
THE EXPLORER 
A publication of the 

Kansas Knights of Columbus www.kansas-kofc.org 
September 2022 Vol. 26 No. 3 

State Deputy’s Message 

July and August were incredible, my days were filled 
with hope for the future of our Order. As we enter 
September that hope remains. The reason for my hope 
was the time I spent with dedicated and devoted knights 
and their families; starting with our District Deputy 
Installation and Training weekend in Manhattan, 
followed by District Meeting across the state and ending 
with a wonderful week in Nashville for the 140th 
Supreme Convention. However, all the news was not 
great in my first two months as State Deputy. I was 
saddened by the results of the vote on the “Value Them 
Both” amendment. More about the vote later but first the 
140th Supreme Convention. 

It was wonderful being back together in Nashville, 
Tennessee. We had 32 Kansans in Nashville for the 
Convention.  Our jurisdiction was blessed to have our 
State Chaplain, Rev. Meinrad Miller, Former State 
Chaplain, Rev. Bernie Gorges, and Bishop Carl Kemme. 
As always, the masses at the Supreme Convention were 
spectacular. On Monday evening we attended a 
Welcome Concert and Awards Ceremony, featuring the 
Hillbilly Thomists, a Bluegrass group made up of Friers. 
They were wonderful! The headliner for the evening was 
Craig Morgan, a converted Catholic, who joyfully 
shared his faith with us and became a member of the 
Knights of Columbus earlier that day. Then at the 
Awards Ceremony, on stage at the Grand Old Opry 
House, Immediate Past State Deputy, Jamey C. Roth, 
received the Pinnacle Award.  On Tuesday, at the 
business session, the Supreme Knight gave the Annual 
Report. In it he highlighted the many wonderful 
accomplishments and charitable activities of our Order. 
He also shared his vision of the Order; how necessary 
we are and how hopeful he is for our future.  That 
address always inspires and reminds me of why I joined 
the Knights of Columbus. On Tuesday evening was the 
always enjoyable States Dinner with a Keynote address 
by Cardinal Timothy Dolan.  But the highlight of the 
Convention came at the Wednesday business meeting 
when Immediate Past State Deputy, Jamey C. Roth was 
elected to the Supreme Board of Directors. We 
congratulate Jamey for his election to the board and 
thank him for his dedication and many contributions to 

the Order over his many, many years of service. Finally, 
on Thursday, was the always wonderful Memorial Mass 

Value Them Both 

The vote on the “Value Them Both” amendment was 
totally unexpected. The results were coming in while the 
Kansas jurisdiction was at the States Dinner at the 
Supreme Convention. While we were singing the state 
songs of our brother knights from other jurisdictions and 
celebrating the Orders accomplishments, our delegation 
watched as very disappointing results were reported. 
While disappointing, it proves that we have much more 
work to do evangelizing the culture.  A day or two after 
the vote, Chuck Weber, Executive Director of the 
Kansas Catholic Conference, shared with me some 
thoughts concerning the “Value Them Both” campaign. 
He expressed his sincere gratitude to the Knights for the 
prayers, time and treasure devoted to the campaign. He 
commented on the fact that we knocked on over 500,000 
doors, made countless phone calls and placed tens of 
thousands of signs in support of the Culture of Life. He 
thanked us for the financial support of over $300,000 
from the Knights in Kansas and another nearly $500,000 
from the Supreme Office. He had high praise for the 
contributions of our Former State Chaplain Rev. Bernie 
Gorges and College Coordinator and Young Adult 
Outreach Chairman, Austin Lager for the many miles 
they traveled and the hundreds of presentations they 
made on behalf of the cause.  His explanation for what 
happened started with the overturning of Roe v Wade 
and how it energized the opposition. It nationalized the 
vote and as a result millions and millions of dollars 
poured into Kansas to buy ads that spread lies and fear. 
It ended, with recognition that a compliant media not 
only didn’t correct the lies and in fact advocated for the 
opposition. Finally, he reminded us that our work is not 
done, in fact we must work twice as hard as Kansas will 
increasingly become a destination for abortions.  

