OUR LADY OF GRACE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Hatfield, Massachusetts
Established November 28, 2010
www.ourladyofgrace.faith
11 School Street
Hatfield, MA 01038

(413) 247-9079

ourladyofgracehatfield@yahoo.com

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
The office is Closed Wednesday

Parish Administrator
Very Rev. Douglas McGonagle

Provisional Priest
Rev. David Raymond

Parish Director
Katrina Letourneau

Music Ministry & Organist
Leo C. Rotkiewicz, Jr.

Faith Formation, Cemetery, and Safe Environment Coordinator
Katrina Letourneau
olog_katrina_letourneau@yahoo.com

Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 9:30 AM
Weekday Mass is Celebrated on Tuesday and Thursday at 8:15 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday after the 5:30 PM Mass
or by appointment

For Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Douglas McGonagle
413-584 -1326 ext. 103
If someone is nearing the end of life, Fr. Doug McGonagle is available at any time at

extension 103. Please leave a message, and he will return your call as soon as he is able.




This week, the sanctuary candle is being offered in memory

of Sonny Wendlowski from his loving wife Kathy.

Mass Intentions

October 3 — October 11 2026
Saturday, Oct 3 —5:30 PM Missa Pro Populo
Sunday, Oct 4 - 9:30 AM In Memory of Roberta Slysz
Monday, Oct 5 — No Mass
Tuesday, Oct 6 — 8:15 AM For the Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, Oct 7 — No Mass
Thursday, Oct 8 — 8:15 AM For the Souls in Purgatory
Friday, Oct 9 — No Mass

Saturday, Oct 10 —5:30 PM For Fr David Raymond on his
70t Birthday

Sunday, Oct 11 - 9:30 AM /In Memory of Sonny
Wendlowski on the 20" Anniversary of his Passing
Requested by his loving wife Kathy Wendlowski

Financial Report
September 27, 2026

Weekly Envelopes & Sittings 1705
Rice Bowl Grant for Take and Eat 1000

Total $ 2705
Thank you for your continued generosity. Our
weekly goal is $2,500, and this week we received
$2,705, which is $ 205 above our goal.

Your support sustains our parish’s prayer, ministry,
and daily life.
We are grateful for your care and commitment to
our community.

Crab Apple Trees Follow-Up

@ Parish Firewood Opportunity §

Parishioners, we’re checking to see if anyone
might be interested in taking down the trees
on parish property for their own personal
firewood use. We’ve received a few estimates
for removal and stump grinding, but before
moving forward, we wanted to see if anyone
could make use of the wood themselves.

If you’re interested or would like more details,
please contact Kat in the Parish Office.

October Prayer List

Pat Coby Carol Keller
Fr David Raymond J.L.
Barbara Growhoski John and Maryellen Reynolds
Mary Gruszkowski Ginger Rogers
Edward & Ruth Kuchyt Barbara Jamrog
Rose & Joe Mulherin Lillian Morin

Kari Ann Wiles Bill Kizcz
Jean Gilbert John Vdovjak
Kathy Jagodzinski Karen Coby
Tom Pease Keegan Baer

**Names will remain on the list for one month. If you would like to add a
name or renew one already listed, please contact the Parish Office. **

Pierogi Fest — MHR — Help Needed

PIEROGI MAKING SCHEDULE 2026 - Start time: 9:00 am
MONDAY: Cooking; TUESDAY: Scooping; WEDNESDAY: Pinching
For our Wednesday, pinching days, please consider bringing a friend.

Mon. 9/28 | Holiday Mon. 10/26
Tues. 9/29 | Break Tues. 10/27
Wed. 9/30 | Week Off Wed. 10/28

Mon. 10/5 = Mon. 10/19 | Mon. 11/2
Tues. 10/6 | Tues. 10/20 | Tues. 11/3
Wed. 10/7 | Wed. 10/21 Wed. 11/4

Interested in ing to the Pierogi Fest?
Handbags: Drop off at the Parish Office after 8/1/26 (M, T, Th, F - 10 am - 3 pm)
Christmas Items: Drop off at the Parish Hall on Pierogi Making Days
Raffle Items: Drop off at the Parish Office/Parish Hall on Pierogi Making Days
Baked Goods: Drop-off at the Parish Hall on 11/14/26 before 9 am

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HARD WORK AND GENEROSITY!




27th Sunday of Ordinary Time
October 4, 2026

First Reading — Isaiah 5:1-7: “: A friend
cultivates a vineyard with great care but
gets wild grapes. He questions what more
he could have done and decides to abandon
the vineyard, letting it turn into a
wasteland. This vineyard is an allegory for
the house of Israel, where expected justice
turns to chaos.

Second Reading — Philippians 4:6-9: Don’t
worry, but instead bring your concerns to
God through prayer. When you do, God’s
peace will guard your heart and mind. Focus
on things that are true, honorable, just,
pure, and lovely. By following this guidance
and emulating good examples, you’ll find
peace.

