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FOUNDA

TION OF 

COLUMBIANISM-THE FOUNDATION OF THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 

My Brother Knights and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 

 

 The 137th Annual Supreme Convention in Minneapolis was a tremendous and unique experience.  During the 

opening session, the delegates were asked to bestow a posthumous membership upon Kendrick Castillo, which we 

did by acclamation.  Kendrick was the student who was killed saving his classmates at STEM School Highlands Ranch, 

near Denver this past May 7th.  I was privileged and honored to nominate my good friend and Supreme Secretary 

Michael J. O’Connor for reappointment as Supreme Director.  Another high point was for Janis and me to receive a 

Supreme Award for New Council Development, on behalf our jurisdiction.  The Supreme Knight also unveiled the 

Order’s two new programs, Adopt-a-Parish and the Native American Initiative.  You will hear more about these in 

coming issues.  I want to publicly acknowledge and thank State Online Membership Director Jerry Wood and his wife, 

Tiva, for a terrific job in preparing our hospitality room for the many visitors from throughout the Order.  Special 

thanks to DD # 53 Frank Socha for transporting the Pennsylvania goodies.  State Chaplain Father (COL) Gregory 

D’Emma concelebrated every convention Mass.  In addition, he had the opportunity to concelebrate with Archbishop 

Bernard Hebda at the Cathedral of St. Paul. 

 

In this issue, you will find more information about important programs which need your attention, the Family of the 

Month and Refund Support Vocation Program (RSVP).  These two programs are vital parts of our effort to Build the 

Domestic Church.  Every council should recognize the outstanding examples of active, charitable Catholic Families 

within our communities and participate in the material and spiritual support of our seminarians.  They need our 

prayers, encouragement, and especially our financial support, now that the school year has started.  At this difficult 

time, it would be unforgiveable to allow a young man to abandon his vocation because he can’t afford to attend the 

seminary.  The new school term has started.  The holiday season is quickly approaching.  Please, mail your RSVP 

checks NOW!                                                                                                                                  Continued on Next Page!                                                    

 

We have just completed the First Quarter of our Second Fraternal Year.  There remains 

a lot of work to do and not a lot of time in which to do it.  Before you realize it, you will 

be preparing Thanksgiving Dinner and celebrating Christmas.  The time between now 

and then will pass quickly.   We have regional training sessions in progress.  Soon, we 

will be conducting our Soccer Challenge.  We will have another year of the Marian 

Icon.  Hopefully, we will have another successful year of conducting our Faith In Action 

Programs, growing the Order, and performing numerous works of service and charity. 
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   2019-2020    STATE FAMILY 
 

STATE CHAPLAIN 

Rev. (COL) Gregory j. D’Emma 

717-701-8207 

STATE DEPUTY 

Mark Jago, FIC (Janis) 

   717-514-4993                   

  Statedeputy@pakofc.us 

STATE SECRETARY 

James Bahm (Wendy) 

814-572-0225 

statesecretary@pakofc.us 

STATE TREASURER 

Joseph S. Paoletti                                                             

610-604-4755 

statetreasurer@pakofc.us  

STATE ADVOCATE 

Lawrence R. Barkowski (Kathy) 

724-882-1422 

Stateadvocate@pakofc.us  

STATE WARDEN 

Bernard R. Butkera (Annette)  

570-743-8241 

statewarden@pakofc.us 

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY 

Charles J. Vagnarelli (Jean) 

724-239-3673 

finance@pakofc.us                                       

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Stanley Glowaski (Anna Marie) 

724-239-3673 

adminassistant@pakofc.us                              

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Jack A. Rosati (Irene) 

724-745-3246 

statemembership@pakofc.us 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Michael N. Yakubick (Alexis) 

717-329-2725 

stateprograms@pakofc.us 

STATE DEPUTY REPORT (CONTINUED) 

Recruiting is every member’s responsibility.  The new Online Membership Program 

and the Electronic Prospect Page has made the process much easier.  Now you can 

use your Smartphone and sign-up a member on the spot.  This program is doing very 

well, but WE NEED MORE DEGREES and MORE CANDIADATES.  We are a little behind 

in our membership goal, at present.  I know that I can count on you to catch up, in the 

next quarter.  Remember, all it takes to recruit a new member is for you to JUST ASK. 

