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How to Use Pastoral Patterns
Pastoral Patterns is a book of suggested patterns and models to assist 
priests, deacons, initiation ministers, and liturgy planners in crafting 
liturgical language. The Roman Missal outlines the points in the Mass that 
can accommodate the priest’s own words. Each community must search 
the day’s or season’s scriptures, its own soul, and the realities of the wider 
world in order to craft appropriate language for the liturgy. 

Prayer of the Faithful
Each weekly set of petitions in Pastoral Patterns does not include petitions  
that should be prayed on a weekly basis. Here are some examples of 
“every week” petitions.

That all catechumens, especially those in our parish, N., N., and N., may 
be reborn in the image and likeness of their Creator, we pray to the Lord.
– or –
That the candidates for full communion, especially N., N., and N., may 
grow daily in the desire for perfection, we pray to the Lord.
***
That the newly baptized, especially N., N., and N., may be drawn ever 
more deeply into the mystery of the Christian way of life, we pray to 
the Lord.
***
For the newly confirmed (or: For those received into the full communion 
of the Catholic Church), especially N., N., and N., that they may benefit 
from our affectionate support in their life of faith, we pray to the Lord.
***
That the newly married, especially N. and N., may grow each day in 
harmony and wisdom, we pray to the Lord.
– or –
For N. and N., and for all who are newly married, that they may shine 
as witnesses to the love of God and the ways of heaven, we pray to 
the Lord.
***
That the sick, especially N., N., and N., and all the sick of our parish 
community, may be healed in body and spirit, we pray to the Lord.
– or –
For the sick of the parish, especially N., N., and N., and for all who 
are sick: May they be freed from danger, relieved of suffering, and 
embraced with compassion in the gentle arms of the Good Shepherd, 
we pray to the Lord.
– or –
For the sick, especially N., N., and N., that this season may bring them 
comfort and health in the company of their Savior, we pray to the Lord.



That the dead, especially N., N., and N., may be gathered into paradise 
by Jesus, the Bridegroom and lover of our souls, we pray to the Lord.
– or –
That the dead, especially our departed sisters and brothers N., N., and 
N., may be with their Savior in paradise, we pray to the Lord.
– or –
That the dead, especially N., N., and N., may attain the fullness of life 
within the endless festival of the kingdom, we pray to the Lord.

Other Texts
Pastoral Patterns offers models for introductions to the Liturgy of the Day. 
These may be spoken by a commentator or cantor before Mass, or by the 
presider following the greeting and opening dialogue. Many parishes 
employ introductions to the Liturgy of the Word. Spoken by the presider 
before the first reading, these introductions are designed to spark the 
imagination of the assembly and prepare them to listen to the word. 
Likewise, the short introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer, proclaimed by 
the presider, prepares the assembly for the great prayer of thanksgiving. 
Models are offered for the Penitential Act and/or Sprinkling Rite.
A Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates) is included for each Sunday. 
These dismissals follow the pattern found in the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults and, like all the texts in Pastoral Patterns, are inspired by the 
biblical themes of the day’s liturgy.

Homily Helps
Also included are “Homily Helps.” The three bullet points provide a start-
ing point for priests and deacons looking for assistance in writing their 
weekly homilies. These may also be useful for liturgy planning groups 
who may give ideas to their priests on passages from the week’s readings 
that they found interesting, inspiring, or moving.

Question of the Week
The “Question of the Week” is intended to inspire thought and conversa-
tion. This question reflects on the scriptures and applies those themes to 
daily life.

Reminders and Suggestions
Proper or otherwise appropriate texts from The Roman Missal are suggested, 
as well as other liturgical reminders related to specific feasts and seasons.

Calendar
The days of the Roman calendar are listed alongside national holidays, 
days of historical significance, Jewish festivals, and weeks dedicated to 
a specific intention.
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August 7, 2022 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Be prepared always, Jesus tells his disciples in today’s Gospel, for the 
Son of Man will come like a thief in the night. This is our challenge 
now. Are we prepared for the day when our time here on earth comes 
to end? Will we be prepared if it comes this year, this week, or even 
this day? Today, let us pray that with God’s grace we may always be 
ready for that day when we see the Lord face to face. May the Eucharist 
nourish and strengthen us as we grow as disciples.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the master whose return we await with eager 
longing: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the way that leads to the Father:  
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you build us into a people longing to see your face: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #117
Wisdom 18:6–9 On the long-awaited Passover night, 
 God’s children offered the paschal sacrifice.
Psalm 33 “Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.”
Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19 By faith we join our ancestors in faith, as together in hope 
or 11:1–2, 8–12 we journey toward our homeland.
Luke 12:32–48 The Son of Man will come at an unexpected hour. 
or 12:35–40

The readings from Wisdom and Hebrews look back in time to pivotal 
events when believers had to put great faith in God. In captivity in 
Egypt, the Chosen People trusted that the Lord would pass over their 
homes on the night that the firstborn were slain. Generations before 
that, Abraham and Sarah left everyone they knew to follow God to 
the promised land. It is that kind of faith that Jesus tries to instill in  
his disciples so that they will be ready when he comes again in glory. 
Let us pray that our own faith may be strengthened as we listen to 
God’s word.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, you have been entrusted with the opportunity to know 
the Lord through your journey of initiation. Much is required of you 
as you continue to pattern your life on his. Know that we support 
you in prayer during your journey. As you go forth to reflect on the  
word of God we have shared today, know that we eagerly await the 
day you will remain here to share in Christ’s body and blood. Now 
go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
“Faith,” we heard today, “is the realization of what is hoped for.” In 
faith, we now bring before the Lord our prayers and hopes, confident 
they will be heard.

For the entire body of Christ, that entrusted with the gift of so 
wonderful a faith, we may demonstrate that faith in service to 
others, let us pray to the Lord.
For political, business, and religious leaders, that they may 
always respect the rights, the dignity, and the well-being of all 
those they lead, let us pray to the Lord.
For indigenous peoples around the world, who are dispro-
portionately affected by poverty, instability, and illness, that 
all people may work toward eradicating these inequalities, let 
us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer from the weather disasters of the sum-
mer—floods and droughts, hurricanes and tornadoes, wildfires 
and heat waves—especially those who feel they have nowhere 
to turn, let us pray to the Lord.
For our parish community, that we may spend our time and 
effort in service to others so that we will be well prepared for 
our master’s return, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Faithful God, 
your covenant inspired our forebears in faith, 
from Abraham and Sarah 
to our own parents and grandparents. 
May their witness inspire us 
as we live out our faith in our community, 
faith that allows us to trust that you hear these prayers we make 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Our souls wait for the Lord. Let us lift up this prayer of thanksgiving 
in joy and in expectation of the coming of the Lord.

August 7, 2022
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface V or VI of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 13 or 
Prayer Over the People 2 or 9.
Liturgy and Life: Many parishes have begun the practice of gathering all liturgi-
cal ministers for a time of reflection and spiritual nourishment some time in the late 
summer or early autumn. Bringing in an outside speaker to lead this reflection is a 
good idea, since those who normally lead the parish’s liturgical life could benefit 
from this experience.

Homily Helps
• Jesus tells his disciples that the more they are entrusted with, the more will be 
demanded of them. We have probably realized this principle when it comes to 
expectations at work, at school, and at home. What are our responsibilities as a 
faith-filled Catholic? What is demanded of us? We were entrusted in baptism with 
our faith. This precious gift may have been handed down to us by our parents or 
another family member or close friend, who received it in turn in a line going all 
the way back to Abraham and Sarah, our forebears in faith. We give witness to 
our faith as Jesus’ disciples, spreading the good news in all that we say and do.
• We spend much of our lives waiting: waiting at the doctor’s office, waiting 
for a show to begin, waiting for a loved one to arrive. Each of these examples 
of waiting has a focus, however, a reason to justify our patience. The faithful 
servants in today’s Gospel have a focus as well: the master’s return. This gives 
the wait meaning, a purpose. We may not know when our loved one will arrive 
or when the show will begin, and we may slowly grow impatient while we wait, 
but when we focus on the object of our expectation, we find it easier.
• It is a mistake to think that we wait for Jesus in the same way we wait for any-
thing else in life, for Jesus is already present with us as we wait. Jesus arrives for 
us every day of our lives. He often comes in the person of someone in need, for 
as he told his disciples, whenever we serve the least among us we serve him. A 
vigilant servant, therefore, is already serving our Lord in each other. Jesus also 
arrives in those moments of grace, when we need the support of the One who 
told his disciples that his yoke is easy and his burden light. Here and now, Jesus 
arrives in the Eucharist, in this “wedding feast” in which he offers his own body 
to nourish and save us.

Question of the Week
How can I be a faithful servant to the Lord as I wait patiently upon him?

Calendar
 8 Mon. Memorial of St. Dominic
 9 Tue. Optional Memorial of St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 

  International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
 10 Wed. Feast of St. Lawrence
 11 Thu. Memorial of St. Clare
 12 Fri.  Optional Memorial of St. Jane Frances de Chantal
 13 Sat. Optional Memorial of Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus 

  Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary

August 7, 2022
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August 14, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
We like to think of Jesus bringing peace and joy, healing and inspiration 
as he traveled from village to village with his disciples. But at this point 
in Luke’s Gospel he is making his way to Jerusalem, where he knows 
what he will face, and his message has become sobering. The road to 
redemption is difficult. Jesus knew that sin and evil must be confronted. 
Our own encounters with sin and evil can be divisive, as Jesus warned 
his disciples. Let us pray for the will and the courage to stand up for 
what is right and good and holy, no matter the consequences.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you gather people of every language into your everlasting 
compassion: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, your salvation reaches to the ends of the earth:  
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to everlasting life:  
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #120
Jeremiah 38:4–6, 8–10 Because he demoralized the people,  
 Jeremiah is condemned to death.
Psalm 40 “Lord, come to my aid!”
Hebrews 12:1–4 We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses,  
 who can teach us how to struggle for glory.
Luke 12:49–53 Jesus says: I have come to divide.

We hear Jesus tell his disciples that he has come to set the earth on fire. 
Centuries before, Jeremiah set the earth on fire with his fiery preach-
ing against injustice. Both find themselves persecuted by authorities. 
But divisive as their words are, God watches over them. Jeremiah is 
rescued. Jesus is raised from the dead. May their example help us to 
avoid growing weary and losing heart when we struggle to carry out 
our mission.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
My friends, your spiritual journey has brought you to this holy place, 
where we gather around the table of the word each week to be nour-
ished. Know that our prayer for you is that you will be strengthened 
by God’s word as you continue this difficult journey, which will lead 
one day to the sacraments of initiation. We eagerly await the day  
when you will remain here to savor the gift of the Eucharist. Now go 
in peace.

August 14, 2022
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Prayer of the Faithful
Trusting that God watches over us through all of our trials and difficul-
ties, we turn to God as we make our pleas for mercy and hope.

For Pope Francis and all bishops, that they may be blessed  
with the courage to preach the gospel always, let us pray to 
the Lord.
That nations may see divisions and disagreements as oppor-
tunities for honest and constructive dialogue for the benefit of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are imprisoned, especially those serving life 
sentences, that they may not grow weary and lose heart, let 
us pray to the Lord.
That families who are divided may find comfort and peace in 
the embrace of an all-merciful God as they cope with strained 
relationships and estranged family members, let us pray to 
the Lord.
For all of us, that we may persevere in running the race while 
keeping our eyes fixed on our Savior and Redeemer, let us 
pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of all, 
watch over and protect us 
as we stumble and fall, 
leading us always onward to your kingdom. 
Hear the prayers we make today 
and grant them through your Son, 
who sits at your right hand, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Around this sacred altar we gather in faith, surrounded by a cloud of 
witnesses. Here we will taste of the heavenly banquet to come. With 
joy and thanksgiving we raise up this prayer of gratitude to God.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface IV of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 13 or Prayer 
over the People 5.

August 14, 2022
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Catechesis and Communication: Remind the assembly of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which occurs tomorrow. Because it falls on 
a Monday, it is not a a holy day of obligation this year.
Liturgy and Life: Over the next two weeks we will celebrate two significant Mar-
ian feasts: the Assumption and the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Blessed 
Art Thou contains striking images of the Mother of God, created by Brother Michael 
O’Neill McGrath. Each image is accompanied by an original prayer penned by 
Fr. Richard Fragomeni. This book is a must for every Catholic family and all who 
have a devotion to the Blessed Mother. Contact our Customer Service Department 
at 800 GIA-1358 (442-1358) or visit our website at giamusic.com.

Homily Helps
• Just last week we heard how important faith is in leading us to trust in God. 
The author of Hebrews gave Abraham as an example. When God told Abraham 
that he and Sarah would have descendants as numerous as the stars, Abraham 
must have thought it unbelievable. Sarah was past childbearing age and they 
had no children. But he trusted in the Lord, just as he did later when asked to 
sacrifice their only son, Isaac. He could not understand, but he believed because 
he trusted. When we hear Jesus say that he has come to set the earth ablaze, 
setting parent against child and dividing households against each other, we 
find it very difficult to understand or to accept. But in the end we trust in the Lord 
because we believe in him. We accept that sometimes we just can’t understand 
the reason why.
• We have an advantage that the disciples did not have at this time. We know 
that after the Resurrection the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in what 
was depicted as multiple tongues of flame. We know that the Holy Spirit aided 
the disciples in carrying out their mission, preaching repentance for the forgive-
ness of sins and making disciples of all nations. We can imagine that the wisdom 
and fortitude they received allowed them to confront sin and evil and that the 
purifying fire could cauterize the wound they produced, allowing healing and 
reconciliation to begin. In baptism we have received the Holy Spirit as well, 
enabling us to carry on in Jesus’ mission.
• The voice of Hebrews can give us reassurance in running the race that can 
see us confronting sin and evil, perhaps causing division among others. Jesus 
endured persecution to the point of losing his life, but God watched over him 
and raised him to new life. His example allows us to avoid growing weary or 
losing heart, despite the trauma and hardships we may endure.

Question of the Week
Can I feel the fire within that leads me to speak out and speak up despite the 
consequences?

Calendar
 15 Mon. Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   (not a holy day of obligation this year)
 16 Tue. Optional Memorial of St. Stephen of Hungary
 19 Fri.  Optional Memorial of St. John Eudes 

  World Humanitarian Day
 20 Sat. Memorial of St. Bernard

August 14, 2022
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August 15, 2022 
Solemnity of the Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
At the end of her life on earth, Mary was brought to heaven to live eter-
nally with her Son in God’s presence. There is no account of this event 
in scripture, but in the Magnificat Mary tells of many other wonders 
the Lord has done. Hearing her say that God “has lifted up the lowly,” 
we are reminded that today we celebrate that this woman, this “lowly 
servant,” has been lifted up to heaven.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you have done great things for us, and holy is your name: 
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, your mercy is from age to age on those who revere you:  
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are prompt in forgiving: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #622
Revelation 11:19a; A woman is clothed with the sun and crowned with stars. 
12:1–6a; 10ab
Psalm 45 “The queen stands at your right hand, 
 arrayed in gold.”
1 Corinthians 15:20–27 Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Luke 1:39–56 As David danced before the ark, 
 so John leaps in his mother’s womb 
 in the presence of the Lord in the womb of Mary.

God looks with favor upon the vulnerable. In Revelation, God keeps 
the new mother safe after rescuing her newborn son and future king. 
Saint Paul asserts that Jesus has conquered death itself, allowing us 
all to share in eternal life. In the Gospel, Mary sings her praise of God, 
who cares for the lowly, the hungry, and all who are in need of God’s 
mercy. Listening to God’s word, let us contemplate this young, lowly 
woman who was found worthy to bear the Son of God.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, in your formation in the Catholic way of life you are  
learning the important role the Blessed Virgin Mary plays in our  
spiritual and devotional life. As we celebrate one of her greatest feasts,  
we urge you to begin to turn to her in your need, asking that she  
intercede on your behalf with her Son, the Lord Jesus. We send you 
forth now to reflect on the mystery of the Assumption of Mary. We  
look forward to the day when you will share with us at the Lord’s table. 
Now go in peace.

August 15, 2022
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Prayer of the Faithful
We turn to God with our needs and the needs of our sisters and broth-
ers, asking our Blessed Virgin Mother to intercede for us.

For the Church, that we may emulate our Mother Mary in 
bearing Christ to the world, let us pray to the Lord.
For peace throughout the world, that we may let the maternal 
love of the Queen of Peace permeate our hearts, let us pray to 
the Lord.
For religious women and men who minister to the poor, the 
hungry, and the lowly in the name of Mary, that they may be 
blessed in their mission, let us pray to the Lord.
For all those raising or caring for children, that they may find a 
model in the Mary, the Mother of God, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may hear the word of God and observe it, as Jesus has 
called us to do, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Loving God, 
look with favor on your people, 
as you looked upon your lowly servant, Mary, 
listening to the prayers we make 
today and always, 
through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
The table of plenty is spread before us. Here we will have a foretaste 
of the heavenly banquet. Let us offer thanks to God, who has done 
great things for us.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface of the Assumption. Solemn Blessing 15 or Prayer over the People 
1, 2, 3, or 17.
Catechesis and Communication: Suggest imitating Mary’s visit to Elizabeth in 
her home by visiting the sick at home and in hospitals and nursing homes.

