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Catholic News Service

ROME  — Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
and Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés 
have returned to the Rio Grande Valley 
from their ad limina visit Jan. 20-24 with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican.

The bishops were in Rome as part 
of their visit ad limina apostolorum — 
“to the threshold of the apostles” — to 
pray and also to report on the status 
of their dioceses in meetings with the 
pope and Vatican officials. The bishops 

joined two dozen of their colleagues 
from the dioceses of Texas, Oklahoma 
and Arkansas for the visit, a mandatory 
meeting with the pontiff required about 
every five years.

Bishop Flores’ last ad limina was in 
2012, about two years after he became 
bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville 
and shortly before Pope Benedict XVI 
retired from the papacy in 2013.

The 26 bishops spent about 2-1/2 
hours Jan. 20 talking with Pope Francis 
in English and Spanish. The pope 
responded in Italian so his aide could 
translate the responses into English.

The topics were wide-ranging and 
included the clerical sexual abuse 
crisis, migration, the challenges of a 
media-permeated culture and forming 
Christian consciences, especially in a 

Meeting with 
Pope Francis

» Please see Meeting p.2

Catholic News Service

Twenty-six bishops from Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma traveled to Rome Jan. 20-24 to meet with Pope 
Francis and Vatican officials and report on their dioceses. The bishops are shown here at their Jan. 20 group 
meeting with the pontiff.

Feb. 2 marks the 10th 
anniversary of Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores’ installation 
as bishop of the Diocese 
of Brownsville.

10-Year Anniversary
...Pages 8-9

L’Osservatore Romano

Pope Francis greets Bishop Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario A. Avilés during a meeting with U.S. 
bishops from Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas during their 
ad limina visits to the Vatican Jan. 20. The bishops were 
making their ad limina visits to report on the status of 
their dioceses to the pope and Vatican officials.

Bishops discuss 
important matters 
with pontiff

Community mourns 
passing of St. Anthony 
Parish’s pastor. 

Father Larry Klein 
...Page 11
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Mientras estaba ante la tumba 
de san Pedro me conmovió 
humildemente el momento en que 
cantábamos el Credo después de la 
Misa del lunes por la mañana (20 de 
enero) al comienzo de nuestra visita 
ad limina. Es hermoso escuchar a 
todos los obispos cantar en una sola 
voz. Me impactó muchísimo esta 
tradición que sucede al final de la 
misa, antes de venerar las reliquias. 
Es una muy solemne forma de 
expresión, que revela en qué consiste 
el oficio del obispo: confirmar a otros 
en la fe, afirmar la tradición apostólica 
de la fe, y hacer esto como sucesor 
de los apóstoles en comunión con el 
sucesor de Pedro. Es una experiencia 
que hace a uno más humilde. La fe 
es más grande que cualquiera de 
nosotros. Somos simplemente sus 
custodios. Como obispo, siento este 
sentido de ser custodio más y más 
cada vez: que tenemos que llevar la 
fe hacia delante. Esta fe, que es el 
misterio de la misericordia y el amor 
de Dios cantada en el Credo. 

Este sentimiento se quedó 
conmigo el resto de la semana 
en Roma. El sentido de estar en 
comunión con Pedro, de vivir la fe 
de la Iglesia y de intentar traer esto 
de regreso al Valle del Rio Grande. 
Me siento afirmado en la fe de la 
Iglesia, sobre todo por medio de los 
feligreses aquí en la diócesis. Estoy 
muy agradecido.

Fue algo providencial que la visita 
ad limina y la preparación del reporte 
sobre el estado de nuestra Iglesia 
local, me dio una oportunidad de 
pensar en los 10 años que he pasado 
aquí en la diócesis. Tengo un gran 
sentido de gratitud. Estoy agradecido 
con Dios que nos ha ayudado a todos, 
trabajando juntos, a seguir adelante. 
Mi oficio como obispo es ayudar 
a todos en la Iglesia a cumplir su 
misión.

Cada cinco años la ley de la Iglesia 
requiere que todos los obispos del 
mundo vayan a Roma a rezar ante la 
tumba del apóstol Pedro y a expresar 
su devoción filiar y comunión con 
el Obispo de Roma y el Sucesor de 
Pedro. También entregar un reporte 
de la situación actual de la Iglesia 
local.

La frase en latin Ad Limina 
significa “hacia el umbral”. Esto 
significa que caminamos hasta el 
umbral de la tumba del Apóstol 
Pedro. Expresamos nuestra comunión 

En comunión 
con San 

Pedro y su 
sucesor Standing before the tomb of St. Peter, I was moved 

and humbled as we sang the Creed after the Mass on 
Monday morning (Jan. 20) at the start of our ad limina 
visit. It is beautiful to hear all the bishops sing together. 
This tradition that comes at the end of the Mass before 
we venerate the relics was truly an impactful moment. 
It is a solemn form of expression of what the office of 
the bishop is — to confirm others in the faith, to affirm 
the apostolic tradition of the faith, and to do so as 
successors of the apostles in communion with the suc-
cessor of Peter. It is very humbling. The faith is much 
bigger than any of us. We are its stewards. As bishop, I 
feel that stewardship more and more all the time — that 
we need to hand this on, this great mystery of God’s 
mercy and love that is sung in the Creed. 

That lingered through the rest of the week in Rome, 
that sense of being in communion with Peter, living the 
faith of the Church and trying to bring that back to the 
Rio Grande Valley. I feel affirmed myself in the faith of 
the Church precisely by the people here in the diocese. I 
am very grateful.

It was providential that the ad limina visit and 
preparing the report on the state of our local Church 
gave me a chance to think about my 10 years here in the 
diocese. I have a deep sense of gratitude. I am grateful 
to God he has helped all of us, working together, move 
things forward. My role as bishop is to help everyone in 
the Church fulfill their missions.

Every five years all the bishops of the world are re-
quired by Church Law to go to Rome in order to pray at 
the tomb of St. Peter, and to express our filial devotion 
and communion with the Bishop of Rome and Succes-
sor of Peter, and to submit a report on the state of the 
local Church. 

The Latin phrase “Ad Limina” means “to the thresh-
old”; that is to say, we travel to the very threshold of the 
tomb of the Apostle Peter. We concretely express our 
communion with the Successor of St. Peter. Through 
the bishop of the diocese, the Church of the Valley goes 
to express its peace and communion with the Church of 
Christ built on the rock of St. Peter’s profession of Faith.

This is a spiritual journey of renewal for the 
bishops. I, along with Bishop Mario Avilés and the 
other bishops of Region X, which includes Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas, who traveled in January, took the 
clergy, and faithful, the deacons, religious, and seminar-
ians in our hearts as we celebrated Mass and prayed at 
the major basilicas in Rome. 

Our meeting with Pope Francis after Mass at the 

tomb of St. Peter provided us with time to have a fruit-
ful conversation. There were some light moments, but 
there were also some heavier moments when talking 
about the challenges faced by the Church today.

When Inés San Martin from Crux Now asked me 
about the meeting with the Holy Father, I mentioned 
to her that I kept thinking my mother would say to 
me, “Sit up straight, sit up straight.” But as soon as 
he walked down the aisle and sat down, I didn’t feel 
nervous. He took the questions, and was very attentive, 
and from time to time he would look over at me, make 
sure I wasn’t falling asleep or anything. But I really felt 
moved by being that close to him. It was quite a gift.

Some of the words he said stayed with me, and 
helped to confirm the work we want to be doing. The 
Holy Father gave us practical advice, telling us to try 
to go and visit the parishes not just for the big events, 
and not just the confirmations, but sometimes just on 
an ordinary day, because the people appreciate that. He 
was not talking about personalities, but rather about the 
office of the bishop. The way he put it, he touched his 
nose as he said it, “The people have a nose for realizing 
where the bishop is, there is the Church.” It encouraged 
me to keep that in mind. I try to do that already, but I 
realize I need to keep that focus on the pastoral service 
of the bishop.

He spoke to us about the tone we use when we 
speak. He conveyed his sense of a Church that tries to 
be just and charitable in its tone and its message, and 
not caught in the strident divisiveness that can get in 
the way when we talk to each other in society. 

There is a certain tone he asks us to have, to be 
teachers of the faith, and also in evangelization we are 
supposed try to pull people together. He kept saying, 
“Teach the Gospels and ask people to put it into prac-
tice, and they will figure out how. But you have to keep 
teaching that, and be the voice that confirms to people 
the Gospel teachings of the Church.”

His advice helped me put these things together in 
my mind and in my heart in terms of my experience 
here in Brownsville. I have felt a great deal of support 
and a great deal of encouragement from regular pa-
rishioners every day. The people of God have been very 
supportive to me these 10 years, and I am very grateful 
for that. Thank you for your continued prayers. I con-
tinue to be one of the happiest bishops in the country. 

As I continue to process the experience from the 
ad limina visit, I anticipate that I will have more to say 
about our time in Rome and at the Vatican.

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

In communion with 
St. Peter’s successor 

»From our 
shepherd

I continue
to be 
one of 
the happiest
bishops 
in the 
country.” 

“

» Por favor lea Ad limina p.13

time of deep political divisions.
Bishop Flores said all of 

those issues were important, but 
for him the key was listening to 
the pope and being listened to 
by him.

Pope Francis is attentive 
to and knows the pastoral 
challenges posed by modern 
social media and their pervasive 
presence in many people's 
lives, said Bishop Flores, a daily 
Twitter user. But the pope has “a 
calmness about how we address 
that,” mainly by remaining 
true to the identity as pastors, 
proclaiming the Gospel and 
encouraging people to act 
according to it.

The ad limina visits are “very 
important for deepening our 
sense of personal communion” 
with the pope, the successor of 
Peter, Bishop Flores said. “It’s not 
just the office, it's the affection 
for your father spiritually that 
we need to cultivate, because 
it is part of the gift that is the 
communion of the church.”

“He talked about the 
importance of pastors who 
accompany their people,” 
Bishop Flores said. “I found 
that encouraging, because they 
are the unsung heroes who 
accompany their people, day in 
and day out.”

Pope Francis also encoura-
ged the bishops to be pastors, 
in a real sense, spending time 
with their faithful “not just at 
confirmations and on the big 
feast days,” he said. The pope 

said, “The people have a nose for 
the deep reality of the church, 
and that is that where the bishop 
is, there is the church.”

The pope’s words were 
“profoundly pastoral, profoundly 
theological and ecclesial — a 
sense of church” — as well as 
obviously flowing from a deep 
spirituality, Bishop Flores said.

On migration, Bishop 
Flores said the pope was 
clearly knowledgeable about 
and grateful for the decades 
of work the Catholic Church 
in the United States has done 
to welcome migrants and 
refugees and was encouraging 
of what the bishops are doing 
now, especially to speak of “the 
dignity of the immigrant and the 
just treatment” of them.

Read the complete story 
online at www.cdob.org.

con el Sucesor de San Pedro de 
una manera concreta. A través 
del obispo de la diócesis, la 
Iglesia del Valle va y le expresa su 
paz y comunión con la Iglesia de 
Cristo construida sobre la piedra 
de la profesión de la fe de San 
Pedro.

Esta es una jornada espiritual 
de renovación para los obispos. 
Yo, y el obispo Mario Avilés y 
otros obispos de la Región 10, 
que incluye Arkansas, Oklahoma 
y Texas, que viajamos en enero, 
nos llevamos a los sacerdotes, 
diáconos, fieles, religiosos 

y seminaristas en nuestros 
corazones mientras celebrábamos 
la Misa y rezamos en las Basílicas 
Mayores en Roma. 

