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Three Rio Grande Valley men took a major step toward becoming priests when they were 
ordained to the transitional diaconate by Bishop Daniel E. Flores May 31 at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. “We choose these men for the diaconate,” Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores declared during the solemn ordination Mass as Joe Luis Hernández, Pedro 
“Pete” Hernández and Roberto Moreno Jr. waited to make their declarations and vows. 
Bishop Flores asked them to visualize and embrace Jesus at every stage of his life, death and 
resurrection, then be living witnesses as they begin their ministry. 
“If you — if we all — keep the image of the whole life of Christ as the great manifestation of the 
sign of the love of God … then the spirit itself will tell you what to do: how to respond, how to 
love in the name of the Christ who asks you, (and) you will do it. 
“This is why the spirit is given in a special way to the deacon, to be a light, and a witness to the 
charity of Christ. … Be a sacramentum caritatis, a sign of Christ in his totality, loving Christ in 
his wholeness amongst us.”
Transitional deacons receive Holy Orders and become clergy; they can then perform baptisms, 
preside at weddings and funerals, and proclaim the Gospel during Mass. 
The new deacons, in formation at St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston, are on track to be ordained 
in 2020.

Visit the Diocese of Brownsville 
on its social media pages.

For video and more photos 
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(La siguiente es una transcripción 
parcial de la homilía del obispo que 
dio en la Solemnidad de Corpus 
Christi, el 23 de junio en la Catedral 
de la Inmaculada Concepción en 
Brownsville. )

Siempre le doy gracias al 
Señor cuando llega este día, el día 
del Señor, el Corpus del Señor, 
el Corpus Dómini como se dice, 
para reflexionar un poco, no 
solamente como Iglesia, pero 
también personalmente sobre lo 
que significa esta presencia del 
Señor entre nosotros. Y el Evangelio 
siempre nos invita a reconocer 
algunos aspectos prácticos y reales 
de nuestra vida como discípulos del 
Señor. 

Es que, la multiplicación de 
los panes es algo que hizo el Señor 
varias veces, precisamente como 
una preparación para que sus 
discípulos pudieran entender lo que 
iba hacer después, digo, en la última 
cena. Porque se usan los mismos 
verbos, digo, en indicar lo que pasó 
en los momentos en que el Señor 
multiplicó los panes.

El Señor pronunció la oración 
de acción de gracias, lo partió y 
lo distribuyo. Son los verbos que 
indican la obra del Señor. En este 
caso porque el pueblo tenía hambre. 
Y el Señor, muy insistente, les dijo 
a los discípulos “denles de comer 
ustedes”. Es un recuerdo antes de 
todo de que el discípulo del Señor 
tiene que estar consciente de lo que 
está viviendo el resto del pueblo. 
Tienen hambre. Denles de comer. Y 
esto establece el gran panorama de 
acción del Señor. 

Dales de comer es algo practico. 
Es cosa que hacemos con nuestros 
hijos, les damos de comer, cuando 
ellos mismos no pueden preparar 
su comida. A un enfermo le damos 
de comer cuando no puede levantar 
el tenedor. Es como lo más básico 
de nuestra expresión del cuidado 
y de estar al tanto de lo que está 
viviendo otra persona.

“Denles de comer ustedes” es 
una frase que se puede aplicar en 
todos aspectos de la vida. Y no 
solamente de los víveres, hablando 
de la comida, si no del cuidado que 

El Señor 
presente en la 
Eucaristía nos 
recuerda que 
vive entre los 

vulnerables del 
mundo 

(The following is an English translation of an abbrevi-
ated  transcript of the bishop’s homily given on the 
Solemnity of Corpus Christi, June 23 at Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Brownsville.)

I am always thankful to the Lord on the Solemnity 
of Corpus Christi as it allows us to reflect a little, 
not only as a Church, but also personally, about 

what the presence of the Lord means among us. 
And the Gospel always invites us to recognize some 
practical and real aspects of our lives as disciples of 
the Lord.

The multiplication of the loaves is something the 
Lord did several times, precisely as a preparation so 
that his disciples could understand what he was going 
to do next at the Last Supper. Because the same verbs 
are used to indicate what happened in the moment 
when the Lord multiplied the loaves. The Lord 
pronounced the prayer of thanksgiving, broke it and 
distributed it. These are verbs that indicate the work 
of the Lord. In this case, because the people were 
hungry, the Lord insisted that the disciples feed them. 
It is a reminder, first, that the disciple of the Lord 
must be aware of what other people are experiencing. 
They are hungry. Feed them. This establishes the great 
panorama of the Lord’s action.

Feeding them is something practical. It is some-
thing that we do with our children. We feed them 
when they themselves cannot prepare their meals. 
We feed a sick person when he cannot lift his fork. 
It is the most basic of our expression of care and of 
being aware of what another person is living. “Feed 
them,” is a phrase that can be applied in all aspects of 
life. And not only of provisions, speaking of food, but 
of the care that the disciple of the Lord must offer to 
others. At the same time, it is also a sign of what the 
Lord was going to do at the Last Supper. When, again, 
he pronounces the prayer of thanksgiving, breaks the 
bread, and gives it to his disciples. 

It is the Lord’s movement that in this case will give 
us the bread that comes down from heaven. Because 
man does not live only from what fills the stomach. 
We also need an elevated bread; a bread that teaches 
us how to know and recognize and live what God 
offers us. That is the highest aspect of our life as a 
Christian, especially as Catholics. Because we know 
the great secret, the great mystery of faith. It is that 
the Lord did this at the Last Supper precisely to give 
us his own being. Because it is not bread anymore, it 
is not wine anymore. It is the Body of the Lord, Blood 
of the Lord. This is the treasure the Church tries to 
preserve and protect with all its strength. The Church 
recognizes that the treasure of faith is the presence of 
the Lord among us precisely in this Sacrament.

It is important to recognize that the Lord’s deci-

sion to offer this Eucharistic presence that should be 
preserved throughout the history of the Church until 
the Lord returns, is a decision he made himself. Why 
did he do it? Why did he leave us the Sacrament of 
the altar under the appearance of bread and wine, and 
why do we have to eat it? He did not simply say, “Here 
I am in their minds, it is enough that they think of 
me.” No. That is good, but it is not enough. “Whoever 
drinks my Blood and eats my Body will have my flesh, 
will have eternal life.” This is something physical. The 
Sacrament is something physical in the sense that it 
is present and takes space. And when one recognizes 
that the Sacrament is present, one gives a sign of that 
recognition that the Lord is here. We kneel, we cross 
ourselves. I think it is important that we remember 
that the physicality of the Body and the Blood of the 
Lord is here. It is not enough just to think of the Lord. 
We think about him and it is important that we think 
about him every day, but in the end, we must eat and 
we must drink because he must touch our bodies 
because the bodies must rise. It is not just about the 
mind. Salvation reaches the body, not just the mind. 
The body also needs its nourishment. 

But there is another reason the Lord made the de-
cision to make his presence continual in the Church 
in the Sacrament under this form of bread and wine 
because it is a vulnerable condition. We have seven 
sacraments in the great mystery of our faith, but the 
most vulnerable sacrament is the Body and Blood of 
the Lord because the Lord is exposed.

