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A ministry 
at the 

service of all 
ministries 
Collection for 

communications 
set for June 1-2

Th e Valley Catholic

On June 1-2, the Diocese of 
Brownsville will take up a second 
collection for the Catholic Com-
munication Campaign (CCC). 
What many people do not know 
is that fully 50% of the funds col-
lected in this once-a-year eff ort 
stay right here in the Diocese of 
Brownsville while the other half 
of the funds support the Church’s 
communications projects around 
the world.

“I think that if people knew 
that this annual collection helps 
with our communications eff orts 
in our local diocese, more people 
would support the campaign,” 
said Brenda Nettles Riojas, di-
rector of the Communications 
Offi  ce of the Diocese of Browns-
ville.

Last year, of the $34,357 col-
lected, half ($17,178) helped 
fund projects here locally. Th is 
included operating the Com-
munications Offi  ce newsroom; 
publishing Th e Valley Catholic 
newspaper; recording signifi cant 
events in the diocese, many of 
which are streamed live; post-
ing hundreds of items to social 
media; putting on workshops to 
train students and others to be 
mobile journalists; and handling 
media requests and public rela-
tions related to news events of 
international interest occurring 
here on the U.S.-Mexico border.

 Th e Communications Team 
for the Diocese of Brownsville 
is committed to gathering and 
sharing the stories happening 
in the Church here in the Rio 
Grande Valley and beyond, said 
Riojas, who is also the editor of 
Th e Valley Catholic.

“When you can’t be there in 
person, our Communications 
Team is there to bring you closer 
to the story,” Riojas said.

Th e Communications Offi  ce 

» MORE ABOUT US p. 8

By ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic 

In April, Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores and Auxiliary Bishop 
Mario A. Avilés, C.O., began 
administering the sacrament 
of confi rmation at parishes 
throughout the diocese. 

On April 10, Bishop Flores 
visited Holy Spirit Parish in 
McAllen. In his homily, the 
bishop talked about three 
occasions in Scripture where 
God “gives us the Spirit” — in 
Gospel readings proclaimed 
on Good Friday, the Second 
Sunday of Easter and on the 
Pentecost. 

“Now, when you hear these 
words read at Mass, you’ll know 
that Spirit is in you,” Bishop 
Flores said. “Th at’s why he 
breathes this on you, so you can 
see the Holy Spirit tonight as 
you are confi rmed.” 

He continued, “Th e fi rst is 
on the Cross where he breathes 
his last breath, that breath does 
not go out into the wind, it goes 
into us. Th e Lord didn’t say, ‘I’m 
giving you fi ve bucks to go to 
the movies.' He said, 'I’m giving 
you my life. I have nothing else 
to give you.’”  

Th e second occasion was 
recalled in the Gospel from 
the Second Sunday of Easter or 
Divine Mercy Sunday when the 

disciples, out of fear of the Jews, 
locked themselves in a room. 
Jesus appears to them behind 
the locked door and says, “Peace 
be with you.” 

“And then Scripture says, ‘… 
and then he breathed on them,’” 
Bishop Flores said. “Th ere we 
are again — he breathed on 
them.  It’s all about the breath 
and he said, ‘receive the Holy 
Spirit.’ Again, God in heaven, 
who wants to show us what 
he’s about — Christ in the fl esh 
— he shows us the depth of 
his love.  ‘I give it freely, I give 
you everything. I’m not giving 
you something, I’m giving you 
everything, but not just so you 

'Th at Spirit is in you' 
Scripture tells us: 
Th rough Jesus, we 
receive the gift  of 
the Holy Spirit 

The Valley Catholic

Bishop Daniel E. Flores conferred the sacrament of confi rmation on April 10 at Holy Spirit Parish in McAllen. He and 
Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés, C.O. will confi rm hundreds of children, teens and adults in their faith  in the coming weeks. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Former diocesan administrator dies
Th e Valley Catholic

Msgr. Frederick Robert 
"Bob" DaVola, 79, passed away 
on April 26, 2019, at Th e Bridges 
at Mission. 

Born on Jan. 28, 1940 in 
Rochester, N.Y., he was ordained 
a priest for the Oratory on 
Feb. 11, 1967 at the Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C. Msgr. 

DaVola served 
in various 
parishes within 
the Diocese of 
B r o w n s v i l l e 
from 1974 until 
his retirement 
in 2007, 
including St. 

Jude Th addeus Parish in Pharr; 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in 
McAllen; St. Anthony Parish in 

Harlingen; St. Joseph Parish in 
Edinburg and St. Paul Parish in 
Mission. He was incardinated 
to the Diocese of Brownsville in 
1982. 

His faithful service to the 
Diocese has not only included 
parish work, but also leadership 
roles at the diocesan level as Vicar 
General, and as Administrator 
of the Diocese for nearly two 
years aft er the untimely death 

of Bishop Enrique San Pedro in 
1994. 

Msgr. Heberto Diaz, Jr. pastor 
at Mary, Mother of Mary Parish 
in Brownsville, who worked 
closely with Msgr. DaVola, said 
he was an example of a humble 
person of prayer. “He was a 
loving pastor and a good friend 
to everyone.” 

Msgr. DaVola assumed leadership role aft er untimely death of Bishop San Pedro 

» Please see Confi rmation p.10

» Please see Msgr. DaVola p.5

Msgr. DaVola

» Please see Communication p.8
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“Appointed Lord by His resurrection and 
given plenary power in heaven and on earth, 
Christ is now at work in the hearts of men 
through the energy of His Holy Spirit, arous-
ing not only a desire for the age to come, but 
by that very fact animating, purifying and 
strengthening those noble longings too by 
which the human family makes its life more 
human and strives to render the whole earth 
submissive to this goal."

Gaudium et Spes 38

In the fullness of the Paschal Mystery 
we fi nd the cause of Christian joy, and we 
receive the love that transforms us. And 
this new life opens us to the horizon of our 
hope.

Th e Cross of Christ is the eff ective sign 
of the love with which God has loved us. A 
human being cannot love what he does not 
know. A stranger can be respected, and an 
acquaintance can accompany us, but only 
one who opens his heart through his work 
of love can be loved. Th e very act of being 
lovable can eff ectively move us to recip-
rocate love. For that reason, the joy of a 
Christian is to contemplate the work of love 
that is off ered to us by the Son of God the 
Father. Truly, God opens his heart to us, for 
he allowed the spear to pierce his side to let 
us savor the fullness of his inner life.

Th e stream that fl ows from that pierced 

side of Christ has the power to touch our 
hearts, wonderfully converting them to di-
vine love. Hearts of stone begin to palpitate 
with new life. Th is new life is the life of the 
Risen Christ coming to us like living water. 
Compassion is the sign of the new life of the 
resurrection taking root in our hearts.

We become aware that the life, which 
comes to us through the Risen Lord makes 
us partakers of the Lord's victory over sin 
and death. Th is victory becomes ours when 
we receive the Holy Spirit. Th is reception is 
precisely to receive the grace of loving God 
and our neighbor in the way that Christ 
taught and showed by his example. Th at is 
why we say that the redemption operated 
by Christ renews our hearts through the gift  
of the Holy Spirit. To love how Christ loves 
is the work of the Risen Christ working 
within us through the Holy Spirit in us.

Th e new life of the resurrection trans-
lates into our daily lives by works of charity, 
life and compassion. Our faith in the love 
of God, if real, moves us to participate in 

the works of God. Works done in God 
continue the unfolding of the work of the 
Risen Jesus; they have an analogous likeness 
to building a house or cultivating a garden: 
they are works for the good of many. Th ey 
are works of hope in a history that moves 
not towards an end of isolation and death, 
but towards an end of communion and life.

All in all, the love of God operating in 
the world is active and eff ective, animated 
by the Risen Christ and his Spirit poured 
out upon the world. It is expressed, primar-
ily, in the joy of having triumphed over sin 
and death. We rise with Christ today with 
the strength of charity; and this charity 
renewing the heart, gives us a hope that 
surpasses the mere optimism of the world.

Optimism is founded on a vague 
confi dence in goodness. Such confi dence is 
weak and can collapse with bad news. On 
the contrary, our hope is founded on the 
work of God, in the love of Christ, and in 
the grace of being able to be a people that 
moves towards our neighbor with the love 
of God poured out in our hearts. Hope 
goes beyond the bad news of today; it sees 
the horizon of the redeeming charity of 
God. Th is hope moves us through ways of 
compassion and communion, leading us as 
a People of God toward the glory of eternal 
life manifested in Christ our Lord.

Amen. 

Th e Work of the Risen Christ
“Constituido Señor por su 

resurrección, Cristo, a quien se 
ha dado todo poder en el cielo 
y en la tierra, obra ya en los 
corazones de los hombres por la 
virtud de su Espíritu, no sólo ex-
citando en ellos la sed de la vida 
futura, sino animando, purifi -
cando y robusteciendo asimismo 
los generosos deseos con que 
la familia humana se esfuerza 
por humanizar su propia vida y 
someter toda la tierra a este fi n.”

Gaudium et Spes 38

En la plenitud del misterio 
pascual encontramos la causa 
de la alegría cristiana, y recibi-
mos el amor que nos trasforma. 
Y esta nueva vida nos abre al 
horizonte de nuestra esperanza. 

La Cruz de Cristo es el 
signo efi caz del amor con que 
Dios nos ha amado. Un ser 
humano no puede amar lo que 
no conoce. Un extranjero se 
puede respetar, y un conocido 
nos puede acompañar, pero 
sólo un ser humano que nos 
abre su corazón a través de su 
obra de amor puede ser amado. 
El mismo hecho de manife-
starse amable nos puede mover 
efi cazmente a corresponderle el 
amor. Por esta razón, la alegría 
de un cristiano es contemplar 
la obra de amor que nos ofrece 
el Hijo de Dios Padre. De veras, 
Dios nos abre su corazón, pues 
permitió que la lanza atraves-
ara su costado para dejarnos 
saborear de la plenitud de su 
vida interior.

El torrente que fl uye desde 
ese costado abierto de Cristo 
tiene poder para tocar nuestros 
corazones, maravillosamente 
convirtiéndolos al amor divino. 
Corazones de piedra empie-
zan a palpitar con nueva vida. 
Esta nueva vida es la vida del 
Resucitado llegándonos como 
agua viva. La compasión señala 
la novedad de la Resurrección 
tomando raíz en nuestros 

corazones. 
Nos damos cuenta que la 

vida que nos llega a través del 
Señor Resucitado nos hace 
partícipes de la victoria del Se-
ñor sobre el pecado y la muerte. 
Esta victoria se hace nuestra 
cuando recibimos el Espíritu 
Santo. Esta recepción es precisa-
mente recibir la gracia de amar 
a Dios y el prójimo en la manera 
que Cristo enseñó y mostró por 
su ejemplo. Por eso decimos que 
la redención operada por Cristo 
renueva nuestros corazones a 
través del don del Espíritu Santo. 
Amar como Cristo ama es obra 
del Cristo resucitado operando 
dentro de nosotros a través del 
Espíritu dentro de nosotros.

La novedad de la resurrec-
ción se traduce en nuestra vida 
diaria en obras de caridad, vida 
y compasión. Nuestra fe en el 

La Obra 
de Cristo 

Resucitado 
MOST REVEREND
DANIEL E. FLORES

BISHOP OF BROWNSVILLE

El Paso bishop testifi es on immigration 
as president seeks to change asylum 
By RHINA GUIDOS
Catholic News Service 

In a memo released late 
on April 29, President Donald 
Trump ordered changes for how 
refugees may apply for asylum to 
the U.S., requesting an application 
fee from asylum-seekers and 
denying them permission to work 
depending on how the applicant 
entered the country. Th ough the 
changes are not immediate, he 
gave administration offi  cials 90 
days to work on new regulations.

In the memo addressed to 
the U.S. Attorney General and 
the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, Trump said "that the 
immigration and asylum system 
is in crisis as a consequence of the 
mass migration of aliens across 
our southern border." He makes 
mention of caravans and large 
groups that travel with children.

"Th e extensive resources 
required to process and care 
for these individuals pulls U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
personnel away from securing 
our nation's borders," he wrote. 
"Additionally, illicit organizations 
benefi t fi nancially by smuggling 
illegal aliens into the United States 
and encouraging abuse of our 
asylum procedures. Th is strategic 

e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of our nation's 
humanitar ian 
p r o g r a m s 
undermines our 
nation's security 
and sovereignty."

In addition 
to the fees and 

eliminating work permits for 
those who entered the country 
illegally, the president called for 
all asylum applications to be 
ruled on within 180 days of fi ling. 
He said the purpose of the new 
norms is "to strengthen asylum 
procedures to safeguard our 
system against rampant abuse of 
our asylum process."

Hours aft er the memo 
was published, Bishop Mark 
J. Seitz of the Diocese of El 
Paso testifi ed April 30 during 
a hearing before the House 
Committee on Homeland 
Security Subcommittee on 
Border Security, Facilitation and 
Operations in Washington. He 
spoke of his and other border 
communities' response in 
helping families seeking asylum 
who have been released by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security.

Places such as Annunciation 
House in the El Paso area and 

centers run by Catholic charitable 
organizations, dioceses and 
other groups in the border 
communities of McAllen, as 
well as Tucson, Arizona, provide 
families and other individuals 
seeking asylum with a hot meal, 
a change of clothes, help with 
arranging travel plans en route 
to family or friends in the United 
States, he explained.

While their work, strength 
and compassion has been 
exceptional, Bishop Seitz said the 
government "has a responsibility 
to care for people who are 
arriving with credible claims for 
asylum and a responsibility to 
assist anyone in desperate need 
within our borders."

