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Philadelphia Chapter Mission Statement  

 

The object is to bring closer in spirit and fact the Councils of the Philadelphia area for the planning of unified action to 

promote the good of the order and uphold rightful civil power in the nation, state, and community; and to also form a 

better understanding of the principles and practices of the Roman Catholic faith. This statement was taken from the 

Catholic Standard and Times dated Thursday, March 25, 1982.  
  
The Philadelphia Chapter is comprised of the following Councils:  
 

Santa Maria #263                    Charles Carroll #1364                  Our Lady of Lourdes #4546 

San Salvador #283                   Madonna #3932                           Regina Coeli #4921 

Desoto #315                             Immaculata #3933                       Rev. John McHugh #4935 

Commodore Barry #578         St. Katherine Drexel #3938        Fr. Thomas Ryan #5036 

Pinzon #904                              Regina Mundi #4052                   San Rafael #7125 

LaRabida #1191                        Core Mariae #4100                      St. Benedict de Moor #8252 

Holmesburg #1284                  St. Jude #4273                              Mary Queen of Angels #12384 

St. Leo’s #1294                         St. Charles Borromeo #4279      Pokrova #12561                                                        

St. Helena’s #15687       St. William’s # 17675 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Editor’s Note: if you know of a Brother Knight who has internet access but is not 

receiving the Journal, have him email me at donodan3@gmail.com  or call me at 215-

292-2365. Using email to distribute the Journal allows the Chapter to use the savings 

to promote our charitable work. You would be doing both yourself and the Chapter a 

tremendous service.  

Thank You.                                                                                                                             
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Upcoming Philadelphia Chapter Meetings 

  

Friday, March 25, 2022 (Cancelled)     Friday, April 22, 2022 

Friday, May 22, 2022 (changed for Memorial Day)  Friday, June 24, 2022 – Chapter Elections 

 
Meetings are held on the 4th Friday of the month. For the foreseeable future, meetings will be held both in 
person at Roman Catholic High School and virtually via Zoom. The start time will remain the same: 7:30 PM.  

 
Please Note:  

❖ All meetings at Roman Catholic High School will be held in the school cafeteria. Any City of 
Philadelphia mask requirements will be enforced.   

❖ Please note that the dates and times listed above are subject to change. An email will be sent to 
everyone on the Chapter mailing list if such a change is necessary. 

 

Chapter Officers 2021 – 2022 
 
Chapter President     Vice-President 
Dan McPeake      Atiba McCoy 
267-250-8510      267-588-8888 

 
Immediate Past President    Chaplain 
Dan Donovan      Father Matthew Biedrzycki 
215-292-2365      215-561-1314 
 
Secretary      Treasurer 
Dan Donovan      Jack Stanczak 
215-292-2365      215-483-3181 

 
Warden      Sentinel 
Fred May                                                 Patrick Anamah 
215-593-8942                                                                  
                                                       
Trustee’s 
 
John Brown    Jack Egan             Anthony Porretta 
Mike Ciampoli           Ray Hill    Mickey Kelly 
Bob Conrad            Nick Marcantonio  Mike Selinski 
Joe Duvak          Hassell Mitchell   Donald Wells 
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President - Dan McPeake 
 

Brothers all,   

 

The annual Man Up Philly Conference will be held on Saturday, March 19th at Immaculata University in Malvern. Men 
interested in participating can once again attend in person. Since many Covid regulations have been relaxed, there is 
no mask requirements for vaccinated individuals. If you have never attended this event, I strongly urge you to do so. 
It’s a wonderful day of spirituality provided by an assortment of wonderful motivational speakers. Confessions will be 
heard, and Archbishop Perez will be celebrating Mass at 2:30. Please make every effort to attend. Knights should get a 
10% discount on their online ticket price by entering the promo code KOFC2022. The Chapter will have a table at the 
event to distribute information about the KOC and collect information on prospective candidates. Stop by the table if 
you have the time.  

In the next few weeks, I’ll be reaching out to the new owners of Clementon Park to discuss our annual picnic. I’ve 
attempted to contact them by phone several times but have been unsuccessful. While I don’t hold out much hope for 
this year, I want to see if we can continue with our annual picnic for disadvantaged children going in the future. 
Several Chapter Officers will be accompanying me to meet the new owners’ representatives and determine if they 
would be willing to accommodate us. This is our only realistic option to continue this event. Please pray that we are 
successful and will be back on track with our traditional picnic next year.  