Nuestra reunión con el 
Papa Francisco, después de 
la misa en la tumba de San 
Pedro, nos dio tiempo de tener 
una conversación fructífera. 
Hubieron unos momentos de 
ligereza, pero también hubieron 
otros momentos de peso al 
hablar de los desafíos que la 
Iglesia afrenta el día de hoy.

Cuando Inés San Martin 
de Crux Now me preguntó 

sobre la reunión con el Santo 
Padre, le mencioné que estuve 
pensando en mi madre que me 
diría “siéntate derecho, siéntate 
derecho”. Una vez que el Papa 
pasó por el pasillo y se sentó, 
dejé de sentirme nervioso. Él 
respondió a nuestras preguntas 
y estuvo muy atento. De vez en 
cuando volteaba a ver me para 
asegurarse que no me estuviera 
quedando dormido. Me sentí 
muy honrado al estar tan cerca 
de él. Fue un gran regalo.

Algunas de las palabras que 
dijo se me quedaron grabadas 

y me ayudaron a confirmar el 
trabajo que queremos seguir 
haciendo. El Santo Padre nos dio 
consejos prácticos como decirnos 
que visitáramos las parroquias no 
solo en los eventos grandes y no 
solo en las confirmaciones, sino 
también en los días ordinarios, 
porque la gente aprecia esos 
momentos. No estaba hablando 
sobre personalidades específicas, 
sino más bien sobre el oficio del 
obispo. Él nos dijo, tocándose la 
nariz “La gente tiene nariz para 
darse cuenta que donde está el 
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By CAROL GLATZ 
Catholic News Service

ROME — A pilgrimage to the 
apostles’ tombs in Rome helps 
bishops renew their sense of unity 
as well as rededicate themselves 
to being missionaries bringing 
the Gospel to the world, said 
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of 
Oklahoma City.

“That’s what we are here to 
celebrate and acknowledge today 
— our communion with Peter 
and our mission ‘ad gentes’ to the 
nations, to the ends of the earth,” 
Archbishop Coakley said in his 
homily during Mass at the Basilica 
of St. Paul Outside the Walls Jan. 
21.

The archbishop was the 
principal celebrant and homilist 
at the Mass with bishops from 
Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas. 
The bishops were in Rome as 
part of their visits ad limina 
apostolorum — “to the threshold 
of the apostles” — to pray and 
also to report on the status of their 
dioceses in meetings with the pope 
and Vatican officials.

After praying at the tomb of 
St. Peter Jan. 20 and then gathered 
the next day at the tomb of St. 
Paul, Archbishop Coakley said 
the complementary nature of the 
two saints reminded him of the 
complementarity of centripetal 
and centrifugal forces.

Similar to the way a centripetal 
force pulls an orbiting body toward 
the center, “St. Peter represents 
that center of unity for the church. 
Communion with Peter draws us 
to that center of life that ensures 
our unity and communion with 
one another and with the Lord,” 
he said.

And similar to the way a 
centrifugal force pushes an orbiting 
body away from the center, one 
can see “the mission of St. Paul, 
who went out beyond the Jewish 
world, sent to the nations, to the 
ends of the earth, to proclaim the 
Gospel, to bear witness to Jesus 

Christ,” he said.
“The church needs both,” he 

said. “We need Peter. We need Paul. 
We need all that they represent.”

Reflecting on the day’s first 
reading from the First Book of 
Samuel (16:1-13), the archbishop 
looked at the “mysterious” way 
God chose, from among Jesse’s 
sons, the leader to succeed Saul.

The sons that impressed 
Samuel were rejected by God, who 
told Samuel that humanity only 
sees and judges from appearances, 
but the Lord “looks into the heart,” 
according to the reading.

In fact, God chose the 
youngest son, David, a shepherd 
and “not the obvious choice,” the 
archbishop said.

St. Paul, too, was not 
an obvious choice; he 
persecuted Christians, 
and yet, God blinded him 
before enlightening him, 
“choosing him, giving 
him a new name and a 
new mission,” he said.

St. Paul found that 

The Valley Catholic

Lent is a time for preparation 
and reflection and before the 
celebration of Easter, the greatest 
day of the Catholic Church’s 
liturgical year. This year’s Lenten 
season begins on Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 26.

“By observing the 40 days of 
Lent, Christians replicate Jesus 
Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal 
into the desert for 40 days. Lent 
is marked by fasting, both from 
food and festivities,” according to 
the British Broadcasting System’s 

online Religions page. “Lent 
recalls the events leading up to 
and including Jesus' crucifixion 
by Rome.

“Jesus spent 40 days fasting in 
the wilderness in preparation for 
his ministry … the key event for 
the duration of Lent.”

The U.S. Catholic Conference 
of Bishops tells us how to observe 
Lent.

“During Lent, we are asked 
to devote ourselves to seeking 
the Lord in prayer and reading 
Scripture, to service by giving 
alms, and to practice self-control 
through fasting. Many know of 
the tradition of abstaining from 
meat on Fridays during Lent, 
but we are also called to practice 
self-discipline and fast in other 
ways throughout the season. 
Contemplate the meaning and 
origins of the Lenten fasting 

tradition in this reflection. 
“In addition, the giving of 

alms is one way to share God's 
gifts — not only through the 
distribution of money, but 
through the sharing of our 
time and talents. As St. John 
Chrysostom reminds us: ‘Not 
to enable the poor to share in 
our goods is to steal from them 
and deprive them of life. The 
goods we possess are not ours, 
but theirs.’ (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 2446).

“Lent is a favourable season 
for opening the doors to all those 
in need and recognizing in them 
the face of Christ,” Pope Francis 
has written.

“In Lent, the baptized are 
called to renew their baptismal 
commitment as others prepare 
to be baptized through the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults, a period of learning and 
discernment for individuals who 
have declared their desire to 
become Catholics,” according to 
the USCCB.

“The key to fruitful 
observance of these practices is to 
recognize their link to baptismal 
renewal. We are called not just to 
abstain from sin during Lent, but 
to true conversion of our hearts 
and minds as followers of Christ,” 
the USCCB says. “We recall those 
waters in which we were baptized 
into Christ's death, died to sin 
and evil, and began new life in 
Christ.”

“Catholics are also 
encouraged to make going to 
confession a significant part of 
their spiritual lives during Lent,” 
the USCCB says.  From the 
U.S. Bishops’ statement, God’s 
Gift of Forgiveness: The Pastoral 

Exhortation on the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation, “We 
bishops and priests are eager 
to help you if you experience 
difficulty, hesitation, or 
uncertainty about approaching 
the Lord in this sacrament. If you 
have not received this healing 
sacrament in a long time, we are 
ready to welcome you.”

Check with your parish for 
times for the imposition of ashes 
on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
as well as scheduled times for 
confession.
Key dates for Holy Week:

• Palm Sunday – April 5
• Holy Thursday – April 9 
• Good Friday – April 10 
• Holy Saturday – April 11

The 40 days of Lent end with 
Easter Sunday, the celebration of 
the Resurrection of Our Lord, on 
April 12.

Bishops visit tombs of Sts. Peter and Paul 

Lent begins this year near February’s end

Sense of unity, 
mission and 
renewal cited 
at special Mass

USCCB: Season 
for repentance,
charity, renewal

CNS photo / Vatican Media

At top, the 26 bishops 
from Texas, Arkansas 
and Oklahoma walk in 
procession through the 
Basilica of St. Paul Outside 
the Walls for their Mass 
there on Jan. 21. At left, 
Pope Francis and Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores greet one 
another at the Vatican on 
Jan. 20. At right, Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario A. Avilés 
and Bishop Flores pause 
before a baldacchino and 
altar at the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major (Our Lady of the 
Snows) in Rome.

» Please see Bishops visit p.9
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FEB. 2 
Feast of the Presentation               

of the Lord
Reading 1
MAL 3:1-4

Responsorial Psalm
PS 24:7, 8, 9, 10

Reading 2
HEB 2:14-18

Alleluia
LK 2:32

 
Gospel

LK 2:22-40 or 2:22-32

FEB. 9 
Fifth Sunday                                   

in Ordinary Time
Reading 1
IS 58:7-10 

Responsorial Psalm
PS 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9

Reading 2
1 COR 2:1-5

Alleluia
JN 8:12
Gospel

MT 5:13-16
FEB. 16 

Sixth Sunday                                   
in Ordinary Time

  Reading 1
SIR 15:15-20

Responsorial Psalm
PS 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34

Reading 2
1 COR 2:6-10

Alleluia
MT 11:25

Gospel
MT 5:17-37 or                           

5:20-22A, 27-28, 33-34A, 37
FEB. 23 

Seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

Reading 1
LV 19:1-2, 17-18

Responsorial Psalm
PS 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13

Reading 2
1 COR 3:16-23

Alleluia
1 JN 2:5 
Gospel

MT 5:38-48

»Sunday
Readings

The Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church

Healing Through the 
Holy Spirit is the topic for 
the 10th Annual Divine Mer-
cy Conference.  This one-day 
event will held from 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Feb. 22 at the Weslaco 
Performing Arts Center, 
506 E. 6th Street in Weslaco. 
The speakers for this event 
are Father Christopher Alar, 
MIC, and Father Jose Mani-
yangat, with music by Jestus 
Brothers. 

Doors will open at 7 a.m. 
on the date of the event. 
Tickets are $35; price in-
cludes lunch. Ticket info: 
https://fomm.us/shop/tick-
ets-divine-mercy-confer-
ence-feb-22-2020/Presented 
by Fountain of Mercy Min-
istries. Those attending can 
have a day of praise and wor-
ship with parishioners from 
other parishes.

For more information, 
call (956) 351-5978.

Divine Mercy 
Conference 

set for 
Feb. 22

Navigating tender love 
vs. tough love

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

F ebruary is often viewed as the “month for 
love.” There is love of God, love of family, love 
of neighbor, and love of those whom we find 

difficult to love. There is also love of those we prob-
ably most love (like our children) even if we don’t 
always feel loving towards them because they need 
to test our love and we need to raise and form them  
— sometimes with tough love. 

Pope Francis reminded us of this at the 
World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia in 2015. “In fami-
lies, there are difficulties. In 
families, we argue; in families, 
sometimes the plates fly; in 
families, the children give us 
headaches. And I’m not even 
going to mention the mother-in-
law,” he said. “But in families, there is 
always, always, the Cross. Always. Because 
the love of God, of the Son of God, also 
opened for us this path. But, in families as 
well, after the Cross, there is the Resurrection, 
because the Son of God opened for us this path. 
Because of this, the family is — forgive the term I’ll 
use — it is a factory of hope, of hope of life and of 
resurrection. God was the one who opened this path 
… In families, there are difficulties, but these dif-
ficulties are overcome with love. 

“Hate doesn’t overcome any difficulty. Division 
of hearts doesn’t overcome any difficulty. Only love is 
capable of overcoming difficulties. Love is a festival. 
Love is joy. Love is to keep moving forward.” 

When our daughter was about five or so, she 
once asked me, “Mom, why do you always have to 
tell me what to do?” To which I responded, “Because 
it is in my job description; I’m a mother.” But who 
made the job description, she asked, you or God? 
I chided: both of us! A couple of days later she did 
something mischievous and told me: “Mom, that’s in 
my job description. I’m a kid!”

