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State Deputy’s Message 
As you read this, Patty and I are in Nashville, Tennessee 
for the 140th Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Convention. I will provide a report on the convention in 
the September edition of the Explorer.  
 
Also, while I am in Nashville, the question of the “Value 
Them Both” amendment will have been decided. We 
pray that the good people of Kansas will vote in favor of 
life and pass the amendment. Regardless of the outcome 
of the vote, the Knights of Columbus will continue to 
promote the Culture of Life. Ultrasound machines will 
still be needed, and pregnancy centers will still require 
our support.  
 
In fact, the need for support of pregnancy centers may 
well increase after the overturning of the Roe vs Wade 
Supreme Court decision. As more mothers bring their 
pregnancies to term, support for women and babies will 
increase. Supreme has recognized this fact with a new 
program called Aid and Support After Pregnancy or 
(ASAP). Through this program Supreme will provide a 
pregnancy center with an additional, $100 for every 
$500 (in cash or supplies) a council donates, up to 
$2,000. For more information click here 11371 Aid and 
Support Guide Book . 
 
In February of 2022, at a men’s retreat, I was introduced 
to a quote from Pope Benedict XVI that reads, “The 
world will offer you comfort. You are not made for 
comfort. You are made for greatness.” This quote stuck 
with me and when it came time to choose a theme for 
this fraternal year I chose “Made for Greatness”. This is 
not a term of arrogance, but rather one of surrender to 
God’s will. He didn’t place us in this time and place to 
live our lives adrift and without purpose. He put us here 
to advance His Kingdom on earth and reside with him 
for all eternity in Heaven. I use the Knights of Columbus 
as my vehicle for advancing His Kingdom on earth and 
help me get to Heaven. I encourage all knights to do the 
same, and to offer this same vehicle to other men who 
are searching for purpose. Survey after survey of young 
men show that they are searching for meaning in their 
lives. They are searching for exactly what the Knights of 

Columbus can give them. If they don’t find it with us, 
they will find meaning somewhere else. Ask men, 
especially young men, to join us.  Bring them in through 
the e-member portal and use the promo code, 
BlessedMcGivney for one year of free membership.  
 
Knights are men of prayer, but we are called by our very 
title to action and service.  This combination of reliance 
on prayer and our tendency to action and service is why 
we are made for greatness. To do God’s will on earth 
and join Him in Heaven is to be great. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Michael J. Grothoff 
 

State Chaplain’s Message 
My brother Knights of Columbus, 
 
     It is an honor for me to begin this year as the state 
chaplain of the Kansas Knights of Columbus. Gratitude 
fills my heart as I recall the generous and ardent faith of 
my predecessor, Fr. Bernie Gorges, whose zeal for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and our beautiful Catholic faith are 
contagious. Words cannot express the debt of thanks we 
have for all he has done, especially his valiant work on 
behalf of Value them Both. 
     On both my father and mother’s side of the family the 
Catholic faith was strong, and the Knights of Columbus 
was a part of life. Growing up in Leoti, Ks, near the 
Knights of Columbus council in Marienthal, KS I was 
inspired by the charity, unity and fraternity of the men 
who were Knights that I came to know over the years. 
     Pope Francis, in writing about our founder, Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney said zeal for the proclamation of 
the Gospel and generous concern for the needs of his 
brothers and sisters made him an outstanding witness of 
Christian solidarity and fraternal assistance. 
     From farms to cities, to every size of town in 
between, you as the Knights of Columbus in Kansas, and 
your families put your Catholic faith to work in so many 
good deeds. Our persevering work in building a 
civilization of life and love in the midst of a culture of 
death is truly astounding. Proclaiming the beauty of 
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead, and the 
Catholic Church he established in the midst of a world 
often hostile to any mention of God is admirable.  

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/life/pregnancy-center-support/11371-aid-and-support-guide-book.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/life/pregnancy-center-support/11371-aid-and-support-guide-book.pdf
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     I want to commend our Insurance and Financial 
agents. Care of the widows and children was not just one 
item among many on Blessed Michael J McGivney’s 
priorities; it was a key reason for establishing this 
fraternal brotherhood that could help one another, and 
the family in need.  
     As Catholic men our faith revolves around the 
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Every time 
we gather around the Altar we proclaim the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ until he comes again.  The 
Bishops of the United States have called upon the 
Knights of Columbus to be leaders in the coming years 
of Eucharistic Revival.  We are being called to be 
healed, converted, formed, and unified by an encounter 
with the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 
     In closing, I want to share with you the beautiful 
words of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who said 
that the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
the cause of our joy because she leads us to Jesus; and 
we are the cause of her joy when we lead others to Jesus.  
May we always be filled with such joy! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Rev. Meinrad Miller O.S.B. 
 

State Membership Directors Message 
 
While we may be halfway through the second month of 
the fraternal year, we cannot move forward without 
saying, what an exciting and long journey the 2021-2022 
fraternal year was. With YOUR help, we not only put 
Kansas back in the coveted Supreme Knight’s Circle of 
Honor, but for the first time since its inception, we have 
won the Supreme Knight’s Pinnacle Circle of Honor for 
a second time. You can read more about that in the State 
Deputy message. But, in a year of uncertainty, every 
member in Kansas banded together to continue the 
mission of Blessed Michael McGivney. 
 