At the end of the Mass on Corpus Christi Sunday, 
I placed the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance 
on the altar as a sign of the honor we offer the Lord. 
We also place it there recognizing that the Lord 
needs some protection because he is vulnerable. It is 
precisely the condition the Lord Jesus took when he 
became flesh, able to be wounded, able to be injured, 
and he expressed his desire to remain amongst us in 
that form. Although we honor the Sacrament with the 
monstrance and the exposition, the basic reality is the 
Sacrament is exposed, and that is to say it is vulner-
able. The Lord wanted the condition of the vulnerable 
one to remind us that more than he, we are the vul-
nerable ones. He is sitting to the right of the Father, 
we can no longer harm him. 

We must recognize that the Lord continues 
to manifest in a vulnerable condition. He does so 
to remind us that he continues to live among the 
vulnerable of this world. Oh, if we could protect the 
most vulnerable, the unborn, the anxious, the sick, 
the poor, and the immigrants from those who both 
despise their presence and do not want to see the 
suffering that exists throughout the world. If we could 
protect the vulnerable as we want to protect the Lord, 

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop Of 
Brownsville

The Lord present in the Eucharist 
reminds us he lives among 
the vulnerable of the world

»From our 
shepherd

el discípulo del Señor debe de 
ofrecer a los demás.

Pero, es también al mismo 
tiempo una señal de lo que el 
Señor iba hacer en la última 
cena.  Cuando, también, otra 
vez, pronuncia la oración de 
acción de gracias y parte el pan 
y lo da a sus discípulos. Es el 

movimiento del Señor que, en 
este caso, nos va dar el pan que 
baja del cielo. Porque el hombre 
no vive solamente de lo que 
llena el estómago. 

Necesitamos también un 
pan más elevado; un pan que 
nos enseña como conocer y 
reconocer y vivir de lo que Dios 
nos ofrece. Ese es el aspecto 
más alto de nuestra vida como 
cristiano, como católicos 
especialmente. Porque sabemos 
nosotros el gran secreto, el gran 
misterio de la fe. Es que el Señor 
hizo esto en la última cena 
precisamente para darnos su 
propio ser. Porque ya no es pan; 
ya no es vino. Es el Cuerpo del 
Señor, Sangre del Señor. 

Este es el tesoro que la 
Iglesia trata de conservar y 
proteger con toda su fuerza 
durante veinte siglos.  La 
Iglesia en su pobreza reconoce 
que el tesoro de la fe es la 
presencia del Señor entre 
nosotros precisamente en este 
Sacramento. 

Es importante reconocer que 
la decisión del Señor de ofrecer 
esta presencia Eucarística para 
que se conservara por toda la 
historia de la Iglesia hasta que 
regrese el Señor a el fin de los 

tiempos, es una decisión que 
tiene sus razones.

¿Porqué lo hizo así? ¿Porqué 
nos dejó el Sacramento del altar 
bajo el aspecto del pan y vino, y 
lo tenemos que comer? Porque 
la salvación también llega al 
cuerpo no solamente a la mente. 
Por eso el Señor no dijo “tienen 
ustedes nomas que pensar 
mucho en mí”. No. Es bueno 
eso. Hay que pensar mucho en 
el Señor. Pero hay que comer 
la carne del Señor y beber su 
Sangre porque la salvación llega 
hasta el cuerpo no solamente 
a la mente. El cuerpo también 
necesita su alimento espiritual. 

Pero hay otra razón 
porque Dios tomo la decisión 
de manifestar su presencia 
continua. Tenemos 7 
Sacramentos en el gran misterio 
de la fe, pero el Sacramento 
más vulnerable es el Cuerpo y 
la Sangre del Señor. Porque el 
Señor está expuesto. Al terminar 
la Misa voy a poner el Santísimo 
en la custodia como señal del 
honor que le ofrecemos. Pero 
también es porque reconocemos 
que el Señor necesita un 
poco de protección porque es 
vulnerable. Es precisamente la 
condición que tomo el Señor 

Jesús cuando bajo del cielo, el 
vulnerable. Capaz de ser herido, 
capaz de ser dañado. Quería 
que la condición del vulnerable 
nos recordara que nosotros 
somos los vulnerables, más 
que él. El Señor ya no puede 
ser lastimado. Esta sentado a la 
derecha del Padre.

El Señor sigue 
manifestándose de esta forma 
vulnerable. Hay que reconocer 
esto. Para recordarnos que 
el sigue viviendo en los 
vulnerables de este mundo. Ay 
si pudiéramos nosotros proteger 
los más vulnerables, los no 
nacidos, los ancianos, enfermos, 
los pobres, los inmigrantes, los 
cuales tanto el mundo desprecia, 
como que no quieren reconocer 
su presencia y ver el sufrimiento 
que existe en todo el mundo. Si 
pudiéramos nosotros proteger a 
los vulnerables como queremos 
proteger al Señor, ¡ay que 
belleza! 

La Iglesia no escribe 
las leyes, pero sí llama en 
consciencia a los gobiernos del 
mundo que tengan compasión 
al vulnerable entre nosotros, en 
nombre del Señor vulnerable, el 

» Please see Blessed Sacrament p.8

The poor 
person, the 
disabled 
person, the 
small child 
who does not 
have anyone, 
the elderly 
person who 
lives alone, 
must move us 
to action.

We do not 
need to wait 
to change the 
laws in order 
to respond 
with our hearts 
and with 
tenderness to 
the suffering of 
the vulnerable 
Christ among 
us. 

“

» Por favor lea El Santísimo  p.8
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Conference emphasizes why life matters
By PAUL BINZ

The Valley Catholic 

McALLEN — At Life 
Matters — the Annual Pro-Life 
Conference, Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores called abortion “the most 
obvious and the gravest assault 
on human dignity in the world 
today.” 

“The legal systematic 
promotion of the non-status of 
the unborn child is on a social 
level, on a political level, on a 
legal level and on a personal 
level, the gravest assault. But we 
must be aware it is not the only 
assault.”

Bishop Flores then went on to 
warn against marginalizing the 
lives of the old, the sick and the 
poor in his keynote address June 
15 to a crowd of 250 supporters 
of life at the conference, held this 
year at Sacred Heart Parish Hall 
in downtown McAllen.

Father Derlis Garcia, director 
of the Pro-Life Apostolate of the 
Diocese of Brownsville, also 
spoke on the broad spectrum 
that the Pro-Life movement 
encompasses, including the 
Catholic Church’s stands against 
euthanasia, suicide and the death 
penalty.

“One cannot be Catholic in 

Life M
atters

good standing and be against life,” 
he said. “Life is not our own, but 
a gift from God. It is up to him to 
take it away how he chooses … 
Your life is borrowed from God.”

Father Garcia pointed out that 
by the time an abortion is being 
considered, “reproduction has 
already taken place.”

He urged parents not to reject 
their unwed pregnant daughters 
simply because they have made 
a life-changing mistake. Instead, 
these young women should 
be embraced because they are 
already the bearers of new life and 
need family support: “Rejoice in 
the life that is already there,” he 
said.

 “We defend the life that is 
before us. … Go and proclaim the 
gospel of life.”

Father Garcia recounted the 
history of the 1973 Roe vs. Wade 
ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court 
that legalized abortion, adding 
that since then some 60 million 
abortions have been performed in 
this country, including more than 
50,000 in the Rio Grande Valley. 

