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Summer 2022                     
 
Please note: We are meeting virtually through Zoom and in person unless otherwise noted. If 
you need a link and password, you are asked to contact Dan Nadeem below.  

Financial Secretary: Evan Szarenski  
 
After some recent research and the need to be more efficient in logging service hours, all 
members received the fraternal survey workbook. Members must log their hours month by month 
of everything they have done. This will help me to put everything together and the ensure a 
faster documentation for the annual fraternal survey due every January. Be sure to email me 
your worksheet every month corresponding the month you have done your hours with name and 
month. If you did not receive the worksheet, please contact me.  
 
By now, everyone should have received two notices pertaining to the 2022 council dues. Be sure 
that you are up to par with the dues. You may give more than $30 if you please.  
 
So far 10 weeks of play have come and gone. We’ve had nine winners so far. Be sure that you 
have paid up.  
 
As we close out the fraternal year, now is a good time to make sure that your contact information 
(particularly address and email address) are up to date. You can make the updates online (Link), 
or you can email me any updates. 
 
 
Grand Knight Corner: Dan Nadeem 
 
 
In January 2018, after looking for a new council home, I attended my first meeting with La 
Rabida Council. My predecessor was ready to start the meeting when he saw someone 
strolling in and wanted to see who it was. It turned out to be me. By June, that same Grand 
Knight reached out to me to be his Deputy Grand Knight. During my tenure, we explored 
possible avenue to reach out to neighboring parishes which is now in fruition. Began the 
process of settling financial issues while navigating the pandemic and the council to its current 
home at the Basilica.  
 
I am ending my time as the Grand Knight of the council. I do thank my predecessors and 
officers, current, past, and future for their dedication and hard work in helping me revive the 
council through many initiatives. I wish God’s blessing upon Tim Murphy who will lead the 
council. Vivat Jesus 

Danial A. Nadeem, J.D., M.S., G.K. 
2751 Pennsylvania Avenue, Unit B-106 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
(334) 507-2340 

Evan Szarenski, F.S. 
1616 Naudain ST 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 
(248)-770-1753 



  

 
 

 
 
 
Recorder’s Corner: Chris Barber 
 
I want to inform brother knights that I launched an email that is connected to our council. This 
will help with any correspondences we receive from assembly, chapter, and even New Haven. 
Please save it in your email address book, so it does not land in your spam folder. Our new 
council email address is kofc1191@gmail.com.  
 
If you reach out to any members of the council and have information on emails and phone 
numbers, please send them to me.  
 
 
Pro-Life Report: Mickey Kelly  
 
“Your life is a gift.” Catherine Hadro, Anchor for EWTN Pro-Life Weekly. 
 
 
On June 24th, The Supreme Court overruled Roe v Wade in a landmark historic decision that has right 
the wrongs of nearly half a century. While we rejoice over the rectified mistake, we must continue to 
build a culture of life one heart and baby at a time. Take an active role today in defending life.  
 
Your presence is needed outside of the abortion facilities through Sidewalk Advocates that is taking 
place until September 27th. 
 
The next 40 Days for Life Campaign begins on September 28th and ends on November 5th. Your 
participation is needed. 
 
The sites are: 

• Philadelphia Women’s Center (777 Appletree) Tuesday through Saturday 
o 7AM-3PM 
o A regular vigil takes place every Saturday starting at 6:30 AM. 

• Planned Parenthood (1144 Locust Street) Monday through Saturday 8AM-4PM 
o Helpers of God Precious Infants vigil happens every 3rd Saturday. 

§ 7:45 AM Mass at St. John the Evangelist followed by rosary procession to PP. 
• Continue to defend life from womb to tomb in your community 

 
 
Judy Secoda, Director of The Legacy of Life Foundation needs our assistance moving forward 
with a need for Knights Presence - please take note of the Specifics Below: 

• Location - Pregnancy Center on 12th and Locust 
• Date and Time (To be Determined). 
• Requesting for a Knights Presence as a Final Decision is being made on Roe Vs Wade 

Case unfolds. 
o Roles taken: 



  

 
 

§ Stand At Entrance's 
§ Pray the Rosary 
§ Provide Support just by being Present 
§ Her email is judy@legacyoflifefoundation.org 

 
 