Finally, the Chapter will be returning to St. John’s Hospice for our annual Easter visit on Palm Sunday, April 10th.  

Report time is 10:00 AM at St. John’s. We had a good turnout over the Christmas Holidays when we visited prior to 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. I am hopeful we will have just as good a turnout for Easter. I appreciate all the Knights 

who take the time out of their busy schedules to make these visits a success.  

 

Finally, on behalf of my fellow Chapter Officers and Trustees, I want to wish you all a Holy Lenten season and a 

Blessed Easter. The world is facing very turbulent times right now and I ask you all to pray for peace in the Ukraine 

and for the safety of our military wherever they may be stationed. The nations of Europe haven’t seen a crisis like this 

since World War II. Our prayers are needed to make our World Leaders realize that their actions carry consequences 

beyond their borders and the safety of children across the globe rests with them.  

 

Wishing you all a Wonderful Easter! 

 

 

Dan McPeake 

Chapter President 

 

 

 

 

(3) 



Philadelphia Chapter - Knights of Columbus 
Established in 1901  

The Journal 
March – April 2022 

 

Chapter Chaplain – Father Matthew Biedrzycki 
 
Brother Knights –  

 

“Campaign of Christian Service” 

 

Lent marks the period of most intense purification and enlightenment for those persons preparing for the Easter 

Sacraments. In solidarity these elect, all the Christian faithful are invited to pray and fast alongside them as we 

prepare ourselves for the renewal of our own Baptismal Promises at Easter. 

 

Our Collect (or Opening Prayer) for Mass on Ash Wednesday does a good job of helping us see the big picture of our 

Lenten journey. It reads as follows: 

“Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy fasting this campaign of Christian service, so that, as we 

take up battle against spiritual evils, we may be armed with weapons of self-restraint.”  

 

Words and expressions like “campaign,” “battle,” “spiritual evils,” “armed” and “weapons” don’t immediately sound 

appropriate for Church but nothing could be further from the truth. Our spiritual life is very much a combat. The devil 

is real and wants nothing more than to see us in hell and separated from God for all eternity with him. In his assault 

he makes use not of physical traps but spiritual ones. 

 

His weapons are our natural, but now disordered desires for physical pleasure, for material things and a disordered 

love of self (pride). They are what St. John calls: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life (1 Jn 

2:16). These traps would have us forget that we are pilgrims on a journey to our true home: heaven. 

 

What are the “weapons of self-restraint” at our disposal throughout these days? They are Prayer, Fasting and 

Almsgiving. Each one is ordered toward combatting and ordering aright a particular interior enemy.      

 

Fasting counteracts the lust of the flesh or the desire for physical pleasure or comfort. Denying ourselves food and 

drink, we feel the pangs of hunger can help us realize in an intimate way that “One does not live on bread alone.” 

 

Almsgiving counteracts the lust of the eyes or the desire for material things. Offering material support to those in 

need from our own substance helps us to appreciate that our security and safety comes not from what we have and 

hold but from God alone, the source of every good thing. 

 

Finally, Prayer counteracts the pride of life or the disordered love of self. G.K. Chesterton once said, “We become 

taller when we bow.” In the act of prayer, we recognize that God is God, and we are not. In God we realize our 

greatest glory: “…the glory of being now called a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for your 

own possession...” 
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(Chaplain’s Message cont.) 

These early days of Lent are meant to ground us in the battle. Take time to consider how you will exercise these three 

in your own Lenten discipline as we prepare to celebrate the mysteries of salvation at Holy Week. The spiritual life is a 

combat; only the faithful get out alive! God bless you!  

 

Practical Tips: 

1) Make a Lenten Battle Plan! Pray, Fast and Give Alms  

2) Participate in a Men’s Group this Lent.  

3) Take part in a public witness with 40 Days for Life or the Philadelphia March for Life 2022 (March 26, 2022).  

 

Coming Up: 

 

March 

• Opportunities for Stations of the Cross, Penance and Reconciliation abound – take advantage of these 

this Lent in your own parishes!  

• Meatless Fridays  

• Solemnities in Lent 

o The following days may be treated like Sunday, i.e., we would not fast/abstain from meat etc.  

o St. Joseph – Saturday, March 19, 2022 

o Annunciation – Friday, March 25, 2022  

 

Blessed Michael J. McGivney, pray for us! 