He also noted that while 
several states have recently passed 
legislation restricting abortions, 
other states have liberalized their 
laws to permit even more late-
term abortions.

Janie Salinas, executive 
director of the McAllen Pregnancy 
Center, talked about her current 
pro-life work and her experiences 
in the medical profession, with 
descriptions and images of 
aborted babies illustrating the 
horrific nature of the process. But 
efforts by the McAllen Pregnancy 
Center and associated sidewalk 
counselors have resulted in many 
babies being saved, she said.

Those attending the 
conference also heard testimony 
about women who have found 
healing after abortion through the 
Rachel’s Vineyard program; and 
a panel discussion with a young 
couple who practice Natural 
Family Planning.

Bishop Flores urged the 
faithful to make use of their 
compassion and awareness — 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, he said.

“I believe that the Pro-Life 
movement is a manifestation 
of that gift of the spirit which 
primarily sees … first of all the 
suffering of the unborn child that 
is relegated by law to non-person 
status, that is considered to have 
no value and no recognition in 
society. It is the suffering also of 
many mothers who would if they 
had the ability or they had the 
help, if they weren’t rejected from 

whatever circumstance, will want 
to bring their child to term.”

 “We have to ‘infiltrate’ society 
with a gift of caring,” he said. “It’s 
simply pouring forth a passionate 
response to human suffering.”

“And as society not just of the 
Church, but of human beings, we 
have to commit ourselves to do 
everything we can to encourage 
life.”

Finally, Bishop Flores warned 
the crowd about the methods and 
goals of abortion’s proponents:

“There are these interests 
who say, ‘We must make the 
message so powerful — this so-
called right to abortion — that 
the human heart will forget its 
natural desire to protect the child 
and the mother.’ So it’s not just a 
movement to promote abortion 
legally and across the world and 
to support it and colonize it in 
the third world, which is a great 
problem. … It’s also a desire to 
erase a fundamental part of the 
humankind, to make us forget. 

“Because the idea is if they can 
just say it loud enough and if they 
can announce it enough times … 
if they can just keep the pressure 
up, then sooner or later everyone 
will say, ‘This is natural. Abortion 
is a right, and the child means 
nothing.’”

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 
as it appears today.

Bishop Daniel E. Flores speaks 
to parishioners about St. Joan of 
Arc’s 90th anniversary as a parish 
May 30 in Weslaco.

ghgh

St. Joan of Arc Church’s sanctuary 
was the site of this wedding more 
than 60 years ago.

St. Joan of Arc Church began in 1921 in this small chapel as a 
mission of Our Lady of Mercy Parish of Mercedes. Nine years later, it 
became a parish of its own, and a much larger church was built on 
this site – the same space where the current church now stands.

When St. Joan of Arc became a 
parish of its own on April 3, 1929, 
the congregation moved into this 
imposing new home.

Photos courtesy of St. Joan of Arc Parish

St. Joan of Arc Parish marks
1929

ANNIVERSARY

2019th
ANNIVERSARY

Eddie Hernandez / The Valley Catholic
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How embarrassing to confess one’s 
imperfections to the world. However, when 
you write and work in communications, 

any misstep is bound to end up in the public eye. As 
much as we try to avoid mistakes, we grimace when 
it happens.

I am thankful to those who caught one of our 
mistakes in the June edition of The Valley Catholic. 
After experiencing a litany of emotions — unsettled, 
disappointed, and embarrassed among others — we 
made the correction and looked for ways to avoid 
repeating the error again. 

While we were able to correct it for the online 
edition, the error made us realize that we must 
be more vigilant and careful, but also that we are 
human. A priest once advised me that no matter 
how careful we try to work out every detail, we are 
bound to end up with some espinitas (small thorns). 
These espinitas, he said, remind us we are not God, 
that we are imperfect beings in need of God’s graces 
to guide us in everything we do.

Confronting our imperfections is not an easy 
task. Worse, the fear of making a mistake, of being 
less than perfect, can paralyze us from moving 
forward. I think it is one of the top reasons we 
sometimes procrastinate. 

This summer I returned to a quilting project I 
started 14 years ago. In the quilting world, we refer 
to these as UFOs (Unfinished Objects). One of the 
women in the sewing circle was shocked that I had 
not finished the quilt. It gave her anxiety to think of 

a project sitting in a closet all these years 
in limbo. 

Other priorities and projects got 
in the way, I explained. I have 

tendency to take on too many 
projects, and naturally, 

family, work and writing 
take top billing. But 

after thinking 
about it further, 

I realized 
the reason 

stemmed 
from 

something more, namely a fear of not doing a good 
job, of ending up with a less than perfect quilt.

Over the years, I have improved my skills 
at piecing together quilt tops and have become 
proficient at hand applique, one of my favorite 
techniques. However, I am limited in my skills when 
it comes to making the quilt sandwich and quilting 
the layers together. Which is why I hesitated to 
finish the quilt, and instead opted to start another, 
and then another. Confession: I have six quilt 
tops waiting to be finished. I also have several 
manuscripts of writing that are waiting as well.

I started this year determined to bring these 
UFOs to completion. The first quilt I finished shortly 
before the New Year carries a few imperfections 
that I am not happy with, but these imperfections 
I realize now are part of my learning process. They 
help give me courage to try again. This imperfect 
quilt serves as a lesson that sometimes we have to 
give ourselves permission to make mistakes. And as 
Betina, one of my dear quilting friends points out, 
a finished quilt is better than an unfinished quilt 
stored away in a closet.

This summer I finished a second one, a wall 
hanging that features a Rosary of hand-appliqued 
roses. I started it as a Lenten project years ago. I lost 
track of how many hours it took me to cut out each 
petal and hand stitch each one into 53 rose buds and 
five larger roses. After all the hours I invested, I was 
afraid of ruining it with my novice quilting skills. 
But with each project I gain a bit more confidence. I 
am also finding the courage to be imperfect.  Unless 
you look too closely, my espinitas are not easy to 
spot. 

With each step forward, I recognize we are 
always learning, and on this route, we are bound to 
make mistakes. There is a great humility in knowing 
our weakness. It also takes courage to be imperfect. 

What have you stored away or ignored? What 
have you been avoiding because you are afraid to 
make a mistake? 

Just as we are works in progress and just as the 
Lord is merciful with us, we should be merciful with 
ourselves. Yes, we all want to strive for perfection. 
But in order to move forward, we have to give 
ourselves permission to make mistakes, to learn 
from them, and to embrace the humility of our 
imperfect selves and ask for help and guidance when 
needed. 

Finding the courage to be imperfect

To know him, 
to love him, to serve him

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

Memory is interesting. Why do we remem-
ber some persons, places or events, and not 
others?  

I am presently writing my 99th column for The 
Valley Catholic. Privately, I have titled these columns 
the “Remember Series” because I believe that God 
has placed in each of our hearts everything we need 
to become the person He has uniquely created us 
to be – but we need others to “remind” us. It takes a 
lifetime to be transformed into that unique person. 
When I read a book or Scripture or listen to a homily 
or to a friend, I am reminded of something that I 
need to recall to become the best person God has 
created me to be.

