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BEGINNING OF THE NOVENA 
 
This novena is being offered in thanksgiving for the Holy Father’s proclamation of the canonization of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini.  The 
novena will take place at 10:15 AM from July 24-September 18, 2022--the nine consecutive Sundays leading up to September 25, 2022 
which is the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2022.  On September 25, 2022, at 10:15 AM, we will conclude these nine weeks of 
prayer with the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. We greatly look forward to joining together in prayer as we prepare 
for this holy, wonderful and once-in-a-lifetime event!  This Novena and Prayers will also be posted on our website (Holy Rosary Church - 
Washington, DC (holyrosarychurchdc.org) and Facebook Page (Holy Rosary Church (595 3rd St NW, Washington, DC) - Home | Facebook) 
  
Priest:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Priest:  You Christ are the King of Glory 
All:  the eternal Son of the Father 
 
Priest:  You overcame the sting of death 
All:  and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
 
Hymn:  Lift High the Cross 
 
Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the world adore his sacred Name. 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, Our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, the hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. Refrain 

All newborn followers of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of Him who died.  Refrain 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as you have promised, save and set us free.  Refrain 

So shall our song of triumph ever be:  Praise to the Crucified for victory.  Refrain 

 
READING OF THE DAY (See pages 5-6 for Readings specific to each Sunday of the Novena.) 
 
PSALM 67 – IN THE CROSS IS VICTORY 
Antiphon:  Let us glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
O God, be gracious to us and bless us and make your face to shine upon us. (Ant.) 
 
That your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. (Ant.) 
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God, Let all the peoples praise you! (Ant.) 
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, For you judge the peoples with equity And guide the nations upon earth.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God, Let all the peoples praise you! (Ant.) 
 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May God bless us; Let all the ends of the earth fear 
God! (Ant.) 
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you! (Ant.) 
 
RECITATION OF SPECIAL PRAYER (See Page 7 for a Special Prayers selected on each Sunday of the 
novena.) 
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 
Blessed Scalabrini, you sought justice for the migrants who were oppressed in your day.  
ALL:  Pray for all enduring the same trials today.  
 
Blessed Scalabrini, you were concerned for the migrant and brought the Holy Eucharist to them along with the 
catechism of the church.  
ALL:  Pray for all who are losing their faith.  
 
Blessed Scalabrini, you promoted reconciliation between Church and State, and helped solve a painful moral 
dilemma for the Italian catholic migrant of your day. You acted as a bridge for dialogue and profoundly influenced 
the history of the Church.  
ALL:  Pray for our Church and State today so that we may continue to work toward reconciliation.  
 
Blessed Scalabrini, you are the founder of the Scalabrinian Fathers and Brothers, who work among the migrants 
throughout the world.  
ALL:  Pray for all who share your spirit, mission and charism; may they inspire others to follow God’s call to 
minister to the Church.  
 
Blessed Scalabrini, you established a large number of parishes to serve the migrant’s need for Catholic Education.  
ALL:  Pray that all parishes become models of faith. 

LITANY TO BLESSED SCALABRINI 
Priest:  Praise to you, God, our Creator.  All:  All glory and praise to you. 
 
Priest:  Praise to you, Jesus, our Savior.  All:  All glory and praise to you. 
 
Priest:  Praise to you, Spirit of Love.  All:  All glory and praise to you. 
 
Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini   pray for us. 
Ever loyal to God’s will   pray for us. 
Ever devoted to the Eucharist   pray for us. 
Ever zealous of the crucified Savior  pray for us. 
Faithful child of Mary    pray for us. 
Faithful witness of the Gospel  pray for us. 
Faithful servant of the Holy Father  pray for us. 
Faithful devotee of St. Charles  pray for us. 
Faithful Bishop of the Church   pray for us. 
Father of the migrants    inspire us. 
Apostle of the catechism   inspire us. 
Promoter of family values   inspire us. 
Model of compassion for the poor  inspire us. 
Model of intense prayer   inspire us. 
Model of vision and courage   inspire us. 
Model of contemplation and action  inspire us. 
Model of wisdom and understanding  inspire us. 
Model of humility    inspire us. 
Model of reparation    inspire us. 
Model of perseverance    inspire us. 
Model of faith, hope & charity  inspire us. 
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NOVENA PRAYER 
 