"It is an honor for the church 
and for Christians in general to 
serve these vulnerable people," 
he said, according to a prepared 
statement. "We do not begrudge 
the opportunity, but our resources 
and our volunteers are being 
signifi cantly strained by the scope 
and duration of the high arrival 
numbers. Th e church and other 
humanitarian service providers 
and the local communities along 
the border are key partners in this 
eff ort and need to be recognized 
by our federal government as 
such."

Bishop Seitz

amor de Dios, si es verdadera, 
nos mueve a participar en las 
obras de Dios. Las obras hechas 
en Dios continúan el desarrollo 
de la obra de Jesús Resucitado; 
tienen analógica semejanza con 
construir una casa o cultivar un 
jardín: son obras para el bien de 
muchos. Son obras de esperanza 
en una historia que se mueve 
no a un fi n de aislamiento y 
muerte, sino a un fi n de comu-
nión y de vida.

En fi n, el amor de Dios 
operando en el mundo es 
activo y efi caz, impulsado por el 

Cristo Resucitado y su Espíritu 
derramado sobre el mundo. Se 
expresa principalmente en la 
alegría de haber triunfado sobre 
el pecado y la muerte. Resu-
citamos con Cristo hoy con la 
fuerza de la caridad; y esta cari-
dad renovando el corazón nos 
da una esperanza que supera el 
mero optimismo del mundo. 

El optimismo se funda-
menta en una vaga confi anza 
en la bondad. Tal confi anza es 
débil y puede ser derrumbada 
con malas noticias. Al contrario, 
nuestra esperanza es fundamen-

tada en la obra de Dios, en el 
amor de Cristo, y en la gracia 
de poder ser pueblo que se 
mueve al prójimo con el amor 
de Dios derramado en nuestros 
corazones. La esperanza ve más 
allá de la mala noticia de hoy; 
ve el horizonte de la caridad 
rescatadora de Dios. Esta espe-
ranza nos mueve por caminos 
de compasión y comunión, 
conduciéndonos como pueblo 
de Dios hacia la gloria de la vida 
eterna manifestada en Cristo 
nuestro Señor.

            Amén.
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Taking the fi nal steps to priesthood

Public safety personnel to be 
honored, blessed at Blue Mass 

Pope makes 
donation to 

help migrants 
traveling 

through Mexico 

By ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic 

Bishop Daniel E. Flores will 
celebrate a Blue Mass for those 
who serve in law enforcement 
and public safety agencies at 
noon on Wednesday, May 8 at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle-National Shrine. 

Th e Mass, which is 
sponsored by the Diocese of 
Brownsville, will be celebrated 
in thanksgiving to God for 
the dedication and sacrifi ce 
made by the men and women 
serving in the fi eld of public 
safety from federal, state, and 
local jurisdictions and to ask for 
continued protection for them 
in the future. 

More than 50 agencies, 
including school police 
departments, city police and fi re 
departments, personnel from 
the sheriff ’s offi  ces of the four 
counties in the diocese, the FBI, 
the U.S. Border Patrol, the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, paramedic 
services and more have been 
invited to participate in the 

Mass. 
“We always need blessings, 

we always need prayer,” said 
Gustavo Almanza Jr., a 19-
year veteran of the U.S. Border 
Patrol and a member of the 
Blue Mass committee. “Th e 
encouragement, support and 
prayers from the community 
keep our morale strong and keep 
us going.” 

More than 3,100 Border 
Patrol agents serve in the Rio 
Grande Valley sector, the busiest 
sector in the nation, working 
around the clock to protect our 
borders.  

Th is will mark the second 

time since 2013 a Blue Mass is 
held as a diocesan wide event. 
Individual parishes have held 
them regularly over the years. 

Th e idea to host another 
diocesan Blue Mass was brought 
to life by Bishop Flores and 
Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. 
Avilés, C.O., in October 2018. 

“Th e bishops want our 
public safety offi  cers to know 
that the community treasures 
them and that we are grateful 
for their service,” said Ofelia de 
los Santos, who is organizing the 
Blue Mass for the diocese. “And 
the response from the offi  cers 
has been great. Th ey love the 

idea of this celebration and look 
forward to visiting our basilica, 
some for the fi rst time.” 

Th e event will feature 
bagpipers from the Pharr 
police and fi re departments. 
Th e deacons, lectors and 
extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion who serve at the 
Blue Mass will hail from public 
safety organizations. 

Public safety personnel 
in attendance will receive a 
blessing and a small gift  from 
the bishops. Several local courts 
of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas will provide sack 
lunches to the public safety 
personnel aft er the Mass.  

“We are so blessed to have 
all of these diff erent agencies to 
help us when we’re in trouble 
and we need to show them 
that we’re very, very thankful 
for what they do for us here in 
our community,” said Chiqui 
Guerra, Regent for the Queen of 
Rosary Court #2368 of Our Lady 
of Sorrows Parish in McAllen. 
“Th eir lives are on the line all the 
time for us so we need to show 
them that we appreciate them.”  

Th e Blue Mass is named as 
such because police offi  cers and 
fi refi ghters traditionally wear 
blue. 

Th e Mass is being celebrated 
in advance of National Police 
Week, which will be observed 
May 12-18 this year.

By DAVID AGREN
Catholic News Service 

TAPACHULA, Mexico 
— Pope Francis has donated 
$500,000 to assist migrants 
attempting to travel through 
Mexico, but who are increasingly 
being impeded by Mexican 
offi  cials from reaching the U.S. 
border.

Th ose migrants who travel 
the length of Mexico are also 
being impeded in their attempts 
to apply for asylum in the United 
States and remain in precarious 
conditions south of the border.

Th e donation "will be 
distributed among 27 projects 
in 16 dioceses and Mexican 
religious congregations that 
have asked for help to continue 
providing housing, food and 
basic necessities to these brothers 
and sisters," the Vatican charity 
Peter's Pence said in an April 27 
statement.

"Th e Holy Father’s donation 
from the charitable funds of 
the Holy See comes as a clear 
expression of his care and 
compassion for our brothers and 
sisters in the world who have 
been displaced," said Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores in a statment 
on April 28. "He has long called 
for cooperation between nations 
to address the humanitarian 
crisis that families face when 
forced to leave their homelands 
because of war, extreme poverty 
or violence. His solidarity with 
all those who are stranded at 
the Mexican border reminds 
us that while governments try 
to decide what to do, people 
need basic assistance. Th is 
contribution aims to help with 
basic humanitaria assistance. We 
are grateful for this example, as 
Pope Francis reminds us all that 
we too can do something to help 
people in great suff ering."

Th e Vatican already 
approved projects run by seven 
dioceses and three religious 
congregations: the Scalabrinians, 
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary and the Hermanas 
Josefi nas.

Th e donation comes as the 
crush of migrants arriving at 
the U.S. border reaches levels 
not seen in more than a decade. 
Mexico's Catholic Church has 
helped the migrants with little 
cooperation from the various 
levels of government.

Priests who work on 
immigration matters say the 
federal government has yet to 
outline a policy or off er a proper 
response, while state and local 
governments prefer not spend 
money on migrants.

Th e donation was made 
as Mexico comes under U.S. 
pressure and steps up its own 
enforcement against migrants 
— backpedaling from a promise 
made by President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador in 
his 2018 campaign not to "do 
the dirty work of any foreign 
government."

In March, U.S. authorities 
detained 92,607 migrants, more 
than twice as many migrants as 
arrived one year earlier and the 
highest monthly fi gure in 2007.

Amber Donaldson, Mobile Journalist/The Valley Catholic

Local public safety personnel pray the Our Father at the last diocesan Blue 
Mass in 2013 at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in McAllen. This year's Mass is set 
for noon Wednesday, May 8 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine.

'We always need 
prayer,' Border 
Patrol agent says 

Bishop Flores to 
ordain three men 
transitional deacons 

Th e Valley Catholic 

Joe Luis Hernandez, Pedro 
Hernandez and Robert Moreno 
Jr. will be ordained to the 
transitional diaconate by Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores at 6 p.m. Friday, 
May 31 at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine. 

As transitional deacons, 
the men receive the sacrament 
of Holy Orders and become 
members of the clergy. Th ey may 
celebrate baptisms, funerals and 
weddings, proclaim the Gospel 
at Mass and deliver the homily, 
along with other religious rites 
and responsibilities. 

Th e men made their 
Profession of Faith and took the 
Oath of Fidelity on April 5 at St. 

Mary’s Seminary in Houston, 
where they are in formation. 

During this ceremony, each 
candidate publicly declared that 
they hold, in fi rm faith, that 
which the Church believes and 
teaches. While placing their 
hand on the Gospels, they asked 
God for help, as they, in Christian 
obedience, entrust their service 
to him and his Church. 

Th is is the fi nal step required 
for all those who are to be 
ordained to Holy Orders. 

Ordination to the transitional 
diaconate is among the fi nal 
steps to priesthood. It means the 
men have completed, or nearly 
completed, their studies for the 
priesthood.  

All three men are projected 
to be ordained to the holy 
priesthood in 2020. 

Joe Luis Hernandez of 
Mission is the son of Jose Luis 
and Teresa Hernandez. He 
is a graduate of Texas A&M 
University in College Station. 

Pedro Hernandez of 
Harlingen is the son of Jose and 
Maria Hernandez. He earned a 
bachelor's degree in philosophy 
and letters from the University 
of Dallas while in formation at 
Holy Trinity Seminary in Dallas. 

Robert Moreno Jr. of Weslaco 
is the son of Robert Moreno and 
Mirella C. Solis. He graduated 
from the University of Texas - 
Pan American in Edinburg with 
a bachelor's degree in biology. 

Courtesy of St. Mary's Seminary

Three seminarians, pictured, from left, Joe Luis Hernandez, Pedro Hernandez and Robert Moreno Jr., made their Profession of Faith and took the Oath of Fidelity April 5 before 
the St. Mary’s Seminary community in Houston. Bishop Daniel E. Flores will ordain these three men to the transitional diaconate May 31 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan 
del Valle-National Shrine. Below: Our seminarians with classmates from the Diocese of Dallas, the Diocese of Austin and the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 



Easter gives us much to 
celebrate, including 
family. Sharing a meal 

together; hiding, fi nding and 
breaking cascarones, spending 
time together.

In his message for World 
Communications Day, Pope 
Francis asks us “to refl ect 
on the foundation and 
importance of our being-in-
relation,” on community, and 
on the realization that “we are 
members one of another.” 

He selected this scripture, 
“We are members one of 
another,” from Ephesians 4, 25 
as the theme for the 53rd World 
Communications Day, adding 
to it – “From social network 
communities to the human 
community.”

He reminds us of “the 
vast array of challenges of 
the current communications 
context,” noting that the Net is a 
resource of our time, but that it 
also comes with risks.

His messages emphasizes 
our connectedness, our shared 
responsibility. “Th e Net works,” 
he says, “because all its elements 
share responsibility.” But he 
notes, “Th e community as a 
network of solidarity requires 
mutual listening and dialogue, 
based on responsible use of 
language.”

World Communications 
Day, celebrated each year on 
the Sunday before Pentecost, 
gives us a chance to focus on 
the Holy Father’s message and 
how it relates to the work we do 
as part of the communications 
team in our diocese. Pope 
Francis releases his message 

in January on the Feast of St. 
Francis de Sales, the patron saint 
of journalists. 

He notes, “Th e Net is 
an opportunity to promote 
encounter with others, but it can 
also increase our self-isolation, 
like a web that can entrap 
us.” He adds, “We all have the 
possibility and the responsibility 
to promote its positive use.”

Our communications 
team for the Diocese of 
Brownsville is keenly aware of 
our responsibility. With four of 
us on staff , we may have a small 
team for a diocese with more 
than a million Catholics, but 
as we juggle the multiple tasks 
required, we still want to do 
more.  

As we recommit ourselves 
to our work this World 
Communications Day, we 
recognize that ours is a ministry 
at the service of all ministries. 

It was an honor in January 
to receive the Catholic Schools 
Spirit Award. I see it as a 
recognition of the work of 
our entire communications 
team. As Sister Cindy Mello, 
superintendent of schoools, said, 
“Th ey are a resource we can 
count on when we need help 
with any of our communications 
needs. Th ey are right there to 
help us produce, advise us, 

encourage us with anything 
related to videos, social media, 
mobile journalism training, 
interviews and promotions.”

Gathering and sharing 
the stories taking place in our 
Church here in the Rio Grande 
Valley keeps us on the go. It is 
pure joy to cover the life of the 
Church as it unfolds throughout 
the liturgical season. Holy 
Week and Easter are among 
the highlights. Most only see 
the fi nal product – Th e Valley 
Catholic printed each month, 
the videos of special Feast 
Days, interviews featuring 
diff erent ministries and events. 
What you don’t see are the late 
nights, sometimes stretching 
beyond the midnight hour, to 
design and edit the newspaper; 
the loading and unloading of 
camera and video equipment 
before and aft er each event; the 
post processing and editing 
hours required to produce a 
video; the mobile journalism 
training sessions off ered in the 
evening and on weekends.

When you can’t be there in 
person, our communications 
team is there to bring you 
closer to the story. From live 
streaming events and recording 
the bishop’s homilies to taking 
photos and writing about the 
people in our diocese, our team 
tries to be present.

With your help we can 
expand our reach as we 
explore new ways to share the 
Good News of Christ in our 
community. Here are some ways 
you can help. 

1. Starting with 
your personal prayers. 

Keep the intentions of our 
communications ministry in 
your daily prayers.

2. Parish outreach. 
Help us increase awareness of 
Th e Valley Catholic and other 
communications projects at 
your parish. Check to see if the 
newspaper is distributed at your 
church.

3. Public outreach. 
Follow us on our social media 
platforms. Share our posts with 
others. Share your stories and 
photos.

4. Contribute to 
the national Catholic 
Communication Campaign the 
fi rst weekend in June (June 1-2, 
2019). Th is second collection 
supports evangelization through 
the internet, television, radio 
and print publications. What 
many don’t know is that half 
of the funds collected remain 
in our diocese for our local 
communications projects. 
Imagine how much we could 
raise if every Catholic in the Rio 
Grande Valley donated at least a 
$1.