Growing up in the 1960s, I fondly recall my 
catechetical classes. One of the teaching tools that 
our catechists utilized was the Baltimore Catechism, 
which contained 100 questions about God. Number 
6 reads as follows: 

“Q. Why did God make you?
“A. God made me to know Him, to love Him, 

and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with 
Him forever in heaven.”

For some reason, that one statement has stayed 
vividly with me all these many years. Luke 4:8 Jesus 
said to him in reply, “It is written: ‘You shall worship 
the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you serve.” 
Every day I pray that the Holy Spirit grant me the 
grace to serve Him by serving my family (first and 
foremost), by serving the Church and Community, 
and by serving those in need.”

How do we get to “know” God better? In John 
17:24-26, Jesus tells us, “Righteous Father, the world 
also does not know you, but I know you, and they 
know that you sent me. I made known to them your 
name and I will make it known, that the love with 
which you loved me may be in them and I in them.” 
Reading a few verses in the Gospels daily can assist 
us in “knowing” God the Father through the words 
of Jesus with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

How do we “love” God better? Perhaps one way 

to love God better is to strive to “love” those in our 
family, work setting, community and/or church that 
are not so easy to “love.” In Matthew 5:39, Jesus tells 
us, “But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who 
is evil. When someone strikes you on (your) right 
cheek, turn the other one to him as well.”

And how do we “serve” God daily? I believe 
we serve him by serving our family, by serving the 
Church and community and by serving those in 
need. 

St. John Paul II reminded us in the Apostolic Ex-
hortation Familiaris Consortio that the sacredness of 
life lies in the ordinary things in life. He stressed that 
the family, the “domestic church,” is holy and that 
the things that we do for one another in the family is 
sacred. I often ask people in presentations on family 
or marriage: How many of you washed dishes this 
week? A great majority raise their hands, and I point 
to the fact that what they did was sacred and holy 
because they did it to serve their family. All the big 
and small decisions and actions that we do for the 
family such as washing dishes, working to put food 
on the table, planning and preparing meals, ironing, 
budgeting, cleaning, and disciplining are all ways of 
serving God by serving the family.  

Our beautiful Diocese of Brownsville with its 
72 parishes and 48 missions could not continue to 
build up the Kingdom of God in this little corner of 
the world if it was not for the hundreds of volunteers 
that serve the church and community. These ordi-
nary and extraordinary individuals serve by feeding 
the hungry at the soup kitchens and St. Vincent de 
Paul groups, by catechizing children and youth, min-
istering to the incarcerated, witnessing to engaged 
and married couples. Others serve by bringing com-
munion to the homebound, helping those migrating 
and immigrating and others by praying unceasingly 
for peace in our hearts, our families, our country and 
our world. 

May we each strive to better know, love and serve 
our God.

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of The 
Valley Catholic

»Women               
en la     
Frontera

»Family Life

JULY 7 
Fourteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

IS 66:10-14C
Responsorial Psalm

PS 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
Reading 2

GAL 6:14-18
Alleluia

COL 3:15A, 16A
 

Gospel
LK 10:1-12, 17-20

or LK 10:1-9

JULY 14 
Fifteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

DT 30:10-14 
Responsorial Psalm

PS 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37
or PS 19:8, 9, 10, 11

Reading 2
COL 12:15-20

Alleluia
CF. JN 6:63C, 68C

Gospel
LK 10:25-37

JULY 21 
Sixteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
  Reading 1

GN 18:1-10A
Responsorial Psalm

PS 15:2-3, 3-4, 5
Reading 2

COL 1:24-28
Alleluia

CF. LK 8:15
Gospel

LK 10:38-42

JULY 28 
Sixteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

GN 18:20-32
Responsorial Psalm

PS 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8
Reading 2

COL 2:12-14
Alleluia

ROM 8:15BC 
Gospel

LK 11:1-13

»Sunday
Readings

The Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church

Please send us an email or call to let 
us know if you would like to continue 
to see the Sunday Readings listed 
in The Valley Catholic. We value your 
feedback and will enter your name for 
a chance to win a gift certificate to a 
local restaurant. (More information 
at https://www.cdob.org/the-valley-
catholic/or call: 956-785-5055.)

Month of the 
Precious Blood

Precious Blood, 
Ocean of Divine Mercy: 

Flow upon us.

Precious Blood, 
Most pure Offering: 

Procure us every Grace!

Precious Blood, 
Hope and Refuge of sinners: 

Atone for us!

Precious Blood, 
Delight of holy souls: 

Draw us! Amen. 

St. Catherine of Siena



L ast month we talked about how those of us in 
ministry are wounded healers and how Jesus 
needs to be the oxygen we breathe. Father 

Henri Nouwen reminded us, “Nobody escapes be-
ing wounded. We all are wounded people, whether 
physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually. The 
main question is not ‘how can we hide our wounds?’ 
so we don’t have to be embarrassed, but ‘how can 
we put our woundedness in the service of others?’ 
When our wounds cease to be a source of shame, 
and become a source of healing, we have become 
wounded healers.” (The Wounded Healer). 

I’ve also mentioned that the Lord Jesus is the 
healer of our souls, and the Great Physician. Jesus 
came to heal our broken world, and our wounds can 
become the place where we encounter his healing 
power. We hear in the gospels that everyone who 
faithfully encounters the Lord Jesus is healed. As 
broken human beings, we need to recognize our 
need for healing.

Let’s face it – no one wants to admit that they 
don’t feel well, much less go see the doctor. How 
many of us dread or avoid going to the doctor or the 
dentist? Often for those of us involved in ministry, 
we are used to helping others, giving constantly of 
ourselves and being there for others. Jesus has come 
to heal us, to restore us, to renew us and to forgive 
us.

Our Western mentality is that we need to be pro-
ductive, we all have a daily to-do lists, we feel that we 
need to keep going and going as if we were (like the 
commercial), “Energizer bunnies.” But what happens 

when we run out of batteries? What happens when 
we feel overwhelmed? 

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24). I 
have always believed that depending on what is go-
ing on in our lives and where we are in life, deter-
mines how we pray. In good times we should always 
praise the Lord, and in difficult moments we should 
always look for him.

Father Richard M. Gula, a Sulpician priest 
involved in forming pastoral ministers and author 
of the book The Way of Goodness and Holiness: A 
Spirituality for Pastoral Ministers, writes, “If we don’t 
know where we want to go, we will easily end up 
somewhere else.”

In his book he challenges the reader as a pastoral 
minister to reflect on what one wants or hopes to be 
(one’s goodness) and on what fulfillment (or holi-
ness) looks like, along with what character strengths 
(virtues) are required for ministry and cultivating 
spirituality.

Reading this book made me think about the 
whole notion of “how do you know you are getting 
old?” Either we look at ourselves in the mirror or 
just look at our medicine cabinet (or the side table 
next to our bed). What will we find? Tylenol, Pepcid, 
Bengay – oh, and don’t forget the Vicks (LOL!). 

I’m at a point in my life that I need my high 
blood pressure medication daily to feel well, just like 
I need my eyeglasses to see. I also remind myself to 
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Deacon
Luis Zuniga
Director, Office 
for Pastoral Life 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

The Church: A place for the wounded to heal»Formation
for Ministry

St. Camillus de Lellis was 
born at Bocchianico, Italy in 
1550. As a young man still in 
his teens, he joined the Venetian 
army and fought in a war against 
the Turks. But he was addicted to 
gambling, and by 1574 was pen-
niless in Naples. 