ALL:  O Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini, / missionary of the Word of God, / minister of the Eucharist and of the 
Church, / man of charity and communion, most loving son of Mary, / apostle of the catechism and father to the 
migrants, / we have recourse to your intercession to receive God’s blessing / upon ourselves and our loved ones, / 
upon those facing the trials of migration, / and upon all the people of the world.  Obtain for us from the Most Holy 
Trinity / the grace (in silence ask the grace you need…) which we ask of you with confidence.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayer – 108th World Day of Migrants and refugees. (To be recited at the end of each Sunday) 
 
Lord, make us bearers of hope, 
so that where there is darkness, your light may shine, 
and where there is discouragement, 
confidence in the future may be reborn. 
Lord, make us instruments of your justice, 
so that where there is exclusion, fraternity may flourish, 
and where there is greed, a spirit of sharing may grow. 
Lord, make us builders of your Kingdom, 
together with migrants and refugees and with all who dwell on the peripheries. 
Lord, let us learn how beautiful it is 
to live together as brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 
Priest:   Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini 
All:  Pray for us! 
 

CONCLUSION 

The Lord be with you. –And also with you.  

May the Lord bless us and take care of us. -Amen.  

May the Lord be kind and gracious to us. -Amen.  

May the Lord look on with favor and give us peace. - Amen.  

May the Lord bless you, the Father, the Son and + the Holy Spirit. -Amen. 
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR THE 108th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2022 

(25 September 2022) 
  

1- Reading for Sunday July 24 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 
 

The ultimate meaning of our “journey” in this world is the search for our true homeland, the Kingdom of God 
inaugurated by Jesus Christ, which will find its full realization when he comes in glory. His Kingdom has not yet 
been brought to fulfilment, though it is already present in those who have accepted the salvation he offers us. “God’s 
Kingdom is in us. Even though it is still eschatological, in the future of the world and of humanity, at the same time it 
is found in us.” [1] 
 

2- Reading for Sunday July 31 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
The city yet to come is a “city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Heb 11:10). His plan calls 
for an intense work of construction, in which all of us must be personally involved. It involves a meticulous effort 
aimed at personal conversion and the transformation of reality, so that it can correspond ever more fully to the divine 
plan. The tragedies of history remind us how far we are from arriving at our goal, the new Jerusalem, “the dwelling 
place of God with men” (Rev 21:3). Yet this does not mean that we should lose heart. In the light of what we have 
learned in the tribulations of recent times, we are called to renew our commitment to building a future that conforms 
ever more fully to God’s plan of a world in which everyone can live in peace and dignity. 

 
3- Reading for Sunday August 7 

Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 
 
“We wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home” (2 Pet 3:13). Righteousness is one of the 
building blocks of God’s Kingdom. In our daily efforts to do the Lord’s will, justice needs to be built up with 
patience, sacrifice, and determination, so that all those who hunger and thirst for it may be satisfied (cf. Mt 5:6). The 
righteousness of the Kingdom must be understood as the fulfilment of God’s harmonious plan, whereby in Christ, 
who died and rose from the dead, all creation returns to its original goodness, and humanity becomes once more 
“very good” (cf. Gen 1:1-31). But for this wondrous harmony to reign, we must accept Christ’s salvation, his Gospel 
of love, so that the many forms of inequality and discrimination in the present world may be eliminated. 
 

4- Reading for Sunday August 14 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
No one must be excluded. God’s plan is essentially inclusive and gives priority to those living on the existential 
peripheries. Among them are many migrants and refugees, displaced persons, and victims of trafficking. The 
Kingdom of God is to be built with them, for without them it would not be the Kingdom that God wants. The 
inclusion of those most vulnerable is the necessary condition for full citizenship in God’s Kingdom. Indeed, the Lord 
says, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me, naked and you clothed me, sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me” (Mt 25:34-36). 
 

