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Summer Reading Assignment
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Middle Level (Grades 6, 7, 8)

Novel Assignment:
Hello Students! To prepare you for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Reading class in the fall, please
select one book to read and enjoy over the summer. After you have finished reading your
novel, please complete one of the reader response options. This assignment should be turned
in to your reading teacher during the first week of school.

A list of suggested novels has been provided below. If you and your parents decide on a book
option that is appropriate for you and your reading level, which does not appear on the list,
that is fine too! The list has a wide variety of books. They include many different reading levels,
genres, and exciting plots. The list also includes a grade level suggestion to help you choose a
book at your reading level. You are encouraged to choose a book that you have not read
before, is interesting to you, and will also challenge you. If you have any questions, please
email Miss McGrath at amcgrath@sacredheartpgh.org. Enjoy your summer reading!

Reader Response Options:
After reading your selected book, please choose one of the summer reading project options to
complete. Use your creativity in each! The project should be brought to school within the first
week of school.

A. Create a Reading Journal: In a notebook, write a summary of each chapter of the book you
have read. In the chapter summary you should include all of the following:

1. Who were the characters mentioned in the chapter?
2. What is the setting (time, place, etc.) of the chapter?
3. Summarize the main action of the chapter. Use complete sentences when you are

describing the action. Be detailed and specific about the events of the chapter.
4. What was your favorite part of the chapter, or did anything surprise you?
5. At the end of the book answer: What is your reaction to the book? Did you enjoy the

book, and why or why not? What did you learn from the book?

B. Write a Book Report: Handwrite or type a book report about what you have read. The report
should be written in complete sentences. Re-read your report to look for spelling or grammar
errors. In the book report you should include all of the following:

1. What is the book title? Research and describe the author, and genre of the book.
2. Who were the main characters of the novel? Describe their characterization (physical

descriptions and personality traits) and their role in the story.
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3. Describe the setting of the novel (where and when the story takes place). Note that
there may be more than one important setting.

4. Describe the main problem or conflict in the book. For example: were the characters
sent on an adventure? Was the main character trying to solve or overcome a problem?

5. Summarize the plot or action of the story from the start of the book (the exposition) to
the end of the book (resolution).

6. What was the main theme of the novel? The theme is the overall meaning or lesson of
the story.

7. What is one thing that you learned from the book?
8. What are your thoughts about the book? Did you like it or not? How did the book make

you feel? Would you recommend it to others to read?

C. Create a Story Summary and Plot Diagram: On a piece of poster board, summarize what
you have read by creating a Story Summary Chart on one side, and a Plot Diagram on the
other.

Side One: Design your own Story Summary Chart. A story summary chart is used to
summarize the most important parts of a book. On the first side of the poster board, design a
“Story Summary Chart” which includes descriptions of all the following:

● List the author and title of the book
● List the main characters of the story
● List the main settings of the story
● Describe the plot of the story (what was the story about?)
● List the conflict of the story
● List the theme of the story

Side Two: Design your own Plot Diagram. A plot diagram is used to track the events of a story
from the start to finish. On the second side of the poster board, design a “Plot Diagram” which
includes all of the following:

● Exposition: describe what happens at the opening of the novel.
● Rising Action: describe at least 4 of the most important events that occur during

the rising action of the book. These are events that occur after the exposition,
and before the high-point of the story. *You may include more than 4 events.

● High-point: The high-point of the story is when the action or conflict cannot
build any more. This is the most exciting or intense point of action in the book.
After this point, the conflict does not build anymore, but moves toward a
resolution.

● Falling Action: describe at least 4 of the most important events that occur during
the falling action of the book. These are events that occur after the high-point,
but before the resolution of the story. *You may include more than 4 events.

● Resolution: describe the ending of the story. The resolution is what happens at
the end of the book. This does not have to be a “happy ending” or mean that



all of the questions in the book are resolved or answered. Some books end in a
cliff-hanger, and leave you wanting to read more! It is simply where the book
leaves you.

D. Create a Setting Diorama: Choose a setting from the novel, and create a diorama to display
what this setting looks like! The diorama should follow the guidelines below:

● The diorama should be created inside a shoebox or another structure
● The diorama should clearly represent and show a setting from the novel
● The diorama should incorporate 3-D objects, color, and other visual elements

E. Create a Storyboard: A storyboard is used by illustrators and artists to help track the plot of
a story. It consists of drawings and words used to represent the action that occurs in a story.
Your task is to create a storyboard that illustrates the plot of the novel that you read. The
guidelines are listed below:

● Design a storyboard on a piece of poster paper. The storyboard should contain
at least 10 boxes where you will illustrate the plot of the story in chronological
order.