I believe that parenting is probably the most 
important thing I will ever do and probably the most 
challenging thing I will ever do. Perhaps other 
parents share my sentiments. Our daughter is 
grown now, but when she was young I would 
read as much as I could about parenting, 
knowing not everything was applicable or per-
haps even advisable or consistent with our beliefs. 
But I gleaned what helped us discipline (from the 
word disciple), and we called upon the Holy Spirit 
to guide us.

 The following are some excerpts from a 
few parenting 

resources that 
can be found 

online.

Intentional Catholic Parenting by Kim Cameron 
Smith, author of Building Blocks to a Joyful Catholic 
Home:  The 7 Building Blocks provide a clear frame-
work for fulfilling our sacred mission as parents. The 
Building Blocks work together to build and maintain 
connection between parent and child, to foster a rich 
family faith and Christian identity, and to create the 
emotional atmosphere necessary for Christian com-

munion and spiritual growth. 
1. Love: Children need unconditional love 

in order to thrive … 
2. Empathy: Understand what’s behind 
your child’s eyes and in her heart at each 
developmental stage ... 3. Play: Enter a 

child’s play world on their terms.  Be will-
ing to be silly and goofy on occasion!

4. Radiant Faith: Allow your home to reflect 
the abundant joy and hope of our Catholic Faith 
... 

5. Gentle Discipline: The heart of effective disci-
pline is the connection between parent and child. 

6. Balance: Balance work, play, and prayer in your 
home … 

7. Strong Marriage: If you treat your child with 
respect and affection, but fail to do the same with 
your spouse, your child may still enter adulthood 
with a relationship handicap
IMOM: As parents, we’re hard-wired to protect 

our children from harm — even from momentary 
discomfort. But sometimes those moments of disap-
pointment or frustration are necessary to drive home 
important lessons. For some strong-willed children, 
nothing but tough love gets through.

• The forgetful child; the chronic forgetter of home-
work, leaver of lunch boxes, and loser of jackets. 
Let her go without lunch and be hungry for a few 
hours. Natural consequences are excellent teach-
ers — let them do their job. 

• The disobedient child … If the child persistently 
breaks the rules you’ve established for him, you 
may need to ban the very thing he wants badly 
enough to disobey; the gaming system probably 
needs to disappear for a good while. 

• The lazy child: For every chore that’s skipped, 
another gets added to the list.
A philosopher stated, “A Prophet is not called 

to success, but to fidelity.” This can easily apply to 
parenting. We are called be faithful to our precious 
“job” of parenting and leave the rest to the Holy 
Spirit.

Pope Francis reminds us, “Love is shown by 
little things, by attention to small daily signs which 
make us feel at home. Faith grows when it is lived 

and shaped by love. That is why our families, our 
homes, are true domestic churches. They are the 
right place for faith to become life, and life to grow 
in faith.”

»Family Life

“An 
unexamined 
life is not worth 
living.” 

-Plato

Spirit Awards 
Banquet 2020

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

Catholic Schools Superintendent Sister Cynthia Mello, left, and Diocese of 
Brownsville Chancellor Andres E. Gutierrez congratulate diocesan honoree 
Lupina Vela Jan. 24 at the 2020 Spirit Awards Banquet at Our Lady of 
Sorrows School in McAllen. Top right, Deacon Luis Zuniga and Sister Mello 
enjoy a light moment at the podium during the awards. Bottom right, Bishop 
Emeritus Raymundo J. Peña closes the festivities with a blessing.



St. Joan de Lestonnac was 
born Jeanne de Lestonnac in 
Bordeaux, France, in 1556. 

“She grew up in a time where 
the conflict between the Protes-
tant reformists and the defend-
ers of the Catholic faith was 
at its height. This was evident 
in her own family. While her 
mother became an enthusiastic 
Calvinist and tried to persuade 
her to convert, her father and 
her uncle Montaigne adhered to 
the Catholic faith and were her 
support in remaining a Catho-
lic,” according to The Biography 
of Saint Jeanne de Lestonnac.

De Lestonnac married at the 
age of seventeen. Their happy 
marriage produced four chil-
dren, but her husband died sud-
denly in 1597. After his death, 
Joan raised her children and ran 
her home and estate by herself.

After her children were 
grown, she entered the Cister-
cian monastery at Toulouse. 
Joan was forced to leave the 
Cistercians when she became 
afflicted with poor health. She 
returned to Bordeaux with the 
idea of forming a new congre-
gation, and several young girls 
joined her as novices. They min-
istered to victims of a plague 
that struck Bordeaux, and they 
were determined to counteract 
the evils of heresy promulgated 
by Calvinism. Thus was formed 
the Congregation of the Reli-
gious of Notre Dame of Bor-
deaux. 

In 1608, Joan and her com-
panions received the religious 
habit from the Archbishop of 
Bordeaux. Joan was elected su-
perior in 1610, and many mira-
cles occurred at her tomb. At the 
time of her death, her order had 
some 30 monasteries through-
out France.

She was canonized in 1949 
by Pope Pius XII. Her feast day 
is Feb. 2.

_______

Patron: of abuse victims, people 
rejected by religious orders, and 
widows

Spotlight on 
St. Joan de 
Lestonnac

»Feast Day
Feb. 2

Catholic Online
St. Joan de Lestonnac began an 
entirely new religious life after being 
widowed and raising her children by 
herself.
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Probably the biggest bioethics story of 2019 
involved Dr. Jankui He (known to his associ-
ates as “JK”), a Chinese scientist who employed 

a new technology called CRISPR/Cas9 to produce 
the world’s first gene-edited babies. JK made genetic 
changes to two little girls, Lulu and Nana, when they 
were early-stage embryos, attempting to modify a 
receptor for HIV to confer resistance to a possible fu-
ture infection from the virus. He publicly announced 
the birth of the girls at an international scientific 
conference near the end of 2018, and as the news 
rapidly spread, many scientists and commentators 
expressed shock and dismay over his “designer baby” 
experiments.

Chinese provincial authorities quickly became 
aware of his activities as well, and he was placed under 
house arrest upon his return from the conference. In 
the closing days of 2019, a secret trial was held, and he 
was sentenced to three years in prison for producing 
the CRISPR babies. The trial proceedings concluded 
that JK had "rashly applied gene editing technology to 
human assisted reproductive medicine."

The verdict reached by the Chinese court raises 
complex questions that must be confronted: What 
does it mean to “rashly apply” a new technology like 
human gene editing? Who should determine if a 
particular use is “rash” or “reasonable”? 

Dr. Rita Vassena, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the European Society of Human Repro-
duction and Embryology, framed the ethical concerns 
around JK’s case this way:  "As the current scientific 
consensus indicates, the use of CRISPR/Cas9 in hu-
man embryos destined to give rise to a pregnancy is, 
at this stage, unjustified."

She couches her ethical analysis, as many scien-
tists do, in terms of the “current scientific consen-
sus." But such “consensus” is an extremely malleable 
concept. It also conveniently implies that scientists 
themselves can set up their own ethical rules and 
provide regulatory oversight for scientific research, 
so that they, in effect, become the foxes guarding the 
henhouse. The saga that has unfolded during the last 
year surrounding the gene-editing experiments of JK 

has demonstrated, if nothing else, how self-serving 
and ineffective a community of scientists can be as 
they try to exercise the role of lawyer, judge and jury 
of their own ethical standards.

Even though we should be justifiably alarmed 
at Chinese courts meting out jail time in secret to 
scientific researchers, the fact remains that it was a 
government-controlled court that finally put some 
teeth into ethical regulations. In the West, to have 
governments, courts or major institutions take any 
action whatsoever in a case like JK’s seems at present 
inconceivable. Instead, in American and European 
universities and industrial settings, we often encoun-
ter feeble, meandering discussions about research 
ethics, along with a proliferation of rubber-stamping 
“ethics review panels.” These often consist of hand-
picked members devoid of strong ethical or religious 
training and viewpoints. Such panels give increas-
ingly systematic cover for an ever-expanding range of 
unethical research practices.

Whether it’s giving a green light to use stem cells 
derived from human embryos or tissues from inten-
tionally aborted fetuses for research, or to employ 
cloning technology to produce new human life, or to 
manufacture three parent embryos, many biomedi-
cal researchers have come to rely so much on ethical 
rubber stamps that they just venture ahead, confident 
that they won’t be “fenced in” by ethical consider-
ations. 

JK’s gene-editing experiments and China’s strong 
reaction have at least managed to bring the ethical 
concerns momentarily back into the spotlight. “I 
think a jail sentence is the proper punishment for 
him,” said Wang Yuedan, a professor of immunology 
at Peking University in comments he shared with the 
New York Times. “It makes clear our stance on the 
gene editing of humans — that we are opposed to it 
… signaling that there is a bottom line that cannot be 
broken.”

Yet this is precisely the difficulty in biomedicine 
today: namely, that there are few, if any, “bottom 
lines” when it comes to research ethics. The lines have 

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, Mass.
Director of Education at 
The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org
 

»Making 
Sense of 
Bioethics

The foxes 
and the henhouse

» Please see Bioethics p.14

» Please see Spiritual life p.14

T here are moments when life makes no sense. 
When someone dies after suffering due to 
illness. When someone you know commits 

suicide and their family still struggles to understand. 
When you see those coping with depression, trying to 
survive day by day. At such times, it seems all we can 
do is pray with them.

Prayer helps to make sense of our messy lives, 
knowing that God is with us every day, even when 
we feel abandoned by him. I truly believe that God 
will never reject anyone who approaches him with a 
sincere and humble heart.

The late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen knew that no 
matter what our circumstances, the deadliest enemy 
we face is armed not with a gun but with temptation. 
“In dangerous, uncertain times like ours, the Devil 
lures us quickly into lust, anger, hatred, and despair,” 
he wrote.

Archbishop Sheen wrote the Wartime Prayer Book 
to help Catholics from dangerous and tempting vices 
(lust, anger, hatred, despair) so that, we too, can put on 
the armor of God and triumph over evil in our day. He 
believed prayer is the answer to do battle in life.

The words of St. Augustine come to mind: “We 
may pray most when we say least, and we may pray 
least when we say most.”

One of the prayer reflections we do with the 
participants of Lay Ecclesial Ministry Formation is the 
prayer by Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk and spiri-
tual master who was considered a great contemporary 
mystic. He died at the age of 53, and was buried in 
Gethsemani, near Bardstown, Kentucky.

Merton wrote extensively and most of his journals 
became books like The Seven Story Mountain and 
Seeds of Contemplation (among dozens he wrote). 
Merton struggled much in life and finally turned to 
Christ. He described his conversion as profound, 
redeeming and life-changing.

The Thomas Merton prayer: “My Lord God, I 

have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road 
ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will 
end. nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I 
think I am following your will does not mean that I 
am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have 
that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will 
never do anything apart from that desire. And I know 
that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I 
trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils 
alone. Amen.”

After they pray and reflect on these words, I often 
ask the participants which word or phrase speaks or 
resonates with them. Where is the Holy Spirit leading 
through the words of this prayer?

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI reminds us: “If you 
follow the will of God, you know that in spite of all the 
terrible things that happen to you, you will never lose 
a final refuge. You know that the foundation of the 
world is love, so that even when no human being can 
or will help you, you may go on, trusting in the One 
who loves you.”