 

St. Michael Protect Us. 

Fr. McGivney Pray for Us. 

Our Lady Help of the Persecuted Christians Pray for Us. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Mark L. Jago, FIC 

State Deputy. 
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ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR THE OCTOBER 2019 EDITION OF THE KEYSTONE 

KNIGHT ARE DUE SEPTEMBER 27, 2019.  SEND THEM TO:  rickterroni@comcast.net 

LET’S SHOW EVERYONE WHAT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IN THE STATE OF 

PENNSYLVANIA ARE DOING!  PLEASE TRY TO SEND A PICTURE WITH YOUR ARTICLE! 

 

 

118 Councils in PA Receive Supreme Awards! 

I am pleased to announce that 118 of our councils will be receiving 
Supreme Awards for the 2018-2019 FY.  Of these, 16 Councils 
satisfied all of the requirements for Star Council, a truly exceptional 
achievement.  
 
My congratulations to the District Deputies, Grand Knights, and 
Members of these councils for demonstrating the highest example of 
charity and service through our Faith In Action Programs.  
 
Mark Jago, FIC  
State Deputy  
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From the Desk of 

Jack Rosati 

Pa State Membership Director 

Dear Brother Knights, 

 

As I write this article we are in the midst of Grand Knight and Financial Secretary 
training all around the jurisdiction.  The East started us out and has completed most 
of their training sessions.  The West Region has finished their 4 training sessions and 
tonight, will complete the scheduled training sessions in the Central East.  Central 
West and North East will be the final regions that our Supreme Training 
Representative had on their schedules.  I have seen great learning opportunities for 
these new and seasoned council officers.  The response from those council officers 
attending, have been positive and enthusiastic.  I’d like to thank everyone who made 
the effort to attend.   

One of the themes discussed during these sessions is that we need to continue 
working towards the GROWTH of our councils.  How can we insure that this great 
order that Father McGivney started in 1882 will still be strong and relevant in the 
future.  The Faith in Action programs are the key.  It’s been said that people are not so 
much motivated by what we say as they are by what we do.  Our programs will 
motivate men of good will to join our order.  Do the programs, invite everyone to 
participate, and then ask those that witnessed your program to help you with the 
next one.  This model is working.  Give it a try.  

Please continue your prayers for the success our order.   Pray for the beatification of 
our founder and let’s continue to pray for each other.   

 

Thank You for all that you do. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Jack Rosati 

Pennsylvania State Membership Director 

 

C
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 

 
Brothers, 
 
I had an opportunity to attend several of the training sessions presented by Steve Cohen, PSD, Regional Training Director.  He and 

Regional Growth Director, Eric Johnson, PSD are crisscrossing our state bringing new ideas, reinforcing proven ones and most 

importantly, interacting with our District Deputies, Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and members of the Councils. In addition, our 

State Deputy, Mark Jago, FIC, Membership Director Jack Rosati and myself, spoke on the State, growth and programs. 

That’s the GOOD news, unfortunately, there were far fewer attendees then there should have been, that’s the BAD news. 

Knowledge of are Order, State, Councils goals become power to our members.  Understanding where we are going as an organization 

makes it far easier for members to get involved and stay involved. 

One of the comments Jack made during his presentation concerned the Supreme Knight’s comment concerning “changing lives—saving 

lives” which we do in our outreach; but Jack brought it “closer to home”, bringing our members to HEAVEN.   Think about it, our 

programs, our fraternity should increase our Faith, bringing us closer to Our Lord, that alone should be the incentive to remain a Knight 

and desire all Catholic men to be one of us. 

BE A BETTER MAN!   BE A BETTER CATHOLIC!  

BE THE KNIGHT YOU PLEDGED TO BE! 

As we end the first quarter of the Fraternal Year, review your growth goals, your program goals, your Insurance goals, has your Council 

exceeded 25%?  Attend the training offered for “Knowledge is Power”!  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Yakubick 

Program Director 

 

 

 

 

C
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Faith in Action –  

Keep Christ in Christmas Program  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I feel like I’m working in a department store, talking about Christmas in September but it is time for Councils to start 

planning. Knights of Columbus Keep Christ in Christmas programs encourage a shift from a preoccupation with 

materialism to the light of Christ and the spirit of giving.  PA State Program Activities emphasize efforts that best suit 

the parish and community.  

