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COLUMBIANISM-THE FOUNDATION OF THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 

  

We are proud of how so many councils embraced the Faith In Action programs, which were introduced at the start of 

our administration, and the No Neighbor Left Behind (NNLB) Initiative, which is still ongoing.  This jurisdiction has 

always displayed great generosity, especially during times of disaster and hardship.  Now our parishes and neighbors 

are in dire need of our support.  We must continue to restock food banks, donate blood, and contribute to the church.  

Unfortunately, the pandemic has impacted upon our ability to support our Seminarians and the Special Olympics.  

Donations to these two programs are less than half of our usual contributions.  There is still time for councils to submit 

their checks and forms. 

Our Deputy Supreme Knight has described this Fraternal Year’s changes and innovations  as ‘Providential’.  In 

January, we instituted the Charity, Unity, Fraternity Degree and produced a video version of the ceremony.  Had we 

not done this and adapted the internet communication and meeting applications, we would not have been able to 

continue growing the Order and conducting the important business of the State Council.  Just last month, we held a 

virtual convention which was attended by 193 delegates representing 120 councils.  Assemblies and councils are 

holding meetings and elections in cyberspace.  Our use of Constant Contact email and the State Council website and 

mobile applications have expanded the dissemination of information to every member or person with email or a smart 

phone.  This was only possible because we were already familiar with technology and webinars and the degrees were 

available.  When the pandemic hit and it was time for us to go ‘Into the Breach’, we had our Faith In Action programs 

to guide us.  What other organization could have accomplished so much?  I am not surprised that, amid this pandemic, 

our founder was advanced on his journey to Sainthood and will soon be declared Blessed.  The establishment of the 

Knights of Columbus by Father McGivney was indeed providential. 

When we began our terms, Father D’Emma and I had one simple goal, the one we each should have, to make things a 

little better than the way we found them.  We feel we have done that, but only with the hard work and dedication of 

numerous, talented Knights, who served as Directors, Chairmen, and District Deputies.                                           

                                                                                                                              CONNTINUED ON NEXT PAGE                                                                                                                             

My Brother Knights and Sisters in Christ: 

As we come to the end of this most unusual Fraternal Year, I will leave you with a few 

thoughts and comments on what we have accomplished and what we should do going 

forward. 

First, it was a great honor to serve as your State Deputy.  Father D’Emma and I enjoyed 

traveling around the jurisdiction, meeting members and their families, and making 

many new friends.  The best part was participating in some of your special events and 

activities, especially those which served those in need. 
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STATE DEPUTY REPORT—CONTINUED 

 

Yet, anything that was accomplished would not have occurred without the cooperation 

and support of Council Officers, the members, and their families.  We are confident that 

God will bless you for your countless acts of charity (Love) and service to your 

neighbors. 

It gives the State Chaplain and me great joy to see how the jurisdiction has become 

stronger in our Faith, has become more involved in issues concerning Life, Human 

Dignity, and Religious Freedom.  We have become more Family oriented, as our ladies 

have taken a more active role in our meetings and liturgies.  Most importantly, we 

continue to help build up the Domestic Church and grow the Order.  As you read this 

report, we are within 100 members of attaining our goal and entering the Circle of 

Honor. 

In closing, I offer my congratulations to the State Officers-Elect.  May the Holy Spirit 

fill them with His virtues as they assume their awesome responsibilities of guiding and 

caring for the members and the families of the State Council of Pennsylvania.  I look 

forward to working with them as the Immediate Past State Deputy, during the next two 

years. 

As the next administration begins its work, I offer this caveat- Please do not make 

comparisons of new state officers to their long list of predecessors, especially those most 

recent ones.  The situations and the challenges will be extremely different.  Due to the 

pandemic, we must adapt to a ‘New Normal’ way of conducting our programs and 

activities.  Virtual meetings and ceremonials will most likely continue to be conducted 

on a regular basis.  There are always things upon which we can improve, ‘To make 

better than the way we found them”.  I tried to do that.  I am sure that State Deputy Ken 

Grugel will also try to do the same thing.  The next administration will be different 

because we all have different personalities and experiences.  But remember; we all have 

the same objective – To follow the example Father McGivney, who followed our Lord, 

in serving and caring for our neighbors and one another. 

May St. Michael the Archangel Protect Us and may God continue to bless the 

Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania. 

Vivat Jesus,  Mark L. Jago, FIC, State Deputy 
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STATE CHAPLAIN REPORT 

Rev. (COL) Gregary J. D’Emma   

“A FINAL FAREWELL” 
I am told that this will be the final time I write to you.  Since my term as State Chaplain and June will end soon, 

this is most likely true.  I must again tell you that I have enjoyed being with all of you, over the last two years. 

As Mark and I end our time, I want to tell all of you the joy I have had working with Mark and serving all of you.  

I also want to second all that Mark wrote.  I was honored to be part of beginning the Faith In Action Programs and 

the No Neighbor Left Behind Programs.  I also want to say again, read carefully, and take to heart all that Mark 

wrote.  It is true, we have accomplished a lot and there is much more to be done.  The new administration will 

need the support of all of us to be successful in this challenging time. 

There is something important I want to tell you. What I want to talk about is God’s Grace.  Grace is a gift from 

God, given to us freely by God, to assist us in our lives. It is efficient for us, if we use it.  It makes all the 

difference for all of us. 

“What makes Christianity different from all the other religions in the world?  Years ago, that very question was 

discussed at a conference.  Some of the participants argued that Christianity is unique in teaching that God 

became man.  But someone objected, saying that other religions teach similar doctrines.  What about the 

resurrection?  No, it was argued other faiths believe that the dead will rise again.  The discussion grew heated.  C. 

S. Lewis, a strong defender of Christianity, came in late, sat down, and asked, “What is the rumpus about?”  

When he learned that it was a debate about the uniqueness of Christianity, he immediately commented, ‘Oh, that’s 

easy.  It’s grace.” 

 Author unknown, “C.S. Lewis, Bible.org August 2, 2006. 

Grace is at the foundation of Christianity.  By grace the lost are found.  By grace God’s children stand in 

confidence. 

Grace is, according to Merriam-Webster, “An Act…of kindness, courtesy, or clemency.” 

“Grace is the power of God made available to meet all our needs.” - Joyce Meyer 

Here are some examples of God’s grace.  I think the first instance of grace was when God put Adam and Eve out 

of the Garden.  God made leather garments to protect them.  How they used God’s grace we do not know, but the 

Human Race continued.  In the Old Testament, God sent grace to Noah, Abraham, David, Hannah, and numerous 

others.  They all used God’s grace and accomplished great things.  Paul, in the New Testament, asks to have a 

thorn in his side removed.  The Lord says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”  

Paul went on to do great things.  He spread the Church. 

Now, think about our founder, the young Father Michael J. McGivney.  Who would have given him a chance to 

do what he did in founding the Knights of Columbus?  Yet, he used God’s grace and established our great Order. 

What does this mean for us?  Well, we all have God’s grace every day.  What will we do with it?  We might not 

do anything like those I have mentioned.  But we all can use God’s grace to help us accomplish things within our 

families, our parishes, and our Order.  God’s grace is there for us.  Use it well. 