As the Holy Father notes 
in his message, “Th e Church 
herself is a network woven 
together by Eucharistic 
communion, where unity is 
based not on “likes,” but on the 
truth, on the “Amen,” by which 
each one clings to the Body of 
Christ, and welcomes others.”

We are “traveling 
companions,” and as “members 
one of another,” we are also 
ambassadors for Christ.  In the 
words of St. Catherine of Siena, 
“Proclaim the truth and do not 
be silent through fear.” 
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»Women en la Frontera

We are all ambassadors for Christ; 
we need one another

Mary, Mother of Jesus – and mother of us all
»Family Life

Lydia Pesina
Director, Family 
Life Offi  ce

For hundreds of years, the 
Catholic Church has dedi-
cated the month of May 

to honor Mary, Mother of God. 
It is only fi tting that as a church 
we recall, honor and celebrate 
Mary always because she, who is 
mother of Jesus, is also mother 
of us all. One of the great-
est bonds that exists between 
two human beings is the bond 
between a mother and her child. 
As an adoptive mother, I believe 
that bond can be as strong as 
that of a birthmother. Mary 
of Nazareth gave birth only to 
Jesus, but she is nonetheless our 
mother also.

Pope Francis in an address 
on May 4, 2013 stated, “Mary is 
the mother, and a mother wor-
ries above all about the health 
of her children, she knows how 
to care for them always with 
great and tender love. Our Lady 
guards our health. What does 
this mean: Our Lady guards our 
health? I think above all of three 
things: she helps us grow, to 
confront life, to be free.”

Perhaps May is a good time 
to refl ect on how our Blessed 
Mother has aff ected our life in 
our childhood and into young 
adulthood and beyond. I was 
“introduced” to Mary through 
diff erent avenues: pictures of 
the Holy Family on Christmas 
cards; the Marian songs my 
grandmother Clara sang as 

she cooked, like “Adios Reina 
del Cielo, Madre del Salvador 
…” and seeing my grandfather 
Dionicio pray the rosary daily. I 
recall accompanying my grand-
mother to go off er fl owers to 
Mary in the month of May at St. 
Margaret Church and partici-
pating in the Legion of Mary in 
junior high and high school. 

For years, however, I think 
I took our Blessed Mother for 
granted, but those early experi-
ences helped me to re-establish 
a relationship with her. Like a 
great mother, she was always 
there ready to accompany me 
and intercede for me and to help 
me. Today I pray the rosary on 
my morning walks with my hus-
band and I sense her interces-
sion as we pray for guidance in 
how we serve our family, church 
and community.

Pope Francis reminds us, 
“She is the woman of prayer and 
work in Nazareth, and she is 
also Our Lady of Help, who sets 
out from her town ‘with haste’ 
(Luke 1:39) to be of service to 

others. Th is interplay of justice 
and tenderness, of contempla-
tion and concern for others, is 
what makes the ecclesial com-
munity look to Mary as a model 
of evangelization.” Pope Francis, 
Th e Joy of the Gospel, 288

Mary’s witness epitomizes 
what it means to know, love and 
serve God by serving our family, 
by serving the Church and com-
munity and by serving those in 
need. 

Mary’s universality is evident 
in the many, many devotions 
to her throughout the ages and 
throughout the world. Her 
physical apparition here in the 
Americas in 1530 as she ap-
peared to San Juan Diego and 
left  her image on his tilma, has 
survived the elements, fi re, and 
the scrutiny of scientists who 
cannot explain its durability, 
much less understand the signif-
icance in all the symbols she left  
imprinted to protect, convert, 
and free a people in need. 

Devotions to our Blessed 
Mother here in the United States 
and in many Latin American 
countries abound: Th e Im-
maculate Conception: United 
States and Spain; Nuestra Señora 
de la Caridad del Cobre: Cuba; 
Nuestra Señora del Rosario: 
Guatemala; Nuestra Señora de 
Copacabana: Bolivia; Virgen 
del Carmen: Chile; Nuestra 
Señora de la Altagracia: Repub-

lica     Dominicana; Nuestra 
Señora de la Paz: El Salvador; 
Purísima Concepcion de Maria: 
Nicaragua; Nuestra Señora de 
la Divina Providencia: Puerto 
Rico; and Nuestra Señora de la 
Merced: Peru.  

And here in our Diocese of 
Brownsville, we have our beauti-
ful Basilica of Nuestra Señora 
de San Juan del Valle National 
Shrin, which welcomes pilgrims 
from near and far. I relish seeing 
young families bringing their 
children to the Basilica before 
the start of a new school year to 
pray for protection and guid-
ance. What wonderful witnesses 
they are!

"Mary is a sweet and reas-
suring presence. In her discreet 
style, she gives everyone peace 
and hope, both in the happy 
and sad moments of life. In 
churches, chapels or on the walls 
of buildings there is a painting, 
mosaic or a statue as a reminder 
of the presence of the Mother, 
constantly watching over her 
children." Pope Benedict XVI, 
Homily, 8th December 2009

I pray that as a commu-
nity of believers, we help one 
another share our devotion to 
the Blessed Mother with our 
children and grandchildren 
that they too may know that 
Mary, our Mother, their Mother, 
watches over them. 

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of Th e 
Valley Catholic

Sister Mary E. Sardinha of 
the Sisters of St. Dorothy, 85, 
passed away on April 10, 2019 at 
Villa Fatima in Taunton, Mass.

She lived and served in the 
Diocese of Brownsville from 
1997-2016. She taught adult 
education at Resurrection 
Parish in Alamo, St. Joan of 
Arc Parish in Weslaco and 
across the border at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church in Las 
Flores, Mexico. 

Beloved daughter of 
Alexandrina Mello and Manuel 
Sardinha, Mary Elizabeth was 
born in 1934.  She was the only 
daughter among seven brothers; 
Manuel, Joseph, John, Louis, 
Anthony, Edward and George 
all of whom predeceased her.  

She leaves many special 
and loved nieces, nephews and 
grand nieces and nephews.

Sister Sardinha (Sister 
Sards) entered the Sisters of St. 
Dorothy in 1951 and professed 
her perpetual vows in 1960.  

She then taught in 
elementary schools in New 
York, Michigan, Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island.  She was 
principal of St. Francis Xavier 
School in East Providence and 
in 1972 was assigned to Our 
Lady of Fatima High School in 
Warren.  She was instrumental 
in founding Fatima’s Pro-Life 
Club which was a cause very 
dear to her, to the extent of 
spending time in jail in defense 
of this worthy cause.  

Summer Camp at Mount 
St. Joseph with Sister “Sarge”,  a 
day camp she founded in 1968, 
will remain a vivid memory in 
countless lives.

Sister Sardinha volunteered 
for the missions in Taipa, Macau 
and in Progreso aiding the poor 
on the border of Mexico.  

Her hometown of Bristol 
honored Sister Sardinha by 
bestowing the Citizen of the 
Year Award in recent years.

Sister Sardinha was 
energetic and fun.  She lived life 
to the fullest and through her 
counseling of youth and families 
shared her love and enthusiasm 
for God with countless people.  
She will be deeply missed by 
her religious community, family 
members and by all who have 
been touched by her life. 

A funeral Mass was 
celebrated April 15 at St. 
Elizabeth Church in Bristol, R.I.  
She was laid to rest at St. Mary's  
Cemetery, also in Bristol. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to: Sisters of St. 
Dorothy, 13 Monkey Wrench 
Lane, Bristol, R.I. 02809. 

Sister Mary Elizabeth 
Sardinha, SSD

March 21, 1934 – April 10, 2019

»Obituary



When I was about eight 
years old, I had an 
accident. I was at a 

birthday party and about to have 
my lunch. I remember that I was 
so excited – running while carry-
ing a glass soda bottle. Next thing 
I recall, I was bleeding from my 
chin aft er falling down. I also re-
member my mom tending to my 
wound and embracing me. As I 
cried in her loving arms, she told 
me I was going to be OK. Words 
I will never forget.

Th e injury left  me with a scar. 
Every time I look at myself in the 
mirror (which I avoid, as I get 
older) I see that scar on my chin. 
It is a reminder of that painful 
moment.

I think many can relate. 
Many of us have scars of injuries 
left  behind. Sometimes the scars 
are not physical; sometimes they 
are emotional or psychological. 
Either way, scars remind us of 
painful moments in our lives and 
the suff ering we’ve endured over 
the years.

Sometimes it’s what someone 
has said to us or did to us and how 
it made us feel that leaves a pro-
found scar in our hearts, minds 
and even the soul.  Sometimes 
the scars are from the betrayal of 
a friend, a relative or a co-worker. 
A person's judgment, bullying, 
rejection, abandonment or even 
someone’s death can leave deep 
scars in our lives. 

In the Gospel of John, the 
Risen Lord Jesus shows doubting 
Th omas the scars of the wounds 

of his painful crucifi xion and 
invites him to “put your fi nger 
here and see my hands, and bring 
your hand and put it into my 
side, and do not be unbelieving, 
but believe.” (Jn 20:27). 

Th omas answered and said 
to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus then said to him, “Have you 
come to believe because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.” 
(Jn 20:28-29). 

Th omas encounters the love 
of the risen Jesus and is forgiven 
for his unbelief. Jesus encour-
ages him to believe and doubt 
no more. Th omas responds “my 
Lord and my God” because his 
heart has been changed into a 
heart that can love once again.

Th omas encounters Jesus the 
wounded healer, the one pierced, 
the gentle healer of our souls. 

“In his Passover Christ 
opened to all men the fountain 
of baptism. He had already spo-
ken of his Passion, which he was 
about to suff er in Jerusalem, as a 
"baptism" with which he had to 
be baptized. Th e blood and wa-
ter that fl owed from the pierced 

side of the crucifi ed Jesus are 
types of Baptism and the Eucha-
rist, the sacraments of new life. 
From then on, it is possible "to 
be born of water and the Spirit" 
in order to enter the Kingdom of 
God.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 1225). 

Th e Risen Lord greets the 
apostles with “Peace be with 
you”, not with “where were you 
cowards, why did you abandon 
me, betray me or deny me?” He 
greets them in this manner in-
dicating that he forgives them. 
Th ey were hiding because they 
were afraid, they didn’t want to 
die like their master. Th e Lord 
Jesus, the one pierced, comes to 
bring them and us peace.

Th ere is a song by Michael 
Card and John Michael Tal-
bot (from the album Brother to 
Brother) called “Healer of My 
Soul.” Th e song, one of my fa-
vorites, reminds me of why Jesus 
came into the world: He came to 
heal the world. Th ese are the lyr-
ics to the song:

“Keeper of my soul, On 
rough course faring, Help and 
safeguard my means this night, 
Keeper of my soul; I am tired of 
stray and stumbling, Heal my 
soul from the snare of sin. Healer 
of my soul, Heal me at evening, 
Heal me at morning, Heal me at 
noon, Healer of my soul.”

St. Ambrose tells us that bap-
tism reminds us that we have 
been saved and redeemed by Je-
sus: “See where you are baptized, 
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Th e Word of God in the Life 
and Mission of the Church

MAY 5
Th ird Sunday                                  

of Easter 
Reading 1

ACTS 5:27-32, 40B-41

Responsorial Psalm
PS 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13

Reading 2
REV 5:11-14

Gospel
JN 21:1-19 

MAY 12
Fourth Sunday                                

of Easter 
Reading 1

ACTS 13:14, 43-52

Responsorial Psalm
PS 100:1-2, 3, 5

Reading 2
REV 7:9, 14B-17

Alleluia
JN 10:14

Gospel
JN 10:27-30

MAY 19
Fift h Sunday                                   

of Easter   

Reading 1
ACTS 14:21-27

Responsorial Psalm
PS 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13

Reading 2
REV 21:1-5A

Alleluia
JN 13:34

Gospel
JN 13:31-33A, 34-35

MAY 26
Sixth Sunday                                    

of Easter 

Reading 1
ACTS 15:1-2, 22-29

Responsorial Psalm
PS 67:2-3,5,6,8

Reading 2
REV 21:10-14, 22-23

Alleluia
JN 14:23

Gospel
JN 14:23-29

»Sunday 
Readings

EWTN News

St. Peregrine, like St. Paul, 
was in open defi ance of the 
Church as a youth. Once given 
the grace of conversion he be-
came one of the great saints of 
his time. 

St. Peregrine was born in 
1260 at Forlì, Italy to an affl  u-
ent family. As a youth, he was 
active in politics as a member 
of an anti-papal party. During 
one uprising, which the Pope 
sent St. Philip Benizi to mediate, 
Philip was struck in the face by 
Peregrine. When Philip off ered 
the other cheek, Peregrine was 
so overcome that he repented 
and converted to Catholicism. 
He changed his life and joined 
the Servite order.  

Peregrine was ordained a 
priest, and later returned to his 
home to establish a Servite com-
munity.  Th ere he was widely 
known for his preaching, pen-
ances, and counsel in the con-
fessional.  

Over time, Peregrine de-
veloped cancer of the foot. Th e 
wound became painful and dis-
eased and all medical treatment 
failed. Th e local surgeon deter-
mined amputation of the leg 
was called for.

Tradition has it that the 
night before surgery was sched-
uled, Peregrine spent much 
time in prayer before the cru-
cifi ed Jesus, asking God to heal 
him if it was God’s will to do 
so. Falling asleep at one point, 
Peregrine had a vision of the 
crucifi ed Jesus leaving the cross 
and touching his cancerous leg. 
When Peregrine awoke, the 
wound was healed and his foot 
and leg, seemingly miraculously 
cured, were saved. He lived an-
other 20 years.

He died on May 1, 1345 at 
the age of 80.   He is the patron 
saint of those who suff er from 
cancer.

