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Philadelphia Chapter Mission Statement  

 

The object is to bring closer in spirit and fact the Councils of the Philadelphia area for the planning of unified 

action to promote the good of the order and uphold rightful civil power in the nation, state, and community; 

and to also form a better understanding of the principles and practices of the Roman Catholic faith. This 

statement was taken from the Catholic Standard and Times dated Thursday, March 25, 1982.  
  
The Philadelphia Chapter is comprised of the following Councils:  
 

Santa Maria #263                    Charles Carroll #1364                  Our Lady of Lourdes #4546 

San Salvador #283                   Madonna #3932                           Regina Coeli #4921 

Desoto #315                             Immaculata #3933                       Rev. John McHugh #4935 

Commodore Barry #578         St. Katherine Drexel #3938        Fr. Thomas Ryan #5036 

Pinzon #904                              Regina Mundi #4052                   San Rafael #7125 

LaRabida #1191                        Core Mariae #4100                      St. Benedict de Moor #8252 

Holmesburg #1284                  St. Jude #4273                              Mary Queen of Angels #12384 

St. Leo’s #1294                         St. Charles Borromeo #4279      Pokrova #12561                                                        

                                                    St. Helena’s #15687 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Editor’s Note: if you know of a Brother Knight who has internet access but is not 

receiving the Journal, have him email me at donodan3@gmail.com  or call me at 

215-292-2365. Using email to distribute the Journal allows the Chapter to use 

the savings to promote our charitable work. You would be doing both yourself 

and the Chapter a tremendous service.  

Thank You.                                                                                                                               
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Upcoming Philadelphia Chapter Meetings 

  

Friday, November 19, 2021 (change for Thanksgiving)  December – To be determined 

Friday, January 28, 2022     Friday, February 25, 2022 

Friday, March 25, 2022     Friday, April 22, 2022 

Friday, May 22, 2022 (changed for Memorial Day)  Friday, June 24, 2022 – Chapter Elections 

 
Meetings are held on the 4th Friday of the month. For the foreseeable future, meetings will be held 
both in person at Roman Catholic High School and virtually via Zoom. The meeting time will remain the 
same: 7:30 PM.  

 
Please Note:  

❖ All meetings at Roman Catholic High School will be held in the school cafeteria. The City of 
Philadelphia is mandating that masks are required for anyone attending an indoor event.  

❖ Please note that the dates and times listed above are subject to change. An email will be sent 
to everyone on the Chapter mailing list if such a change is necessary. 

 

Chapter Officers 2021 – 2022 
 
Chapter President     Vice-President 
Dan McPeake      Atiba McCoy 
267-250-8510      267-588-8888 

 
Immediate Past President    Chaplain 
Dan Donovan      Father Matthew Biedrzycki 
215-292-2365      215-561-1314 
 
Secretary      Treasurer 
Dan Donovan      Jack Stanczak 
215-292-2365      215-483-3181 

 
Warden      Sentinel 
Fred May                                                 Patrick Anamah 
215-593-8942                                                                  
                                         

Chapter Trustee’s 
 
John Brown            Jack Egan             Anthony Porretta 
Mike Ciampoli           Ray Hill    Mickey Kelly 
Bob Conrad            Nick Marcantonio  Mike Selinski 
Joe Duvak          Hassell Mitchell   Donald Wells 
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President - Dan McPeake 
 

Brothers all,   

The annual Chapter Dinner was held on Sunday, October 3rd and and was a wonderful affair. I was very happy 

to see that we had an audience that exceeded 120 people for our first live function since the pandemic began. 

Among those who attended were several members of the Clergy; various Knights of Columbus State and local 

dignitaries; as well as fellow Knights and spouses all to honor this year’s awardees:  Brother Ed Lawrence 

(Catholic Man of the Year); Barbara Walter (Catholic Woman of the Year); and Brothers Donald Wells and Mike 

Ciampoli (Past Presidents Award honorees). I’d like to thank all who took the time from their busy schedules 

to attend this event and, by their attendance, expressed not only their support for the Chapter, but also their 

appreciation of the Honorees for their devotion to both our Order and their Catholic values.  

Feeding off the success of this event, I’d like to remind all that it’s never to early to begin submitting 

nominations for next year’s dinner. If you have a candidate in mind, forward their name and a brief bio 

defining why they merit consideration to one of the Chapter Officers. Candidate reviews and selections will be 

finalized next Spring.  

The Chapter is holding a special mass to recognize the contributions of the Permanent Deacons presently 

assigned to Archdiocesan Parishes. The mass is scheduled for Saturday, November 13th, 10:00 AM at St. 

