
March 2022

From the Principal

Another busy month has passed, which creates time for me to reflect on all the wonderful happenings at BTA. The

events in March highlighted much of what is special and unique about Catholic schools. In addition to the day to day

learning in the classroom, you will see and read below about many of the featured events. The most important

highlight of March was at the beginning of the month with our all school mass for Ash Wednesday, which started

the season of Lent. During Lent we had opportunities to draw closer to God as we prepared for the joyous

celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter. Each Friday the 8th graders lead the school in Stations, using our

senses and imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus' suffering, Death, and Resurrection and to experience the

visual images to reflect on God's love for us.

March is also the month of our largest fundraiser. BTA is thankful for our many supporters of the annual Pot O'

Gold Bash. As you know, fundraising is an essential part of the success of Catholic schools. And we are fortunate to

have succeeded in our goal for this event for the third year in a row. The generous gifts we receive help to further

our mission, which is evident in the many examples below!

Blessings for Spring!

Mrs. E

From The Classrooms

It is hard to believe that with
March we saw the beginning of
the 4th quarter of school. This
school year is flying by!

We started the month by
celebrating Dr. Seuss's birthday
with Read Across America Week.
If you haven't had a chance to
hear our kindergarten students
read, make sure you ask them
about it. They were so excited to
do some partner reading and
listening to them read Dr. Seuss's
famous books was very special.

As a school, we celebrated
several dress down down days
including one to raise money for
those in need in Ukraine. We
raised $1,100 which we donated
to the St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church. We also took



time to say the rosary with the rest
of the Diocese to pray that our
Blessed Mother will bring a swift
end to the war in Ukraine.

We also celebrated St. Patrick's
Day with rainbows, pots of gold,
and some leprechaun traps made
by our 3rd grade students. That
sneaky leprechaun even left some
special treats for our pre-K
students in Mrs. E's office!

Our primary school teachers have
been very excited to welcome 7th
and 8th grade helpers to their
class throughout the week! New
this month is our peer tutoring
program where are 7th and 8th
grade students give up their lunch
and recess to help in a primary
school classroom. They review
lessons, offer enrichment, give
spelling tests to kids who have
missed school among other
duties. Our teachers are loving the
extra set of hands in the
classroom and our students are
loving the opportunity to build their
leadership skills.

Our 2nd grade continues to
diligently prepare for their First
Holy Communion. And they have
jumped into learning all about
multiplication in March.

With a little help from Mother
Nature, our 6th grade was able to
test the sleds that they constructed
in STEM Class. Using only duct
tape and cardboard, students
were challenged to create a sled
that would survive the snow.

Our Middle School students have
been working hard to prepare for
the English Festival, which will
take place at the end of April for
4th-6th grades and in May for 7th
and 8th. 5th and 6th grade
finished reading "Poison in the
Colony" and have been working
on projects in their language arts
classes. Seventh and eighth
grades finished reading
"Carnegie's Maid" and put
together a digital storyboard by
filming themselves reenacting
scenes from the book.

Our Middle School also
participated in another team
building day in March. They were
divided into groups and were
challenged to build different
segments of a bridge using tape,
styrofoam cups and cardboard.
Then they joined their segments
together and see if it could hold a
textbook.

Our Pre-K class has been learning



all about manners, spending time
with their Bulldog Buddies,
learning all about rainbows and
having a lot of themed dress up
days. There is never a dull
moment in our PreK classes.

News from The PTG

Our PTG continues to plan events for the spring!
Pasquale's Pizza Restaurant Nights are back for
the spring, which is exciting. We also scheduled a
Chick Fil A night on Tuesday, April 26. We look
forward to supporting all of the class field trips this
spring plus the Middle School dance, The Spring
Bling.

SAVE THE DATE! After a long hiatus due to
COVID, the Breakfast at BTA is back for spring.
All parents and guardians are invited to stop in
Marian Hall between 7:45am-8:15am on Friday,
April 22nd, for coffee, donuts and other sweet
treats.

Fundraising News

March was a big fundraising month for BTA
and we are closing in on reaching our yearly
goal! First, our Pot O'Gold virtual event was a
HUGE success! Our gross profit was over
$73,000 (we are still waiting for our final
number) and we could not have down that
without the help of our committee and our BTA
families and supportive parishioners!

Super Bingo was also back in March and this
time on a Saturday. We are thankful for all the
parents and students who helped during the
event. Our next Super Bingo is Friday, April
22nd. Make plans to volunteer or come out to
play!