August 15, 2022
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Initiation: Following up on this idea of suggesting visits to the homebound, why not 
include the parish’s catechumens and candidates in this invitation? When the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults was promulgated, much of its core vision was taken from 
the Second Vatican Council’s document Ad Gentes. The vision was that the initiation 
process should follow an apprenticeship model. Catechumens and candidates need 
to spend time experiencing firsthand the ministries of the parish. To this end, why 
not invite them to accompany ministers who bring Communion to the sick or who 
visit shut-ins or nursing homes and long-term care facilities? For additional ideas for 
including catechumens in the ministries of the parish, consider obtaining a copy of 
Apprenticed to Christ: Activities for Practicing the Catholic Way of Life, published 
by WLP, available by calling 800 GIA-1358 (442-1358) or at giamusic.com.

Homily Helps
• When God raised Jesus from the dead, death lost the power that it had over 
every human life, power it had going back to the fall of Adam. The new Adam, 
Jesus, conquered death, becoming the firstfruits of the dead, as Paul wrote. 
Firstfruits were the initial gathering of the season, which were offered to God 
in recognition that God is the source of the fruitfulness of the harvest. Because 
Jesus died to redeem us from our sins, those who have died are raised to eternal 
life, becoming a blessed harvest for heaven. God chose Mary to bear the Son 
of God, and so Mary was chosen, before she died, to participate in this most 
wonderful harvest of all. The Blessed Virgin Mary, untouched by sin, remains 
untouched by death as well.
• When Jesus called his disciples, he directed them to follow him. But years 
before he asked a single person to follow him, his mother already was doing 
so, starting by following God’s will to bear the Son of God. She continued to 
follow him after he was born. Raising her baby boy undoubtedly meant follow-
ing him around quite a bit. One can imagine Jesus learning to walk with his 
mother following along behind, ready to catch him if he stumbled. The only story 
told in the Gospels of Jesus as an adolescent features him staying behind in the 
temple while Mary and Joseph frantically retrace their steps, following their path 
back to Jerusalem to find him. What we regard as Jesus’ first miracle came at 
the wedding in Cana. There she assisted Jesus by asking others to follow his 
instructions, telling the servers, “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5). Indeed, 
Mary was our Lord’s first follower, his first disciple.
• In the Magnificat, Mary extols the Lord for, among other things, lifting up the 
lowly. She knows personally what it means to feel lowly, as she refers to herself 
as the Lord’s lowly servant. The Greek word Luke uses, tapeinos, used twice in 
the Magnificat, is used only one other time in the Gospels: when Matthew writes 
that Jesus claimed that his yoke was easy, “for I am meek and humble (tapeinos) 
of heart” (Matthew 11:29). Both Jesus and Mary identified themselves as one 
of the lowly, the humble, those who look to God for help.

Question of the Day
In what ways am I a lowly servant, am I humble of heart? How can I acknowledge 
my own humility before the will of God?

August 15, 2022
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August 21, 2022 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
It is no accident that the words “disciple” and “discipline” come from 
the same root: Latin disciplina, meaning “teaching.” As disciples of the 
Lord, we are taught through discipline. We need that discipline when 
we are tempted to compromise our ethics or ignore our conscience 
and do something we shouldn’t or fail to do something we should. 
Hebrews reminds us today that God’s discipline is given out of love, 
to keep our conscience strong and our feet on the narrow path. May 
we keep to the discipline of being a true disciple and resolve to learn 
from our missteps.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you gather nations of every language into your everlasting 
love: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the way, the truth, and the life: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you will come in glory to bring peace to your people: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #123
Isaiah 66:18–21 Outcasts will be gathered home by God 
 as a precious offering in glory.
Psalm 117 “Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.”
Hebrews 12:5–7, 11–13 Discipline strengthens what is weak.
Luke 13:22–30 The doorway into the kingdom is narrow.

Today’s responsorial psalm comes from the shortest psalm of all, in  
fact the shortest chapter of the entire Bible. Yet it says all that needs 
be said: God is kind and faithful forever, and we all should praise and 
glorify God. It is God’s kindness that guides us on the right path and 
forgives us when we stray. It is God’s faithfulness that gives us hope 
that despite our sinfulness we will one day have a home in the king-
dom. Today as we listen to God’s word, let us give praise and glory 
for God’s goodness.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
My friends, your spiritual journey has brought you to this holy place, 
where we gather around the table of the word each week to be nour-
ished. Know that our prayer for you is that you will be strengthened 
by God’s word as you continue this difficult journey, which will lead 
one day to the sacraments of initiation. We eagerly await the day  
when you will remain here to savor the gift of the Eucharist. Now go 
in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Steadfast is God’s kindness toward us, so we freely bring our needs 
and the needs of all before the Lord, assured that they will be heard.

For the Church, that we may dedicate ourselves to serving 
those who are most in need and least able to help themselves, 
those whom society has regarded as last, for they are first in 
the eyes of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
That people from the east and the west and from the north and 
the south may be welcomed with hospitality in new places and 
new lands, let us pray to the Lord.
For all those returning to school this fall—schoolchildren, 
teachers, and staff—that they may embark upon a new school 
year renewed in the appreciation of curiosity and the joy of 
learning, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer from chronic health conditions that weaken 
their body and spirit, that they may find strength and hope in 
the Lord’s presence, let us pray to the Lord.
That all those searching for Christ with a sincere heart may find 
welcome in our community, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Compassionate God, 
look with mercy on your people, 
who strive to enter through the narrow gate. 
Welcome our needs and the needs of those we love 
as we look forward to your welcome into your kingdom. 
We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord for ever and ever.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Jesus tells us that people will come from east and west, north and south, 
and recline at the table in God’s kingdom. Joining our voices with mil-
lions around the world and with the choirs of angels and saints, we 
offer this prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time, Preface of Christ, King of the 
Universe, or Preface of the unity of the Body of Christ, which is the Church. Solemn 
Blessing 11 or Prayer over the People 4.
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Initiation: Those directly involved in initiation in the parish might benefit from a visit 
to that section of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults that deals with the so-called 
“minor rites.” These rites include Minor Exorcisms, Blessings of the Catechumens, 
and Anointing of the Catechumens (#81–103). The Rite’s vision is that all meetings 
of those in the initiation process take place in the context of prayer. These simple yet 
powerful rites are designed to be celebrated mainly during the formation sessions. 
They provide wonderful prayers for the initiation leaders and teams to weave into 
the sessions. Perhaps those involved in the parish’s liturgy could come together in 
collaboration with the initiation leaders to examine these rites, coming up with sug-
gestions for their celebration. With the exception of the Anointing of Catechumens, 
a catechist may preside at these rites.

Homily Helps
• “Make straight paths for your feet,” we hear in Hebrews (12:13). In the Gos-
pel, Jesus tells us, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke 13:24). We 
are told, in other words, to keep to the straight and narrow. Later on his journey 
to Jerusalem, Jesus will compare entering God’s kingdom to a camel passing 
through the eye of a needle. Sounds as though the answer to the question at the 
opening of today’s Gospel, “Will only a few people be saved?” (Luke 13:23) 
is an emphatic “Yes!”
• But wait. Jesus goes on to say that people are coming from every direction on 
the compass and they will all make it into the kingdom of God. This echoes God’s 
words in Isaiah, “I come to gather nations of every language” (66:18). Isaiah’s 
words are radical to his Jewish audience. They were the Chosen People, after 
all, the ones on that straight and narrow path. Now they’re told they must yield 
to Gentiles from these far-off places spread over Africa, Asia, and Europe. For 
those who thought they had the inside track to salvation, it would be sobering 
to hear Jesus say that “some are last who will be first, and some are first who 
will be last” (Luke 13:30).
• It is revealing that the same Jesus who warned us about the narrow gate opened 
his arms wide on the cross to redeem the world. It is the wideness of God’s mercy, 
not our ability to stick to the straight and narrow, that determines whether we end 
up reclining at table in God’s kingdom. By all means, we should strive to be a 
disciple, to aim for that narrow gate. We are called to focus our attention, our 
discipleship, on what is truly important, discarding whatever distracts us from 
that focus, that prevents us from concentrating on striving toward the kingdom. 
But we must always recognize that we are not the ones in charge.

Question of the Week
How will I strive this week to aim for the narrow gate? How can I assist those 
outside my comfort zone as they strive to enter the narrow gate as well?

Calendar
 22 Mon. Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 23 Tue. Optional Memorial of St. Rose of Lima
 24 Wed. Feast of St. Bartholomew
 25 Thu. Optional Memorial of St. Louis 

  Optional Memorial of St. Joseph Calasanz
 27 Sat. Memorial of St. Monica
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August 28, 2022 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells guests at a feast to accept their invitations 
with humility, to be satisfied with the lowest place at the table. We are 
guests at a feast today, invited by our Lord to this wonderful Eucharistic 
meal. We come with humility, acknowledging our imperfections and 
sinfulness. Jesus also tells the host to invite those who are not well-off, 
who cannot repay him in kind. Our host today at this feast is Jesus, 
who offers his very Body and Blood for our redemption. There is no 
way we can truly repay him for his generosity and mercy. Let us give 
thanks for his constant invitation.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you welcomed the poor, the lame, and the blind:  
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the mediator of the new covenant: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you show us the way to the heavenly city—the new and 
eternal Jerusalem: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #126
Sirach 3:17–18, 20, Ancient wisdom insists that the more humble we are, 
28–29 the greater we are. 
Psalm 68 “God, in your goodness, 
 you have made a home for the poor.”
Hebrews 12:18–19, Far from frightening, our encounter with God 
22–24a will be like a glorious holiday.
Luke 14:1, 7–14 Jesus presents his own version of table manners.

Sirach used aphorisms like Jesus used parables: to teach his audience 
how to put God’s commands into action. Today we hear both Sirach 
and Jesus counsel us to act with humility. Sirach tells us we will find 
favor with God; Jesus imagines a wedding banquet where the host 
invites the person who took the lowest seat to move up to a higher 
position. With true humility, for we are all sinners, let us listen today 
to the word of God.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, today the Lord summons us to offer preferential treatment 
to the poor and those who live with disabilities. Our society’s values 
often fly in the face of this gospel mandate. As you go forth to reflect on 
the living word, we pray that you will be strengthened as you put into 
practice the gospel way of life. Know of our great eagerness to share 
with you at the table of the Eucharist, where all, rich and poor alike, 
are united as one in the love of Christ. Now go in peace. 
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Prayer of the Faithful
With humble hearts we approach our Lord with our needs and the 
needs of the least among us.

That we may be a welcoming Church, making people of all 
backgrounds, all cultures, all histories, and all walks of life 
feel welcome in this one body of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
For our country’s leaders, that they may be inspired to invite 
those who have difficulty paying their bills or putting food on 
the table to “move up to a higher position” at the banquet of 
life, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may care for all of God’s creation as we care for all 
that we love, so that our world and our environment may be 
sustained for generations as numerous as Abraham and Sarah’s, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer in the heat of summer, especially those 
who are homeless or cannot afford adequate cooling, let us 
pray to the Lord.
That we may be a home for the poor, as we sang in today’s 
responsorial psalm, extending God’s generosity to all those in 
need, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Generous God, 
you look with favor on your humble people. 
Listen to our prayers, 
which we offer with humility and contrition, 
and grant them according to your will, 
through your Son and our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Around this holy altar we join with rich and poor alike in offering the 
great prayer of praise and thanksgiving to God our creator.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface III or V of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 5 or 13, 
or Prayer over the People 5.
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Liturgy and Life: In many places school is getting back into full swing. Chapter 
5 in the Book of Blessings is the Order for Blessing Students and Teachers. (Surely 
the other members of the school staff would be blessed as well, although the text 
needs some careful editing.)
Initiation: Many initiation “programs” are getting into full swing as well. A national 
study on initiation practices by the U.S. bishops shows that in about 85 percent of 
parishes, the initiation process follows the school year or academic model. This is 
one example of the way our culture dictates our approach to the spiritual life. God’s 
grace simply cannot be “calendared.” Initiation leaders are encouraged to examine 
their programs to see if it would be possible to reshape them into more flexible, 
year-round processes that would welcome people at any time. Many parishes have 
converted academic year “programs” into initiation processes that are able to 
welcome people at any time. To discover ways to move in this direction, consider 
The Spirit at Work by Michael H. Marchal available at giamusic.com or by calling 
800 GIA-1358 (442-1358).

Homily Helps
• First, Jesus speaks to the guests, giving them a lesson on humility. Humility is 
the opposite of pride. When we allow our pride to take over, we are dishonest. 
We lie about ourselves by flattering ourselves, making ourselves seem better or 
smarter or more deserving than we really are. When we approach others with 
humility, we are being honest. We are grounded in reality. (“Humility” comes 
from the Latin humus, which means “ground.”) We acknowledge that we are 
sinful, that we are imperfect, that we fall far from the ideal. Certainly, it is better 
to avoid the embarrassment of being taken down a rung or two in front of our 
peers. But it also feels better to not have to pretend to be greater than we are. 
Humility allows us to accept our true selves.
• Next, Jesus speaks to the host. By inviting only those who were already in 
his social circle, he expected he would soon be able to take advantage of their 
generosity. Jesus called the host to instead invite those who would find it impos-
sible to repay you. This is true generosity. In his story of the Last Judgment, the 
host welcomes those who gave food to the hungry and drink to thirsty, telling 
them that what they do for the needy they do for him. Generosity given to those 
who cannot repay you is generosity given to Christ. This is how the host of the 
kingdom of God invites people to the ultimate feast.
• God’s kingdom operates in a reversal of the values the world teaches us. Re-
call that last week we heard Jesus tell the crowds that some are last who would 
be first and vice versa. Today we see how that works at a wedding banquet, 
an event he often used to portray the kingdom. In today’s Gospel, not even the 
outcasts of society are excluded from the wedding banquet. God’s kingdom is 
inclusive. Everyone is invited to the great feast.

Question of the Week
Whom can I welcome into my life who is unlikely to be able to repay me and 
how can I do so?

Calendar
 29 Mon. Memorial of the Passion of St. John the Baptist

 Sep. 1 Thu. World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation
 2 Fri.  First Friday
 3 Sat. Memorial of St. Gregory the Great 

  First Saturday
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September 4, 2022 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
The Holy Spirit draws us here today to worship our Lord, to listen to 
God’s word, and to celebrate the Eucharist. On this holiday weekend, as 
we recognize the blessings of human labor and of all those who work, 
whether they are paid or unpaid, we are also inspired to take part in 
the Lord’s work. May this Eucharist strengthen us as we labor in the 
vineyard, helping to bring Christ’s saving message to a hungry world.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you suffered and died for us: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you challenge us to take up the cross and follow you:  
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you call us to follow you as your disciples: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #129
Wisdom 9:13–18b Our choices in life are timid 
 compared to God’s choices for us.
Psalm 90 “In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.”
Philemon 9–10, 12–17 Paul baptizes a slave and then expects the slave’s master 
 to accept the slave as a brother.
Luke 14:25–33 Do you want to be a disciple? Renounce everything else, 
 with no reservations, no regrets.

Jesus has a sobering, even shocking, warning to would-be disciples in 
today’s Gospel. In uncompromising language he tells the crowds that 
whoever wishes to be his disciple must make a total commitment. Af-
ter all, the apostles left behind their families, their homes, and all their 
possessions to follow Jesus. As we look at our own commitment from 
a different perspective, let us pray for the grace to be worthy disciples 
of the Lord.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
My friends, on the day we welcomed you into this church to begin 
your journey of formation, we signed you with the cross of Christ. You 
have gradually come to know what it means to take up that cross and 
follow in the footsteps of Christ. Know of our support and prayer for 
you as you continue along this journey of conversion. Go now to reflect 
on God’s word and be mindful of our eagerness to share with you one 
day at the table of the Eucharist. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
As faithful disciples of the Lord, we turn now to God with our needs 
and the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ.

For the Church, that we may courageously take up our crosses 
as we faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus, let us pray to 
the Lord.
For everyone in the labor force, that their employers may 
treat them with dignity, pay them a living wage, and provide  
them with safe and healthy working conditions, let us pray 
to the Lord.
For all who are unemployed or underemployed, that they may 
not lose heart as they search for an opportunity to exercise their 
talents for the benefit of society, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may recognize that the value of our material posses-
sions pales in comparison to the value of our discipleship in the 
Lord and the gift of eternal salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may trust in God’s goodness and mercy even when we 
feel overwhelmed by the crosses we bear, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of all, 
we enjoy the blessings of your work all around us. 
Bless us in our work, 
at home or on site, inside or outside, wherever it may be, 
as you listen to the prayers we make 
and grant our needs through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
In this prayer of thanksgiving, we remember the cross and resurrection 
of Christ, and the redemption won for us through Christ’s outpouring 
of love. Let us carry the crosses we bear into this prayer, asking that we 
too will know the power and freedom of the Resurrection.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 5 or 13, or 
Prayer over the People 13 or 17.
Catechesis and Communication: Announce the Mass schedule for Labor Day 
and encourage Mass attendance. Some proper Mass texts for Labor Day are among 
the weekday Masses in WLP worship resources.
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Initiation: If the parish has had people inquiring about the faith for a period of 
time and if these folks are ready to celebrate either the Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumens (for the unbaptized—RCIA 41–74), The Rite of Welcoming 
the Candidates (for the already baptized but uncatechized—RCIA 411–433), or the 
rite in its combined form (RCIA 507–529), this would be a wonderfully appropriate 
Sunday for this celebration. Since the rites focus heavily on the cross and following 
in the footsteps of Christ, the scriptures for today are most appropriate.
If one of these initiation rites is celebrated, care should be taken in the way the rite 
is adapted in the parish. Is the signing of the senses done in a perfunctory manner? 
If the signing is done in the body of the church, why not position the catechumens 
and/or candidates in the aisles of the church with the sponsors? In this way, the 
community is drawn into the celebration, rather than acting as spectators of an event 
that happens “up there” with “those people.”

