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America — Home of the free   *   Because of the brave 

 Mater dei council 



   GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

     I want to thank my brother knights for electing me to the office of Grand Knight of  
Mater Dei Council. Since I have only been a member of Mater Dei since January, I would 
like to take a few minutes to give you a brief history about me. 
 
     I was born and raised in Broomall, PA. I attended St. Anastasia grade school and  
received all of my sacraments there, including marring my lovely wife, Cindy, in 1984. I graduated from Cardinal 
O’Hara high school in 1976. Twelve years of catholic schools, and the nuns always said I would be nothing better 
than a ditch digger! They were spot on -- I am the owner and operator of James Castaldi Contractors LLC, which is 
an excavation company. 
 
     My family came to St. Pius X parish in 1994 when we moved to our current home on Crestview Dr. At St. Pius X, 
my three children went to CCD and received their sacraments. I became an Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister in 
2002, joined the Ushers in October of 2021, and subsequently joined the Knights of Columbus in January of 2022. 
 
     I have been a member of the Broomall Fire Company since 1974 and have held positions on numerous  
committees. I have served as a Firefighter, Driver, Engineer, Lieutenant, Captain, and Assistant Chief over a  
20-year period. I also served 5 terms (15 years) on the Board of Directors. When the new building was conceived, 
I served on the building committee and oversaw the actual construction of the new building. 
 
     I was a member of the Suburban Contractors Association, where I served on the Board of Directors as a board 
member, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President, and President. 
 
     While my children were attending Marple Newtown High School, I got pulled into the Band Parents  
Association, where I served as Chair of the Logistics Committee, and then President. While President of that 
group, we started a spinoff group, Marple Newtown Music Parents Association (a 501-c3), in order to save  
money for future music programs. 
 
My vision for Mater Dei Council includes:  
- Increasing membership, as well as retain and reinvigorate the existing Knights. To accomplish this, I will need 
help from existing Knights and past Grand Knights. (I will not be able to do this by myself!!!) 
- I would like to start a Recruitment Drive at St. Pius X, as well as at St. Anastasia. 
- We also need to start blowing our own horn, letting everyone know that we are here and what we do. I looked 
over the Bulletins for our parish, as well as St. Anastasia’s, and found a small block in St. Pius, and nothing in St. 
Anastasia’s.   
- We need to speak up and speak out - loudly, get more involved in church activities, and make sure everyone 
knows the Knights are here to help. 
 
Grand Knights Summary: 
As I said before, we need to start helping at church, We recently helped out at the Caring for Friends night  
hosted by the TMIY group, where we packed up 95 meals for people in need. 
The following knights attended: Rick Terroni, Bill Buchanan, Chuck Foreman, and Charles Waldecker. My 
wife (Cindy) cooked a couple of meat loafs for the event, but I could not attend because I came down with COVID. 
 
TMIY started on 9/16/22, 6:30 AM, in the basement of the church 
Coffee and pastries, as well as WAWA sizzlis 
The next meeting will be announced in the church bulletins 
Starts at 6:30 and ends promptly at 7:30    
 
 
Jim Castaldi 
xkv8or@gmail.com 

mailto:xkv8or@gmail.com


 
Minutes from the June 9, 2022 Council meeting 
 
Charlie DeFeo led us in the opening prayer. 
Our Warden, Bill Buchanan, led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The Minutes from the April meeting were read and accepted. 
 
Grand Knights Report – Blaine Vogel – discussion of the future of our Council and main focus of  
electing a Grand Knight. 
 
New Business – Election Results 
Grand Knight    open 
Deputy Grand Knight  Bill Buchanan 
Chancellor   Bob Shoemaker 
Warden   Joe Molinaro  
Treasurer   Jim Kraus 
Recording Secretary   Open 
Financial Secretary   Open 
Inside Guard   Charlie DeFeo 
Outside Guard  Jim Castaldi  
First Year Trustee  John Kozul 
Second Year Trustee  Joe Caromano 
Third Year Trustee  Open 
Judge Advocate  Open 
 

John Gallagher reported there was a change in the way the Food Drive is conducted. A motion was made 
to donate $200 to the American Legion Post 905 for the Poppy Jars. It was suggested that we institute a 
church drive. 
 
Charlie DeFeo led us in our closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Minutes were respectfully submitted by Joe Molinaro, Recording Secretary 

 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS 
 

      In your prayers, please remember the following Brother Knights and their loved ones:  
SK Anthony Cellucci PGK; Carmela Brown (wife of Charlie Brown); SK Carl 
DuPoldt;  SK Mark Troutman PGK; SK Jata Ghosh PGK; Anne Ghosh (wife of SK 
Jata Ghosh); Dottie Fiocca; Donna Welk; SK AJ Herr PGK; and John Ferry, Jr. 
 

