Sample Delegation Letter

(for a visiting priest/deacon to celebrate marriage)
· For the validity of the marriage, a priest or deacon who witnesses a marriage in a parish to which he is not assigned, is to obtain delegation from the pastor of the place of marriage. 

· Delegation should be obtained from the pastor of the local parish at least one month prior to the date of the wedding. Delegation must be in writing.
· Please print this sample letter in parish letterhead.
· Delegation letter should be file in the marriage preparation file & a copy given to the priest/deacon celebrating the marriage.

· Prior to granting delegation, a priest or permanent deacon from outside the Diocese of

Brownsville must provide a letter of good standing from his bishop or superior.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
March 25, 2021
«Priest/Deacon_Officiating»
«Parish»
«Address_Line»
«City»

 MERGEFIELD State «State»

 MERGEFIELD ZIP_Code «ZIP_Code»
Dear «Priest/Deacon_Officiating»,

I, «Priest_Granting_Delegation», Pastor/Administrator of «Parish & City_of_Delegator», hereby delegate, «Priest/Deacon_Officiating», to witness the marriage of «Full Name of Groom» and «Full Name of Bride» on «date_of_marriage» at «name of Church and City».

Sincerely, 

____________________________________________ 

________________________________ «Priest_Granting_Delegation» 



Date
«Title: Pastor/Administrator»  
«Parish & City_of_Delegator»
Affix parish stamp/seal