Homily Helps
• Keep in mind that Jesus is walking the road to Jerusalem as he speaks to the 
crowd in the Gospel passage we hear today. As he tells them that those who fol-
low him must be prepared to carry their own cross, he himself is heading toward 
the day when he will literally be carrying his own cross. Jesus does not carry a 
cross to free us from the burden of ever having to do so ourselves. He does not 
save us from suffering. But by carrying his own cross, he shares in our suffering.
• How can Jesus, who speaks so eloquently about love, and teaches us that love 
of God and love of neighbor are a distillation of the entire law, say today that 
we should hate our family and even our own life? This language may reflect a 
Semitic idiom that refers to primary loyalty. In this context “hate” means whoever 
is not one’s primary choice, one’s primary love. It also helps to keep the words 
from Wisdom in mind: “Who can conceive what the LORD intends?” (9:13). We 
must trust in the One whose mind is greater than what we can conceive. May 
we find guidance from the Holy Spirit, who as Wisdom says, comes to us from 
on high with God’s wisdom.
• Today we hear Saint Paul’s letter to Philemon, a fellow Christian, about his 
former slave, Onesimus. Onesimus has escaped. After speaking with Paul, who 
is ironically in prison himself, he converted to Christianity. Perhaps the most 
remarkable aspect of this letter is not that he insists Philemon welcome him 
back, but also that he entrusts this request to Onesimus himself, who could have 
destroyed this brief letter and run in the opposite direction. After all, he could 
have been executed if he were apprehended. It is also significant that Paul trusts 
that Philemon will voluntarily forgive and free Onesimus. Paul enables both 
Onesimus and Philemon to face their own moral choice, trusting that each will 
choose to act according to their newfound faith, allowing them both to experi-
ence a conversion of heart firsthand.

Question of the Week
How strong is my commitment to being a disciple? What am I willing to give up 
and what am I willing to accept?

Calendar
 5 Mon. Labor Day (U.S. and Canada)
 8 Thu. Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 9 Fri.  Memorial of St. Peter Claver
 10 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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September 11, 2022 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
In today’s Gospel we hear the Pharisees disparage Jesus for welcoming 
sinners and eating with them. Jesus turns their criticism on its head by 
telling them three parables that show how much joy God finds in one 
repentant sinner. We sinners are welcomed to this banquet today where 
Jesus provides himself as the meal to share. Let us approach the altar 
with repentant hearts, thankful for God’s constant mercy.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you came to call us into the loving compassion of your 
Father: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you gathered sinners to yourself and showed them the 
way to salvation: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you gather us in this sacred house of prayer to shower us 
with mercy and forgiveness: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #132
Exodus 32:7–11, 13–14 The people worship a golden calf, 
 and God loses all patience with them.
Psalm 51 “I will rise and go to my father.”
1 Timothy 1:12–17 Paul, once the worst of sinners, 
 is an example of Jesus’ forbearance.
Luke 15:1–32 or When the lost are found, even the angels rejoice. 
15:1–10

Again and again today we hear examples of those who turn away 
from the Lord, who wander away or become lost: the Chosen People 
in the desert, Saul of Tarsus himself, a wayward sheep, a lost coin, the 
prodigal son. We see them all lost. But none are ever truly lost because 
God will always search for them, rescue them, and welcome them back 
into the fold. With repentant hearts, let us recall those times when we 
were lost and felt the embrace of God’s mercy.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, each of us, at one point or another along our journey of 
faith, feels lost in our own sinfulness. You undoubtedly have experienced 
these moments. How wonderful it is to hear parables like the ones we 
heard today, for through them we discover that God is always ready to 
call us back when we are lost. Not only that, but we are told that God 
rejoices when we return from our sinful ways into God’s loving em-
brace. Find comfort and encouragement in these saving words, which 
now become the focus of your reflection. We eagerly anticipate the day 
when you will remain here with us to celebrate at the eucharistic table. 
Assured of our prayers, now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
God is especially attentive to those in need, so with great confidence 
we address the Lord with our needs and the needs of our sisters and 
brothers.

For the Church, that we may be a model of mercy and forgive-
ness for all of us sinners, providing witness to God’s love for 
a sinner who repents, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have been given authority to enact, enforce, or 
apply the law, that they may be guided by the ideals of justice 
and mercy in carrying out their work, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who perished in the attacks of September 11, 2001, 
and for all those who continue to suffer from that event, that 
they may find comfort in the support of loved ones and in the 
loving embrace of our God, let us pray to the Lord.
For grandparents here and around the world, that they may 
know the love and appreciation of their children and grand-
children, let us pray to the Lord.
For those with estranged family members or friends who have 
fallen away, that they may be ever ready to welcome them back 
into their lives, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Merciful God, 
grant us the grace to trust 
that you will never give up on us 
no matter how much we turn away, 
no matter how far we wander. 
Hear us in your mercy 
and grant the prayers we make 
through your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Just as tax collectors and sinners gathered around Jesus, so too do we 
gather around this sacred altar, awaiting the miracle of the transforma-
tion of these simple gifts. For this we offer the great prayer of endless 
thanksgiving.
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time or one of the Eucharistic Prayers 
for Reconciliation. Solemn Blessing 11 or Prayer over the People 4.
Catechesis and Communication: Unless the scrutiny rites were celebrated at 
Mass, we heard the parable of the prodigal son this past Lent, and so the optional 
short form of the Gospel today omits it. This has to be almost everyone’s favorite 
parable, and like other favorite stories, many people enjoy hearing it told and 
retold. The parable seems a key (and unique) part of Luke’s Gospel, which we are 
uncovering this year Sunday by Sunday during Ordinary Time.
Liturgy and Life: Today marks the twenty-first anniversary of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001. Pastoral Patterns always includes a “Service of Prayer for 
Peace.” See page 69. Consider preparing a service for peace this evening.

Homily Helps
• Jesus appears to have failed Sheepherding 101. Leaving ninety-nine sheep in 
the desert while trying to find one other is extremely reckless. At best, a shepherd 
would lead the ninety-nine back home and search for the lost one only once the 
others were secured. But Jesus is not your typical shepherd. His concern is with 
the one who is lost, with the one who needs him. And if he comes back with the 
lost one and finds only ninety-eight, you can bet that he will leave the herd again 
to search for the one who wandered away. And so on until no more are lost.
• The Good Shepherd looks quite foolish, pursuing a single lost sheep, not 
knowing what would happen. On 9/11, hundreds of first responders rushed 
into the burning buildings to rescue those in danger. It may have looked foolish 
to an observer, putting your own life in danger in a desperate attempt to save 
total strangers. But this was their calling. Jesus came into this world as our Savior 
and is now on the road to Jerusalem, getting closer and closer to the mortal 
danger of his cross. He is doing this for individual people he does not know, for 
sinners, for people who “deserve” his actions no more than the lost sheep. Yet 
he does not waver from his calling.
• Though it looks foolish to struggle under the weight of a cross, or to run into 
danger for the sake of a stranger, or to pursue a lost soul across heaven and 
earth, we are challenged to do so by the one who accepted a sentence of death 
in order to rescue a world of sinful people for no other reason than that they 
were lost and they needed him.

Question of the Week
Who is lost and needs me? Am I willing to help to the point of looking foolish?

Calendar
 11 Sun. Patriot Day 

  Grandparents Day
 12 Mon. Optional Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Mary
 13 Tue. Memorial of St. John Chrysostom
 14 Wed. Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
 15 Thu. Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
 16 Fri.  Memorial of Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian 

  Independence Day (Mexico)
 17 Sat. Optional Memorial of St. Robert Bellarmine 

  Optional Memorial of St. Hildegard of Bingen 
  Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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September 18, 2022 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Jesus teaches his disciples an important lesson about wealth in today’s 
Gospel. In the parable he tells them, the clever steward is applauded 
for finding a way to maintain his wealth despite losing his job. But this 
kind of wealth is not what is truly important, for true wealth is found 
in God. We cannot allow money (mammon) to be our master. Today, 
on Catechetical Sunday, let us be reminded that Jesus, our Teacher, 
continually teaches us the way to eternal dwellings.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you call sinners into your all-embracing love and compas-
sion: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you gave yourself as a ransom for all: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to eternal happiness in heaven:  
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #135
Amos 8:4–7 God cannot forget the sin of those who cheat the poor.
Psalm 113 “Praise the Lord, who lifts up the poor.”
1 Timothy 2:1–8 Pray for everyone, not just your own.
Luke 16:1–13 You cannot be the servant of God 
or 16:10–13 and the servant of money.

Our readings today challenge how we regard wealth and poverty. First 
we hear the prophet Amos strongly condemn those who build wealth 
by cheating the poor. The psalmist declares that the Lord rescues those 
who are poor. Saint Paul reminds us of the wealth we have in the Lord. 
In the Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that they cannot serve both God 
and mammon. As we listen to God’s word, let us reflect on what we 
consider true wealth.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
My friends, you have come to understand that preparing for reception 
of the initiation sacraments means much more than passing academic 
course requirements. The real course requirement is nothing less than 
embracing a new way of life—a life consonant with the gospel of Christ. 
Today you have heard words that offer a great challenge, but, when 
embraced, will lead to the kind of peace this world cannot possibly of-
fer. Ponder these words now and be assured of our prayerful support, 
for we are all on this same journey together. We await the day when 
you will remain here and be fed with the Body and Blood of the Lord. 
Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Saint Paul asked Timothy that his prayers and petitions be offered for 
everyone. We follow Paul’s counsel today, making our prayers and 
petitions for all God’s children.

For the Church, that we may recognize the value of true wealth, 
and may be generous in sharing what we have with those in 
need, let us pray to the Lord.
For all who exercise authority, that they may be honest and 
trustworthy in handling the matters that are entrusted to them, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer in poverty, and all who struggle to make 
ends meet, that they may be lifted up by the Lord, who looks 
with favor on all those in need, let us pray to the Lord.
For catechists and all who teach the faith to others, that they 
may know the value of their efforts as they instill and deepen 
a love of the Lord in those they teach, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have chosen to serve material wealth over serv-
ing God, that they may realize the true worth of those things  
that cannot be calculated in dollars and cents, let us pray to 
the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Gracious God, 
you guide us in the responsible use 
of the wealth of your creation. 
Grant us the grace to share your goodness 
with those most in need 
as you hear all our prayers 
through our Teacher and Savior, Christ the Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
It was Saint Paul’s wish that in every place God’s people lift up their 
holy hands in prayer and praise. Let us offer this prayer, giving thanks 
for all God’s gifts.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface III or V of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 13 or 
Prayer over the People 4.
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Catechesis and Communication: Today is Catechetical Sunday. A resource 
packet is available from the Publishing Office of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, 800 235-8722 or usccbpublishing.org. The “Order for the Bless-
ing of Those Appointed as Catechists” appears in Chapter 4 and the “Order for the 
Blessing of Students and Teachers” appears in Chapter 5 of the Book of Blessings.

Homily Helps
• Amos rains strong and specific condemnations down on those who cheat 
the poor and needy in today’s first reading. Unscrupulous merchants resented 
the laws that prevented making money on the sabbath or the day of the new 
moon, cheated customers by measuring amounts to their advantage (an ephah 
is approximately a bushel and a shekel was used to measure weight), and put 
the poor and lowly into debt over basic necessities. In his day or ours, look at 
who controls the machinery of commerce. Greedy, dishonest businesspersons 
can manipulate the instruments of wealth to their advantage, while the poor and 
desperate lack the power to demand fair treatment.
• We live in a society that considers the accumulation of material wealth to be 
a worthy goal. Even if we’re not greedy, we want to be able to provide for our 
families and for ourselves and free ourselves from the worry of being unable to 
pay the bills. In trying to serve both God and mammon, are we becoming more 
concerned about earning more money and improving our standard of living than 
in building up our spiritual wealth and growing closer to God? This is Jesus’ 
question to us. Will we recognize where our true wealth lies, the wealth that 
God gives freely to all, and reorganize our priorities in this light?
• The parable Jesus tells in today’s Gospel is a curious one, whose lessons are 
not as obvious as, say, the parables of the good Samaritan or the prodigal 
son. Perhaps one lesson is that material wealth can be used in a prudent way 
to provide for those in need. The dishonest, self-centered steward used his posi-
tion prudently to ensure he could maintain his comfortable lifestyle after losing 
his job. As unselfish stewards of all God’s gifts, we can take what we have 
and prudently use it to serve others. Then, when our material wealth fails, as 
all material goods eventually will, we can hope to be “welcomed into eternal 
dwellings” (Luke 16:9).

Question of the Week
How can I be a prudent steward of the wealth God has blessed me with? Where 
do I regard my “true wealth” (Luke 16:11)?

Calendar
 18 Sun. Catechetical Sunday
 19 Mon. Optional Memorial of St. Januarius
 20 Tue. Memorial of Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, 

   and Companions
    National Migration Week begins
 21 Wed. Feast of St. Matthew 

  International Day of Peace
 22 Thu. Autumn begins
 23 Fri.  Memorial of St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)
 24 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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September 25, 2022 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Too late! While he was alive, the rich man in today’s Gospel ignored 
the beggar Lazarus at his gate. Now he suffers in torment. In death a 
great chasm separates him from paradise, an expanse he can never 
cross. It is too late for this man who spent his life taking care of himself 
and ignoring those in need. But it is not too late for us. No matter our 
age, we can change our attitudes and behavior. As the seasons change 
around us, let us consider the possibility of change within us.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the light that leads us out of the darkness of sin:  
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the risen one who destroys the power of sin and 
Satan: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to everlasting life: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #138
Amos 6:1a, 4–7 Woe to the complacent rich!
Psalm 146 “Praise the Lord, my soul!”
1 Timothy 6:11–16 Seek after virtues with lasting value.
Luke 16:19–31 There once was a rich man, 
 and at his gate lay the beggar Lazarus.

Amos condemns the people of Zion in today’s first reading, for they  
relax in complacency and self-absorption while their country is col-
lapsing. In the Gospel, Jesus condemns the rich man to an eternity in 
torment after he spent his life in luxury while ignoring the beggar at  
his gate. Whom do we ignore while enjoying the comfort of our own 
lives? As we listen to God’s word, let us look at our own life from the 
point of view of someone like Lazarus. How would someone like him 
see us?

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, as you continue to pattern your life on the gospel of Christ, 
you have undoubtedly been challenged to the core. Today’s readings 
are about as demanding as the scriptures get. Know that we are with 
you in prayerful support as you go forth to reflect on these words. We 
anticipate the day when you will remain here to be nourished at the 
table of the Eucharist. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
The rich man in the Gospel ignored the needs of his brother on his 
doorstep and was condemned to everlasting torment. Recognizing the 
needs of our brothers and sisters around the world, we turn to God, 
who, as Saint Paul tells us, gives life to all.

For the Church, that we may be instruments of God’s love and 
mercy, sharing what we have with all those in need, hastening 
the day when none of God’s children will live in poverty, let 
us pray to the Lord.
For leaders of nations, that they may be moved by the plight of 
those who live on the margins of society and work for economic 
and social justice for all, let us pray to the Lord.
For our Jewish sisters and brothers as they begin a new year, 
that this new year may bring blessings and peace, let us pray 
to the Lord.
For migrants and refugees, who like Lazarus are in desperate 
need of food, health, safety, and support: may they—unlike 
Lazarus—receive compassion and assistance from people and 
nations with the means to help, let us pray to the Lord.
For priests here at home and around the world, that they may be 
blessed in their service to God’s people, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Generous God, 
the world and all that is in it 
you have given to us for our use. 
Grant us the grace to share what we have with those in need 
as you grant these prayers for all your children 
through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
God gathers us, rich and poor alike, around this holy altar. As we lift 
up our hearts in this great prayer of thanksgiving, let us be mindful of 
those who hunger and thirst for justice and peace.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 11 or Prayer 
over the People 4, 10, or 17.
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Catechesis and Communication: Some parishes employ the weekend closest 
to the Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul to give an annual report detailing the suc-
cesses and challenges of the parish’s various programs of outreach.
Initiation: Consider inviting members of your parish’s St. Vincent de Paul Society (or 
other charity and justice ministries) to speak with your catechumens and candidates 
about the Church’s outreach to the poor. Perhaps this may be a welcome opportunity 
to have the catechumens and candidates sign up for a justice project themselves.

