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State Deputy’s Message 

 
A new fraternal year is always a cause for 
celebration, but one free from Covid concerns, that 
fraternal year, is one for rejoicing. It is with that 
sentiment that I welcome the new fraternal year as 
State Deputy. 
 
It is an honor to serve Kansas as State Deputy. It is 
also a huge responsibility. Fortunately, anyone 
serving as State Deputy need not bear that 
responsibility alone. He shares it with state officers, 
his leadership team, directors, chairmen, and district 
deputies. He also shares it with local council 
leadership across the state. 
 
With that said, I need to thank IPSD Jamey Roth 
and his team for the past two years. They have set 
the bar high for me and my team, and we intend to 
build upon the foundation of excellence they 
established.  
 
As we begin the new fraternal year, it is important 
that you know my vision for the Order in Kansas. 
First and foremost, we are Catholic men, and that 
fact must animate our lives. As a result, programs 
that promote faith and evangelization and support 
our clergy will be an important focus. I dedicate my 
term as State Deputy to St. Joseph under the title 
Terror of Demons. I vow to make the rosary a focus 
during my term and to ask St. Michael the 
Archangel for protection in our spiritual battle with 
the devil. Most importantly, I ask each of us to 
rededicate ourselves to daily prayer.  
 
Secondly, Charity, Unity and Fraternity, our 
founding principles, will drive my actions as it 
should all members of the Knights of Columbus. 
Therefore, our charitable efforts and service 
programs, which define us in so many ways will 
continue to be vital. They along with our faith 
witness are the face of the Knights of Columbus to  

 
our parishes and communities. We will strive to 
increase our witness in these areas as we put Covid 
behind us. 
 
Finally, we must continue to grow the Order in 
Kansas if we hope to accomplish our lofty goals. 
Past Supreme Knight, Virgil Dechant, spoke 
elegantly and often about the need to grow the 
Order and especially among our youth. To continue 
to grow the Order will take all of us working 
together in our parishes to promote the benefits 
of membership. Those benefits start with the 
insurance program that protect the financial security 
of our families. I will work closely with our General 
and Field Agents to promote our insurance 
products. Father McGivney saw this as a 
fundamental element of the Knight of Columbus 
and so should we. The benefits of membership in 
addition to the insurance program include fraternity 
which is so critical to our formation as Catholic 
men. Growing the Order will also involve us 
reaching out to the Hispanic and ethnic Catholic 
Communities in our parishes. We owe every 
Catholic man the benefits of membership. 
 
My team has spent countless hours preparing for the 
new fraternal year and implementation of these 
priorities. I am grateful for their leadership, hard 
work and dedication and I’m grateful they answered 
yes to my call to service. 
 
The time to start is now. We must not waste a single 
day moving Kansas forward in faith, charity, and 
membership growth.  
 
Vivat Jesus 
Michael J. Grothoff 
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Immediate Past State Deputy Message 
 

We just completed a tremendous fraternal year. 
You, my Brother Knights, truly demonstrated the 
principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and 
patriotism.  Our net intake for the year was 1,237 
members.  Kansas once again reached the coveted 
Supreme Council Circle of Honor.  We should all 
be proud of our intake under our current 
environment. As of June 30, membership now 
stands at 37,938.  
 
The Order is alive and well in Kansas.  I thank each 
State officer, Director and Chairman, and all 
council officers in recruitment and programming 
this year. As presented in the online convention 
book we set records this year in many programs.  
 
This issue of “The Explorer” marks the end of my 
term as your State Deputy.  Words cannot 
adequately express my gratitude for the honor and 
opportunity to serve you these past two years, my 
lovely wife Angie and I thank each of you for the 
hospitality shown us as we traveled throughout the 
greatest jurisdiction in the Order.  You have 
touched our lives in a very special way.  The vision 
of our founder, Blessed Father Michael J. 
McGivney, remains alive and thriving in the great 
State of Kansas.   
God Bless each and every one of you. 
 
Vivat Jesus 
Jamey C. Roth – Immediate Past State Deputy 
 

State Membership Directors Message 
 

Welcome to a brand-new year of Columbianism in 
Kansas. It is truly an honor to be chosen by State 
Deputy Michael C. Grothoff to be your State 
Membership Director. I have been involved in the 
Knights of Columbus in one way or another for the 
last 24 years and I am ready for the challenge of this 
position.  
 
Our membership theme for this fraternal year comes 
from Pope Benedict XVI. State Deputy had the 
privilege to hear it on a retreat he attended. The 
quote is “The world will offer you comfort. But you 

are not made for comfort. You are Made for 
Greatness.” This quote means to me that we as 
Knights could enjoy staying in the comfort of our 
homes but instead, we chose to be active in the 
Knights and we want to work towards Greatness.  
 
Rev. Padilla could have stayed in Spain in a 
comfortable job. Instead, he came to America and 
gave his all teaching his faith to the natives of our 
land, and it cost him his mortal life. He was made 
for Greatness.  
 
Many people work for this in different ways 
because they want to be better. We as Knights want 
to be better men, husbands, fathers, grandfather’s 
and parents. I think we work for Greatness in our 
own way. 
 
