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 DELAWARE VALLEY BOARD 

OF DISTRICT DEPUTIES 

HONORS BLESSED FR. McGIVNEY  
 
Delaware Valley Board of District Deputies President Nick Marcantonio held a 
short prayer service for Blessed Father Michael Joseph McGivney at their 
October meeting. 
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My Brother Knights, 
 
The day that we were all waiting for finally arrived on October 31st when our Founder Fr. 
Michael J. MvGivney was Beatified in Hartford, CT. 
 
The Beatification Mass and all of the pre and post ceremonies were breathtaking and 
certainly made me proud to be an American, Catholic, Knight of Columbus. There has never 
been an American born male elevated to Sainthood and Blessed Father McGivney is just 
one miracle from obtaining that glorious achievement. We all pray that we will be able to 
witness his elevation in our lifetimes. 
 
This edition of the Keystone Knight is dedicated to the foresite and love which inspired 
Father McGivney to organize and initiate our Order 138 years ago. Father McGivney was a 
man ahead of his times, and our time is right for Father McGivney. 
 
Blessed Father McGivney - Pray for Us 
 
Saint John Paul - Hear our Prayers 
 
Ken Grugel 
 
State Deputy 
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STATE CHAPLAIN REPORT 

Rev. Pierre (BUD) Falkenhan 

 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
    Our State Deputy, Ken Grugel, asked me to use my November article to give you a priest perspective 
on how Fr. McGivney's priestly formation gave him the foundation in forming our order. The first thing 
that came to my mind is how in the Old Testament God Called his prophets saying something like don't 
say that you are too young, where ever I ask you to go, you should go and what ever I tell you to say, 
say; keep in mind that Fr. McGivney was only 25 years of age when he was ordained. 
 
    Next, at the end of the 19th century, clergy were some of the best educated people in the community 
and so naturally in the minds of the rank and file people, they are the leaders and thus they were willing 
follow them. Along with that, Fr. McGivney's personal experience with the death of his father pulling him 
from the seminary to go home and help care for his family gave him the knowledge of what the 
immigrants at his time were going through and the specific help that they needed to get by, especially at 
a time of crisis and that added to his credibility. The final thing (in my opinion) that put  allowed Fr. 
McGivney to have the influence that he had, was the fact that his first assignment was with a pastor 
(only 32 years of age) who's health was failing and thus he was running St. Mary’s and doing 
everything, Sacraments, Youth Ministry, prison ministry, Convert instructions, building attendance and 
reducing the debt, all while as the saying goes "while the oils were still wet" 
 
    The difference between Fr. McGiveny  and myself was that fact he had his opportunity to take the 
lead, right out of the gate, where priest of my generation (40 years ordained and older) had to put in lots 
of time before they could be in charge (I didn't get my first pastorate until I was 17 years ordained, 
where I felt I was ready after 10). But the concept that hasn't changed over all the years for any priest is 
the fact that we are trained to minister to our parishioners in any way that we can, by prayer, by 
preaching, by example, be being with them and for them in good times and in bad.  Our foundation for 
this was two years of the study of Philosophy to help us reason, four years of the study of Scripture to 
help us preach the Word, Theology to help us teach the doctrine of our Faith and liturgy to help us 
celebrate the Sacraments.  And something special about our Blessed founder is the fact that he is still 
with us through his intercession which we pray for every time we say our prayer for the Canonization of 
Father Michael J. McGivney. So what allowed Fr. McGivney and any priest to be successful? Their 
openness to God Grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit and with that in mind, anything is possible. 
 
    I don't know if I completed my assignment from the State Deputy, but I hope this gives you some idea 
what made Fr. McGivney so successful in such a short life span and what makes our Order such a long 
lasting tribute to this special priest. Now what we can do is follow his example? Continue to pray for his 
Canonization and don't forget to pray all for the parish priests you know so that they too can be the best 
minister to God and His people. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Fr. Bud Falkenhan 
State Chaplain 
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McGIVNEY CAUSE MILESTONES 

 

1. Cause Opens 

Dec. 18, 1997 – Father McGivney’s Cause for Sainthood officially opened in Hartford by 

Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin. Father McGivney is given the title “Servant of God. 

2. Diocesan Review Completed  
March 6, 2000 – Closing of diocesan investigation into Father McGivney’s                               

life, holiness and virtues.  