Richard’s Parish in South Philadelphia. The mass will be followed by brunch in the Church Hall. Ticket prices 

are $15.00. The deadline for purchase is November 7th. Contact Rich Konstance at rkonstance@aol.com or any 

Chapter Officer to confirm your attendance.  

We are also re-instituting our Annual Holiday visits to St. John’s Hospice to serve the residents and other 
needy people who are served by the Hospice. The Thanksgiving visit is scheduled for Sunday, November 21st 
at 10:00 AM while the Christmas visit is set for December 19th. In the past, this event has always been well 
attended by the Knights of our Chapter Councils. I’m hoping  we’ll have another solid turnout this year. Those 
in need that are served by us are always appreciative and thank us for taking the time to remember them at 
this time of year. I’ve found it to be a very rewarding experience and encourage anyone who’s never attended 
to join us this year.  

Finally, with the Thanksgiving Holiday and Christmas Season rapidly approaching, on behalf of myself and my 
fellow Chapter Officers, I would like to wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas Season as well as a Healthy 
and Happy New Year!  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Dan McPeake 

Chapter President 
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Vice- President – Atiba McCoy 

 

My Friends –  

 

I hope you are all doing well. As you may have already heard, the Chapter will not be sending a bus to the 

Annual Pro-Life rally scheduled for January, 2022. It seems the Bus Company we normally use was severely 

affected by the pandemic and never recovered. Therefore, I urge you to participate in activites being held at 

several area Parishes on that day. Many are holding special masses, praying the rosary and even holding their 

own Pro-Life marches. If your Parish isn’t planning anything to mark the occasion, check to see of there is 

another near you who may be planning festivities to remember the unborn.  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Chapter Chaplain – Father Matthew Biedrzycki 

 

St. Joseph, Patron of the Catholic Church 

October 2021  

Brothers, as many of you recall, we continue to celebrate the Year of St. Joseph. Pope Francis on December 8, 

2020 invited the Universal Church to reflect on St. Joseph, his character and his role as Patron and Protector of 

the Catholic Church. Pope Francis wanted to inspire us to greater respect human work and the especially the 

work and workers who go unseen each day.  

Devotion to St. Joseph increased in an exceptional way in the 16th Century. While the saints of each age 

understandably emphasized devotion to God’s Son and his sacred humanity as well as devotion to his Blessed 

Mother and ours they did not focus especially on the Head of the Holy Family. Like most father’s whose work 

goes unseen, St. Joseph’s example lay hidden for many years. St. Teresa of Avila chose him as her special 

patron and called on him for help when beginning to reform the Carmelite Order. 

St. Teresa wrote this about St. Joseph’s presence in her life: 

“I wish I could persuade everyone to be devoted to the glorious St. Joseph, for I have great 

experience of the blessings which he can obtain from God. I do not remember that I have ever asked 

anything of him which he has failed to grant. I am astonished at the great favors which God has 

bestowed on me through this blessed saint, and at the perils from which he has delivered me, both in 

body and in soul. To other saints, the Lord seems to have given grace to help us in some of our 

necessities. But my experience is that St. Joseph helps us in them all; also that the Lord wishes to 

teach us that, as he was himself subject on earth to St. Joseph, so in heaven he now does all that 

Joseph asks.” 
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Chaplin’s message cont.  

In the year 1870, Blessed Pope Pius IX declared St. Joseph Patron and Protector of the Catholic Church. Many 

saints in modern times have invoked St. Joseph and preached of his merits and virtue. In the Litany of St. 

Joseph he is described as being especially “most just… chaste… prudent… courageous… obedient… faithful…” 

and so on. What man’s heart would not burn to be described in such a way at his funeral.   

In this year of St. Joseph, many have honored the Holy Father’s desire to promote St. Joseph by making an 

explicit effort to learn about, pray and ask St. Joseph in a special way to intercede for them by making a 

Consecration to St. Joseph. Consecration means to set something aside for a holy purpose, for God’s honor 

and glory. In Baptism we are consecrated in a definitive way for God’s honor and glory. Consecration to a 

particular saint’s protection and intercession renews our Baptismal Consecration and invites us to imitate a 

particular saint in living it out. Mary, St. Joseph and others have been the subject of such prayers.  

