
LARABIDIAN Founded 1907 
LA RABIDA COUNCIL     NO. 1191 

Fr. Matthew Biedrzycki, Chaplain 

 

 
 
 
 
September/October 2022                     
 
 

 
 
 
Financial Secretary: Evan Szarenski  
 
After some recent research and the need to be more efficient in logging service hours, all 
members received the fraternal survey workbook. Members must log their hours month by month 
of everything they have done. This will help me to put everything together and the ensure a 
faster documentation for the annual fraternal survey due every January 31st. If you did not 
receive the worksheet, please contact me at szrnskev@gmail.com.  
 
 
The interest survey went out in June. If you need a copy, contact me. Fill it out and send it to me 
and our Grand Knight on what activities would interest you.  
 
By now, everyone should have received two notices pertaining to the 2022 council dues. Be sure 
that you are up to par with the dues. You may give more than $30 if you please. Be on the 
lookout for the 2023 dues. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 13-run pool. It was a fun season as always and 
helped the council raise additional income. We look forward to 2023. That will be determined by 
our next newsletter. If you haven’t received your winnings, please be sure to contact me and we 
will send you a check as soon as possible. If you haven’t paid in full, please do so as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
 

Timothy J Murphy 
786 N Croskey Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
murphytimothy@comcast.net 

Evan Szarenski, F.S. 
1616 Naudain ST 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 
(248)-770-1753 



  

 
 

 
Here are the winners:  
 
Week 1- Detroit Tigers and Seattle Mariners Bob Mullan and Chris Barber 
Weeks 2 and 3- SF Giants Cass Glenn 
Week 4- Washington Nationals Dan McPeake 
Week 5- Houston Astros Evan Szarenski 
Week 6: NY Mets Steve Koellner Jr 
Week 7: NY Mets Drew Murray 
Week 8: Atlanta Braves and San Diego Padres Edie Conboy and Ray Kelly 
Week 9: Chicago White Sox Brian Hunt 
Weeks 10 and 11: NY Yankees Bob Mullan 
Week 12: Cleveland Indians Brian Hunt 
Week 13: San Francisco Giants MaryAnne Bera 
Weeks 14 and 15: LA Dodgers Patsy Stanczak 
Week 16: Atlanta Braves and San Diego Padres Steve Koellner Sr and May Vacca 
Week 17: San Diego Padres Mickey Kelly 
Week 18: Atlanta Braves Theresa Thompson 
Week 19: St. Louis Cardinals Jerry Conboy 
Week 20: Arizona D-Backs and St. Louis Cardinals Steve Koellner Jr and Mary Vacca  
 
 
 
Grand Knight Corner: Tim Murphy 
 
 
Brothers, 
 
I look forward to leading our council. I thank Dan Nadeem for his leadership the last three 
years. I hope and pray to live up to expectations.  
 
My brothers, I have two questions for everyone to ponder: Are you a knight to just check off 
things to do? Have you been active with your membership? 
 
My hope is to have every member play a proactive role in their council, whether you are an 
officer or a regular member. The time to play an active role is now.   
 
Remember that our meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month in Drexel Hall 
(basement of Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter & Paul, unless otherwise noted*).  
 
DATES: 

• Monday September 19th, 2022 
• Monday October 17th, 2022* (Neuman Room, at the rear of the Basilica) 
• Monday November 21st, 2022 
• Monday December 19th, 2022* (Christmas Dinner/Fundraiser, location TBD) 



  

 
 

• Monday January 16th, 2023 
• Monday February 20th, 2023 
• Monday March 20th, 2023 
• Monday April 17th, 2023 
• Monday May 15th, 2023 
• Monday June 19th, 2023 

 
 
Recorder’s Corner: Connor Campbell 
 
I want to inform brother knights that I launched an email that is connected to our council. This 
will help with any correspondences we receive from assembly, chapter, and even New Haven. 
Please save it in your email address book, so it does not land in your spam folder. Our new 
council email address is kofc1191@gmail.com.  
 
If you reach out to any members of the council and have information on emails and phone 
numbers, please send them to me.  
 
Be sure to email us if you need help or have any service opportunities, send them our way.  
 