Assistant Family Director George Schneider, Jr. is leading efforts to help Councils promote the real meaning of 

Christmas through banners and sales of Religious Christmas Cards and other items. Information is available at the PA 

State Council website http://pakofc.us/programs/family/kcic/index.html. 

We are also bringing back the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. Poster should be approximately 11x17 inches. 
Contest entrants compete in one of three age groups — ages 5 through 7, ages 8 through 10 and 11 through 14. 
Winning posters must be received by the State Council by January 15, 2020. Details on District and Regional Contests 
will be distributed shortly. Family Director Fran O’Hara, FSW will be leading this effort.  
 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Kits can be ordered through Supplies online, which can be accessed in the 
officers Portal. 
 
For more Information; 

 

Family Director - East Fran & Patty O'Hara, FSW kofcfamily@ridleypa.us 610 461 5167 

Deputy Family Director - CW Jack Archer happyjack45@hotmail.com 814 378 5624 

Assistant Family Director - W Alton Wise a_b_wise@comcast.net 412 734 1626 
Assistant Family Director - NE George Schneider, Jr george-100@comcast.net 570 310 4105 

 

https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/keep-christ-in-christmas.html#/
http://pakofc.us/programs/family/kcic/index.html
mailto:kofcfamily@ridleypa.us
mailto:happyjack45@hotmail.com
mailto:a_b_wise@comcast.net
mailto:george-100@comcast.net
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                Fran O’Hara, FSW, Chairman                                                Joe Caromano, FST, Administrative Assistant                                                                                                                                               
                (610) 461-5167                                                                        (610) 449-4778 
                fran@ridleypa.us                                                                     mailto:joecaromano@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chance Of A Lifetime (COAL) 
The State Deputy wanted to move the COAL Drawing to the Spring so we wouldn’t need to compete with so many other Knights of 

Columbus, Parish and School Events. We have done so and are looking for a banner year. 

This year’s drawing will be at 8:00 PM on Thursday April 30, 2020 at Mater Dei Council in Newtown Square. There will still be 16 
great prizes and there will be a cash option available to all winners. The COAL Program funds the State Scholarship Program and is 
also a Risk Free opportunity for councils to raise money. Ticket distribution is scheduled for early January, but we will try to honor 
requests for early tickets in the fall. Stay tuned for updates. If you have not already ordered tickets, please fill out the form below and 
send it to fran@ridleypa.us or Fran O’Hara, 524 Lindsay Street, Ridley Park, PA 19078. 

 

mailto:fran@ridleypa.us
mailto:joecaromano@verizon.net
mailto:fran@ridleypa.us
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Faith in Action –  

Family of the Month Program  

 

 

 

 
How often do you see a Family participating in a Church or Council event, and see a Family that models Christian Family 

values? You probably have some nice thoughts about them and let it go. 

The Knights of Columbus provides an opportunity to honor that family though our Faith in Action Family of the Month Program. 

The Program honors a Council or Parish family that models Christian family values. Family of the Month can be any Family in 

the Parish. They do not need to have to be a Knight in the Family. Any Family in the Council or Parish is eligible!  

The Family of the Month Report Form (#10668) must be completed and sent to fraternalmission@kofc.org by the 15
th
 day of the 

following month. Copies should be sent to statedeputy@pakofc.us and family@pakofc.us. The Council will present the 

Family with a Family of the Month Certificate (#1843) at a Council or Church event. Supreme Council will also randomly pick 

winning families for a special Holy Family gift. 

If your Council is not participating in the Program, you should ask your Grand Knight to start. It is the right thing to do and it is 

easy. 

 

 

 

For more Information; 

 

 

 

 

Family Director - East Fran & Patty O'Hara, FSW kofcfamily@ridleypa.us 610 461 5167 

Deputy Family Director - CW Jack Archer happyjack45@hotmail.com 814 378 5624 

Assistant Family Director - West Alton Wise a_b_wise@comcast.net 412 734 1626 
Assistant Family Director - NE George Schneider, Jr george-100@comcast.net 570 310 4105 

 

http://kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-of-the-month-year/10668-family-of-the-month-form.pdf
mailto:fraternalmission@kofc.org
mailto:statedeputy@pakofc.us
mailto:family@pakofc.us
http://kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-of-the-month-year/1843-family-of-the-month-certificate.pdf
mailto:kofcfamily@ridleypa.us
mailto:happyjack45@hotmail.com
mailto:a_b_wise@comcast.net
mailto:george-100@comcast.net
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My Brothers; 

 

September is Silver Rose month. 