His body rests in the Servite 
church of Forlì, the Basilica of 
St. Pellegrino Laziosi. Pope Paul 
V declared him blessed in 1609 
and Pope Benedict XIII canon-
ized him on Dec. 27, 1726. 

Spotlight on 
St. Peregrine 

»Feast Day 
May 1

Courtesy photo 

Each year, thousands of pilgrims visit 
a grotto dedicated to St. Peregrine, 
patron saint of those who have cancer, 
at the Sorrowful Mother Shrine in 
Bellevue, Ohio. 

A few years back, I gave a 
talk entitled “Th inking 
Th rough the Transgender 

Question” at a local parish. In the 
audience were several individu-
als supporting the transgender 
movement. During the question-
and-answer session, one of them, 
a young woman, raised this 
diffi  culty:  “If someone wants to 
transition, how does that hurt 
anybody else? If my friend wants 
to be transgender, how would 
that harm any of us?” 

Behind this line of argument, 
fi rst, is the widely held notion 
that each of us is an isolated unit 
and our private choices don’t 
aff ect others. Yet the old adage 
that no man is an island rings 
perennially true. Grave harms to 
others, in fact, follow in the wake 
of the radical personal decision to 
“switch genders.”

I recently spent some time 
with a husband and wife who had 
a son struggling with depression 
and schizophrenia and who was 
convinced he was a woman. Th ey 
shared with me how their son no 
longer spoke to any of his siblings 
or relatives, shutting everyone out 
of his life. He moved away to link 
up with the transgender commu-
nity at his college for support, and 
his parents summed up his new 
way of thinking as the detonation 
of a bomb that had ravaged the 
whole family.

Th at kind of devastation has 
been thoroughly catalogued by 
those who have gone all the way 
through the process of transition-
ing, and years or decades later 
come to regret it. 

Walt Heyer is one such indi-
vidual who turned to hormones 

and surgeries to try to take on the 
appearance of a woman. Many 
years later, he “detransitioned,” 
and started writing and speaking 
about his experiences. He has 
summarized the painful eff ects of 
his choices on those around him 
in several of his essays.

“Being transgender required 
destroying the identity of Walt so 
my female persona, Laura, would 
feel unshackled from Walt’s past, 
with all of its hurt, shame, and 
abuse,” he wrote. “It’s a marvel-
ous distraction for a while, but it 
isn’t a permanent solution when 
the underlying issues remain 
unaddressed. Gender change is 
at its heart a self-destructive act. 
Transgenders not only annihilate 
their birth identity, they destroy 
everyone and everything in their 
wake: family, wife, children, 
brothers or sisters, and career.”

Walt had been married for 
many years, but aft er transition-
ing, he and his wife divorced. 
Communication with his 
children ceased. He was fi red 
from his well-paying job as an 
engineer, and became practically 
destitute. Virtually all the signifi -
cant relationships in his life were 
damaged, some irretrievably.

In his essay, Walt follows the 
trail of breadcrumbs in his own 
life to its logical conclusion.

“It occurred to me aft er 

much self-refl ection that asking 
a surgeon to modify my appear-
ance through a series of cosmetic 
procedures was simply a socially 
acceptable means of self-muti-
lation and self-destruction,” he 
stated. “Taken to the extreme, 
self-destruction leads to suicide.”

Follow-up studies of those 
who undergo sex-change opera-
tions have shown that they expe-
rienced highly elevated suicide 
rates, even many years post-
surgery, revealing yet another of 
the grave harms associated with 
transitioning that brings untold 
heartache to family and friends, 
relatives and acquaintances.

Beyond wreaking havoc in 
the life of patients and those 
around them, other damaging 
societal consequences arise in the 
wake of transitioning. 

In a recent article in Public 
Discourse, Dr. Monique Robles, 
a pediatric critical care specialist, 
stresses how schools and institu-
tions of higher learning are now 
“enforcing the use of preferred 
gender pronouns and opening 
bathrooms and sports teams to 
students of the opposite biologi-
cal sex. Educators who refuse to 
comply are losing their jobs. 
Parents who do not agree with 
the trans-affi  rmative approach for 
their gender dysphoric children 
are faced with legal consequences. 
In the sports arena, biological 
males identifying as transgender 
are competing in women’s events 
with an unfair biological ad-
vantage. Biological females who 
claim to be male are allowed the 
unfair advantage of competing 
while taking testosterone, which 

Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the 
Diocese of Fall 
River, Mass. 

»Making Sense of Bioethics

Nobody gets hurt?

» Please see Bioethics p.15

Deacon
Luis Zuniga
Director, Offi  ce for 
Pastoral Planning 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

Th e scars are proof of His love 

» Please see Scars p. 16

Msgr. DaVola
continued from pg. 1

“He was a great servant 
of the Church, and a great 
promoter of justice,” he said.

Msgr. Diaz added that 
people knew Msgr. DaVola 
for his quick wit and his 
jokes. He was also a great 
homilist.

“Msgr. Bob believed in 
the words of the scripture; 
it was something he lived 
daily.”

Msgr. DaVola was 
preceded in death by 
his parents Mildred and 
Frederick DaVola of 
Rochester, N.Y. 

He is survived by his 
sisters Anna Mae Ororati 
and Patricia (Edward) 
LoPresto; brother Kenneth, 
and nieces and nephews.

Th e viewing and Rosary 
were held April 29 at St. 
Paul Church in Mission. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated by Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores April 30 at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of  
San Juan del Valle – National 
Shrine. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2019
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When: 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 29 
Where: Brother Francis 
Student Center, St. Joseph 
Academy, Brownsville  
Valedictorian: 
Mauricio Rodriguez
Salutatorian: 
Jessie Hainley 

St. Joseph Academy 

Juan Diego Academy 

Commencement 
Exercises  

When: 7 p.m., Friday, May 24
Where: Gymnasium, Juan 
Diego Academy, Mission
Valedictorian: 
Kayla Diandra Gonzalez
Salutatorian: 
Joseph Anthony Seiba

Commencement 
Exercises  

When: 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 22 
Where: UTRGV Plains 
Capital Bank Th eater, 
Edinburg  
Valedictorian: 
Greta Angulo 
Salutatorian: 
Gabriel De Erausquin 

Commencement 
Exercises  

Oratory Athenaeum  
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Catholic Extension 

MISSION —  La Lomita 
Mission is  at the center of a legal 
dispute that leaves the historic 
chapel in the enforcement zone 
on the south side of a border 
wall, separated from the com-
munity that worships there.

Th e tiny chapel, located just 
steps from the Rio Grande, is a 
place of great signifi cance for 
Catholics in the Valley.

Known locally as the "cow-
boy priest," Father Roy Snipes 
is a Stetson-wearing priest with 
a penchant for Lone Star beer 
and rescue dogs. Th ough his 
horseriding is mostly confi ned to 
the yearly citrus parade in down-
town Mission, Father Snipes is 
a member of the Oblate priests, 
who arrived in South Texas in 
the late 1800s and were quickly 
dubbed the “Cavalry of Christ.”

Th e chapel is personally sa-
cred to him, as he took his fi nal 
vows there as a religious priest 
in 1980. As the legal battle en-
sues, Father Snipes has become 
known nationally for his folksy 
and eloquent defense of La Lo-
mita chapel as a sacred place that 
is to be preserved. Here is how 
he described the chapel on NPR:

"If I was a poet, I couldn't 

describe it well enough. It's just 
a serene, beautiful place. Th e old 
Oblates used to come and say 
Mass there on the — that was the 
— kind of the Mission trails ... It 
reminds us that we come from 
a long line of love and faith and 
hope." 

Catholic Extension’s very 
fi rst grant in 1906 went to La Lo-
mita. Since then, the non-profi t 
organization has granted nearly 
$175 million in support to Cath-
olic dioceses in the state of Texas, 
where the Catholic Church is 
rapidly growing.

Catholic Extension supports 
Father Snipes’ legal pursuit of 
religious freedom and will honor 

him this year as a nominee for 
the Lumen Christ Award, the 
organization’s highest national 
honor.

Father Snipes is a refl ection 
of the fl ock he serves in  South 
Texas: strong, convicted and 
willing to stand on his beliefs. 
He reminds us that courage and 
conviction are strong core values 
worth fi ghting for. 

Every year, Catholics in Mis-
sion, lead a four-mile-procession 
to La Lomita Mission as an ex-
pression of faith on Palm Sunday. 
Th is year thousands of people at-
tended the procession to show 
their support for the church.

Father Snipes nominated 
for Lumen Christi Award

'Cowboy priest' 
leading the charge 
to protect chapel 
from border wall  

Catholic Extension

Father Roy Snipes of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, pastor of Our Lady 
of Guaddalupe Parish in Mission, is a fi nalist for Catholic Extension's Lumen Christi 
Award, the organization's highest honor. 

with Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph. D leading us in prayer

Courtesy photo

St. Paul Catholic Church in Mission has just fi nished its ninth annual Lenten Fish Fry 
with a cooking crew comprising members of the Knights of Columbus Council 2698. 
Cook chairman Rodolfo “Rudy” Garcia said parishioners, Winter Texans and Mission 
residents ate lots of fi sh and made the fundraiser a success, with all money made 
going to the church.

Lenten Fish Fry 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Julie Hernández, Mobile Journalist/The Valley Catholic 

The Parish of the Lord of Divine Mercy in Brownsville marked its patronal feast on April 
28 with a neighborhood procession, followed by praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
and an outdoor Mass celebrated by Bishop Daniel E. Flores. The event also featured 
matachines, a sand painting depicting God's mercy and forgiveness and a community 
fi esta.  



provides an array of services to 
the myriad offi  ces of the diocese.

“We are a ministry at the 
service of all ministries,” Riojas 
said. “We support our bishops, 
71 parishes, 44 missions, a mi-
nor basilica, 12 schools, and all 
diocesan departments and chari-

table groups such as the Offi  ce of 
Catechesis, Offi  ce of Family Life 
and Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley.”

“We also partner with other 
organizations with our shared 
mission such as the McAllen 
Pregnancy Center, Serra Club, 
and the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas,” she said. 

Th e team also performs out-
reach to secular media and the 

diocese’s community partners to 
share the Good News to others 
outside the Church. 

Contributions to the collec-
tion on June 1-2 will help provide 
the communications team with 
needed equipment and defray 
production costs.

Th e diocese, which includes 
Starr, Hidalgo, Willacy and Cam-
eron counties, is home to almost 
1.2 million Catholics.  
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»Birthday & Anniversary Wishes

May

» Birthdays
  2 Msgr. Luis Javier Garcia, JCL  
  5 Rev. Jose Villalon, Jr.  
  7 Rev. Juan Manuel Salazar
14 Rev. Jorge A. Gomez 
23 Rev. Roy Lee Snipes, OMI
24 Rev. Gregory Kuczmanski
25 Rev. Michael Amesse, OMI
27 Rev. Francisco J. Solis

 3 Deacon Cruz Carlos 
 5 Deacon Jose A. Bernal 
 7 Deacon Antonio Osorio
10 Deacon Juan Pablo Navarro
14 Deacon Roberto Cantu
14 Deacon Julio Ibarra 
14 Deacon Josh Ramirez
21 Deacon Juan M. Delgado
24 Deacon Jose Peralez III

 3 Brother Orlando Rivera, MSC
 7 Sister Th erese Cunningham, SHSp
 8 Sister Mary Ann Hayden, MM
 8 Brother Mario Nagy, OFM 
10 Sister Emily Perez, OP 
26 Sister Licy George, MSMI

» Anniversaries 
  5 Msgr. Gustavo Barrera  
10 Rev. Michael Amesse, OMI 
11 Rev. Msgr. Louis Brum
11 Rev. Tomás Sepulveda, CSB
12 Rev. Raju Antonisamy, OMI
15 Rev. Paul Roman, FSSP 
16 Rev. Th omas Luczak, OFM
23 Rev. Alejandro Flores
23 Rev. George Gonzalez
23 Rev. Miguel Angel Ortega 
24 Rev. Gregory Kuczmanski
25 Rev. Arturo Castillo 
25 Rev. Eduardo Gomez 
25 Rev. Juan Manuel Salazar 
25 Rev. Juan Pablo Davalos
25 Rev. Juan Pablo Robles
25 Rev. Juan Rogelio Gutierrez
25 Bishop Raymundo J. Peña  
26 Rev. Oliver Angel, JCL  
26 Rev. Andres Gutierrez
26 Rev. Jesus Paredes   
26 Rev. Luis Roberto Tinajero
26 Rev. Martin De La Cruz
26 Rev. Ruben Delgado 
27 Rev. Eduardo Ortega 
27 Rev. Francisco J. Solis 
27 Rev. Gerald Frank 
27 Rev. Gregory Labus 
27 Rev. Mario Castro
27 Rev. Oscar O. Siordia

27 Rev. Joshua Carlos 
27 Rev. Leonel Rodriguez
27 Rev. Joel Flores
27 Rev. Ricardo Chavez
28 Rev. Alfonso Guevara
29 Rev. Ignacio Tapia
29 Rev. Jorge A. Gomez
29 Rev. Luis Fernando Sanchez  
29 Rev. Kevin Collins, OMI
30 Rev. Jesus G. Garza
30 Rev. Rene Gaytan 
31 Rev. Amador Garza
31 Rev. Ernesto Magallon
31 Rev. Mishael Koday
31 Rev. Terrence Gorski, OFM

  5  Deacon Bruno Cedillo 
  5  Deacon Jose R. Castro 
  5 Deacon Juan M. Delgado 
  5  Deacon John P. Kinch 
  5  Deacon Alvino Olvera 
  5  Deacon Arturo Rodriguez 
  5 Deacon Benito Saenz Jr. 