Camillus found work as a 
laborer at a Capuchin monas-
tery and became a novice in the 
order. But he was unable to be 
professed because of a lingering 
leg wound he had suffered while 
fighting the Turks. 

Camillus went to Rome and 
entered the St. Giacomo Hospi-
tal there, which cared for incur-
able patients. At this hospital he 
devoted himself to caring for 
the sick, and eventually became 
director of the facility. He also 
received permission from his 
confessor, St. Philip Neri, to be 
ordained. 

Later, with two companions, 
Camillus decided to found his 
own congregation, the Order 
of Clerks Regular, Ministers of 
the Infirm (abbreviated as M.I.), 
dedicated to the care of the ill. 
Known informally as the Camel-
lians, they cared for patients of 
Holy Ghost Hospital in Rome, 
enlarged their facilities in 1585, 
and founded a new house in Na-
ples in 1588. They achieved he-
roic status attending the plague-
stricken aboard ships in Rome’s 
harbor and in Rome, and were 
even credited with ending the 
scourge in the city. 

The Congregation was made 
into an order to serve the sick by 
Pope Gregory XIV in 1591. On 
two different occasions, 1591 and 
1605, Camillus sent members of 
his order to minister to wounded 
troops in Hungary and Croatia – 
the first medical field unit. 

Gravely ill himself for many 
years, Camillus resigned as su-
perior of the Order in 1607 and 
died in Rome on July 14, the 
year after he attended a General 
Chapter there. 

St. Camillus was canon-
ized in 1746. He was declared 
the patron of the sick, with St. 
John of God, by Pope Leo XIII, 
and named patron of nurses and 
nursing groups by Pope Pius XI. 
His feast day is July 18.

—
With information from Catholic 
Online and Wikipedia.

Spotlight on 
St. Camillus 

de Lellis

»Feast Day 
July 18

Courtesy photo 

St. Camillus de Lellis was canonized in 
1746, was declared patron of the sick, 
and patron of nurses and nursing.

In recent years one hears 
more and more frequently the 
expression the True Presence 
of Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 
The use of the term raises ques-
tions, no doubt unintention-
ally, about the nature of Christ’s 
presence in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

As the doctrinal texts show, 
the Church is very careful in 
her use of language with respect 
to the mystery of the Most Holy 
Eucharist. Words can say some-
thing true, but still be an inad-
equate  expression of the whole 
truth. That is the case here. True 
Presence says something accu-
rate, but it is an inadequate term 
because it doesn’t distinguish 
the manner in which Christ is 
present. Christ has a true pres-
ence in the Holy Eucharist, but 
also in his mystical Body, in 
his Scriptures, in his minister 
the priest, in the person in the 
state of grace. However, only 
in the Blessed Sacrament does 
his presence pertain to the on-

tological or metaphysical order, 
the order of real being.

This is why the Church 
uses the term Real Presence to 
uniquely distinguish His Pres-
ence in the Blessed Sacrament 
from his presence in other 
contexts. Catholics should 
therefore use the expression 
canonized by ecclesiastical us-
age and which alone adequately 
expresses the truth about the 
unique manner of Christ’s Pres-
ence in the Blessed Sacrament.

Finally, the Church does 
speak of Christ’s true body 
and true blood (e.g. Council of 
Trent, Decree on the Most Holy 
Eucharist). In such cases, how-
ever, the use of the term body 
as the reality modified by true 
makes it clearly a metaphysical 
reference. True Presence lacks 
such clarity.

—
Source: https://www.ewtn.com 
Answered by Colin B. Donovan, 
STL

do his work. 
In the past few months, I 

started going to a food bank and 
we would hand out food at a park 
to homeless people. I got to see 
faces of people who you know 
are really grateful. And even 
though it wasn’t me providing 
the food, I was providing my 
labor to help feed them. I felt 
sorry that I could not do much 
more than just serve them food. 

It was enlightening to know 
that there are people out there 
and that I can go help them. 
Maybe not right now, but more 
when I am older and I can 
do more. I would just like to 
continue doing it and do bigger 
works through him, through 
God.

Any chance I get to 
volunteer, I take it because I 
know that God wants me to 
take those opportunities and 

Living Our  Faith
How do you witness your 
faith in the world today?

“

Aún recuerdo cuando 
de pequeña visitaba en 
vacaciones a mi abuelita 
materna en Cd. Victoria y 
como de costumbre todos los 
domingos reunía a sus nietos 
y nos llevaban a misa, desde 
entonces mi abuelita sembró 
en cada uno de sus nietos la 
semilla de acercarnos y creer 
en Dios.           

Con el paso de los años 
situaciones fuertes  te hacen 
madurar y comienzas a sentir 
la necesidad de buscar y 
conocer verdaderamente a 
Dios, ya que tienes la certeza 
que todo saldrá bien porque 
pones todo en manos de 
Dios pues el tiene el control 
en nuestras vidas. Cuando 
dejamos que Jesús entre 
en nuestros corazones y 
transforme nuestras vidas 
y por añadidura nuestras 
familias serán transformadas 

“

Adrian Calderon
15 years old
Holy Spirit Church, McAllen

Laura Perales
Volunteer
Holy Family Church, Brownsville

True Presence or Real Presence?Q&A
Christ in you,

the hope of glory

» Please see The Wounded p.8

y a su vez nuestra sociedad.
No podemos dar lo que no 

se tiene en el corazón, por tal 
razón si tenemos corazones 
puros, llenos de amor y de 
bondad es lo mismo que 
daremos hacia los demás.

El cristiano siempre brillará 
con todas sus virtudes de entre 
los demás.



6 DIOCESE The Valley Catholic - July 2019 

Good Shepherd Travel

Respite Center moves again

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic 

McALLEN — The Human-
itarian Respite Center is once 
again operating in downtown 
McAllen, seemingly not missing 
a beat as hundreds of immigrant 
families continue to arrive daily 
to find temporary shelter there.

Workers and volunteers 
from Catholic Charities of the 
Rio Grande Valley finished 
moving the center to its new 
location across 15th Street and 
Austin Avenue from the Central 
Bus Station during the week of 
June 16-22.

The center had been 
operating since November 2018 
in a former nursing home at 209 
E. Hackberry, a mile and a half 
from downtown. Early in 2019, 
as the numbers of immigrants 
using the center swelled to 
a thousand or more a day, 
neighbors began complaining 
to the City of McAllen. That 
prompted the City Commission 
in February to order a move to a 
different location. 

The number of immigrants 
using the center is down 
somewhat from its peak earlier 
this year. So far, 400 to 600 a day 
are using the new downtown 
location, said Michelle Nuñez, a 
spokesperson for CCRGV.

As in its previous locations, 
the respite center offers 
immigrants awaiting court 
hearings a place to eat, shower 

and spend a night in safety 
before they travel – usually by 
bus – to meet relatives in other 
cities and states. 

“The location is perfect,” 
said Lilli Rey of Bay Area Border 
Relief, a group of 24 volunteers 
from California. She called 
the move back to downtown 
“heaven” because of its proximity 
to the bus station. 

“And it’s close to a lot of 
dollar stores,” Rey said, where 
clothing and sundries can be 
obtained inexpensively for those 
passing through. 