 

Last year Pennsylvania did a yeoman’s job passing the rose (signifying the miraculous appearance by Our Lady to Juan Diego in Mexico. 

Let’s double our efforts and make this a Banner Year for our Blessed Mother. 

 

The following is the present schedule for the appearance of the Silver Rose throughout the State: 

 

Handoff of Silver from Delaware jurisdiction to Pennsylvania: 

 

Philadelphia Diocese - September 9th through September 17th 

 September 11th – St Albert the Great – Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

 

Harrisburg Diocese - September 18th  

 

Allentown Diocese - September 19th through September 22nd 

 

Scranton Diocese -                 September 23rd through September 26th 

 

Harrisburg Diocese - September 27th through September 29th 

 

 There is plenty of room on the schedule, so set up your Council, Parish, High School, Nursing Home or any other venue you can think of as 

soon as you can. 

 

You can call either Dave Spacht at 814 464 4477 or John Meenan at 570 466 8239 for information. 

 

Also, remember that the Silver Rose is also an accredited program for Faith in Action.  

 

We will be updating information on a regular basis. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

The Life Team 

 

SILVER ROSE 

PRESENTED TO  

POPE FRANCIS 
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SILVER ROSE  

RECEIVED BY EAST THEN 

RECEIVED BY NORTHEAST 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SILVER ROSE was received by 

Pennsylvania on Monday, September 9, 

2019 at St. Albert the Great Church Prayer 

Garden.  In attendance were Felix Spitelle, 

Faith Director, Delaware; receiving the 

Silver Rose was Ray McLaughlin, RPC 

Eastern Region; PSD George Koch; Nick 

Marcantonio, DD2 and Coordinator for the 

Silver Rose in the East and Brother Knights 

from Delaware and St. Albert’s Council. 

The SILVER ROSE will travel through the 

east for eight days.  See photo to the left. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photograph to the right shows the silver rose 
being received by the Northeast region from the East 
region.   The handoff in the picture is being done by 
John Sylvester, Grand Knight of Msgr. Bornemann 
Council 16066, on the left, and on the right is John 
Fitzpatrick, Former District Master and Allentown 
Chapter President.   
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Faithful Citizenship Our Responsibility 
 

Today as the Catholic Church takes a stand on moral issues, it is coming under greater attack.  As the defenders of 
our Catholic faith, we must step into the public-square as Faithful Citizens. Though this is not new, from the very 
beginning of the Knights of Columbus we were fighting Anti – Catholicism. Whenever there was a call to step into 
the public square, the Knights of Columbus were there.   

The Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney’s vision for the Knights of Columbus was exactly what was needed at 
that time.  Strong Anti-Catholicism sentiments were alive and well with signs that read “Catholics need not apply”.  
In 1960 when John F. Kennedy became our first Catholic President, member of the Knights of Columbus, Anti- 
Catholicism was still strong.  Catholic men joined the Knights of Columbus in support of their President and our 
Faith.  

In a recent Catholic Register article, Carl Anderson said as the church takes a moral stand on critical issues that 
effect our faith, he hopes we don’t retreat to earlier times of “Catholics need not apply “.  We are called even more 
today to defend our Church in its moral stand.  

Today there are many moral issues that we are in the thick of the battle.  The most visible battle is our fight against 
abortion.  Recently in Pennsylvania the State Legislature passed a bill that would have reduced abortion from 
twenty four weeks to twenty weeks and made it illegal to use the abortion procedure, which allows 
dismemberment of the baby. Though a small gain, it was a gain that our Governor said he would veto on the 
grounds of woman’s rights.  

The issue of same sex adoption came into contention with the city of Philadelphia preparing to fight the Catholic 
Church on the issue of forcing Catholic Charities to allow adoption by same sex couples.  In Carl Anderson’s Catholic 
Register article, he mentioned the case where a Federal Judicial nominee, Brian Buescher a Knight of Columbus, 
was asked in his Congressional hearing if he would consider resigning his membership in the Knights of Columbus. 
He refused on the grounds of Religious freedom, not freedom from religion. 