God Bless, 

Fr. Greg 
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HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY  

OF THE ORDINATION OF 

REV. (COL) GREGARY J. D’EMMA 

State Chaplain “Father Greg” celebrated 
50 years in the priesthood in late May, 
2020.    Friends in Cumberland County 
could not give a party for him but wanted 
to do something special.  They formed a 
parade of cars and motorcycles — see 
Knights on Bikes below—in a “Drive-By” 
celebration with banners, cards and gifts 
of well wishes!   After the parade, Father 
enjoyed a Prime Rib dinner, Apple & 
Cherry Pie with Häagen-Dazs vanilla ice 
cream, and a cigar, of course.  The 
Greensburg Degree Team conducted a 
virtual exemplification in his honor on 
Monday, June 1st. 

https://www.haagendazs.us/
https://www.haagendazs.us/
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From the Desk of 

 
Jim Bahm, State Secretary 

 
 

To my brother Knights of the State of Pennsylvania, 

I'd like to hereby thank you for allowing me to serve as your state secretary for the past two years. During this time, I 
have seen how our state family and the councils of the Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus have made a positive difference 
carrying out the mission of the Catholic Church.  

We have supported disaster relief efforts, supported our children through scholarships and grants, carried out good 
deeds for our parish families and each other. And, lastly the work that we have done in order to support our Catholic Church in 
this time of crises.  

It has been an honor to see the councils of this great jurisdiction embrace the changes to move the order forward into 
a new era. On an order level, we have made great strides in implementing the Faith in Action programs, we have changed and 
embraced the face of our order through the new 4th degree regalia, online membership and the consolidation of our 
ceremonials showing our friends and family what we openly stand for.  

I am exceptionally proud of the way our jurisdiction embraced technology!  Very early on, we implemented Video 
Conferencing, Mobile Apps, Constant Contact and enhancements to our Web presence.  This technology allowed us to reach 
you! And, when the “RONA” came, we were ready! We had virtual regional meetings, councils followed suite, we had a 
“National” combined degree, online, bringing in 139 new members for Pennsylvania.  We need to do this again!  

I want to thank the State Officers and Family for their dedication to the order.  There is a reason we call it a State 
Family.  We work together for a common good.  And, we bicker, argue, break bread and love each other.  All in all, this team / 
this family got it done. Thank you: Stan, Charlie, Ron, Larry, Joe, Father D’Emma and Mark. And, we could not have done it 
without our Lovely Ladies: Anna Marie, Jean, Annette, Kathy, Wendy and Janis. 

I want to express a special heart felt thank you and appreciation for our State Deputy Mark Jago.  NOBODY, and I mean 
NOBODY, has worked harder for the Knights of Columbus and the Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania over the past two years.  There 
have been many, many, many nights that Mark and I have poured over paperwork and plans together. And, when I went to 
bed, I am sure Mark kept going.  And, he never stayed put.  It made every possible event, in every region and corner of 
Pennsylvania that he could.  Mark is a hard example to live up to. 

Lastly, I want to congratulate our newly elected State Officers and encourage each member of the Knights of Columbus 
to help them every step of the way.  Being a State Officer is hard, rewarding work.   

Dr. Ken, you have big shoes to fill.  But I know you will do great.  Don’t hesitate to call on me.  And, you will have Mark 
as your Immediate Past State Deputy.  The IPSD is there to advise and provide guidance.  Ask Mark anything you need, he’s not 
shy! Ray, I will be here for whatever you need.  You will do great. Michael, I know your work ethic and attention to detail.  
There couldn’t be a better person from the West to fill the State Treasurer roll. George, if you keep on top of the cases, 
everything will work out.  And, to think you have three former State Advocates on your State Family to help you! Anthony, the 
State Warden’s job is very important.  It is the role that provides structure. Congratulations to each and everyone of you.  We 
are here for you. 

In closing, thank the Knights of Pennsylvania for all your support.  It has been a pleasure to serve in the capacity of 
State Secretary.  I look forward to continuing to support the Knights of Columbus, our Church and the great Jurisdiction of 
Pennsylvania! 

Fraternally, 

 

 

Jim Bahm,  KofC PA State Secretary 
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From the Desk of 
 

JOE PAOLETTI  
 

 State Treasurer 
 
 
 

My brother Knights,  
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to serve as your state treasurer for the past two years. The brothers I’ve met, 
friendships I’ve gained and the relationships that have been established are far beyond what I expected.  I certainly 
will cherish the the experience I’ve gained in my position and I will utilize it and expand upon it as I continue to 
serve our honored order.  
 
I appreciate the support of all my brother Knights not just in the past two years, but since my joining the order. My 
experience over the past two years has bolstered my belief that I am blessed to be a part of an organization chock 
full of wonderful brothers.  
 
I am pleased that the state finances are in better order now then they were at the beginning of our administration. 
I must say, this is largely due to the assistance of the members of the Finance board. It was a pleasure to work with 
such dedicated brothers. Their commitment to the Pennsylvania State Council and the Knights of Columbus overall 
is truly inspiring. I can only strive to emulate their devotion to our order.  
I’d like to thank my fellow state officers for their dedication and tireless efforts in their service of the State Council. I 
am truly honored to be associated with such men.  
 
Just as enjoyable were each and every visit to local councils. Whether I was there to present an award, assist with 
issues facing a council or just sitting in on a meeting, it was an experience worth remembering. I do regret the 
manner in which our administration’s term is drawing to a close. While we are currently prevented from meeting in 
person, I am attending virtual meetings as I am able. While it certainly is easier and less time consuming to do so, 
the lack of personal interaction with my brothers far outweighs any time benefit.  
I am honored to be a Knight of Columbus. Although I do not yet know what is in store for me in the future, rest 
assured, I will continue to serve the order in any way I can.  
 

Vivat Jesus, 
 
 

Joe Paoletti 
 
State Treasurer 
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From the Desk of 
 

LARRY BARKOWSKI 
 

 State Advocate 
 
 

Dear Pennsylvania Brother Knights, 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the State Council of our great Jurisdiction as your State 
Advocate.  The position at times proved challenging but the fraternity experienced with our State 
Family and their wives and my brother Knights across the Keystone State has been a blessing that my 
wife Kathy and I will not forget.  Our order in Pennsylvania experienced many challenges and changes 
over the past two years, however, State Deputy Mark Jago and Chaplain Father D’Emma kept us 
focused on the race and spiritually rooted to affect positive change and growth.  I am convinced that 
State Deputy Jago was ‘the guy’ for our time and it was an honor to serve as an officer during his 
Administration.  Looking forward, I pledge my support to SD-Elect Ken Grugel and his team.   Viva 
Jesus. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

Larry Barkowski - 

State Advocate 
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From the Desk of 
 

RON BUTKERA 
   

State Warden 
 
 
 

Dear Brother Knights, 

      As the saying goes, “time flies”.  The past 2 years as your state warden have gone by quickly.  I am truly grateful 

to all of you for your support and cooperation and for all of your efforts in growing and promoting our order.   

     It has been a pleasure and a great honor to be the state officer from the North East. The district deputies and 

chairmen have been working hard to meet their quotas.  I especially would like to recognize Jason Kowalski, Matt 

Owazany, Jim Hoffman, George Vagelakas, Art Bobbouine, Joe Bartello, Dan Driscoll and Dennis Sullivan for their 

high percentages in their district’s membership recruitment.  

    Congratulations to those councils that will attain star council status.  Job well done!! 