 
Pro-Life Report: Tony Farnan  
 
“Your life is a gift.” Catherine Hadro, Anchor for EWTN Pro-Life Weekly. 
 
 
Legacy of Life Foundation Baby Bottle Drive Fundraiser - September 24-25 at the Basilica of Sts. 
Peter and Paul; Cathedral. There will be envelopes you can put checks and money in them and return 
them in the collection basket. Make your check payable to the Legacy of Life Foundation and return to 
church next week (October 1st and 2nd). 
 
Your presence is needed outside of the abortion facilities through Sidewalk Advocates that is taking 
place until September 27th. 
 
The next 40 Days for Life Campaign begins on September 28th and ends on November 5th. Your 
participation is needed. 
 
The sites are: 

• Philadelphia Women’s Center (777 Appletree) Tuesday through Saturday 
o 7AM-3PM 
o A regular vigil takes place every Saturday starting at 6:30 AM. 

• Planned Parenthood (1144 Locust Street) Monday through Saturday 8AM-4PM 
o Helpers of God Precious Infants vigil happens every 3rd Saturday. 

§ 7:45 AM Mass at St. John the Evangelist followed by rosary procession to PP. 
• Continue to defend life from womb to tomb in your community 



  

 
 

 
 
The 40th Annual Stand Up for Life will take place on Sunday, November 20th at Sheraton Philadelphia 
4:30PM to 9PM. The guest speaker is David Bereit of 40 Days for Life. Tickets are $90 for general 
admission. $65 per students. Visit prolifeunion.org to order your tickets before it is sold out.  
 
 
Chaplain: Father Matthew Biedrzycki 
 
The One Who Humbles Himself… 
 
As we prepare to begin a new fraternal year and look forward to the 
installation of our new officers this September, Our Lord provides us 
opportunity to reflect upon an essential virtue for Christian living: 
humility.  
 
This past August 28th the Gospel focused on a parable our 
Lord offers to direct us in the path of humility. Humility is that virtue 
which enables a man to live according to the truth that “God is God 
and I am not.”  
 
Accordingly, he does not strive after things beyond his 
station in creation but seeks to order all things according to the place 
he occupies in God’s plan. What does that mean? Practically, the 
humble man knows who he is and who he is not. He is going to aspire 
to attain those things which are in keeping with his proper aim and 
end. For the man who serves the Lord, that proper aim and end is 
heaven. 
 
Jesus offers us this guidance in that Gospel mentioned above: 
“…everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted. (Lk 14:11) St. Benedict 
says that pride is equivalent to every exaltation of self. What does 
that mean for us? Jesus encouraged the guest at a wedding 
banquet to seek the lowest places at table. The Master of the 
banquet may himself invite them higher. 
 
For us, we ought to adopt those practices that will enable us to 
seek the lowest places freely and fully; really desiring, like Jesus, 
to serve and not to be served. Three things that can help: 1) 
Prayer, 2) Attention to our Duties and 3) Love for the Poor. Daily 
prayer is essential for growing in our appreciation of that 
fundamental truth of the humble man: “God is God and I am 
not.” A daily concrete period set aside for him is invaluable. 
 
Secondly, attention to our duties. This ensures that we are 



  

 
 

satisfying the responsibilities that have been entrusted to us and 
not grasping beyond them. There is a big difference between 
doing our part and what we “think” our part could be. 
Finally, love the poor. Spending time with the poor, conversing 
with them, assisting, serving them… Becoming poor like the poor, 
we recognize who we are before God; poorer than the poorest 
beggar. May we become poor like the poor one and so aspire to 
the highest heights with the saints in heaven where we pray our 
holy patron is now.  
 
Bl. Michael J. McGivney, pray for us that we 
may be humble as Christ is humble. Vivat Jesus! 
 
 
 
Chancellor:  Mickey Kelly  
 
Don’t forget to check out Knightsgear.com and order Knights apparel. Once you receive it, wear it with 
pride when doing service, attending Mass, teeing off at four on the golf course, or during your travels.  
 
Continue to pray for the canonization of our founder, Father Michael McGivney. See the prayer below. 
 