As we get ready for Mother's Day, we are
kicking off the Designer Purse Lottery in May.
For two weeks we will be giving away a
designer handbag each day, starting May 8th
and ending May 22nd with a Louis Vuitton
Graceful PM bag. Tickets are $20 each and
offers 2 daily chances to win. To purchase
tickets, click here.

http://www.btabag2022.givesmart.com


Athletics Update

In March we wrapped up our basketball
seasons. All our teams made the playoffs,
which is a success. Our Developmental Boys
and Girls teams also participated in some
season ending tournaments.

Even though volleyball season is several
months away, Coach Krummert rallied his JV
team to participate in a one day tournament at
Oakland Catholic. Even though most of the
girls haven't played since the season ended,
they did an amazing job and WON the
tournament! We can't wait to see what they do
in the fall!

The start of spring also means the start of our
soccer and track and field seasons. Practices
are in full swing despite the crazy weather.
More to come in the April edition!

Alumni News- Max Rottmann

Hello. My name is Max Rottmann. I am a
2019 Blessed Trinity graduate. I am now a
Junior at North Catholic High School. At
North Catholic, I am on the boys’ basketball
team, a member of Captains Club, and I
participate in many other school activities.
I started my Catholic school journey at St.
Bonaventure and then at Blessed Trinity
Academy. Blessed Trinity prepared me for



high school in many ways. The education at
Blessed Trinity allowed me to take honor
and AP classes in high school. I have been
on Honor or Highest Honor roll every
semester I have been at North Catholic. The
merging of St. Bonaventure, St. Mary’s, and
St. Ursula also gave me a great opportunity
to experience what high school is like. It
forced me to reach out and meet new
classmates, teachers, and to experience
new things. Blessed Trinity allowed me to
create many new friends and great skills I
use today. I currently have two brothers at
BTA, Jude and Thomas Rottmann. I love
hearing them talk about BTA and I enjoy
going to Blessed Trinity sporting events. I
am a proud Blessed Trinity Bulldogs
graduate.

Around BTA

Congratulations to our Forensics Team on a
fantastic season! They came in 1st place in
the Finals meet and they finished the
season 2nd overall in the Diocese behind
Butler Catholic. After the Finals Meet,
members of the team participated in the All
Stars portion of the meet. The team had 4
out of the 6 candidates move onto the
trophy round, which is a great
accomplishment. Congratulations to the
following Forensics Team members:

Poetry:
Morgan Long (2nd)
Emily Stevens (2nd)

Prose:
Gabriella Fernandez (2nd)



Hailey Glass (3rd)
Claire Bandurski (3rd)

Drama:
Sarah Stevens (1st)
Ella Shapiro (2nd)

Declamation:
Madalyn Hill (1st)

Impromptu:
Brooklynne Dougherty (2nd)

Group Read: (1st)
Jules Georgescu
Allie Gruseck
Erika Mitchell
Hailey Chase

Finals for All Stars Trophy Round:
Poetry: Emily Stevens
Drama: Sarah Stevens
Declamation: Madalyn Hill
Group Read: Jules Georgscu, Allie
Gruseck, Hailey Chase, Erika Mitchell

Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent is a
time for reflection. Our students have many
opportunities to think about Jesus' sacrifice
for us during this time, including weekly
Stations of the Cross, led by our 8th
graders.

March also saw our Middle School students
participate in the National Science Bowl.
Our 6th through 8th grade students have
been working hard for this regional
competition between a variety of public and
private schools from Western Pennsylvania.
BTA had three teams that competed and

Congratulations to Declan O'Leary, winner
of this year's school Spelling Bee! The
tournament started with 16 students in
grades 4th through 6th and ended with our
3 best spellers! In the end, it came down to
Declan and Robert Smith, both of whom
were very prepared to for competition. They
went back and forth round after round until
Declan was declared the winner. Declan will
go on to represent BTA at the Diocesan
Spelling Bee in May. Congratulations to all
of the participants especially Robert who
came in 2nd place and Jacob Jones, who
came in 3rd place.

We were very excited to welcome Mad
Science to BTA for an after school program
that took place throughout March.
Kindergarten through 5th grade students
gathered in the Imagination Station on
Mondays throughout the month to learn
more about things related to chemistry.

We love supporting our friends in the St.
Anthony Program! On March 21st we
celebrated World Downs Syndrome Day by
wearing crazy socks to school.



they did a great job. It was a wonderful
learning experience for everyone involved.

BTA in the News
A Bittersweet Goodbye

March also saw one of our favorite teachers leave
BTA to take on developing the STEM Program in
McGuffey School District. Miss Emily Bucha made
a huge impact on our STEM Program and our
Middle School science program and we will always
be grateful for the time she spent with us. We wish
her her all of the best and hope that she takes
away a lot of fond memories of her time at BTA.