12  Deacon Agapito Cantu 
12 Deacon Roberto Cantu 
12 Deacon Julio Castilleja 
12 Deacon Alberto X. Chapa 
12 Deacon Augusto Chapa Jr. 
12 Deacon Hugo De la Cruz 
12 Deacon Jose P. Galvan 
12 Deacon Alejandro Gamboa 
12 Deacon Francisco Garza 
12 Deacon Jose G. Garza 
12 Deacon Ramon Leal 
12 Deacon Roberto Ledesma 
12  Deacon Gilberto Lopez 
12  Deacon Ruben Lopez 
12 Deacon Juan P. Navarro 
12 Deacon Hector Perez 
12  Deacon Eduardo Reyna 
12 Deacon Salvador Rojas 
12  Deacon Salvador Saldivar 
12  Deacon Manuel Sanchez 
12  Deacon Pedro F. Sanchez 
12  Deacon Felipe F. Treviño 
12  Deacon Juan Valenzuela 
12  Deacon Rene Villalon 
12  Deacon Daniel Zamora
17 Deacon Jesus E. Aguayo
17  Deacon Alfred Crixell
17  Deacon Alejandro Flores
17  Deacon Benito Flores
17  Deacon Juan F. Gonzalez
17  Deacon Jose Guerra
17  Deacon Louis Oden
17  Deacon Israel Sagredo
17  Deacon Rodolfo C. Salinas
17  Deacon Heriberto Solis
18 Deacon Genaro Ibarra
28 Deacon Felipe Almendarez

Th e list of birthdays and ordination anniversaries is provided 
so that parishioners may remember the priests, deacons and 

religious in their prayers and send them a note or a card.

Communication
continued from pg. 1

Covering the Life of the Church

Did you know?

When you can’t be there in person, 
our Communications team 

is there to bring you 
closer to the story.

Fifty percent 
of funds raised 
from the Catholic 
Communication 
Campaign stay 
here in the diocese. 
The other 50 percent support projects across the US and 
in developing countries. 

Please prayerfully consider how much you can give for 
the second collection the weekend of June 1-2 to help 
spread the Gospel in the U.S. and around the world and 
closer to home here in the Rio Grande Valley.

"I am very 
grateful to the 
Communications 
offi ce in the 
diocese for always 
supporting us 
in our mission 

to extend the Gospel of Life. The 
Communications team is always 
working to help us out get the 
message out and promote the 
dignity of human life." 

 - Father Derlis Garcia,
Director of the Pro-Life Apostolate 

"The last three 
videos for our 
Catholic School 
Spirit Awards 
have been 
produced by the 
Communications 

team. They are right there to help 
us produce, advise us, encourage 
us with anything related to 
videos, social media, mobile 
journalism training, interviews and 
promotions. 

 - Sister Cynthia A. Mello, SSD 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools  

Help us share the Good News
Contribute generously to the Second Collection

June 1-2, 2019
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Those Who  Serve: Sister Mary Lucy Ugo, DDL 

She 'reminds us to be grateful for the little miracles around us' 

Good Shepherd Travel

By ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic 

EDINBURG — Sister Mary 
Lucy Ugo of the Daughters of 
Divine Love was honored with a 
DHR Health Hero Award by her 
peers at Doctors Hospital at Re-
naissance in Edinburg where she 
serves as a chaplain.  

DHR Health Heroes are 
nominated by their peers for go-
ing above and beyond while car-
ing for patients. 

Sister Ugo provides pastoral 
care for the entire hospital com-
plex, but it was her co-workers in 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU) at the Women’s Hospital 
at Renaissance who nominated 
her for the honor.

“I enjoy attending to all the 
patients but I do love the little 
ones,” Sister Ugo said in an inter-
view with Th e Valley Catholic.  

In their nomination letter, 
Sister Ugo’s co-workers Alan 
Esmilla and Gaby Reyna wrote, 
“Sister Lucy comes and visits 
every day to the NICU at the 
Women’s Hospital at Renais-
sance. She goes crib by crib, in 
both fl oors, praying for each 
one of our little patients, and she 
prays not only for the baby, she 
prays with every family, mother, 
father or grandparent, regardless 

their faith denomination, giving 
them strength in hard moments.”

Th e letter continues, “Sis-
ter Lucy always makes time to 

hold the NICU staff ’s hands for 
a moment, and prays with the 
nurses, aides, support team and 
the doctors, to give us a moment 

of peace, to ask for the wisdom 
to carry out the treatments for 
the patients, to give us strength 
to support the families of our 
babies, and to receive the gift  
of healing in our hands. Sister 
Lucy supports and prays with 
the mothers, encouraging them 
to breastfeed and to be in con-
tact with their babies as much as 
possible, praises them for their 
hard work, and reminds us to 
be grateful for the little miracles 
around us.”  

“You can’t imagine the love 
her co-workers and the patients 
have for her,” said Yolanda Car-
rillo, director of the Offi  ce of 
Health Ministry for diocese, who 
oversees the Catholic chaplains 
serving in Rio Grande Valley 
hospitals. “She is a living bless-
ing to all of them. She breaks the 
routine and the hectic pace of 
the hospital and activates a sense 
of calm and prayer — that’s the 
value she brings to the work-
place." 

A native of Nguru, Nigeria, 
Sister Ugo, 67, has served as a 
chaplain in the diocese for 15 
years. 

“Th e Valley and Nigeria are 
very diff erent – the climate, the 
culture, the language, everything 
– but I love it here,” she said. 

Sister Ugo entered the com-
munity of Daughters of Divine 
Love at the age of 14 and made 
her fi rst profession in 1977. 

“I met the Daughters of Di-
vine Love when I was in elemen-
tary school,” she said. “Th ey 
gave a presentation and took the 

names and contact information 
of the girls who were discern-
ing a call to religious life. At the 
time, I said I was not interested, 
but eventually, I was longing to 
go.” 

Sister Ugo and her best friend 
joined the Daughters of Divine 
Love together. Th ey both wanted 
to help the people in their coun-
try who were enduring diffi  cult 
times as Nigeria was in the midst 
of a violent civil war. She served 
in her country for several years 
before being called to the United 
States. She served primarily as a 
teacher in Chicago before com-
ing to the Rio Grande Valley. 

Serving as a hospital chap-
lain has its moments of sadness 
and its moments of joy, Sister 
Ugo said, but it is a rewarding 
ministry.  

Sister Ugo was recently 
called to the bedside of a woman 
who was preparing to go into 
major surgery. Th e woman was 
extremely scared so she and Sis-
ter Ugo prayed together. 

“We commended ourselves 
to the Lord’s hands,” Sister Ugo 
said. “I ran into the woman’s 
daughter the next day and she 
said, ‘My mama wants to see 
you.’ I went there and the woman 
had made it through the surgery 
very well and was feeling much 
better. She wanted to say thank 
you to me.

“We bring much comfort to 
those who are suff ering; we bring 
the presence of God into the 
hospital. It’s not human’s work 
you are doing, it’s God’s work.”  

Courtesy photo

Sister Mary Lucy Ugo of the Daughters of Divine Love was honored by her peers at 
Doctors Hospital at Renaisance in Edinburg for going above and beyond in caring 
for her patients. 

Chaplain, religious 
sister honored by 
her peers at DHR 



 

First Year: 
 

□ Theology of Ministry 
□ Introduction to Theology 
□ Christology 
□ Introduction to Philosophy 
□ Biblical Studies I (OT) 
□ Ecclesiology 
□ Sacramental Theology 
□ Liturgy & Worship 

□ 

 
Second Year: 
 

□ Catholic Social Teaching 
□ Biblical Studies II (NT) 
□ Christian Prayer 
□ Church History 
□ Catholic Spirituality 
□ Christian Morality 
□ Pastoral Skills 
□ Catholicism & World  
    Religions 

Catholic Diocese of Brownsville 
  

San Juan Diego Diocesan Lay Ministry Institute     
          

Call Claudia Zapata at (956) 784-5059 czapata@cdob.org   

Are you being called to Lay Leadership?   
Would you like to become a Certified Lay Ecclesial Minister?  

“Called and sent into the Vineyard of the Lord.” (Mt. 20:1-2) 

Third Year:  Certification in           
Specialized Area of Ministry             

“Servant Leadership” 

Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord expresses 
the bishops' strong desire for the fruitful 

collaboration of ordained and lay ministers who, in 
distinct but complementary ways, continue in the 

Church the saving mission of Christ for the world, 
his vineyard.  
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can sit back and admire it from a 
distance but because I want it to 
be inside of you.’  

Bishop Flores continued, 
“Because the mystery of his 
grace, of the outpouring of the 
love of God, which is the mystery 
we celebrate in Holy Week, Easter 
and Pentecost, is the mystery of 
the God who desperately wants 
to be the breath of your life, so 
that God’s life can be our life, 
inside of us. So when I confi rm 
you, yes, I’ll put the oil on your 
forehead and I’ll say, ‘be sealed 
with gift  of the Holy Spirit,’ but 
that’s the sign. What Christ is 
doing at that moment is he is 
breathing on you and he says, 
‘breathe in, that’s why I came.’ 
Don’t let it pass you by … the 

magnifi cence of his mercy, the 
grandeur of his goodness, can be 
a part of you, a part of me.” 

Th e third Gospel to which 
Bishop Flores referred was the 
reading from Pentecost Sunday.

“Th e sign is given, the Spirit 
is now a public manifestation, 
the Spirit comes upon the 
disciples,” the bishop said.  “At 
this point, Jesus is sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, but he is 
still breathing it.”

Th e bishop continued, 
“Somebody asked me, ‘why did 
Jesus die on the Cross?’ Th e 
answer is so he could give us 
the Spirit. Why did Jesus rise 
from the dead? So he could 
breathe on us the Spirit because 
he wants us to be a people of his 
mercy and a people of his love, 
that’s why he does it, because the 
Spirit is the Christ alive. It’s the 
Risen Christ. It’s so you can live 
the Resurrection now. It’s not 

enough to say ‘I believe Jesus 
rose from the dead, I want to get 
to heaven.’ Faith alone will not 
save us. It is the teaching of the 
Holy Catholic faith that charity 
and love saves us. Love is the root 
of faith. I believe God has given 
himself to me this way. I breathe 
it in and now I must breathe it 
out in this world. It’s not enough 
to say I believe it. You have to 
breathe it and live it and the love 
that you share with one another. 
Love the Lord your God with all 
your might, heart and soul and 
your neighbor as yourself — take 
the neighbor as yourself business 
very seriously, very seriously.”  

Bishop Flores concluded, 
“Love is a gift  from the God who 
loves you and all he asks is that 
you learn how to give it to each 
other. Th at’s why tonight, seated 
at the right of the hand of the 
Father, he breathes on you.”  

Confi rmation
continued from pg. 1

Bishop Daniel E. Flores' Twitter account @bpdfl ores

Bishop Daniel E. Flores celebrated Confi rmation Masses at: 1. Holy Spirit Parish in McAllen, April 10. 2. Parish of the Lord of 
Divine Mercy in Brownsville, April 27. 3. and at Our Heavenly Father Parish in Olmito, April 4. 4. Msgr. Pedro Briseño presents 
the candidates at St. Cecilia Parish in Los Fresnos for Confi rmation April 25. In the Sacrament of Confi rmation, the Holy Spirit 
completes the grace of baptism and offers the newly confi rmed strength as a true witness of Christ. Thus, the newly confi rmed 
is “more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church #1285).

 1  2

 3

 4

"Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord expresses 
the bishops' strong desire for the fruitful 

collaboration of ordained and lay ministers who, in 
distinct but complementary ways, continue in the 
Church the saving mission of Christ for the world, 

his vineyard."
(2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)
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'El Espíritu está en ustedes'
Por ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic

En abril, el obispo Daniel E. Flores y el 
obispo auxiliar Mario A. Avilés, C.O., co-
menzaron a administrar el sacramento de 
confi rmación a lo largo de las parroquias 
de la diócesis.

El 10 de abril, el obispo Flores visitó 
la Parroquia del Espíritu Santo en McAl-
len. En su homilía, el obispo habló sobre 
tres ocasiones en las Sagradas Escrituras 
donde Dios “nos da el Espíritu” –en la lec-
tura del evangelio proclamada el Viernes 
Santo, la del segundo domingo de Pascua 
y en la de Pentecostés.

 “Ahora, cuando escuchen esas pal-
abras leídas durante la misa, ustedes sa-
brán que el Espíritu está en ustedes”, “Es 
por eso que Él pone ese soplo en ustedes, 
para que así ustedes puedan ver al Espíritu 
Santo esta noche al ser confi rmados”.

Él continuó diciendo: “El primero es 
en la cruz, donde Él expira su último alien-
to, ese aliento no se va con el viento, se va 
hacia adentro de  nosotros. El Señor no 
dijo, -les estoy dando cinco dólares para ir 
al cine. Él dijo les estoy dando mi vida. No 
tengo nada más que darles”.

La segunda ocasión es recordada en el 
evangelio del segundo domingo de Pascua 
o el domingo de la Divina Misericordia 
cuando los discípulos, por miedo a los 
judíos, se encierran en un cuarto. Jesús se 
les aparece detrás de la puerta cerrada y les 
dice: “La paz esté con ustedes”.

 “Y la Sagrada Escritura dice, -y en-
tonces Él sopló sobre ellos”, -dijo el obispo 
Flores. “Ahí está de nuevo –Él sopló sobre 
ellos. Todo se trata de su soplo y Él dijo: - 

Reciban al Espíritu Santo -. Una vez más, 
Dios en el cielo, que quiere mostrarnos de 
que se trata Él – Cristo hecho carne – Él 
nos muestra lo profundo que es su amor. – 
Se los doy gratuitamente, les doy todo, no 
les estoy dando algo, les estoy dando todo, 
pero no sólo para que se sienten y lo ad-
miren a distancia, sino porque quiero que 
esté dentro, en ustedes –”. 