We have learned to live with the pandemic, with 
inflation, with young people leaving the Church. 
But we must think of the future. Think of greatness 
as a way to serve God. We must also Decide – 
Commit – Focus - Succeed. Everyone from the 
state council down to the local level needs to 
redesign their membership plans so that there are 
262 Star Councils. We must keep building our 
membership in the state. Finally, we must keep up 
the prestige that Kansas had for over 30 years and 
keep the great State of Kansas in the Circle of 
Honor. We must keep up the great work of the 
Immediate Past State Deputy and Membership 
Chairman keeping us in the Circle of Honor. They 
have done this over the last two years.  
If you ever need anything, do not hesitate to reach 
out to me, or your regional chairman. Most 
importantly, don’t forget to reach out to your 
District Deputy.  
 
We have a great set of incentives for District 
Deputies, individual recruiters, and councils. 
Always keep in touch with your District Deputy for 
all the latest updates. Lastly, never forget that if the 
opportunity presents itself to recruit a new member, 
RECRUIT THAT NEW MEMBER.  
 
Vivat Jesus!  
Steve Abels, State Membership Director 
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State Program Directors Message 
 

Let me first start off by thanking State Deputy 
Michael Grothoff for placing his trust in me to be 
the new Program Director for the Kansas State 
Council.  I will do my best in this position to ensure 
that every council has what it needs to have a 
successful fraternal year.  We grow our Order 
through membership, but it is the programs that get 
and keep our members active.  You will see 
throughout the year that Faith will be a guiding 
factor in the Order nationwide, and an emphasis on 
the Eucharist Revival urges us to deepen our 
devotion to Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist 
through prayer, faithful attendance at Mass and 
adoration.  As you will learn more about this year’s 
theme, “Made for Greatness” this is an opportunity 
to see your Council Members show how they can be 
made for greatness by implementing these programs 
in your parish. 
Star Council should be the ultimate goal for every 
council.  Be aware of the requirements for the 
Columbian (Programing), McGivney 
(Membership), and Founders (Insurance) awards 
which are all required to make star council.  During 
the past year, Supreme Council has implemented 
form # 10784 to submit most programming reports.  
For more information about this report you can refer 
to this link for a reference guide: 
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-
programs/overview/11172-program-reference-
guide.pdf.  
I urge all members, especially elected Council 
Officers to visit the Supreme Website and read 
through the FAITH IN ACTION guidebook and 
reach out to myself or any of the programming team 
with questions.  I am looking forward to serving as 
the State Program Director this year and hope that all 
of you know that the Knights of Columbus 
programming is an opportunity for all members to 
show that you are truly Made for Greatness! 
 
VIVAT JESUS! 
Patrick Burnett, State Program Director 
 
 
 
 

State Administrative Director’s Message 
 

Welcome to a new fraternal year. I want to thank 
the state leadership for the last two years. They 
were fun and exciting times. I am excited about the 
new fraternal year. We have new leadership and 
while it will be a challenge to maintain what we 
have accomplished in the last two years I know that 
with the team that our new State Deputy has put 
together we can meet that challenge. 
 
We have started out with some new programs. 
Supreme is focused on faith and evangelization this 
year due to the Eucharist Revival our bishops have 
instituted. 
Social Media Chairman Richard Warwick has been 
working with our Faith Formation and 
Evangelization Chairman David West to create a 
new weekly rosary program that will be posted to 
our YouTube account. Be on the lookout for more 
information pertaining to this rosary program. 
 
We are asking that every council send us stories on 
programs that are happening around the state in 
your councils and assemblies. We are planning to 
post these on social media. We would like to see 
short articles and pictures that we can include with 
the Explorer, similar to what supreme does in the 
Columbia magazine. We may also post some of 
these articles to our state website. Let’s get excited 
about what we do and share that with our brothers. 
 
One other new position created this year is Forms 
Chairman Lino Munoz. Lino will be contacting 
councils in order to make sure that councils are 
completing the reports that are needed at supreme 
and state level. 
 
Here’s to a great year, have fun and make the best 
of it. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Doug Wietharn, State Administrative Director 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/overview/11172-program-reference-guide.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/overview/11172-program-reference-guide.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/overview/11172-program-reference-guide.pdf
https://on24static.akamaized.net/event/24/18/34/6/rt/1/documents/resourceList1593030403933/10907faithinactionguidebook1593030395166.pdf
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 
1 Deadline Form #185 Report of Officers Due at 

Supreme 
8-10 New DD Training 
15 Deadline to submit bid to host 2023 State Golf 

Tournament 
16 Regional Meeting – Liberal 
17 Regional Meeting – Garden City 
21 Regional Meeting – Wichita 
23 Regional Meeting – Topeka & K.C. 
23-24 State Golf Tournament in Dodge City 
29-31 141st Supreme Convention-Nashville 
30 Regional Meeting - Atchison 
31 Deadline for ordering Soccer Challenge Kit 
 
August 
1 Deadline Form #365 Service Personnel Report 

due at Supreme 

1-4 141st Supreme Convention – Nashville 
6 Regional Meeting – Manhattan 
17 Regional Meeting – Parsons 
20 Regional Meeting – Colby 
21 Regional Meeting – Hays 
27 Regional Meeting – Pratt 
27 District Meeting – Atchison 
28 Regional Meeting - Salina 
12 Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Birthday 
14 132nd Anniversary of the death of Blessed Fr. 

Michael J. McGivney 
15 Form #1295 Semi-Annual Audit Report due at 

Supreme 
31 Deadline for ordering Tootsie Rolls 

 
Congratulations! 

Knight of the Month for June 2022: Maurice Schaller 
Council 3273 – Larned 
Family of the Month for June 2022: The Daniel Cote 
Family of Council 7426 – Meriden 

 