Brother Knights, I am sure we all are in agreement with our Supreme Knight on the issue of not allowing a return to 
days of anti-Catholicism. Bishop Olmsted in his book,” Into the Breach”, tells us there is a breach in the line 
defending our Catholic Faith. As Knights of Columbus, we must step into the Breach to set an example that other 
men may be encouraged to step into the breach with us.  In order to accomplish this, like any other battle plan, we 
must follow proper guidelines and protocol for the mission. 

The essential guidelines I am referring to are those established by the Bishops of the USCCB in their document 
“Forming a Conscience for Faithful Citizenship.  Their position is rooted in Democracy that is guided by the precepts 
of our Faith. These guidelines follow Papal consensus.  

The main areas of concern in the document are issues that Knights  share a common concern; Abortion, Same sex 
marriage, Adoption by same sex couples, Persecution of Christians, Religious freedom and Care of refugees no 
matter their status.   I would suggest studying this document and then looking to these areas to develop Council, 
Diocesan and State wide activities to fill the breach and step into the public square to defend our Church, Faith and 
Families.  We will continue fighting for the unborn, which will always be our chief concern. But we must also focus 
on the other issues discussed by the USCCB, like Religious Freedom. 

 

                                                                                                                                                  CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Faithful Citizenship Our Responsibility  (CONTINUED) 

 

Brothers, this is an urgent call to Faithful Citizenship.  We need to walk in the shoes of our Brother Knights of the 
past, knowing that our call to Faithful Citizenship is a higher calling.  

 

Foremost we must answer this call letting the world know our tradition is based on love of neighbor.  It is said we 
should love the sinner, but not the sin.  Brothers, I encourage you as your Faith Director to increase your knowledge 
in your faith, to increase your prayer life and know scripture that guides us in our moral stand.  

I charge you to continue to develop great Faith Programs, as well as, Family, Community and Life that include your 
Church Community and the greater community to let the world know our work is truly for love of neighbor. 

 

Don Granata 

Pennsylvania State Faith Director 

 

DELTA CHURCH DRIVES 

 

At our District Deputy Organizational Meeting in June, you heard about the Delta Church Drive 
Training. Grand Knights must receive the training prior to a drive being held. You also heard that the 
Delta Church Drive WORKS!  Every Delta Drive conducted has resulted in at least 3 new members 
being added.  
 
Unfortunately, very few councils have completed the training. Not all of the councils that have been 
trained have conducted drives.  
 
The Grand Knights who have not been trained will receive an invitation from Regional Training Director 
Steve Cohen, PSD.  The training will be held in a GoToMeeting format on October 24, 2019 at 7:00 
P.M. The Grand Knight may invite other from the council to participate once he receives the invitation.  
 
The Delta Church Drive Kits will remain free to those councils that complete the training and schedule a 
drive with their pastor. These kits must be requested through RTD Steve Cohen.  
 
St. Michael Protect Us.  
Fr. McGivney Pray for Us.  
Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians, Pray for Us.  
 
Vivat Jesus,  
 
Mark L. Jago, FIC  
State Deputy 
 
 
 
 



   September 2019                         KEYSTONE KNIGHT                             Page 12 

\ 

 

Assist with Disaster Prevention in your Community  
  

Disasters can be prevented and the Knights of Columbus urge you to help your local community prepare for one. 

None of us wants to see a tornado ravage our home or our neighbors, or a flash flood wipe out a communities 

water supply, roads, or highways. But, these tragedies do occur and we can help our community plan in advance for 

when they do occur. 

Some of us are First Responders, Red Cross workers, or disaster relief workers; however most of us are not 

adequately trained in these areas but can be of assistance to our local parishes, surrounding neighborhoods and 

communities. As a council we can coordinate a safety prevention seminar at our local parish inviting members of 

our fire service, EMS teams, or the local Red Cross. They will instruct us in  a few life saving measures when disaster 

does strike, and show us how to prevent certain other tragedies. 

A case in point of how a disaster could have been prevented occurred this summer on August 11th when fire sweep 

through a day care center in Erie killing five small children. Just having working smoke detectors on each floor of 

the residence would have saved five innocent children from dying in their sleep. Having our councils sponsor a fire 

safety program at our parish is a good way to start. A better second step would be for a council to provide a 

program AND provide, free of charge, new smoke detectors for any family or individual who does not have one or 

one in working order. Open these events to the public and have brothers ready to answer questions about local 

resources and of course, the Knights of Columbus. 