3. Positio Submitted to Rome 

Summer 2002 – A 1,000-page document (Positio) laying out the case                                        

for Father McGivney’s cause is presented to the Congregation for the                                         

Causes of Saints at the Vatican.                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                     

4. John Paul II Commends K of C and 
Founder 

Oct. 2003 – In a message to the Knights of Columbus, St. John Paul II praised                                                 

the Order and its founder: “In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you                             

continue to seek new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a                           

spiritual force for the renewal of the Church unity in holiness, and truth.”  

5. Biography Published 
July 2006 – Parish Priest: Father McGivney and American Catholicism, a biography by 

historians Douglas Brinkley and Julie Fenster,  published by William Morrow/Harper Collins. 
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McGIVNEY CAUSE MILESTONES (continued) 

6. Declared Venerable                                                      
March 15, 2008 – Confirming Father McGivney’s heroic virtue,   Pope                    

Benedict XVI declared him a “Venerable Servant of God.”    The decree states,                                   

in part, “Concerning the theological virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love both toward                         

God and neighbor … they existed to a heroic degree in the Servant of God Michael           

McGivney, Diocesan Priest and Founder of the Fraternal Order the Knights of Columbus.”                                                                                                                             

7. Pope Benedict XVI Cites ‘Exemplary               

American Priest                                                                   
April 2008 – During his visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York                                      

City, Pope Benedict XVI cited the “remarkable accomplishment of that                                           

exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney,  whose                                          

vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 

 8. Miracle Investigated                                                       
Sept. 2017 – Results of an investigation into a possible Miracle                                          

attributed to the intercession of Father McGivney is sent to the                                   

Congregation for the Causes of Saints.                                                                                                                                                                                       

9. Pope Francis Praises Father McGivney’s Vision                                                               

Feb. 2020 – Pope Francis tells the K of C Board of Directors that the Order                                

has been faithful “to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney,                             

who was inspired by the principles of Christian charity and fraternity to                                       

assist those most in need.” Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori                              

presents  Pope Francis with a copy of Parish Priest in Italian.  

10. Miracle Approved for Beatification 

May 27, 2020 – After extensive medical and theological reviews, the Holy See            

announced that Pope Francis authorized  a decree regarding the miracle attributed                           

to the intercession of Father McGivney, opening the way for his beatification  
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From the Desk of  

Wayne S. Freet, PSD, FVSM 

Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Chairman 

 

October 31, 2020 was an historic day in the life of the Knights of Columbus.  Our founder the Venerable Servant 
of God Fr. Michael Joseph McGivney was declared Blessed. 

In early September our State Deputy Kenneth E. Grugel, PhD and the State Faith Team had asked our councils to 
plan events too honor this momentous occasion.  The team prepared bulletin announcements and a brief history of 
Fr. McGivney’s life for our parishes.  Our State Deputy sent letters to all Bishops in the Jurisdiction asking for 
their support of our council’s efforts. 

It is my hope that many of our councils were able to prepare and host programs honoring Blessed Michael 
McGivney.  It was also announced that the November Keystone Knight would be dedicated to Blessed Michael 
McGivney.  I am excited to see the work our councils have done.  

The festivities started with the “Prayer Vigil for Priest’s”.  The two-hour Vigil was held at St. Mary’s Church on 
Friday October 30, 2020.  The highlight for me came when Daniel Schachle spook about the struggles he and his 
wife, Michelle, went through after receiving Mike’s diagnosis. Which included a “moment like the Agony in the 
Garden.”  It was at that moment that he promised Fr. McGivney that he would name his unborn son after him if he 
would pray for his son.  I recommend that you view the video of the vigil Mass if possible. 

The Beatification Mass at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford, CT was equally as impressive.  And again, I was 
drawn to Michael “Mikey” Schachle and his family’s presentation of the Blessed Michael McGivney Relic and its 
placement in the sanctuary.   See Photographs below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sad to say, but I missed the Mass of Thanksgiving on All Saints Day.  This Mass was held at St. Mary’s Church.  I 
am sure that it was equally as impressive as the two previous events. 

So, what do we do now?  We should “seize the moment” and work even harder for Blessed Michael Joseph 
McGivney’s canonization to sainthood. 

