
From Fr. Melvin:  In this special feature, I will relate to one excursion I did on my free time while in Assisi on 

March 26 thru the 31st of 2017.  Having experienced exceptional weather with clear skies and temps in the 70’s, I 

could not pray for a better day for a special journey.  At first, some of the photos may appear I was traveling down a 

County Road near Caldwell, but no, this was just outside of Assisi within spectacular viewing distance from the Ba-

silica of St. Francis (Feast Day on October 4th).  Some of the features I will share in this journey are:  the quiet walk 

of some 2 and a half miles one-way, a petite (very small) Chapel, and a landscape that featured a stream that was ab-

solutely clear and is under tight surveillance or environmental protection—FAI—Fondo Ambiente Italiano; this 

place is known as the San Francesco Woodland.  Let’s start WALKING. 

 

Because I had some 4+ hours of free time, I decided to get 

my feet ready for a walk.  As I entered  a “Y” shaped set of 

roadways, I noticed a sign referring to a St. Francis environ-

mental area.  Now, we know Francis was a saintly man of 

peace and especially with the creatures of the earth, so why 

wouldn’t he be mindful of the land, the waterways, trees, 

and all that fills Assisi, and the vineyards!  I was not sure 

just how far in walking time this journey would take, but as 

you can see it was a single road with no turns only curves 

and, as you continued, the path became more downward, 

like some 45 degrees!  Guardrails offered security for vehic-

ular traffic which was minimal at best, one cyclist, and me.  

Starting out, you see I was relatively high with the distant 

view of plantations; I stopped for a moment and enjoyed the 

peace.  Not boastful here, but a priest friend was interested 

in this area I visited that he went with me, on my 2nd walk, 

so I guess I put in over 10 miles of walking!  Believe me, 

the return walk was an exercise of the mind too, and so up-

hill as well.  If I had all day free, I found out that once at the 

chapel site and information/ tourist building, I was told I could take a gravel-walk path with all nature to go, and 

make my way ascending to the Basilica instead of the paved roadway I took!   

 

 

Once below, I took a short tour of the Chapel known as 

Santa Croce, which appeared to have been restored or reno-

vated as a date of November, 2011 was inscribed on the 

name-plate.  Inside, you see a simple altar with a mosaic of 

the Cross with 2 angels and 2 figures below—perhaps our 

Blessed Mother and the Beloved Disciple.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A Confessional is in the back corner with a small 

step up to the very small sacristy.  Santa Croce of-

fers wooden seating for about 30 people; I availed 

myself of prayer and quiet.   

 

 

 

 

Nearby, I viewed the stone bridge that crossed the stream-

bed of clear or heavenly St. Francis blessed water!  At the 

info site, water was offered from a faucet at the stone wall 

outlining the chapel and stream-bed.  I drank some and did 

not get sick—honest!  A sign board detailed the ecological 

effort that was underway here and how it was originally 

just an abandoned area with over-grown shrubs.  But a se-

rious attempt was drawn up by environmentalists and also 

to ward off any land speculators who knew about the 

splendid view of the Basilica above the hills.  This “Third 

Paradise” was donated by Michelangelo Pistoletto and FAI 

takes responsible claim in its caretaking and pure cleanli-

ness.  New plants have been laid out and work continues.   

 

 

An Italian took a photo of me with the grand Basilica to the 

left of me on the high hill.  For an afternoon getaway on foot, 

this was truly a blessed experience, just to know WE can take 

care of our land, nature, and plant it accordingly—

environmentally safe, indeed.  St. Francis of Assisi, pray for 

us. 

 