   Lastly, I congratulate state warden elect, Tony Ream. Tony was originally a member of my council in Selinsgrove 

before he moved to Johnstown. I accompanied him to his 1st, 2nd and 3rd degrees. It will be my privilege to help him 

transition to his position (and to transfer all the items from my basement to his).   

   Congratulations and best wishes to all members of the new state family. It should be a memorable experience for 

all of you, as it was for me.  

    Finally, my wife, Annette and I wish to thank Father D’Emma, the State Deputy and State Officers and their wives 

for their friendship and support the past two years.  

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Ron Butkera        

State Warden                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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 From the Desk of  

JACK ROSATI 

 Pa State Membership Director  

  

Dear Brother Knights,  

  

All I can say is WOW!!!!!  I continue to be blown away by all the work our councils are still doing even in light of 

the current Covid 19 pandemic.  Blood Drives, Food Drives, Clothing Drives, it’s truly inspiring.  I have said 
many times that people rarely remember what you say but they will always remember what they see you doing.  In 
your case, it’s good works.  This should, and will, translate into inspiring others to join our order.  As we are 

closing in on the end of the fraternal year (June 30th) we are so close to putting Pennsylvania back into the Circle 
of Honor.  This is a very distinguished title reserved for only the best jurisdictions in the order.  It’s been too long 
since Pennsylvania has achieved this honor and I am confident that with a strong finish, and every member 

inviting a new soul to join us, we will make this goal.    

I would be remiss if I did not thank our Diocesan Membership Chairmen for their efforts this year.  Doug 
Flemming and Ed Master in the Central West, Jim Maochi and Tom Pearson in the West, Anthony Ream and 
Dave Kern in the Central East, Steve Sanelli and Jerry Judge in the East and Frank Socha in the North East.  These 

men have worked tirelessly for you so please say “Thank You” to them when you see them.   

Our new Council Development Chairmen have also served the state well. Joe Lander, Andy Rodgers, Brian Smith, 
Mike Kish and Bill Walborn.    

 Our Hispanic Development team brought in many new Knights that would not have joined if not for their efforts.  
Arturo Fuentes, Angel Sanchez and Carlos Medina. We thank them.     

And lastly, I want to say thank you to our State Officers.  It has been an honor to serve with all of these great men 

for the past two years.  If you are ever offered the honor to work with the State team, JUMP on it.  You will not be 
sorry.      

Thank You for all that you do.   

Vivat Jesus,  

 Jack Rosati  

Pennsylvania State Membership Director  
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From the Desk of 

MICHAEL N. YAKUBICK 

State Program Director 

Brothers, 
 

Two years ago, State Deputy elect Mark Jago asked if I would be willing to serve as State Program Director in his 

administration.  I accepted after doing what most of us do; pray and ask our wife if it is OK.  The first thing I 

learned was that the new “Faith in Action” was a bit different from “Surge With Service” and required extreme 

flexibility in its startup.  The program team lost a Knight or two because change is difficult.  The Team that 

remained gained confidence as our ability to interpret and respond became more efficient.  Our Team lost another 

Knight, Gary Novinskie, who was doing an outstanding job, but a family matter arose, and as any good Knight, 

family is always first.  Just a bit more background, Regional State Officers, in conjunction with the State Deputy, 

select those Knights who hold positions in the administration.  We, as a state, and me as an individual were 

extremely fortunate to have State Officers select such good men as Community Director Ken Grugel, Faith 

Director Don Granata, Family Director Fran O’Hara, Life Director John Meenan; We congealed as a TEAM. 

The Team concept was established to lower State costs and increase service to the Membership.  The number of 

Deputy and Assistant Directors were determined based on the four categories and the elements within. Each 

Director was given wide latitude as how to run their team. Each established their own guidelines and the results 

were extremely positive.  Each Team has annotated their achievements throughout the two years using the State 

website and Keystone Knight.  I hope all of you read and enjoyed their reports.  

Our Teams only assisted with interpreting requirements and in the establishment of procedures to make the 

programs available.  The true achievers and those the teams highlighted in their reporting was YOU; the Councils 

that prayed the Rosary in unison, displayed the Marian Icon, worked at Special Olympics, gave Coats to Kids, 

recognized the Family, offered the neighbor in need a helping hand.  

I have become so used to Zoom and on-line meetings, I must thank, via a visual platform, all those who have 

meant so much to me, my wife, and our State. 

   ENJOY: https://youtu.be/I3gHhMzdUtQ 
 
In closing, the incoming Program Team under State Program Director Jim Maochi will assist you but remember 

your Council needs to be proactive. Check the State website, read the emails that are sent to you, ASK for their 

help: they DO have the answers and will make your job far easier.  

PRAY!   STAY SAFE!   PRAY! 
  
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike  

https://youtu.be/I3gHhMzdUtQ
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From the Desk of 

DAVID J. BLOOMER  

Director for Legislative Affairs 

 
 

Brothers: 

 

At this time of year, the Pennsylvania General Assembly is usually winding down, mostly with getting the annual state 

budget finalized, which is being staggered in six-month increments for the next fiscal year due to uncertainties over the 

Coronavirus situation.  The legislature is also finishing work on several bills dealing with subjects from education to health 

care, and taxes to transportation.  

 

It’s a good time to take stock of the major issues that affected us during 2020, both as Knights and practicing Catholics, 

including human trafficking, telemedicine, and protecting children born despite attempted abortions. 

 

Human Trafficking – Early in 2020, the Pennsylvania General Assembly addressed the scourge of human trafficking, a long-

standing problem that destroys both human dignity and the lives of the families it affects.  One bill designed to combat such 

evil was the Buyer Beware Act (Senate Bill 60, sponsored by Senator Kristin Phillips-Hill).  

 

According to Senator Phillips-Hill, the National Human Trafficking Hotline has received over 3700 human trafficking-related 

calls, from Pennsylvania alone, since 2007. More than 800 of 900 created case files were considered high levels of human 

trafficking.  A child forced into sex slavery is, on average, only 12 years old.  

 

The bill enhances penalties on human traffickers and those who benefit from this illicit trade, rather than the older practice of 

punishing the victim.  Due to bi-partisan support, and our engagement with legislators, the bill was signed into law by 

Governor Wolf on February 5, and is now Act 1 of 2020. 

 

Telemedicine – Another bill which we closely monitored was the Telemedicine Act (Senate Bill 857, sponsored by Senator 

Elder Vogel), which creates video-conferencing capabilities for certain doctor visits.  The program is quite popular, especially 

in rural areas, where access to a primary physician may be limited, and for its obvious flexibility with scheduling.  While the 

bill enjoyed wide support, certain groups pushed to include the dispensation of medical abortions, utilizing dangerous drugs 

such as Mifeprex, which is a strictly-regulated drug on the FDA REMS list (a drug safety protocol). 

 

The bill was improved to exclude such dangerous abortion drugs from being allowed to be dispensed via telemedicine.  It’s 

important to note that the bill would not curtail abortions, or even availability of the medications, only its use through video-

conferencing sessions.  As improved, the bill passed a concurrence vote in the Senate on April 21, however largely along 

party lines.  Unfortunately, despite our best efforts to flood our elected officials with correspondence sharing our views on 

the bill, Governor Wolf vetoed it on April 29. 

