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I can't believe December is upon us already! Christmas will be here in a few short 
weeks. As we prepare for a busy Christmas season with family and friends let us not 
forget the true reason for the season. It is the time to celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Below are some Christian meanings behind some Christmas traditions.

Evergreen Trees were the symbol of eternal life. Martin Luther introduced them to the Reformation 
Church as a picture of our endless life in Christ, by bringing in a tree to his family on Christmas Eve lit 
with candles (Isaiah 60:13). Candles are a picture that Christ is the Light of the world (John 8). Holly 
speaks of the thorns in His crown (Matthew 27:29). Red is a color of Christmas that speaks of Christ's 
blood and death. Gifts are a reminder of the gifts of the Magi to baby Jesus. Each of them speaks to a 
component of His incarnation: Majesty in life, Bitterest Agony in Death and He as God's Perfect gift to 
us (Matthew 2). The Yule Log was a symbol by which all the men in the family would carry a log large 
enough to burn for 12 days into the house. They were identifying with Christ and His Cross. The fire 
was started with a fragment from the previous years [this refers to the eternal existence of Christ before 
His birth] log. It speaks of warmth, unity, joy and the security of endless life. Mistletoe was an ancient 
symbol from Roman times. It was under mistletoe that old enmities and broken friendships were 
restored. So Christ was the One who took away the enmity and gave us peace with God (Rom 5:1; Rom 
8:1). Bells are associated with ringing out news. Christ is the good news, the best news of all.

From the entire Smith family I wish you a merry and healthy Christmas!
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Grand Knight, Greg Smith, accepts the 

Council’s Award for Programs In Fraternal Year 

2021-22 from District Deputy, Mike Selinsky

My Brother Knights,  

I recently viewed a friend’s post on Facebook that had two pictures of a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. The CGI dinosaur from Jurassic Park and the toy dinosaur from 
Toy Story. The accompanying headings stated, “My mom preparing for Thanksgiving 
on the Jurassic Park dinosaur and “My mom when company arrives” on the picture of 
the Toy Story Rex.

The post drew a smile because it relates a truth that we all experience. This time of the year 
always brings with it greater stresses. 

It is a sad reality because this is not how we are called to live the Advent and Christmas 
Seasons. This is to be a joyous time as we prepare spiritually, through acts of penance and 
almsgiving, for the coming of the Christ Child. But life today is complicated. Life intrudes 
with its worldliness and robs us of our peace. The secular dominates the spiritual.

I love this time of year. All the family traditions and now having a four-year-old niece makes 
it that much more special as she learns these traditions. It is a fun time. Yet we always place 
greater emphasis on our spiritual preparation. Sometimes we can lose sight of the “Reason for 
the Season,” but we can always call ourselves back to that needed spiritual preparation.  

Our opening reading for this year’s Advent Season comes from Isaiah 2:1-5. The last verse 
reminds the House of Jacob to remain on the path of the Lord. They needed reminding 
because they, like all of us, strayed from that path.

This is a reminder for us as well. We have all strayed and are now called to again place our 
feet on the path of the Lord. We can do this through the disciplines that we employ during 
Lent to prepare of the coming of Christ.

This is a beautiful time my Brothers! Enjoy your families and friends. Enjoy your family 
traditions. But remember to set your feet on the path of the Lord! 
I will be remembering you, your families, and your intentions in the Masses that I offer in the 
Advent and Christmas Seasons. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES 
DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON AND IN THE NEW YEAR

Call Greg Smith 215.205.6738
See full page ad in this newsletter 

for more details
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Grand Knight
Greg Smith

215.205.6738
3639gwsmith@gmail.com

Chaplain
Fr. Jonathan Dalin

215.632.3720
Financial Secretary
Newsletter Editor

Rich Konstance, PGK, FDD
215-637-5834

rkonstance@aol.com

“K of C Mary Queen 

of Angels Council 12384”

“Our sword is prayer.