Homily Helps
• We are hearing from Amos on back-to-back Sundays, which is most unusual, 
as he is considered a “minor prophet.” One of the earliest prophets, he preached 
in the Northern Kingdom of Israel as the prosperity of an earlier age led his 
people to stray from the covenant. The moral failure of the people can be seen 
in the way the well-off ignore the outcasts, the oppressed, and the powerless. 
Amos repeatedly warns the people that if they continue to ignore the economic 
and social injustices of their nation, divine judgment will rain down upon them: 
“Woe to the complacent in Zion!” (6:1). Complacency is a temptation for us 
today as well. Many of us are rather well insulated from poverty, violence, famine, 
and curable disease. But such is not the case in developing countries, in inner 
cities, or even in pockets of our own hometowns. Are these not our brothers and 
sisters? Do we choose not to see them?
• The rich man in the Gospel chose not to see Lazarus. But he knew he was 
there. He even knew his name. But during his life, he chose to remind blind to 
his needs, not even dumping the scraps from his table outside his gate for him 
to eat. Perhaps this would be an acknowledgment that he could do something 
to ease his suffering. To inoculate himself from guilt he chose to ignore him, to 
pretend there was nothing he could do. Even now, do we assume there is noth-
ing we can do to help the masses of Lazaruses at our gates?
• At the end of Jesus’ parable, Abraham dismisses the rich man’s pleas to send 
the deceased Lazarus to warn his brothers, saying that “neither will they be 
persuaded if someone should rise from the dead” (Luke 16:31). As Luke knew 
when he wrote his Gospel, now someone had risen from the dead. Nearly two 
thousand years later, does Jesus’ resurrection persuade us to end our complacency 
and give compassion and mercy to those in need?

Question of the Week
Who is the “Lazarus” at my gate? What can I do for them this week?

Calendar
 25 Sun. Priesthood Sunday 

  World Day of Migrants and Refugees
 26 Mon. Optional Memorial of Ss. Cosmas and Damian 

  Rosh Hashanah 5783
 27 Tue. Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul
 28 Wed. Optional Memorial of St. Wenceslaus 

  Optional Memorial of St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions
 29 Thu. Feast of Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael
 30 Fri.  Memorial of St. Jerome

 Oct. 1 Sat. Memorial of St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
  First Saturday
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October 2, 2022 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Often we feel that our faith is weak, unable to overcome all our doubts 
or give us the confidence to face our trials. Jesus’ closest friends, his 
apostles, may have felt the same way, as today we hear them ask him 
to increase their faith. Jesus responds by issuing them a challenge, tell-
ing them that even a small amount of faith has the power to do great 
things. Let us accept that challenge today, recognizing that our faith, 
however uncertain, has brought us here in the first place to worship 
the Lord and celebrate the Eucharist.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, yours is the voice that speaks peace: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, yours is the heart that radiates love: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, yours is the light that dispels darkness: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #141
Habakkuk 1:2–3; 2:2–4 How long, Lord, will you make me witness misery?
Psalm 95 “If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14 Guard the rich deposit of faith you were given.
Luke 17:5–10 When you have done everything for the kingdom, 
 do more.

Habakkuk, living in a time of strife and violence in his nation, cries out 
to God, “I cry for help but you do not listen!” How many of us have 
felt the same way? God appeals to Habakkuk to have faith, assuring 
him that faith gives hope and life to the just one. Paul tells Timothy that 
faith and love can be found in Christ Jesus. In the Gospel, Jesus tells 
his disciples how even a little faith can enable them to work wonders. 
May God’s word strengthen our faith and give us the courage to trust 
in the Lord.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, our words of encouragement to you today come from the 
second reading, where Saint Paul writes to his beloved Timothy: “Take 
as your norm the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus.” Know of our prayerful support as you 
go forth to ponder the sound words you have heard today. Be mindful 
of our eagerness to share one day with you the gifts of the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Our faith, which allows us to do things we can hardly imagine, assures 
us that the Lord hears our prayers. Therefore, with great confidence  
we bring our needs and the needs of our sisters and brothers before 
the Lord.

For the Church, that our faith may inspire us to work for jus-
tice, to serve those in need, and to care for God’s creation, even 
when the problems seem impossible to uproot and impervious 
to change, let us pray to the Lord.
For civil authorities here and around the world, that they may 
work toward creating a society that respects and protects life 
from conception to natural death, let us pray to the Lord.
For all who live in the midst of violence and strife, that God 
may protect them and give them hope, let us pray to the Lord.
For our Jewish brothers and sisters, as they observe Yom Kip-
pur, the Day of Atonement, this week, let us pray to the Lord.
That our parish may be a model of faith, inspiring us all to put 
our trust in God, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of peace, 
grant us the faith to trust in you 
in the midst of discord and destruction. 
Help us promote the values of peace and life instead. 
Hear this and all the prayers we make 
through your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
The faith implanted in each one of us at the moment of our Baptism 
enables us to give voice to this great prayer of thanksgiving. Mindful 
of the tremendous gift that the Eucharist is for the world, we lift our 
voices in praise.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 11 or Prayer 
over the People 13.
Context: Today is Respect Life Sunday, sponsored by the Bishops’ Committee for 
Pro-Life Activities. The observance emphasizes concern for all human life, especially 
that of the unborn, the elderly, persons with disabilities, the terminally ill, and oth-
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ers whose lives are easily threatened. The United States Catholic Bishops have an 
excellent information page on their website: usccb.org/prolife.
Initiation: Catechumens and candidates in the parish’s initiation process should 
be formed in the Church’s stance of respect for life. Initiation leaders would do well 
to connect them with the parish’s Respect Life leaders.
Catechesis and Communication: The Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi is cel-
ebrated on Tuesday of this week and is a customary day to bless animals. WLP’s 
Prayer Services for Parish Life includes an order for the Blessing of Pets. This book 
includes a CD-ROM containing the leader’s texts as well as downloadable worship 
sheets for the assembly. Contact WLP’s Customer Service Department at 800 GIA-
1358 (442-1358) or visit our website at giamusic.com for more information.

Homily Helps
• Ah, the mustard seed. This is not the first time Jesus compares something to a 
mustard seed. Earlier on the road to Jerusalem he compared the kingdom of God 
to a tiny mustard seed, able to produce a huge bush that can provide a home 
for a flock of birds. Now he compares it to faith, saying that faith as small and 
undeveloped as the seed itself can be powerful enough to do great things. Like 
mustard seeds, God’s gifts may appear small and insignificant, but with God’s 
grace they can blossom and grow and flower into something great and powerful.
• The mulberry tree is notoriously difficult to uproot, as it has an extensive root 
system. Yet Jesus tells his disciples that faith the size of a tiny mustard seed can 
do it. Indeed, faith has an extensive root system as well. Our faith is planted 
in us in baptism. It takes root deep within us, is fertilized and nurtured by oth-
ers—probably our parents, perhaps other family members, teachers, mentors, 
peers—and grows and grows for many years. We may feel that our faith is 
weak, threatened by doubt, but in fact it is rooted more deeply than any tree.
• What does our faith lead us to do? It is no coincidence that when Jesus is 
asked about faith, he speaks not of its size but of its power. With faith of any 
size we have the power to do great things. Not only do we have that power, 
we have the responsibility to use that power to do great things. Faith demands 
action. We see the problems and injustices and conflicts of the world through 
the lens of faith and are called to uproot them. Others may say it is too difficult, 
too hopeless, or that it requires someone much more powerful. But we have the 
power of faith. We can each be the one that uses that power to bring hope, 
bring justice, bring peace.

Question of the Week
What injustice, conflict, or problem does faith give me the power to address? 
How can I put my faith into action?

Calendar
 2 Sun. Respect Life Sunday
 4 Tue. Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi
 5 Wed. Optional Memorial of St. Faustina Kowalska 

  Optional Memorial of Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos 
  Yom Kippur

 6 Thu. Optional Memorial of St. Bruno 
  Optional Memorial of Bl. Marie Rose Durocher

 7 Fri.  Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
  First Friday

 8 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary

October 2, 2022



36

October 9, 2022 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
We come together today to give praise and glory to God in a spirit of 
gratitude. We are grateful to God for the gift of faith that blossoms 
within us and for God’s healing presence in each one of us and in the 
world, which makes us whole again. During the pandemic there have 
been times when collectively or individually we have not been able 
to gather together. We are especially grateful whenever we can do so 
once again. Let us maintain our gratitude for God’s blessings always.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you were raised from the dead to destroy death and restore 
life: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the source of healing and peace: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to bring us strength and 
hope: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #144
2 Kings 5:14–17 The foreigner Naaman humbles himself 
 and receives God’s healing.
Psalm 98 “The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.”
2 Timothy 2:8–13 If, like Christ, we hold out even to death, 
 we will reign with Christ.
Luke 17:11–19 Ten lepers show faith in obeying the Lord, 
 but in thankfulness one goes a step farther— 
 straight into the kingdom of God.

Today we are introduced to two special people. Both have leprosy, but 
this is not what makes them special. Both are cured by the Lord, but 
still, this is not what makes them noteworthy. No, what makes them 
special is that both go out of their way to return to the one who cured 
them and give thanks. God’s healing touch has changed their outward 
condition, but their grateful response is a sign of the change within, a 
mark of their true faith.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, on your journey of faith, you have often experienced the 
presence of Christ. Today’s readings encourage us to pause along our 
journey and give thanks for those moments when God is revealed in 
many and surprising ways. As you go forth to reflect on God’s word, 
our prayer is that you will be formed into Christians whose hearts are 
filled with gratitude and praise. We eagerly await the day when you 
will remain here to offer the great prayer of thanksgiving with us and 
share in Christ’s Body and Blood. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
When ten outcasts cried out, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” Jesus 
did, curing them of their leprosy. We approach the Lord now in the 
same spirit of faith and with the same sense of need, asking for God’s 
kindness and mercy.

For the Church, that we may be ever grateful to God for all 
the gifts we have received, instilling in all people a spirit of 
thankfulness and appreciation, let us pray to the Lord.
That leaders from the largest nations to the smallest towns may 
pay special attention to those who struggle with acceptance in 
society, especially those who are disabled, homeless, or impris-
oned, let us pray to the Lord.
For Native Americans, that they may be treated with dignity and 
respect and that their histories and cultures may be treasured 
by our country, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer from physical or mental illness, that they 
may know our Lord’s healing presence in their lives, let us 
pray to the Lord.
That we may give witness to others of our constant gratitude 
to God for all the blessings we have received, let us pray to 
the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Loving God, 
like the leper from Samaria whom your Son healed, 
we give thanks to you for your many blessings. 
Hear the needs of your grateful people 
and respond with your kindness and mercy. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Mindful of the abundance of God’s generosity, let us lift up our hearts 
and voices in this great thanksgiving prayer.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface I or III of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 11 or 
Prayer over the People 9.
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Catechesis and Communication: The eight-day Jewish festival of Sukkot begins 
Sunday evening. Sukkot (singular, sukkah) are rickety shacks set up in the fields. 
Harvesters live in them while “bringing in the sheaves.” Elaborately ornamented 
sukkot built in back yards became symbols of one of the richest and most wonderful 
of the Jewish festivals.

Homily Helps
• Unfortunately, we do not hear today the lead-up to Naaman’s cleansing, which 
reveals the many people who helped to see that this foreign general was healed. 
It begins with his wife’s servant, who told her mistress about Elisha the prophet, 
who then told her husband. Next, it was the Aramean king who wrote to the 
king of Israel to ask the favor on behalf of his general. When Elisha instructed 
Naaman to wash in the Jordan seven times, Naaman’s servants had to talk him 
into following Elisha’s instructions, which he felt were a waste of time. Without 
the help and encouragement of servants and kings, foreign and Israelite, Naa-
man would not have been cured. In our own lives, we give thanks to God for 
the blessings we’ve received, but also to those who encourage and support us 
in our time of need.
• Last week we heard the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith. Jesus told 
them that even faith the size of a mustard seed could uproot a tree and plant it 
in the sea. Today we hear Jesus tell the leper who returned to give thanks, “Your 
faith has saved you” (Luke 17:19). Because of their leprosy, these ten lepers had 
to be “rooted” outside the village, far from the synagogue, unable to worship 
communally. The faith of the ten lepers, who called Jesus “Master,” was enough 
to lead to their physical healing—at least as dramatic as uprooting a tree—but 
the spontaneous gratitude of the Samaritan leper, who prostrated himself to Jesus 
and thanked him, has brought him salvation, effectively replanting him not only 
back in the community, but also in the kingdom of God.
• Saint Paul tells Timothy that he is in chains, imprisoned for the sake of the 
gospel. The lepers were held captive in a different way, excluded from the village 
due to their leprosy. At the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus said he was sent 
“to proclaim liberty to captives” (Luke 4:18). In today’s Gospel, Jesus literally 
proclaimed liberty to the leper who returned. Paul, despite being imprisoned, 
testifies that he will reign with Christ in the end. All of us are held captive to sin, 
but Jesus proclaims liberty to us as well, offering salvation from our sins.

Question of the Week
What sins are holding me captive? How do I show my gratitude to God and to 
others for their forgiveness?

Calendar
 10 Mon. Columbus Day (observed) 

  Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
  Thanksgiving Day (Canada) 
  Sukkot (sundown Oct. 9–sundown Oct. 16)

 11 Tue. Optional Memorial of St. John XXIII
 14 Fri.  Optional Memorial of St. Callistus I
 15 Sat. Memorial of St. Teresa of Jesus 

  Sweetest Day
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October 16, 2022 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
The Holy Spirit draws our community to this place each Sunday, where 
we encounter Christ in the word of God, in the Eucharist, and in each 
other. This weekly celebration of the Mass is the center of the Church’s 
life, and it renews and strengthens us in our faith and our mission. 
Nourished by Christ’s body and this gathering of the body of Christ, 
may we go forth and give witness to our faith.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the King of kings: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the source of holiness: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the way to God’s eternal kingdom: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #147
Exodus 17:8–13 As long as Moses kept his hands raised up, 
 Israel had the better of the fight.
Psalm 121 “Our help is from the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth.”
2 Timothy 3:14—4:2 The scriptures train you to stay with the task.
Luke 18:1–8 Be persistent in prayer, 
 especially in the pursuit of justice.

Persistence is the word of the day today, as each reading teaches the 
importance of persistence in carrying out God’s will. In Exodus, Moses 
must persist in raising his arms and holding the staff of God in order 
for Joshua to defeat the enemy in battle. Paul instructs Timothy to be 
persistent even when it’s inconvenient. Jesus’ parable features a widow 
who successfully influences a dishonest judge to render a just verdict 
because of her persistence. May God’s word inspire us to persist in 
doing what is right without giving up.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Friends, along your journey of discipleship you have undoubtedly 
been tempted to give up. Today’s readings call us to be persistent on 
our faith journey, even when we are faced with great difficulties. We 
pledge our prayerful support that you will grow in patient persistence, 
and we ask that you keep us in prayer as we strive to remain on the 
road to conversion. Know how eager we are to share with you one 
day at the table of the Eucharist. With hearts renewed by God’s word, 
now go in peace. 
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Prayer of the Faithful
Jesus taught his disciples the importance of persistence in prayer, the 
value of calling out to God day and night with our needs. Let us take 
this opportunity to bring our needs before the Lord.

For the Church, that we may pray without becoming weary 
and support each other so that we remain steady in our pursuit 
of justice and holiness, let us pray to the Lord.
For judges, attorneys, and all who work in the justice system, 
that they may be persistent in pursuing justice and applying 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord.
For an end to violence and the threat of violence in our neigh-
borhoods and our world, let us pray to the Lord.
That, as Paul asked of Timothy, we may look to scripture for 
teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righ-
teousness, so that we may be equipped for every good work, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are undergoing a crisis in their faith or a time 
of doubt, that the collective witness we give to our faith may 
sustain them and reassure them despite doubt or despair, let 
us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Heavenly Lord, 
you watched over Moses as he invoked your power 
and led Joshua to triumph. 
We ask that you watch over us in our struggles 
and listen to our pleas 
as we seek always to find a home in your kingdom, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Justice comes to those who pray persistently. Each week we offer this 
great thanksgiving, praying for transformation, reconciliation, and 
justice. Let us once again lift up our hearts in a prayer of endless praise.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface V or VII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Preface II of the Saints 
calls to mind the imagery of perseverance in today’s readings. Solemn Blessing 13 
or Prayer over the People 11.
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Homily Helps
• The first reading gives us the wonderful image of Moses standing on the top 
of a hill holding his staff while Aaron and Hur, one on either side, support his 
arms and hands until the sun sets so that Moses does not have to lower his 
staff. On his own, Moses does not have the strength and endurance to sustain 
the necessary pose. Not only did Moses need to appeal to God for help, he 
needed the support of others, of his community. We may feel unable to sustain 
the persistence to continue to fight for justice, especially when we consider the 
number of people like the widow in the Gospel who do not appear to be in a 
position to fight effectively for it themselves, but we do not have to do it alone. 
The support from our community of faith can help sustain us.
• Prayer, whether short or lengthy, whether rote or extemporaneous, is what 
keeps us connected to God. It is no accident that Jesus spends a lot of time pray-
ing to the Father. Not only did Jesus teach his disciples how to pray, he showed 
them that he prayed, and prayed often. It connected him to the Father, and if 
he needed to make that connection often, how much more important is it for us? 
Persistent prayer will see to it that justice is done for us and God’s chosen ones. 
Persistent prayer helps us to understand and accept God’s will. Persistent prayer 
ensures that there will still indeed be faith on earth when the Son of Man comes.
• In this era of instant gratification, when we expect to get what we want im-
mediately, whether it’s ordering something online or getting likes on a tweet, 
patience is a difficult virtue to exercise. Jesus says that God will “see to it that 
justice is done for them speedily” (Luke 18:8). But “speedily” in what sense? 
In the very next sentence, Jesus talks about his second coming. The disciples 
expected that he would return before they died. But two thousand years later 
we still wait. So whose sense of “speed” is this? The answer is that God’s time 
is not our time. If we judge by the expectations of our schedule, we will become 
impatient in a hurry. We must accept that God’s time demands our patience, 
and consequently our persistence.