                                                                                                                                  Continued on Next Page 
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From the Desk of 

DAVID J. BLOOMER,  Director for Legislative Affairs  

(Continued from Prior Page) 

 

Protecting Victims of Attempted Abortion – Our efforts to curtail abortion was handled mostly on the federal level so far this 

year.  On these matters, I alerted our brothers on important pro-life legislation under consideration by the United States 

Congress.  These two bills have the potential to significantly restructure how an unborn child is considered in both medicine 

and the law: a pain-sensitive human being that needs care and protection in such a vulnerable state. 

 

The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (S.311, sponsored by Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska) requires that any 

health care practitioner present during a botched abortion, that results in a live birth, must exercise the same degree of 

professional skill, care, and diligence to preserve the life and health of the child as a reasonably diligent and conscientious 

health care practitioner would render to any other child born alive at the same gestational age.  Unfortunately, the bill failed 

to clear a cloture motion (56 “yea” votes, of 60 needed) to proceed to a final vote on the bill. 

 

The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act (S.3275, sponsored by Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina) prohibits 

late abortion on unborn babies after 20 weeks gestation/22 weeks of development, a stage that is recognized as the threshold 

at which the baby can feel pain.  Several studies indicate that babies in their mid-second trimester respond to invasive 

procedures performed at 18-20 weeks with elevated heart rate and increased stress.  Additionally, studies have shown that 

these late-term abortions also pose significant risks to maternal health.  Unfortunately, the bill also failed to clear a cloture 

motion (53 “yea” votes, of 60 needed) to proceed to a final vote on the bill. 

 

Throughout the year, I have been blessed to work with several colleagues who buttressed our efforts.  One was our Worthy 

State Deputy, Mark L. Jago, who agreed to take on a more proactive role by contacting our state legislators.  I have also 

worked closely with Eric Failing, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, as well as social-issue coalition 

allies at the Pennsylvania Family Council. Brother Joseph Murphy and Brother Michael Yakubick, our State Program 

Director, also provided a great opportunity to discuss these issues on Knight Talk on Holy Family Radio. 

 

In the months ahead, I plan to continue to build upon the professional relationships started with the Pennsylvania Catholic 

Conference, and other groups who share our views and passions on Catholic social teachings.  I also plan on cultivating the 

connections made with my brother Knights, whose support and activities in contacting our officeholders stands as a 

testament to the strength and passion of the Knights of Columbus here in Pennsylvania. 

 

Quite simply, we are known throughout the commonwealth as a dedicated and informed organization, ready to put our faith 

and our principles on the line when it matters most.  None of this is possible without your continued help. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Fraternally, 

 

David J. Bloomer,  Director of Legislative Affairs 
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From the Desk of 

WAYNE S. FREET, PSD, FVSM 

Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman 
 

Venerable Servant of God Fr. McGivney to be Beatified 

 

My Brother Knights, the Knights of Columbus established the Fr. McGivney Guild to promote the cause of 
canonization of our founder, Venerable Servant of God Fr. Michael J. McGivney. The goal of the Guild is to 
spread the good word about his holiness of life, to encourage devotion to his memory, and to seek his intercession 
before the throne of God.  We can find information on his life and works by accessing the website at 
www.fathermcgivney.org.  We can also report any favors attributed to his intercession at guild@kofc.org.  The 
Guild plays an important role in making Fr. McGivney better know and spreading the word about his powerful 
intercession. 

 
Fr. McGivney’s cause for sainthood officially opened in 1997 in the Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut.  The 
Fr. McGivney Guild was instituted in 1998 and the first Pennsylvania Guild Chairman was named, Past State 
Deputy Joseph J. Kadas   Joe served in that position until June, 2018.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our Past State Deputy for his twenty years of dedicated service.  Joe would make his report at the various meetings 
and would always finish by saying “it will happen, but we know not when”. 

 
On, May 27, 2020 the Vatican announced that Pope Francis has approved a miracle attributed to our founder.  Fr. 
McGivney will now be called Blessed.  What great news!  Our prayers have been answered.  But we still need to 
be vigilant in our cause.  We still need another miracle for Fr. McGivney to be canonized. 

 
I would like to thank our 5,800 plus Guild members in Pennsylvania for their dedication and prayers to Fr. 
McGivney and his cause for sainthood.  But as you can see our Guild members are not matching our state 
membership numbers.  We should build on this great  news of father’s beatification, and once again increase our 
efforts in growing membership in the Guild.  I offer the following challenge.  Who will be the first council in PA 
to have all members enrolled in the guild? 

 
I invite you to join the Guild as soon as possible.  Membership in the Guild is open to anyone who wishes to share 
in this mission of making known the life and work of Fr. McGivney and of encouraging devotion to his memory.  
The Guild is anxious to receive reports of favors received through his intercession.  Not only do we need miracles, 
but we also need witnesses to the power of the servant of God’s prayers before the throne of God. 

 
Vivat Jesus, 

 
Wayne S. Freet, PSD, FVSM 

Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org
mailto:guild@kofc.org
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MEMORANDUM  

 TO:    Board of Directors    

  State Deputies  

 FROM:  Carl A. Anderson    

  Supreme Knight  

 DATE:   May 27, 2020  

   

It is with singular joy that I write to share news that, at Roman Noon today, the Holy See announced the formal 

recognition of a miracle attributed to our founder, Venerable Father Michael McGivney.  

 

 With this announcement, a Mass of Beatification will soon be scheduled.   

 

 This joyful news is the culmination of many years of determined effort. I ask for your continued and increased 

prayers as we prepare for the day when our founder will be known as Blessed Michael McGivney.  

 

 The Vatican announcement can be found below:  

Decrees of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints  

On May 26, 2020, the Holy Father Francis received in audience His Eminence Cardinal

 Angelo Becciu,  prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. During the a

udience, the Supreme Pontiff authorized  the same Congregation to promulgate the   

Decrees regarding:  

 

‐ the miracle, attributed to the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God       

Michael McGivney, Diocesan  Priest, Founder of the Order of the Knights of Columbus

born on August 12, 1852 in Waterbury (United  States of America) and died in       

Thomaston (United States of America) on August 14, 1890;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venerable Michael McGivney was the founder of the Knights of Columbus, Now 

the world’s largest Catholic fraternal organization. After studies in 

Canada and the United States, he was ordained to the          

priesthood by Archbishop James Gibbons in Baltimore. He founded the Knights  

of Columbus as mutual aid society, geared especially to working men and    

their families. He was known for his  tireless work among his parishioners. 

He died at the early age of 38 from pneumonia. 
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From the Desk of 

KEN GRUGEL FSA, STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 

STATE COMMUNITY PROGRAMS SUMMARY FOR 2018-2020 

Two years ago in the spring of 2018 the four state Program Directors were introduced to a new programming 

model from Supreme called the “Faith in Action” program.  I thought, “Oh boy, here we go again. Another name 

for the same programs that we have been doing for the past 40 years.” And boy was I wrong! 

The new Faith in Action concept put most of the programs that we were familiar with, along with several new 

ones, in four separate, but related categories. This all made sense to me, I thought, until I had to present it to the 

summer DD seminar. The hands started to go up asking why did Supreme change the tried and true Surge for 

Service format that they all, well most all, understood. After a few months our members were catching on and by 

the end of 2019 most councils were on board with the Faith in Action programming concept. In was clear that our 

programming model would help to recruit younger men and their families to join the Order. They could serve 

their parish, their communities, include their wives and kids in projects, and develop a deeper understanding of 

their faith. What more could a young father want for his family? 