 
Secretary- Dan Donovan  
 
My fellow Knights –  
 
The Man – Up Spirituality Conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 19th, at Immaculata University. The doors 

open at 8:30 AM. This is a wonderful day filled with motivational speakers; exhibitors tables from several Catholic 

Non-Profit agencies from throughout the area; opportunities to go to confession; and capped off by a Mass offered by 

Archbishop Nelson Perez at 2:30 PM.  

As you may remember, last year the conference was held virtually due to the pandemic. Please make every effort to 

attend. The Chapter will once again have a table at the conference. If you get the opportunity, stop by, and say hello 

to fellow Knights Hassell Mitchell and Donald Wells who will be manning the table as always. Read the attached flyer 

for more information. 
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2021 Charity Drive - Rich Konstance  
 

First and foremost, THANK YOU to all who supported last year’s Charity Drive. By many measures, our efforts proved 

successful in providing help to many people/organizations in need. From assistance to the homeless, support to our 

healthcare first responders and caretakers in the days of the Pandemic, to helping individuals Brothers in their time of 

need, the Philadelphia Chapter has, an always will be there to help. EVERY penny of the funds raised through our 

Charity Drive goes to Charity. My biggest disappointment in last year’s efforts lies in the fact that the 380 members 

who participated represents LESS THAN 8% of our membership. As I have suggested many times, if each of our 5000+ 

members would contribute JUST $10.00 each.... well, you can do the math, and you can appreciate how much more 

we could do in the name of Charity. PLEASE, each one of you, consider participation in our Charity Drive to the level 

that, however small or large, you are comfortable with. Thank you all in advance and God bless you and keep you 

safe. Rich 

 

Congratulations and thank you to the following Councils for their noteworthy support: 

 

Regina Coeli #4921 

St. Joseph the Worker #4215 

Father Ryan #5036 

for donations of MORE than $500 

 

Mary Queen of Angels #12384 

for donations averaging MORE than $5.00 per member 

 

and to the Council that was the BEST in both categories 

                           REGINA MUNDI #4052 

 
Chapter Charity Supports Ukraine 
 

 
On behalf of all the Brother Knights of the Chapter, charitable support has been sent to support the victims of the 

tragedy now occurring in Ukraine.  A donation was made, through UNICEF, to relieve the suffering experienced by 

those unfortunate children who have done NOTHING to warrant their current situation.  The Chapter asks that each 

one of us continue to support our Brother Knights and ALL those in Ukraine, though prayer:  
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“Give comfort to those who suffer because of the violence. Give comfort to those who mourn their 

dead, and strength to neighboring countries to welcome the refugees. Convert the hearts of those 

who resort to arms and protect those who work to promote peace. 

God of hope, inspire leaders to choose peace instead of violence and to seek reconciliation with 

enemies. Inspire compassion in the universal Church for the Ukrainian people and give us hope for a 

future of peace based on justice for all.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace and Light of the world. Amen.” 
 
 

 
The prayer below has special ties to Ukraine and her people. It is suggested that this oration be 
offered on their behalf. 
  

We fly to Your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God. 
Despise not our prayers in our needs, 

but deliver us from all dangers since you alone are pure and blessed. 
O most glorious ever-Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of Christ our God, accept our prayers 
and present them to Your Son and our God, 

that for the sake of you, He enlighten and save our souls. 
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Chance of a Lifetime – (COAL) 
 
COAL is here in time for Christmas this year! TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW! Individual tickets will be sold at $5.00 per 

ticket. Councils will make $2.25 per ticket sold and delivered to the COAL Chairman by April 5, 2022, and $2.00 for 

tickets returned after April 5, 2022. The drawing will be held on Friday evening, May 13th at 9:00 PM as part of the 

State Convention being held at the Mount Pocono Kalahari Resort. To simplify the process for submitting tickets, 

Councils are encouraged to submit tickets stubs and payments together.  

 

Councils that did not receive their allotment of tickets or that require additional tickets can order online at 

https://cda913.org/coal-order.html. Or by contacting State COAL Chairman Fran O’Hara, FSW by phone at  

610-733-1812 or by email at coalchairman@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

 
 

 
 
PA State Council Prayer –St. Michael the Archangel 
 
Holy Michael the Archangel defend us in the battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares    of the 

devil. Rebuke him, O God, we humbly beseech thee; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by 

the divine power cast into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen 

 
 
 

(8) 
Philadelphia Chapter - Knights of Columbus 

https://cda913.org/coal-order.html


Established in 1901  

The Journal 
March – April 2022 

                                                
Chapter Sick List 

                                  
Please pray for our sick Brothers and their family members who are listed below. Also keep in your prayers the 

families of all who have been affected by the on-going Covid Pandemic as well as all our Country’s Military 

