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District Deputy’s Message: 

 
Brother Knights, 
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As the New Year comes in I hope we can all go back in time and 
remember why you joined the Knights. Please take a moment to remember.  

It is my hope that we can accomplish those high, perhaps noble thoughts 
you had when you joined. We can help you when you come to meetings with 
those new ideas. We need new ideas. As in everything it won’t happen right 
away, but it can happen if you try. You can’t try at home. Many of us together 
can do many things.  

I would like to announce a change of Grand Knights in Saint Mathews. 
Doctor Christopher Lynch will be taking over the Council as Grand Knight in 
January. Kudos to Sir Knight Anthony Matrisciano PGK for the great job he did 
as Grand Knight for Father M. Craft Council 11434.  

Thank you all for all you do!  

 
 
 

 
  

 

Education Foundation 
Message from the Education Foundation 

 

School Grant Deadline Jan 31, 2023 
 

Brothers all,  
       The application and instructions for the Catholic School Grant have been updated and 
posted on the state council website.  
       If you have a child enrolled in a Catholic school, you will want to complete the 
application. If you know of a brother Knight who has a child in Catholic school, please let 
them know of this grant. 
  

Vivat Jesus 
George L. Beckes 
Educational Foundation Secretary 
10236 Sidehill Rd. 
North East, PA 16428-4950 

 

C: 814-882-4204 
H: 814-725-1382 

georgebeckes@yahoo.com 
 

Catholic School Grant Information on State Website 
  

 

William Carlin, DD 

mailto:georgebeckes@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019QsNTwhjCRqJTN61btp6FFjp6JctqkUU8QzZxaMV5EaD9rLx8rBYxch4r0RmaJIvuw_arcaaU7OhW-1E8KI2V9Q28oVStajb1XvP5_ZhbAbgTBh9F2NVanKhTqAZUxP5W7mHgFhbiLfxQar8auJ-bJxenUYtiF6kpLHmlbCDsl2cUhCEjhph6g==&c=r73EXu-lY1ap81ADX1EwgOiPsWdQpto9SJMrh_LRVx3SdPXvN3SQow==&ch=uCfUqqrmsg6Zf2EZB_WCjLl8y_B40ka9JDvrJ-DLgnolss2j3x-_tw==


 
 
Even after we have received the great gift of salvation in the Sacrament of Baptism 

we still struggle with sin in our lives.  Due to this fact of Christian life we find great comfort in 
the Sacrament of Confession because we have an opportunity to be forgiven from the sins 
we commit after we are baptized.  St. Ambrose says there are two conversions “water and 
tears:  the water of Baptism and the tears of repentance.”  (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 1429) 

Like all of the Sacraments it is a personal encounter with Jesus.  In Confession we 
are telling our sins to the priest, who acts in the person of Christ and with the authority of 
Jesus to listen, offer guidance, provide a suitable penance and speak the words of 
absolution.  Jesus gave the power to forgive sins to the apostles when he appeared to them 
after his resurrection in John’s Gospel.  Jesus appears to Mary Magdalen, who comes to 
the apostles to tell them that Jesus is raised from the dead.  Then, later that day, Jesus 
pays a surprise visit to the disciples. 

19“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:  19-23) 

This passage reveals three important things about the institution of this sacrament.  
First, in giving them the gift of the Holy Spirit he specifically sends them out to use this 
power to forgive people’s sins using the words “I send you” and “if you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven.”  Additionally, Jesus specifies that this power also extends to 
situations where they may not forgive someone’s sins using the phrase “If you retain the 
sins of any…” Why would he do this?   

Doesn’t Jesus want everyone to receive forgiveness?  Of course, Jesus (and his 
priests) wants everyone to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.  However, an essential 
part of the exchange of mercy is sorry for sins and the expression of one’s desire not to sin 
again.  If this is found to be lacking, then the confessor has the authority to not offer 
absolution.  In situations where this is appropriate the priest will provide guidance to the 
penitent about what obstacles remain to be overcome in order to receive absolution.   

Lastly, the fact that the priest is given the authority and responsibility to either forgive 
or not forgive, the sins confessed by each person he must ordinarily hear the specific sins 
of the penitent and their expression of contrition (sorrow for their sins) and their resolution 
to avoid committing those sins in the future (amendment of life).  This is the essential 
difference between simply praying that one’s sins would be forgiven and the exchange 
between priest and penitent in this sacrament. 