The required program in the Community Program section is Helping Hands. Our councils have done thousands of 

hours of work around their parishes, in the homes of parishioners, assisted at soup kitchens, and assisting the 

less fortunate in their communities. 

Programs to promote faith formation and a spirit of fair play and competition in our youth  are also part of the 

Community agenda. The Soccer Challenge, Free Throw Competition, and  Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest fill 

that role. We have had several International winners in all three of those categories. Due to the Coronavirus 

Pandemic our state Free Throw Competition was cancelled for 2020. 

Our Coats for Kids program provided hundreds of warm coats to needy children across the Commonweath.  

Many councils tide the coat distribution program along with a kids party with Santa in attendance. 

After two years of the Faith in Action program being implemented in our Jurisdiction we were ready to put it into 

action when the Pandemic spread across America. Our Pennsylvania Knights sprang into action with food drive 

collections and distributions. Delivering groceries to shut ins and convents. With Supremes’ initiative 

implementing the Leave No Neighbor Behind Program it all neatly came together because our Brothers 

understood the Helping Hands concept. 

We truly understand and practice that We Are All in this Together! 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your State Community Director along with my two assistants, Chester Young 

and Mike Adams these past two years. I must also thank our State Program Director Mike Yakubick for his never 

ending inspiration and leadership. It was fun working with the three other Faith in Action Directors, John 

Meenan, Don Granatta, and Fran O’Hara. We accomplished so much even though our in person programs were 

cut short by Covid-19. None of our success would have been possible without the outstanding assistance from 

our Regional Program Chairman and our fantastic team of State Officers! 

Vivat Jesus!    Ken Grugel,     State Community Director,  State Deputy-Elect 
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From the Desk of 

JOHN MEENAN, PA STATE LIFE DIRECTOR 

Time flies when you’re having fun! 

It seems like just last week that it was announced that our Order was transitioning from “Surge for Service” to 

“Faith in Action.” 

Yours truly immediately began to Stumble, Trip and Walk into Walls trying to figure out what to do and how to do 

it. But with the help and guidance of a truly remarkable team, we managed to get it done! 

In the short span of two years, this massive organization of almost 2 million Catholic men was able to redirect its’ 

effort to a new, and exciting curriculum. 

And in addition, we have managed to overcome an obstacle of almost Biblical proportions in the form of a 

worldwide pandemic! 

Here are just a few points I’d like to make regarding your performance in the Life program over the past two 

years: 

March for Life – Under the guidance of our Deputy Life Director Gary Damich, we were able to send scores of our 

Brother Knights to Washington DC to march down Constitution Avenue in support of the unborn as well as many 

local marches. As a result of your efforts, the past two years have been replete with legislation making it more 

difficult for the “Culture of Death” gang to continue Satan’s work unchallenged. 

Ultrasound Initiative – Once again, Deputy Director Damich spearheaded the Order’s unceasing efforts to install 

Ultrasound machines throughout the State. The Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus Councils have now donated 49 

machines to pregnancy centers and currently have 5 additional projects ongoing for future installations! Thank 

you, Gary and thank you Brothers! Keep up the good fight. 

Special Olympics – Our Assistant Life Director Dave Spacht has worked tirelessly over the past two years to get 

our new Partnership with Special Olympics off the Launch Pad. Through his efforts and the cooperation of 

Councils throughout the Jurisdiction, Brother Knights have sold wine, tootsie rolls, chocolate medallions and 

many other fund raisers to assist the special athletes and their families. We look forward to this program growing 

exponentially over the coming years. Our thanks to you, Dave. 

Silver Rose – “if you want to get something done, go to a busy man.” That old bromide has never been more 

appropriately proven than by Dave Spacht’s performance with the Silver Rose program. Through his leadership, 

and the cooperation of chairmen throughout the State, we were able to bring the Silver Rose to more parishes 

than ever before. And the prospects for the future look brighter than ever. Our Lady of Guadalupe thanks you, 

Brothers.                                                                                                                            Continued on Next Page 
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From the Desk of 

JOHN MEENAN, PA STATE LIFE DIRECTOR 

 (CONTINUED FROM PRIOR PAGE) 

Novena for Life – As a result of the untiring efforts of our District Deputies, Grand Knights and Councils, literally 

hundreds of Parishes and thousands of Catholic faithful performed nine prayer vigils under the Novena for Life 

banner. There is no doubt that this new “storming of the Gates of Heaven” effort has had a lot to do with the 

successes of the Pro-Life movement in the past two years. 

Christian Refugee Relief; Mass for People with Special Needs; Pregnancy Center Support – We will be re-doubling 

our efforts in these important programs in order to support the Councils who are already active as well as 

Councils who are preparing to become involved in these outstanding programs. As always, should you need 

assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. My contact information is readily available on the 

State website: www.pakofc.us 

I would be remiss if I didn’t take a moment to mention the exceptional work done by our Regional Program 

Chairmen throughout the State; Jim Szoszorek, Ray McLaughlin, Paul Foster, Tony Ream and Mike Goodemote. 

And of course, our tireless State Program Director, Mike Yakubick. 

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to our Amazing State Deputy Mark Jago and his team of Officers Jim Baum, Joe 

Paoletti, Larry Bartkowski and Ron Butkera. State Deputy Jago is the original Energizer Bunny! I have never seen a 

man with the energy and passion he possesses. The State of Pennsylvania was honored to have him at the helm 

for the past two years. 

And in my typical Colombo fashion; “one more thing” – thank you Father D’Emma for your guidance, your 

Spiritual leadership, and mostly for your friendship. 

My Brothers All, you continually make me proud to be able to say “I am a Knight of Columbus.” 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Brother John 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pakofc.us
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From the Desk of 

FRAN O’HARA FSW 

PA STATE FAMILY DIRECTOR 

 

I’d like to thank State Deputy Mark Jago for giving me the opportunity to serve the last two years. It has 

been a pleasure. I’d also like to thank the Family Team of Jack Archer, George Schneider and Alton 

Wise for their help.  Much of our success transforming into the new Faith in Action Model over the last 

two years was facilitated by the leadership of State Program Director Mike Yakubick. Thank you Mike! 

The Highlight of the Fraternal Year for Family Programs is Family of the Year. Congratulations to the 
Family of Matthew and Kelly Reagan of Council 14654. They are highly active in both the Knights of 
Columbus and Saint Benedict Parish in Mohton.  They have 3 children—Bridget, Patrick and John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OF THE YEAR! 