     If you have any member of your family who is sick, is in the hospital, has 
died, or is in need of prayers, and you would like his or her name put in The 

Observer, please call  
                     Bob Barson at 610-853-1450 or e-mail him at gbarson@aol.com 



Minutes from the September 15, 2022 Council meeting 
 
Financial Secretary, Rick Terroni, opened the meeting with a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Elections 
Elections were held for the open positions. 
Grand Knight   Jim Castaldi – accepted 
Recording Secretary   Bob Barson – accepted 
Three Year Trustee  Charlie Waldecker – accepted 
Rick Terroni    Financial Secretary – accepted  
 

Reports 
Jim took over the meeting as the new Grand Knight. 
 

Bob Barson, the new recording secretary, read the minutes from the June meeting, and they were  
accepted. 
 

The Grand Knight gave a brief summary of his life, personal and religious, and also his involvement with 
the local fire department. He also reported that his vision for the Council would be an increase in  
membership at St. Pius and St. Anastasia, and he also wants everyone to get more involved in church  
activities at both parishes.  
 
The Grand Knight also stated that he will start working on a budget with the Financial Secretary, and he 
mentioned that we need a Membership Committee. 
 

He also mentioned that he is looking for someone with an IT background to chair a Facebook or other 
media account. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted. 
 
The Financial Secretary Report – Rick Terroni agreed to stay on and is happy to work with Jim. 
In his report, Rick thanked all members who helped out with the food distribution. 
 
New Business 
There was a motion to change the Council meeting from the second Thursday of the month to the third 
Thursday of the month, at 7:30. There would be a meeting of the officers and committee members on 
that same night, at 7 PM. This motion was accepted, and our next meeting will be held on October 20. 
 

Joe Molinaro, Chairman of the Sunshine Club and Birthdays, gave an update that he will be using  
Birthday Stamps. 
 

The topic of the Memorial Mass was brought up on the floor, and Jim tabled it – to be discussed at the 
next Officer’s meeting. 
 
 
Continued on next page.... 
 



 

New Business (from September 15 minutes) cont.... 
 
Charlie DeFeo gave a report on Pro-Life, and he will also provide a report for The Observer. 
 
Charlies Waldecker mentioned that he would like the Knights to attend Johnny’s Run for Life, and he 
will look into getting us a table to put our membership paraphernalia.   
 

Jim wants business cards to give out to people who are interested in joining the Knights.  
 

The Grand Knight stated that we need to help out at the churches for different functions and that TMIY 
(This Man is You) starts this Friday, September 16. There is coffee and donuts, you can watch a video, 
and sit in groups to discuss. 
 

There was a motion to adjourn, and the meeting was closed with a prayer. 
 
Minutes were respectfully submitted by Bob Barson, Recording Secretary 

Hello All: 
 
Well, fall has finally arrived.   
 
We can look forward to some cooler weather  
after a hot summer.   
 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary will meet on Wednesday, October 12,  at 1 PM in the St. Pius X 
Church Basement.  Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 
 

The wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of members of the 
Knights of Columbus are urged to join the Auxiliary and participate 

in its activities, while having fun along the way.  Please call our 
president, Rosalie DuPoldt, at 610-353-2926, and learn  

more about our organization.   

               LADIES’ AUXILIARY 
    Rosalie DuPoldt, President 



JOHNNY’S RUN FOR LIFE 
 

Johnny Williamson understood the message. He stood up for the sanctity of human 
life in the classroom, on the playing fields, with friends or among strangers, from the 
time he could understand the concept. He was confident and fearless in his beliefs. 
When Johnny died suddenly on January 25, 2009, he was wearing the steel bracelet 
he always wore proclaiming, “O’Hara Students Respect All Life.” 
 
Each October, Johnny’s commitment to Jesus Christ and the Gospel of Life is honored 
by dedicating the “Run for Life” to his memory.  
 
Please come out on Sunday, October 9, 2022 to celebrate the life of John Patrick  
Williamson, Jr. An outdoor Mass will be celebrated at 8:00 AM at Cardinal O’Hara 
High School in Springfield, PA, followed by a 5K run, a one mile run, and a one mile 
walk at 9:00 AM.  
 
There is no requirement to run or walk. Over one thousand people participated in 
this joyful event last year. If you can’t run or walk, please come to pray and celebrate 
with us, life in general, and Johnny Williamson’s life in particular -- remembering 
Johnny’s final Facebook Message -- “CHOOSE LIFE!” 
 
