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State Deputy Welcomes You to Topeka! 
 
Brother Knights and Ladies: 
On behalf of the State Officers and 
wives, my wife, Angie and I welcome 
you to Topeka for our 121st Annual State 
Convention.  
 
We are honored to have as our guests, 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Bishop 

Carl A. Kemme, Bishop Gerald L. Vincke, and other 
members of the clergy who join us for the convention. 
 
Knights of Columbus members from every corner of the state 
will come together to celebrate our 121st meeting. The 
convention is a time to renew old acquaintances, make new 
friends and recognize the hard work and accomplishments of 
our order in Kansas during the past fraternal year.  At the 
conclusion, as we depart, may you have a renewed 
commitment to our Faith and Order, and be better prepared 
to be committed to spread Columbianism, and to further 
strengthen the support of our Priest in their vocation and 
mission.  
 
We will kick off our time together on Friday with the annual 
Golf Tournament and conclude with the final business 
session on Monday. We come together to celebrate Mass, 
with the Opening Convention Mass on Saturday Morning, 
the main Convention Mass on Sunday evening, and the 
Memorial Mass on Monday Morning where we honor our 
deceased members. The hours between will be filled with 
social activities, hospitality, and business meetings. We 
again welcome everyone in attendance to come to the 
Welcome Reception on Friday evening so that you can meet 
the State Officers and wives. Saturday will start with our 
opening Mass, the State Deputy report, awards presentation, 
banquet, and 1950’s hospitality room. Sunday will be an 
action-packed day with the opening business session, 
breakout workshops, Ladies Luncheon, “Value Them Both” 
Presentations, Our Main Convention Mass, Delegate and 
guest dinner, and ending the evening with our famous 
Pennies From Heaven Auction and Raffle.  Monday we will 
close out the convention with our Memorial Mass and final 
business session. 
 
The 121st Convention would not be possible without the hard 
work and efforts of Convention Chairman, Tom Schmeidler, 
Assistant Chairman Galen Greenwood and Rachel Farris, as 
well as the many members of the Convention Committees.  
A big THANK YOU to each one of them for their support 
and assistance. 
 
In conclusion, Angie and I thank you for the opportunity to  
 

 
 
serve you this past year as your State Deputy and First Lady.  
 
On behalf of the State Officers and wives, we pray your 
participation in the 121st Annual State Convention in Topeka 
will be memorable. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
State Deputy Jamey C. Roth 
 
 
 

Most Reverend Archbishop Naumann 
Welcomes Knights of Columbus Members and 

Families 
 

Dear Knights, 
 
A warm welcome to all of the Knights of 
Columbus and their spouses and families. 
It is a joy and a privilege for the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City to host the 
Kansas State Convention. 
 
Please allow me to take this occasion to 
thank all of you for everything you do to 

support the Church's efforts to protect the sanctity of Iife, to 
support our priests in their pastoral ministries, to strengthen 
marriage and family life, to honor the dignity of those with 
physical or intellectual disabilities and to keep Catholic 
education affordable and accessible to all of our families. The 
Knights of Columbus are a tremendous source of support for 
bishops. Thank you for your love for Jesus and His Church 
and your willingness to be strong witnesses of our Catholic 
Faith, even in the midst of a sometimes ho tile culture. 
 
I am particularly grateful for all that the Knights of Columbus 
in Kansas have done to support the Value Them Both 
Amendment to the Kansas Constitution. The next months will 
be a critical time for the passage of Value Them Both. I urge 
you to increase your prayers and education efforts for Value 
Them Both. 
 
I am also thankful for the Knights helping our Church to 
surround with loving support those facing a difficult 
pregnancy. Thank you especially for providing ultrasound 
technology to our Pregnancy Resource Centers. 
 
I hope the Convention is a time of grace and blessing for all 
those who participate. I pray that the convention will be 
fruitful in all the ways that our Lord Jesus desires. 
 