   June 2020                         KEYSTONE KNIGHT                             Page 19 

\ 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of 

FRAN O’HARA FSW 

PA STATE FAMILY DIRECTOR 

I am happy to report the report a new emphasis this year in the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster 
Contest and a surge in the number of Councils participating. Please join me in congratulating this year’s 
winners.  The first place winner is shown for each age group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age 5-7 

First: Lilly Dibble, Council 1807 

Second: Brayden Antonelli, Council 

6440 

Third: Rori Allen, Council 1481 

 

Age 8-10 

First: Noah Aubert, Council 12788 

Second: Eva Martin, Council 6440 

Third: Avery Butler, Council 14654 

 

Age 11-14 

First: William Haring, Council 14397 

Second: Evana Stoffel, Council 6693 

Third: Elizabeth Martinke, Council 

14009 

Council Awards are also presented at this time of the year. Congratulations to Division 1 / Council 2201 / 

District 107, Division 2 / Council 14654 / District 36, Division 3 / Council 4226 / District 116, and Division 4 / 

Council 3907 / District 124.  The Supreme Award for Family went to Council 12788 / District 86 for their Keep 

Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. 
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From the Desk of 

DON GRANATA 

PA STATE FAITH DIRECTOR 

 

A Common Parish Priest 
   The Venerable Father McGivney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the biography, Parish Priest, a common parish priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, finds himself serving his 
parishioners during the time when Catholics were persecuted and often with the death of a bread winner families 
ended out on the street.  Out of his love for his fellow Catholics, this Apostle of Christ with an uncommon inner 
strength and vision brought together in the basement of St Mary’s in New Haven a band of common men.  This 
small band of faithful Brothers, who stood shoulder to shoulder, guided by this holy hero, realized the need to 
provide for the families of his parishioners, created the Knights of Columbus.  We are an organization, formed in 
unity and fraternity, whose chief principle is Charity, which has grown to two million strong, who stand, shoulder 
to shoulder, in solidarity with our Lord, Church, Family and community.  This common Parish Priest whom we will 
soon refer to as Blessed, is a step closer to Sainthood. 
 
Is it not ironic that he died of Pneumonia caused by the Asian Flu, in the prime of his life, and today, during this 
Pandemic, he will soon be recognized as Blessed Father McGivney, one last step closer to Sainthood? 
 
My Brothers, we are called to continue his legacy by standing shoulder to shoulder with your Brother Knights 
strong in unity, fraternity and charity.  A charity that is not only the giving of money, but also exhibits the love of 
those in need as reflected by our Founder, The Uncommon Father Michael J. McGivney.  Please also consider 
joining the Father McGivney Guild and pray for his Canonization.  All family members are welcome to join. 
 
Father Michael J. McGivney Pray for Us 
 
Don Granata  

Faith Director  
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Chance Of A Lifetime 

2020 COAL Drawing Fact Sheet 

16 Great Prizes - $65,000 

  Cash Equivalent Offered for All Prizes 
 

Payment Dates (Based on Postmarks) and Bonuses   

All books paid for after April 1, 2020 cost $3.50 per book ($.25 discount) 
June 1, 2020 - $.25 rebate for each book of stubs received 

July 23, 2020 - $1.00 per book bonus rebated for all books sold over the 2018  

Checks must accompany all books or stubs not paid for in advance. Checks must be postmarked on 

or before the Bonus Date to qualify. 

Special Instructions 

Checks should be drawn to “State Council Charities” and sent to one of the addresses below;  

  Fran O’Hara, 524 Lindsay Street, Ridley Park, PA 19078 

  Joe Caromano, 1906 Robinson Avenue, Havertown, PA 19083 

Postage must be prepaid, Collect shipments will not be accepted. Sold books can also be delivered in 

person to Mater Dei Council Hall, 327 Newtown Street Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073 on dates to be 

announced 

For questions or special delivery times, contact Fran O’Hara 610 733 1812 / fran@ridleypa.us  or Joe 
Caromano 610 449 4778 / joecaromano@verizon.net.  

Drawing July 23, 2020 – 8:00 PM 

Mater Dei Hall, 327 Newtown Street Road,(Route 252) 

Newtown Square, PA 

TICKET HOLDERS NEED NOT BE PRESENT                  NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 

Game of Chance License # 1762 

 

Coming soon - July 23, 2020 

mailto:fran@ridleypa.us
mailto:joecaromano@verizon.net
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2019 – 2020 Greensburg Diocese Accomplishments  
My year is drawing to an end in June as the Membership Chairman but what a year it has been for 
all of our Brothers in the Greensburg Diocese. There are so many people to thank for their 
support and hard work. To our State Deputy Mark Jago and our State Chaplain Father D’Emma, 
thank you for your support and hard work, all of us in the Diocese appreciate your leadership. To 
Lawrence Barkowski, State Advocate, thank you for your help and guidance. Your leadership has 
been a true example to all of us. To Jack Rosati, State Membership Director, your hard work, 
dedication, leadership and guidance has been a inspiration to all of us. To all the District Deputies 
in the Diocese, I thank you for your hard work and cooperation in reaching our goals this year. 
You have made me very proud to be your Membership Chairman and without your dedication, 
determination and help we wouldn’t have been able to overcome the many obstacles we faced 
together. I am very proud to be working with all of you. To all our Grand Knights, Financial 
Secretaries and Council Officers I thank you for your hard work in making the Order so 
successful. 

Our big accomplishment this year was to develop the first Exemplification Team to do the new 
Exemplification in a church in Pennsylvania in January 2020. 82 individuals were in attendance 
with many dignitaries, State Deputy and many State Directors, Chairman, DD’s, etc. Below is a 
picture of the Exemplification Team with our State Deputy. 

In the picture above—Left to right: Tom Pearson, Michael Burkitt, Don Granada, Father Matthew 
Morelli, State Deputy  Mark Jago, Eric Harris and Jeffery Peterinelli. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom Pearson,  Membership Chairman—Greensburg Diocese 
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From the Desk of 

David E. Kern, FDD, PGK 

Harrisburg Diocese Membership Director 
 

 

Dear Brother Knights, 

 

My Brothers in Christ it has been my honor for the past two years to you as the Harrisburg Diocese 
Membership Chairman.  Our success is due to your efforts and many long hours of dedicated 
service to the Order.  I wish at this time to sincerely Thank each and every one of you and your 
councils and all of their members and ladies for their outstanding efforts. 

 

Leaders know that without those that serve they would not be able to complete the many missions 
alone.  We as a team have done great things and I know that in the future through your continued 
endeavors will obtain even greater successes. 

 

Again on behalf of my Lady Judy and myself I Thank ALL of you for your support in the past and 
wish you well in the future 

 

Thank You for all that you do. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

SK David E. Kern, FDD, PGK 

Harrisburg Diocese Membership Director 
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I would like to thank all the District Deputies of the Central West Region (Erie Diocese) for 

their efforts this last fraternal year.  The job of District Deputy can be very challenging due to the 

various responsibilities and individuals that one has to work with.  There is always something to do 

and as a Former District Deputy said, “the DD job always keeps you hopping.”   

Special recognition is due to Joe Kubiak (DD 105), David Johnston (DD 97) and David Spacht 

(DD 93) for their leadership in membership growth.  Lew Nordin (DD 101) should also be 

recognized for serving as Erie Chapter President.  His leadership after the tragic events of a fire at a 

day care center in Erie mobilized many Councils in the area to focus our mission of Charity.  David 

Spacht also deserves recognition for serving “double duty.”  As State Assistant Life Director, he 

worked very hard to communicate various events for the March for Life and Special Olympics.  

Grand Knight, Greg Sweigard and the members of Council 11454, Our Lady of Peace should be 

commended for completing a $35,000 Parish Pavilion.  This has been discussed as a Council project 

for over twenty years.  When you go the PA Knights of Columbus web site, you can see construction 

from back in November being done. 