El obispo Flores continuó, “Porque 
el misterio de su gracia, de la efusión del 
amor de Dios, el cual es el misterio que 
celebramos en la Semana Santa, Pascua 

y Pentecostés, es el misterio del Dios que 
quiere desesperadamente ser el soplo de tu 
vida, para que así la vida de Dios pueda ser 
nuestra vida dentro de nosotros. Así, cu-
ando yo los confi rme, sí, yo ungiré aceite 
en su frente y diré: -sean sellados con el 
regalo del Espíritu Santo -, pero ese es el 
signo. Lo que Cristo está realmente haci-
endo en ese momento, Él está enviando su 
soplo sobre ustedes y les dice: - No lo dejen 
ir … la magnifi cencia de su misericordia, 
la grandeza de su bondad, puede ser parte 
de ustedes, una parte de mí”.

El tercer evangelio al que se refi rió el 
obispo Flores era la lectura del domingo de 
Pentecostés.

 “La señal está dada, el Espíritu es aho-
ra una manifestación pública, el Espíritu 
desciende sobre los discípulos”, - dice el 
obispo. “En este punto, Jesús ya está sen-
tado a la derecha del Padre, pero aún está 
enviando su soplo”.

El obispo continuó, “Alguien me pre-
guntó, - ¿Por qué Jesús murió en la cruz? 
– La respuesta es para que así pudiera dar-
nos al Espíritu. - ¿Por qué Jesús resucitó 
de entre los muertos? Para que así pudiera 
exhalar en nosotros el soplo del Espíritu 
porque Él quiere que seamos gente de su 
misericordia y  gente de su amor, es por 
eso que Él hace eso, porque el Espíritu es 
el Cristo vivo. Es el Cristo resucitado. Para 
que así puedas vivir la resurrección ahora. 
No es sufi ciente decir: - Yo creo que Jesús 
resucitó de entre los muertos, Yo quiero 
llegar al cielo-. La fe por sí sola no nos 
salvará. El amor es la raíz de la fe. Yo creo 
que Dios se ha dado a si mismo a mí de 
esta manera. Yo lo respiro hacia adentro y 
ahora debo exhalarlo hacia afuera en este 
mundo. No es sufi ciente decir yo lo creo. 
Tienes que respirarlo y vivirlo en el amor 
que se comparten unos a otros. Ama al 
Señor tu Dios con toda tu mente, corazón 
y alma y a tu prójimo como a ti mismo – 
Tomar al prójimo como a ti mismo es algo 
muy en serio, muy en serio”.

El obispo Flores concluyó, “El amor 
es un regalo del Dios que te ama y todo 
lo que pide es que aprendamos a darnos 
ese amor unos a otros, es por eso que esta 
noche, sentado a la derecha del Padre, Él 
da su respiro sobre ti”.

La Sagrada Escritura nos dice, por medio de Jesús, 
nosotros recibimos el don del Espíritu Santo 

The Valley Catholic 

Recibieron el Sacramento de la Confi rmación un grupo de jóvenes el 10 de abril en una misa celebrada 
por el Señor Obispo Daniel E. Flores en la Parroquia del Espiritu Santo en McAllen.  

EL SACRAMENTO DE CONFIRMACIÓN
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Prevención si, aprensión no
» La Alegría de Vivir

El centro de convenciones 
de la Isla del Padre está 
lleno de meteorólogos, 

estadistas del clima, y afi cionados 
a seguir los fenómenos 
meteorológicos, pues pronto 
comienza ofi cialmente la 
temporada de huracanes. 

Si recordamos las recientes 
imágenes de inundaciones el 
medio oeste, por el desborde 
de los diques que resultan 
insufi cientes para contener la 
crecida de los ríos después de 
excesivas lluvias más el deshielo 
de la gran cantidad de nieve 
que se registró en el invierno, 
comprendemos que todos los 
fenómenos meteorológicos 
esta relacionados y que la frase 
popular “que Dios nos agarre 
confesados” aplica perfectamente 
cuando estamos enfrentados a la 
fuerza de la naturaleza. 

Algo muy importante 
que debemos observar en 
nuestro comportamiento es: 
que tanto nos preocupamos y 
que otro tanto nos ocupamos 
sobre este tema. No saber con 
certeza que va a suceder nos 
crea incertidumbre, y aunado 
a la alimentación constante de 
alarmas, avisos, recolección 
y detalles de otros grandes 
huracanas en nuestra zona, 
puede llevar a cualquiera a un 
estado de excitación nerviosa, 
llegando en algunos casos hasta 
el pánico. 

Prueba de esto son las 
compras exageradas de comida 
perecedera que hacen muchas 
personas, sin detenerse un 
momento a pensar que lo más 
común en una tempestad es 
que perdamos el uso de la 
electricidad por algún periodo 
de tiempo, lo cual echaría a 
perder toda esa comida extra 
en las refrigeradoras. Debemos 
usar la lógica y el sentido 
común, prepararnos si, pero 
no obsesionarnos y llegar a 
comportamientos extremistas.  

Otra preocupación constante 
es la salud, la propia y la de 
nuestros seres queridos, en 
especial nuestros padres que son 
cada día más viejos. Sabemos 
que estamos expuestos a toda 
clase de virus y bacterias que 
existen en el ambiente, y poco 

podemos hacer para protegernos 
de contagio, pero si podemos 
tener una actitud positiva 
frente a las enfermedades y 
aliviar un poco nuestra mente 
de tanta preocupación, pues 
el preocuparse obsesivamente, 
además de ser una perdida de 
tiempo, puede llevar en casos 
extremos al infarto, pues la 
gente que vive preocupada sufre 
un gran desgaste emocional, 
que afecta su vida personal 
y su trabajo, al estar siempre 
fatigados e irritables. Si las 
personas pasan horas del día 
imaginando situaciones que 
pueden pasar y dañar a sus seres 
queridos, es normal que estén 
alterados, que puedan sufrir de 
ansiedad y ataques de pánico, y 
se ha comprobado que son más 
propensos a enfermedades por 
tener un sistema inmunológico 
frágil debido a tanto estrés.  

Debemos aprender a 
ocuparnos en lugar de solo 
preocuparnos, de tal modo 
que actuemos usando como 
propulsor la preocupación que 
tenemos, y logremos solucionar 
cosas en nuestra vida, en lugar 
de “apanicarse”, aprendamos a 
canalizan esas preocupaciones 
en acciones, para hacernos cargo 
de la situación, y están siempre 
preparados para cualquier 
contingencia. Es importante 
que sepamos diferenciar las 
cosas que podemos controlar 
y las que se encuentran fuera 
de nuestro alcance, cuando 
creemos que Dios se hará 
cargo de aquellas cosas que no 
podemos controlar y tenemos 
fe que nos dará la fortaleza para 
enfrentar las cosas que pone 
en nuestras manos, la vida se 
enfrenta con tranquilidad, sin 
tanta preocupación. Alguien 
dijo, y dijo bien, “Hagamos lo 
importante primero y después lo 
urgente”.

Msgr. Juan 
Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado 
de la Diócesis de 
Brownsville 

»Vida Familiar
María, Madre de Jesus y Madre de todos

Lydia Pesina
Directora, Ofi cina 
de Vida Familiar

Durante siglos, la Iglesia 
Catolica ha reservado 
el mes de Mayo para 

honrar a María, Madre de Dios. 
Es muy apropiado que como 
Iglesia recordemos, honremos 
y celebremos siempre a María 
porque ella, quien es madre de 
Jesus, es tambien madre nuestra. 
Uno de los lazos mas grandes 
que existe entre dos seres hu-
manos es el de una madre y su 
hijo(a). Como madre adoptiva, 
creo que ese lazo puede ser tan 
fuerte como el de la madre bio-
logica. María de Nazareth dio a 
luz solo a Jesus, y sin embargo 
tambien es nuestra madre.

El Papa Francisco, en un 
discurso del 4 de Mayo del 2013, 
declaró "María es la madre, y 
una madre se preocupa sobre 
todo por la salud de sus hijos, 
ella siempre sabe como cuidar-
los con gran amor y ternura. 
Nuestra Señora custodia nuestra 
salud. ¿Que signifi ca que 
Nuestra Señora custodie nuestra 
salud? Yo pienso que son sobre 
todo tres cosas: ella nos ayuda a 
crecer, a enfrentar la vida, a ser 
libres."’

Mayo es quizas un buen 
tiempo para refl exionar sobre 
como nuestra Madre Bendita ha 
afectado nuestra vida durante la 
niñez, adolescencia, adultez jo-
ven y mas alla. En mi caso, “me 
dieron a conocer” a María por 
varias vias: fotos de la Sagrada 
Familia en tarjetas de Navidad; 
las canciones Maríanas que can-
taba mi abuela Clara mientras 
cocinaba, como “Adiós reina del 
Cielo, Madre del Salvador…” y 
el ver a mi abuelo Dionicio rezar 
diariamente el Rosario. Recu-
erdo acompañar a mi abuela a 
la Iglesia Santa Margarita para 
ofrecer fl ores a María en el mes 
de Mayo y mi participacion en 
la Legion de María durante la 
Secundaria y Preparatoria. Du-
rante años, sin embargo, pienso 
que no valore como debia a 
nuestra Madre Santisima, pero 
esas primeras experiencias me 

ayudaron a restablecer una re-
lacion con ella. Como una gran 
madre, ella siempre estaba ahi 
para acompañarme, interceder 
por mi y ayudarme. Hoy en dia 
rezo el Rosario con mi esposo 
durante nuestras caminatas y 
siento su intercesión mientras 
pedimos guia para servir a 
nuestra familia, iglesia y comu-
nidad.

El papa Francisco nos 
recuerda "Ella es la mujer de la 
oracion y el trabajo en Nazareth, 
y tambien es Nuestra Señora 
del Socorro, quien parte de su 
pueblo “a prisa” (Lc 1:39) para 
servir a los demas. Esta interac-
cion de justicia y ternura, de 
contemplacion y preocupacion 
por los otros, es lo que lleva a 
la comunidad eclesial a mirar 
a María como un modelo de 
Evangelización."(Papa Francisco, 
La Alegría del Evangelio, 288)

El testimonio de María 
resume lo que signifi ca conocer, 
amar y servir a Dios cuando 
servimos a nuestra familia, 
cuando servimos a la Iglesia y la 
comunidad, y cuando servimos 
a los más necesitados. 

La universalidad de María 
se hace evidente en las tantas 
devociones Maríanas atraves 
de los tiempos y alrededor del 
mundo. Su aparición física en 
las Américas en el 1530 cuando 
se apareció a San Juan Diego 
dejando su imagen en su “tilma”, 
ha sobrevivido los elemen-
tos, el fuego, y el escrutinio 
de científi cos que no pueden 
explicar su durabilidad, mucho 
menos entender el signifi cado 
contenido en los símbolos que 
ella dejo impresos para proteger, 

convertir y liberar a un pueblo 
en necesidad. 

Abundan las devociones a 
nuestra Madre Santísima aquí 
en los Estados Unidos y en 
muchos países de Latinoaméri-
ca: La Inmaculada Concepcion: 
Estados Unidos y España; Nues-
tra Señora de la Caridad del 
Cobre: Cuba; Nuestra Señora 
del Rosario: Guatemala; Nuestra 
Señora de Copacabana: Bo-
livia; Virgen del Carmen: Chile; 
Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia: 
Republica Dominicana; Nuestra 
Señora de la Paz: El Salvador; 
Purísima Concepcion de María: 
Nicaragua; Nuestra Señora de 
la Divina Providencia: Puerto 
Rico; y Nuestra Señora de la 
Merced: Perú.  

Y aqui en nuestra Diocesis 
de Brownsville, tenemos el 
hermoso Santuario Nacional de 
la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
San Juan del Valle, que recibe 
muchos peregrinos de cerca y 
de lejos. Yo disfruto ver a las 
familias jovenes trayendo a sus 
niños a la Basilica para orar 
por proteccion y guia antes de 
empezar un nuevo año escolar. 
¡Estas familias son un testimo-
nio maravilloso!

"María es una presencia 
dulce y tranquilizadora. En su 
estilo discreto, ella nos da paz y 
esperanza a todos, tanto en los 
momentos felices como en los 
tristes de la vida. En Iglesias, 
capillas o en paredes de edifi cios 
podemos encontrar una pintura, 
un mosaico o una estatua como 
un recordatorio de la presencia 
de la Madre, que continu-
amente vela por sus hijos"(Papa 
Benedicto XVI, Homilía del 8 de 
Diciembre del 2009)

Rezo para que como 
comunidad de creyentes, nos 
ayudemos en compartir nuestra 
devocion a la Madre Santisima 
con nuestros hijos y nietos, y 
que asi ellos también sepan que 
nuestra Madre, su Madre, vela 
por ellos. 

Por ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic 

José Luis Hernández, Pedro 
Hernández y Roberto Moreno 
Jr. se ordenarán al diaconado 
transitorio por el obispo Daniel 
E. Flores a las 6:00 p.m. el vi-
ernes 31 de mayo en la Basílica 
de Nuestra Señora de San Juan 
del Valle (Santuario Nacional).

Como diáconos transitorios, 
los aspirantes reciben el sacra-
mento de la Santa Orden y  se 
convierten en miembros del 
clero. Ellos pueden celebrar bau-
tizos, funerales y bodas, procla-
mar el evangelio en misa y dar 
la homilía, junto con otros ritos 
religiosos y responsabilidades.

Los aspirantes hicieron su 
Profesión de Fe y tomaron el 
voto de fi delidad  el 5 de abril 
en el seminario de St. Mary's en 
Houston, donde llevaron a cabo 

su formación.
Los aspiran-

tes hicieron su 
Profesión de Fe y 
tomaron el voto 
de fi delidad  el 
5 de abril en el 
seminario de St. 
Mary's en Hous-
ton, donde ll-
evaron a cabo su 
formación.