Jesus gave us a beautiful story to help us 
understand the expression of his mercy in this 
sacrament.  In Luke 15 we find the story of the 
Prodigal Son, the son who disowns his father by 
demanding his inheritance and then wasting it on 
partying and immoral living.  Then a famine strikes 
the country where he is partying and he runs out 
of money.  Realizing how far he has fallen he 
decides to return home to tell his father how sorry 
he is for what he has done.  He practices what 
could be called an Act of Contrition as he prepares 
to approach his father and ask him to allow him to 
return home, not as a son, but as one of his 
father’s servants.  As he approaches his home the 
story continues… 

20 “So, he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate.” (Luke 20:  19-23) 

God the Father’s reaction when we sin is not to wave his finger and say “I knew he 
would to that” or “too bad he/she will never be able to come home now.”  No, where there is 
sin there is always grace.  God responds to our sins by inviting us to come to him to receive 
mercy and forgiveness.  He loves not because we have sinned, but in spite of the fact that 
we have.  He sees us as the father does in the story from Luke 15, running out to meet us 
when we approach his throne of mercy to restore our son-ship in his Son, Jesus. 

Submitted by:  Ralph Manento, PGK, FDD 

Parts taken from the National Council of Catholic Churches 

                                                               Martin Luther King Jr 



This section in our District 73 Newsletter is offered to any Past Grand Knight. The 
Knights of Columbus is an organization that has new leadership constantly flowing into the 
councils. Each new leader always needs advice as he learns how to navigate to success.  
Experienced knights are needed to give their wisdom and experiences. Attention Past 
Grand Knights, this is your opportunity to help others in our district to become a better, 
stronger and successful leader. Email me at williamcarlin99@yahoo.com with your advice. 
 

It is a true privilege to have been invited to write this article in the 
District Newsletter. It is even a greater honor to have the initials PGK 
after my name when corresponding with all brother Knights. Believe it or 
not, when elected to the position of Grand Knight, I was a bit on the shy 
side and not totally sure of myself. I had fears of speaking in front of a 
group (fearing saying or doing something inappropriate). It took a few 
meetings but my personal confidence was strengthened once I realized 
that being GK was not about me at all.  

As GK the responsibilities include scheduling and running 
meetings in an orderly fashion. I, also, soon found out that maintaining 
order required being unbiased. Recognition of the thoughts of others is 
the key. In some instances, it had been a complete contradiction to my 
own thoughts and ideas. Each council has a total membership but each 
must have unity. Having unity requires an overall acceptance of the best 
thoughts as agreed upon by the membership.  

I highly recommend each Knight to speak up at meetings, be able 
to listen to the ideas of all, to vote for what is the best solution in spite of personal feelings. 
Volunteering will eventually lead to leadership, so don’t be afraid to dig in and help out. 
There are not too many who start out at the top, and your service in the Knights will give 
you an understanding of working with others for the good of all.  

I suggest highly, that if and when the opportunity to be Grand Knight arrives, you 
accept the challenge. It is at this point that you will have a better realization how important 
each member of a council is! Your confidence level becomes stronger and the saying “there 
is nothing we cannot do” becomes a reality.  

Tom Whitehead, PFN, PGK  

 

Bishop Robert Barron 
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VALOR had a freezer problem and 

lost over 100 turkeys scheduled to be 
distributed to veterans in need.  They put 
out a request asking for help.  

The call went out to the District. 
The Knights of Columbus from Father 
Francis M. Craft Council stepped up to 
the plate with a check to assist.  Our 
veterans were well fed for Christmas. 

Tom Whitehead presented the 
check to VALOR on behalf of KofC 
Council 11434.  Our Veterans were very 
thankful.  

On behalf of our veterans I want to 
take this moment to express my gratitude on behalf of VALOR.  Jim Crompton working with 
GK Anthony Matrisciano came thru big time and deserves a message of gratitude for taking 
immediate action!  

Tom Whitehead, PFN, PGK 



 
 

For anyone who knows me you know that I’ve been involved with 
protecting life for many years.  Life is a sacred gift from God.  My time 
volunteering at the Pregnancy Resource Center of the Poconos has seen 

remarkable blessings from our God.  This year alone, 10 babies have been 
born with a few of those saved from the horrors of abortion.  Yes, life is precious, but there 
is another type of life that is even more important.  Simply put, it is eternal life.   