 
Chaplain: Father Matthew Biedrzycki 
 
On June 29th, we celebrated the Solemnity of SS. Peter and Paul, our 
patrons. SS. Peter and Paul are counted among Jesus’ earliest followers. 
Peter is the brother Andrew who first brought him to Jesus. Peter would 
quickly become one of Jesus’ closest friends and collaborators. 
Eventually Peter would become the leader of the apostolic band. 
Paul began life as a deeply religious man. He was a Jewish Pharisee and 
desired God’s honor and glory, however not as a follower of Jesus. We 
first encounter him in the story of St. Stephen’s martyrdom, where Paul 
(who is also called Saul) is there consenting to the action his Jewish 
brothers undertake to silence Stephen. Paul himself would come to see 
Jesus as Stephen did that day, and he would never be the same. 
Both St. Peter and Paul’s stories speak to us in different ways as we 
determine to live truly Christian lives. One aspect that I believe can 
teach us a great deal if we pay attention is the growth and maturing each 
undergoes in his following of Jesus Christ. What do I mean? Neither 
start out as saints! 
 
Pope Emeritus Benedict noted in a series of teachings on the lives of the 
apostles that Peter undergoes not one but several moments of 
“conversion” in his life. His words: 
“…it seems to me that these conversions of St. Peter on different 
occasions, and his whole figure are a great lesson for us. We too 
have a desire to for God, we too want to be generous, but we too 
expect God to be strong in the world and transform the world on 
the spot, according to our ideas and the needs that we perceive. 
God chooses a different way. Good chooses the way of the 
transformation of hearts in suffering and humility. And we, like 
Peter, must convert, repeatedly. We must follow Jesus 
and not go before him: it is he who shows us the way.” 1 
Peter learns over time the suffering and humility that purify the heart of 
a disciple. He will also experience the power and promise of that faith 
as well as the cross. Paul too, will suffer much for the sake of Jesus’ 
name however love will make it light. He writes in his letter to the 
Galatians as a man whose heart has been given over to Christ entirely: 
“I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, 
but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I 
live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and 



  

 
 

given himself up for me.” (Gal 2:19b-20).  
 
On the feast of Corpus Christi, we began a three-year period of 
Eucharistic Revival in our local Church and throughout the United 
States. This period is meant to be a time for deepening our faith in 
the living God present in the Eucharist. Let us determine like SS. 
Peter and Paul to set our eyes upon him and not on ourselves. 
Making a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, that is spending time 
adoring the Lord in the Tabernacle of exposed upon the altar with 
faith and fervor can help us to grow in that Eucharistic 
Amazement that cannot but leave us changed. This prayer of 
adoration, where we recognize concretely that God is God and we 
are not enables us to humbly acknowledge our relationship with 
Him must always be growing. SS. Peter and Paul became saints 
because of the intentional time they passed with Jesus. Wherever 
our faith may be today, let’s determine to start fresh.  
 
SS. Peter and Paul, pray for us!  
 
Practical Tips: 
 
Determine a time each week to make a Holy Hour in 
Church 
o Pray the Rosary, Read Scripture, be in silence 
with God! 
 
Coming Up: 

• Our council will host the St. Joseph Icon at the Basilica on the weekend of September 
24th and 25th. More details will come in the next newsletter. Make plans to help make this 
a success 

 
Have a Blessed Summer 
 
 
 
 
 
Chancellor: Matteo Weiner 
 
Don’t forget to check out Knightsgear.com and order Knights apparel. Once you receive it, wear 
it with pride when doing service, attending Mass, teeing off a four on the golf course, or during 
your travels.  
 
Continue to pray for the canonization of our founder, Father Michael McGivney. See the prayer 
below. 
 



  

 
 

I look forward to working with my brothers to promote the good works of the order in Center City 
Philadelphia. 
 
In light of the recent acts of vandalism and arson happening in our country, Be sure to come to 
the aid of our church. Reach out to the pastor at your church to see how you can help. 
 
Nick Balee- Young Catholic Professionals 
 
Young Catholic Professionals recently launched its 24th Chapter in Philadelphia and invites 
adults of all ages to get involved in our ministry focused on Working in Witness for Christ. 
  
20s & 30s: Enjoy free beer and wine, find new friends, and hear faith and career advice from 
local Catholic business leaders at our events! 
40+: Serve the young adults in your community as a mentor, board member, or financial 
supporter of YCP! 
  
Visit www.ycpphiladelphia.org or email info@ycpphiladelphia.org to learn more. 
 
 
 
Looking Ahead 

• No meetings in July or August 
• Our council installation is September 19th. We will have a Mass. The installation of 

council officers will follow. Details will be coming in the next newsletter. All members 
and family are welcome to attend. 