The Cathedral Young Adult Group and Office for young Adult Ministry have teamed up recently to organize a 

Consecration to St. Joseph among the Young Adult communities in the Archdiocese. This Consecration is not 

limited to Young Adults however. I encourage you to learn more about making such a consecration yourself. I 

made one a few years ago privately and have experienced great grace from it. As Christian Men and especially 

as Knights, we need St. Joseph now more than ever to help us be the best fathers, husbands, priests, brothers 

and servants we can be. St. Joseph, pray for us! 

Action Items: 

• Consider making the Consecration to St. Joseph yourself or with a group this fall. The Consecration 

preparation is 33 Days. The Young Adults of the Archdiocese are beginning on 11/6/2021 and 

concluding on 12/8/2021. The book they will use is The Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of 

our Spiritual Father by Fr. Donald Calloway.  

o If between 18-40, join the Young Adults beginning on Nov. 10 for weekly in-person meetings to 

accompany individual preparation for the Consecration at the Cathedral Basilica.  

▪ Click here for Consecration In-Person Registration.   

• Consider making the Consecration on your own or with a group of brother knights from your Local 

Council, the book provides an outline for meetings and everything you will need. 

• October is the month of the Holy Rosary, honor St. Joseph by honoring his holy spouse – Mary. Pray 

the Rosary each day!  

 

Coming Up: 

• Solemnity of All Saints Day 

o Monday, November 1, 2021 (Not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2021) 

• Commemoration of All Souls 

o Tuesday, November 2, 2021  

o Traditional Requiem Mass in Latin in Cathedral Basilica at 7:00PM  

• Deacon’s Mass hosted by Philadelphia K of C 

o Saturday, November 13, 2021, St. Richard’s Church in S. Philadelphia @ 10:00AM 
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Secretary- Dan Donovan  
 
My Fellow Knights,  
 
For the first two months of the fraternal year, the Chapter has been attempting to hold our monthly meetings 
via Zoom as well as in-person. We have experienced some minor connecttivity issues with these “hybrid” 
meetings. In short, we have had difficulty logging into Roman Catholic’s network. For those who want to 
continue participating online, we ask for your continued patience as we work through these issues. As always, 
our desire is to start the meetings on time. If you use the web link and find you are not immediately entered  
into the Zoom meeting, please be patient. You will be able to join the meeting once our onsite internet issues 
are resolved. We thank you for your patience and hope you will continue to participate online if not in person.  
 
And if you know of any other Council members who may want to join us, don’t hesitate to share your link with 
them or have them contact me directly and I’ll forward the link to them.  
 
Our next meeting is November 19th at 7:30 PM. For those who will be on the Zoom call, the web link will be 
sent out the week of the meeting. We are limited to fifty participants online, so it is important that you get 
back to me as soon as possible with your contact information.  
 
If you are joining us in person., please let me or one of the other Chapter Officers know so we have sufficient 
refreshments on hand.  
 
My email address is donodan3@gmail.com. I look forward to seeing you on the 19th. 
 
 
2021 Charity Drive - Rich Konstance  
 

We are approaching the end of the calendar year and the 2021 Charity Drive has been a success. In spite of all 
the adversity we have faced, both individually and collectively, we received over $10,000 in donations from 
our fellow Knights and Chapter Councils. All I can say is I continue to be amazed at the generousity of our 
Chapter members. The correspondance for the 2022 Charity Drive will be going out in early January. Please 
look for it in the mail and respond with whatever you can afford to give.  

Thank you and God Bless you for your generosity. 
 
PA State Council Prayer –St. Michael the Archangel 
 
Holy Michael the Archangel defend us in the battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares    

of the devil. Rebuke him, O God, we humbly beseech thee; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by 

the divine power cast into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the 

ruin of souls. Amen 
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Chapter Sick List 

                              
Brothers, please pray for our sick Brothers and their family members who are listed below. Also keep 

in your prayers the families of all who have been affected by this Pandemic as well as all our 

Country’s Military Personnel stationed at numerous bases around the world who will not be home to 

celebrate the Christmas Holiday with their families.  

 

Fred May  Barbara May    Marge McPeake          Mary Donovan 

               George Koch        Kathy Koch         Donna McLaughlin          Ray Hill 

         Father Michael Rock      Louis Baldwin                 Ray Kelly                  Marie Mochen 

           Michael Spedding       John Carroll           The Unborn       The Homeless 

                              Our Veterans Members of the Armed Forces 

 

** Please alert the editor of any additions or deletions from this list by emailing donodan3@gmail.com. 
     I would like to keep the listing as up to date as possible. Thank you. 
 

 
Prayers Unite the World 
 

EVERY time our Church has had a need, our Brother Knights have responded. Right now, our Faith is under 

attack like it has never been and the Church needs its most faithful members to stand up and share its message 

of God's love with the world. 