Gospel — Matthew 21:33-43: A landowner
leases a vineyard, but the tenants mistreat
his servants and kill his son. When asked,
the elders agree that the owner will evict
these tenants and find new ones. Jesus
warns that those who reject the
cornerstone will lose the kingdom of God.

Background on the Gospel

Friends, just before his Passion and death, (Matthew 21:33-43)
Jesus tells this striking story of the landowner who planted a
vineyard. The fertile vineyard stands for Israel, his chosen
people. But it could be broadened out to include the world.
What do we learn from this beautiful image? That God has
made for his people a place where they can find rest,
enjoyment, and good work.

We—Israel, the Church, the world—are not the owners of this
vineyard; we are tenants. One of the most fundamental
spiritual mistakes we can make is to think that we own the
world. We are tenants, entrusted with the responsibility of
caring for it, but everything that we have and are is on loan. Our
lives are not about us.

Christ is God’s judgment. We are all under his judgment. In the
measure that we reject him or refuse to listen to him; we place
our tenancy in jeopardy. And so, the great question that arises
from this reading: How am | using the gifts that God gave me for
God'’s purposes? My money? My time? My talents? My
creativity? My relationships? All is for God, and thus all is under
God’s judgment.

Pope’s Intentions for October 2026
“For mental health ministry.”

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established
throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and
discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.

Pray for Vocations
Gracious God, thank you for calling us at Baptism to be your people. In response to
your call, we again say, "Yes." Keep us faithful to your mission and our vocation.

Bless with a renewed spirit of zeal and enthusiasm all who dedicate their lives in

service to your people.

Inspire more women and men of faith and compassion to serve as lay ministers, and
deacons, sisters, brothers and priests.

Fill them with your Spirit of Wisdom to proclaim the Good News and to witness your
presence among us.

Could you be among them? Contact the Vocations Office at 413-248-7034, email:
vocations@diospringfield.org




Saturday, October 17, 2026
Our Lady of the Valley Parish

Estimated return time: 8:30 p.m.
Includes rest stops on way to and from shrine
Suggested Donation: $45
Meals on your own; please bring lunch/supper
Join us for the feast day celebration weekend of the eight North American martyr saints!
Draw closer to Christ through the Stations of the Cross, Holy Rosary, Adoration, Holy Mass,
prayerful contemplation on the beautiful grounds: visit the museum, gift shop, and ravine.

Call 413-527-9778 to reserve seats on our motorcoach bus,

or email Katie at sadakierski.olv@gmail.com . Thank you!

Fests, Fairs
& Pilgrimages!

St. Jotfin The Fvangelist Chiurch
833 Main Streel ~ Agawam

Harvest Jestival

Community 7ag Sale
And

Savers Drop off Fundraiser

Saturday October 24, 2026 ~ 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
Rain Date Saturday October 31¢, 2026

Tayg Sale, Food, Music, Games, Raffles, Good Fun
Donation drop-of: Gently used clothing - Must be bagged
Household items — Must be boxed
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DON’T MISS!

NATIONAL PIEROGI DAY
CELEBRATION!
SATURDAY OCT. 10, 2026
10 AM -2 PM

OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA CHURCH

81 K STREET TURNERS FALLS MA



Together in Healing:

A Support Group for Those
Grieving a Loved One

Grieving the loss of someone you love is one of life’s most difficult challenges

You don’t have to walk through your grief by yourself. PllbllC WE]COI'HE 6-8 pm

Our support group is a safe, caring place to talk openly, Thursday, November 12

be heard, and connect wilth others who understand : ThurSday) December 10
what you’re going through. Thursday, January 14
Thursday, February 11

There’s no timeline for grief, and no matter how recent
your loss, or how long ago it happened, you are

Meeting Hall at
welcome here.

Our Lady of Grace Church
We're here to listen, support you, and remind you that 11 School St. Hatfield

YRR Refreshments will be served

Please RSVP to: Louisefinn4@gmail.com
Church Office: 413-247-9079

-
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton's SEAS Thrift Shop
Spaghetti & Meatball Supper 87 Beacon St., Florence - Open Saturday's 9-1
Saturday, October 24" at 5:30pm Thrift Shop is Open
Elks Lodge. Florence Saturdays 9-1
Includes: Salad. Bread & Dessert New displays, lots of new merchandise
Adult tickets $10 - Children 12 and under $5 and new categories of items
There will be a Scratch Ticket & Basket Raffle We accept holiday items all year round.
Tickets can be purchased after all Masses starting September 26 Call Patte or Barbara if you have donations
and at the parish office. or drop off on Saturdays 9-12:45.
If you would like to donate a monetary gift or a basket for the : %
’ :  Wiekle 2. Thrift Shop managers: Patte Shaughnessy 584-6068
aflle, ple: act S¢ at413-320-7437 = o2
raffle, please contact Sally Wickles at 413-320-74 Barbara Kaczenski 586.1498
Hope you can attend a FUN and delicious evening! ; :
God Blesit Thank you for your continued support of our Thrift Shop
ess!