I wish to thank State Community Director and State Deputy-Elect, Dr. Ken Grugel for his 

constant assistance and mentoring of the future leaders of the Order.  Finally, Worthy State 

Secretary, James Bahm has done so much these last two fraternal years locally and state-wide.  His 

leadership is a true blessing.  May God continue to bless the efforts of the Knights of Columbus and 

may He bless us individually with courage to tell our story of why we joined the Knights of 

Columbus so that we all may continue to grow this fine organization. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Doug Fleming 

Diocesan Membership Chairman – Erie East 

 

 

 

 

R

 

CENTRAL WEST DD RECOGNITION 
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The Allentown Diocese did well this year. We attended the first of the State's men's conference in 

November, 2019 . The conference was attended by over 800 Catholic men from the diocese of 

Allentown. DD Dennis Sullivan #63 and his team of Grand Knights assisted Diocesan Chairman 

Gerard Judge in settin up a very impressive display which attracted many men to its message of 

fraternity and service. DMC Gerard Judge reported over seventeen men filled out online interest 

with several of those joining the order within the next few months. This action enabled two of his 

Councils in his district to obtain Star Council status.  DD #62 Jim Hoffmann was successful in 

inspiring several of his Councils to answer the call of Knights In Action with several of his Councils 

organizing and promoting vital food drives to help members of the Allentown Diocese that were 

experiencing unemployment and financial difficulty due to the pandemic. Several Councils within 

his district were instrumental in assisting their parishes with all requirements necessary to reopen 

their churches. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Jerry Judge, PGK, FDD 

Allentown Diocesan Membership Chairman 

 
 

 

R

 

ALLENTOWN DIOCESAN  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT 

 

 

 

The picture to the left shows knights from 

Councils 345 Easton and 3862 who 

volunteered at a area food pantry.  This 

shows Council dedication in people’s  time of 

need during COVID-19   
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Knights Of Columbus Father Joseph D. Gallagher Council #3673  

Continues to Support the Holy Trinity Community During COVID-19 Pandemic 

The Knights of Columbus Father Joseph D. Gallagher Council #3673 continue to support Holy Trinity Parish 
through Faith in Action, Life, and Community programs during the COVID-19 global pandemic.  

R

 

Contactless Collections and Holy Hour Livestream for Life: The Council 

continued the Contactless Collection program where Parishioners are able to come 

into Church during normal Saturday Vigil and Sunday morning Mass times for 

individual prayer. As Brother Knights stand guard during these open Church times, 

the Council invited Parishioners to bring canned goods and non-perishable food 

items for the Holy Trinity Food Pantry and donations to continue the vital operations 

of Holy Trinity Parish. Additionally, during two (2) weekends in May, the Council 

hosted a special collection for the Legacy of Life Foundation, soliciting donations of 

of baby goods to choice for the life of her unborn child. Further, the Council provided Parishioners a Livestream of 

the Exposition of the Holy Eucharist through Facebook Live, where Parishioners were encouraged to say the 

Rosary to foster a culture of life in our Parish, homes, and community.support women in crisis make the one right  

Parish Families Virtually Dance 
the Night Away! 

 

Parish Family Zoom Dance Party: A Virtual Parish Family Dance Party was 
hosted by the Council in early May, with the help of DJ Mike Menschner of M 
Entertainment! Parishioners were invited to a Zoom Party where families were 

able to virtually get together dance the night away! Music for kids of all ages 
allowed families to spend time together, and with friends, to take a break from the  
stay home orders across the State.  

Our Council Loves  

Our School! 

Teacher Appreciation Celebration: To kick-off Teacher Appreciation Week, the 
Council organized a parade to celebrate the Holy Trinity School Teachers. The 

Teachers and their families were greeted by Brother Knights and their families who 
cheered and showed their appreciation for all that the teachers do, especially during 
these trying times. Music played and some of their students cheered to allow them to 

take a Victory Lap for all that they do for the children and Parish. 

HTS Principal Elaine 
McDowell and Vice-Principal 

Jeffrey McCusker show off 
certificates of Appreciation 

from the Council. 

Teachers each received a $10 Dunkin gift card, their choice of a goodie from our 

snack basket, and a heart-shaped balloon because they represent the big heart in the 

little school! Teaches were also greeted by Grand Knight Joseph Pargola and 

Deputy Grand Knight James King who expressed the thanks of the entire Parish 

and presented each teacher a Certificate of Appreciation for all of their hard work 

and dedication to Holy Trinity. The Council continues to work to exemplify the 

virtues that the Knights of Columbus are built upon by providing  moral, spiritual, 

and financial support to the Parish during this pandemic  

Knights organized a Socially Distant Celebration for the Holy Trinity School Teachers to kick-off Teacher Appreciation 
Week. Brother Knights and their families welcomed and cheered on Holy Trinity Teachers and their families. Brother 
Knights lined the alleyway between the School and the Children’s Cottage and spelled out the words “THANK YOU” on the 
back of their cars.  

https://www.legacyoflifefoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/KOC3673/videos/263381154779307/
https://www.facebook.com/mentertainmentdjs
https://www.facebook.com/mentertainmentdjs
https://www.facebook.com/KOC3673/videos/701242350418658/
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 14880 DONATES 

$1,000 IN GIFT CARDS FOR AREA RESTAURANTS TO 

EXETER AND CENTRAL BERKS POLICE 

 

e

a

c

Saint Catharine of Siena Council #14880 in District #36. In the picture presenting the checks for $ 

500.00 each is Deputy Grand Knight John Castagna,FDD to Exeter police officer Sargent David 

Behm and Central Berks Police Chief Ray Serafin at the Exeter Township police offices.  The 

Council wanted to express their thanks to the departments for their work during the coronavirus 

emergency.   
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 St. Jude Council 6440, in Mountain Top, PA, held a 
drive-through Food Collection Drive to benefit the 
Mountain Top Food Bank on Saturday, June 6, 2020  

The Knights had 22 volunteers who directed traffic, unloaded vehicles and provided support at the 
event.  Since the county just moved to the Yellow status in their community, the knights quickly mobilized 
their team, coordinated with the Pastor and Food Bank officials and advertised using Facebook and all the 
neighborhood groups to which they belong.  

The response from the community was wonderful. Over 80 cars came through with donations.  They filled 
the beds of four pick-up trucks with groceries collected.  They also collected over $1,000 in cash donations 
as well. 
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WELCOME  

Mary Queen of Peace 

Knights of Columbus Council 

in Douglassville, Pa. 

 
 

 

The picture above shows the members of the newly formed “Mary Queen of Peace” Knights of Columbus 

Council in Douglassville, Pa.  This new council is part of the Immaculate Conception parish 

community.  They held their first meeting after their First Degree Exemplification on November 7th in the 

parish center.  From left to right are seated Randell Kriczky, Greg Raser, Ronald Krawlzik, Mark Jago,  

State Deputy, Msgr. John McCann, Chaplain and Pastor, David Emerick, Janssen Herb, Nicholas Kieffer, 

Stephen Cava.  Second row Robert Gray, Todd Newman, Ernie Kieffer, Vincent Sumoski, Gary Kubovcsak, 

James Craft IV, Christopher Trout, John Kusznir, William Palmer, William Fatora, District Deputy #29, 

Victor Gonzalez  
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SAINT JUDE THE APOSTLE COUNIL 11313 

ASSISTS THEIR BROTHERS 

 

 

St. Jude the Apostle Council 11313 in Erie, PA and Farmers Insurance sponsored a successful parish food collection. They raised a great 

amount of money for St Jude Cares Initiative which helps families who are struggling through this Covid-19 epidemic. Also, through 

generous donations they were also able to fill two box trucks full of contributions for our local food pantry! This is exactly what it means 

to build community while helping the community.   
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COUNCIL 4050 CREATES PRAYER BANNERS 

 

Here is just one of the banners erected by Council 4050 in their area. This one happens to be in front of 

Holy Trinity Parish in Egypt.  IS learned last evening that people have been seen reading and praying in front of 

these banners. Council 4050 is definitely making an impact leaving no neighbor behind with their charity and their 

messaging.  This is the stuff Double Star Councils do.  