 

The Knights are partnering with “Prayers Unite the World” to do just that. Begun by a Brother Knight, “Prayers 

Unite the World” is a website where people can request prayers and then learn about many of the religious 

communities and Catholic organizations from around the world. 

 

We need to build an army of men who would be willing to share the Faith through the power of prayer. You do 

not need to explain the Faith. You simply live the Faith and let people know that God and his loving Church are 

with them. All through the power of prayer.  

 

It only takes five minutes of time, and it does not cost a dime. 
For further information contact 

 

or call 215-779-219 
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Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 
Founder of the Knights of Columbus 

  

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed 
Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of 
their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy 
and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design 
of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Please report all favors received:  

The Father McGivney Guild  

1 Columbus Plaza    

 

The Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) 

The RSVP is a program for keeping our Faith Alive by supporting our Seminarians and Postulants who have 
been called to do God's work. These young men and women need Councils of the Knights of Columbus to 
provide moral, financial, and spiritual support during their religious journey. For every $500 given to an 
individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council $100. The maximum refund for council or assembly is 
$400 per individual. 

In addition to the $100.00 each Chapter Council receives from Supreme, you are also eligible for an additional 
$50.00 refund from the Chapter for each $500.00 RSVP donation. We urge all Councils to support our 
Seminarians and Permanent Deacon candidates through the RSVP and the Archdiocesan Permanent 
Deaconate and Ministry Program Fund.  
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Prayer to St. Joseph 

 

Protect, O Holy Guardian, this our nation. Enlighten those responsible for the common good, so that they 

might know – like you do – how to care for those entrusted to their responsibility.  

Grant intelligence of knowledge to those seeking adequate means for the health and physical well-being of 

their brothers and sisters.  

Sustain those who are spending themselves for those who are in need, even at the cost of their own safety: 

volunteers, nurses, doctors who are on the front lines in curing the sick.  

Bless, O St. Joseph, the Church: beginning with her ministers, make her the sign and instrument of your light 

and goodness.  

Accompany, O St. Joseph, our families: with your prayerful silence, create harmony between parents and their 

children, in a special way with the youngest. 

Preserve the elderly from loneliness: grant that no one might be left in desperation from abandonment and 

discouragement. 

Comfort those who are the most frail, encourage those who falter, intercede for the poor.  

With the Virgin Mother, beg the Lord to liberate the World from every form of pandemic.  

Amen      (Pope Francis, March 19, 2020) 
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Philadelphia Chapter Councils Offer Affordable Facilities for That Special Event  
  

The Councils listed offer a variety of professional services and accessible location for your special events:  
  

* Fr. John McHugh Council # 4935, 5323 Oxford Avenue, Phila. PA 19124 Phone: 215-535-0849  

- special packages for large and small events, catering, and self-catering options available  
  

* Regina Coeli # 4921, 9617 James Street, Phila. PA 19135 Phone: 215-332-2517  

- flexible hall for large and small events, catering services and full-service bar options available  

 

* St. Charles Borromeo Council # 4279, 1193 Gravel Pike, Bensalem PA 19020; Phone: 215-638-2202; offer 

ample parking and a variety of food and beverage packages to fit any   occasion  
  

* St. Katharine Drexel Council # 3968, 15000 Bustleton Avenue, Phila. PA 19116.  

Phone: 215-969-4470; banquet hall available for shower, birthdays and other events, catering, and 

beverage services available  
  

*  Twining Hall (M.E.I. Caterers) 4900 East Street Road, Trevose PA Phone: 215-364-2130 - Knight owned   

 business, available for large and small events, several caterings and beverage packages available  
 

*  Holmesburg Council #1284 3300 Knorr St Hall available for rentals. Contact Tim Thomson Hall manager at  

  215-331-4570(Hall) or 215-514-0962 

  

Please support our local Councils and remember to mention you are a Knights of Columbus member when you 
call. If I missed your Council, please email me your information and I will include it in next publication.  
If you have a Knight’s related function occurring before the release of the next Journal, feel free to forward the 

information to me. I would be more than happy to assist with advertising your event via email.  

  

The Journal is published bi-monthly. If your Council has an article to submit, please forward it to my 

attention by the first week of the month.     

  

 Philadelphia Chapter                                    Editor: Dan Donovan                                    

                 Knights of Columbus                                           E-mail: donodan3@gmail.com                 

    302 Holly Hill Road 

    Warwick, PA 18974                  
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