Question of the Week
For what do I feel I am praying in vain? Can I find the will to pray for it per-
sistently? Meanwhile, how can I be part of God’s answer to someone else’s 
persistent prayer?

Calendar
 16 Sun. Last Day of Sukkot
 17 Mon. Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

  National Boss’s Day 
  International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

 18 Tue. Feast of St. Luke
 19 Wed. Memorial of Ss. John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, 

   and Companions
 20 Thu. Optional Memorial of St. Paul of the Cross
 22 Sat. Optional Memorial of St. John Paul II 

  Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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October 23, 2022 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
We gather together today in the presence of God and neighbor to wor-
ship God and to receive the Lord in the Eucharist. In today’s Gospel 
we hear Jesus tell us that those who exalt themselves will be humbled 
and that those who humble themselves will be exalted. Our presence 
here testifies that we are humbled before God, acknowledging that 
ultimately we are dependent upon God for all that we have and all 
that we achieve. Let us take this opportunity to thank God for all the 
blessings we have received.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the everlasting sign of reconciliation: 
Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you listen to the prayers of the poor and needy: 
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the source of salvation for all the world: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #150
Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18 The God of justice knows no favorites.
Psalm 34 “The Lord hears the cry of the poor.”
2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 I have competed well, I have finished the race.
Luke 18:9–14 “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”

God is attuned to the prayers of the poor and lowly, of those who suffer, 
of those who are repentant. Their need for God’s mercy draws God’s 
response. Sirach echoes the psalmist, who plainly states that the Lord 
hears the cry of the poor. Paul, persecuted and imprisoned for his work, 
is confident of God’s help. Jesus tells us that God exalts the remorseful 
sinner who humbly asks for God’s mercy. Let us listen to God’s word, 
aware of our sinfulness and needfulness.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, in your formation as disciples, you have discovered the 
wonders of God’s love and the magnitude of God’s reconciling embrace. 
Pray that you will be like the tax collector in today’s Gospel—someone 
always willing to admit your own sinfulness before God. When you do 
so, you are always a receptive vessel for God’s immense love. Ponder 
the message of today’s readings as you go forth now to be nurtured by 
God’s word. Know of our eagerness to share one day with you at the 
table of the holy Eucharist. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
We heard that God hears the cry of the oppressed, the orphan, the widow, 
the poor, the lowly, the one who serves God faithfully. Acknowledging 
our own poverty and sinfulness, we petition God for justice and mercy.

For the Church, on World Mission Sunday, that we may always 
seek to carry on the Lord’s mission, bringing joy to the poor, 
peace to the troubled, hope to the lowly, and the good news of 
redemption to all, let us pray to the Lord.
For missionaries the world over, that they may be kept safe 
from harm and the threat of persecution as they follow in the 
footsteps of the first disciples, let us pray to the Lord.
For a bountiful harvest from farms and orchards and vineyards, 
that the fruit of their fields may feed plenty and that the laborers 
in their fields may be well rewarded, let us pray to the Lord.
For the widowed and the orphaned, that they may be cared 
for by loved ones and enjoy the companionship of family and 
friends, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are finishing the race and have kept the faith, 
that their longing for the Lord’s appearance and the crown of 
righteousness may be satisfied, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Merciful God, 
watch over us all— 
the lowly and the proud, 
the weak and the strong— 
showering your mercy on all your people. 
Hear this and all our prayers, 
through your Son and our Savior, 
Jesus Christ the Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Like Saint Paul, we long for the appearance of the Lord. We offer this 
prayer in the expectant joy that the Lord will come to us in this holy 
exchange of gifts.
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII or VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 13 or 
Prayer over the People 4.
Catechesis and Communication: World Mission Sunday is a Church celebra-
tion on which funds are collected to be distributed by the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith. Materials are available from the National Office, The Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, 70 West 36th Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10018; 
212 563-8700. The society has an informative website, filled with useful information 
about the Church’s missionary efforts worldwide: propfaith.net.
Initiation: Are there religious congregations in your area whose charisms include 
missionary work? Consider inviting a missionary to a session with your catechumens 
and candidates.

Homily Helps
• Last week we heard Jesus speak of a widow who persisted in her quest to 
obtain justice from a dishonest judge. Sirach mentions a widow with a complaint 
today, but ironically, the next verse is not included in this reading: “Do not the 
tears that stream down her cheek cry out against him that causes them to fall?” 
(Sirach 35:15). She could be faced with a dilemma similar to the widow in Jesus’ 
parable. God hears the cry of the victims of injustice. God sees their tears. God 
understands their pleas for deliverance from those who are making them suffer. 
As the psalmist says, God rescues the just when they are in distress. The cry of 
the poor is the cry of those in need. Because they are needy, they are persistent. 
Because they are in need, they ask humbly.
• Both the Pharisee and the tax collector are sinners, as are we all. But only one 
presents himself before God honestly. The Pharisee, who “spoke this prayer to 
himself” (Luke 18:11) and about himself, trumpets his fasting and almsgiving 
without addressing his self-pride and his scorn for others. Ironically, he is probably 
right about the dishonesty of the tax collector. But before God, the tax collector 
is brutally honest, and repentant as well. The Pharisee, acting as though he is 
good as is and needs nothing from God, gets nothing. The tax collector, admit-
ting his need for God’s mercy, is heard.
• The Lord hears the cry of the poor, but it is not only those in material poverty 
whose cries are heard. The tax collector was probably well off, as he was likely 
earning income from both the government and from the people he cheated. 
However, he was poor in spirit, in need of God’s munificent mercy. Jesus for 
our sake also became poor, but in another sense. God chose to become poor to 
share in our humanity, to suffer with us, to accompany us as we carry our own 
crosses. God heard all these cries, because all of them came to God in humility, 
acutely aware of their dependence upon God.

Question of the Week
How do I see myself dependent upon God? Do I pray humbly, recognizing my 
dependence on God?

Calendar
 23 Sun. World Mission Sunday
 24 Mon. Optional Memorial of St. Anthony Mary Claret 

  United Nations Day
 28 Fri.  Feast of Ss. Simon and Jude
 29 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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October 30, 2022 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
In today’s Gospel, Zacchaeus has to climb a tree in order to see Jesus. 
We likely had it much easier to come here today to encounter our Lord. 
We don’t have to go up a tree; we experience Jesus’ presence right here 
and right now in the company of other believers, in the hearing of God’s 
word, and in the Eucharist itself. At the end of the Gospel, Jesus tells 
the repentant Zacchaeus that salvation has come to his house. May the 
Lord’s mercy bring salvation to this house as well.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you came to seek and to save what was lost: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of 
kindness: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you bring salvation to those who place their trust in you: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #153
Wisdom 11:22—12:2 The Lord has mercy on all.
Psalm 145 “I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.”
2 Thessalonians May the name of Christ be glorified in you and you in him. 
1:11—2:2
Luke 19:1–10 Jesus came to seek and save what was lost.

Today’s first reading begins with the wonderful image of the whole 
universe in God’s eyes being like a single drop of morning dew upon 
the earth. The author of Wisdom goes on to extol the LORD’s mercy, 
which descends upon us all, cleansing and refreshing us much as the 
morning dew does to all living things. We hear Saint Paul’s words of 
reassurance to the early Christian community in Thessalonica. In the 
Gospel, Zacchaeus climbs a tree in order to see Jesus on his way to Je-
rusalem. May God’s word renew and refresh us like the morning dew!

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Friends, we have feasted at the table of God’s word—a word that brings 
us mercy and love. Be inspired by today’s Gospel. May the story of 
Zacchaeus reach deep into your hearts. Whenever you feel lost on your 
journey of conversion, be assured of God’s abundant mercy, which 
reaches out to seek and save the lost. As you go forth now to ponder 
these words, remember that we are praying for you and looking for-
ward to the day when you will remain with us to feast at the table of 
the Eucharist. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
God loves all life because God created all life, so we are confident God 
hears us as we pray on behalf of the lives of all.

For the Church, that we may share Zacchaeus’s enthusiasm for 
the opportunity to encounter Jesus and may respond with joy 
as we encounter him in the least of our brothers and sisters, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For those in authority, that they may respect the dignity of life 
from conception to natural death as they formulate laws and 
policies and make judgments regarding those laws and poli-
cies, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may imitate God’s mercy when responding to those 
who have done wrong, from our loved ones to those serving 
serious sentences in prison, so that they may have the oppor-
tunity to repent and restore their bond with the community, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are not able to be here due to their health or to 
disabilities, and for those who bring the Eucharist to them, 
that God may bless them through their encounter, let us pray 
to the Lord.
That we may welcome with open arms those whose curiosity 
about Jesus and about our faith brings them to this place, let 
us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of love and mercy, 
you created all things out of love 
and stand willing to forgive all things out of mercy. 
Hear us as we cry out to you 
and grant our needs 
and the needs of our sisters and brothers 
according to your divine will, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Like Zacchaeus, our hearts long for the presence of Christ, who comes 
to seek and save the lost. In the hope of salvation, let us lift up our 
hearts in this great prayer of thanksgiving.
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII or VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 11.
Catechesis and Communication: If a parish doesn’t know its dedication an-
niversary or if the anniversary falls at an in appropriate time for celebration (such as 
Lent), the Sunday before All Saints Day may be observed every year as the solemnity 
of the anniversary of the dedication (General Norms for the Liturgical Year and Cal-
endar, 3818). Use the prayer texts for the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church.
Liturgy and Life: The Solemnity of All Saints is celebrated on Tuesday. After a 
month-long blitz in preparation for Halloween, something’s decidedly off-kilter if All 
Saints and All Souls are anything but vibrant days of celebration in the parish and 
parish school. Perhaps the parish school and those entrusted with religious education 
can treat October as something other than a month-long observance of Halloween, 
which is what the card stores do but makes no sense in a Catholic school. Instead, 
energy (and some appropriate Halloween imagery) can go into the keeping of 
early November.
Remind the people that the clock “falls back” one hour next Saturday night.

Homily Helps
• In God’s eyes, the author of Wisdom says, the entire created universe is as 
a single grain, or a tiny drop of morning dew. A single speck of light in the 
night sky would seem to be a similar analogy. In the Gospel, Jesus refers to 
Zacchaeus as a descendant of Abraham, bringing to mind God’s promise to 
Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky. 
Zacchaeus, a corrupt tax collector, a collaborator with the Roman government, 
a known sinner, is one of those stars. Overlooked, if not scorned, he too is part 
of the innumerable points of light in the night sky, shining forth with the light of 
God’s mercy. As God loves all creation, what we may overlook as insignificant 
is never unimportant to God.
• Luke tells us that Jesus “intended to pass through the town” of Jericho, implying 
that Jericho itself was an insignificant town on the way to Jerusalem, his ultimate 
destination (19:1). But when he sees Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree, he doesn’t 
just stop, he stays. Here is a lost sheep like the one the Good Shepherd pursued 
in the desert. Here is a penitent thief—not long before Jesus would meet another 
on the cross—promising to repay all that he had taken from anyone. Here is one 
of God’s children, a sinner, anxious to see Jesus, responding to Jesus with joy, 
and immediately expressing his contrition. Jesus encountered exactly the kind of 
person he came to save and so he found himself right at home.
• Sometimes our ability to see the Lord is blocked and we struggle through life, 
losing our way, unaware that mercy and forgiveness are within reach. We are 
called to approach Jesus with humility and repentance, like Zacchaeus, or the 
tax collector in the temple in Jesus’ parable last Sunday. We have this opportunity 
today. Jesus is here today, here in this house of sinners, here to bring the good 
news of salvation, for “today salvation has come to this house . . . for the Son of 
Man has come to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:9–10).

Question of the Week
If I were in Zacchaeus’s shoes and Jesus was coming to my home while others 
called me a sinner, what wrongs would I pledge to make right? What bold 
promises would I make?
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Calendar
 31 Mon. Halloween

 Nov. 1 Tue. Solemnity of All Saints 
   (Holy Day of Obligation)

 2 Wed. Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)
 3 Thu. Optional Memorial of St. Martin de Porres
 4 Fri.  Memorial of St. Charles Borromeo 

  First Friday
 5 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

  First Saturday
 6 Sun. Daylight Saving Time ends: Set clocks back 1 hour

November 1, 2022 
Solemnity of All Saints
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Today we honor the saints, all the men and women who have gone 
before us in faith and whom we believe are eternally in the company 
of the Lord. The Church has named over ten thousand saints, people 
whose faith led them to give exemplary witness during their lives, but 
we believe many more people—some whom we have known—are also 
in heaven in the Lord’s presence. As we celebrate the Eucharist today, let 
us honor all those whose lives of witness to the cross of Christ continue 
to inspire us as we grow as disciples of the Lord.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the way to eternal life: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the delight of the saints: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb who alone is worthy of praise: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #667
Revelation 7:2–4, 9–14 Dressed in white, bearing palm branches, 
 the saints rejoice in the heavenly liturgy.
Psalm 24 “Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.”
1 John 3:1–3 We shall be like God.
Matthew 5:1–12a Jesus unfolds the blueprint of the kingdom.

The Gospel we hear on this special day is Matthew’s account of the 
Beatitudes. Those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who 
are meek, those who are persecuted—those whom our society would 
label as unfortunate or even pitiable—Jesus calls blessed and promises 
the kingdom of heaven. They make up the great multitude in John’s 
vision in Revelation, standing before the throne of God, washed clean 
by Christ’s sacrifice. May this lesson and this vision inspire us as we 
consider the blessings we’ve received from God.
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Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, this Solemnity of All Saints is dear to the hearts of the 
faithful, for it gives us a glimpse of God’s promise of eternal life for all 
who put their hope in the Lord. As you continue to be built up into the 
Body of Christ, pattern your life on the Beatitudes, which were pro-
claimed in today’s Gospel. Now we send you forth and look forward 
to the day when you will join us in prayer, with the angels and saints, 
around the eucharistic table. Now go in peace.

Prayer of the Faithful
God’s love for us allows us to be called children of God, so as God’s 
children we call upon God to hear our needs.

For the Church, that we may see God’s face in our sisters and 
brothers in need and respond to them with love and kindness, 
longing for the day when we will see the face of God forever, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For leaders of nations, that they may work consistently toward 
that day when peace and justice will envelop the world and ev-
eryone in it in their comforting embrace, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, that they 
may be sustained in their struggle and realize its profound 
value, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who suffer from mental or emotional trauma, for 
those who have been persecuted physically or psychologically, 
that they may know God’s mercy in the care and compassion 
of doctors and counselors, let us pray to the Lord.
For all of us, that with God’s grace we may live lives of holiness 
on our journey to the Cross, providing witness to the gospel to 
all whom we encounter, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of love and mercy, 
your Son taught us how to live our lives. 
Bless us as we show mercy, as we act meekly, 
as we hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
Grant these and all our prayers, 
which we make through the intercession of all the saints, 
and in the name of Jesus, 
our Lord for ever and ever.
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Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Gathered around this holy table, we look forward to a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet. With expectant hearts, joyfully waiting for Christ’s 
coming, we offer this prayer of thanksgiving.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface of All Saints. Solemn Blessing 18 or Prayer over the People 27.
Context: November 1 is the greatest day on the Church’s autumn calendar, and a 
festival day deserves full celebration not only in splendid liturgy but in other ways, 
including holiday gatherings, special meals, dancing, and other celebration.
Sign and Symbol: All the usual materials associated with Thanksgiving—gourds 
and pumpkins and sheaves of grain—are perfect throughout November, not just 
at Thanksgiving. 
Preparation: Today and tomorrow are especially fitting days to schedule parish 
Evening Prayer. There’s much in the mood of these days that seems best experienced 
in darkness.

Homily Helps
• This passage from Matthew comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, at the 
start of his very first discourse to the crowds, the famed Sermon on the Mount. 
There is a reason why he leads off with this lesson. Jesus immediately turns his 
audience’s perspective around. Prosperity and public esteem had always been 
thought of as signs of God’s favor. But now Jesus tells his disciples that it is the 
poor, the meek, the maligned, and the persecuted who are blessed by God. 
Over the course of the next three years Jesus will tell them about carrying their 
crosses, serving the least among them, being generous with mercy, and caring 
for those who are unlike us. But he readies his disciples for these lessons by 
teaching them that God blesses those whom society chooses to neglect.
• From the Beatitudes flow our mission to spread the gospel. It is our mission to 
help transform the lives of those who are poor, sorrowful, persecuted, or troubled. 
This is what the saints have done, charting a path for us all. Here and now we 
are the ones who are called to show mercy, to comfort, to make peace, to give 
of ourselves, to keep the faith.
• Twice among all the “blesseds” Jesus speaks of the kingdom of heaven. At both 
times he uses the present tense, rather than the future tense, as he does for every 
other Beatitude. Indeed, the only time in Matthew’s Gospel that he preached 
before this was to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (4:17). 
Then he also used the present tense, for in his own mission and sacrifice, he 
embodies the kingdom of heaven. The reward for the poor in spirit, the reward 
for those persecuted for the sake of righteousness, the reward for all those who 
repent, is right at hand, in the Lord, who remains always with us.