● In each box, illustrate one important event that occurred in the story.
● Below each box, write a brief description of the action that is occurring in each

illustration
● Include the title of the novel and your name on the poster board
● Be sure that your storyboard is creative, neat, colorful, and descriptive



Summer Reading Suggested Novels
Suggested

Grade Level
Book Title Author Genre

7,8 A Series of Unfortunate Events (Series) Lemony Snicket Fiction

6,7,8 Amal Unbound Aisha Saeed Realistic Fiction

8 Around the World in Eighty Days Jules Verne Classic/Fiction/Adventure

6 Because of Winn-Dixie Kate DiCamillo Realistic Fiction/Animals

6 Bridge to Terabithia Donna Diamond,
Katherine Paterson

Fiction

6 Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction

7,8 Divergent (Series) Veronica Roth Science Fiction/Dystopian

6 Dogsong Gary Paulsen Fiction/Adventure

8 Eragon (Series) Christopher Paolini Fantasy

6 Esperanza Rising Pam Munoz Ryan Realistic Fiction

6,7,8 Farewell to Manzanar Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston

History/Nonfiction/Autobiography

8 Hidden Figures (Young Readers’
Edition)

Margot Lee Shetterly Nonfiction/History/Science

8 I Am Malala (Young Readers Edition) Malala Yousafzai Nonfiction/Biography

6 I Survived - Series Lauren Tarshish Historical Fiction

6,7 Inside Out & Back Again Thanhha Lai Historical Fiction/Poetry

6 James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl Fiction

6,7 Johnny Tremain Esther Forbes Historical Fiction

6 Mary Poppins P.L. Travers Classic/Fantasy

6,7 My Side of the Mountain (Series) Jean Craighead
George

Adventure/Fiction

6,7 Navigating Early Clare Vanderpool Historical Fiction

8 No Summit Out of Sight Jordan Romero Nonfiction/Biography/Adventure/Sports

6,7,8 Percy Jackson and the Olympians
(Series)

Rick Riordan Mythology/Fantasy

6,7 Refugee Alan Gratz Historical Fiction

6 Restart Gordon Korman Realistic Fiction



6,7 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Mildred D. Taylor Historical Fiction

6 Stella by Starlight Sharon M. Draper Historical Fiction

6 The Bridge Home Padma Venkatraman Realistic Fiction

6,7,8 The Call of the Wild Jack London Classic/Adventure

6,7,8 The Chronicles of Narnia (Book Series) C.S. Lewis Classic/Fantasy

6,7 The City of Ember (Series) Jeanne
DuPrau

Science Fiction/Dystopian

6,7,8 The Crossover Kwame Alexander Sports/Realistic Fiction/Poetry

8 The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer Science Fiction

7,8 The Hunger Games (Series) Suzanne Collins Science Fiction/Dystopian

6,7 The Invention of Hugo Cabret Brian Selznick Historical Fiction/Sequential Art

6,7 The Journey of Little Charlie Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction

6,7,8 The Lightning Thief Rick Riordan Fantasy/Mythology

6 The Lions of Little Rock Kristin Levine Historical Fiction

8 The Maze Runner (Series) James Dashner Science Fiction/Dystopian

6,7 The Mighty Miss Malone Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction

6,7 The Mysterious Benedict Society
(Series)

Trenton Lee Stewart Mystery/Fiction

7 The Night Diary Veera Hiranandani Historical Fiction

6,7,8 The Ranger’s Apprentice (Series) John Flanagan Adventure/Fantasy

6,7,8 The Swiss Family Robinson Yohann D. Wyss Classic/Adventure

6,7 The Tale of Despereaux Kate DiCamillo Fantasy/Animals

6 The Trumpet of the Swan E.B. White Classic/Fiction/Animals

6,7 The Watsons Go to Birmingham Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction

6,7 The Wind in the Willows Kenneth Grahame Classic/Fiction

7,8 Unbroken (Young Readers Adaptation
Option Available)

Laura Hillenbrand History/Nonfiction/World War II

6,7 Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech Realistic Fiction

6,7,8 Will Wilder: The Relic of Perilous Falls
(Series)

Raymond Arroyo Fantasy