Let us do our part to bring in new members to our council.  
 
Recently, I subscribed to the Hallow App, which leads me to an important question: How is your faith? 
Are you praying? Your first two weeks are free before paying an annual subscription. I also have one to 
Magnificat.  
 
Today, try to begin and end with prayer. In between the beginning and end, pray in all circumstances. 
Even incorporate a rosary, litany, and Divine Mercy Chaplet with friends, family, and those who are living 
out their Catholic faith as you are.  
 
Nick Balee- Young Catholic Professionals 
 
Young Catholic Professionals recently launched its 24th Chapter in Philadelphia and invites 
adults of all ages to get involved in our ministry focused on Working in Witness for Christ. 
  
20s & 30s: Enjoy free beer and wine, find new friends, and hear faith and career advice from 
local Catholic business leaders at our events! 
40+: Serve the young adults in your community as a mentor, board member, or financial 
supporter of YCP! 
  
Visit www.ycpphiladelphia.org or email info@ycpphiladelphia.org to learn more. 
 
 
 



  

 
 

Looking Ahead 
• Our fall meetings are September 19th, October 17th, and November 21st.  
• We will have the Icon of St. Joseph visiting the Basilica on September 24th and 25th. Following 

the Masses that weekend, we will be conducting membership drive. Members are encouraged to 
help after all of the masses. Let the Grand Knight know if you can help. 

• The council’s Christmas party will be determined, and details are forthcoming. 
• Football Sweeps are available, and any sold ones will be collected during the October meeting to 

ensure the October 28th deadline to be met. Contact Mickey if interested 267-872-4111. Let’s sell 
75 sweeps.  

 
Upcoming Events 

• The 8th annual Abbeyfest will take place on Saturday, September 17th. Doors open at noon. This 
will take place at the Daylesford Abbey 220 S Valley Rd, Paoli, PA 19130. Tickets start at $44. 
Visit www.abbeyfest.com to order your ticket now.  

• The annual Philadelphia Chapter Columbus Day Dinner will be held on Sunday, October 2nd. 
The event will take place at Twining Hall 4900 E. Street Road, Trevose, PA from 2PM-6PM. 
Tickets are $35 per person. Contact Rich Konstance for tickets or ad pricing at 
rkonstance@aol.com or 215.637.5834. The recipients for Man and Woman of the Year are Fr. 
Denis O’Donnell and Sister Paula Napoli. Jerry Bowes will also be the Past President Award 
recipient.  

• San Salvador Council will be celebrating their 125th anniversary on Friday, October 14th at 
Galdo’s Caterers from 6:30PM to 10:30PM. Tickets are $75. Contact Biagio today for tickets 
and information on ad sponsorships at 215-316-6743.  

• Deacon's Recognition Mass will take place on Saturday, November 12th at St. Katherine of Siena 
9700 Frankford Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19114. Contact Dan Donovan for more information at 
phillychapter1901@gmail.com 

• Mark your calendars for the 15th annual Man Up Philly Conference on Saturday March 4th 2023 
at Cardinal O’Hara High School.  

 
 
St. Patricks’ (20th and Locust) 
 

• St. Patrick's is now streaming its Holy Hour! The Holy Hour begins at 6:45 pm every 
Thursday with the Dominican friars reciting the Compline (Night Prayer). The Holy Hour 
then lasts from 7 pm to 8 pm. If you would like to watch the live stream, it is available on 
St. Patrick's website: https://www.stpatrickphilly.org/. 

• St. Patrick's has its monthly rosary walk. It occurs the first Saturday of every month after 
the 8 am Mass. The group, led by one of the Dominican friars, departs from St. Patrick's 
and walks through the neighborhood saying the rosary. After, the group gets breakfast 
in the neighborhood. All are encouraged to attend.  

• The weekly night classes at St. Patrick's continue Monday nights at 7 pm. A link to the 
classes can be found on St. Patrick's website (https://www.stpatrickphilly.org/). In June, 
the classes will switch to Tuesday nights and will be online as well as in person. 