When life comes back to normal, plan a trip to the new Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center in New 
Haven, CT.  Make it a council pilgrimage.  What a way to learn about the life of Blessed Michael McGivney. 

                                                                                                                                                          Continued on Next Page               
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From the Desk of Wayne S. Freet, PSD, FVSM 

Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Chairman  (Continued) 

One of the duties of the council Lector is to provide suitable educational and entertainment programs under “Good 
of the Order”.  Your job has been made easy for many meetings to come.  There are plenty of videos and articles 
on the Guild website for you to use.  Please educate your membership and that of your parishes. 

Appoint a Blessed Michael McGivney Chairman for your council.  His sole duty would be the growth of the Guild 
membership within your council and parish. 

We as Knights should continue to promote the cause for Blessed Michael McGivney’s canonization throughout 
our communities and the Order. 

Finally, I would like to remind you that the Knights of Columbus established the Fr. McGivney Guild to promote 
the cause of canonization of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney. The goal of the Guild is to spread the good 
word about his holiness of life, to encourage devotion to his memory, and to seek his intercession before the 
throne of God.  We can find information on his life and works by accessing the website at 
www.fathermcgivney.org.  We can also report any favors attributed to his intercession at guild@kofc.org.  The 
Guild plays an important role in making Blessed Michael McGivney better know and spreading the word about his 
powerful intercession. 

Over the years, thousands of favors have been attributed to Fr. McGivney’s intercession, as Knights, their families 
and Catholics throughout the world pray to him in times of need.  He is known especially for favors related to 
employment and finances, reconciling family members, overcoming addiction, recovering from serious illness, as 
well as conversion and return to the Church.  Coinciding with issues Fr. McGivney dealt with as a parish priest on 
earth, these favors show his ongoing care and concern for those who call upon him in faith. 

Our Order has already created two activities to help grow the Order.  Supreme announced that new members are 
being offered FREE online membership.   Enter the code MCGIVNEY2020 to take advantage of this special offer. 

Again. our Supreme Council has given us an opportunity to receive a Blessed Michael McGivney commemorative 
coin celebrating the beatification of the Order’s founder by signing up five new members during the 2020 -2021 
fraternal year. 

Please keep yourselves informed of the activities that may be planned in the near future.  Here is a list of resources 
for your review.  You will always find information at www.kofc.org and in the “Columbia” magazine.  We now 
have a weekly resource known as the “Knightline”.   Our newest resource the “Fraternal Leader Advisory”.  And 
finally, the “Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Newsletter”. 

The November 2020 issue of the Columbia will honor the life and legacy of our founder, Blessed Michael 
McGivney.  Be on the lookout for this keepsake. 

Your assistance is needed in not only growing the Order in Pennsylvania but growing the Fr. McGivney guild.  
The Guild has existed for the past twenty-two years and we in Pennsylvania have a total membership of 5,927 
members.  I ask that you try to increase this number by 1,500 members by the end of the fraternal year. 

I invite you to join the Guild as soon as possible.  Membership in the Guild is open to anyone who wishes to share 
in this mission of making known the life and work of Blessed Michael  McGivney and of encouraging devotion to 
his memory.  The Guild is anxious to receive reports of favors received through his intercession.  Not only do we 
need miracles, but we also need witnesses to the power of the servant of God’s prayers before the throne of God. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Wayne S. Freet, PSD, FVSM 

Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org
mailto:guild@kofc.org
http://www.kofc.org
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CARDINAL DOUGHERTY ASSEMBLY #913 

HOLDS ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS 

Cardinal Dougherty Assembly #913 held its annual memorial mass at Our Lady of Fatima Church in Secane, PA on 

Sunday November 8, 2020.  The families of the deceased members of the assembly who passed away since the last 

memorial mass are invited.  This year the reception following the mass had to be canceled.  The assembly also 

wanted to honor the beatification of our founder—Father Michael J. McGivney.  The color corps processed with his 

portrait into mass.  Faithful Navigator John Rush explained what the assembly does giving a brief history on the 

Knights of Columbus and Blessed Fr. McGivney and recited the names of the deceased members.  Marshall Ben 

Linowski rang a bell when each name was announced.  See photos above.  The photograph below shows the 

members of the Cardinal Dougherty Assembly with the portrait of Blessed Fr. McGivney. 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL COUNCIL RECITES  

ROSARY FOR BLESSED FR. MICHAEL J. McGIVNEY 

Undefeated Courage purchased the van for the system.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul Council held a rosary prior to Mass in honor of Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney on 
October 31. 2020 at St. Vincent de Paul church. 