The past two months were filled with extreme joy and 
profound sadness. Even with the set back on the “Value 
Them Both" amendment I look to the future with hope.  
We have every reason for that hope because we belong 
to one of the greatest organizations in the world and we 
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have the truth and God on our side. Cling to Him and to 
His truth and we can’t fail. This does not mean that we 
should be complacent, remember, we are His hands and 
those hands must be about doing His work. Always 
remember we are Made for Greatness. 

Vivat Jesus,
Michael J. Grothoff 

State Chaplain’s Message 
My Dear Brother Knights, and families, 

     In August, on my way out to western Kansas for a 
visit, I stopped by the cemetery in Lacrosse, KS to make 
a visit to the grave of our beloved former Supreme 
Knight Virgil Dechant. Just a few years ago I was there 
for his Funeral Mass and burial, surrounded by many of 
his family and friends. To go back and spend a few 
moments silently praying for him was a moving 
experience.  
     Each of us as Catholics and Knights of Columbus 
stand on the shoulders of giants. We remember those 
who have gone before us, handing on the faith. Going 
back to the first Easter Sunday when the disciples were 
astonished at the news that Jesus, whom they had 
witnessed just days earlier in his brutal suffering and 
death, was truly alive. My brothers, and families of 
Knights, we serve a wonderful crucified and risen Lord 
Jesus.  
     All of what we do as Knights of Columbus flows 
from our Catholic faith. Our belief in God, our 
celebration of the Sacraments, our living a moral life and 
our prayer all root us in something much greater than 
ourselves.  
     Today many in society tell us that our faith is a 
private matter; that we should not be concerned for the 
needs of the unborn, of the poor, of those on the margins 
of society. On June 16, 1988, Virgil Dechant invited St. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta to address the employees of 
the Knights of Columbus at the Supreme Office. She 
recounted her concern for the unborn, for the poor, and 
many others. And then she said these beautiful words: 

I am very grateful to the Knights of Columbus 
for what they have offered to do for us, in 
sharing their love for Jesus. I never ask people 
for this or that; I always tell them, “I want to 
give you a gift.” And they reply, “Mother 
Teresa, what gift can you give?” I tell them, “I 
give you a chance to do something for the 
poor.” 

    Today, look at the opportunity to practice your 
Catholic faith, and to share that faith with others in both 
the spiritual and corporal works of mercy as a gift. St. 
Francis of Assisi said it so well when he said it is in 
giving that we receive. 
     That day in August as I prayed at Virgil Dechant’s 
grave I was filled with gratitude for the gift of his life for 
the Church, and the Knights of Columbus. I realize that 
now it is our turn to say yes to God giving us a chance to 
do something for the poor. 

Vivat Jesus! 
Rev. Meinrad Miller O.S.B. 

State Membership Directors Message 
We now have two full months of the fraternal year 
behind us and our numbers are far below what we should 
be compared with the rest of our division. While most 
councils in Kansas have E-Members on their Prospect 
Tab, transferring these prospects into the council does 
NOT help the State Council. We have to continue to 
recruit new members. We still want and need you to 
reach out to these members and get them into your 
councils. 
This is the last month of the first quarter and we will 
have our first Fraternal Benefit Night on September 15th. 
This Fraternal Benefit Night will feature Ed Slott, a 
nationally recognized IRA distribution expert, 
professional speaker, television personality, and best-
selling author. He is known for his unparalleled ability to 
turn advanced tax strategies into understandable, 
actionable and entertaining advice. Keep in mind that 
your council will need to promote the event and have at 
least 7 prospective or current members register and 
attend the event. Remember that we encourage the wife 
or significate other to also attend the event. At the end of 
the program, an email survey will be sent to all those 
who registered and signed into the program and they 
must complete the survey for the council to get credit for 
their participation. The General Agent will send a 
fillable PDF form for the Grand Knight to fill out and 
return to the GA. Remember that this benefit night is 
purely educational. No one is going to try and sell you 
anything. The council can use this event as a 
recruitment tool to bring new men into the order. Get the 
information out to the Parish for them to take advantage 
of this offer. Remember District Deputies have to have 
all his councils complete both benefit nights by 
December 1st and councils can earn an incentive if they 
complete both Fraternal Benefit Nights by December 1st.  
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September is the last month for our Fast Start Incentive 
for the council. For every new member brought into the 
council until the end of the month, the council will not 
have to pay the $12.00 per capita on them this year. 
Remember it has to be a new member, not an E-member 
that has been on your prospect list for a period of time.  