I have also learned to appreciate much of Flannery 
O'Connor’s writings. In her stories, she made it clear 
that God is with us even in our darkest moments. All 
we have to do is make him the center of our lives.

She was neither a theologian nor a religious, nor 
was she a married person. She was actually a celibate, 
single woman and a devout and faithful Catholic all 
her life who attended Mass every day. She died in 1964 
at the young age of 39. In spite of battling lupus for 13 
years, she managed to write many books.

Her ability to write was something she didn’t take 
for granted. She knew it was a gift from God and 
she wanted to glorify him for it. Her illness was also 

Deacon
Luis Zuniga
Director, Office 
for Pastoral Life 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

The spiritual life 
of a good Catholic

»Formation
for Ministry
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Faith in the ValleyFaith in the Valley

Source: Catholic Diocese of Brownsville, Office of Stewardship and Development
TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

First up is the gift of Faith. Faith helps us to believe in God and obey 
him. The symbol of the cross is a reminder of our Faith in God.

We can know God more with this gift of 
Faith by praying and listening to Him. Yes, no matter how hard life gets,

we can always have a smile 
because God is our Hope.

From now on... every time 
I’m sad, I will think of my 
hope in God.

Great! Keep at it. Next up is the gift of Hope. With this gift, we 
desire to be happy with God in Heaven, above everything else. 
The anchor symbol reminds us that our hope is secure in God. 

I loooove to pray!

Living Our  Faith
How do you witness your 
faith in the world today?

Since I was small – especially 
when I did my First Communion 
– that's when I started to grow 
my faith in God. Now that I'm 
a catechist, my faith has grown 
more because every time I do 
my lesson plans and asked God 
for his help, I know for a fact 
that he listens to me and helps 
me to continue to evangelize 
my kids. And I know that only 
God gives me the strength and 
words to talk to and share my 
experiences with them, but also 
to let them know how important 
is to establish a relationship with 

“

Eduardo Torres
Volunteer
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, 
Brownsville

Angie Villanueva
Volunteer
Sacred Heart Church, Hidalgo

En la escuela apoyo y 
promuevo el Catolicismo para 
que sepan que todos pueden 
ser miembros. Y también para 
que sepan todos que si tienen 
necesidad de la Iglesia se pueden 
acercar y ser parte de.

Leo la biblia. Voy en el libro 
del Exodus y quiero terminar el 
libro para poder llegar al libro 
de Leviticus.

God, because he guides us to go 
in the right path in our lives.

Father Keralum, you are 
something of an architect-

can you design a new church?

This church will be the 
largest in all of Texas!

Brownsville has outgrown 
the little church that Father

Telmon built here.

June, 1859.
What does OMI 

mean?
It stands for Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate. The new 
church will honor Mary’s 

Immaculate Conception.

Texas became part of the Confederate 
States of America. Once again, Brownsville 

was a battleground, occupied first by the 
Union and then by the Confederates. The 

region was cut off from the outside world.

The war raged on for four long years. At last, General 
Lee surrendered. But news took a long time to travel. 

The Battle of Palmito Ranch took place just outside 
Brownsville, more than a month after the war had ended.

Private John J. Williams fell in the Battle of 
Palmito Ranch, the last man killed in a war 

that claimed more than 620,000 lives.

The Confederates won the battle, not
realizing they had already lost the war.

After the war came a time of reconstruction, 
as the nation struggled to become a Union.

Charles Stillman

But whose side 
will Texas be on?

It is months since we 
have heard any news 
from home. Will this 

war never end?

This tragic war is an economic 
boon for Brownsville. With so 

many ports closed because of the 
fighting, this is one of the only 
ways to get cotton to Europe.

Did you hear? Fort Sumter
has been fired upon. This 
means war between the 

North and the South.

The list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 

provided so that parishioners 
may remember the priests, 

deacons and religious in their 
prayers and send them a note 

or a card.

»Birthday & 
Anniversary 

Wishes

From Faith in the Valley: An Illustrated History of the Diocese of Brownsville

February 
» Birthdays
 3 Rev. Thomas L. Pincelli 
 4 Rev. Mishael J. Koday
19 Most Rev. Raymundo J.  Peña 
26 Rev.  Juan Victor Heredia 
26 Rev.  Thomas G. Kulleck  
 8 Sister Ester F. Sanchez, OP 
12  Sister Sindi A. Bardales, OP   
13 Brother Albert Phillipp, FMS
14 Sister Marina Carrascal, OP
16  Sister Rose Weidenbenner, RSM   
23 Sister Frances Solum, OSB   
 1 Deacon Florencio Treviño
 8 Deacon Amando Peña Jr. 
11 Deacon Gilberto Perez        
13 Deacon Hugo De la Cruz
13 Deacon Benigno Palacios  
15 Deacon Jose R. Castro 
15 Deacon George M. Terrazas
17 Deacon Hector Perez 
18 Deacon Pedro F. Sanchez   
22 Deacon Alvino C. Olvera
25 Deacon David C. Carreón  

» Anniversaries 
 2 Rev. Juan Victor Heredia
 8  Rev. Michael Gnanaraj 
15  Rev. Patrick K. Seitz
25  Rev. Marco Antonio Reynoso  
 3  Deacon Carlos C. Aguilar
 3  Deacon José G. Aguilera
 3  Deacon Alberto J. Aldaña
 3  Deacon José A. Bernal
 3  Deacon Henry N. Camacopa
 3  Deacon Cruz Carlos
 3  Deacon David Carreón
 3  Deacon Santos Chapa
 3  Deacon León Díaz
 3  Deacon Arturo Escobedo
 3  Deacon Guadalupe Garcia
 3  Deacon José Javier Garcia
 3  Deacon Romeo Garcia, Jr.
 3  Deacon Rodrigo Garza, Jr.
 3  Deacon Brigido Gonzalez
 3  Deacon Juan González
 3  Deacon Gabriel N. Hernandez
 3  Deacon Jesús G. Hernández
 3  Deacon Jorge I. Hinojosa
 3  Deacon Julio Ibarra
 3  Deacon Noé Longoria
 3  Deacon Richard A. Longoria
 3  Deacon Juan Carlos Ortiz Jr.
 3  Deacon Benigno Palacios
 3  Deacon José Peralez, III
 3  Deacon Rosvel Pruneda
 3  Deacon Josué Ramirez
 3  Deacon Miguel A. Ramirez
 3   Deacon Román Ramos
 3  Deacon Raúl Rangel
 3  Deacon José Humberto Rios
 3 Deacon Francisco C. Rugama
 3  Deacon Lorenzo Soto
 3  Deacon José A. Torres
 3  Deacon Florencio Treviño
 3  Deacon Luis A. Treviño
 3  Deacon Jose G. Vargas
 3  Deacon Miguel Villarreal
 3  Deacon Juan Zamora 

Nothing: we cannot
fight against this 

storm. Let us go to
the Chapel and pray.What shall

we do, Mother?

The grape vine
has survived

the storm!
And so have we.
God be praised.But look, Mother!

God has taken from 
us all he has given us.

we can’t sleep,
Sister the storm

is so loud.

On Monday, October 7, 1867, a mighty 
hurricane swept in from the Gulf, leaving 

a 100-mile-wide path of destruction 
through Brownsville and Matamoros.

“

TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

Catholic Diocese 
of Brownsville

For video, photo 
and more
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GOOD GRIEF 
DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE 

8 Week Course for Grief Ministry (Death and Divorce) 

 

LOCATION: 
San Juan Diego Diocesan                 

Ministry Institute  
(700 North  Virgen de San  

Juan Blvd.)  in San Juan, TX  
 

ENGLISH COURSE  
SCHEDULE: 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm                      
 

CLASS DATES: 
Course Starts on Tuesday, 

April 7, 2020 
Course Ends on Tuesday, 

May 26, 2020 

The Family Life Office in collaboration with the Diocesan San Juan Diego Ministry Institute 

“Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to 

you. Not as the world 

gives do I give it to you.  

Do not let your hearts 

be troubled or afraid.” 
 

Gospel of John 14:27 

Open Registration until  
March 31, 2020 

Facilitator Training 
This course will highlight some of the Ministry 
Programs available that can be facilitated in 
parishes, to assist persons who have lost a 
loved one through death or a spouse 
through divorce. 
 
Q. Who is encouraged to attend? 
A: Parish leaders/catechists of adults/
facilitators who are interested in facilitating a 
10 week program in their parish. 
 
Program overview: 
Participants will: 
 Be introduced to two Grief Programs:  

1) “The New Day Program” for persons 
who have lost a loved one. 

2) “Divorce and Beyond” for persons 
who have lost a spouse through  
divorce. 

 Study the stages of grief among other   
topics... 

 
For registration information, contact Jeniffer 
Diaz at: 784-5059 (San Juan Diego Ministry   

Institute) or email: jdiaz@cdob.org  
 

                     For information on the course,  
                     contact Lydia Pesina (Instructor)       

               at 784-5012 (FLO) or  
               email: lpesina@cdob.org  

 
                $35.00 includes course fee  

                   and two books 

Program overview: 
 The 16 week course follows the plan of     

Salvation History through the Sacred       
Scriptures and gives an overview of the unity 
of God’s salvific plan beginning with the Old 
Testament into the New Testament, and 
even through to today.  

 

Course Objectives:  
Participants will be enabled 
to: (Doctrine) Explain the  
nature and purpose of the 
Sacred Scriptures, in light of 
Catholic Church teachings. 
(Morals) Enumerate concrete 
ways on how to live out the 
Christian call by God through 
the Sacred Scriptures. 
(Worship) Approach God in 
prayer through the Scriptures. 

 
Instructors:  
Father Sam Arizpe (San Juan) 
Deacon Luis Zuniga (Brownsville) 
 

For registration & information, contact Jeniffer 
Diaz at: 784-5059 San Juan Diego Ministry Institute 

or email: jdiaz@cdob.org 

TWO LOCATIONS: 
San Juan Diego Ministry           

Institute (700 North Virgen de 
San Juan Blvd.) in San Juan  

and St. Joseph Catholic  
Church in Brownsville  

(555 W. St. Francis)  
 

ENGLISH COURSE            
SCHEDULE: 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm                      
 

CLASSES START: 
Tuesday: March 24, 2020 

“Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of Christ” - Saint Jerome  

“In the beginning 

was the Word, 

and the Word was 

with God, and the 

Word was God.” 

Gospel of John 1:1 

Open Registration until 
March 18, 2020 

UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURES 
DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE 

16 Week English Course in two Semesters: 
8 Weeks on Old Testament - Spring 2020 
8 Weeks on New Testament  - Fall 2020 

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

Holy Fire, a one-day conference for young people in 
grades 6 to 9, drew hundreds to the Mission Events 
Center on Jan. 18. At left, Catholic hip-hop performer 
Joe Melendrez animates the crowd with his high-energy 
ministry of music, evangelization and enthusiasm for 
the gospel of Jesus. In the photos at bottom, from left to 
right, emcee Noelle Garcia casts her shadow beneath 
the event’s namesake; bilingual praise and worship band 
JesusTeamA performs one of its sets; Father Derlis Garcia 
kneels during the Celebration of the Eucharist; and a line 
of students pray during the Commitment Ritual.
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2010
2020 ANNIVERSARY

Bishop Daniel E. Flores was installed as the 
sixth bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville on 
Feb. 2, 2010 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle-National Shrine. Pope Benedict 
appointed Bishop Flores as the new shepherd 
of the diocese on Dec. 9, 2009.