Our shield, good works

informed by Faith”

Please Pray For

Claire Kushnerock Jean Carr. Brother Tom
Ann Markowski, Al Lynch, Lisa Connor, Carmine, 

Linda Thompson, Charlie Bojarski, USMC
Rich Galichinski Ed Owens, Torre Family

George Koch, Adeline Graham , Gabriel McClam
Ed Markowski (dec), Frank Messina (dec)

Mary Bowes (dec) Tom Kaminski (dec)
Fred and Barbara May

Knight’s led rosary

on

Monday nights

JOIN US
Interested in leading

Contact Jerry Bowes

General   Wednesday, December 7
Officers  Cancelled CHRISTMAS

All meeting, Rectory Basement 7:30  PM

02
04
11
12
14
24
30

Norm Kline
Frank Francesco
John Biancaniello
Deacon Ray
Msgr Golias
Jackson Bropleh
Tom Pearson

The Council will be selling Christmas cards in

Church again this year.  Due to all the supply 

problems associated with COVID and its aftermath, 

selections will be limited.  PLEASE support

Your Council’s efforts n emphasizing the message

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
Thank You Jerry Bowes and your co-workers

Jerry, along with Tim Andrews, Scot Brown and Joe 
MacGregor, took the time to erect the Council’s 
Keep Christ in Christmas Banners on the Church 
Lawn.  Please remember, while celebrating with gifts
Family gatherings and wonderful dinners that the 
real meaning of Christmas lay in a manger 2000 
years ago, born as man to 

SAVE US
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Im
m

aculate
Conception

At the Chapter Dinner, on October 2nd Jerry Bowes

was recognized with the presentation of the Chapter

Past Presidents’ Award. On the right, State Deputy

Miike Kish presents a certificate for State Council.  

Below, Rich Konstance announces the award and 

Below left. Lynne in presented a bouquet of roses
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December Officer Meeting Cancelled
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The Council in co-operation with St Martha School

collected the food donations from the Parish and 

deliverd more than 1500 pounds of non-perishables

To “Caring for Friends”.  Once again the generosity

Of St Martha Parishioners shows no limit

THANK YOU
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Your retreat director for the weekend will be Archbishop William E. Lori

Archbishop William E. Lori was installed as the 16th Archbishop of

Baltimore in 2012. Since then he has also worked on various

committees addressing issues like religious liberty, marriage, racism and

more. He is also currently the chairman of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities and is the Chancellor

and Chairman of the Board of St Mary’s Seminary and University in

Baltimore, MD.

The theme and message of the weekend is

Finding Peace, Healing and Hope in Today’s World
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Sunday, January 15, 2023
St Martha School Gym

1:00 P.M. Registration, 
Competition begins at 1:30

Open to all boys and girls ages

9 to 14 (as of 01/01/23)

For information contact Greg Smith 215.205.6737

or Rob Byrne 267.246.8392
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Each Member must comply with the following:

•The student’s father must be a Knight of Columbus in good standing of a Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus 

Council.

•Be the son or daughter of a deceased Knight who was a member in good standing of a Pennsylvania 

Knights of Columbus Council at the time of death.

Applicant must be aware and comply with these instructions :

•Grant application is to be sent to the Foundation Secretary, (George Beckes, 10236 Sidehill Rd. North East, 

PA 16428) postmarked between “January 1 and January 31, 2022” of the new school year. No application will 

be accepted if post marked prior to January 1st or after January 31st 2022.

•ONLY ONE APPLICATION PER ENVELOPE.

•Applicant must complete the application including obtaining all required signatures and Council Seal.

•Applicants are required to file for a Student Grant each year even if the student was awarded a Grant in the 

previous year.

•An invoice will be required from the Catholic School that the student will be attending. Once a copy of the 

Certified letter is received by the Educational Foundation Secretary stating the student is enrolled for the 

coming school year, the process of sending a $1000.00 Grant check to the Catholic School of choice will 

begin. This check will be processed by the Educational Foundation Treasurer in the July / August time frame.

Rules for Grants and General Information

•The Knights of Columbus Educational Foundation Secretary will be responsible for processing and handling 

all of the Grant requests.

•Applications will be marked with a numerical number as received and placed in a box for later processing. 

Once all applicati post marked between January 1 and January 31, 2022 are received, we will count all the 

applications and verify that each envelope has an assigned number. The Educational Foundation will hold a 

special drawing and will insure that a number has been assigned to each application. Matching numbers to 

the applications will be placed in a drum to be drawn and determine the Grant winners. The barrel will have 

the exact numbers of coins as applications.

•Families with more than one child MUST fill out an application for each child requesting a Student Grant. 

Each application has to be placed in its own envelope and sent to the Educational Foundation Secretary. 