 

During Mass Wayne S. Freet, PSD, FVSM and State Blessed Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman gave a brief 
history on the cause for Sainthood. 

 

In the photo front row left to right are:  Mike Deloser, Michael Lybarger, PGK, Craig Bittinger, Ronald J. 
Funk, FM, GK, and Sam Crouch, FS. 

Back row left to right are:  Wayne S.. Freet, PSD, FVSM, State Blessed Fr. Michal J. McGivney Guild 
Chairman and Fr. Michael Reed, Pastor. 
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District Degree Ceremony: The council hosted a district degree 

ceremony on Tuesday October 13th. Tying into the Columbus Day 

weekend, candidates from across District 16 were invited to Holy Trinity 

Church to celebrate at the 7:00 p.m. evening Mass, which was followed 

by a live, in person Exemplification Degree Ceremony. The Council 

welcomed five (5) new Knights in the third degree and three (3) other 

Knights advanced from second degree to third degree Knights.  

Beatification Mass: To celebrate the Beatification of Blessed Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney. The Council celebrated Mass on October 31st at 9:30 a.m., 

celebrated by Council chaplain Monsignor John C. Eckert and Brother Knight 
and Parish Deacon Warren C. Leonard. During the homily, Monsignor Eckert 
spoke about the upcoming beatification of Fr. McGivney. He also spoke to how 

he enjoys readings that deal with the Virgin Mary and her acts of kindness. He 
then tied in how Fr. McGivney, through the founding of the Knights of 
Columbus, continue to give back to the church through this day. He noted how 

his favorite story of Mary is her encouragement of Jesus at the wedding feast of 
Cana to help the bride and groom and juxtaposed that image to Fr. McGivney’s 
founding of the Knights of Columbus to provide protections to the Catholics of 

his time through the works of councils around the world that continue today. The 
council then hosted a watch event of the beatification ceremony in our Council 
room and shared the live stream for Parishioners and friends to enjoy. 

 

Deceased Member Mass: The Council celebrated its annual Deceased Member Mass on All Saints’ Day. During the 
Mass, 14 Knights of Columbus processed into church to escort Bishop John McIntyre, who was a visiting Celebrant 

for the weekend. Mass was said in honor of all of the council Knights of Columbus who have passed away. Bishop 
McIntyre addressed the congregation during his homily and spoke about Blessed Fr. McGivney and his role in 
founding the Knights of Columbus. Bishop McIntyre also challenged the congregation to work to live like Blessed 

Fr. McGivney and to give back to the Parish. In addition to gathering as a Council for this Deceased Member Mass, 
the Council continues to serve the Parish as greeter, ushers, and sanitizers of the Church for the weekly Parish 
Saturday Vigil and Sunday Mass. This is a great day for our Council to gather together and celebrate Mass with 

family and friends. This was a great way for the Council to end a weekend celebrating the Knights of Columbus and 
Blessed Fr. McGivney  

Fr. Joseph D. Gallagher Council #3673 Celebrates Blessed Fr. McGivney’s 

Beatification by Living the Mission of the Knights of Columbus                              
Council #3673 Remains Active During COVID-19 and Worked to Advance the Order                     

and Celebrate  Blessed Fr. McGivney  

Brother Knights who participated in the 
Exemplification Degree as candidates, 

observers, and participants. 

Blessed McGivney’s Beatification 
Mass was streamed in our Council 

meeting room.  