Other simple examples are explaining the importance of not storing chemicals and flamable solvents in poorly 

ventilated spaces or where children have access to them. Tragedies can be avoided or at least their impact reduced 

with proper training and a willingness to assist those in need. 

The Disaster Preparedness Program is one of the eight options listed under the Community section of   Faith in 

Action . More information can be found at the Supreme web site under Community Programs.  

 

Ken Grugel, FSA State Community Director 

       

KNIGHTS TELL YOUR LADIES               

DESIGNER HANDBAG BINGO  - FRIDAY OCTOBER 25, 2019 

MATER DEI COUNCIL  NEWTOWN SQUAR, PA 

$ 30.00 INCLUDES 12 GAME PACKET AND BEER/WINE/SODA  - BRING YOUR OWN SNACKS 

ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR CARDS FOR SPECIAL GAMES 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 PM BINGO BEGINS AT 7 PM 

TICKETS—CONTACT CANDY AT 610-356-3697 or cforeman8585@gmail.com 

 

 

    BENEFITS COUNCIL CHARITIES 
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PA Knights donate over $4,300 to the Erie Diocese 
 

"During their annual Episcopal Visit, State Chaplain Rev. (COL) Gregory D'Emma and State Deputy Mark 
Jago reviewed our Faith In Action Programs and the Order's and State Council's new initiatives.  Bishop 
Lawrence T. Persico also received checks for Vocations and other Programs totaling over 
$4,300.  Particing in the office call were State Secretary James Bahm, State Growth Director Jack Rosati, 
and numerous directors, chairman, and district deputies.  Your donations to our Labels Program enable 
the State Council to support young men and women preparing for religious life any many other 
charitable programs."  
 

Pictures by Anna-Marie Welsh courtesy of Erie Diocese.   
 
In the picture above: 
 
Top row:  Mike Case (District Deputy 94), Ed Master III (Erie 
Diocesan Membership Chairman), Jim Bahm (State Secretary), 
Mike Goodemote (Program Promotions Chairman), Doug 
Fleming (Erie Diocesan Membership Chairman), Carl 
Antonucci (Faithful Navigator Assembly 943), Jack Archer 
(State Deputy Family Director)  
 
Middle row: Joe  Lander (New Council/Round Table 
Chairman), David Spacht (State Assistant Life Director), 
George Beckes, FSW (Educational Foundation Chairman), Jack 
Rosati (State Membership Director), Ken Grugel PhD., FSA, 
(State Community Director), Lew Nordin Sr. (District Deputy 
101), Joe Kubiak (District Deputy 105), Mike Schweichler 
(Central West Regional President)  
 
Front row: Rev. (Col.) Gregory D'Emma (State Chaplain), The 
Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L. (Bishop of Erie), Mark 
Jago, FIC (State Deputy)  Check Presentation Photo shown above: 

 
Jim Bahm (State Secretary), The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L. (Bishop of Erie), Rev. (Col.) Gregory D'Emma (State 
Chaplain), Mark Jago, FIC (State Deputy)  
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Brother Knights, 

Below is an article that was published in newspapers concerning the wonderful work that Council 372 
addressing the opiod crisis.  This is information that we would like to put in the Keystone Knight. Please 
consider sending in what your Councils are doing for faith, family, life and community.   

Congratulations Council 372!   Rick Terroni, FSS, Keystone Knight Editor 

LUZERNE COUNTY, Pa. — In a single Pennsylvania county, more than 400 people have died 
from opioid overdoses since 2016. The local Knights of Columbus are doing everything they can to 
educate their community and save lives. 

“We were covering all the bases of what a family has to go through,” event organizer David Yonki 
said. “The emotional stories people told of somebody they’d lost was incredible.” 

John F. Kennedy Knights of Columbus Council 372 in Pittston organized The Opioid Fact Forum to 
inform families on the dangers of opioid abuse and speak candidly about the epidemic. This is just 
one of the many ways Knights around the world are promoting the culture of life and fighting to 
protect those who can’t protect themselves. 