On May 24th of this New Year the Knights of Columbus in the Pocono area will 
remember our priests, sisters and deacons.  These are the people who are concerned with 
your eternal life.  They want to put Jesus into your souls.  So, in order to give thanks, we 
will hold an appreciation dinner.  This gathering of our special people is nice but how can 
we really show our appreciation for all that they do?   

Before I answer this question, I want you to think about a meal given to you by 
someone special in your life.  Laid out before you is a seven course meal with your favorite 
meat. Maybe it is a porterhouse steak.  It is also served with salad, soups, vegetables, fruit, 
cake and a few other items.  However, all you want to eat is just the steak.  

This special person who prepared this meal is happy that you enjoyed the meat but is 
still disappointed that you did not eat any of the other items in the dinner.  There was talent 
and work that went into the preparation of this dinner.  The preparer of the meal also 
realizes that there will be consequences with your refusal to eat the rest of the items 
prepared for you.  You are missing out on good nourishment for bodily strength. 

This analogy holds the same for our priests who offer spiritual food.  You partake in 
the meal of the Mass.  Jesus is received but there is so much more food that is being 
offered.  Our priests, deacons and sisters are happy that Jesus is received but so much 
more spiritual growth can be obtained by all the other wonderful items that are available. 

Have you ever considered attending Mass during the week alongside your brother 
knights?  How about a council attending a vespers service, Rosary, or even joining in 
together at the Stations of the Cross?  An evening of reflection is great way to learn more 
about your faith.  Invite a special guest who can lead your group of men to a greater 
spiritual awakening.  Our church has many special people ready and willing to help promote 
and teach the faith.   

I can just see the happy faces of our priests when the line for Confession is long.  
This is what our priests are trained for.  This is their special gift as representatives of our 
Lord, Jesus.  They learned our Lord’s wisdom and offer it to you.  It is not a burden.  It is 
their mission of love. 

As the proverb goes; “What we are is God’s gift to us.  What we become is our gift to 
God.”  Let our church leaders see our councils growing in Spirit and in Truth.  This is when 
Father Greg, Father Rich, Father Mike, Father Ryan, Father Jaime, Father Robert, 
Father Tom, Father Donald, Father Paschal and Msgr John will witness Father Brian, 
true appreciation.  Their joy comes from knowing that the presence of Jesus in their soul is 
reaching out to the souls of all who fully partake in all that they have to offer.  Simply put, 
eternal life is offered. Let us fully partake. 

 

In Our Lords service, 
John C. DeRobertis, PGK 



                                          11434 Father Francis M. Craft 

 Saint Mathew Parish  
200 Brodhead Ave, E. Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
2nd Tuesday 7:30pm & 4th Saturday 9:30am   

 
Grand Knight Report:  
 
 

Our council and Saint Matthew’s Pro-Life Committee are holding a Baby Bottle Fund 
Raiser for Shepherd Maternity House and for the Pregnancy Resource Center of the 
Poconos. The response by our parishioners has been outstanding. 

 

Dr. Christopher Lynch, GK

4084 Father John T. Butler 
Saint Luke’s Parish 

818 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
1st Monday 7:30pm & 3rd Monday 7:30pm 

 

Grand Knight Report: 
 
During this Christmas Season, our council installed our church’s crèche. 
We also served as crossing guards for the Journey to the Inn.  

 
 

Our 

Council collected food items 
for the poor. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Jones, GK      

 
 (1852–1920) 

         
 (1875-1943) 



                               7141 Monsignor Connel A. McHugh 
Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish 

1402 Route 209, Gilbert, PA 18331 
2nd Thursday 7:30pm 

 

Grand Knight Report:  
 

     

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Msgr. McHugh Council 7141 will hold their 25th annual, A Night at the Races. 

Proceeds go to support the bus trip to the March for Life held in Washington, D. C.  
The event will take place Saturday, January 14th 2023 in McCawley Hall. Doors open 

at 6:00 pm and first race will start approximately 6:30 pm. Admission fee is $10 per person 
for the ten race program and includes some light refreshments, door prizes, and an evening 
of fun for adults over 18 only. You are welcome to BYOB.  