Brother Knights participated in the annual Deceased Member Mass on November 1st. Members of the Council escorted Bishop Joseph 
McIntyre into Holy Trinity Church. The Parish listened to Bishop McIntyre include the story of Blessed McGivney into his homily.  
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FATHER O’HANLON COUNCIL  

DID A PRESENTATION ON  

BLESSED FATHER McGIVNEY 

 

 
Father O’Hanlon Council #4678 did a presentation on Blessed Father Michael Joseph McGivney in 
the sanctuary at Our Lady of Victory Church in State College, PA.  The presentation consisted of 
the portrait of Blessed Father McGivney, the timeline of the cause for Father McGivney and a 
book—Parish Priest which is an autobiography of Blessed Father McGivney.  Also the front page 
of the parish bulletin had a picture of Blessed Father McGivney. 
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From the Desk of  

Michael J. Kish, FSA 

 Pa State Membership Director 

 

Brothers, 

As I was watching the beatification of our founder Fr. Michael McGivney, I was filled with pride to be a Knight of 

Columbus. It was truly a special moment for our Order. Blessed Fr. McGivney was a visionary who was way 

ahead of his time in anticipating the involvement the laity would play in the church. Could he have predicted the 

role that the Knights would play in the future, probably not but he saw a need for a Catholic brotherhood to help 

men live out their Faith. We are the heirs to that vision, and we must guard it closely.  

Although I am proud that our Order’s founder has been declared Blessed, I look to Fr. McGivney for a deeper and 

more spiritual reason. His beatification is a sign of his spiritual life on earth and an example that we all can 

follow. Blessed Fr. McGivney loved the Eucharist, his priesthood and the Church. His love for his flock may only 

have been surpassed by his love for the Eucharist. His love for his people and indeed all people should be a great 

inspiration to us as we walk in his footsteps. The first principle of our Order is Charity and indeed we should hold 

love for our brothers and sisters as our guiding rule in life.  

We should be sharing the life and legacy of Fr. McGivney with others, so that they may come to see our Order as 

a great way to follow the commands of Jesus to love our neighbors. Invite someone you know to join our Order. 

It will help them to be a better person, husband, father and Catholic.  

So, as we live out our Faith in these most difficult times let us keep our focus on our founder Blessed Fr. 

McGivney and ask him to pray for us as we travel towards our Heavenly home to share in the Beatific vision with 

him. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney pray for us. 

Michael J. Kish FSA 

State Membership Director 
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From the Desk of 

James A. Maochi 

State Program Director 

 

Brother Knights of Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, 
  
This month of November we have special day to give thanks for our many blessings….in this year of the Lord 
2020, we give special thanks for the gift of perseverance given the challenges we’ve faced this year.   Let’s always 
remember that the greatest victory was won with the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and the promise of 
Eternal Life…..that will sustain us this year and beyond! 
  
With the Beatification of Blessed Father McGivney, let’s focus on ways we can commemorate this blessed event 
the remainder of this Fraternal Year.   Rosary Programs hosted by your Council continuing to pray for his 
Canonization is one way; also consider purchasing a banner commemorating the Beatification is another 
way.   These are available through Supreme website and are a great way to make passersby from the display 
location aware of this great event; no doubt it can inspire our Faithful and particularly Catholic men as potential 
inspiration to join our Order. 
  
Please keep in mind Brothers a key aspect of our Leave No Neighbor Behind Program – that is to meet with your 
Pastor to review our Faith in Action Program and get his input on how your Council can help him and your 
Parishes during these particularly difficult times.   There will many new options for conducting Programs virtually 
that will be announced in coming months….we all need to work together to advance our Founding Principle of 
Charity! 
  
Be Not Afraid, 
  
Jim Maochi 
PA State Program Director 
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From the Desk of 

RICHARD SEMAN, PA STATE DEPUTY FAITH DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
     

        The Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) is a program for keeping our Faith Alive by 
supporting our Seminarians and Postulants  who have been called to do God's work. These young men 
and women need our Councils of the Knights of Columbus to provide moral, financial and spiritual 
support during their religious journey. For every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council will 
refund the council $100. The maximum refund for council or assembly is $400 per individual.  
 
       Knights of Columbus founder Blessed Father Michael J McGivney  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
had answered God's calling to be a Priest to help the needy and outcast of his community. As we 
enter another month of the pandemic the need for financial support is greater for these young men and 
women who are answering God's call. As an arm of the church the Knights of Columbus should be 
reaffirming their commitment to these individuals, providing them with moral, financial and spiritual 
support at all stages of their formation. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Richard Seman, PGK, FDD, PFN 

T
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From the Desk of 

JOHN COCCO, PA STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

Greetings my brother knights, 

Father McGivney’s earliest surviving letter shows that he could bear a heavy load. “I have been alone all 
summer with the whole work of a parish on my shoulders ,” he wrote in October 1878 to Father 
Alphonse Magnien. So what is the load you are carrying? Is it more than the load of your brother or 
neighbor? Most times we don’t know the burden of our brothers or our neighbors. 
 