On May 25, Bay Area Border 
Relief had just finished unloading 
bags of clothing purchased with 
$3,500 raised in 24 hours in the 
San Francisco Bay Area from 
one Facebook post.

Such help from across the 
United States continues to 
converge on the Respite Center to 
help Catholic Charities with the 
task. That same day, volunteers 
from Missouri, Colorado and 
New York were all at work even 
as a group of a hundred more 
immigrants arrived.

In the Respite Center’s 
kitchen and dining area, Sister 
Elisa Ryan of St. Louis and 
several of her Ursuline colleagues 
prepared lunch and seating 
for the multitude. Among the 
volunteers accompanying her 
was college student Cameron 
Dunbar of New York City, a 
junior industrial labor relations 
major at Cornell University and 

graduate of an Ursuline high 
school in New York. Both Sister 
Ryan and Dunbar said they 
were motivated by the motto of 
Ursuline schools, “Serviam” (“I 
will serve”), as well as the great 
need of immigrants arriving 
here. 

Catholic Charities and 
the volunteers are “doing 
phenomenal work with very 
meager resources,” Sister Ryan 
said. “Our girls just plunged right 
in. They’re working in clothing, 
they’re working out there (in the 

reception area), they’re working 
with the food line. We’re even 
learning to relate to the people 
with some Spanish words.”

“Yesterday they (the Ursuline 
alumnae) didn’t want to leave … 
at 5 o’clock because there were 
still long lines of people waiting,” 
Sister Ryan said. “So we stayed 
until 7:30 until everyone got 
their change of clothes.”

Rey said this was her group’s 
fourth trip to the Valley since 
last summer, when family 

Humanitarian relief efforts 
continue in downtown McAllen  

Think of  
the Gospel
EVERY DAY

An ancient prayer form, Lec-
tio Divina dates back to the mo-
nastic communities. It is a way to 
meditate on God’s word. Trans-
lated as “divine reading,” Lectio 
Divina is a method for praying 
with the Scriptures, and follows 
four steps.

Lectio Divina

1. Lectio (Read)
Be attentive to detail 
as you read. 
Pause on a single word or phrase that 
resonates with the mind and heart. 
Ask yourself, “What is this passage 
saying?”

2. Meditatio 
(Mediate)

Read the passage 
again slowly.
Reflect upon what was read.

3. Contemplatio 
(Contemplate)

Read the passage again.
Note what God is trying to teach you 
through the passage and time of 
prayer.

4. Oratio (Pray)
Dialogue with God in prayer 
about the passage. 
Ask him to lead you to a deeper 
understanding. 

Source: USCCB, Catechetical Sunday 
2009, “Ever Ancient, Ever New: The 
Art and Practice of Lectio Divina”

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

The Humanitarian Respite Center 
first opened as a temporary shelter 
in June 2014 in the parish hall of 
Sacred Heart Church, two blocks 
from its current location. During 
those five years it has moved several 
times and served more than 150,000 
visitors. Because of the large number 
of immigrants arriving in the Valley 
this year, Queen of Peace Parish 
in Harlingen has been assisting by 
providing similar services.

» Please see Respite Center p.9

Courtesy Photo
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Those Who  Serve: Father Luis Tinajero 

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic 

SAN BENITO — Father Luis 
Roberto Tinajero recalls his 2012 
ordination with a sense of awe – 
and wonder.

“It was rather overwhelm-
ing,” he said of being ordained 
after an 18-year spiritual journey 
that began at a high school semi-
nary in Mexico. 

The freshly minted priest had 
a question to answer before pro-
ceeding into his new vocation.

“Why me?’’ Father Tinajero 
asked himself. 

He did not see himself as be-
ing any smarter or more worthy 
or holy than anyone else he knew. 
But he soon found an answer in 
the Book of Hebrews in the New 
Testament. Hebrews 5:1-6 speaks 
of Christ’s divine appointment 
and of his humanity. 

The scriptures say priests are 

chosen among men to represent 
them in matters related to God. 
Every man selected for such a 
high calling, Hebrews says, are 
subject to the same weaknesses 
as those they serve. Those verses 
resonated with Father Tinajero, 
as did the passages on how these 
sacred appointments are made. 

“‘No one takes this honor 
upon himself, not even Christ,’’ 
he said, reaffirming scripture. 

Hebrews 5: 4-5 states, “So 
Christ also did not take upon 
himself the glory of becoming a 
high priest, but God said to him, 
‘You are my Son; today I have be-
come your Father.’”

With his Bible open to He-
brews, Father Tinajero said, 
“This always calls my attention.”

That scripture among many 
others keeps the 38-year-old 
priest and Michoacán native 
grounded in his ministry. Father 
Tinajero is in his third year as the 

priest for St. Benedict’s Church 
in San Benito. It is the oldest 
Catholic church in the commu-
nity. The original St. Benedict’s 
was erected in 1910. A fire de-
stroyed the first church in 1923, 
with St. Benedict’s relocated to its 
present location on South Bowie 
Street in 1925.

St. Benedict’s is one of the 
Diocese of Brownsville’s mother 
churches from which other par-
ishes derived. Father Tinajero 
is mindful of St. Benedict’s his-
torical role and presence. He has 
worked closely with parishioners 
to revitalize the church in spirit 
and its facilities. Walls and win-
dows were repaired. The sacristy 
was renovated to properly honor 
where sacred objects are kept. 
New floors were put down and 
new bathrooms built.

Beyond the building im-
provements, Father Tinajero has 
strived to uplift the spirituality 

of the parish in the heart of San 
Benito.

“There is a lot of good will 
and an eagerness to learn more 
about God,” he said. “We have 
sought to develop a sense of be-
longing in the community.”

Evelyn Hernandez, St. Bene-
dict’s secretary, has seen Father 
Tinajero’s impact since his ar-
rival in 2016. 

“Father has brought in so 
much energy,” Hernandez said. 
“People are proud of the church 
where they were raised, and the 
young people are coming back 
because Father interacts 
with them. He’s not 
just someone they 
see every week at the 
front (of church) 
conducting Mass.’’

It’s all part 
of what Father 
Tinajero said 
is “a grace 

of state.” He compares it to the 
wind. 