For more info on the events of the night, contact Tom Whitehead. 
easter@ptd.net / 570-646-8174 

MARK THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!  
 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bonno and our John Blundetto 
represented our council with the delivery of the 
children’s coats for The Pleasant Valley 
Ecumenical Network.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

(1876-1968) 
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Our Grand Knight Allen Krueger and 
Life Director John Blundetto traveled 
down to the Pregnancy Resource 
Center of the Poconos in 
Stroudsburg. While standing in the 
center’s boutique they presented the 
check from the fundraiser held at Our 
Lady, Queen of Peace Church. 
 

 

 

Bob Bonno and our John Blundetto represented 
our council with the delivery of this year’s 
donation to PVEN Food Pantry for Thanksgiving 
Day turkeys. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We moved our 
church’s crèche to a 
new location! 

 

Allen Krueger, GK 



11935 Saint John 
Saint John the Apostle Parish 

5171 Milford Rd., E. Stroudsburg, PA 18302 
1st Tuesday 7:30pm & 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 

 

Grand Knight Report: 
 

No report at this time 

 

Walter H. Sanders Jr, GK 

 

12114 Father Henry E. Zapotocki 
Our Lady of Victory Parish 

327 Cherry Lane Rd, Tannersville PA 18372 
1st Thursday 7:00pm

 
Grand Knight Report:  
 
Father Henry E. Zapotocki council is now in its twenty fifth year as a council 

John Buz, GK 

 
Father John T. Butler Assembly 980 

200 Brodhead Ave, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
4th Monday of Month 7:30pm 

 

 

No report at this time

 

Joseph Tufo, Faithful Captain 

All articles are to be submitted by the 24th of each month.  If there appears that your 
council will have a delay, please contact your editor so space can be reserved for your 
message.  I am here to serve and will do my best to accommodate your specific needs. 

You can contact me at Appa7@msn.com or call me at 570-421-6387.  
In our Good Lord’s service, 
John C. DeRobertis, editor 

 
(c6AD–c100AD) 

 
(1(1921-2012) 2) 
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Joining the guild promotes the cause for sainthood of the founder of the Knights 
of Columbus, who was beatified on Oct. 31, 2020. Members of the Guild, and 
anyone devoted to Father McGivney, can play an active role in the cause by 
praying for his intercession in times of need, especially in cases of serious 
illness, and reporting to the Guild any favors received.  

Membership in the Guild is free and open to anyone who is devoted to 
Father McGivney and wishes to invoke his intercession and assist in his 

sainthood cause through prayer. Members receive a quarterly newsletter and are 
remembered in a weekly Mass offered for their intentions. For more information:  

Father McGivney Guild 1 Columbus Plaza New Haven, CT 06510 Tel: 203-752-4087 
Email:  guild@kofc.org  

Are you looking for a great source for factual news? 
Check out the LOOP at 

 

Join the LOOP at CatholicVote.Org 

  

Spend some time learning about your faith! 

 

“We are wise in our waiting if we pray on a regular 
basis; if we educate ourselves in the faith; if we 

participate in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist; 
if we perform the corporal and spiritual works of mercy; 

if we become people of love. We are foolish in our 
waiting if we neglect these things.” Bishop Robert Barron 

Subscribe (it’s free!) in your favorite podcast app. 

, the #1 Catholic App. 
 

Hallow is a Catholic Meditation, Prayer, Sleep & Bible App. Download now and listen to 
Father Mike Schmitz's read the Bible or teach the catechism! Plus he gives an explanation 
of the reading. It is by far the best app on a phone or Kindle or whatever you own! 
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Once there was a little boy that lived in 
the country. They had to use an outhouse, 
and the little boy hated it because it was hot 
in the summer and cold in the winter and 
stank all the time. The outhouse was sitting 
on the bank of a creek and the boy 
determined that one day he would push that 
outhouse into the creek. 

One day after a spring rain, the creek 
was swollen so the little boy decided today was the day to push the outhouse into the 
creek. So he got a large stick and started pushing. 

Finally, the outhouse toppled into the creek and floated away. That night his dad told 
him they were going to the woodshed 
after supper. Knowing that meant a 
spanking, the little boy asked why. 

The dad replied, "Someone 
pushed the outhouse into the creek 
today. It was you, wasn't it son?" 

The boy answered yes. Then he 
thought a moment and said, "Dad, I 
read in school today that George 
Washington chopped down a cherry 
tree and didn't get into trouble 
because he told the truth." 

The dad replied, "Well, son, 
George Washington's father wasn't in 
the cherry tree." 
 


