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From the Principal
On Palm Sunday, I had the opportunity to be interviewed by Father Tom Burke on Catholic Education
Plus, a series on KDKA news radio. This weekly podcast from the Diocese of Pittsburgh takes a look at
education from the Catholic perspective. I encourage you to not only listen to my interview, but the
interviews of others as we have a chance to share broadly about the successes of Catholic schools,
especially during this challenging time.

Fr. Tom and I covered a range of topics--how we managed to stay open 5 days a week, the importance of
critical thinking and how that is woven into the curriculum, our collaboration with the St. Anthony, and
sports. What I was also proud to talk about is our collaboration and partnership with parents, and the
importance of faith, especially during the Easter season. 

As I mentioned to Father Tom, as a school in our 4th year, continuing to build relationships and
connections is critical. This in turn builds trust, a relational trust. Between families, and teachers, and the
leadership. As a community, we needed to trust that each would fulfill their role in keeping students safe
so that they could continue learning in the classroom. Students have been in the building all year and we
have been creative and successful with finding ways to build and enhance relationships. 

This Easter season, considered the most important time in the liturgical year, gives us many opportunities
to pray and reflect as a community. Every Friday during Lent, our 8th graders were in charge of Stations
of the Cross. What a great way for them to be leaders for not only the school community, but for others.
Stations were live-streamed, which allowed parishioners to follow them on Friday afternoons. A true
example of the students giving back to their community.  

While it has been a challenging year, we have much to celebrate and be proud of. Please take some time
to click below, listen to the podcast, and hear more about BTA’s story!

Happy Easter!
Mrs. E

Catholic Education Plus Interview

From The Classrooms

As we finished up the 3rd quarter, our students
have been been hard at work in their classrooms.
So many amazing things have been happening.
Here are a few of the highlights:

Kindergarten has been studying about eagles and
like to regularly observe the live-feed of the Hays
bald eagle nest on the Smartboard in Mrs.
Bridgeman's class. They also read
"The Giving Tree", worked on addition facts, and
learned about the water cycle in STEM. They also
celebrated Read Across America Day with a lot of
fun activities.

First grade has been learning about expository
writing, different fact families, and they also
celebrated Read Across America Day. In STEM
they observed transpiration up close. They have
also been working with pastels and clay in art
class.

https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/podcasts/catholic-education-plus-20662/catholic-education-plus-3-28-21-360051874


Second grade started their first novel study of the
year. They are reading "Dory Fantasmagory" by
Abby Hanlon. They have also been working on
coding in STEM and have started multiplication in
math class. They continue to prepare for their First
Holy Communion which will take place on May 1st.

Third grade spent St. Patrick's Day trying to catch
that sneaky leprechaun. Each student had to use
their engineering skills to design a box to catch
that green leprechaun. They had a chance to show
them off to their friends in the preschool. We
wonder if any of them were successful?

In fourth grade they are reading "Fuzzy," by Tom
Angleberger and Paul Dellingerone, one of the
English Festival books. They continue to practice
long division in math and have been working on
their President research project in social studies.
They, too, are working on coding skills in STEM.

Fifth grade is also reading "Fuzzy" to prepare for
the English Festival. IN art they are modeling with
clay and reviewing sketching in their sketch books.
They even took advantage of the nice weather and
headed outside for art class.

The sixth graders took a nature walk around
campus to see the early signs of Spring in STEM
class. They are also learning about earthquakes
and seismic waves. In social students they
finished up their study of the Roman Empire and
presented their Roman Newscasts.

Seventh grade finished up the quarter with an owl
pellet dissection lab. What a great way to find out
what owls eat! They recently finished reading "Wild
Birds", by Wendelin Van Draanen, as they prepare
for the English Festival.

In eighth grade they have diving into deep learning
about the periodic table in science class. In art
students are designing their own Stations of the
Cross.