(Only one application per envelope is allowed)

•Ten alternate applications will be drawn in case a winning student does not choose to attend a Catholic 

School. The names will be recorded as they are drawn.

•Checks will be processed during the July/August time frame. If a school requires payment before July, you 

must notify the Educational Foundation secretary. He will work with the Educational Foundation Treasurer to 

see if we have enough funding to process an early check, before we remove money from our investment fund 

for the grants.

•All Grant money not used will stay in the Educational Foundations account for future use.

•The Educational Foundation reserves the right to change the rules of this program as deemed necessary.

•The Educational Foundation reserves the right to change the dollar amount and number of grants as 

deemed necessary.

The Educational Founation will be processing up to fifty (50) $1,000.00 Knights of  

Columbus Student Grants paid to the Catholic School Grades 1 through 12 where a 

Third Degree member’s child is enrolled. Applications will be accepted by the 

Educational Foundation Secretary, if postmarked beginning January 1, 2022. The Educational 

Foundation members will then hold a drawing and the winners will be notified by the Secretary and 

also posted on the state web site. Only applications post marked between January 1, and January 

31, 2022 will be eligible for the drawing.

Scholarships & Grants
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Scholarships & Grants

TEN SCHOLARSHIPS, each totaling $3,000.00, payable in four installments of $750.00 per year, for 

Knights, sons and daughters of Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus, and Columbian Squires.

Each candidate must be at least one of the following:

A currently paid up member of a Knights of Columbus Council in the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania.

A child or stepchild of a currently paid up member of a Knights of Columbus Council in Pennsylvania.

(NOTE Grandchildren are not eligible unless the grandfather is the legal guardian of the 

applicant.)

A child or stepchild of a deceased member of the Knights of Columbus in a Pennsylvania council who 

was not in arrears at the time of his death.

A qualified Columbian Squire.

Other conditions that must be met:

The candidate must be a candidate for graduation in a recognized 4-year high school, or its home 

schooling equivalent, during the term ending June 2023 (or January 2023 for early graduates).

The candidate must submit a properly completed application form -- with all the appropriate signatures 

as required on the application -- to the Scholarship Chairman of the Pennsylvania State Council, 

Knights of Columbus, no later than December 31, 2022.

The sponsoring council must have sold the required number of “Chance of a Lifetime” (C.O.A.L.) 

Chances for the 2022-2023 campaign. Tickets are distributed by the State Council Charities 

Committee.

Each candidate must be accepted and enrolled at either a college/university or a School of Nursing 

connected with a hospital prior to payment of the scholarship. Such college or school may be under 

Catholic or non- Catholic auspices, subject to approval by the committee.

Important Dates (2022)American College Test (ACT)

October 22

December 10

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

October 1

November 5

December 3

Application and Test Scores MUST be received by

December 31, 2022 - NO EXCEPTIONS



•COAL will be the same this Fraternal Year but BETTER! The drawing will stay at the 

Convention, but we will raise the scholarship Donation to $ 40,000! The Chance of a Lifetime 

Sweepstakes (COAL) is the fundraiser that enables the College Scholarships and other charitable 

programs.

•

Volume 25, Issue 5,  November 2022  (Mary Queen of Angels 12384)   page 10

Chances are available NOW
Contact Frank Gonzon 267.275.4065

koc12384@Comcast.net
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Gerard F. Bowes
Plumbing & Heating

Contractor, Inc.

215.677.1657

24 HR. EMERCENCY SERVICE
REG #3502

Residential and Commercial
Serving Philadelphia and its suburbs

Burns Funeral Homes, Inc

Since 1939

9708 Frankford Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19114

215.637.1414

God, our Father, protector of the poor and 
defender of the widow and orphan, you 
called your priest, Father Michael J. 
McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young to the 
generous service of their neighbor. 
Through the example of his life and virtue 
may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, 
more closely, fulfilling his commandment 
of charity and building up his Body which 
is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt 
us to greater confidence in your love so 
that we may continue his work of caring 
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly 
ask that you glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 
according to the design of your holy will. 
Through his intercession, grant the favor I 
now present (here make your 
request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Cornwells Home Association
Nugent Banquet Room

Weddings ◊ Parties ◊ Fundraisers
Bridal & Baby Showers

1193 Gravel Pike
Bensalem, PA 19020

215 638-2202