The Knights advertised the event through local newspapers and television, bringing 100 people to 
the forum. Among the speakers were a drug and alcohol specialist, as well as a local judge and a 
coroner. Finally, a parent who lost a child to opioid abuse spoke, illustrating the horrible truth of the 
epidemic — those claimed by overdose were often young people Yonki spearheaded the event 
along with his brother Knights, handing attendees bags of resources. Along with the Knights 
council’s local parishes, they invited members of 15 other local churches to attend. The Knights’ 
diverse marketing strategy also resulted in their event being advertised during Saturday Night Live 
and the Christian Broadcasting Network on local affiliates. 

“We just wanted the people in our service area to know that the Knights of Columbus is taking on 
the opioids abuse problem,” Yonki said.  The Knights concluded the event with a question-and-
answer session. Attendees used this time to share their own stories of overdose and its effects on 
their friends and family. The responsiveness of those present showed the Knights had identified a 
major need in their community. 

The Knights council also planned a similar event to discuss crime, and Yonki emphasized that 
other Knights looking to organize an event like this shouldn’t limit themselves to one topic or 
occasion.  “It doesn’t have to be an opioid program,” he said. “It could be a cancer prevention 
program, a diabetes program — the key thing is know your market and find out if there’s a need, 
because if there’s a need there’s an audience.” 

Reaching that audience can be an opportunity to invite men to join the Knights, and, in turn, to 
grow the number of members who can help tackle the issues facing their community. The Knights 
made sure to send everyone home with informational bags that included membership applications. 

“The world that we live in right now is so complicated that there has to be an island of stability for 
Catholic men to get involved,” Yonki said. “They could be the stewards of that.” 

COUNCIL 372 

ADDRESSES 

OPIODS CRISIS 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/embed/MwzXToXdjVU?rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/O9YXSxWkC-0?rel=0
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REPORT FROM THE SUPREME CONVENTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Every year delegates from all the jurisdictions of the Knights of Columbus meet to pass resolutions and discuss what the order 
is doing around the world. Yes, our order is world wide. Sometimes we focus on the things we are doing in our parishes and 
forget that we have Brother Knights in Canada, Mexico, The Philippines, Poland, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Panama, the 
Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, Cuba, Guatemala, Guam, Saipan, Lithuania, Ukraine, and South Korea. There were so many things 
that I enjoyed while attending the 137th Supreme Convention, first there was the frantic excitement attempting to trade state/
jurisdiction pins with everyone in attendance. There were some Brothers who were like me and just gave everyone a pin who 
asked. While other Brothers would only trade you pin if they needed the one from your area. Either way it was interesting to 
see all the beautiful pin designs from across the world.   
 
There was mass every day and each one was special in its own way. We had a votive mass for St Kateri Tekakwitha, as 
emphasis was place on Native American Catholics during the convention. There were several members from Pueblo of Laguna, 
New Mexico who performed an Eagle dance dressed in elaborate eagle costumes. There was also a smudging, an act of prayer 
that usually involves the burning of sage, cedar, sweetgrass or tobacco in an abalone shell, performed before one of the 
masses.   
 
I did get to take some time to sightsee and visit the Mall of America. It is quiet impressive with the amusement rides inside and 
numerous stores and dining options, but it still is second to the King of Prussia mall. My wife and I stopped at a couple of 
hospitality rooms. Some of you may remember them from our 4th degree exemplifications, but at the supreme convention, 
they take it up a notch, or two!    
 
Maybe the most moving thing that I witnessed at the Supreme Convention was when Kendrick Castillo was posthumously 
named a Knight of Columbus by a unaniomous decision. Kendrick Castillo was a young man who was killed while attempting to 
subdue a school shooter in Colorado. His father is an active member of the Knights of Columbus and Kendrick was planning to 

join the Knights shortly after his graduation, he even had it on his calendar. Supreme Knight Carl Anderson commented,” “We 
have made a momentous decision, Kendrick wanted to join the Knights of Columbus to be more 
like us. By your acclamation, you have told the world that we want to be more like him.”     
 
I was honored to be able to represent the state of Pennsylvania at the 137th Supreme Convention. It is something my wife and 
I will treasure for the rest of our lives. I hope I can someday to return to the convention, but I hope many other Brothers will 
get the same opportunity. The 137th Supreme Convention was held on Aug 6-8, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN.   
 