D u r a n t e 
esta ceremonia, 
cada uno declara 
públ i c ame nte 
que se man-
tienen fi rmes en 
la fe que la igle-
sia cree y enseña. 
Mientras ponen 
su mano sobre 
los evangelios, 
le piden a Dios 
por su ayuda, al 
tiempo que ellos 
en obediencia 

cristiana, encomiendan su servi-
cio a Dios y a su iglesia.

Este es El último paso re-
querido para todos los que van a 

tomar la Sagrada Orden.
La ordenación al diaconado 

transitorio está dentro de los 
últimos pasos a tomar para el 
sacerdocio. Signifi ca que los as-
pirantes han completado, o casi 
completado, sus estudios para el 
sacerdocio.

Está proyectado que los tres 
aspirantes se ordenen al santo 
sacerdocio en el 2020.

José Luis Hernández de Mis-
sion es hijo de José Luis y Teresa 
Hernández. Es egresado de Tex-
as A&M University en College 
Station.

Pedro Hernández de Har-
lingen es hijo de José y María 
Hernández. Él obtuvo la licen-
ciatura en Filosofía y Letras en la 
Universidad de Dallas mientras 
que su formación la hicieron 
en el seminario de la Santísima 
Trinidad en Dallas.

Roberto Moreno Jr., de 
Weslaco es hijo se Roberto 
Moreno y Mirella C. Solis. Es 
egresado de la Universidad de 
Texas - Pan American en Ed-
inburg con licenciatura en bi-
ología.

Tres seminaristas darán los 
pasos fi nales hacia el sacerdocio

J. Hernández

P. Hernández

R. Moreno 

Serán ordenados 
al diaconado 
transitorio 
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Thank you, Elias and Delia Bazan

Como el pueblo de Dios, cada 
uno de nosotros está llamado a cel-
ebrar, promover, y, si es necesario, 
defender la vida y la dignidad de to-
das personas.  Tenemos que tratar a 
cada persona con respecto, y hacer 
lo posible para asegurar que nunca 
se dañe a los demás.

Una sospecha de mala conduc-
ta con los menores de edad, cometi-
da por el personal laico de la iglesia, 
deberá reportarse al párroco de la 
iglesia, al director de la escuela, o al 
encargado de la institución católica 
en cuestión.  Una sospecha de 
mala conducta con los menores de 
edad cometida por un sacerdote,  
diácono, o religioso deberá repor-
tarse directamente al Señor Obispo 
(P.O. Box 2279, Brownsville, TX  
78522-2279; 956-542-2501).   Una 
forma para un Aviso Confi dencial 
de Inquietud (Confi dential Notice of 
Concern) puede obtenerse a través 
del párroco local, del director de la 
escuela, del encargado de la insti-
tución, de la Diócesis, o puede ba-
jarse de la página ofi cial de Internet 
de la Diócesis de Brownsville (www.
cdob.org).

Por favor recuerde que hay una 
ley estatal que cualquier persona 
que sospeche el abuso o la neg-
ligencia hacia un menor de edad 
debe reportarlo a las autoridades 
ofi ciales locales o al Departamento 
de Servicios Familiares y Protecto-
res de Texas (Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services) al 
1-800-252-5400.

Nuestra fe nos asegura que el 
mal no nos vencerá, pero que ven-
ceremos al mal con el bien (cf. Rm 
12:21). 

Protegiendo 
al Pueblo 

de Dios

Papa manda ayuda para migrantes cruzando por México

Por DAVID AGREN
Catholic News Service 

TAPACHULA, México —  
El papa Francisco ha donado 
$500,000 para ayudar a migrantes 
viajando por México y que cada 
vez encuentran más difi cultades 
por parte de autoridades mexica-
nas para llegar a la frontera con 
los Estados Unidos.

Estos migrantes que atra-
viesan todo México también en-
cuentran obstáculos para solici-
tar asilo en los Estados Unidos y 
permanecen en condiciones muy 
precarias al sur de la frontera.

La donación "se distribuirá 
entre 27 proyectos en 16 dióce-
sis y congregaciones religiosas 
mexicanas que han pedido ayuda 
para seguir proporcionando alo-
jamiento, comida y lo necesario 
para vivir para estos hermanos y 
hermanas", dijo en una declara-
ción El Óbolo de San Pedro, la 
caridad del Vaticano en una de-
claración del 27 de abril.  

El Vaticano ya había apro-
bado proyectos dirigidos en siete 
diócesis y tres congregaciones 
religiosas: los Scalabrinianos, Sa-
grados Corazones de Jesús y de 
María y las Hermanas Josefi nas.

La donación llega en el mo-
mento en que una ola de migran-
tes que llega a la frontera de los 
Estados Unidos ha alcanzado 
niveles no vistos en más de diez 

años. La Iglesia Católica de Méxi-
co ha ayudado a los migrantes 
con poca cooperación de los di-
versos niveles del gobierno.

Los sacerdotes que trabajan 
en asuntos de inmigración dicen 
que el gobierno federal todavía 
no ha delineado una política u 
ofrecido una respuesta adecuada, 
mientras que los gobiernos estat-
ales y locales prefi eren no invertir 
dinero en los migrantes.

"Nadie quiere hacerse cargo", 
dijo el padre Javier Calvillo, di-
rector del refugio de migrantes 
de Ciudad Juárez.

La donación se ha dado en un 
momento en el cual México está 
bajo la presión de los Estados 
Unidos y acelera sus propias im-
posiciones contra los migrantes 
— retrocediendo de una promesa 
hecha por el presidente Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador en su 

campaña de 2018 de "no hacer el 
trabajo sucio de ningún gobierno 
extranjero".

En marzo, las autoridades 
de Estados Unidos detuvieron a 
92,607 migrantes, más del doble 
de los migrantes que llegaron un 
año antes y la cifra mensual más 
alta de 2001. El número de meno-
res que viajan solos y las deten-
ciones de unidades familiares ha 
ascendido en el año fi scal de 2019 
en un 66 por ciento y 374 por 
ciento respectivamente, cuando 
se compara al mismo periodo un 
año antes, según el Departamen-
to de Aduanas y Protección de 
Fronteras de los Estados Unidos.

"Hombres y mujeres, a menu-
do con niños pequeños, escapan 
de la pobreza y la violencia, so-
ñando un futuro mejor en los 
Estados Unidos. Pero la frontera 
sigue estando cerrada para ellos", 

decía la declaración del Óbolo de 
San Pedro.

Miles de centroamericanos 
han viajado más de 2,500 millas 
en caravanas desde San Pedro 
Sula, Honduras, hasta la frontera 
de Estados Unidos en Tijuana, 
México, provocando la ira del 
presidente Donald Trump.

"Todas estas personas están 
atrapadas, incapaces de entrar en 
los Estados Unidos, sin hogar o 
medio de vida. La Iglesia Católica 
recibe a miles de ellos en los refu-
gios de diócesis o congregaciones 
religiosas, proporcionando lo 
necesario para vivir, desde aloja-
miento a ropa", decía la declara-
ción.  

Para complicar más las cosas, 
los migrantes que cruzan México 
y solicitan asilo en los Estados 
Unidos son enviados de regreso 
en los pasos de frontera y se les 
pide que pongan sus nombres en 
largas listas de espera, un proceso 
que se conoce como medición.

Este proceso ha puesto una 
enorme presión sobre los refu-
gios de migrantes en las ciudades 
fronterizas entre México y los 
Estados Unidos, que a menudo 
están plagadas por la inseguridad 
y acosadas por pandillas crimi-
nales. Un plan llamado "Quédate 
en México" también ha enviado 
a cientos de solicitantes de asilo 
de regreso al lado mexicano de la 
frontera en tanto que sus peticio-
nes se examinan en tribunales de 
los Estados Unidos.

"En las fronteras norte y sur, 
estos lugares de acogida se en-
cuentran sobrepoblados", decía 
una declaración del 27 de abril 
de la Conferencia Episcopal de 
México. 

Los recursos serán 
distribuidos a 
organizaciones 
religiosas 

José Cabezas/Reuters

Una familia de migrantes centroamericanos es detenida por agentes de la policía 
federal mexicana el 22 de abril de 2019 en Pijijiapan, México, durante su viaje 
hacia los Estados Unidos.  
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LIVING the  Joy of the Gospel: News in photos

Holy Week  

Brenda Nettles Riojas/The Valley Catholic 

Top photo: Bishop Daniel E. Flores washes the feet of parishioners on Holy Thursday 
at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Brownsville as an expression of love and 
humility as the Holy Week Triduum begins. Bottom photo: Bishop Flores leads the 
Way of the Cross on Good Friday on the grounds outside the Basilica of Our Lady of 
San Juan del Valle-National Shrine.

Holy Family altar 

The Valley Catholic

Bishop Daniel E. Flores consecrates the new altar April 9 at Holy Family Church 
in Edinburg, culminating 10 months of remodeling there. The church, built in 
1970, now has a choir loft, restrooms, new chandeliers with LED lighting, a new 
tabernacle, extensive new cabinetry in the sacristy and four new stained glass 
windows of the Four Evangelists behind the altar. 

'So our hearts of stone can be changed' 

Stewardship Conference 

The Valley Catholic 

The 7th Annual Diocesan Stewardship Conference was held April 4-5 at the San  
Juan Pastoral Center. The conference challenged participants fi nd practical ways of 
service to our neighbor following the example of Christ. 

Walk for Life 

Photos by Eddie Hernández/The Valley Catholic 

Hundreds participated in the Brownsville Walk for Life 
on April 6, which included a rally at the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral and a one-mile walk to the United 
States Courthouse and back to the Cathedral. Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés, 
C.O., were present at the event designed to promote a 
culture of life in our community. 

Diocese of  Matamoros celebrates 60 years 
Diocese of Matamoros 

Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
and Auxiliary Bishop Mario 
A. Avilés, C.O., attended a 
celebration on April 11 at la 
Catedral de Nuestra Señora 
del Refugio in honor of the 
60th Anniversary of Diocese 
of Matamoros, Mexico. 

Kolbe Retreat  

For more photos and video,  follow us For more photos and video,  follow us 
Catholic Diocese of Brownsville

The Valley Catholic 

Bishop Daniel E. Flores blesses a participant at the conclusion of a Kolbe retreat March 16 at the Lopez State Unit in 
Edinburg. The Kolbe Retreat Ministry is a side ministry, which collaborates with the diocesan Offi ce of Jail Ministry to hold 
annual three-day retreats for prisoners at three state jail units in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Cesar Riojas/The Valley Catholic 
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Resource 

Center 
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Format: 4 DVDs Run time: 240 minutes 
Production: Ascension Press (2014)
Director: Edward Sri

In these sessions, you will experience 
an extraordinary pilgrimage through 
Mary’s life and see why she is an 
essential part of our faith.  Guide.  
English only. Adults

Mary: A 
Biblical 
Walk with 
the Blessed 
Mother 

Recommended by  SISTER 
MAUREEN CROSBY, SSD

Coordinator of the Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of Brownsville

»From the 
Bookshelf

Format: Hardcover Length: 191 pages
Publication: Doubleday (2001)  
Author: Scott Hahn 

The Holy Mother of God on the Word of 
God.  “Hail, Holy Queen is a patient and 
personal development that answers all 
common objections to Catholic devotion 
to Mary.  Its presentation will convey to 
the reader both persuasive arguments 
and excitement for embracing Mary as 
Mother and Queen.”  - Father Michael 
Scanlan, T.O.R.   Adults

Hail, Holy 
Queen  

Format: DVD Run time: 25 minutes 
Production: Herald Kids (2017)  

English and Spanish ... guidance-fi lled 
presentation that will inspire children 
to deepen their faith by praying the 
Rosary. Children 3 to 10 yrs. 

Brother 
Francis: 
The Rosary

8
BLUE MASS 
The Diocese of Brownsville and 
the Blue Mass Committee invite 

all public safety personnel to a 
Mass in their honor at noon at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine

18
ORATORY SCHOOLS 
2ND ANNUAL COLOR
FUN RUN/WALK
From 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at 
Pharr Oratory School, 1407 W. 
Moore Road, Pharr. More info (956) 
781-3056

25
ORIENTATION FOR LAY 
FORMATION PROGRAM
Orientation for Lay Ecclesial 
Ministry Formation Program is set 
for 9-11:30 a.m.in the Bishop Marx 
Conference Center in San Juan

27
MEMORIAL DAY 
Diocesan offi ces closed 

31
DEACON ORDINATIONS
Bishop Daniel E. Flores will ordain 
three men to the transitional 
diaconate at 7 p.m. at the basilica

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org or call 
(956) 784-5055. 

MAY 
HAPPENING IN

» Monthly calendar

MONTH OF MARY 
In the month of May, as we prepare to celebrate mothers for their dedication 
and importance to our families, we remember Mary, the Mother of God 
and the greatest saint, in a special way.  During the month of May, Mary is 
specially honored by devotions around the world. 