Now, enough with last year. We must continue to move 
forward and look toward the future. Our membership 
theme this year comes from a quote from Pope Benedict 
XVI where he once said, “The world will offer you 
comfort. But you are not made for comfort. You are, 
“Made for Greatness!” We all want to be great in our 
own ways and we want to help others to be the best they 
can be. Hopefully that will help us all make it to heaven. 
  
To achieve Circle of Honor this year, we have our work 
cut out for us. We will need 1215 new members. 
Remember that the new BLESSEDMCGIVNEY code is 
with us this fraternal year, where a new member can 

receive one year of free online membership. Also don’t 
forget for our Seminarians, the code SEMINARIAN is 
always free for them. Using this code will also exempt 
your council from paying per capita for that member.  
 
August is a glorious month for members of the Knights 
of Columbus. We begin the month with the Supreme 
Convention. This year, the convention is in person, in 
Nashville Tennessee. Shortly after the conclusion of the 
Supreme Convention, on August 12, we celebrate the 
birthday of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney. 
Then on August 13, we celebrate his feast day and on 
August 14, his death. It is appropriate that the Knights of 
Columbus celebrate Family Week, beginning August 7 
and concluding on the date that Blessed Michael 
McGivney died. 
 
I encourage all knights to embrace these important dates 
surrounding the life of Blessed Michael McGivney and 
plan activities during family week to celebrate our 
founder and family life. To celebrate Blessed Michael 
McGivney, plan a prayer service on his feast day, attend 
Mass that day as a council, plan a meal or other social 
event in his honor. Family events could include such 
activities as family prayer night, family picnic, movie 
night, family game night, or a family Holy Hour. 
 
Finally, consider inviting prospective knights to join you 
for these activities. There is no better way to introduce a 
man and his family to our Order than by celebrating our 
founder and family. 
 
Yes gentlemen, it seems that we have been given a lot of 
challenges to meet Circle of Honor, but if I know the 
members of Kansas, which I do, we will get this done. 
We appreciate everything you are doing for your 
councils and the Order.  
Blessed Michael McGivney, Pray for Us!  
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Stephen E. Abels 

 
State Program Directors Message 

The month of August marks the birth and death of our 
founder, Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney.  His vision for 
the Knights of Columbus was to be there when families 
needed help the most.  This vision and the purpose of the 
Knights of Columbus is needed now more than ever.  As 
the fraternal year gets under way, I am excited about two 
new programs that will help our members walk in stride 
with our founder’s vision.   
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In our Worthy State Deputy’s message this month, he 
introduced the NEW Supreme Council program Aid and 
Support After Pregnancy(ASAP).  With so much attention 
on the Roe vs. Wade overturning by the Supreme Court 
and the Value Them Both Amendment here in Kansas, 
mothers need our help more than ever.  Please adopt this 
new program for your council.   
 
On August 10th at 7:30 pm the brand new state program 
Brothers with Beads will launch with its first broadcast on 
the state’s YouTube page.  Grab your rosary, and join 
your Brother Knights in praying the rosary each 
Wednesday night.  Encourage your Council Chaplain, 
members, prayer group, or family to sign up to record a 
rosary and send it in.  All the information on how to 
participate is listed on page 28 and 28A in the Program 
and Membership Guide that can be found on the state 
website.   
 
A few key dates to keep in mind: 
 

• Councils schedule your Family Week activities 
for August 7-14 

• RSVP tickets have been distributed contact 
chairman Travis Wurtz if your council needs 
more 

• Tootsie Roll Drive is October 8-10 
• District Deputies submit your Tootsie Roll 

orders by August 31 
• The Silver Rose is coming to Kansas-check the 

state website for this year’s route 
 
Get your Council off to a fast start by getting involved 
with the Faith In Action programs now!  Enjoy the new 
program opportunities for your Council.  Remember you 
were MADE FOR GREATNESS!  
 
VIVAT JESUS! 
Patrick W. Burnett 
 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
August 
1 Deadline Form #365 Service Personnel Report 

due at Supreme 
1-4 141st Supreme Convention – Nashville 
6 Regional Meeting – Manhattan 
7-14 Supreme Family Week 
17 Regional Meeting – Parsons 
20 Regional Meeting – Colby 
21 Regional Meeting – Hays 
27 Regional Meeting – Pratt 
27 District Meeting – Atchison 
28 Regional Meeting - Salina 
12 Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Birthday 
14 132nd Anniversary of the death of Blessed Fr. 

Michael J. McGivney 
15 Form #1295 Semi-Annual Audit Report due at 

Supreme 
31 Deadline for ordering Tootsie Rolls 
 
September 
1-30 Conduct Soccer Challenge 
1 Deadline for ordering Essay Contest Kit 
11 Knights of Columbus World Day of Prayer for 

Peace 
30 Order “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster 

Contest Kits 
 

Congratulations! 
Knight of the Month for June 2022: James Reid Council 
7485 – Andover 
Family of the Month for June 2022: The Norman Ross 
Family of Council 834 – Horton 

 