One year ago, we had an incredible journey for the 
month of September. Something none of us have 
probably ever been a part of or witnessed. Something 
that we always prayed for to happen, but never expected. 
That was the anticipated return of Fr. Kapaun. As with 
our current membership theme, he is a man “Made for 
Greatness.” We all are called to be “Made for 
Greatness.” Let us work to serve the Knights of 
Columbus in whatever areas we can. 

 Vivat Jesus! 
Stephen E. Abels 

State Program Directors Message 
This month marks the final month of the first quarter of 
the fraternal year and the official end of summer with 
Labor Day Weekend.  Many councils have gotten their 
programs off to an excellent start and I encourage you to 
continue engaging with your members.  Remember, an 
engaged member is more likely to stay involved and may 
possibly lead to future leadership in your council.  Here 
are a couple of programs to get involved with. 

The Silver Rose is back in Kansas!  This year’s route 
starts in Belleville on September 18th and will travel 
through the north eastern part of the state, down through 
Topeka, and exit through Coffeyville on October 23rd.  
This program offers a rosary-centered occasion for 
Knights, parishioners and community members to pray 
for respect for life, for the spiritual renewal of each nation, 
and for the advancement of the message of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  Please plan to attend a service along the 
route.  See the state website for this year’s route. 

Brothers with Beads continues on the state’s YouTube 
page.  Grab your rosary, and join your Brother Knights in 
praying the rosary each Wednesday night at 7:30 pm. 
Encourage your Council Chaplain, members, prayer 
group, or family to sign up to record a rosary and send it 
in.  All the information on how to participate is listed on 
page 28 and 28A in the Program and Membership Guide 
that can be found on the state website.   

A few key dates to keep in mind: 

• Councils conduct Soccer Challenge this month
• September 11-K of C World day of prayer for

peace
• The Silver Rose is coming to Kansas September

18-October 23
• September 30-Order Keep Christ in Christmas

Poster Contest Kit
• Tootsie Roll Drive is October 8-10

Vivat Jesus! 
Patrick W. Burnett 

State Administrative Directors Message 

The new website is up and has been running now for a 
couple of months. You can access it using the same 
kansas-kofc.org as always. We are still getting some of 
the information updated. If you see something that is 
incorrect or needs to be updated, please let us know via 
email at webmaster@kansas-kofc.org. 

One new feature we would like to use more is posting 
activities from some of the councils and assemblies. If 
you have a program, you want to share please send us 
the information and we will look into getting something 
about it on the website. 

The Official State Directory has been published. An 
email with a link to the directory was sent out on August 
10, 2022 to all State personnel, Council (Grand Knights 
and Financial Secretaries) and Assembly (Faithful 
Navigators and Faithful Comptrollers) that we have in 
our email system. If you missed this email, please first 
check your spam or junk folder. If you cannot find it 
send us an email and we will get you the link. While 
minor changes have been made and the directory has 
been updated, the same link can still be used. 

Vivat Jesus! 
Douglas Wietharn 

mailto:webmaster@kansas-kofc.org
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   CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 
1-30 Conduct Soccer Challenge
1 Deadline for ordering Essay Contest Kit 
11 Knights of Columbus World Day of Prayer for Peace 
18 Silver Rose arrives in Kansas 
30 Order “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest Kits 
October 
1 Deadline for Religious Education Fund Request 
8-10 Conduct Tootsie Roll Campaign
11 Columbus Day 
15 Deadline for GK’s to return Religious Ed Fund Drawing donations & extra tickets to DD’s 
23 Silver Rose leaves Kansas 

Congratulations! 
Knight of the Month for July 2022: Steve Weide Council 2614 – Arkansas City 
Family of the Month for July 2022: The Michael Lett Family of Council 657 – St. Mary’s 

Pictured left to right: Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, newly elected Supreme Director Jamey Roth, 
and Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori 
 