Question of the Day
How do I see the kingdom as being already at hand? How can I assist in Jesus’ 
mission to bring the kingdom of heaven to our world?
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November 2, 2022 
Commemoration of All the Faithful  
Departed (All Souls’ Day)
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
We come together today to remember all who have died, particularly 
our deceased loved ones whom we mourn, whose memory we honor, 
and whose lives we value. We pray for them, trusting in God’s mercy 
and in Jesus’ promise that he is the resurrection and the life. Taking 
confidence in our faith that at the time of death our lives change but do 
not end, we regard those who have passed away as alive in the Lord, 
able to share in his ultimate victory over death.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, savior of the nations, you are the resurrection and the life:  
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, feeder of souls, you are the living bread come down from 
heaven: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, fountain of salvation, you will raise us up on the last day:  
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #668
On this day the readings and psalm are chosen from the Masses for the Dead (Lect. 
1011–1016), or the options given at Lect. 668.
The following are suggested from among the many options:
Wisdom 3:1–9 (1) No torment shall touch the souls of the just.
Psalm 23 (1) ”The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”
Romans 5:5–11 (1) Justified by his blood, we will be saved 
 through Christ from the wrath.
John 6:37–40 (8) Everyone who believes in the Son will have eternal life.

Our hearts are heavy today with the grief that accompanies the loss of 
our loved ones. We mourn those who have died, consoled by recalling 
that Jesus said that blessed are we who mourn, for we will be comforted. 
Indeed, God’s word abounds with lessons that give us comfort, give us 
hope, give us peace. Death is not the end, but the first step in a transition 
to the everlasting life we were promised in baptism, where we hope to 
live forever in the pure joy of God’s presence.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, on this day of solemn remembrance, held dear by the 
Church for centuries, we send you forth to reflect more deeply on the 
scriptures we have shared together. We look forward to the day when 
your voices will join ours, when together with the angels and saints, 
we will lift up our hearts at the eucharistic table. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
God consoles us in our grief and gives us hope in our despair. Let us 
turn now to the source of our consolation with our needs.

For the Church, that we may console each other as we mourn 
those who have died, let us pray to the Lord.
That hope may overcome fear, so that we may eventually find 
joy in our memories of the loved ones we have lost, assured 
that those who have died in Christ are in their eternal home 
with God, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are terminally ill, and for their families and all 
who care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
For all those who bring comfort, understanding, and peace to 
the bereaved—grief counselors and funeral directors, social 
workers and parish ministers—that they may be sustained in 
their vital ministry, let us pray to the Lord.
That this day of the dead may be a time of special closeness and 
sweet remembrance of our loved ones, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of life, 
though for a time we are separated from those who have died, 
we know that in your Son we find life forever. 
Grant the prayers we make today, 
grant forgiveness to the loved ones we have lost, 
and grant mercy to us 
so that in the fullness of time 
we may enjoy eternal life with them in your presence forever, 
through your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
On this day of remembrance, we do what the Lord Jesus commanded: 
we take bread and wine and offer our prayer of thanksgiving. Here, at 
this sacred altar, we catch just a glimpse of the heavenly banquet. It is 
here that we are most closely united with those who have gone before 
us. For this immense gift, we offer this prayer of thanksgiving.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: There are five prefaces for the dead, and while the first is most often used, 
on All Souls’ Day the fourth also seems fitting. Other texts: Solemn Blessing 20 or 
Prayer over the People 1.
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Propose the honored custom of visiting cemeteries this day (and throughout the 
month) and of praying for the departed. An Order for Visiting a Cemetery on All 
Souls’ Day appears in Chapter 57 of the Book of Blessings.
Sign and Symbol: Many parishes have developed ritual actions to honor the 
memories of the dead during the service for All Souls. The names of parishioners 
who have died in the last year are solemnly proclaimed. As the name is announced, 
a family member or friend is invited to come forward, light a candle from the pas-
chal candle, and place the candle in a shrine set up for this purpose. As part of the 
shrine, an enthroned book in which are inscribed the names of the dead would be 
appropriate. At the conclusion of this ritual action, the lights will glow and stand as 
a reminder of the communion of saints around the throne of God. 
In many Mexican-American communities, All Souls’ Day is traditionally kept as the 
“Day of the Dead.” Families visit the graves of their loved ones, decorating the grave 
site with flowers and candles. The celebration may include a picnic at the cemetery 
and social interaction with others gathered for the commemoration. The deceased’s 
favorite food and drink is often shared by family members.
Liturgy and Life: All Souls’ Day reminds us of the importance of caring for the 
bereaved. In one parish, cards are sent to loved ones at the one-month, six-month, 
and one-year anniversaries of the death. The cards include an expression of comfort 
for the grieving, as well as the phone number for the parish bereavement support 
group. Can personal invitations to the All Souls’ Day Mass be mailed to the loved 
ones of those parishioners who have died in the past year? Your Morn Shall Rise is a 
collection of music and prayers for consolation and can be ordered by calling WLP’s 
Customer Service Department at 800 GIA-1358 (442-1358). WLP also publishes 
prayer cards for the time of death and a special remembrance card.

Homily Helps
• The Church consists of the people of God. The people of God are not just the 
people around us in this particular building; they are all the people connected 
to us by a common faith across the distance of time and space. It includes all 
those who are baptized whether they are living in your town or clear across the 
planet. But it also includes all those who have gone before us in faith. It includes 
those whom we recognize as saints in heaven, whom we honored yesterday, 
those who we know in our hearts are now in the presence of the Lord, and those 
who are undergoing the purification that prepares them for spending eternity 
in the divine presence. The Church, the people of God, is larger than we can 
imagine. As members, we are forever connected with them all.
• We remember our loved ones in a special way today, but let us not forget 
a most special loved one who is at the center of everything we do here: Jesus 
Christ. Whenever we celebrate the Eucharist, we do so in remembrance of him, 
for he gave himself as a sacrifice so that we may live eternally with God. Our 
faith lives are built around remembrances. We remember when we listen to God’s 
word, hearing stories of our forebears in faith. We remember when we recall 
that first Eucharist, in which Jesus commanded, “Do this in memory of me” (Luke 
22:19). We remember too our own faith histories and all who have died who 
brought us to where we are today.
• We are all God’s children, and God loves us all as parents love their own 
children. Who could dare stand at the gates of heaven and prevent God from 
welcoming any of those children home?

Question of the Day
For whom do I pray today? How can I better appreciate the connection I still 
have with them?
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November 6, 2022 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
As days grow shorter, leaves fall from trees, and the last of the year’s 
crops are harvested, the Church calls to mind those who have died and 
of Jesus’ promise of eternal life. Earlier this week we honored the saints 
on All Saints Day and remembered our beloved dead on All Souls Day. 
Today we hear Jesus affirm the resurrection of the dead when faced 
with a group of religious authorities who refuse to accept it. May our 
faith in Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, give us hope during 
these dark days.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the Lord of life: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the sign of everlasting hope for those who seek 
you: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, yours is the way that leads to salvation: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #156
2 Maccabees 7:1–2, God will raise us to live again forever. 
9–14
Psalm 17 “Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full.”
2 Thessalonians May the Lord encourage your hearts. 
2:16—3:5
Luke 20:27–38 In God there is no death. 
or 20:27, 34–38

The selections from scripture that we hear today portray people whose 
faith in eternal life with the Lord gives them confidence during times 
of trial. In Maccabees, seven brothers and their mother were arrested 
and tortured for their faith. Saint Paul is pursued by wicked people 
who will do anything to stop him from preaching. Jesus is in Jerusalem 
now, where soon he will be arrested and sentenced to death. But the 
dead will rise, Jesus tells the Sadducees, for the Lord is God of the liv-
ing. May this give us hope as well.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, today we echo the words of Saint Paul to the Thessalo-
nians and pray that your hearts will be encouraged and strengthened 
as you continue your journey of faith and conversion. As you go forth 
from this place to reflect on God’s word, always remember that our 
prayers remain with you. We anticipate the day when you will stay 
here with us and share in the Body and Blood of the Lord at the table 
of the Eucharist. Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Let us call to mind our needs and the needs of our sisters and brothers, 
knowing that our Lord is the God of the living.

For the Church, that our faith in the Resurrection may console 
those facing death, give hope to the baptized, and provide 
powerful witness to the world, let us pray to the Lord.
That those elected or reelected to public office this week may 
serve the people of our country with integrity and may work 
to make the world a better place through their service, let us 
pray to the Lord.
For those who despair at the failings of their leaders in govern-
ment, that they may be renewed in faith and determination 
to overcome those disappointments, let us pray to the Lord.
For an increase in vocations to the ordained and religious life, 
that more men and women may realize the call from the Holy 
Spirit to dedicate their lives to serve the people of God, let us 
pray to the Lord.
That our faith community may provide consolation and sup-
port to all those who mourn the loss of one of their loved ones, 
giving witness to Jesus’ promise that the dead will rise, let us 
pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of life, 
we trust that all your children are alive in you, 
comforted in your eternal presence. 
Hear our fervent prayers 
and give us the courage and strength 
to witness to your love 
as you grant our needs, spoken and unspoken, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Today’s liturgy places before us a vision of the glories of Resurrection 
Day. Jesus tells us that our friendships and our family ties will be trans-
figured in heaven, so that all are bound together in a love that even 
death will not part. Around this sacred altar, in the presence of Christ, 
we share a sweet foretaste of that day.
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Any of the prefaces of the dead, especially IV, seem appropriate today, as 
does Common Preface VI. Solemn Blessing 20 or Prayer over the People 1.
Catechesis and Communication: Today begins National Vocation Awareness 
Week. Contact your diocesan vocations office for materials to promote vocations.
Friday, the “eleventh day of the eleventh month,” was chosen for the armistice that 
ended the Great War in 1918. Most European nations as well as Canada observe 
the day as a “Memorial Day” for those killed in war, an extension of All Souls’ Day, 
very much within the Catholic keeping of November.

Homily Helps
• The mother and sons in the first reading died for their faith. We are unlikely 
to face a trial that costs us our lives, but our faith can call us to sacrifice parts of 
our lives. Remember all the challenges that Jesus gave his disciples. They had to 
leave all their possessions behind to follow him. They were told they must carry 
their crosses. They were told that serving Jesus meant serving the least of their 
brothers and sisters. If we are to be true disciples, doing these things is a way 
we express our faith. It is easier to do whatever we please, avoiding hardships 
ourselves and ignoring the hardships of others. But our consciences call us to 
die to sin, to die to self-centeredness, to die to taking the easy way out, and to 
live for the promise of the Resurrection.
• We ask God to strengthen our faith so that we, like the seven brothers and 
their mother, like Paul, like Jesus, do not fear death. Our faith tells us that death 
is not the end. That faith allows us to live courageously in the face of suffering 
and despair.
• The seven brothers in the first reading and the seven brothers in the Gospel 
have something in common: they all appeared to have died in vain. The Mac-
cabean brothers were killed one after another, never able to get married, to 
have children, or to grow old. The brothers in the question of the Sadducees 
died in short succession, each unable to produce descendants for his elder broth-
ers. Even today we think of our name and our family line living on through our 
offspring. But we do not truly live on through anything or anyone we produce. 
We live on because God, Jesus tells us, “is not God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing, for to him all are alive” (Luke 20:38). We do not live on because we are 
forever held in the world’s memory. We live on because we are forever held in 
God’s infinite memory.

Question of the Week
To what must I die in order to fully live in the way God calls me?

Calendar
 6 Sun. National Vocation Awareness Week begins (November 6–12) 

  Daylight Saving Time ends: Set clocks back 1 hour
 8 Tue. Election Day
 9 Wed. Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
 10 Thu. Memorial of St. Leo the Great
 11 Fri.  Memorial of St. Martin of Tours 

  Veterans Day 
  Remembrance Day (Canada)

 12 Sat. Memorial of St. Josaphat
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November 13, 2022 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Our readings today are truly frightening, for they look ahead to the end 
of the world and the second coming of our Lord. Everything that the 
human race has achieved will come crashing down. Natural disasters 
and violent conflicts will erupt. The faithful will be persecuted, but will 
be vindicated in the end. While evildoers will be punished in the last 
days, the faithful will not be harmed. May this give us confidence as 
we look forward to an uncertain future.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you are the sun of justice: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the everlasting sign of peace and reconciliation:  
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to salvation for the just: 
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #159
Malachi 3:19–20a Lo, the sun of justice will rise!
Psalm 98 “The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.”
2 Thessalonians 3:7–12 Instead of keeping busy, 
 some are minding the business of others.
Luke 21:5–19 When will the end of the world arrive?

The prophet Malachi sets the tone for today’s readings with his warn-
ing that one day the LORD will destroy all evildoers. Paul addresses 
the problem that some people, anticipating the end of the world, have 
stopped working and have become a burden. Jesus speaks of the perse-
cution that awaits. But all three also give hope to those who are faithful, 
assuring them that they will not be harmed. As we listen to today’s 
readings, let us consider how we can work to increase the number of 
those who will receive the Son’s healing rays.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Friends, today’s readings offer a grim picture of the future for those who 
are without faith. You have chosen to embrace the cross of Christ, and 
in so doing have opted for the path that leads to everlasting life with 
God. As you go forth to reflect on the power of today’s scriptures, keep 
your eyes fixed on the coming of the Lord at the end of time. Know 
of our prayerful support and our eagerness to share with you at the 
banquet table of the Eucharist. Now go in peace. 
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Prayer of the Faithful
Jesus taught his disciples that even when they are persecuted, not a 
hair on their heads will be destroyed. Trusting in God, who protects 
the threatened and consoles the suffering, we call to mind the needs 
of the world.

For the Church, that we may be faithful to our mission to bring 
Christ to others as a sign of justice in times of persecution and 
hope in times of despair, let us pray to the Lord.
That leaders around the world may respond wisely to the signs 
of danger to the earth’s climate by working together to prevent 
greater death and destruction, let us pray to the Lord.
For all those who are incarcerated, both guilty and innocent, 
especially those on death row, that they may find mercy and 
peace during their time in prison, let us pray to the Lord.
That as winter approaches, those who are homeless or who 
are unable to afford warm clothes or shelter may be protected 
from the debilitating cold, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are unable to join in the Eucharist in person, 
that they may realize their connection to all the faithful who 
come together to give thanks to God, let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

God of justice and mercy, 
lead us safely through trials and tribulations 
as we work to bring your reign to the whole world. 
Hear the prayers we offer to you today 
and grant them according to your will, 
through your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
One day, when the Lord comes to judge the living and the dead, we will 
stand around the table of the heavenly banquet. Until that day, we offer 
a continual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving around this holy table.
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Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface VII or VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time. Solemn Blessing 12 or 
13 or Prayer over the People 1.

Homily Helps
• “The day is coming,” Malachi prophesied (3:19). “The days will come,” Jesus 
warned (Luke 21:6). Sometimes it feels like the days they anticipated are right 
around the corner. A pandemic, political and civil unrest, global warming, natural 
disasters—a warning that the end of the world has arrived doesn’t seem so far-
fetched. Yet it wouldn’t have been a surprise a year ago either . . . or at various 
other points over the last few years. So when we hear someone say, “The time 
has come,” recall Jesus’ words of wisdom: “Do not follow them!” (21:8). There 
will always be those who will exploit fear for their own ends, who will vilify 
whoever opposes them, who will try to divide us from each other, and who will 
insist that they alone know the truth. Do not follow them! No, we know whom we 
can trust and always follow. And, as the one who is the way and the truth and 
the life assured us, “By your perseverance you will secure your lives” (21:19).
• Did Jesus foresee the actual destruction of the temple, which occurred just a 
few decades later when the Roman army recaptured the city of Jerusalem? Or 
did he simply realize that nothing built by humans was destined to last forever? 
Indeed, the kind of time Jesus speaks of here is kairos, not chronos. The signs 
will come at a decisive moment in time (kairos), not in sequence during a stretch 
of chronological time (chronos). We should not be thinking of the end as a time 
that’s approaching like the stroke of midnight. It is a time that comes when it 
comes: inevitably, yes, but unpredictably, like a thief in the night.
• So what do we do? Shrivel up in despair, afraid to act? Loaf like those in the 
second reading, blaming the futility of building anything that will last? No, we 
are called to act with urgency, persevering in the mission of a disciple, working 
to bring the reign of God to fruition in our imperfect world.

Question of the Week
Can I take the urgency of not knowing when the end times will come for me or 
for the world and channel it to do something good? What practical thing can I 
do this week to help carry out Jesus’ mission?

Calendar
 15 Tue. Optional Memorial of St. Albert the Great
 16 Wed. Optional Memorial of St. Margaret of Scotland 

  Optional Memorial of St. Gertrude
 17 Thu. Memorial of St. Elizabeth of Hungary
 18 Fri.  Optional Memorial of the Dedication of the Basilicas 

   of Ss. Peter and Paul 
  Optional Memorial of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne

 19 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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November 20, 2022 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Today we acknowledge that while leaders of nations in this world come 
and go, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is ruler over all people both now 
and forever. The idea to celebrate this feast was born out of a growing 
nationalism and secularism one hundred years ago. The world had 
just lived through the horrors of four years of war unprecedented in its 
spread over the whole world. This led to Pope Pius XI instituting this 
feast in 1925. Today we recognize Christ’s preeminence and pray for the 
day when peace and goodwill forever overcome war and aggression.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you reconciled the world to yourself through the blood of 
the cross: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, your kingdom lasts forever: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the Messiah, our King and our God:  
Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word #162
2 Samuel 5:1–3 The shepherd David is anointed king.
Psalm 122 “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.”
Colossians 1:12–20 God has made us worthy to share 
 the lot of the saints in light.
Luke 23:35–43 “Jesus, remember me 
 when you come into your kingdom.”