With gratitude for your love for your Catholic faith, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Jesus, the Lord of Life, 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
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Greetings from Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly 

 
In my own name, and on behalf of my fellow Supreme Officers and Board of Directors, I extend 
greetings to you and all my brother Knights of the Kansas State Council. 
 
Today marks the 140th Anniversary of Blessed Michael McGivney founding the Knights of 
Columbus. As we begin this 141st year, each brother Knight should reflect with pride on our Order’s 
continued success in advancing the charitable and evangelical mission of the Church, particularly 
during recent moments of hardship. 
 
The efforts of our brothers in Poland and Ukraine provide an example for all Knights of Columbus. 
In adversity, these men have risen to the challenge; fulfilling Father McGivney’s vision of caring for 

the needy and the outcast. In the other jurisdictions of our Order, the Founder’s call to action is no less evident. In the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, and the Philippines, human life is under constant threat. As the Pro-Life movement shifts in focus from 
the national to local level, I ask councils to redouble their efforts in support of pregnancy resources centers. 
 
The recently concluded Year of St. Joseph, proclaimed by Pope Francis, brought with it many graces. Included among these is 
the new Pilgrim Icon Program in honor of St. Joseph. In the months ahead, brother Knights and their parishes will grow in 
devotion to St. Joseph through this program, allowing them to reflect upon the model of masculine virtue St. Joseph provides — 
an example so important to our Order today. 
 
Finally, I express sincere gratitude to you, your fellow state officers, district deputies, council officers, general and field agents, 
and to each brother Knight in Kansas. 
 

May Our Lady of Guadalupe guide your deliberations, and may Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us. 
 
Fraternally,  
Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly 
 
 
Greetings from Supreme Master Dennis J. Stoddard 
 

Dear Members of the Kansas State Council of the Knights of Columbus: 
 
It is a pleasure to extend heartfelt greetings to all Knights and families gathered here for the annual state 
convention of the Kansas State Council. This is an occasion to review with pride the accomplishments 
and goals achieved in the past fraternal year and to renew our commitment to service for the coming 
year. 
 
A special welcome is extended to all Grand Knights, delegates and guests who are attending a state 
convention for the first time. You will find this meeting will be a joyful event that brings pride, honor 
and enthusiasm to Brother Knights, their families, individual councils, and the Kansas State Council and 

its officers. For over a century, the Knights of Columbus have performed an exemplary role in defending the values of church, 
family and community and your state has contributed significantly to that progress by your works of charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism. I hope this convention will provide the stimulus for rededication to those principles that have guided us. 
 
May it be a positive experience, may it enhance the growth of our Order and be an occasion of fraternal fun and fond memories. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally yours, 
Supreme Master Dennis J. Stoddard 
 

“Our Works Testify” 
Fr. Emil Kapaun 
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Convention Masses  

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, Sunday and Monday in the Sunflower Ballroom. 
 
The Opening Mass will be celebrated on Saturday at 8:00am. The Celebrant will be Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme, 
Bishop of Wichita, Co-celebrants will be State Chaplain Rev. Bernie Gorges, Associate State Chaplain Rev. 
Meinrad Miller, OSB and other priests. 
 
The Convention Mass will be celebrated on Sunday at 5:00pm. The Celebrant will be Most Rev. Archbishop 
Joseph A. Naumann. Co-celebrant will be Bishop of Salina Gerald Vincke, State Chaplain Rev. Bernie Gorges, 
Associate State Chaplain Rev. Meinrad Miller, OSB and other priests. 
 
The Memorial Mass and May Crowning will be celebrated for all deceased K of C Members on Monday at 
8:00am. The Celebrant will be Most Rev. Gerald Vincke, Bishop of Salina. Co-celebrants will State Chaplain 
Rev. Bernie Gorges, Associate State Chaplain Rev. Meinrad Miller, OSB and other priests. 
 