Thanks,   
Carlos Medina DD21   
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COUNCIL 14722 

ENJOYS A CRUISE TO 

NOWHERE! 

On August 31, 2019 members of the Knights of 

Columbus Council 14722, their spouses and some of 

their friends from other Councils, set sail on a Royal 

Caribbean ship for a 5 day cruise to Bermuda.  

While, unfortunately, the ship never left the harbor 

(the cruise was cancelled due to engine problems), 

everyone had a great time enjoying their two day 

“Stay in the Bay” cruise.   Another cruise is already 

being planned for the summer of 2020.   

ADOPT-A-PARISH INITIATIVE 

At the recent Supreme Convention In Minneapolis, Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson announced a 
new initiative designed to strengthen our support and solidarity with our Christian brethren in Iraq.  
   
Through the Adopt-a-Parish Initiative , councils commit to raising $2,500 a year for two years for 
a sister parish in Iraq. During that period, they will have the opportunity to communicate with the 
pastor of that parish, learn more about the Christian community in Iraq, and receive specialized 
support from the Supreme Council’s Fraternal Mission and Charities Departments.  
   
Interest and support for this initiative have been strong, and we will soon have every Chaldean 
Catholic Church in Iraq partnered with a Knights of Columbus Council in the United States. I am 
asking all Councils in the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania to sign up for this program, before all the 
parishes are matched up.  
   
With your support, we hope to have every Pennsylvania District represented in this effort to support 
the Catholic Church in Iraq.  
   
Any questions can be sent to Evan Holguin by email evan.holguin@kofc.org or phone number 
(203) 752-4164, or to info@kofccharities.org .  
 
 
St. Michael Protect Us.  
Fr. McGivney Pray for Us.  
Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians, Pray for Us.  
 
Vivat Jesus,  
 
Mark L. Jago, FIC  
State Deputy 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017cdxpZrzigATVDCrpPfqiC1QZbP6QTqDkeJi7N3mKnwNKPorhwX0cxN3gliBmniDsRVaw1I6RsJ_uOSU9F5gMexNB8XGf3TtVYOq1kkQi6K9WIons-H5FHjQaUKwibxnC80CJCixWFwzMdvAo5v0YBFn8ujenaSLIWEEHk5CtFWuQv6ekD6Ny9mRIWmxfLCPAfJM9NjB2Kf0Vjm5_sgZeBxbP-4d2Z2qQuOo
mailto:evan.holguin@kofc.org
mailto:info@kofccharities.org
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Council #1333 Awards Scholarships in 2019! 
On Friday, July 26th, The Knights of Columbus, Council #1333 in West Chester had the privilege and honor to award 

our 3rd Annual Council Scholarship Winners for the 2018-2019 Fraternal Year. Those recipients were Chris Carlin, 

who will be going to University of Pittsburgh where he will major in political science; and Luke Wierman, who will be 

attending University of Maryland in the Fall and will major in Communications. He was also recruited to play lacrosse 

for them. Congratulations and good luck in your future endeavors, Gentlemen! Well done! We are very proud to be 

able to offer this opportunity to our members and their families. In addition to the various events we host to raise 

money for these scholarships, our Council distributes notifications with dues notices that gives members the ability 

again to support our Scholarship Program with an optional donation as well. Our council's unofficial motto is "Faith 

in Service." As we encourage our members and families to live this motto, we asked the candidates to describe what 

this means to them, how they have demonstrated this so far, and how do they plan to build upon their experiences 

as they continue their education. 

  

In the picture to the right—left to right as  

follows are:  Nick Palczuk, PGK Jim 

Cushwa, Winner Luke Wierman, GK Joe 

Dugan, Jim Hennessy 

 

 

In the picture to the right—left to right as  

follows are: -  Grand Knight Joe Dugan, 

Winner Chris Carlin, Father Larry Carlin, 

Treasurer Jim Hennessy 
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REGIONAL TRAINING IN EAST 
Regional Training was held in the EAST on September 15th and 17th 2019.  The Training was presented by Steve 

Cohen Regional Growth Development Chairman.  Steve is also the Immediate Past State Deputy from Maryland.  

Steve explained in detail the Four key areas that the Supreme Council would like to promote for the Knights of 

Columbus.  They are: 

GROWTH 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH 

FAITH IN ACTION 

INSURANCE PROMOTION 

 

See pictures below: 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 