In the first reading we hear of the moment when David, supported by 
all the tribes of Israel, was anointed king. Paul praises Jesus as head of 
the church and firstborn of the dead, ruler over the heavenly kingdom. 
Luke tells us that as Jesus hung on the cross he promised a place in 
heaven to the penitent thief. As we listen to God’s word, let us pray 
that Jesus remembers us as well in his heavenly kingdom.

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, today serves as an example of the kind of kingship that 
belonged to the Lord Jesus. Instead of an earthly throne, his cross was 
his throne. Instead of an earthly crown of gold and jewels, his was a 
crown of thorns. As we all seek to imitate Christ in his sufferings so  
as to share in his resurrection, we ask God for strength. As you go  
forth to reflect on the word of God shared today, remember our love 
for you, as well as our pledge of prayerful support. Remember too 
our eagerness to share with you one day at the table of the Eucharist. 
Now go in peace.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Let us call upon our King and our God to answer our needs and the 
needs of all people around the world.

For Pope Francis and all the bishops, that they may look to Christ 
the King as they guide us, the body of Christ, to our ultimate 
destiny in the heavenly kingdom, let us pray to the Lord.
For leaders of nations, that they may appreciate the transitory 
nature of their power and may approach their position with 
humility and grace, let us pray to the Lord.
That all people may continually work for greater justice in this 
country and around the world, especially for those who are 
oppressed by unjust leaders or subject to systemic injustice, 
let us pray to the Lord.
For an end to the death penalty, so that all those in prison may 
always have the opportunity for repentance and redemption, 
let us pray to the Lord.
That those who are seeking the Lord may find him reflected 
in the kindness and mercy shown by our community of faith, 
let us pray to the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Merciful God, 
your Son forgave the repentant criminal 
as both hung on a cross to die. 
Give us the grace to choose to repent for our wrongs 
and forgive those who have wronged us. 
We ask that you hear this and all our prayers 
through your Son and our King, Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
Saint Paul urges us to give thanks to God, who has made us fit to share 
in the inheritance of the saints. At this table we join our hearts with 
the angels and saints in an endless prayer of praise and thanksgiving 
to Jesus Christ our King.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface of Christ the King. Solemn Blessing 9 or 10, or Prayer over the 
People 13 or 27.
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Context: Most solemnities are focused on biblical events. In contrast, “Christ the 
King” is focused on an idea. The original motivation for the feast was to celebrate 
the dominion of Christ that transcends national boundaries and that makes war a 
sacrilege against Christ’s body. Today as at its inception, war and terrorism torment 
many areas of the world. On this solemnity, we pray for these nations, and we pray 
for victims of acts of terror and of war.
Sign and Symbol: The worship environment from All Saints to Thanksgiving should 
look mostly the same. After all, Christ the King serves up the same imagery for our 
delight as All Saints. Notice that Advent continues our preoccupation with the “last 
things.” Advent is the final “movement” in the Church’s autumn.
Catechesis and Communication: The collection for the Campaign for Human 
Development is usually taken up on the Solemnity of Christ the King. Visit usccb.
org/cchd.
Thursday is Thanksgiving Day. Announce the parish’s worship schedule for the 
holiday. Also announce any ecumenical worship services in the area.
Liturgy and Life: Today we end our year-long, Sunday-by-Sunday hearing of 
Luke’s Gospel. Luke has called us to examine our lives to determine whether or not 
we are living as true disciples. We’ve heard about the brevity of life, about the need 
for discipline and humility and also for hospitality and enterprise. Almost all of our 
values have been called into question. Wealth and power can ruin our chances for 
entering the kingdom. So can indecisiveness. Also at the forefront of Luke’s Gospel 
are the need for prayer and the power of the Spirit. This is a Gospel that begins 
with shepherds receiving the good news directly from heaven. It ends with a thief 
being welcomed by Jesus into paradise. 

Homily Helps
• Before the elders of Israel anointed David king, they presented themselves to 
him, saying, “Here we are, your bone and your flesh” (2 Samuel 5:1). They 
claimed kinship with him before giving him the kingship. Paul declares that all 
things, including all of us, were created in Christ and through Christ, which 
gives us kinship with him. He is our brother as well as our King. On the cross, 
Jesus declares a sort of kinship with the repentant thief, promising him that he 
will accompany him in heaven. In countries that recognize royalty, just being 
distantly related to the king can bring you a royal title and privileges. Since we 
are kin of our King, we too are royalty.
• When we first meet David he was tending sheep, overlooked since he was the 
youngest of Jesse’s sons. Jesus presented himself as the Good Shepherd, tending 
his own and rescuing the lost. On the cross he is still the shepherd, welcoming 
the lost sheep to his heavenly pasture.
• Three times those surrounding Jesus on the cross scoffed at this supposed king 
slowly dying the death of a criminal. The rulers, the soldiers, and one of the 
criminals each call upon him to save himself if he is so powerful. The criminal 
goes on to demand that he save him as well. None of these people can imagine 
anyone, especially a king, being so selfless that he wouldn’t do whatever he could 
to save his own life. They cannot understand the paradox of God being born 
into this world seemingly only to die an ignominious death. Only the criminal 
who recognizes Jesus’ innocence seeks not that his own life be saved, but rather 
life in a kingdom that the Messiah is willing to die for.

Question of the Week
Who can I forgive this week, imitating the Lord’s mercy, sowing the seeds of the 
kingdom, and bringing a sort of paradise to someone else’s heart?
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Calendar
 21 Mon. Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

  Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary Time begins
 22 Tue. Memorial of St. Cecilia
 23 Wed. Optional Memorial of St. Clement I 

  Optional Memorial of St. Columban 
  Optional Memorial of Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro

 24 Thu. Memorial of St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions 
  Thanksgiving Day

 25 Fri.  Optional Memorial of St. Catherine of Alexandria
 26 Sat. Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary

November 24, 2022 
Thanksgiving Day
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Gathered together with our loved ones on this special day, many of 
us will carry on the Thanksgiving tradition of going around the table 
and sharing what we are thankful for this year. Here and now let us 
think of how we are thankful to God. Gathered here around the Lord’s 
table, we bring to mind specific times when we felt the presence of the 
God who gifted us with life and love, with mercy and salvation, with 
goodness beyond our imagination. Let us respond in thanksgiving.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you fill the earth with your gifts from heaven: 
Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the Lord of the harvest: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, with open hands you provide for your people: 
Lord, have mercy.

Liturgy of the Word 
Today’s readings and psalm may be chosen from the Proper texts “In Thanksgiving” (Lect. 
943–947) or from the weekday Mass for Thursday in the last week in Ordinary Time 
(Lect. 506).
The following are suggested from among the many options:1 Kings 8:55–61 (943-1); 
Psalm 145 (945-4); 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (944-1); Luke 1:39–55 (947-4).

There are many choices of selections from scripture to read today, for 
in fact the entire Bible is a form of thanksgiving to God. Storytellers 
and prophets over the course of centuries gave thanks to God as they 
narrated the wonders that God had done, from creating the world and 
all that is in it, to choosing leaders like Moses and David, to leading the 
Chosen People to the promised land, to sending Jesus, the Son of God, 
to bring salvation. Let us be thankful people as well.

November 24, 2022



64

Dismissal of Catechumens (and Candidates)
Dear friends, on this day of thanks, we turn to you now and offer our 
thanks for your continued persistence on your journey of conversion. 
You inspire us with your dedication to your faith and you lift our spirits 
by your presence here among us. We send you forth now to reflect more 
deeply on the word we have shared today. We look forward to the day 
when you will share with us at the Lord’s table of the Eucharist. Now 
go in peace.

Prayer of the Faithful
On this day of giving thanks, we call to mind all those in need of God’s 
blessings, assured that our loving and generous God will hear us.

For the Church, that we may give thanks for God’s goodness 
by sharing our blessings with those most in need, let us pray 
to the Lord.
For our world, that we may work together to care for the health 
of our common home so that life will continue to flourish, to 
multiply, and to give glory to God for innumerable generations 
to come, let us pray to the Lord.
That all those who are served free Thanksgiving meals today 
will not be forgotten on the other 364 days of the year, let us 
pray to the Lord.
For those whose grief or anxiety make it difficult to give thanks, 
that they may experience God’s healing and compassion through 
the care and concern of others, let us pray to the Lord.
For the safety of all those who are traveling for Thanksgiving, 
that their presence may bring joy to the hearts of their families 
and friends, and for those who cannot travel, that they may 
know the presence of loved ones in their hearts, let us pray to 
the Lord.

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for 
all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord.

Generous God, 
we give you thanks today and always 
for all the good gifts you have blessed us with. 
Inspire us to show our gratitude 
by imitating your generosity. 
We ask this through your greatest gift of all, 
your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
The word “eucharist” means “to give thanks.” For the Church every 
Lord’s Day is a day of thanksgiving. By virtue of our Baptism it is our 
duty and our delight always and everywhere to give thanks and praise 
on behalf of the world.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface of Thanksgiving Day, although Preface V of the Sundays in Ordinary 
Time is also appropriate. Prayer over the People 5.
Liturgy and Life: As a sign of thankfulness for the blessings we have received, 
today’s preparation rite might include the gathering of money, food, and clothing 
for those in need.
Catechesis and Communication: Call attention to the prayers for this day in 
Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers. Chapter 58 in the Book of Blessings is a 
Blessing of Food for Thanksgiving Day. What is envisioned in the rite is that families 
bring some of the food for their meal for the blessing, as at Easter. At Mass the blessing 
takes place as part of the Prayer of the Faithful. Simply done, on the previous Sunday 
you can suggest that families bring a basket of bread for the Thanksgiving blessing.
Another idea is to invite people to bring a wrapped loaf of bread with them to the 
Thanksgiving Day Mass. The bread is placed in large baskets and placed in the 
sanctuary. Following the Prayer after Communion, the bread is blessed and distrib-
uted to those at Mass. People receive a loaf brought by someone else. Members of 
the parish are encouraged to share this bread at the Thanksgiving table, keeping 
in mind the people of the entire parish.

Homily Helps
• During a pandemic that has claimed millions of lives worldwide, many families 
are mourning their losses rather than counting their blessings. Who can blame 
these families for finding it difficult, if not impossible, to give thanks? It may help 
to keep in mind that Jesus did not come to end suffering. He came to share our 
suffering. By sharing our suffering then, to the extreme of being tortured and 
executed as a criminal, he shares our suffering now. God’s Son came to bring 
salvation to all, and so we give thanks for his promise of salvation and the as-
surance that when we suffer God is right there with us.
• Living our lives in a spirit of thanksgiving is a natural response to acknowledg-
ing our dependence on others. All our lives we are dependent on others, from 
those around us, to those who have gone before us, to those whose identity we 
will never know who have made our lives better. Ultimately, we are all dependent 
on God, so we give thanks always to God and others.
• When we think of the first Thanksgiving we picture Pilgrims and Native 
Americans sitting down to a shared supper of food they had recently harvested. 
That celebration from four hundred and one years ago was a way for the new 
settlers to give thanks to the people of the Wampanoag tribe for sustaining them 
through their first winter and helping them grow food in a foreign climate, as well 
as to give thanks to God for their bountiful harvest. From its origins it involved 
the generosity and the thankfulness of both those who had lived on this land all 
their lives and those who had newly arrived. We are called now to reach out 
to newcomers in our families, in our society, in our country, and welcome them 
in a spirit of thanksgiving to the blessings we have known here in our home.

Question of the Day
Who can I reach out to in a spirit of thanksgiving?

November 24, 2022
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Liturgy for Marriage
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
God’s Holy Spirit gathers us in joy this day to give witness to a great 
mystery. It is the mystery of a woman, (full name of bride), and a man, (full 
name of groom), who have been drawn together in love. That mystery, so 
Saint Paul tells us, offers us a genuine insight into the workings of God 
and the ways of heaven. Today also come together family and friends, 
colleagues and acquaintances, and even more than we can imagine; 
for in this holy house, in spirit the Church gathers—all the angels and 
saints, the dead, and even those yet to be born—so important and so 
wonderful is the mystery of God’s love.

Liturgy of the Word
Readings from the Ritual Mass for Marriage: 
Lectionary #801–805

Prayer of the Faithful
We turn to the Lord, who is ever-faithful and loving, and who hears 
us when we pray. Let us offer our petitions to God, saying: Lord, hear 
our prayer.

That all Christians may reflect Jesus’ love, and thus inspire 
their neighbors to a more generous life, we pray to the Lord.
That world and national leaders may promote what is neces-
sary for strong and stable family life in today’s society, we 
pray to the Lord.
That day by day N. and N. grow ever stronger in bonds of love 
and fidelity, we pray to the Lord.
That the marriage of N. and N. be a blessing for their families, 
their friends, and for all their neighbors, we pray to the Lord.
That this day of marriage may be filled with wonder and, in 
time, be a source of inspiring and happy moments, we pray 
to the Lord.
That God will assist all married couples and give them joy, we 
pray to the Lord.
That all of us gathered here will be filled with a spirit of love 
and respect, kindness and generosity, patience and forgiveness, 
we pray to the Lord.

Loving God, you are the author of marriage, 
and so we ask you to watch over all married couples, 
especially N. and N. 
May each day of married life bring them closer to you 
because of your continuing guidance and care. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Liturgy for Marriage
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Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer
We come together united by the Holy Spirit to offer thanks to God 
around this holy table. We give God praise especially for the love of N. 
and N., whose wedding this day joins all of us in Christ’s love, a love 
that will last always.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Prefaces I–III of Marriage. Three proper Solemn Blessings. Other appropriate 
texts: Prayer over the People 3, 7, or 17.
Of course, the norms for good liturgy and congregational participation apply to this 
liturgy. Ordinarily, the couple would share in the selection of readings, psalm, and 
other sung prayer. As in any liturgy, readers, cantors, and other liturgical ministers 
should be capable and trained for their role.
As the liturgy begins, encourage participation, especially in song. One form of par-
ticipation is prayerful witness. The congregation stands for the entrance procession.
The ritual Mass for Marriage (or any ritual Mass) is not permitted on days ranked as 
solemnities. Unless diocesan law states otherwise, on solemnities or the privileged 
feriae the Mass for the day may be used for a wedding, although one reading for 
marriage may be substituted for one of the day’s readings. On these Sundays and 
on solemnities that are days of obligation, the day’s readings and prayers must be 
used without substitution.
When marriage is celebrated outside of Mass, the nuptial blessing may become the 
presider’s concluding prayer of the Prayer of the Faithful.

Liturgy for Marriage
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Funeral Mass
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Greeting
My friends, in love and in sorrow we have come together to bury our 
sister/brother N. May the Father of mercies, the God of all consolation, 
be with you.

Liturgy of the Word
Readings from the Ritual Mass for the Dead: 
Lectionary #1011–1026

Prayer of the Faithful
My friends, on this holy day of sorrow and of remembrance, in peace, 
we pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

That the Church may be a comforting witness to Christ, our 
resurrection and our life, we pray to the Lord.
That those who are burdened by their loss may be blessed with 
courage, strength, and patience, we pray to the Lord.
That those who mourn the loss of N. may be embraced by 
consolation and peace, we pray to the Lord.
That N. and all who have died may be judged in mercy on the 
last day, and may all of us, the living and the dead, rise in glory 
and grace on that great day, we pray to the Lord.
For the prayers we hold in our hearts, united in the Holy Spirit 
with those of Mary the Mother of God, our patron N., and all 
the saints in light, we pray to the Lord.

Lord God of justice and mercy, hear our prayers. 
Give our beloved dead the reward of their labors 
and grant us your consolation in our loss. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Invitation to Prayer of the Final Commendation
My dearest friends, when Jesus died, his friends came together to anoint 
his body and to carry it to the place of burial. With reverent sorrow we 
too have come together to bury N. On the great and final day of the 
Lord, may N. be judged in mercy and his/her sins forgiven. May the 
Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, carry N. gently in his arms to the fields 
of paradise. May all of us be raised with Christ into glory.

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts from the Order of Christian Funerals may be used at all Masses for the Dead. 
Prefaces I–V for the Dead. Solemn Blessing 20, or Prayer over the People 1, 11, 
15, or 25.
Of course, the norms for good liturgy and congregational participation apply to 
this liturgy. The family may share in the selection of prayers, readings, psalm, and 
hymns. Liturgical ministers should be prepared for their tasks.
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It’s a wise parish that provides a full spectrum of ministries to assist the grieving. 
One ministry too often lacking is that of cantor or other music minister at the vigil 
(wake) in the funeral home or church itself. That liturgy also requires communal song 
and prepared ministers.
“Funeral Mass” is the correct title for the Mass celebrated prior to burial and is the 
proper term to use in death notices. The term “Mass of the Resurrection” should 
be reserved to refer only to Easter (Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy, April 1973, 
vol. 9, no. 4).

Service of Prayer for Peace
Hymn

Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
R/. Amen.
May abundant grace and the abiding peace of God be with you all. 
R/. And with your spirit.
Dear friends, we gather this day/night to bring our fears and concerns 
before God. In this time of strife, in this time when terror grips the hearts 
of many, we take the time to ask the God of peace to bring peace to this 
earth. As we listen to the living word of God, let us pray that peace 
will begin right here, in our hearts, within this holy place, and that the 
power of our prayer will help peace spread throughout the world. Let 
us now pause in silent prayer.

Opening Prayer
Let us pray. 
God of peace, 
in this time of turmoil, 
we turn to you with hearts longing for peace. 
As fear grips us, 
we ask for your blessed assurance. 
Keep us close to your Son, 
whose first Easter greeting was one of peace. 
We ask this in his name, the Prince of Peace, 
who is Lord forever and ever.
R/. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 11:1–10 (Lect. 4) No harm or ruin on my holy mountain.
Psalm 72 (Lect. 4) “Justice shall flourish in his time, 
 and fullness of peace for ever.”
John 20:19–23 (Lect. 63) Peace be with you.