5- Reading for Sunday August 21 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
Building the future with migrants and refugees also means recognizing and valuing how much each of them can 
contribute to the process of construction. I like to see this approach to migration reflected in a prophetic vision of 
Isaiah, which considers foreigners not invaders or destroyers, but willing labourers who rebuild the walls of the new 
Jerusalem, that Jerusalem whose gates are open to all peoples (cf. Is 60:10-11). 
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6- Reading for Sunday August 28 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
In Isaiah’s prophecy, the arrival of foreigners is presented as a source of enrichment: “The abundance of the sea shall 
be brought to you, and the wealth of the nations shall come to you” (Is 60:5). Indeed, history teaches us that the 
contribution of migrants and refugees has been fundamental to the social and economic growth of our societies. This 
continues to be true in our own day. Their work, their youth, their enthusiasm and their willingness to sacrifice enrich 
the communities that receive them. Yet this contribution could be all the greater were it optimized and supported by 
carefully developed programs and initiatives. Enormous potential exists, ready to be harnessed, if only it is given a 
chance.  
 

7- Reading for Sunday September 4 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
In Isaiah’s prophecy, the inhabitants of the new Jerusalem always keep the gates of the city wide open, so that 
foreigners may come in, bringing their gifts: “Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall not be shut, 
so that nations shall bring you their wealth” (Is 60:11). The presence of migrants and refugees represents a great 
challenge, but at the same time an immense opportunity for the cultural and spiritual growth of everyone. Thanks to 
them, we have the chance to know better our world and its beautiful diversity. We can grow in our common 
humanity and build together an ever-greater sense of togetherness. Openness to one another creates spaces of fruitful 
exchange between different visions and traditions and opens minds to new horizons. It also leads to a discovery of 
the richness present in other religions and forms of spirituality unfamiliar to us, and this helps us to deepen our own 
convictions. 
 

8- Reading for Sunday September 11 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 
 

In the new Jerusalem of all peoples, the temple of the Lord is made more beautiful by the offerings that come from 
foreign lands: “All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you, they shall 
be acceptable on my altar, and I will glorify my glorious house” (Is 60:7). As we have seen, the arrival of Catholic 
migrants and refugees can energize the ecclesial life of the communities that welcome them. Often, they bring an 
enthusiasm that can revitalize our communities and enliven our celebrations. Sharing different expressions of faith 
and devotions offers us a privileged opportunity for experiencing more fully the catholicity of the People of God. 
 

9- Reading for Sunday September 18 
Lector: A reading from the message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, and, in a special way, young people! If we want to cooperate with our heavenly Father in 
building the future, let us do so together with our brothers and sisters who are migrants and refugees. Let us build the 
future today! For the future begins today and it begins with each of us. We cannot leave to future generations the 
burden of responsibility for decisions that need to be made now, so that God’s plan for the world may be realized and 
his Kingdom of justice, fraternity, and peace may come. 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS 

1 – PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

O Jesus, eternal Shepherd of souls, / deign to look mercifully upon your beloved people.  Lord, the harvest is great 
and the workers are few, / give us vocations, give us holy priests and religious, working to follow the footstepts of 
Blessed Scalabrini / and serve your migrant children scattered throughout the world.  We ask this through the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary of the HOLY ROSARY, your sweet and Holy Mother.  O Jesus, grant us priests and 
religious after your own heart.  Amen. 