• The St. Patrick's Young Adults group also meets Thursdays at 8 pm, after the weekly 
holy hour. 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
Patriotic Degree 

• Archbishop Ryan Assembly will be holding meetings on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 
You are asked to contact Mickey Kelly at 2678724111 or mickeykelly96@gmail.com.   

• There will be a meeting on Saturday, September 10th at 11 AM. Contact Oleg below for 
more information.   

• All current sir knights are asked to get the new uniform. The assembly will pay you $200 
back to what you will spend for uniform. Contact Oleg Berezovski for more information 
at oley_b@yahoo.com.  

• The Testimonial honoring Past Faithful Navigator Oleg Berezovski is Saturday, 
November 5th at Twining Hall. Contact Carl Tierney for more information at 
tierneyc1@aol.com 

• Are you a 3rd degree member? Do you want to become a Sir Knight? The assembly is 
looking to recruit new members for the patriotic degree. Contact Mickey or Oleg to sign 
up today.   

 
 
Council News 

• We increased our presence recently through bulletin announcements. We hope to 
continue to do so with also a flyer on the billboards of the back of the church. 

• We are working with Catholic Social Services offices on potential coats for kids 
outreaches. Be on the lookout. 

 
 
2022-2023 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: 
GRAND KNIGHT:                               Tim Murphy 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT:              Connor Campbell 
RECORDER:                                     Connor Campbell 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:                Evan Szarenski 
TREASURER:                                    Lou Ferrero 
CHANCELLOR:                                 Mickey Kelly 
Yr1 TRUSTEE/P.G.K.:                       Dan Nadeem 
CHAPLAIN:                                        Fr. Matthew Biedrzycki 
  
OTHER OFFICERS: 
ADVOCATE:                                        Dan Heenan 
LECTURER:                                        Mike McGeough 
Yr2 TRUSTEE:                                    David Eget 
Yr3 TRUSTEE:                                    Fr. Matthew Biedrzycki 
WARDEN:                                           Lou Ferrero 
INSIDE GUARD:                                 Dom Vigilante 
OUTSIDE GUARD:                             Matteo Weiner 



  

 
 

  
OTHER MEMBERS: 
Chris Barber 
Tony Farnan 
Reid Murray 
Jon Taylor 
Jacob Rigmaiden 
Guy Vacca 
  
FIELD AGENT: 
Dan Blackman 
  
DIRECTORS: 
Program Director:                            Tim Murphy 
Life & Family Director:                    Tony Farnan 
Community Director:                      Connor Campbell 
Membership Director:                     Mickey Kelly 
Retention Chairman:                      Lou Ferrero 
  
PARISH LIAISONS: 
Cathedral Basilica:            Fr. Matthew, Sr. Mary Marta, Ms. Martha Ortiz, Lou Ferrero, Mike 
McGeogh 
St. Francis Xavier:             Fr. Paul, Ms. Christine Powell, Mickey Kelly, Guy Vacca 
St. Patrick Church:           Fr. Hyacinth, Ms. Loretta Colucci, Evan Szarenski, Reid Murray 
  
 
HONORARY/RETIRED/INACTIVE MEMBERS: 
Arturo Aceves 
Bob Carr 
Chris Dinan 
Al Fisher 
Karl Hirt 
Joe Kelly 
John Krewer 
Francis McNesby 
John Nawn 
Domingo Pacheco 
Deacon Vincent Thompson 
Joseph Trout 
Bill Welsh 
James White 
Ron Withop 
Ray Yabor 
 
Good of the Order- Victims of the clergy abuse scandal, our veterans, the homeless, 
persecuted Christians, peace in Ukraine and the world, those affected by COVID-19, the unborn, 



  

 
 

conversion of souls, all members of our order in need of prayers, an increase in vocations to 
religious, priesthood, and holy matrimony, victims of recent shootings, pro-lifers, and the souls 
in purgatory. 
 
Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J McGivney 
 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your 
priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we 
follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building 
up his Body which is the Church. 
 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may 
continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your 
venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. 
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 
 
Blessed Michael J McGivney, pray for us 
 
 

Vivat Jesus 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Our next newsletter will go out on Friday, October 28th. The deadline for 
submissions is October 24th.  