Personnel stationed at numerous bases around the world: 

Fred May   Barbara May   Marge McPeake          Mary Donovan 

  Michele Donovan         George Koch  Kathy Koch          Donna McLaughlin           

     Ray Hill           Ray Kelly             Donald Wells        Bob Larkin 

Nick Marcantonio       John Carroll          the Unborn       the Homeless            

  

** Please alert the editor of any additions or deletions from this list by emailing donodan3@gmail.com. 
     I would like to keep the listing as up to date as possible. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
Prayers Unite the World 
 

EVERY time our Church has had a need, our Brother Knights have responded. Right now, our Faith is under 

attack like it has never been and the Church needs its most faithful members to stand up and share its message of God's 

love with the world. 

 

The Knights are partnering with “Prayers Unite the World” to do just that. Begun by a Brother Knight, “Prayers Unite 

the World” is a website where people can request prayers and then learn about many of the religious communities and 

Catholic organizations from around the world. 

 

We need to build an army of men who would be willing to share the Faith through the power of prayer. You do not 

need to explain the Faith. You simply live the Faith and let people know that God and his loving Church are with them. 

All through the power of prayer.  

 

It only takes five minutes of time, and it does not cost a dime. 
For further information contact 

 

or call 215-779-219 
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Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 
Founder of the Knights of Columbus 

  

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed 
Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their 
neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 
commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us 
to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We 
humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his 
intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Please report all favors received:  

The Father McGivney Guild  

1 Columbus Plaza    

 

The Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) 

The RSVP is a program for keeping our Faith Alive by supporting our Seminarians and Postulants who have been called 
to do God's work. These young men and women need Councils of the Knights of Columbus to provide moral, financial, 
and spiritual support during their religious journey. For every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council will 
refund the council $100. The maximum refund for council or assembly is $400 per individual. 

In addition to the $100.00 each Chapter Council receives from Supreme; you are also eligible for an additional $50.00 
refund from the Chapter for each $500.00 RSVP donation. We urge all Councils to support our Seminarians and 
Permanent Deacon candidates through the RSVP and the Archdiocesan Permanent Deaconate and Ministry Program 
Fund.  
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Philadelphia Chapter Councils Offer Affordable Facilities for That Special Event  
  

The Councils listed offer a variety of professional services and accessible location for your special events:  
  

* Fr. John McHugh Council # 4935, 5323 Oxford Avenue, Phila. PA 19124 Phone: 215-535-0849  

- special packages for large and small events, catering, and self-catering options available  
 

* Regina Coeli # 4921, 9617 James Street, Phila. PA 19135 Phone: 215-332-2517  

- flexible hall for large and small events, catering services and full-service bar options available  

 

* St. Charles Borromeo Council # 4279, 1193 Gravel Pike, Bensalem PA 19020; Phone: 215-638-2202; offer ample 

parking and a variety of food and beverage packages to fit any   occasion  
  

* St. Katharine Drexel Council # 3968, 15000 Bustleton Avenue, Phila. PA 19116.  

Phone: 215-969-4470; banquet hall available for shower, birthdays and other events, catering, and beverage 

services available  
  

*  Twining Hall (M.E.I. Caterers) 4900 East Street Road, Trevose PA Phone: 215-364-2130 - Knight owned   

 business, available for large and small events, several caterings and beverage packages available  
 

*  Holmesburg Council #1284 3300 Knorr St Hall available for rentals. Contact Tim Thomson Hall manager at  

  215-331-4570(Hall) or 215-514-0962 

  

Please support our local Councils and remember to mention you are a Knights of Columbus member when you call.  
If I missed your Council, please email me your information and I will include it in next publication.  
 

If you have a Knight’s related function occurring before the release of the next Journal, feel free to forward the 

information to me. I would be more than happy to assist with advertising your event via email.  

  

The Journal is published bi-monthly. If your Council has an article to submit, please forward it to my attention by 

the first week of the month.           

  

 Philadelphia Chapter                                    Editor: Dan Donovan                                    

                 Knights of Columbus                                           E-mail: donodan3@gmail.com                 

    302 Holly Hill Road 

        Warwick, PA 18974            
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The Officers and Trustees of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Knights of the Columbus hope all our 

member Council; our fellow Knights and their families enjoy a Happy and Holy Easter Season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


