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Letter from the Principal
Blessed Trinity Academy is one of 6,000 Catholic schools nationwide. Recently, we all celebrated
Catholic Schools Week. In our special way, we paused to celebrate, honor, and reflect on the values of a
Catholic education.

These are just a few of the many benefits of a Catholic Education:

The integration of faith with academic subjects, culture, and everyday life
The emphasis of living out the faith as missionary disciples
Catholic virtues and values and Catholic Social Teaching, which contribute to productive
citizenship and responsible leadership
An environment that encourages and nurtures prayer and is safe, welcoming, and supportive for
children
A favorable student-to-teacher ratio
High graduation and college attendance rates
Teacher commitment

-From Sadlier Celebrates Catholic Schools

The photos in this month's newsletter speak for themselves, highlighting the fun we all had celebrating
Catholic Schools Week. Enjoy!

Blessings,
Mrs. E

Catholic Schools Week

This year Catholic Schools Week kicked off
January 31st. We started the week by leading two
masses, one at Our Lady of Perpetual Help and
the other at St. Matthews. We had BTA students
do the readings, cantor, and take the collections.
Our choir even sang at OLPH. Plus we had two
student speakers, Jules Georgescu and Elena
Krummert, share about the meaning of their
Catholic school education. Thank you to Will
DeSanzo, Rowan Bauvelt, Mauro Shapiro, Kaitlyn
Miller, Jules Georgescu, Eloise DeSanzo, Erika
Mitchell, Ben Kandravy, Jack Kandravy,
Brooklynne Dougherty, Ella Shapiro, Hailey Glass,
Colin Glass. Allie Gruseck, Elena Krummert and all
of the members of the children's choir.

Our 8th grade class took the lead in planning
many of the activities. Our week at school started
with an all school mass and a visit from Sarah from
The Red Door, who spoke to the kids about food
insecurity. And there were the favorite Bulldog
Buddy activities. The next day our 8th graders
took over as teachers for the morning, then in the
afternoon the whole school participated in a
scavenger hunt. Wednesday saw the 8th grade
lead our grades through various games in the gym
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and in the library with an Olympic theme. The
competition was friendly and a lot of fun. Thursday
and Friday threw us a curve with the weather. But
we still managed to have our all school Bingo led
virtually by Mrs. E. To close the week, the school
community was thrilled to be able to have our ice
skating party at North Park. Although it snowed
almost all night, many students spent the whole
evening on the ice. The adults enjoyed the warmth
of the party room and some yummy soups.
Congratulations to Jessica Glass who won the
Soup Contest. A big thank you to the Regan
Family for organizing the party. Community is such
a big part of BTA and we have missed being able
to gather together. It was nice to be able to get
back to some normal activities.

The weather didn't stop us from making up all of
the activities that we missed. The next week we
had a beautiful day for the annual Winter Classic
Hockey Tournament. And our students packed
lunches for 500+ needy individuals at the Red
Door. We also welcomed the folks from Mad
Science for an assembly.

We ended Catholic Schools Week with our annual
Open House. We had a great group of families
visiting the school who were interested to learn
more about BTA. We would like to thank our
student ambassadors Claire Bandurski, Callie
Kandravy, Morgan Long, Erika Mitchell, and Sam
Luka for helping during the event. We would like to
thank our parent tour guides Kira Luka, Colleen
Mulvihill, Sarah Bandurski, and Bridgette Long. We
already had several children have their shadow
day at the school and a lot of registrations for next
year. Our next Open House will be Tuesday, April
26th, from 6-7:30pm. If you know anyone who
would be interested in BTA, please have them
contact Mrs. Meredith Kandravy at
admissions@btacademy.net for a tour.





100th Day of School

Is it 100 degrees today?

The same day we packed lunches for the Red
Door, it also happened to be the 100th day of
school. What better way to celebrate than with
a dress down day allowing students to dress
like it is 100 degrees. Our primary grades also
spent the day doing fun activities involving the
number 100. Everything from stringing 100
beads to building towers with 100 cups to
making pictures with 100 dots was on the
agenda for the day.



Valentine's Day
Spreading the Love

We also celebrated Valentine's Day in February



with our annual class parties and candy grams.
Our school sent over 600 candy grams to each
other. It is safe to say that everyone took home a
lot of chocolate. Special thanks to our parents for
coming up with such creative ideas for these
parties and to Mrs Mitchell for organizing and
creating all of those candy grams!



2/22/22
It only happens once a century!

As if there was not enought to celebrate, we also
marked the rare day of 2/22/22. Although this was
not a dress down day, students were allowed to
dress up their uniform with themed accessories.
We saw a lot of tutus, ties, and pigtails too. Some
classes brought in pictures of themselves when
they were 2 and tried to guess who was who.



News from The PTG

Special thanks goes out to the PTG for supplying
teachers with some healthy foods for their snack
break during Catholic Schools Week.

We are also excited to announce that Pasquale's
Pizza Nights are BACK in March. Our first one will
be March 22.

SAVE THE DATE! BTA's PTG in collaboration with
the Young Families Group at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help is hosting the 1st Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny on Saturday, April 16th in
Marian Hall. The Knights of Columbus will be
cooking a delicious pancake breakfast and then
kids will be able to participate in the annual Easter
Egg Hunt. Registration coming soon!