A decade

In our

diocese

Prayers

in the

“The WORD is sent breathing love.”

“La PALABRA es enviada respirando amor.”

Bishop Flores, May God 
continue to bless you as 
you shepherd the Diocese 
of Brownsville as it grows 
in faith and love with your 
spiritual guidance.

year



8 DIOCESE The Valley Catholic - February 2020 9DIOCESE

2010
2020 ANNIVERSARY

Bishop Daniel E. Flores was installed as the 
sixth bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville on 
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diocese
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CATECHISM 
POP QUIZ

For answer key see page 15. 

Check your knowledge. 
The following questions 

are derived from the 
Catechism of the Catholic 

Church. In parentheses 
is the number that refers 
to the paragraphs in the 

Catechism.

105. On Calvary Jesus 
experienced 
reprobation as if 
he himself had 
sinned. Thus he 
cried out: “My God, 
my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 
(603):
a. absolutely true
b. absolutely false
c. partially true

106. Which of the 
following 
statement(s) is/are 
true (604, 605):
a. Christ died for all 

intelligent creatures.
b. God loves us because 

we respond to God’s 
grace with the 
obedience of faith.

c. God’s love excludes 
no one.

Source: Jim Seghers’ Totus Tuus 
Ministries, http://www.totustuus.com

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic 

BROWNSVILLE — Father 
Kevin Collins often meets with 
immigrants at his parish on 
Brownsville’s east side as they 
gather documents to apply for 
legal status. 

“They need a letter from 
their pastor,’’ Father Collins 
said of a common request. “It’s 
always good to have something 
on the record that says this (per-
son) is a participant in my par-
ish.’’

Parishioners at St. Eugene de 
Mazenod Church now can have 
a new document to verify that 
connection — the parish identi-
fication card. And although this 
form of identification has no 
legal standing for governmen-
tal purposes, the parish ID pro-
vides a sense of belonging and 
recognition that the holder of it 
is a member of a local church, 
and through that, is part of the 
community, Father Collins said.

“They’re part of our family,” 
he said of the immigrants, who 
on Saturday, Jan. 18 began ap-
plying for their parish ID cards. 
“I think it (the ID card) will 
bring them happiness and make 
them feel safer.”

Parish identification card 
project begins in Brownsville

The mid-January event was 
the launch of Project Dignity 
and represented the first step 
of the effort by the Diocese of 
Brownsville and Valley Interfaith 
to reach out to churches of all 
denominations to help immi-
grants who need an added form 
of identification. All members 
of a parish are eligible to receive 
the ID cards. The emphasis is on 
giving immigrants lacking docu-
ments a form of identification 
they can show authorities if the 
need arises.

On Jan. 18, some 68 people 
applied for the cards at the par-
ish, and since then another 60 
applications have been turned in, 
said Nancy Cruz, a Valley Inter-

faith leader and a St. Eugene pa-
rishioner. But there is still a great 
deal of fear and hesitancy among 
immigrants to apply, she said, 
even for such a safe program.  

The parish ID does not pur-
port to be a government identi-
fication card with the authority 
that would carry. It does, how-
ever, serve the purpose of iden-
tifying a card holder as being 
anchored in the community and 
belonging to a church, regardless 
of legal status. The Diocese and 
Valley Interfaith intend for the 
parish ID cards to give immi-
grants a higher comfort level in 
being out in public and report-
ing crimes to local police depart-
ments. A similar program in the 

Dallas area has provided some 
10,000 people with the ID cards 
during the past two years.

“The ID says they belong to a 
community, and that’s why this is 
so important,” said Sister Norma 
Pimentel, who attended the Jan. 
18 launch at St. Eugene and is the 
executive director of Catholic 
Charities of the Rio Grande Val-
ley. “I’ve heard so many stories 
of people being afraid. This (ID) 
card provides a basis to reestab-
lish people’s dignity.

The purpose and concept of 
the “parish identification strat-
egy” was introduced at a late 
September 2019 meeting in Las 
Milpas. Bishop Daniel E. Flores 

Project’s goals:
Provide ID, 
reduce fear

R. Daniel Cavazos / The Valley Catholic

Valley Interfaith leader and St. Eugene de Mazenod parishioner Nancy Cruz explains the registration process to applicants for 
the parish identification card Jan. 18 in Brownsville.

» Please see Parish ID p.15

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS OFFICE AT (956) 784-5051.  OR VISIT US AT 

WWW.CDOB.ORG/SCHOOLS FOR SCHOOL LISTINGS. 

Join Us on  
“Touring Tuesdays” 

February 4, 2020  
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All Catholic schools in the Diocese  
of Brownsville invite you to their  
‘Touring Tuesdays’!   
 
Prospective families interested in  
learning more about our Catholic  
schools can drop in from 9 -10 a.m. (no appointment needed) on 
the 1st Tuesday of every month to see classes in action and learn 
more about Catholic education.   
 
Come and see the difference where  
Faith and Academics meet in your child’s life! 
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SAN ANTONIO — Father Harry 
Claude Schuckenbrock, OMI, died in San 
Antonio on Jan. 18 at the age of 86. 

Father Schuckenbrock was born in 
Lasara, Texas on July 20, 1933. He entered 
St. Peter’s Novitiate on May 30, 1952, in 
Mission, and professed vows as a member 
of the Congregation of the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate on May 31, 
1953. He was ordained to the priesthood 
on Sept. 8, 1959 in San Antonio.

Father Schuckenbrock’s assignments 
led him throughout South Texas to 

Houston, Brownsville, San Juan, Port 
Isabel, Roma, and San Antonio.  He was 
the first Director of Religious Education 
for the new Diocese of Brownsville in 1966 
during the early stages of its organization.  
He believed in good religious formation 
and was instrumental in proper training 
about people learning their religion and 
living it.  He was the first pastor of the 
new St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in 
Brownsville from 1996-2005, the first 
parish to be named after the Oblates’ 
founder.  

Father Schuckenbrock served in Port 
Isabel and later in Roma in Reduced 
Active Ministry before transferring 
to Oblate Madonna Residence in San 
Antonio in 2013.  Father Schuckenbrock 
was a true Cowboy Oblate and loved to 
fish and hunt.  In his personal request, he 
wanted to thank God for his faith in Christ 
and his call to the Oblates, and secondly, 
to “please ask the Lord to take the feeble 
efforts of my ministries and multiply the 
results as he did with the loaves and fishes 
for the hungry people of his time.”

Father Schuckenbrock celebrated his 
60th anniversary as a priest in 2019.  He 
will be remembered with respect and 
esteem by his Oblate brothers and all 
those who were recipients of his pastoral 
care.

His ashes were interred at the Oblate 
cemetery in San Antonio.

Father Harry 
Schuckenbrock, 

July 20, 1933 - Jan. 18, 2020

“God chooses the weak to make them 
strong,” Archbishop Coakley said.

Reflecting on this, he said, “we cannot 
help but recall the way in which the Lord 
chose us and indicated his choice of each of 
us. It can probably be said that we were not 
all the obvious choice.”

“God chooses us not because we are 
worthy of having been chosen, but God has 
chosen us so that his power might be made 
perfect, might be made manifest in our 
weakness,” he said.

“These days we are certainly very much 
aware of the weakness of the church’s 
ministers, bishops, her priests, all of God’s 
people. We are weak, but God makes us 
strong through faith, through the power of 
his spirit.”

Bishops visit
continued from pg. 3

Those Who  Serve:  Father Lawrence J. Klein 
Remembering ‘Father Larry’

Harlingen pastor
passes away 
after long illness

The Valley Catholic 

HARLINGEN — Father Law-
rence (Larry) J. Klein, 66, pastor 
of St. Anthony Parish in Harlin-
gen, passed away on Saturday, 
Jan. 25, 2020 after a long illness. 

Father Klein was born 
on Nov. 20, 1953 in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, Canada. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on 
June 16, 1984 by Bishop John J. 
Fitzpatrick.

During his years of priest-
hood he served in the following 
parishes in the Diocese of 
Brownsville: San Martin de 
Porres Parish in Weslaco; St. 
Anne Parish in Pharr; St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in McAllen; 
St. Pius X Parish in Weslaco; St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Pharr; 
Sacred Heart Parish in Mercedes; 
St. Francis Xavier Parish in La 
Feria; Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Parish in Brownsville; and most 
recently for nine years at St. 
Anthony Parish in Harlingen.

As pastor, it was important 
for him to build community. He 
worked diligently with various 
groups in each of his parishes 
and emphasized church unity. He 
had a wide range of experience in 

ministry and befriended many 
people throughout the diocese.

Father Klein had a passion 
for social justice and working 
with the poor. In the early years 
of his ministry, he was a leader 
with Valley Interfaith, working 
alongside others to bring paving, 
lighting, sewer services, and 
potable water to the colonias. 
He also worked on other social 
justice issues, such as health care, 
job training and living wages.

As a respected member of 
the presbyterate he served on 
numerous diocesan boards 
and committees supporting 

his bishops, advocating for his 
brother priests and promoting a 
diocesan vision.

Father Klein was devoted 
to Catholic education. Most 
recently, through his leadership 
St. Anthony Catholic Community 
built new classrooms and a 
community center/gymnasium 
for their parochial school. It was 
his vision that any child who 
wanted a Catholic education 
should be given the opportunity 
to receive one. He therefore 
initiated the Angel Scholarship 
Program to assist families with 
limited resources.  During his 

most severe illness Father Klein 
continued to bring laughter, 
encouragement and concern for 
the well-being of the teachers and 
students.

Father Klein is the son of the 
late Joe and Wilena Klein; he is 
survived by his siblings Charlotte 
(Tom), Robert, Rene and Daniel 
Klein; numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins; and a loyal friend to 
many others. Father Klein was 
devoted to his two rescued dogs, 
Cholula and Charlie Klein.

Father Klein’s family wishes 
to thank the following: Edna 
Lopez and Kathy Stapleton, his 

special guardian angels; the staff 
of St. Anthony Parish who were 
also his dear friends; Drs. Ronald 
Roa and Cynthia Luna-Salazar; 
and devoted friends too many to 
mention.

Funeral services were 
conducted at St. Anthony 
Church in Harlingen. Serving 
as pallbearers were Tom Brason, 
Father Jerry Frank, Clifford 
Kraemer, Father Cesar Partida, 
Father Patrick Seitz, Daniel 
Stemmler, Father Luis Roberto 
Tinajero and Timothy Ward, with 
interment at Heavenly Grace 
Cemetery in La Feria.

In Memoriam

The Valley Catholic  

Father Jesus Garza and Father Luis Tinajero pray 
over the casket bearing the late Father Lawrence J. 
Klein during his funeral Mass Jan. 30 at St. Anthony 
Church in Harlingen. Father Klein was pastor there 
for the past nine years until his death Jan. 25. 

Father Lawrence J. Klein
Nov. 20, 1953 – Jan. 25, 2020

»Obituary
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¿Que entendemos 
por ‘amor’?

El amor es un tema de 
importancia para todos. A 
muchos les interesa porque 

quisieran mejorar sus relaciones de 
pareja, a otros porque les gustaría 
entender que hicieron mal en 
relaciones pasadas o que pueden hacer 
de manera diferente para no seguir 
fracasando en los intentos de convivir 
con alguien. 