Reflection

Service of Prayer for Peace



70

Song
An appropriate song may be sung to conclude the reflection following 
the readings.

Prayer of the Faithful
Let us turn to God in this time of need. God always hears the prayer 
of those who cry out in humility. As wars rage around this planet, we 
place our trust in God, the source of peace and justice.

That the Church will never shrink from its obligation to preach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
That those who lead nations will find peaceful solutions to 
solve disagreements over borders, religious preference, or 
ethnic diversity, we pray to the Lord.
That the people of _____________, and all places in our world 
currently experiencing war, will soon know the peace of God’s 
holy mountain, we pray to the Lord.
That we will face the challenge of the Gospel: to love our enemies 
and do good to those who persecute us, we pray to the Lord.
Let us pause now in silence to pray for our enemies . . . (allow 
significant time for silence) . . . that we will work together to break 
down barriers that divide, we pray to the Lord.
Let us pause now in silence to pray for the victims of war and 
injustice . . . (allow significant time for silence) . . . that they will be 
welcomed into the eternal peace of heaven, we pray to the Lord. 
Finally, let us pause in silence to pray for peace in our world, 
our country, our neighborhoods, our church, our families, and 
in our hearts . . . (allow significant time for silence) . . . that the 
reign of peace inaugurated by Christ’s coming will take root 
and flourish, we pray to the Lord.

Let us gather all our prayers into one by praying the words that the 
Lord Jesus, the giver of peace, taught us. Our Father . . .
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Closing Prayer
O God of love and tender mercy, 
your people cry out to you in time of strife.
We fear for the safety of those we love, 
and the miles that separate family members 
cause us to worry.
Comfort us in our time of need.
We suffer with those whose lives are destroyed by war. 
May they be helped by our efforts.
We long for the reign of peace promised by your Son. 
Bring that peace to earth again.
May we never grow complacent, O God; 
 may we never see the world’s wars 
 as events that do not affect us, 
 for we know that we are all your children, 
 entrusted with this fragile earth  
  to be a place of harmony, peace, and justice. 
Hear our prayer, which we voice in the name of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, who is Lord forever and ever.
R/. Amen.

Blessing
May God’s peace, which is beyond all understanding, descend upon 
us and enter our hearts and the hearts of all. In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
R/. Amen.

Sign of Peace
To conclude this service of prayer, let us turn to one another and share 
a sign of Christ’s peace.
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Beginning of the School Year
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction
The Holy Spirit brings us together in love and with high hopes for 
this new school year. May it be a year of grace and blessings and fine 
accomplishments.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you bring us to this day of new beginnings: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you fill us with hope: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you welcome us and make us glad: Lord, have mercy.

Liturgy of the Word
Choices may be made from any readings in the Lectionary or in the Lectionary for Masses 
with Children, which offers readings and a psalm (#492–495) in the weekday volume for the 
Beginning of the School Year: 2 Thessalonians 3:6–12, 16; Psalm 95; Matthew 13:44–46 
or Matthew 25:14–30 or John 14:23–26.

Prayer of the Faithful
On this happy day we ask God to listen to our requests.

For the Church, we pray to the Lord.
For a good school year filled with blessings, we pray to the Lord.
For students and teachers and principals, we pray to the Lord.
For our school and everyone in it, we pray to the Lord.
For everyone who ever attended or worked in our school, we 
pray to the Lord.
For our parish, we pray to the Lord.
For all of us gathered here, we pray to the Lord.
For the prayers we hold in our hearts, united in the Holy Spirit 
with those of Mary the Mother of God, our patron N., and all 
the saints in light, we pray to the Lord.

Loving God, bless this new school year. 
May it bring us closer to you. 
Help us to keep each other’s spirits up 
and to encourage and support one another 
 in all that we do. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Reminders and Suggestions
The Directory for Masses with Children provides groundwork in principles for all lit-
urgy and in particular for liturgy with children. Notice that the document is titled “with 
Children” and not “for Children.” There really is no such thing as a “school Mass.” 
By definition, the Eucharist of the Church must be prepared so that neither adults 
nor children are made unwelcome and excluded from participation in the liturgy.

Beginning of the School Year
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A Litany of the Saints
The litany of the saints customarily is used as processional song, for 
example, during the procession to the baptismal font at the Easter Vigil, 
or, at a funeral, during the procession from the church to the cemetery. 
The traditional litany of the saints may be lengthened to include the 
names of other saints, and so the litany found here is a bit longer than 
usual. But you will need to add some more. Especially fitting is the 
addition of local saints and of patron saints of the church, the place, 
and the people. Names are added in the proper category: Mary and 
her titles; angels; patriarchs, matriarchs, and prophets (including John 
the Baptist and Joseph); apostles, evangelists, and other disciples of 
the Lord; martyrs, bishops, and doctors; priests and religious; all holy 
women and men.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
Saint Michael, Saint Gabriel, and Saint Raphael, pray for us. 
Holy angels of God, pray for us.
We call upon the prophets and ancestors of our faith: 
Saint Abraham and Saint Sarah, pray for us. 
Saint Moses and Saint Miriam, pray for us. 
Saint Ruth and Saint Naomi, pray for us. 
Saint Elijah of Tishbe, pray for us. 
Saint John the Baptist, pray for us. 
Saint Anne and Saint Joachim, pray for us. 
Saint Simeon and Saint Anna, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph, pray for us. 
All holy prophets and ancestors, pray for us.
We call upon the disciples of Jesus: 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, pray for us. 
Saint Andrew, pray for us. 
Saint John and Saint James, pray for us. 
Saint Thomas, pray for us. 
Saint Matthew, pray for us. 
Saint Mary Magdalene, pray for us. 
Saint Mary, Saint Martha, and Saint Lazarus of Bethany, pray for us. 
Saint Luke, Saint Mark, and Saint Barnabas, pray for us. 
All holy apostles, disciples, and evangelists, pray for us.
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We call upon the martyrs: 
Saint Stephen, pray for us. 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, pray for us. 
Saint Polycarp, pray for us. 
Saint Irene, pray for us. 
Saint Justin, pray for us. 
Saint Lawrence, pray for us. 
Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity, pray for us. 
Saint Agnes, pray for us. 
Saint Cyprian, pray for us. 
Saint Boniface, pray for us. 
Saint Stanislaus, pray for us. 
Saint Thomas Becket, pray for us. 
Saint John Fisher and Saint Thomas More, pray for us. 
Saint Paul Miki and companions, pray for us. 
Saint Isaac Jogues, Saint John de Brébeuf, and companions, pray for us. 
Saint Peter Chanel, pray for us. 
Saint Charles Lwanga and companions, pray for us. 
Saint Maria Goretti, pray for us. 
All holy martyrs of Christ, pray for us.
We call upon the bishops and the doctors of the Church: 
Saint Leo and Saint Gregory, pray for us. 
Saint Ambrose, pray for us. 
Saint Jerome and Saint Paula, pray for us. 
Saint Augustine, pray for us. 
Saint Athanasius, pray for us. 
Saint Basil and Saint Gregory of Nazianzus, pray for us. 
Saint John Chrysostom, pray for us. 
Saint Martin, pray for us. 
Saint Patrick, pray for us. 
Saint Cyril and Saint Methodius, pray for us. 
Saint Charles Borromeo, pray for us. 
Saint Francis de Sales, pray for us. 
Saint Catherine of Siena, pray for us. 
Saint Teresa of Jesus, pray for us. 
All holy bishops and doctors, pray for us.
We call upon priests, monks, and religious: 
Saint Anthony of Egypt, pray for us. 
Saint Benedict and Saint Scholastica, pray for us. 
Saint Bernard, pray for us. 
Saint Francis and Saint Dominic, pray for us. 
Saint Clare, pray for us. 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, pray for us. 
Saint Ignatius Loyola, pray for us. 
Saint Francis Xavier, pray for us. 
Saint Vincent de Paul, pray for us. 
Saint John Mary Vianney, pray for us. 
Saint John Bosco, pray for us. 
Saint Rose of Lima, pray for us. 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, pray for us. 
All holy priests and religious, pray for us.
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We call upon the entire company of heaven: 
Saint Monica, pray for us. 
Saint Louis of France, pray for us. 
Saint Isidore and Saint Maria, pray for us. 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, pray for us. 
All holy men and women, pray for us.
Lord, be merciful: Lord, save your people. 
From all evil: Lord, save your people. 
From every sin: Lord, save your people. 
From everlasting death: Lord, save your people. 
By your coming as man: Lord, save your people. 
By your death and rising to new life: Lord, save your people. 
By your gift of the Holy Spirit: Lord, save your people.
Be merciful to us sinners: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Guide and protect your holy Church: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Keep the pope and all the clergy in faithful service to your Church: 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
Bring all peoples together in trust and peace: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Strengthen us in your service: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Jesus, Son of the living God: Lord, hear our prayer.
Christ, hear us: Christ, hear us. 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer: Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Respect for Life
These texts need to be adapted by each community of faith.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Today the Holy Spirit gathers us in love to give thanks for the gift and 
the mystery of life. We say that life is one of God’s gifts. And we say 
that no one has the right to deny another this gift. Throughout our 
history we have seen a slow but gradual growth of respect for life, for 
mercy, for compassion. But we also have seen destruction, which in our 
own day seems to shake heaven itself with cries for justice. We gather 
in love, but we also come together in trembling and in awe. Our God 
sees our troubles. Our God listens to our cries.

Penitential Act C
Lord Jesus, you give us a new birth into hope: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the salvation that awaits us: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you give us life that will never end: Lord, have mercy.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word
Choices may be made from any readings in the Lectionary, in particular, the weekday or 
Sunday readings or readings from the Masses for Various Occasions. 
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Prayer of the Faithful
We trust in the Lord who gives us life and breath. We put ourselves and 
our needs in the care of the Lord, who will hear and respond.

That the Church may continue to proclaim life’s value and 
dignity, and that our lives may manifest the conviction of this 
teaching, we pray to the Lord.
That the peoples of the earth may be filled, not with bitterness 
and anger, but with a rebirth in holiness, we pray to the Lord.
That those in authority may ever remember that Jesus calls us 
to live in freedom, we pray to the Lord.
That the laws of the land may reflect the challenging respon-
sibility of the gospel, we pray to the Lord.
That those who are easily denied life and opportunity—espe-
cially the unborn and the elderly, the poor and persons with 
disabilities, the ill and the addicted, the illiterate and the foreign-
born—may receive justice, compassion, and life in abundance, 
we pray to the Lord.
That those whom we have hurt by our indifference, selfishness, 
disrespect, or hatred may receive from our parish the gifts of 
mercy and mutual forgiveness, we pray to the Lord.
That the prayers we hold in our hearts may be united in the 
Holy Spirit with those of Mary the Mother of God, our patron 
N., and all the saints in light, we pray to the Lord.

O God, good and gracious Savior, 
you have set before us life and death. 
The whole world awaits our witness as your children. 
May our choice be a passage from death to life, 
from slavery into freedom. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Reminders and Suggestions
Texts: Preface I, V, or VI of the Sundays in Ordinary Time or Preface IV for the 
Dead. Or use the Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for Various Needs and Occasions: 
IV. Jesus, Who Went About Doing Good. Solemn Blessing 5 or 11, or Prayer over 
the People 13.
Catechesis and Communication: The Office for Pro-Life Activities of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops annually prepares materials for use in the 
parish. Write the office at 3211 Fourth St., N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 
or call 202 541-3070 for information and materials. Its excellent website can be 
accessed at usccb.org/prolife.
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Blessings and Prayers
A Prayer When One Cannot Receive Communion

Diana Macalintal 
© 2020 GIA Publications, Inc.

My Jesus, 
I believe that even before I was born, you have been with me 
knitting my very being, day by day, into the garment of your love, 
clothing me with grace every moment of my life. 
And on the day of my baptism you poured your love into my heart 
through the Holy Spirit who unites me eternally to you.
Through that same Spirit I pledge my love and adore you, 
present in your Most Holy Body and Blood. 
Though I cannot consume you in this sacred banquet 
let me be consumed by your complete desire for me 
so that my longing for you may be filled by your love alone 
and your mercy overflow through me into this world so in need.
On that joyful day when I do receive you in the Eucharist, 
may I remember that this precious gift is still but a foretaste 
of the holy gifts that await your holy people at your heavenly altar. 
There, with the saints and angels, we shall see you face to face 
and give you perfect praise for ever. Amen.

Table Grace
© World Library Publications, a div. of GIA Publications, Inc. 
This prayer may be printed in the November 20 bulletin for use on Thanksgiving Day.

O God, you are the giver of every good gift.
Through your goodness we enjoy the fruits of the earth 
 and share the loving gifts of family and friendship.
We ask your blessing on [our guests,] our table and our home. 
We offer thanks for the love 
 with which this festive meal was prepared, 
 and for the love and joy that bring us together to partake of it.
In gratitude for your continued care for us, 
 make us mindful of the needs of others. 
May we show our thankfulness in the manner of our living. 
May our hearts be filled with love and praise.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer at Harvest and Thanksgiving
© Rural Life Committee, Diocese of Sioux Falls. Used by permission.

O God, source and giver of all things, 
 you manifest your infinite majesty, power and goodness 
 in the earth about us; 
 we give you honor and glory.
For the sun and the rain, 
 for the fruits of our fields, 
 for the increase of our herds and flocks, 
 we thank you. 
For the enrichment of our souls with your grace, 
 we are grateful.
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Supreme Lord of the harvest, 
 graciously accept us and the fruits of our toil, 
 in union with Jesus, your Son, 
 whose death, burial and resurrection 
 have brought atonement for our sins.
In your love foster the growth of your Church. 
Grant peace in our homes and salvation for all the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Respect for Life
© World Library Publications, 
a div. of GIA Publications, Inc.

God of life and love, 
 you created us in your image 
 and sent your Son to bring us life. 
Instill in us a respect for all life, 
 from conception to natural death. 
Empower us to work for 
 justice for the poor. 
Nourish us that we may 
 bring food to the hungry. 
Inspire us to cherish 
 the fragile life of the unborn. 
Strengthen us to bring comfort 
 to the chronically ill. 
Teach us to treat the aging 
 with dignity and respect. 
Bring us one day 
 into the glory of everlasting life.
We ask this 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi
The Memorial of St. Francis is October 4.

Lord, make me an instrument 
 of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning 
 that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying 
 that we are born to eternal life.
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Spirit of God, 
 fill our hearts with a desire 
 to seek truth and rejoice in beauty. 
Help us to know 
 what is pleasing to you 
 and to understand what is right 
 and good in your sight. 
Give us the spirit of learning 
 that we may please you 
 by our thoughts 
 and love you in your creation. 
Give all teachers 
 your constant encouragement 
 and guide them in their work. 
Spirit of God, 
 make us effective witnesses 
 of your truth 
 to all whose lives we touch.
We ask this in the name 
 of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Blessing of Pets
God our Creator, 
 you made all things good. 
In love look now on us 
 and on our pets 
and on all the creatures 
 you have made.
As you once sent your angel Raphael 
to guide your servant Tobiah 
 and his faithful dog, 
send your angel to watch over us 
 and our pets.
Keep them in health and safety, 
 secure in our care 
to be our comfort and joy. 
Remember them for life, 
for you delight in life.
We ask this 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Praying the Rosary
1. Begin on the crucifix 
 and say the Apostles’ Creed 
 (page 80). 
2. On the first bead, 
 say the Our Father. 
3. On each of the next three beads, 
 say the Hail Mary. 
4. On the next bead, say the Glory Be. 
5. Reflect on the first mystery 
 in the group of mysteries 
 selected for meditation for the day 
 and say the Our Father 
 on that bead. 
6. On each of the next ten beads, 
 say the Hail Mary. 
 Follow these with the Glory Be. 
7. Repeat Steps 5 and 6 for each 
 of the five mysteries.

The Our Father
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

The Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
 Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.

The Glory Be
Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.

The Mysteries of the Rosary
The Joyful Mysteries 
  (recited Mondays, Saturdays, 
   and Sundays of Advent)
1. The Annunciation 
2. The Visitation 
3. The Nativity 
4. The Presentation of the Lord 
5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple

The Sorrowful Mysteries 
  (recited Tuesdays, Fridays, 
   and Sundays of Lent)
1. The Agony in the Garden 
2. The Scourging at the Pillar 
3. The Crowning with Thorns 
4. The Carrying of the Cross 
5. The Crucifixion and Death

The Glorious Mysteries 
  (recited Wednesdays and Sundays 
   outside of Advent and Lent)
1. The Resurrection 
2. The Ascension 
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 
4. The Assumption 
5. The Coronation of 
  the Blessed Virgin

The Luminous Mysteries 
  (recited Thursdays)
1. The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
2. The Wedding Feast at Cana 
3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom 
4. The Transfiguration 
5. The Institution of the Eucharist

Prayer after the Rosary
O God, whose only-begotten Son, 
by his life, death, and resurrection, 
has purchased for us the rewards 
 of eternal life. 
Grant, we beseech you, 
that by meditating 
 upon these mysteries 
of the Most Holy Rosary 
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
we may imitate what they contain 
 and obtain what they promise, 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Profession of Faith: Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Profession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen.
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