Pat Esquivel/The Valley Catholic 

»Worth Watching

Wednesday, May 1
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Parish, McAllen
Thursday, May 2
Mass, 6:30 p.m., 
Basilica of Our Lady 
of San Juan del Valle

Friday, May 3
Keynote address at Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas State 
Convention, 9:30 a.m., McAllen 
Convention Center  
Monday, May 6
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Parish, Brownsville
Tuesday, May 7
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart 
Parish, Edinburg 
Wednesday, May 8
Blue Mass, noon, Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle
Wednesday, May 8
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart 
Parish, Edinburg
Thursday, May 9
Book Review, 11 a.m., McAllen 
Country Club 
Thursday, May 9
Theology on Tap, 7 p.m., Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Parish, McAllen 
Saturday, May 11
Confi rmations, 5:30 p.m., St. 
Francis Xavier Parish, La Feria  
Monday, May 13
Mass for ASPAC Graduation, 6 
p.m., St. Frances Cabrini Parish, 
Pharr 
Tuesday, May 14
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Holy Family 
Parish, Edinburg 
Wednesday, May 15
Confi rmations, 6 p.m., Our Lady of 
Sorrows Parish, McAllen 
Thursday, May 16
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Anthony 
Parish, Harlingen 
Saturday, May 18
Confi rmations, 5:30 p.m., 
Immaculate Heart of Mary  Parish, 
Harlingen

Sunday, May 19
Confi rmations, 5 p.m., St. Pius X 
Parish, Weslaco 
Monday, May 20
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Our Lady, 
Star of the Sea Parish, Port Isabel 
Thursday, May 23
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Joseph 
Parish, Brownsville
Saturday, May 25
Mass, 5 p.m., Holy Spirit Parish, 
Progreso 
Sunday, May 26
Confi rmations, 11;30 a.m., 
Resurrection Parish, Alamo 
Tuesday, May 28
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Frances 
Cabrini Parish, Pharr
Thursday, May 30
Mass for patronal feast day, 6:30 
p.m., St. Joan of Arc Parish, Weslaco 
Friday, May 31
Transitional diaconate ordinations, 
6 p.m., Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle
.............................

Wednesday, May 1
Confi rmations, 6 p.m., 
Our Lady of Refuge 
Parish, Roma
Thursday, May 2
National Day of 
Prayer, 8 a.m., 
Palmview
Thursday, May 2

National Day of Prayer, 11:30 a.m., 
Pharr Events Center 
Thursday, May 2
Mass for Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas State Convention, 6:30 
p.m., Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle
Friday, May 3
Clergy & Men's Luncheon (Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas State 
Convention), noon, McAllen 
Convention Center  
Saturday, May 4
Mass for Msgr. Gustavo Barrera's 
40th anniversary as a priest, 10 
a.m., Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, 
McAllen 

Monday, May 6 - Wednesday, May 8
Texas Catholic Conference meeting, 
Austin 
Saturday, May 11
Confi rmations, 10 a.m., St. Ignatius 
of Loyola Parish, El Ranchito
Saturday, May 11
Confi rmations, 4:30 p.m., Our Lady 
of St. John of the Fields Parish, 
Mission 
Saturday, May 11
Mass,  Año Jubilar, 7:30 p.m., 
Sacred Heart Parish, Mercedes 
Sunday, May 12
Diaconate ordination, 10 a.m., 
Divine Mercy Syro Malabar Church, 
Edinburg 
Monday, May 13
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral, Brownsville
Tuesday, May 14
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Theresa 
Church, Faysville
Wednesday, May 15
Confi rmations, 6 p.m., Sacred Heart 
Parish, Escobares
Thursday, May 16
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart 
Parish, Elsa
Saturday, May 18
Confi rmations, 10 a.m., St. Joseph 
Parish, Donna
Saturday, May 18
Confi rmations, 5:30 p.m.., Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish, Raymondville
Sunday, May 19
Confi rmations, 9 a.m., St. Anne 
Parish, Peñitas
Sunday, May 19
Confi rmations, 5 p.m.., St. Isidore 
Parish, San Isidro 
Monday, May 20
Confi rmations, 6 p.m., Our Lady of 
the Assumption Parish, Harlingen
Tuesday, May 21
Radio talk, 11 a.m., Alégrate María 
Radio, Edinburg 
Tuesday, May 21
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., Our Lady of 
Mercy Parish, Mercedes 
Wednesday, May 22 
Pharr Oratory High School  

commencement, 7 p.m. UTRGV in 
Edinburg 
Thursday, May 23 
Mass at Newman Institute, 8 a.m., 
Reynosa 
Thursday, May 23 
Confi rmations, 6 p.m., Holy Family 
Parish, Brownsville 
Saturday, May 25
Mass for Catholic Daughters 
Conference, 9 a.m., Holy Spirit 
Parish, McAllen
Sunday, May 26
Mass for feast of St. Philip Neri, 
8 a.m., St. Philip Neri Church, 
Harlingen
Sunday, May 26
Confi rmations, 5 p.m., Good 
Shepherd Parish, Brownsville
Tuesday, May 28
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Benedict 
Parish, San Benito 
Wednesday, May 29
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Paul 
Parish, Mission 
Thursday, May 30
Confi rmations, 7 p.m., St. Helen 
Parish, Rio Hondo 
Friday, May 31
Transitional diaconate ordinations, 
6 p.m., Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle
..............................

Thursday, May 16
Mass, 9:45 a.m., 
Juan Diego 
Academy, Mission 
Ongoing 
Monday - Saturday
Daily Mass, 8 a.m., 
St. Joseph Chapel, 
Alamo
Every Sunday 

Mass, 3 p.m., St. Joseph Chapel, 
Alamo 
Every Thursday
Holy Hour for Vocations, 7 p.m., St. 
Joseph Chapel, Alamo. 
For the intention of ... 
1st Thursday: Consecrated Life
2nd Thursday: Diaconate
3rd Thursday: Married Life
4th Thursday: Priesthood 
5th Thursday: Lay Ministry 

Bishop 
Daniel E. 

Flores

Auxiliary 
Bishop 

Mario A. 
Avilés

Bishop 
Emeritus 

Raymundo 
J. Peña

Offi cial schedules 

Format: Hardcover  Length: 29 pages
Publication: Pauline Books (2006)
Author: John Goodwin
Illustrator: Tina MacNaughton 

What must it have been like for the 
animals on board the ark?  Here are 
10 stories - fi lled with mischief and 
humor - that prove a little cooperation 
goes a long way.  Children ages 2-8.

An Arkful of 
Animal 
Stories

— 
For a complete listing of titles, visit 

the Media Resource Center online at 
www.cdob.org/media-resource-center 
or call Sister Maureen Crosby, SSD, 

at (956) 784-5041. 

is considered ‘doping’ in any 
other circumstance.”

Coming to the conclusion 
that “no one gets hurt” whenev-
er someone transitions is simply 
naïve, contradicted by the facts 
on the ground and by the tortu-
ous lives of those pursuing this 
misguided “solution” to their 
gender confusion. Th ey, along 
with their families and broader 
society, clearly deserve better. 

Instead of propping up a fi c-
titious and harmful understand-
ing of human masculinity and 
femininity, we owe it to those 
struggling with gender dyspho-
ria to address compassionately 
their underlying mental health 
concerns. Th rough evidence-
based therapies, including 
appropriate psychiatric and 
interpersonal outreach and 
counseling, we hope to bring 
healing, preserve family unity, 
and help sustain important, 
lifelong friendships.

Th at’s what those struggling 
with their gender dysphoria 
deserve and all those who love 
them desire.

Bioethics
continued from pg. 5



By ROSE YBARRA
Th e Valley Catholic 

McALLEN — In 1982, 
Cristina "Cris" Rivera worked 
in the lab during the graveyard 
shift  at Rio Grande Regional 
Hospital in McAllen, her fi rst job 
in healthcare aft er college. 

Th rough hard work, 
continuing education and 
a strong faith in God, the 
Edinburg native rose through 
the company’s ranks and is now 
the chief executive offi  cer of the 
same hospital. 

Aft er earning a master’s 
degree and holding leadership 
roles with HCA Healthcare at 
hospitals out of state, Rivera 
was given the opportunity “to 
come back home” to the hospital 
where she once performed blood 
draws and analyzed samples, but 
this time as CEO. She is the fi rst 
female Hispanic to serve in this 
role. 

“I was working as CEO at a 
hospital in Kansas for a while 
and I got a call,” said Rivera, 
who has led the 320-bed Rio 
Grande Regional Hospital since 
November 2012. “Th ey asked 
me, ‘Aren’t you from the Valley? 
How would you like to go back 
home? I said ‘in an instant, yes, 
absolutely.’ … And to come back 
home to the hospital where I 
started my career. I made a full 
circle.” 

Rivera graduated from 
Edinburg High School in 1974 
and from what is now University 
of the Incarnate Word in San 
Antonio in 1978 with a bachelor’s 
degree in medical technology. 

She was a wife and mom 
and working full time when she 
decided to go back to school 
to earn her master’s degree in 
administration and healthcare 
management from Our Lady 
of the Lake University in the 
1990s – a move that opened 
the door for her career in 
hospital administration. She 
attended classes in the evenings, 
sometimes with her two children 
waiting for her outside of the 
classroom.

Rivera encourages her 
employees to take advantage of 
the educational opportunities 
the company off ers like she did. 

“Th e company has been very 
supportive of me, so I’m at a 
point where I’m ready to pay it 
forward,” she said. “One of my 
goals has always been to help 
people get to the next level of 
their career so I mentor them; I 
encourage them to further their 

education.” 
“It takes lot of work, 

determination, and drive but 
it’s doable. Sometimes, they 
just need encouragement from 
someone who believes in them.” 

Her experience of working 
on the fl oor, in direct patient care, 
has also shaped her management 
style. She pointed out not many 
hospital administrators have 
that hands-on experience with 
patients. 

“Because of the fact that I 
took care of patients in my career 
path, I always put the patients 
fi rst in every decision that I 
make, to make sure that we are 
doing the right thing for the 
patient,” Rivera said, 

Her experience working on 
the fl oor also gives her a unique 
point of view as a CEO. 

“I think it’s been very 
positive to have grown up in 
the fi eld because I’ve lived and 
experienced those positions at 
every level and even to this day 
I will let my workforce know 
that I understand what they are 
going through,” Rivera said. “I 
understand being a front-line 
employee. I understand being 
a phlebotomist, a supervisor or 
director because I did all of that 
in my career. 

“And so I’m more sensitive 
to their needs on a daily basis, 
I oft en ask, ‘What does the 
employee need to do their job 
more eff ectively?’ because I was 
there, I walked in their shoes, I 
worked in the trenches and so I’m 
more sensitive now as the CEO. I 
take even greater responsibility 
to make sure that they have all 
the tools that they need to be 
eff ective in their job and to be 
productive, to be satisfi ed, to be 
happy here in the workforce.”

As a nighttime employee 
early in her career, Rivera 
remembers she and the rest of 
the night crew felt forgotten 
by the hospital administration, 

so she and her staff  have made 
it a point to host events in the 
middle of the night, whether 
it’s 2 a.m. pizza parties or 3 a.m. 
town hall meetings.

“Th e fi rst time I told the night 
shift  employees we would be 
here at 3 a.m., they didn’t believe 
me,” Rivera said. “Th e whole 
leadership team shows up for 
these events and you can see the 
employees really appreciate it. 
Th ey no longer feel like, ‘nobody 
really pays attention to us.’” 

Under her leadership, Rio 
Grande Regional Hospital was 
named one of the Top 100 

Hospitals in the nation in 2018 by 
IBM Watson Health. Th e annual 
study identifi es top-performing 
hospitals in the United States. 
Rio Grande Regional Hospital 
outperformed other facilities 
in several key measures, most 
notably in improving outcomes at 
a lower cost than other hospitals 
according to the survey, which 
uses independent and objective 
research to analyze hospital and 
health system performance.

“I heard from a lot of my 
peers in big markets whose 
hospitals were not on the list and 
they were impressed, especially 
because we are in a small city.” 
Rivera said. “We’re very proud we 
were able to accomplish national 
recognition and it’s a testament 
to our staff  and to the care we are 
providing our community.”  

She and her husband, David 
Rivera, who is the principal of 
Barrientes Middle School in 
Edinburg, were married on June 
9, 1979 and will be celebrating 40 
years of marriage this summer. 
Th e Riveras live in McAllen, 
but were raised in Edinburg. 
Th e couple alternates between 
attending Mass at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Parish in McAllen, 
Sacred Heart Parish in Edinburg 
and Capilla San Jose in Lull (La 
Hielera). 

Th e Riveras have two adult 
children, Cynthia and David 
(Erica), a grandson, Leo, and a 
granddaughter, Eli. 
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Rivera: 'I made a full circle' 
Valley native rises 
from lab technician 
to CEO of hospital

The Valley Catholic 

Edinburg native Cristina "Cris" Rivera is the fi rst female Hispanic to serve as CEO 
of Rio Grande Regional Hospital in McAllen. Under her leadership, the facility 
was named one of the Top 100 Hospitals in the nation by IBM Watson Health. 

Scars
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see where baptism comes from, 
if not from the cross of Christ, 
from his death.  Th ere is the 
whole mystery: he died for you. 
In him you are redeemed, in him 
you are saved.”

Th e Lord Jesus rises from 
the dead out of love for us. He 
rose in the midst of our diffi  cult 
lives. Just as he entered the room 
where the apostles were, he en-
ters our messy world, he enters 
our messy lives. He comes to 
heal our broken lives.

Th e scars of Jesus are proof 
of his love for the redemption 
of the world. Th at is what love 
does, love suff ers for the other. 
Th is is what Divine Mercy is; 
God forgives us, God heals us 
and God restores us to new life. 

At the Easter vigil service of 
light, when the celebrant com-
pletes the consecration of the 
Easter Candle, he recites: “By his 
holy and glorious wounds may 
Christ our Lord guard us and 
keep us. Amen.” Th is is prayed 
aft er the fi ve nails are placed on 
the Easter Candle, a reminder 
that Jesus comes to heal us by 
his glorious wounds. He comes 
to heal our broken world.

Just like the Risen Lord Jesus 
invites Th omas to believe, he in-
vites us to believe in him. In our 
daily struggles and in times of 
doubt and trouble, he wants to 
be there and heal us. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
healer of our souls, pray for us.

Employment opportunities 
DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE

• Family Life Offi ce Associate – San Juan Offi ce
• IT Specialist – San Juan Offi ce
• Multi-Parish Services Bookkeeper – San Juan Offi ce
• Campus Minister Coordinator – Brownsville Offi ce

Interested candidates please contact Human 
Resources at gtrevino@cdob.org or visit our website, 
www.cdob.org, for a copy of the job description.