Fast forward to 2020 and while times have changed, our mission remains the same. Provide for those in 
need. So in today’s times, how do we do that. We Leave No Neighbor Behind. This program provides 
support in five areas: 
 
    1.     Support Your Brother Knights. As a result of the quarantine we need to check in and support our 
  brothers. Make sure that they have what they need.  
 
    2.    Support Your Parish. Reach out to your Pastor, be sure he knows that he can count on your 
 Council. Be it to support the efforts of reopening the church to making sure no one in the Parish is 
 forgotten or goes hungry.  
 
    3.   Support Your Community. Seek out other local agencies throughout your community and see 
 what kind of assistance you can offer them.  Perhaps you could run a Coats for Kids event be it 
 by purchasing coats or getting donations. They don’t have to be for just kids either. I’m sure there 
 are some adults that can use a warm coat.  
 
    4.   Feed the Hungry. Be sure to check with your local pantry. Do they have what they need? Can you 
 run a drive thru food drive? Can you do a food drive in a grocery store parking lot? The Food for 
 Families initiative also counts towards this part of Leave No Neighbor Behind.   
 
   5.    Participate in Blood Drives. Blood donations are down right now and supplies are in critical levels. 
 Contact your local Red Cross or Blood Bank and see how you can help them film this shortage.  
 These are simple things that mean a lot to others.  Just as important as the activities, please 
 submit the Leave No Neighbor Behind report on the Supreme Website.  
 
 
Faithfully Submitted, 
 
John N. Cocco, FDD, PGK, PFN  
State Community Director 
Pennsylvania State Council Knights of Columbus  
610-842-8426 
Jcdd29@gmail.com 
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From the Desk of 

MICHAEL DELUCIA SR., DEPUTY STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 

 

This month we have had the opportunity to be witnesses to a tremendous event.  The moving of our founder 
Father Michael J. McGivney to “Blessed” on his way to being beatified to Sainthood.  Knights of Columbus know 
of the great feats and accomplishments that Father McGivney had during his life as a parish priest in an 
empoverished world that shunned many individuals who were “immigrants and outsiders”.  He never gave up 
hope and as we all know provided for and directed a fraternal organization to provide “charity” and Love to those 
in most need and vulnerable.  What a living example for all of us as Knights of Columbus to recall in this world 
who in some ways is imitating many of the societal issues that he faced in his early years as a priest.  All of this 
led to his establishment and belief in the “fraternity of men” known as the “Knights of Columbus”  
 
Community was a huge part of Father McGivney’s work to unite everyone under one umbrella which provided for 
the widows and children of Catholic men who sacrificed their life for their families.  He provided for and 
promoted “family” in so many ways and today we continue his work through all of our charitable works while 
addressing societal issues, national and world disasters and the “pandemic” that has impacted our lives 
individually and as Knights.   
 
We as Knights know and understand our Catholic heritage and citizenship that we all have ingrained in us.  Our 
Faith in Action programs provide us with an opportunity to hear about Catholic Citizenship from our youth who 
although young I am sure will provide great wisdom to all of us.   
 
I would like to announce that the Catholic Citizenship Essay program is currently underway.  This program has the 
purpose of encouraging youth to become citizens grounded in their faith through creative writing.  Now is the 
time for us to reach out to our schools and community to solicit our youth to participate in the “Catholic 
Citizenship Essay” program.  This program is open to all Catholic students whether in public, private, home or 
parochial school to submit a 500-750 word essay that discusses Catholic Citizenship.  The topic for this years 
contest is:   
 
“Discuss how trusting in God during a difficult time has helped you or someone you know find the strength and 
hope to endure it.”   
 
It is important to note that entrants will be judged on grammar, style amd how clearly they present the topic/
theme.  This should showcase their creativity, imagination and overall understanding of the topic.   
 