AGDAYS FORLIFI

From September 23rd through November Ist, you're invited to
join Christians [and other people of good will] for 40 Days for
Life — 40 days of praver and fasting for an end to abortion. You're
also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in
the public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3550 Main
St.. Springfield. MA, and also to help spread the word about this
important community outreach. If you'd like more information,
especially if you'd like to volunteer to help. please contact: Tim
Biggins at (413) 285-2257 and/or at 40daysWM/@ gmail.com.

Safe Environment & Victim Assistance - How to Report Abuse

Bishop William D. Byrne encourages anyone who has been a victim of sexual abuse by representatives (Clergy, educators,
employees or volunteers) of the Roman Catholic Church to come forward by contacting the Office of Safe Environment &
Victim Assistance, at (413) 452-0624, confidential number at 800-842-9055 or email reportabuse@diospringfield.org.




A Message from Archbishop Henning, Bishop McManus, Bishop da Cunha, and Bishop Byrne for
the Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of Massachusetts

In June during his Apostolic Visit to Spain, our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV delivered an appeal to
defend human dignity and protect life from conception to its natural end. “Every legislative task,” he
said, “ultimately confronts a decisive question: what conception of the human person inspires laws, and
what kind of society do those laws build?”

Just two months after the Holy Father’s address, Massachusetts passed one of the most expansive
and permissive abortion laws in the nation, telling us what kind of society they desire for Massachusetts:
one which leaves its most vulnerable citizens—children in the womb and their pregnant mothers—at
perilous risk. This law is a tragedy, and the Catholic legislators who helped to enact it have caused grave
scandal.

The Prioritizing Patient Access to Care Act permits abortion throughout pregnancy for any
reason, and it allows these grisly procedures—dangerous to mothers and cruel to their unborn children—
to be performed in non-hospital settings. Laws function as teachers. This new law falsely teaches that
human beings who are ill or inconvenient are not worthy of life; that motherhood can be incompatible
with women’s freedom, well-being, and flourishing; and that no viable alternatives to abortion exist in
the face of difficult diagnoses.

Alternatives do exist. A 2023 peer-reviewed article published in the Cureus Journal of Medical
Science found that 60% of women considering an abortion would choose life if they had more material
and emotional support. We want to help women and families to choose life! We invite every expectant
mother in distress to ask us for help. We ask that elected officials and healthcare providers—especially
those whose consciences are rightly troubled by the new law—work to ensure that life-sustaining care
for vulnerable children in utero and that mothers and fathers who feel alone and overwhelmed have all
they need to welcome and raise their children with confidence.

The Lord Jesus Christ saw the forgotten and reached out to the neglected. As Bishops, we call
upon all to see the dignity of the poor, the unborn, the sick and the elderly. No one is expendable, no one
is a burden. All have a sacred God-given dignity. The foundation of social justice is this inviolable
dignity of the human person. The Prioritizing Patient Access to Care Act unjustly condemns to death our
most vulnerable children and pits a mother against her own child.

In his Encyclical Magnifica Humanitas, Pope Leo teaches: “Human dignity does not depend on a
person’s abilities, wealth or position in life, nor on the right or wrong choices made; instead, it is a gift
that precedes and transcends each person, endowed by God as an expression of his unfailing love,”
There is no stage of development or characteristic which would render a child unworthy of life—even if
that life will be short or require palliative care.

May Our Lord Jesus Christ protect us all from harm, may He inspire us with self-giving love,
and may He guide our civil leaders to enact laws which protect and promote the dignity of every person
from conception to natural death.



What Can We Do?

Each year, Respect Life Month offers the opportunity to renew our reverence for life and take
concrete actions to witness to the beauty and sanctity of this foundational gift of the Lord. Here are some
of the concrete actions you might consider this year:

We Pray. First and foremost, we pray. With the passage of this bill our leaders and our
Commonwealth have failed in the duty to uphold the sacred dignity of every human life. In
prayer, we seek the mercy of a loving God for our failures and for this sin against His Law of
Love. We pray for our civil leaders that the Lord will give them wisdom and strength to do their
duty to protect life and uphold the common good.

We Witness. As disciples, we are also called to give witness. We urge you to contact your
representatives and make known your desire for just laws which protect every person in this
state.

We speak up There is also an effort underway to pause and even possibly overturn this immoral
law. We encourage you to take part in this effort and raise your own voice in opposition to the
law and in favor of life.

We walk with families Scripture commands us “Choose life that you may live” (Deut. 30:19) A
culture of life requires families, parishes, and schools to live that reverence for life. We need
families who form their sons and daughters in the summons to promote and defend life. We need
ministries that accompany and support women and families in crisis. In our state with such a
radical law, it is more important than ever for us to make clear our desire to welcome and nurture
the gift of life.

For a listing of local Respect Life materials and contacts visit

www.diospringdfield.org/respect-life-office
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