SAVE THE DATE! Our annual Breakfast at BTA
is back on Friday, April 22. Families are invited
to have a quick treat with their children before
school in Marian Hall from 7:50am-8:10am.
Parents and guardians are also invited to stay for
mass at 9am.

Fundraising News

We are so excited for our annual Pot O'Gold
Bash on March 19th. Tune in LIVE on our
Facebook page to see the drawings for the
cash raffles plus the Disney trip, 50/50, Lottery
Tree and Restaurant for a Year! We will also
be showcasing our parents, students, and our
school throughout the evening. Bidding on
items starts March 12th so check out
www.potogold2022.givesmart.com for all of the
items available for auction.

Athletics Update

February saw the end to some of our
basketball teams' seasons. Our Little Bulldogs
program wrapped up on February 19th. All of
our youngest players were excited to receive
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their end of the season medals and some
specials donuts to end their season.

We also honored our 8th graders at their last
home games of the season. Special thank you
goes out to our 8th grade players for their
dedication and leadership they have shown
over the years. Our 8th grade Lady Bulldogs
are Chloe Fettis, Elena Krummert, Katie Stufft,
and Mia Tavella. Our 8th grade Boys are Colin
Glass, Timmy Kuzmanko, Nick Graper, Patrick
Donahue, Ben Kandravy, Liam Regan, Alex
Miros, and Jude Rottmann. We would like to
wish them luck as they move on to high
school.

Our JV and Varsity Lady Bulldogs were invited
to watch a Duquesne Women's Basketball
game on February 10th. After the game they
were able to scrimmage one another on their
court. They even got to meet Dukes standout
and hometown girl, Megan McConnell.

Finally, we also commemorated the career of
JV Coach Kelly Cannon. Coach Cannon will
be retiring at the end of this season and is a
legend around Diocesan basketball. He has
been coaching for 22 years starting first at St.
Mary School then moving to BTA after the
merger. He has won 4 Diocesan
Championships (including one just last year)
and taken 8 teams to the final game. He was
even more surprised as a large number of
friends, family, and former players came out to
watch his team's final home game of the
season. We would like to thank Coach Cannon
for his dedication to BTA and Catholic school
athletics. Good luck in your retirement!



Alumni News- Isabella McNutt

I graduated BTA in 2020. I entered
Hampton High School as a freshman and
like everyone else had a challenging year
with the ongoing pandemic, intermittent
online learning and occasional quarantine
due to possible COVID exposures. As things
slowly normalized, I was able to return to
some of my pastimes, including tae kwon
do. I competed and won Nationals in the fall
of 2021 and also made the Team USA
sparring team. I tried out wrestling for the
first time this year, as a sophomore. I was
fortunate to be one of the varsity starters,
and even qualified for states. I am looking
forward to competing for state champion
on March 13th. Schoolwork has been
challenging and interesting. I have definitely
learned to appreciate the lessons learned at
BTA. Sometimes, I even find time to hang
out with the great friends I made at BTA.

In case you missed it, Isabella was also
featured in the Hampton Journal in January.
The article discussed her jump in wrestling.
To read the article, click here. You can also
check out this feature from KDKA news on
Isabella by clicking here.

Around BTA
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Our Forensics Team is coming to the end
of their season. On February 12th they
competed in their last regular season meet.
The team came in 2nd losing to Seelos
Academy by 1 point with a score of 101
points! The team will be competing at the
Diocesan Championships on March 12th.
Congratulations to the following members:

Poetry:
Morgan Long (1st, 1st)
Emily Stevens (1st, 1st)

Prose:
Claire Bandurski (3rd, 1st)
Hailey Glass (3rd, 1st)
Ben Kandravy (2nd, 1st)
Savannah Vogel (3rd, 2nd)

Drama:
Kaitlyn Miller (3rd, 2nd)
Kaylie Mitchell (1st, 1st)
Ella Shapiro (1st, 1st)
Sarah Stevens (1st, 1st)

Declamation:
Madalyn Hill (2nd, 1st)

Impromptu:
Brooklynne Dougherty (1st, 3rd)
Nora Flaherty (DNP, 3rd)

Group Read: (1st, 2nd)
Hailey Chase
Jules Geogrescu
Allie Gruseck
Erika Mitchell

Thank you to everyone who donated
hygiene bags for this month's service
project organized by our Service Club. We

Band is BACK at BTA! With Covid putting
a pause on our Band, we were thrilled to
begin the program again this year. The
band is being led by Miss Tucci, who is in
her first year at BTA. This year the band
performed their first concert of the year on
February 24th. We are looking forward to
their spring performance and seeing the
band grow in years to come.

Our BTA skiers took to the slopes for a
second time this year for another ski trip.
This time they tested the snow at Hidden
Valley on a Friday night. The temperatures
were much better this time around although
they did have to battle some ice. All and all,
it was another success.



collect over 60 bags that will be taken to
Catholic Charities for be distributed in their
warming stations.

BTA In the News
Did You See Us in The
PIttsburgh Catholic?

DId you see BTA featured in this
month's Pittsburgh Catholic?
BTA was featured in the Catholic
Schools section with a profile on
our Catholic Schools Week
activities. And Miss Emily Bucha
was highlighted in their Preparing
for Lent section.