Existen quienes pasan años, a 
veces una vida entera, buscando el 
amor, preparándose para cuando 
llegue, o deseando aquel amor 
romántico que han soñado, algunos 
hasta se dejan “morir de amor” sin 
escuchar razones ni entender el 
porqué de su comportamiento. 

Antes se pensaba que hacer 
investigaciones serias, que indicaran 
como se comportaban las personas 
y lo que entendían por amor, era 
gastar el tiempo y dinero de los 
departamentos de sociología en las 
universidades, el concepto de amor 
tradicionalmente aceptado era el de 
los poetas y compositores de antaño, 
de los que escribían novelas y obras de 
teatro. Sin embargo, esto ha cambiado, 
ahora se encuentran tratados 
completos y hasta tesis en psicología 
que tratan de encontrar una definición 
de amor que se adapte a los tiempos 
modernos, y de encontrar soluciones 
a los problemas de las relaciones 
amorosas de los humanos. 

Lo que ha quedado claro es que 
el amor es un concepto variable 
y un poco caprichoso, pues para 
cada persona es algo distinto. 
Algo importante que ha quedado 
establecido es que, entre las parejas, 
el amor y el compromiso son dos 
cosas distintas, aunque involucran 

sentimientos en común, como la 
confianza, el respeto, la honestidad, 
el sacrificio, el cuidado, el agrado 
o satisfacción; es claro que el 
sentimiento de intimidad, el deseo, 
la complacencia y felicidad solo 
acompañan al amor, mientras que 
al compromiso le corresponden 
exclusivamente la obligación, la 
perseverancia, el mutuo acuerdo, y a 
veces el sentirse aprisionado. 

El amor es el esfuerzo que 
hacemos para sentirnos bien (nosotros 
mismos) tratando que otra persona 
se sienta bien, no es solamente una 
emoción, es un conjunto de acciones, 
actividades que hacemos para mejorar 
la vida de quienes amamos. 

El amar nos otorga integridad, 
y cuando el amor es sincero, se da 
sin importar si la persona amada 
nos corresponde, aunque el saberse 
amado es muy agradable también, 
por el sentimiento de seguridad y 
comodidad que esto nos brinda. 

Hay muchas clases de relaciones 
amorosas, la de una madre con su 
hijo es el mejor ejemplo de amor 
incondicional. El amor de Dios por la 
humanidad se ejemplifica desde hace 
miles de años como el amor que un 
padre siente por sus hijos. Al amor 
romántico se le da mucha importancia 
en estos tiempos en los que el 
consumismo y la mercadotecnia nos 
tienen rodeados, especialmente este 
día de San Valentín. Poca importancia 
se da al mismo Valentín, quien fuera 
martirizado hace siglos, y ahora hasta 
se le confunde con una especie de 
“cupido” que, se dice, traía y llevaba 
cartas de enamorados. 

El amor tiene muy poco que ver 

Msgr. Juan Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville 
 

»La Alegría 
de Vivir Fe en el ValleFe en el Valle

Del libro, Fe en el Valle: Una historia ilustrada de la Diócesis de Brownsville

Amor tierno, 
amor exigente

Lydia Pesina 
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar 
 

»Vida 
Familiar

Febrero es con frecuencia visto 
como el mes para el “Amor”. 
Esta el amor a Dios, el amor a 

la familia, el amor al prójimo, el amor 
a aquellos que encontramos difíciles 
y quizás el amor a aquellos que 
probablemente más amamos (como 
nuestros hijos) pero que no siempre se 
“siente” como amor hacia ellos porque 
necesitan probar nuestro amor y no-
sotros algunas veces necesitamos 
criarlos y formarlos 
con un amor exigente.

El Papa Francisco 
nos recordó en el 
Encuentro Mundial de 
Familias en Filadelfia en 
el 2015: “En las familias, hay 
dificultades. En las familias, dis-
cutimos; en las familias, algunas 
veces los platos vuelan; en las familias, 
los hijos nos dan dolor de cabeza. 
Y ni siquiera voy a mencionar a la 
suegra. Pero en las familias, siempre, 
está la cruz. Siempre, porque el amor 
de Dios, del Hijo de Dios, también 
abrió para nosotros ese camino. Pero 
también en las familias, después de la 
cruz, está la resurrección. Porque el 
Hijo de Dios abrió este camino para 
nosotros. Por esta razón, la familia 
es — y perdonen el término que usare 
— una bodega de esperanza, 
de esperanza por la vida y la 
resurrección. Dios fue quien 
abrió este camino… En las fa-
milias hay dificultades, pero estas 
dificultades se superan con amor. 

El odio no supera ninguna 
dificultad. 

La di-

visión de corazones no supera nin-
guna dificultad. Solo el amor es capaz 
de superar dificultades. El amor es un 
festival. El amor es alegría. El amor es 
seguir avanzando.” 

Cuando nuestra hija tenía alre-
dedor de cinco años me pregunto 
“¿Mama, porque siempre tienes que 
decirme que hacer?, a lo que yo re-
spondí “Porque está en la descripción 

de mi trabajo; soy una mama”. 
Pero quien hizo esa descripción, 
ella pregunto, ¿tu o Dios? Y 
le respondi: los dos! Un par 
de días después ella hizo una 

travesura y me dijo: “¡Mama, esto 
está en mi descripción de trabajo- 

soy una niña!”
Creo que ser madre probable-

mente es la cosa mas importante que 
hare durante mi vida y probablemente 
la mas desafiamte. Quizas otros 
padres comparten mis sentimientos. 
Nuestra hija ya es adulta pero cuando 
era joven, yo leia lo mas que podia 
sobre paternidad, sabiendo que no 
todo era aplicable o quizas ni siquiera 
aconsejable o consistente con nuestras 
creencias pero yo tomaba lo que nos 
ayudaba a disciplinar (de la palabra 
discipulo) y pediamos al Espiritu 
Santo que nos guiara.

 A continuacion algunos extractos 
de recursos que pueden encontrar en 
linea.

“Paternidad Catolica Intencional” 
de Kim Cameron Smith, autora de 
“Elementos Fundamentales de un 
Hogar Catolico Feliz” Los 7 Elemen-
tos Fundamentales proveen un marco 
definido que nos ayudan a realizer 
nuestra sagrada mission de ser padres.  

» Por favor lea Amor p.13

Texas se unió a los estados confederados 
de América. Una vez más, Brownsville se 

convirtió en un campo de batalla, ocupado 
primero por la unión y después por los 
confederados. La región quedó aislada 

del mundo exterior. 

La guerra continuó por cuatro largos años. Por fin, el General 
Lee se rindío. Pero la noticia se tardó en llegar. La Batalla de 
Palmito Ranch ocurrío en las afueras de Brownsville, más de 

un mes después de haber terminado la guerra.

El soldado John J. Williams cayó en la 
Batalla de Palmito Ranch, el último hombre en 
morir en una guerra que cobró 620,000 vidas.

Los confederados ganaron la batalla sin 
saber que ya habían perdido la guerra.

Después de la guerra llegó el tiempo 
de reconstruir, mientras la nación 

luchaba para convertirse en una unión.

Charles Stillman

¿Pero de qué lado 
estará Texas?

Son meses desde que 
hemos oído cualquier 

noticia de casa. ¿Nunca 
terminará esta guerra?

Esta guerra trágica es una gran ayuda 
económica para Brownsville. Con 

tantos puertos cerrados debido a los 
enfrentamientos, esta es una de las pocas 

maneras de llevar algodón a Europa.

¿Escuchaste? Descargaron 
fuego sobre Fort Sumter. 

Esto significa guerra 
entre el norte y el sur.

Nada: no podemos 
luchar contra esta 
tormenta. Vamos a 
la capilla a rezar.¿Que hacemos, 

Madre?

¡La vid de 
uva ha 

sobrevivido la 
tormenta!

Y nosotros tambien. 
Alabado sea Dios.¡Pero mire, Madre!

Dios nos ha quitado lo 
que nos ha dado.

No podemos 
dormir, hermana 

la tormenta es 
demasiada fuerte.

En Lunes, 7 de octubre de 1867, un 
huracán poderoso entró desde 
el golfo, dejando un camino de 

destrucción de 100 millas de ancho a 
través de Brownsville y Matamoros.

ContinuaráContinuará

» Por favor lea Entendemos p.14
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Amor
continúa de pág. 12

Los Elementos Fundamentales 
trabajan juntos para construer y 
mantener conexion entre padre 
e hijo, para fomenter una fe 
familiar rica  y una identidad 
Cristiana, y crear la atmosfera 
emocional necesaria para la 
comunion Cristiana y el creci-
miento espiritual. 
1. Amor: los niños necesitan 

amor incondicional para 
poder florecer…

2. Empatia: Entienda que hay 
detras de la mirada de su 
hijo y en su Corazon en cada 
etapa del desarrollo...3. Jugar: 
Entre al mundo de juegos de 
un niño bajo sus terminos. 

¡Este dispuesto a ser  chistoso 
en ocasiones! 

4. Fe Radiante: Permita que su 
hogar refleje la abundante 
alegria y esperanza de nues-
tra Fe Catolica... 

5. Disciplina Sutil: El Corazon 
de una disciplina efectiva 
es la conexion entre padre e 
hijo.. 

6. Balance: Haga un balance 
entre trabajo, juego, y oracion 
en su hogar…

7. Matrimonio fuerte: Si trata a 
su hijo con respeto y afecto, 
pero no hace lo mismo con 
su conyugue, su hijo puede 
entrar en la edad adulta con 
una discapacidad para rela-
cionarse.

Para leer la columna completa 
visite www.cdob.org

The Valley Catholic 

McALLEN — The Rio 
Grande Valley’s peaceful and 
prayerful March for Life on Feb. 
8 in downtown McAllen is likely 
to be a bit bigger, more vocal and 
more visible this year.

 “We are expecting a lot more 
people just because we’ve just 
been doing so much more as far 
as advertising and getting the 
word out and inviting parishes 
and priests,” said Melissa Bel-
tran, the associate director of the 
Diocese of Brownsville’s Pro-Life 
Office. 

The March for Life is always 
preceded by a rally celebrat-
ing life at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church on South 23rd Street in 
McAllen. As the rally ends, the 
march forms and sets off for 
downtown McAllen, passing 
near the only abortion clinic in 
the Rio Grande Valley on its way 
to a second gathering for prayer 
at Sacred Heart Church on 15th 
Street.

“We do hope to see more 
people than before,” Beltran 
said. “Of course we have (Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario Aviles) who are 
going to be there. Father Derlis 
(Garcia) is going to emcee this 
year. And we have Lolis (Flores, 
who) will be performing for us 
prior to (the march).” 

Lolis Flores sings, plays gui-

tar and prays the rosary nightly 
on YouTube for some 1,800 live 
viewers and 96,000 followers. 
She also works part-time for the 
diocesan Communications office 
and the San Juan Diego Ministry 
Institute.

Two innovations will make 
this year’s march more visible.

“We have these beautiful 
fetal development posters,” Bel-
tran said, showing off small sam-
ple versions in her office in San 
Juan. “We have made them in 
these enormous sizes and they’re 
on poles, so we’re going to carry 
all 10 of them throughout the 
march so that anybody who sees 
that we’re marching knows why 
we’re marching.

“The Knights of Columbus 
are all helping us carry those.”