2 – PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF MIGRANTS 

Oh sweet Mother of Jesus and Mother of all of us, migrants in this world, / today we come to tell you that we love 
you.  One long ago day, / we set out for a new land / and in our hearts we carry still so much that is dear from those 
far away places.  Mother of migrants, / we carry you always in our hearts, / and we know that you have always been 
with us on our journey.  We implore you:  please, continue to journey with us!  Today, / as well as bread for our 
tables, / we desperately need to rediscover the joy of living, / and the meaning of our existence.  We need spiritual 
values, / we need an absolute, / and most of all, / we need God.  Help us to rediscover the beauty of silence, / the 
happiness of being with others, / the joy of welcome, / the solid comfort of family unity, / the value of giving and 
receiving freely, / the sweetness of forgiveness.  O Mother, / ask your son to make us once again capable of marvel 
and awe, / and to free us from wickedness.  Help us understand that money isn’t everything, / that life is more than 
business, / that a modest house and an honest life are worth more than a hundred great and loveless mansions, / and 
that work too can become an idol.  O Mother, / obtain for us a longing for a new heaven and a new earth, / where 
peace, respect, dialogue, and concern for the common good reign, / and may this new longing replace ouor nostalgia 
for the homelands we left behind.  Protect our families.  Bless the future of our sons and daughters so that they may 
follow the truth and let themselves be guided by the Gospel.  Fill our homes with light and hope.  And last,  obtain 
for us, o Mother, / the joy of true freedom. Together with you, / may we carry the Word of Life, / the Word of your 
Son to all the places we go, / so that we can help Him to build a world of peace, justice and love. 

3 – PRAYER FOR MIGRANTS 

Oh Jesus, we implore You on behalf of our migrant bnrotyhers and sisters.  Whether they be in search of a better life, 
refugees escaping from tyranny, or people whose livelihood moves them from place to place, they are all in need of 
Your help and guidance. 

During Your own life on earth, by Your Father’s will, You endured the ssuffering and hardship of exile, together 
with Mary, Your Mother, and Joseph.  Give our migrant brothers and sisters Your light to overcome empty and false 
promises.  

Through Your Church, remind them of their duties, often obscured by their daily worries and sufferings.  Grant them 
Your Grace to ennoble and strengthen them as Christians in their work.  Oh Heart of Jesus, bless all migrants and 
keep them close to You always.  Fill their lives with fear of God, which is the beginning of all good and wisdom.  
Defend them from spiritual danger and strengthen their faith, so that they may live serene lives on earth, and 
following their pilgrimage in Your Church, may they reach eternal happiness with You.  We make this prayer 
through the intercession of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini.  Amen. 

4 – BLESSED JOHN BAPTIST SCALABRINI 

God, our Father, you chose Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini / to become your faithful servant and to guide your 
people.  He inspired many to live the life of faith, hope and charity, / to receive communion often and to live the 
catechism faithfully.  Through his intercession, may we continue his mission, / embrace the cross he loved so much, 
and share the joys we receive with humility.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Preghiera al Beato Giovanni Battista Scalabrini 
 

O Beato Giovanni Battista Scalabrini,  
a te affidiamo la nostra preghiera di pellegrini in 
cammino verso la vera patria. 
Per te chiediamo alla SS. Trinità di benedire e guidare la 
parrocchia del Santo Rosario,  
perché testimoniamo la nostra cattolicità con 
l’accoglienza Cristiana.  

Benedici e proteggi i migranti e i rifugiati sul cammino 
della speranza, perché siano accolti come figli e figlie di 
Dio e membri della famiglia umana.  

Tu che sei stato missionario della Parola, uomo 
dell’Eucaristia e della Chiesa, autentico ministro di 
carità e di comunione, figlio devotissimo di Maria, 
ispiraci ad imitare il tuo esempio di santità ed essere 
aperti al Piano di Dio su di noi. 

Ottienici le grazie di cui abbiamo bisogno, e che con fiducia esponiamo al tuo 
cuore di Padre. Amen  
 
Prayer to Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini 
 

O Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini,  
to you we entrust our pilgrim prayer as we journey toward our true homeland. 

Through your intercession, we implore the Most Holy Trinity to bless and 
guide Holy Rosary Parish community. 
May we give witness to our Catholic identity by our Christian welcome.  

May migrants and refugees receive comfort and acceptance as members of 
God’s family, on their journey of hope.  

You who were a missionary of the Word, man of the Eucharist and of the 
Church, true minister of charity and communion, and most devoted son of the 
Virgin Mary, inspire us to imitate your example of holiness, and be open to God’s 
plan for us.  

Obtain for us the blessings we need, and which we confidently  
make manifest to your fatherly heart. Amen. 
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