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Editor’s Note: Since 2020, La Rabida Council 1191 has published a Christmas newsletter to 
share memories and lessons of Christmas past. Members shared lessons of faith and even a 
memory of the true meaning of Christmas.  
 
We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God bless you and your 
loved ones.  
 
Guy Vacca- Gifts from God 
 
I am in awe when I ponder the wonderful, essential gifts the Lord has given to us for life to 
exist. The air that we breathe every second of every day, water, which, without we could not 
survive, and nature, that enables everyone to live and work as we are able to do. These and 
so many more gifts that God has bestowed upon us. Merry Christmas everyone. 
 
Mickey Kelly- The Baby Before Christmas 
 
It’s 1989 and a mother named Edie was just recently remarried to Joe after being widowed for 
two years. They knew each other since the third grade. She had three children with her first 
husband.  
 
In March of that year, Edie shared with her new husband during his father-in-law’s 60th birthday 
party that she was pregnant.  They were overjoyed.  
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Now, Edie was about to turn thirty-six years old. As she was visiting for gynecologist, her 
doctor has placed abortion on the table as an abortion. She refused.  
 
On December 15th, Edie gave birth to her 4th child. A boy named Michalin Joseph Leo Kelly, 
me.  
 
My mom said that I was the greatest Christmas gift that she ever had. Life is a gift that can 
never be duplicated or replaced. I’m thankful to be here. 
 

Keeping Christ in Christmas 
 

Members shared how we can keep the message of Christmas alive.  
 
Wreaths Across America 
 

 
 
Two members of our council took part in Wreaths Across America at Philadelphia National 
Cemetery on December 17th. Despite a windy cold day many came together to lay a wreath on 
the final resting place of those who served our country proudly.  
 
St. John’s Hospice 

 
 
Along with members of the Philadelphia Chapter, Mickey and Drew served a meal to 140 
homeless men women and children. 