 

Adoration Chapel 
The adoration chapel will be open on Saturday from 9:00am to 4:00pm and Sunday from 8:00am to 4:00pm in the 
Emerald V Room. Please plan to spend some quiet time in the presence of the Eucharist this weekend. 

 
 

 
Welcome from the Convention Committee 
 
Dear Brother Knights, 

On behalf of the Kansas State Council, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Kansas Knights of Columbus 121st 
Annual State Convention! This weekend has been planned with great thought as how to maximize our time spent 
together. It is time to assemble and bring a renewed vigor to our what it means to be a Knight. While enjoying a weekend 
of fraternal bonding, we also remind our- selves of our Order’s mission to be empowered Catholic men. To live our faith 
within our families, the community and at our parishes. This weekend we celebrate how our past endeavors have sup- 
ported the mission and discuss how we can continue to do so. We acknowledge how through continued labors the 
Knights are effecting positive change in the world. For example, our ultrasound initiative, one of our core duties is to 
protect the sanctity of life, from birth to natural death. For instance, the Kansas Knights of Columbus have now placed 
their 27th ultrasound machine. That is an amazing accomplishment, especially with the current focus we are placing on 
Value Them Both Amendment. 
 
Convention gives us a prime opportunity to discuss with Knights from councils, across the state, how they have been 
supporting the mission. There are numerous social, educational, and fraternal events/meetings to attend. We have worked 
hard to create an atmosphere of inclusion for our Brother Knights and their families to enjoy. Please utilize this time to 
share your experience but additionally to learn from your brothers. You may learn some valuable information to help 
combat the everchanging world that we face as faithful Catholics. 
 
Lastly, I express my deepest gratitude to the remarkable people whose contributions made this convention possible. My 
wife Gail and our family, Deputy Jamey Roth and the State Council, the Convention Committee, Derby Council #4458, 
Topeka Council #13012, Past State Wardens, and numerous Brother Knights. The significant amount of time and energy 
you committed has made this convention exceptional. THANK YOU for your assistance and dedication because without 
you this would not have been possible. 

 
Tom Schmeidler - Convention Chairman  

http://www.kansas-kofc.org/


Convention Special Edition Day 1 Saturday April 30, 2022 

THE EXPLORER 
www.kansas-kofc.org 

 

Page 4 of 6  

 
Awards Program 

The awards program will be held in the Sunflower Ballroom directly following the Convention Opening with 
the State Deputy Report which begins at 12:30 pm. 

 
 
Convention Banquet  

The Convention Banquet begins at 6:00 pm Saturday in the Sunflower Ballroom at Hotel Topeka At City 
Center. The Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Kansas City Kansas will 
give the keynote address. Remarks will be given by Supreme Master, Dennis Stoddard and by Regent of 
the Daughters of Isabella, Brenda Unrein. During the banquet, the State Family of the Year and State 
Knight of the Year will be announced and recognized. 

 
 
Candidates for the 2022 Supreme Convention 

Kansas is allowed ten delegates to the Supreme Convention in Nashville, Tennessee. The State Deputy and 
the Immediate Past State Deputy are automatic delegates. The following are candidates running for the 
other eight positions: 
 
Gary Wondra – State Treasury George Miller – Past State Deputy 
Joseph “Joe” A. Roth - Life Director Baalmann Bill B– Past State Deputy 
Todd Lutters - Faith Director Guy Steier – Past State Deputy 
Richard A. Goodyear – District Deputy #17 Andy Gilner – Regional Membership Chairman, 
                         Former State Warden 

 
Pennies Country Store 
The Country Store will be open on Saturday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and then again from 8:00 pm 
to 11:00 pm, Sunday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm and then again from 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm for your 
shopping convenience. The Country Store is located in the Pioneer Room. Make sure you stop in 
often as new items arrive throughout the convention. The Country Store will accept credit cards, 
debit cards, checks and cash for all of your purchases.  
 