News from The PTG

Thanks to our Middle School Service Club for
stuffing the prize bags that were given to our
preschool through 3rd grade students during our
Easter Egg Hunt. The PTG sponsored the hunt
and provided the candy and other goodies that the
kids received.

Fundraising News

A HUGE thanks goes out to our school
community for the success of our Pot O'Gold
Bash on March 13th. Our virtual event raised
$45,680, which will all go toward our operating
costs for the year. We could not have done this
without all of the support from our parents,
teachers, and friends of BTA.

SAVE THE DATE! BTA Annual Golf Outing
will take place on Monday, June 14th, at
Pittsburgh National Golf Club. Registration
information coming soon.

Looking to win a new purse for spring? BTA's
Purse Raffle Tickets will be on sale the week
of March 29. Tickets are $20 and offer two
chances to win daily. (Winning numbers based
on the daily Pick 3 Lottery number.) Only 500
tickets will be sold. Purses will be awarded
starting Sunday, May 9th, and through Sunday,
May 22nd. On that day, the grand prize of a
Louis Vuitton Neverfull Bag will be awarded.
Tickets can be purchased online. Click here to
view the calendar of purses.

Click here--Purse Raffle
Ticket

https://nhrces.org/designer-purse-lottery
http://www.btabag2021.givesmart.com


Athletics Update

Congratulations to our JV Boys Basketball
team on winning our school's 13th Diocesan
Championship! It was an extremely hard
fought game with our Bulldogs battling back
from being down in the 4th quarter against Ave
Maria Academy. The JV Boys were section
champions.

Basketball is officially over and we are excited
that all our Diocesan teams made the playoffs.
Our Varsity Boys team lost to St. Kilian's in the
semifinals. They were co-section champions.

Congratulations to our 5th grade Lady
Bulldogs! They came in 2nd place in the
Archangel Gabriel Basketball Tournament
losing to Ave Maria Academy in the finals.

We also had 24 students participating on our
developmental teams and 26 joined for Little
Bulldogs!

Alumni News

Hi Bulldogs, from J.P. Byrnes! Since
leaving BTA, I am now in my sophomore
year at Central Catholic. Starting in my
freshman year, I was able to participate
in football, basketball and some
preseason track before we were shut
down due to Covid. For all of us, this
year has had its ups and downs. During
the constant changes from online, hybrid
to full in person, I was still able to run
Cross Country, play basketball and run



track. I have been on the honor roll for
each quarter and challenged
academically during my first 2 years.

St. Patrick's Day Fun

Our BTA students really
got into the spirt of St.
Patrick's Day on March
17th. There were so many
great outfits for the dress
down day! Our 4th graders
got to spend time with
their preschool buddies
reading stories and doing
a scavenger hunt around
the school. Third grade
worked on catching that
sneaky leprechaun and
second grade made crafts
and wrote letters for shut
ins. We also raised almost
$200 that we donated to
the Hibernian Hunger
Project.

The Easter Bunny Comes to Town

At the end of the month our preschool
through 3rd grade classes had a chance to
do some special Easter activities. Our



Kindergarten class made bunny and lamb
crafts. Our preschool and 4th grade buddies
played games, read stories and had a
snack together. Everyone got to run and
play on the field as they searched for eggs
that the Easter Bunny hid. All of the
students were able to turn in their eggs for a
special bag filled with treats. Special thanks
goes out to our PTG for supplying the treat
bags and our Service Club for filling them.

From the BTA Blog

Is Private School Right for my
Child?

Our BTA families are our best marketers! We have
had many new families come for tours and enroll
due to recommendations from our current school
families. We continue to enroll students for next
school year. If you know someone who is
interested in exploring other options have them
contact Mrs. Kandravy. In the meantime, make
sure you recommend our latest blog post which
helps navigate families through the admissions
process. Click here to check it out.

mailto:admissions@btacacemy.net
https://blogblessedtrinityacademy.com/2021/03/25/is-private-school-right-for-my-child/