 
 
St. Patricks’ (20th and Locust) 
 

• St. Patrick's is now streaming its Holy Hour! The Holy Hour begins at 6:45 pm every 
Thursday with the Dominican friars reciting the Compline (Night Prayer). The Holy Hour 
then lasts from 7 pm to 8 pm. If you would like to watch the live stream, it is available on 
St. Patrick's website: https://www.stpatrickphilly.org/. 

• St. Patrick's has its monthly rosary walk. It occurs the first Saturday of every month after 
the 8 am Mass. The group, led by one of the Dominican friars, departs from St. Patrick's 
and walks through the neighborhood saying the rosary. After, the group gets breakfast 
in the neighborhood. All are encouraged to attend.  

• The weekly night classes at St. Patrick's continue Monday nights at 7 pm. A link to the 
classes can be found on St. Patrick's website (https://www.stpatrickphilly.org/). In June, 
the classes will switch to Tuesday nights and will be online as well as in person. 

• The St. Patrick's Young Adults group also meets Thursdays at 8 pm, after the weekly 
holy hour. 
 

 
 
 



  

 
 

Patriotic Degree 
• Archbishop Ryan Assembly will be holding meetings on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 

You are asked to contact Mickey Kelly if interested see below  
• There will be an installation on Saturday, September 10th at St. Anthony’s in Ambler. 

The details will come in our next newsletter when available.  
• All current sir knights are asked to get the new uniform. The assembly will pay you $200 

back to what you will spend for uniform. Contact Oleg Berezovski for more information 
at oley_b@yahoo.com.  

• The Testimonial honoring Past Faithful Navigator Oleg Berezovski is Saturday, 
November 5th at Twining Hall. Contact Carl Tierney for more information at 
tierneyc1@aol.com  

 

 
 
On June 4th, 81 brothers were knighted during the 124th annual 4th Degree Exemplification. 
Congratulations to Christopher Barber, Louis Ferrero, and Daniel Heenan on becoming Sir 
Knights of Columbus from our council and the newest for Archbishop Ryan Assembly 910. 
 
Council News 

• We increased our presence recently through bulletin announcements. We hope to 
continue to do so with also a flyer on the billboards of the back of the church. 

• We held our election on June 20th. Congratulations our newly elected officers. Tim 
Murphy will be our new Grand Knight of the council. 

• Mass of Thanksgiving for the reversal of Roe v Wade court decision will take place at the 
Basilica on Sunday, July 31st at 11 AM. Archbishop Nelson Perez will be the main 
celebrant. All are welcome to attend. Knights will be needed to greet and protect the 
church especially with the ongoing threats of disruption from Jane’s Revenge and other 
pro-abortion terrorist groups 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Tim Murphy on receiving the council’s 2021-2022 Knight of the Year award. 
Here he is giving the history of our council prior to our monthly meeting in April.  
 

 
 
On June 20th, the council held an exemplification for charity, unity, and fraternity. These new 
knights were from around the Greater Philadelphia area. Mickey Kelly, Dan Nadeem, Father 
Matthew took part along with Former State Warden Fran O’Hara. We also had outgoing State 
Secretary Raymond McLaughlin to help as a member of the degree team.  
 
The state secretary reflected on the need of brotherhood as he alluded to the friendships, he 
made in his 41 years of service with the knights in a myriad of positions. 
 
The council also witnessed two new members for their own council Mike McGeough and Reid 
Murray. See their bios.  
 
This is our first time doing it at the cathedral. We hope to have another one in the future.  
 
Welcome to the Knights of Columbus, Brothers 
 
 



  

 
 

Mike McGeough 
 

 
 
My name is Michael Patrick McGeough, and I am a restaurant manager with the Adelphia 
Group. I am a member of the Cathedral Parish of SS Peter and Paul. I am Married to Bethany 
and father to Michael and Sarah, both who are finished with their education and doing well in 
their careers. I was raised in the Catholic faith by my faithful Irish immigrant parents, however, 
I drifted from the Faith all through my teen years and into my twenties.  
 
Then through the witness of an Evangelical work associate I had a major conversion at the age 
of 30. After many years in various church traditions, I found myself going to seminary in a 
conservative Anglican Church. It was through those studies that I discovered the early Church 
Fathers and became convinced that the Catholic Church is where I belonged. By God’s grace I 
have continued with this Faith over the years with a few bumps in the road. Last month, my 
father asked if I had ever joined the knights? I started looking more deeply and came across 
the “into the breach” video series and was convinced this was the ministry the Lord was 
leading me to. I am grateful to be part of this historic fraternity started by a faithful pastor.   
 
Fun fact- I love riding motorcycles and used to be involved in motorcycle ministries which 
helped me share my faith.  
 