I would ask that all Councils and Regional DD’s reach out to the schools and homes of Catholic youth and ask 
them to submit an essay addressing the topic aforementioned.  It is important that each Council and then each 
Region select at least three judges to review and award those youth who have properly and best addressed the 
topic outlined.  Councils should submit their winners to the Regional DD’s and the winners at the Regional level 
should submit their top two winners to the State Deputy Community Director who will assemble a group of 
judges to select the State winner.  The state winner will be selected and submitted to Supreme Council for 
national review and potential selection.   
 
                                                                                                                                                    Continued on Next Page 
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From the Desk of 

MICHAEL DELUCIA SR., DEPUTY STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 

(CONTINUED) 

 

In order for us to complete the judging I would ask that all Regional finalists be submitted to me at the following 
address.  The deadline for submission will be Friday, December 18, 2020.  You should send the regional winner 
essays to the following address.   
 
Mike DeLucia  
Deputy Community Director 
16 Wynmere Drive 
Horsham, PA  19044 
 
Councils should consult the Supreme Website for additional information.  You should also request and order 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Kit (#EA-KIT) through Supplies Online available through the Supreme Website/Officers 
Online.   
 
Submissions should be sent to each level using Citizenship Essay Participant Form (# 4216) available in the kit and 
through the Supreme Webiste.   
 
God Bless all of my Brothers and my wishes from my family to all of yours for a  
BLESSED THANKSGIVING AND ADVENT SEASON.   
 
Vivat Jesus!!! 
 
Mike DeLucia 
 
PS:  We will announce the winners of the State Soccer Challenge on the State Website and via email to the DD’s 
on Sunday, November 22, 2020.   
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From the Desk of 

GEORGE L. BECKES FSW, EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION SECRETARY 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Educational Foundation has completed the 2019/2020 fifty student grant program for 
students attending a Catholic School of choice.  We had two students that were not eligible to receive a $1000 
student grant last year. We took the next two students on our ten extra lists and awarded them the $1000 
grants. 
 
 We had a difficult time getting information from eleven families. Some of the schools personal were 
working from home and only worked short hours at the school. We would leave messages and that person would 
return our call when they received the message. 
 
 The new 2021/2022 application and rules are on the PA website.(www.pakofc.us). Please note  that we 
want all students to use the NEW application.  These applications are to be sent to  the Educational Foundation 
Secretary and post marked between January 1, 2021 to January 31, 2021. 

 
There is no advantage for a student sending his or her application early in the month or at the end of the 

month.   They just have to be postmarked between January 1, 2021 and January 31, 2021.  The drawing for the 
2021/2022  grant will  be drawn on the second or third Saturday in February 2021, weather permitting. 

 
Pass the word for catholic student’s grade 1 through 12 planning on attending a catholic school of choice 

to send an application to the Educational Foundation secretary. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George L. Beckes 
Educational Foundation Secretary 
10236 Sidehill Rd. 
North East, PA 16428-4950 
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IMPORTANT INFO ON 

PA STATE COUNCIL  

http://www.pakofc.us
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Knights of Columbus 
Pennsylvania State Council Scholarship Program 

 

 

TEN SCHOLARSHIPS, each totaling $3,000.00, payable in four 
installments of $750.00 per year,  

 

 

What a year this has been. Schools closing in March to mitigate a pandemic. Students 
learning from home. And now, school districts are weighing their options as far as how to 
open the schools. Are we going to have: 
·         Traditional in-school classes? 
·         Online learning (cyber school)? 
·         A hybrid of in-school classes and online learning? 
·         Will my child have a traditional graduation in 2021? 
·         Will my child be able to go to college next year? 
 
If your son or daughter is entering their Senior year in High School, college preparation is 
probably one of the things on their mind. Now is the time to consider applying for a 
Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus Scholarship. Applications will be available on the State 
Council website. www.pakofc.us/scholarship 
 
Ten scholarships of $3000.00, paid in 4 annual installments of $750.00 each will be 
awarded. 
 

Completed applications must be submitted no later than December 31, 
2020. I strongly urge applicants not to wait until late December to get 
the necessary signatures because people may not be available over 
the Christmas holiday season. Please refer to the flyer on the website 
for a summary list of conditions that must be met. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding the Scholarship 
program. 
 