All proceeds benefit crisis pregnancy centers with wonderful records of saving lives. 
 
Please register at www.johnnysrunforlife.com Donna Marie and John Williamson 
610-446-5600, or sign up on online at Johnnysrunforlife.com John’s Cell: 610-717-
8938 Email: Jpw0077@gmail.com 
 
This year an arthritic 69-year-old man will race against a young 29-year-old priest. 
Should the arthritic man lose, he will donate $5,000.00 to the O’Hara Pro-Life  
Scholarship. Should the young priest lose, he will spend 5 hours praying in front of 
an abortion clinic. 

http://www.johnnysrunforlife.com/
http://johnnysrunforlife.com/
mailto:Jpw0077@gmail.com


Brother Knights: 
 
I am so happy that Jim Castaldi has taken the reins and 
accepted the position of Grand Knight.  I am sure he 
will be the key to help us grow! 
 
Happy Belated September Birthday to the Following Brother Knights: 
Happy 94th Birthday to Mike Vogel on September 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy October Birthday to the Following Brother Knights:  
Happy 90th Birthday to Nick Falcone on October  22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There are many members who have not paid their dues for 2022.  Instead of sending a reminder notice 
to those have not paid for 2022, dues notices for 2023 will be mailed in October.  The dues notices will 

show any delinquent dues that have not been paid and will need to be paid by the end of the year for 
2022! 

             FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

               Rick Terroni, PGK, FSS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR AN  
INCREASE IN  

VOCATIONS TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD  

AND   
RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

****  IF ANYONE NEEDS A RIDE TO A MEETING OR EVENT, 
PLEASE CALL SOMEONE YOU KNOW TO PICK YOU UP,  

OR CALL OUR GRAND KNIGHT TO SEE IF HE CAN  
ARRANGE FOR A RIDE FOR YOU.    
WE WANT TO SEE YOU HERE !!!! 

Please remember to let me know if you have any family 
announcements that you would like published.   

For example, graduations, weddings, engagements, birthdays, 
and anniversaries.  Also, if you have a picture you would like to 

share, please send an e-mail to gbarson@aol.com, and we would 
be happy to print it !! 

 
     Call me at 610-853-1450.       The Editor 

Frank A Koster                10-03   
Charles E Foreman          10-10   
David J Romagnoli PGK   10-11   
Jason Colflesh                 10-12   
Robert L J D Anjolell         10-14  

John J Faraone                 10-17   
Armand F Ruggeri PGK    10-18   
Stephen C Kazanjian        10-19   
Nicholas Falcone             10-22   
Joseph A Caromano          10-25  
James P Boyle                 10-29   
Stephen A Giacomucci      10-31 

 Raymond A Facciolo    09-26 
  John P Killoran           09-28 
  Vincenzo M Romano     09-29 
 David S Zaffarano         09-30  Michael J Vogel                     09-01 

 Owen B Douglass Jr             09-02 
  Anthony Luciani                  09-08 
  Joseph A Bartolomeo         09-11 
   

 Edward W Miller Jr          09-12 
  Rick Terroni PGK             09-16 
  James M Kraus           09-20 
 Mark Troutman, PGK 09-22 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

October  2022  

7:00 PM 
Officers Meeting 
and 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting 

8 AM Mass 
Johnny’s 
Run for 
Life 
9 AM Run 

1 PM 
Ladies’ Aux. 
Meeting 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 
 

Bob Barson 

 
Due to the sale of the building, anyone who is  
holding Mater Dei Home Association stock  
should mail their certificates for redemption  

to the Home Association Treasurer,  
Armand Ruggeri, at  

329 Windsor Park Lane, Havertown, PA 19083.  
 
 

If you have any questions, you can call 
 Armand at 610-449-8920 or  

Rick Terroni at 610-356-5768. 
 
 

Each stock certificate has a  
face value of $5 per share. 

 

Color Guard who participated at AbbeyFest. 
 
From left to right: 
Frank Keegan, Dr. Bill Lehner, Tim Schuster,  
Charlie Waldecker, and Tom Grube. 

abbeyFest 

Calling all knights in the archdiocese of Philadelphia.  
 
Please forward this message to all knights in the archdiocese of Philadelphia. 
The knights are a Pro-Life organization, and we are called to be defenders, and NEED you to commit 
at least 1 hour over the next month to stand in front of an abortion center to pray. Please! It’s your 
duty to do this as a knight!  
You are needed!  
 
Please contact Charles DeFeo at 610-550-9655 for details. 