The Pro-Life Office also has 
more signs in mind.

“We are going to encour-
age people to bring homemade 
signs, kind of like you see at the 
national March for Life,” Beltran 
said. “Homemade signs look 
really great and it really shows 
people their heart and where 
they’re coming from — why 
they’re pro-life. 

“We don’t want any signs that 
are graphic; we want to celebrate 
life.”

And finally, the March for 
Life in 2020 will be more audible. 

“We have a new speaker sys-
tem that we hope will work so 

that the prayers can be heard 
throughout the whole proces-
sion,” Beltran said. “We’re going 
to try something so that we can 
help people all along the way 
to hear the Rosary, the Divine 
Mercy ... 

“We have two UT-Rio 
Grande Valley students who are 
going to be leading the rosary 
and Divine Mercy chaplet along 
the way — Patricio (Pat) Oliva 
and Sofia Olivares, both UTRGV 
students, both very active in the 
Newman Center. “

Advocacy for life in the Val-
ley will not stop when the March 
for Life ends. The spring 40 Days 
for Life campaign begins on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, and contin-
ues through Palm Sunday, April 
5.

“Prayer, fasting and vigil — 
those are the three elements of 
the 40 Days for Life campaign,” 
said Deacon Rudy Sepulveda of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Par-
ish. “Prayer, fasting and vigil — 
those are the three elements of 
the 40 Days for Life campaign.

“We’re looking for volunteers 
like always. … Volunteers to be 
brave enough to come out to 
the sidewalk,” he said. “This is 
a campaign that aids those of us 
in our conversion, and it helps 
those to enter into a conversion 
for life. It’s non-judgmental, and 
it’s not just for Catholics. It’s for 
people of good will.”

Bigger, more visible 
March for Life in the works

Courtesy photo

On Jan. 12, Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court St. Rose of Lima #827 
in Mission, had reception of new members during Sunday Mass at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Donna. Participating were: (front row) Margarita Longoria, 
new member; Rosa Lilia Ledesma; Sara Garcia; Sylvia Blanco; Martha Sanchez; 
Jennifer Lopez, new member; and Belinda Garza; (back row) Delia Cardenas, 
District Deputy; Ana Salínas, Regent; Carmen Fernandez, Vice Regent;, Diana 
Cremar, Secretary; and Melba Olivarez, Treasurer.

Special to The Valley Catholic

Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés brought blessings and spiritual direction to the 
dedication of a prayer garden Dec. 31, 2019 on South Padre Island. The land on 
which the prayer garden stands is a potential site for a new parish church. 

New officers, members 
for Catholic Daughters

Foothold on the Island

Ad limina
continúa de pág. 2

obispo, ahí está la Iglesia”. Eso me 
motivó para tenerlo en mente. 
Aun cuando ya lo hago, me doy 
cuenta que necesito mantener 
ese enfoque dentro del servicio 
pastoral del obispo. 

El Papa nos habló sobre 
el tono que usamos cuando 
hablamos. Nos transmitió su 
sentir de una Iglesia que trata de 
ser justa y caritativa en su tono y 
mensaje, y no estar encapsulada 
en un fuerte sentido de división 
que puede interponerse cuando 
hablamos unos con otros en la 
sociedad. 

Hay cierto tono que nos 
pide que tengamos para ser 
educadores de la fe y también 
para, en la evangelización, ser 
medios de unidad en nuestra 

gente. Dijo varias veces, “Enseñen 
los Evangelios y pídanle a la gente 
que los pongan en práctica y ellos 
entenderán como hacerlo. Pero 
tienen que continuar enseñando 
eso y ser la voz que confirma 
las enseñanzas de la Iglesia del 
Evangelio para la gente”. 

Su consejo me ha ayudado 
a entrelazar estos pensamientos 
en mi mente y mi corazón en 
términos de mi experiencia aquí 
en Brownsville. He sentido un 
gran apoyo y motivación todos los 
días de parte de los parroquianos 
en todas partes. Gracias por sus 
continuas oraciones. Continúo 
siendo uno de los obispos más 
felices del país. 

Mientras continúo procesando 
la experiencia de la visita ad 
limina, anticipo que en el futuro 
tendré más que decir sobre 
nuestro tiempo en Roma y el 
Vaticano.
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 SAN JUAN — World Mar-
riage Day will be celebrated at a 
special bilingual Mass at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 8 at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine. Bishop Dan-
iel E. Flores will celebrate the 
Mass of thanksgiving for couples 
who bear witness to God’s love 
through their love and commit-
ment to each other through the 
Sacrament of Matrimony and 
are celebrating a landmark wed-
ding anniversary of 10, 25, 30, 
40, 50, 60 or more than 60 years 
during 2020.

 “The last few years we’ve 
even had a few couples celebrate 
70-something,” Lydia Pesina, di-
rector of the Diocese of Browns-
ville’s Family Life Office, said.

“WMD is a worldwide cele-
bration held annually on the sec-
ond Sunday of February world-
wide. Here in the Diocese of 
Brownsville, Bishop Flores cel-
ebrates this very speciaal Mass 
on Saturday, the day before,” she 
said. “In the diocese, we have 
been celebrating this special 
Mass since 1990.” 

 “The significance of it is to 
highlight the couples who have 
lived the sacrament of matri-

mony for many years and give 
witness to many others about 
the specialness and the sacred-
ness of living a sacramental mar-
ried life,” Pesina said. “And so 
they give witness to their chil-
dren, grandchildren, and those 
around them.

 “I really like that Bishop 
Flores has included the 10 years 
because I think that we also need 
to really  support couples in a 
world that’s quite challenging, to 
highlight 10 years of marriage as 
a significant one.”

At press time, 137 couples 

had registered with the Family 
Life Office; in another week, an-
other 50 more were expected for 
the World Marriage Day Mass.

“Close to 200 couples,” Pe-
sina said.

Couples should register with 
the Family Life Office as soon as 
possible to ensure proper prepa-
rations, and so the Family Life 
office can get information back 
to them before the day of the 
Mass.

All couples and their families 
are cordially invited to attend 
the special Mass on Feb. 8.

World Marriage Day Feb. 8 
at the Basilica

Mass will honor 
couples reaching 
milestone marks

become exceedingly flexible, if 
the price is right or if a particu-
lar political administration is 
amenable to re-drawing them. 

While there isn’t any perfect 
solution to ensure scientists 
never engage in unethical re-
search — and the involvement 
of communist secret courts is 
certainly far from ideal — we 
clearly need to promote, fund 
and regulate modern biomedi-
cal research in a way that priori-
tizes ethics over expediency. 

This means establish-

ing significant sanctions and 
funding restrictions when 
ethical violations by researchers 
occur. It also means includ-
ing alternative viewpoints on 
ethics review panels, especially 
those informed by longstanding 
religious and philosophical tra-
ditions, like that of the Catholic 
Church, which offer the im-
portant perspective that certain 
ethical lines are not able to be 
moved or redrawn. This kind 
of input can contribute much 
to the kinds of discussions that 
need to occur, and can afford 
an important counterbalance 
to any foxes who desire to keep 
guard over the ethical hen-
house.

Bioethics
continued from pg. 5

something She offered up to the 
Lord, accepting her cross as a 
faithful and loving disciple of 
the Lord Jesus.

In her writings, O’Connor 
often mentioned that “religion 
isn’t for the faint of heart and 
that God’s grace in the life of a 
person might disrupt it forever.” 

O'Connor believed that hu-
man suffering isn’t necessarily a 
setback in life, and that “evil is 

not a problem to be solved. It is 
a mystery to be endured.” She 
believed that, like Christ, we too 
can become great — not in spite 
of our suffering, but because 
of it.

In Catholic spirituality, we 
ultimately believe that God 
loves us, that we need to learn 
to live detached from the world, 
reaching holy indifference. 
We need to understand the re-
demptive role of suffering, that 
the saints share with us their 
own struggles in understanding 
God’s will, and that each of us is 
called to holiness.

Spiritual life
continued from pg. 5
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After the special Mass for World Marriage Day in 2019, Bishop Daniel E. Flores poses 
with a couple celebrating 40 years of marriage.

con el “enamoramiento”, ese 
estado temporal del individuo, 
relacionado con la química del 
cuerpo debido a las hormonas, 
y que se desvanece con el paso 

de los días, o meses, sin que 
se involucren sentimientos 
duraderos como los que 
mencionábamos anteriormente. 

De cualquier forma que 
entendamos el amor, tengamos 
en cuenta lo que dice el apóstol 
San Juan: “Aquel que no ame no 
conoce a Dios, porque Dios es 
amor”.

Entendemos
continued from pg. 12
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FEBRUARY  
» Monthly calendar1, 22

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING BEGINS
The Office of Catechesis and the Office 
of Youth Ministry of the Diocese of 
Brownsville’s course in English, Youth 
Mental Health First Aid, for adults who 
work with teen-agers, begins Feb. 1. 
The course in Spanish begins Feb. 22. 
More information: (956) 784-5013.

2
MASS FOR CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS
The Mass for children with special 
needs and their families is scheduled 
for 1- 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2, at 
Holy Family Church, 2405 E. Tyler in 
Brownsville.

4, 8
TRAIN THE TRAINERS: 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
Walter Lukaszek will offer a “Train 
the Trainers for Protecting God’s 
Children,” for those interested in 
becoming facilitators in their parishes, 
on Feb. 4 or Feb. 8, from 10 a.m.-12 
noon, at the Madonna Room of the 
Bishop Fitzpatrick Building in San 
Juan. Reserve attendance by email: 
wlukaszek@cdob.org,  or call Walter 
Lukaszek at (956) 457-0010.

6
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(CONSECRATED LIFE) 
Every first Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for an 
increase in vocations to consecrated 
life (active and contemplative) and for 
the religious sisters and brothers in 
our diocese and the success of their 
missions. This Holy Hour is set for 7-8 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. 
in Alamo.

8
MARCH FOR LIFE
Peaceful, prayerful walk to celebrate 
the beauty, value and dignity of 
every human life from the moment 
of conception begins at 9 a.m. at St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish in McAllen, 

then proceeds through downtown to 
Sacred Heart Church.

8
HANDS & HEARTS BRUNCH 
AND AUCTION FOR LA POSADA 
PROVIDENCIA
The 9th annual Hands & Hearts Brunch 
and Auction to raise funds for La 
Posada Providencia is set for 9 a.m.-
12 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8 at La Sierra 
Event Center in Harlingen. Tickets are 
$40 in advance and $45 at the door. 
To purchase tickets and sponsorships 
online, go to https://lppshelter.org/
events/.

8
WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 
AT THE BASILICA
World Marriage Day will be celebrated 
at a special bilingual Mass at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 8 at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-National 
Shrine. Bishop Daniel E. Flores will 
celebrate the Mass of thanksgiving 
for couples celebrating a wedding 
anniversary of 10, 25, 30, 40, 50, 
60 or more during 2020. All couples 
and their families are invited. Couples 
should register with the Family Life 
Office; deadline to register is Friday, 
Jan. 31.

8
NOCHE DE MARIACHI AT 
ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH
St. Joan of Arc Parish’s 3rd annual 
Noche de Mariachi will be a night of 
dinner, dancing and entertainment 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 8 in the 
Parish Hall. Tickets for dinner and 
the event $25 each to raise funds for 
remodeling the church. 109 S. Illinois 
Ave. in Weslaco. Information: (956) 
968-3670. 