“You cannot see the wind, 

Finding meaning in being chosen
» Please see Tinajeto p.8
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July» Birthdays
  2 Rev. Genaro Henriquez 
  4 Rev. Gabriel I. Ezeh
  4 Rev. Jose Luis Garcia
  8 Rev. Juan Pablo Davalos
17 Rev. Luis Roberto Tinajero
18 Rev. Ernesto Magallon
18 Rev. Jesus E. Paredes 
19 Rev. Joaquin Zermeño
20 Rev. Amador Garza
21 Rev. Francisco Castillo 
22 Rev. Terrance Gorski, O.F.M.
25 Rev. Ernest Ukwueze
27 Rev. Jose R. Torres, O.M.I.
29 Rev. Richard Phillion, O.M.I.
29 Rev. Manuel U. Gacad, M.J.   
   2 Deacon Jose Luis Mendez
  3 Deacon Armandin Villarreal
  9 Deacon Arturo Escobedo
10 Deacon Augusto Chapa
10 Deacon Rodolfo C. Salinas
18 Deacon Francisco D. Pon
19 Deacon Pedro Requeñez, Jr.
29 Deacon Jorge Isaac Hinojosa   
 1 Sister Norma Pimentel, M.J.
 4 Sister Maureen Crosby, S.S.D.
11 Sister Beatrice Ayala, O.S.C. Cap.
11 Sister Mary Uyeno, I.W.B.S.
17 Sister Shirley Mueller, O.S.F.
21 Sister Maria Santana, M.E.F.
27 Phylis Peters, D.C.
31 Sister Ninfa Garza, M.J. » Anniversaries
 1 Rev. Anthony O'Connor, S.M.
 4 Rev. Daniel Herve Oyama
 9 Rev. Horacio Chavarria 
16 Rev. Arturo Cardenas
16 Rev. Franciscus Asisi E. Yuantoro, M.S.F..
16  Rev. Michael A. Montoya, M.J.
17 Rev. Isaac E. Erondu
21 Most Rev. Mario A. Aviles, C.O.
23 Rev. Gabriel I. Ezeh
27 Rev. Emmanuel Kwofie

The list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 

provided so that parishioners may 
remember the priests, deacons 

and religious in their prayers and 
send them a note or a card.

»Birthday & 
Anniversary 

Wishes

have my rosary and my 

Bible on my bedside table. 
Praying, reading and journ-
aling every day helps me to 
reflect. Praying the Liturgy 
of the Hours and spending 

time with lectio divina (sa-
cred reading) and going to 
Perpetual Adoration often 
is what keeps me focused 
and anchored to my faith.

The Wounded
continued from pg. 5

but you can see its effects,’’ 
he said. “Leaves fall to the 
ground. Dust is kicked up 
into the air.”

With his Bible still open 

to Hebrews, the priest said, 
“You can see its (wind) ef-
fects even it is not visible. It 
is the same with grace. We 
all have a grace of state, as 
parents or priests or what-
ever we do in life in our 
work. Grace is an invisible 
gift.”

The influence and grace 

of Father Tinajero’s influ-
ence on his parish can be 
seen in improved church 
structures and in the re-
newed spiritual commit-
ment to St. Benedict’s from 
its community.

They are gifts that are 
both visible and invisible – 
and both are very real.

Tinajero
continued from pg. 7

oh what beauty it would be. 
The Church does not write 
the laws, but she calls to the 
conscience of the govern-
ments of the world that 
they have compassion for 
the vulnerable among us, in 
the name of the vulnerable 
Lord, who became poor, 
capable of being hurt and 
rejected. 

It is true, the Church 
cannot write laws in this 
world, but the voice of the 
Church is your voice. They 
are no longer listening to 
us bishops, but you have 
a voice to raise awareness. 
It is the only defense we 
have for the protection of 
the vulnerable. And while 
governments are discussing 
how they are going to do 
what they are going to do, 
the Church has a voice, but 

it is not the only one. We as 
Christians try to respond 
to the vulnerable person. 
It is what we do. The poor 
person, the disabled person, 
the small child who does 
not have anyone, the elderly 
person who lives alone, 
must move us to action.

We do not need to wait 
to change the laws in order 
to respond with our hearts 
and with tenderness to the 
suffering of the vulnerable 
Christ among us. This is the 
point. And the Lord will 
ask us for this in the final 
judgment. “Did you look 
for ways to protect me? Did 
you look for ways to clothe 
me when I did not have any, 
to feed me when I was hun-
gry, to give me drink when 
I was thirsty?” It is some-
thing that he will ask each 
one. Our salvation depends 
on the response we are go-
ing to give to the Lord.

There are two levels. 
One: Governments have 
to be aware. I am talking 
about governments all over 

the country, and around the 
world. And two: We, who 
have the vulnerable Lord 
among us, have this gift 
to remind us – “Be aware” 
the vulnerable Lord lives 
among us.” And although 
we cannot save everyone, 
or give everyone accommo-
dation or food, at least we 
must treat those who live 
the difficulty and the cross 
of this life with respect. This 
respect is lacking in much 
of the world. Not only do 
the governments of this 
world not want to help, 
sometimes they also scorn 
those who need help as if it 
is the fault of the poor that 
they are poor. We cannot 
think like that. We have to 
respond to the Lord, the 
vulnerable one. And when 
we walk in the procession 
with the Blessed Sacrament, 
and the desire we have to 
protect and honor him, that 
also extends to our brothers 
and sisters in this world. I 
pray it will be so. Amen.

Blessed 
Sacrament

continued from pg. 2

Alberto Zavala / The Valley Catholic

The campanile of the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine has been 
shrouded in scaffolding throughout the month of June as workers re-grout and reseal the 
limestone facing.  As July approached, the bell tower was scheduled to have its bells, some of 
which weigh more than four tons, temporarily removed by crane for maintenance. 

Bell Tower Maintenance

El Santísimo 
continúa de pág. 2

que se hizo pobre, capaz de ser herido y rechazado. 
Sí es cierto la Iglesia no puede escribir las leyes 
en este mundo. Sin embargo, la voz de la Iglesia 
es la voz de ustedes. Ya a los obispos ni nos hacen 
caso. Pero, cristiano, tienes voz para llamar a la 
consciencia. Es la única defensa que tenemos para 
la protección de los vulnerables. Y mientras los 
gobiernos van discutiendo como van a hacer lo que 
van a hacer, y bueno, la Iglesia tiene una voz, pero 
no es la única. 

Nosotros como cristianos tratamos de responder 
a la persona vulnerable. Es lo que hacemos. La 
persona pobre, el discapacitado, el niño chiquito que 
no tiene a nadie, el anciano que vive solo, debe de 
movernos. 

No necesitamos esperar a cambiar las leyes 
para poder responder con corazón y con ternura al 
sufrimiento del Cristo vulnerable entre nosotros. 
Este es el punto. Y el Señor nos va pedir esto en 
el juicio final. “¿Buscaron cómo protegerme? 
¿Buscaron cómo darme ropa cuando no tenia, de 
comer cuando tenía hambre, de beber cuando tenía 
sed?” Es cosa que nos va a preguntar a cada uno. 
Nuestra salvación depende de la respuesta que le 
vamos a dar al Señor. 

Entonces son dos niveles. Los gobiernos tienen 
que tomar consciencia. Estoy hablando de los 
gobiernos de todo el país, de todo el mundo. Y 
nosotros, que tenemos el vulnerable Señor entre 
nosotros para recordarnos – “Tengan consciencia 
pueblo cristiano. El Señor vulnerable vive entre 
nosotros”. Y aunque no podamos salvar a todo el 
mundo, o darle a todo el mundo alojamiento y 
comida, por lo menos hay que tratar con respeto, 
mucho respeto, a los que viven la dificultad y la 
cruz de esta vida. Porque esto es, como que le falta 
mucho a este mundo, ¿no? Que no solamente a 
veces los gobiernos de este mundo no quieren 
ayudar, pero también desprecian como si fuera 
culpa de los pobres ser pobre. Ay pueblo cristiano, 
no podemos pensar así. Tenemos que responderle 
al Señor, el vulnerable. Y cuando vamos caminando 
en la procesión con el Santísimo, con el deseo que 
tenemos de proteger y darle honor a él, que también 
se extienda este deseo a nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas en este mundo. Que así sea. Amen. 
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La pintura, “Bajo 
el Manto de María”, 
se presentó en 
la conferencia 
“Life Matters”. 
Es obra de la 
artista Carolina 
Felix Ethridge de 
Edinburg.