You will not want to miss the Annual Pennies from Heaven Auction and raffle drawing on Sunday 
evening at 9:00 pm in the Shawnee room of the Convention Hotel. Join us for an entertaining and 
fun evening. Visit the Country Store to view some of the items that will be available and to bid on 
silent auction items. 
Remember to bring your Pennies from Heaven council donations to the Country Store anytime up till noon 
on Sunday to have them collected and recorded. 
 
Adopt-a-Seminarian 

This fraternal year 65 Diocesan Seminarians and 11 Religious were adopted and received pledges of 
$159,500.00. Thank you to all the councils and assemblies for your support. 

 
2021-2022 Tootsie Roll Drive 

The Tootsie Roll Fund Drive was a great success this year. With 189 councils participating and raising 
$318,679.97. 80% of the funds were returned to the councils to support local organizations. The remaining 
20% was used by the State Council to help offset cost for Special Olympics of Kansas and aid the Archbishop 
and Bishops of Kansas in their programs for People with Intellectual Disabilities. 
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Columbian Award Forms 

 
Grand Knights: Please consider submitting your councils SP-7 form this weekend. Look for one 
of the many drop off locations. Save yourself some time and take care of this today! 
 

 
Guest Presentations 

We are excited to have the following guest speakers Saturday staring at 12:30pm. They each will be giving a short 
presentation on their topic during this time. The plan is to have a rotating schedule to allow you to attend the 
presentation that you are most interested in. 
 

1) Camille Pickhinke with Catholic Charities – Discussing Catholic Charities Programs 
2) Chad Clark with Catholic Charities – The Importance of Supporting Catholic Education 

3) Father Wayne Schmidt – Discussing Fr. Kapaun Journey Back Home! 
4) Bill Meager – Eucharistic Revival 5) Presentation by the Knights of Columbus Insurance Agents 

 
Patriotic Degree 
 
Patriotism imposes a duty to be an informed and active American citizen. Our country, our Church, our families, our 
Order, and our Assemblies needs your support. After 115 years of service in Kansas, I am proud to report the fourth 
degree in Kansas is strong and active with a bright future.  
 
With the worst of the COVID-19 Pandemic and shutdown behind us, it is time to reopen our Assemblies and get 
back to doing what we do best: be the visible right arm of the Order. 
 
I can’t stress enough the pride and dignity that our efforts in both Church and Community bring to myself, and, 
hopefully, to the members of the Fourth Degree in Kansas. We should take pride in continuing this tradition. It is 
time to reestablish the practices that we are known for. 
 
Not only is it time for Assemblies to get “active” again; it is time to get “membership active” again, too! Due to the 
use of the Virtual Exemplification, Kansas took in over 200 new members in the 2020-2021 Fraternal year. We are 
behind that number this year, but I would like to stress that the Kansas Fourth Degree Team will be in Wichita on 
June 11 to exemplify the Patriotic Degree. This Degree is hosted by Columbia Assembly #287 in Wichita, and it will 
be held at Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School. This will be the first live, in-person exemplification in Kansas since 
March 2020. This Exemplification will be held in conjunction with the Biennial Meeting of the Kansas Fourth 
Degree. Information and the registration form for this Degree can be found here:  http://www.kansas-
kofc.org/upload/2022-0287Exemplification.pdf.  This link is also located at www.kansas-kofc.org, on the June 2022 
“Calendar of Events”, as well as the “Patriotic Degree” page. It is also noted that there will be another Patriotic 
Degree Exemplification in Marysville, Kansas, on August 20, 2022.  
 
Every Sir Knight, as well as every Assembly is encouraged to recruit new sir knights for future exemplifications. 
Only through the recruitment of new sir knights will your assembly remain strong and active today and in the future. 
   
Respectfully submitted,  
District Master, Patrick D. Winchester 
 

 
 

Convention Hospitality Room 
All the hospitality rooms will be located in the Shawnee Ballroom. 

They will be open Saturday and Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm. 

http://www.kansas-kofc.org/
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