 

Submitted by Dennis Sullivan DD63  
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2020 STATE CONVENTION PRESS RELEASE 
 

The Pennsylvania State Council of the Knights of Columbus 122nd  annual state convention was opened on Saturday, May 16, 

2020 by our State Deputy Mark L. Jago at 11:30 am.    The convention was to take place in Pittsburgh, PA but due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic it had to be done virtually.   The meeting began with a prayer from our State Chaplain Father Gregory 

D’Emma. 

 

State Deputy Mark Jago explained the order of business which will be conducted.   He explained that the minutes of the 2019 

State Convention, and reports of Boards, Committees, Chapters, Officers, resolutions, and the proposed Budget for the next 

fraternal year were distributed prior and are available on the state website. The goal was to complete all required business. 

 

The following Committees were announced.  The State Secretary and State Treasurer served on the Credentials Committee.  

Past State deputy Edward R. Ferraro, Esq served as Parliamentarian.  Former State Secretary and Public Relations Director 

Rick Terroni and District Deputy and Hispanic/Ethnic Development Assistant Coordinator East Carlos Medina served on the 

Press Committee. 

 

An audio message from Supreme Knight Carl  Anderson was given.  The Supreme Knight said he felt that Knights are 

remaining true to the principles of our Order – “Where there is a need – there is a Knight”.  As leaders of the jurisdiction of 

Pennsylvania, knights need to show how to assist others.  For the “No Neighbor Left Behind”, the Supreme Knight suggested 

contacting knights in our Councils to see what they need.  He explained some of the things that Supreme Council has done to 

assist with efforts in combatting the COVID-19 virus. 

 

The State Deputy then called on our Supreme Representative to the Convention, Supreme Secretary Michael J. O’Connor for 

his remarks.  The Supreme Secretary explained that Pennsylvania needs just over 160 new members to make the Circle of 

Honor.  The Supreme Secretary mentioned that as Catholic Men of the Knights of Columbus – we are leaders that people can 

count on and trust – “Knights get the work done!”. 

 

General Agent Mark Stice gave the Agency Report.   The Pennsylvania Field Agent of the Year – Jon Deakin – is from the Stice 

Agency. 

 

State Secretary James Bahm gave the credentials report.  There were 208 voting delegates.  The breakdown is as follows: 

 6 State Officers 

 1 Immediate Past State Deputy 

 9 Past State Deputies 

 192 Delegates 

 

The minutes from the 2019 state convention were approved.                                      

 

As previously explained the reports of committees and the reports of state officers were distributed prior to the 

convention and the State Deputy explained that without objection they will be accepted and will be included as 

part of the minutes. 

                                                                                                                                                         CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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2020 STATE CONVENTION PRESS RELEASE  (cont.) 
 State Advocate Lawrence Barkowski gave a report for the Resolutions Committee.  The Committee consisted of State 

Community Director Ken Grugel FSA, Mike Kish FSA, DD Ed Trevan, DD Guiseppe Satiro, FDD Bill Hilderhoff and  Assistant 

Family Director George Schneider.   Resolution 1 was withdrawn.  It had to do with honorariums payable to priests and altar 

boys for the memorial and convention mass which was not held.  Resolutions 2 through 9 supported various persons of the 

church and order and was accepted by the committee.  Resolution 9 dealt with a State Council Per Capita increase of 3 

percent to begin in June 2010.  This was approved by the Committee and approved by the convention floor.  Resolutions 11 

and 12 were submitted by St. Benedict and St. Albert the Great Council and dealt with included permanent deacons as part of 

the RSVP rebate.  The committee felt that this would cause an additional monetary expenditure to Supreme Council and was 

rejected and it was rejected by the convention floor. 

 

The next order of business was election of the following state officers for the 2019-2020 fraternal year. The following knights 

were nominated and elected: 

 State Secretary   -     Raymond J. McLaughlin 

 State Treasurer  -     Michael P. Lynch 

 State Advocate  -     George F. Schneider 

 State Warden               -     Anthony J. Ream 

The next order of business was nominations and elections of delegates to the 2020 Supreme Convention which is scheduled 

to take place in August in Washington, DC.  The State Deputy and Immediate State Deputy are automatically delegates.  State 

Warden Ron Butkera did the nominations.  Four insurance delegates were nominated and elected.  They were: 

 

James Bahm Arthur L. Bobbouine Jeffrey Peterinelli David Simms 

 

Four associate member delegates were nominated and elected.  They were: 

 

John Drzik  Mark Dusing  Brian Hallock  Nicholas Marcantonio, Jr. 

 

Four alternate insurance delegates were nominated and elected.  They were: 

 

Kenneth Rettger Andrew Smith      Dennis Sullivan David E. Woods 

 

Four alternate associate member delegates were nominated and elected.  They were: 

 

Adrian Gordon  Herb Kemmer, Jr     Mark Kochanowsky Anthony Ream 

 

The next order of business was nomination and election of State Deputy.  State Community Director  Kenneth F. Grugle, PHD was 

nominated and elected.     State Treasurer Joseph Paoletti presented the budget for the next fraternal year with the 3 percent per capita 

increase.  The budget was voted upon and accepted.  The State Deputy announced the 2019 family of the year.  They are Matthew and 

Kelly Reagon from Council 14654.   The State Deputy released all Committees and congratulated the State Officers Elected.  He announced 

that our Chaplain Father Gregory D’Emma will celebrate 50 years as a priest.  The 2021 State Convention will be May 21, 2021 in State 

College, PA.  The virtual Convention concluded at 1 pm with a prayer from our State Chaplain. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Henry “Rick” Terroni FSS ,  State Public Relations Chairman 

Carlos Medina, Hispanic/Ethnic Development Assistant Coordinator, East 
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 PA STATE COUNCIL 2018-2020 

A Big Thank You for a job well done goes out to State Deputy Mark Jago and his team of officers and 

directors and their wives.  Thank You for continuing to grow the order in the State of Pennsylvania and 

continuing to provide leadership during times that have been very challenging.  Please accept our 

appreciation!   Pictured in the back row from left to right are:  State Membership Director Jack Rosati,  

State Warden Ron Butkera, State Treasurer Joe Paoletti, State Secretary Jim Bahm, State Deputy Mark 

Jago, State Chaplain Rev. (COL) Gregary J. D’Emma, Immediate Past State Deputy Charlie Vagnarelli, State 

Advocate Larry Barkowski, Administrative Assistant Stan Glowaski, and State Program Director Mike 

Yakubick.  Pictured in the front row are the ladies of the State of PA from left to right:  Irene Rosati, 

Annette Butkera, Wendy Bahm, Janis Jago, Jean Vagnarelli, Kathy Barkowski, Anna Marie Glowaski, and 

Alexis Yakubick. 


