to 
organize their council members, families, and parishes 
to pray daily for one hour for the Sanctity of Life during 
the Fall Observance begins on Wednesday September 
28 through Sunday November 6.  When possible, 
arrange to hold a prayer service at a local abortion 
center. Research shows that up to 75% of the 
appointments scheduled do not enter the clinic during 
this time. Please contact Mark Kiernan for additional 
info. 
SILVER ROSE: Share the message of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and promote respect for life by participating 
in prayer services promoting the dignity of all human 
life and honoring Our Lady.  Councils, Assemblies and 
Chapters are encouraged to hold a Silver Rose prayer 
service. 
Please contact State Chairman, Michael Choma to 
make arrangements for the Silver Rose.  
New Jersey Diocesan Silver Rose Tour Schedule 
• September 18-22, 2022: Diocese of Paterson 
• September 23-28, 2022: Archdiocese of Newark 
• September 29-Oct 3, 2022: Diocese of Metuchen 
• October 4-9, 2022: Diocese of Trenton 
• October 10-15, 2022: Diocese of Camden 

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES DRIVE: The drive 
runs from April until the following March.  All councils 
to partake in this most worthy cause, helping those 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.   
The State Knights are a Platinum Partner with Special 
Olympics New Jersey donating $25,000.  This is made 
possible by the 10% council donations. 
MARCH FOR LIFE: Councils, start your planning to 
participate in the Washington, DC March for Life  or 
the Trenton Rally.    
Gary L. Seals, FDD,, 
Life Program Director 
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Brothers, 
      Our Soccer Challenge will be here before you 

know it.  We hope you are all making plans to 

hold your Council competition in a few weeks. Get 

stated by ordering the Soccer Challenge kit (SC – 

KIT) 

     Let me introduce our Soccer Challenge 2022 

team, below. A huge THANK YOU Worthy 

Brothers for taking the lead! Please feel free to 

reach out to anyone of us with any questions. 

State Chairman, Vito Pulito 

Regional Coordinators: 

  Camden – Tom Perrotti  

  Metuchen – Daniel Murphy 

  Newark –  Joseph O’Boyle  

  Paterson – John McBride   

  Trenton – Vito Pulito   

     We have an aggressive program schedule and 

it is very critical that we hit the target dates below:  

Council - Target no later than end of September 

District – Target no later than mid-October –  

TBD by District Deputy  

Regional -    Target no later than end of October –  

TBD by Regional Coordinator 

State Final - Target early to mid-November –  

TBD by State Chairman 

     The key to a successful program is 

COORDINATION & COMMUNICATION. Our 

team is fully engaged with the program and 

timeline. A must do as a Council leader is to 

contact your District Deputy with your soccer 

challenge details and also contact your regional 

coordinator listed with the same. This will ensure 

transparency of the activities. This clearly signals 

that we are all on the same page and have a 

smooth Soccer Challenge. This year our goal is to 

have participants from all regions and winners in 

all age groups in the finals. The team and I look 

forward to an OUTSTANDING 2022 Soccer 

Challenge and most important let’s make sure our 

little soccer stars have FUN!! 

Vivat Jesus, 

Vito Pulito, FDD 

State Chairman 
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     Our Supreme Knight reminded us of the challenges 

laid out for us by our Blessed founder, that we are 

“summoned to the depths of the deepest need.  We must 

build up rather than tear down.” 

     We were honored to be addressed during the 

Wednesday business session of the convention by the 

Bishop of Ukraine, Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki.  In his address 

Bishop Mokrzycki could not have been more appreciative 

of the support the Ukrainian people have been receiving 

from the people of the United States.  He said “without the 

Americans, Ukraine would no longer exist”.  He said of us 

that we are living out the words of Jesus when he said 

“when I was hungry you gave me something to eat.  I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink.  I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you looked after me.”  Bishop Mokrzycki then 

urged us with the words “do not stop.  Even the 

breadcrumbs from your table are enough for us.  

Europe has shown us the limits of their support.  

You Americans have shown your support is 

limitless”. 

     Let us work together my brothers to continue in our 

fight to create a culture of life, in all of its forms.  The 

cancel culture we see building around us does nothing 

but create a culture of intolerance and indifference.  We 

may not all agree on everything but we must be tolerant 

of those who respectfully disagree with us and they must 

be tolerant of us and our views. 

     Closer to home I am announcing that I have appointed 

Former District Deputy Tom Ponting as the new Executive 

Secretary for the State Council.  Tom is succeeding John 

Connell who has decided to retire after more than 20 

years in the position.  I know you all join me in both 

thanking John for his years of service to us and wishing 

him well in his retirement. I also ask that you make note of 

this change and reach out to Tom for those things you 

formerly would contact John about.  The email address 

remains njkofc@aol.com but ALL non-electronic 

correspondence should be sent to Tom at the following 

address: 709 Bunker Hill Avenue, Lawrenceville, NJ 

08648. The State Council's telephone number remains 

(973) 736-5632.  Please join me in thanking Tom for his 

willingness to take on this role. 

     Another change at the State Council is that I have 

appointed State Warden Scott Williams to the newly 

created position of State Youth Protection Compliance 

Director.  Scott will be responsible for seeing that all of 

our local councils are compliant with the Order's Office of 

Youth Protection compliance mandate. This, youth 

protection, is an area far too critical to be dismissed or put 

aside until later. The sooner you and your council are fully 

compliant the better.  Don't wait, do it now! 

Fraternally, James E. Stoever, State Deputy 

     I thank you, my brothers, for all that you do in the 

name of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. 
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 State Deputy James E. Stoever, along with the entire NJ State Council and the Newsletter Staff, would like to 
take this opportunity to wish ALL councils best wishes on their Charter Anniversary.  
    May your council continue to grow and do good deeds for many more years to come!  Let’s continue to grow 

our Order, expand our programs and continue to be “Let it Begin With Me!!” 

Council  Council Name Council City Charter Date 

253 Elizabeth Elizabeth 08 01 1897 

11409 Fr. James A. Russell Warren 08 01 1994 

11415 Millstone Valley Hillsborough 08 01 1994 

5015 Msgr. Eugene S. Burke River Edge 08 02 1960 

12974 Msgr James F Gacquin Sandyston 08 05 2001 

2393 St. Elizabeth Basking Ridge 08 08 1922 

11644 Our Lady of Mercy Asbury Park 08 15 1995 

6504 East Hanover East Hanover 08 20 1973 

12545 St Bernard Rockaway 08 20 1999 

12769 Mary Immaculate Secaucus 08 23 2000 

439 Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Haddon Twp 08 25 1899 

7648 Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Jersey City 08 28 1980 

5337 Sacred Heart Willingboro 08 29 1962 
 

   

[NOTE: Due to the large number of anniversaries in certain months, we may have to limit the publishing list to 
the names of councils celebrating their 25th, 50th, 75th and 100th Anniversary in some months. When there is 
adequate space for more, we will include all Councils] 
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