 
Fraternally, 

Alton B. Wise 

Scholarship Chairman 

334 W. Riverview Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15202-3414 

a_b_wise@comcast.net  

R

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCcN1nN2ykOeb5ex5uaOdGlsurCTYu3ClFD37eXnWva8u8MZ_l1YOjsLyGjyIuntvZzUMpn24O8DtQrlM0wY56IPOdmEuN7fy6PittMNUMXR2z9SPysc3natWl06jD-FYudoYmAhnj3AsdtkLX_VSQLoCvH_HYhrDb2sY61GWE85mDML0moFlyPvvQVFekZeM8JmBDhTGZU4DBBVkRlGWg==&c=7RJOHykwc
mailto:a_b_wise@comcast.net
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2020-2021 COAL PROGRAM 
 

 

Congratulations to Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney! The COAL Committee tries to follow Father McGivney’s 

Vision by helping to supply Funds for Scholarships for the Children and Grandchildren of our Brother Knights. 

COAL is here in time for Christmas this year! We have made changes that we hope will make the 2021 Program 

better than ever! The future is good. Individual tickets and cash prizes should make the tickets easier to sell. 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW! 

 Individual tickets will be sold at $5.00 per 

ticket which should make it easier to sell 

and track. Councils will make $2.00 per 

ticket sold and delivered by April 1, 2021 

and $1.75 for tickets returned after April 

1, 2021. 

The Drawing Date will be April 30, 2021; 

the same date we planned in 2020. We 

are simplifying the process for submitting 

tickets and payments.  

Councils are encouraged to send tickets and payments together. To do this, we have one discount date, April 1, 
2021. This is a month after the Historical discount date. 
 
We were unable to collect orders at the convention, so we are looking for other methods to information out to 
the Councils. You can order online at https://cda913.org/coal-order.html or you may also use the enclosed form if 
you prefer. 
 

The late date and some previous commitments caused the 2020 and 2021 COAL Programs to overlap and we are 

still closing out some items from the 2020 Program. Hopefully all bonus checks will be out by the time you see this 

article. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Fran O’Hara, FSW 
COAL Chairman 
610-733-1812 
coalchairman@gmail.com 
 

Note: There is still time to put COAL in your friend’s stocking. Even good people are asking for COAL this year. 

https://cda913.org/coal-order.html
mailto:coalchairman@gmail.com
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2020 - 2021 C.O.A.L. PROGRAM 

ORDER FORM 

Please Print Legible  

Date_________________________ 

 

Council #_________ Council Name___________________________________________ District  #______________ 

 

Number of Tickets Requested_________ 

Ship to 

Name______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Ship to  

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City________________________________________  State _________________ ZIP______________                    

             

Financial Secretary Name __________________________  ______________________________________  

 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number________________________________Email__________________________________  

 

Grand Knights Name ______________________________  ______________________________________  

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Telephone Number________________________________Email___________________________________  

. 

Requested by_____________________________________Title______________________________________

Mail to: Fran O’Hara, 524 Lindsay Street, Ridley Park, PA 19078 
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CONDUCT A MEMBERSHIP DRIVE TO HONOR  THE 

BEATIFICATION OF FATHER MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY 

For more information - contact Doug Fleming, Online Membership 

Director at douglasfleming@roadrunner.com. 

IN HONOR OF THE BEATIFICATION OF OUR FOUNDER 

FATHER MICHAEL J MCGIVNEY ON OCTOBER 31, 2020, 

THE PA STATE COUNCIL OF THE KNIGHTS OF  

COLUMBUS IS OFFERING FREE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP 

FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED 

BETWEEN  NOVEMBER 6—DECEMBER 31, 2020.   
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KEYSTONE KNIGHT SCHEDULE – 2020-2021 

 

      ARTICLES DUE    PUBLISHED DATE 

 

JANUARY 9, 2021  JANUARY 19, 2021 

 

FEBRUARY 9, 2021  FEBRUARY 19, 2021 

 

MARCH 9, 2021           MARCH 19, 2021 

 

APRIL 9, 2021   APRIL 19, 2021 

 

MAY 31, 2021   JUNE  12, 2021 

R
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THE PA STATE COUNCIL OF THE KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS WILL CONTINUE THEIR MISSION 

OF ASSISTING WITH THE ELEVATION OF 

BLESSED MICHAEL JOSEPH MCGIVNEY TO 

SAINTHOOD! 