 
 
Welcome to the order, Brother Mike McGeough 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
Reid Murray 
 

 
 
Reid is a parishioner at St. Patrick’s Church in Philadelphia. He and his wife 
Elizabeth moved to Philadelphia in 2017 from Hopewell, NJ outside of Princeton. 
They reside in Society Hill. They have a daughter Charlotte who is a theater artist in New York 
City. 
 
Reid is active in as a Lector at St. Patrick’s and a server at the St. Joseph’s Church 
feeding ministry. He was received into the Church at Easter 2007 from the 
Episcopal Church. He became a knight to serve the church. 
 
Born and raised in Washington, DC, he is a 1980 graduate of Boston College. 
Professionally he has spent most of his business career in banking. He worked for 
several firms in New York City as a communications and media industry coverage 
officer for primarily for J. P. Morgan Chase and CIBC Oppenheimer. 
 
He currently owns a specialty coatings company located in Philadelphia and 
Newark Delaware. 
Aside from his interest in business he is interested in historic preservation, 
theater, sacred art, history, politics, golf, and travel.  
 
Fun fact: In 2015 he and his best friend from college made the 500-mile pilgrimage to Santiago 
de Compostela Spain.  
 
Welcome to the order, Brother Reid Murray 



  

 
 

 
 
2021-2022 OFFICERS 
 
Grand Knight: Dan Nadeem                                      danialnadeem@gmail.com  
Deputy Grand Knight: Mickey Kelly            mickeykelly96@gmail.com            
Chancellor: Matteo Weiner                                        matteoweiner@gmail.com                  
Recorder: Chris Baber            waterguy20000@yahoo.com  
Treasurer: Dave Eget                                davideget@gmail.com 
Advocate: Daniel Heenan            dan.heenan@live.com  
Warden: Bob Carr                                 leonracarr@comcast.net  
Lecturer: Guy Vacca            mgvacca1@verizon.net  
 
Inside Guards: 
Joe Kelly, Jr. PGK, PFN, and FDD          joejr.58@hotmail.com  
 
Outside Guards: 
Dominic Vigilante                                 mrmeeks924@gmail.com 
 
Trustees: 
Y1: Lou Ferrero                  lou.ferrero@gmail.com 
Y2: Matteo Weiner              See above 
Y3: Chris Dinan              cj1970cad@yahoo.com 
                       
Chaplain: Fr. Matthew Biedryzcki                               fathermkb@gmail.com  
Financial Secretary: Evan Szarenski szrnskev@gmail.com 
Lecturer: Tim Murphy             murphytimothy@comcast.net 
 
 
Members: 
Ron Withopf, PGK 
Deacon Vince Thompson                                            check4leaks@aol.com  
James White               Jwwhite01@hotmail.com  
Dr. Francis X. McNesby                                              francis.mcnesby@drexelmed.edu 
Ray Yabor               new503@aol.com 
John Krewer                                                               John.a.krewer@gmail.com 
Arturo Aceves-Serrano            ACEVES28@gmail.com 
Fr. Paul Convery                                                 sfx7840@msn.com  
Al Fisher 
Nicholas Balee nickbalee2013@gmail.com  
Matthew Spellacy team@aquinasgroup.io 
Joe Trout                                                                troutj2@stockton.edu 
Guy Vacca                        mgvacca1@verizon.net 
Greg Tedesco Tedescog@comcast.net 
Drew Murray              drew.murray36@gmail.com  
Connor Campbell             dccampbellnxt@gmail.com   



  

 
 

Fr. Dennis Gill             fr.dgill@archphila.org   
Tony Farnan Tonyfarnan64@icloud.com  
Mike McGeough mmcgeough64@gmail.com  
Reid Murray reid.murray15@gmail.com  
Jacob Rigmaiden             rigmaidenjacob@gmail.com  
 
The list of officers for the 2022-2023 will be included in our next newsletter.  
 
Good of the Order- Victims of the clergy abuse scandal, our veterans, the homeless, 
persecuted Christians, peace in Ukraine and the world, those affected by COVID-19, the unborn, 
conversion of souls, all members of our order in need of prayers, an increase in vocations to 
religious, priesthood, and holy matrimony, victims of recent shootings, pro-lifers, and the souls 
in purgatory. 
 
Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J McGivney 
 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your 
priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we 
follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building 
up his Body which is the Church. 
 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may 
continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your 
venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. 
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 
 
Blessed Michael J McGivney, pray for us 
 
 

Vivat Jesus 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Our next newsletter will go out on Wednesday, August 17th. The deadline for 
submissions is August 10th.  