13-14
STAFF RETREAT – DIOCESAN 
OFFICES CLOSED  
All offices of the Diocese of Brownsville 
will be closed Thursday and Friday, 
Feb. 13 and 14, for the annual 
diocesan staff retreat. This year’s 
retreat will be at St. Joan of Arc Parish 

in Weslaco.

14
VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE 
AT OUR LADY, STAR OF THE 
SEA PARISH
A Valentine’s Day dinner, dance and 
auction for Our Lady, Star of the Sea 
Parish in Port Isabel is set for Feb. 
14 at the Isla Grand Beach Resort 
Ballroom, with dinner 7-8:30 p.m. and 
dancing 8 p.m.-12 midnight; music by 
Rockstar Denied.  More information: 
(956) 943-1297.

17
JUAN DIEGO ACADEMY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
The 3rd annual Juan Diego Academy 
Golf Tournament is set for Monday, 
Feb. 17 (Presidents Day) at the 
McAllen Country Club. Tee-off at 11 
a.m. Sponsorships available. Info: 
(210) 422-7744 or (956) 802-7763.

20
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(MARRIED LIFE)
Every third Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for 
the intentions of the sanctification of 
the Vocation of Matrimony. Families, 
engaged couples, and couples in the 
Family Apostolic Movements and in 
other marriage ministries are invited 
to gather and pray for this intention. 
This month Holy Hour for Vocations 
(Married Life) is set for 7-8 p.m. 
on Thursday, Feb. 20 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. 
in Alamo.

22
DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE
Healing Through the Holy Spirit, the 
10th Annual Divine Mercy Conference, 
will be 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 22 at the 
Weslaco Performing Arts Center, 506 
E. 6th Street in Weslaco, with speakers 
Father Christopher Alar, MIC, and 
Father Jose Maniyangat.  Tickets $35 
including lunch. Ticket info: https://
fomm.us/shop/tickets-divine-mercy-
conference-feb-22-2020/  More info: 
(956) 351-5978.

Month of the Passion of Our Lord 

26
ASH WEDNESDAY – LENT BEGINS
Check with your parish for the schedule for imposition of 
ashes on this day of penitence and solemnity that marks 
the beginning of Lent.

26
SPRING CAMPAIGN – 40 DAYS FOR LIFE
The spring campaign of 40 days of prayer, fasting and vigil 
in support of life begins on Ash Wednesday outside the 
abortion clinic in downtown McAllen. This follows a kickoff 
rally Feb. 22 behind the facility.

27
WOMEN’S CURSILLO AT HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Cursillo is a movement from the Church that focuses 
on helping each person to discover themselves, their 
relationship with Christ and with others. The initial Cursillo 
experience is a 72-hour weekend designed for Christian 
renewal. The Women’s Cursillo is set for Feb. 27-March 1, 
with check-in at 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27. Cost for each 
retreat is $75 per person.

28-29
WOMEN’S SILENT RETREAT
The Benedictine Monastery of the Good Shepherd is 
hosting new opportunities for growth. February features 
a Women’s Silent Retreat in Spanish. More information: 
(956) 486-2680 or email sanbenito@granderiver.net.

29
NIGHT OF HEALING AND DIVINE MERCY
Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D., leads the faithful in prayer for 
a Night of Healing and Divine Mercy at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine.

29
CHARISMATIC RENEWAL CONFERENCE  
The Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Conference will be 8 
a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 29, and 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, 
March 1, at La Sierra Event Center in Harlingen. Entry is free.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org 
or call (956) 784-5055. 

ANSWER KEY:  105. b,  106. c

Recommended by  
SISTER MAUREEN 

CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the 

Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of 

Brownsville

»From the Bookshelf

Length: 29 pages 
Publication: 
Cristianisme i Justicia 
2019
Author: Jaime Tatay

S.J. Religion Facing the Environmental 
Challenge …established in 2015 as part of 
the 2030 Agenda were the results of a long 
process of deliberation, and they reflect a 
broad international consensus with regard to 
the great economic, social and environmental 
challenges that humanity will face in the 21st 
century. High School/Adults – English

Believing in 
Sustainability

Format: DVD 
Run time: 116 minutes,
Production: Goya 
Producciónes

No recomendada para menores de 7 años. La 
pelicula narra la historia de San Pedro Poveda 
(1874-1936), un sacerdote tenaz e innovador 
que abrió caminos en el campo educativo y en 
defensa de los derechos de las mujeres en la 
España de principiós del siglo XX. …canonizado 
por el Papa Juan Pablo II. Idioma Español 
Subtitulos Español, Ingles, Italiano, Portugues, 
Frances y Aleman. Available in English.

Saint 
Pedro Poveda

Format: DVD 
Run time: 30 minutes 
Production: EWTN 
Home Video (2009)  
Animation

Episode 11. This episode explores the 
life and spirituality of one of the greatest 
apostles of the youth, St. Don (John) 
Bosco. Children Ages 3-9.

My Catholic 
Family: Saint 
Don Bosco

»Worth Watching

Length: Paperback 47 
pages 
Publication: 2013
Author: Loyola Press/

Un Ministerio Jesuita

Catholic Prayers for Catholic Families All  
English & Spanish Language.

La Oración 
Católica para las 
Familias Católicas

— 

For a complete 
listing of titles, visit 
the Media Resource 

Center online at 
www.cdob.org/media-
resource-center or call 

Sister Crosby at 
(956) 784-5041. 

said at that meeting that the ID 
cards would mean much more 
than simply providing a picture 
and address. He said the formal 
identification of belonging to a 
parish would help bring immi-
grants out of the shadows and 
into community life.

Police department officials 
from Pharr, Edinburg, and McAl-
len attending the Las Milpas 
event expressed support for the 
parish ID program as a way to 
boost communication between 
immigrant communities and lo-
cal police departments. Organiz-
ers of the January event at St. Eu-
gene de Mazenod said they have 
similar support for the program 

in their community from the 
Brownsville Police Department.

Yadira Mendez is an immi-
grant in Brownsville who does 
not have proper government 
documents for legal residency. 
A parishioner at St. Eugene de 
Mazenod, she was helping others 
through the parish ID registra-
tion process while pointing out 
the benefits it will bring — and 
understanding its limits.

“I know it’s not for immigra-
tion (status), but if one day I’m 
stopped by the police, I can show 
it, and it will say I belong to this 
community,” Mendez said. “I am 
someone here.”

A holder of a parish ID card 
must be a member of the parish 
for at least three months before 
it can be issued. Active participa-
tion in the parish must be main-
tained as the ID cards have an 

expiration date. Valid proof of 
identification is required, as is 
proof of local residency, such as a 
utility bill.

Cruz spoke enthusiastically 
on Jan. 18 about what the pro-
gram can mean beyond just pro-
viding an identification card.

“The parish will give them ev-
ery opportunity to be part of our 
parish in our ministries, choirs 
and other programs we have,” 
Cruz said. “We want to involve 
them in the life of our parish.”

Father Collins sees the parish 
ID program as being “part of the 
stewardship of belonging.” He be-
lieves it will have a tangible effect 
on his parish.

“I’m really excited about it,” 
he said. “People are going to 
come out of here walking high 
and saying, ‘I am part of this 
community.’”

Parish ID
continued from pg. 8

Listen to the 
Migrants’ Cries
We pray that the cries of 
our migrant brothers 
and sisters, victims 
of criminal 
trafficking, 
may be heard 
and considered.

»The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions 
for February



By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic 

HARLINGEN — When the 
young people of the Church are 
taught in the faith and lessons 
of humility and grace, it brings 
assurance of endurance in the 
generations ahead.

For that to happen, a church 
needs teachers. Charlie and 
Benny Perez fit that bill with 
firm loyalty to their church and 
community.

High school sweethearts who 
have been married for nearly 50 
years, the parents of four boys, and 
mentors to what seems countless 
children who have gone through 
religious education classes at 
Queen of Peace Catholic Church 
in Harlingen. Thirty-plus years 
into their roles as instructors at 
the church, they admit at times 
to having thoughts that perhaps it 
has been long enough in standing 
in front of classrooms, teaching 
and looking into the faces of 
youngsters.

“We’ve been saying this is our 
last year for the last five years,” 
Charlie Perez said.

His wife smiles and gives 
an indication she’s not close to 
calling it quits.

“My commitment to my kids 

keeps me coming back,” she said.
Charlie and Benny were 

among the 81 catechists honored 
in late 2019 by the Diocese of 
Brownsville for their years of 
services as religious education 
instructors. For the Harlingen 
couple, it started more than 30 
years ago when they enrolled 

their own sons in classes at 
Queen of Peace. Benny became 
an instructor as an example to 
her sons about the importance of 
religious education.

“If the mother could do it, so 
could the sons,” Charlie recalled 
of those years.

He himself would follow 

his wife’s steps in becoming 
an instructor at the church. 
Charlie has long taught middle 
school children while Benny has 
specialized in teaching children 
under 10 years of age. Through 
the years — and generations — 
of students, they have seen how 
times and society have changed. 
Children of today, Charlie 
Perez said, seem to have shorter 
attention spans.

“It’s not that they misbehave 
more,” he said. “But you have to 
get to the point more quickly.”

Perez also noted that there are 
many more one-parent homes 
today than in years past, and at 
times he feels a need to privately 
counsel boys about their missing 
fathers.

“I’ve had to change the 
manner in how I express myself 
to students,” he said, reflecting the 
increase in single-parent homes.

Times change but the lessons 
taught do not. The couple 
mentioned emphasizing the 
importance of prayer to their 
students, as well as opening their 
hearts in accepting God into their 
lives.

“I tell the kids ‘you’re never 
alone,’’’ Charlie Perez said. 
“There’s always a helping hand 
there for you.”

Perez should know. He is 
a cancer survivor and recalls 
those years which included the 
loss of a kidney. A life-changing 
experience such as that one is 
something he can convey to his 
students.

“I made a commitment 
to God,” he said of surviving 
cancer. “I kept going with the 
kids, (at church), putting my life 
experiences into the lessons.”

The Perez couple are retirees, 
although Benny at times is 
a substitute teacher for the 
Harlingen school district, where 
she worked for many years in 
the department of parental 
involvement. 

Her husband is a former 
director of student housing at 
Texas State Technical College.

They are doting grandparents 
with children to teach.

“I tell my (church) kids, “It 
doesn’t stop here,’” Benny Perez 
said. “You need to go to church 
every Sunday, (and) keep active 
in your faith.”

Another year has passed and 
another has begun for Charlie 
and Benny Perez to reach young 
lives at Queen of Peace.
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Faster pace doesn’t deter 30-year catechists

R. Daniel Cavazos / The Valley Catholic  
    

Charlie and Benny Perez 
of Queen of Peace Parish 
in Harlingen 
have been 
husband and wife 
for almost 50 years 
and catechists 
for more than 30. 
They say they keep 
their teaching fresh
by weaving in 
the lessons 
of experience.

Mission brings 
couple back 
year after year

Noche de SANACIÓN y DIVINA MISERICORDIA
Night of Healing and Divine Mercy
Acompáñenos cada ultimo sábado del mes

en la Basilia de Nuestra Señora San Juan del Valle
en San Juan, Texas a las 6:30 PM

Join us every last Saturday of the month
at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle,

San Juan, Texas at 6:30 PM

with Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D
leading us in prayer