Julie Hernandez, 
Mobile Journalist/ 
The Valley Catholic

El aborto es ‘el asalto más grave 
de la dignidad humana’

Por PAUL BINZ 
The Valley Catholic 

En la Conferencia Anual a 
favor de la vida, el obispo Daniel 
E. Flores llamó al aborto “el asalto 
más obvio y más grave de la 
dignidad humana en el mundo 
de hoy”.

“La promoción sistemática 
legal del no estatus del niño por 
nacer es a nivel social, político, 
legal y personal, el asalto 
más grave. Pero debemos ser 
conscientes de que no es el único 
asalto”.

El obispo Flores luego advirtió 
contra la marginación de las vidas 
de los ancianos, los enfermos y los 
pobres en su discurso de apertura 
el 15 de junio ante una multitud 
de 250 partidarios de la vida en 
la conferencia, celebrada este año 
en la Sala Parroquial del Sagrado 
Corazón en el centro de McAllen.

El padre Derlis García, 
director del Apostolado Pro-Vida 
de la Diócesis de Brownsville, 
también habló sobre el 
amplio espectro que abarca el 
movimiento Pro-Vida, incluidas 
las posiciones de la Iglesia 
Católica contra la eutanasia, el 
suicidio y la pena de muerte.

“Uno no puede ser católico 
de buena reputación y estar en 
contra de la vida”, dijo. “La vida 
no es nuestra, sino un regalo de 
Dios. Depende de él quitarlo 
cómo elija ... Tu vida está prestada 
de Dios”.

El padre García señaló que en 
el momento en que se considera 
un aborto, “la reproducción ya ha 
tenido lugar”.

Instó a los padres a no 
rechazar a sus hijas solteras que 
están embarazadas simplemente 

porque han cometido un error 
que les cambió la vida. En 
cambio, estas jóvenes deberían 
ser abrazadas porque ya son 
portadoras de una nueva vida 
y necesitan apoyo familiar: 
“Alégrate en la vida que ya está 
allí”, dijo.

“Defendemos la vida que 
tenemos ante nosotros. ... Ve y 
proclama el evangelio de la vida”.

El padre García relató la 
historia de la sentencia Roe vs. 
Wade de 1973 por parte de la 
Corte Suprema de los EE. UU. 
Que legalizó el aborto, y agregó 
que desde entonces se han 
practicado unos 60 millones de 
abortos en este país, incluidas 

más de 50,000 en 
el Valle del Río Grande.

También señaló que si bien 
varios estados han aprobado 
recientemente una legislación 
que restringe los abortos, otros 
estados han liberalizado sus leyes 
para permitir aún más abortos 
tardíos.

Janie Salinas, directora 
ejecutiva del Centro de 

Embarazo de McAllen, habló 
sobre su trabajo pro vida actual 
y sus experiencias en la profesión 
médica, con descripciones e 
imágenes de bebés abortados que 
ilustran la naturaleza horrible 
del proceso. Pero los esfuerzos 
realizados por el Centro de 
Embarazo de McAllen y los 
consejeros asociados en aceras 
han resultado en que muchos 
bebés se salven, dijo.

Las personas que asistieron 
a la conferencia también 
escucharon testimonios sobre 
mujeres que han encontrado 
curación después del aborto a 
través del programa Rachel’s 
Vineyard; y una mesa redonda 
con una joven pareja que practica 
la planificación familiar natural.

El obispo Flores insistió a los 
fieles a hacer uso de su compasión 
y conciencia, dones del Espíritu 
Santo, dijo.

“Creo que el movimiento 
Pro-Vida es una manifestación 
de ese don del espíritu que 
principalmente ve ... ante todo, 
el sufrimiento del niño por nacer 
que está relegado por ley al estado 
de no persona, que se considera 
que no tiene valor y no hay 
reconocimiento en la sociedad. 
También es el sufrimiento de 
muchas madres que lo harían si 
tuvieran la capacidad o la ayuda, 
si no fueran rechazadas por 
cualquier circunstancia, querrán 

llevar a término a su hijo”.
“Tenemos que ‘infiltrarnos’ 

en la sociedad con un don de 
cuidado”, dijo. “Simplemente 
está generando una respuesta 
apasionada al sufrimiento 
humano”.

“Y como sociedad no 
solo de la Iglesia, sino de los 
seres humanos, tenemos que 
comprometernos a hacer todo lo 
posible para alentar la vida”.

Finalmente, el obispo Flores 
advirtió a la multitud sobre 
los métodos y objetivos de los 
defensores del aborto:

“Hay estos intereses que 
dicen: ‘Debemos hacer que el 
mensaje sea tan poderoso, este 
llamado derecho al aborto, que 
el corazón humano olvidará su 
deseo natural de proteger al niño 
ya la madre’. Entonces, no es solo 
un movimiento para promover 
el aborto legalmente y en todo el 
mundo y apoyarlo y colonizarlo 
en el tercer mundo, lo cual es 
un gran problema. ... También 
es un deseo de borrar una parte 
fundamental de la humanidad, 
para hacernos olvidar.

“Porque la idea es si pueden 
decirlo lo suficientemente alto y 
si pueden anunciarlo suficientes 
veces ... si pueden mantener la 
presión alta, tarde o temprano 
todos dirán: ‘Esto es natural. El 
aborto es un derecho, y el niño no 
significa nada”.

separations by federal officials 
prompted them to action. They 
plan to return later this year.

The center first opened as a 
temporary shelter in June 2014 
in the parish hall of Sacred Heart 

Church, just two blocks from its 
current location. During those 
five years it has moved several 
times and served more than 
150,000 visitors.

Rey said she was inspired 
by the words of Sister Norma 
Pimentel, CCRGV’s director,  
“‘It’s never wrong to help another 
human being.’”

Respite Center
continued from pg. 6
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La gran generación 
de nuestros padres

Los actos conmemorativos, 
celebraciones y honores por el 
septuagésimo quinto aniversario 

del “día D,” esto es la invasión de las 
playas de Normandía, Francia, por 
más de 60,000 jóvenes soldados de 
los países aliados contra el ejército 
Alemán de Hitler, nos explica por qué 
se les ha denominado la “última gran 
generación” a todos esos hombres que 
lucharon para acabar con la segunda 
guerra mundial, especialmente esos 
que desembarcaban en masa ese 
día, sabiendo que serían acribillados 
y bombardeados, pero que se 
sacrificaban por sus hermanos en 
armas que venían detrás y por 
sus familias que vivían en paz y 
tranquilidad en América, pero 
amenazados de sufrir la misma 
destrucción que vivió toda Europa. 

Como testimonio permanente de 
ese sacrificio hay más de 9,000 tumbas 
ahí, solamente en el cementerio 
americano, más otros tantos miles 
de ingleses y canadienses que 
desembarcaron aquel 6 de junio de 
1944. Esa fue la generación de nuestros 
padres y abuelos, o los bisabuelos y 
tatarabuelos de los milenios de hoy, 
quienes no tienen ni idea de aquellos 
acontecimientos. Los últimos cinco 
sobrevivientes del desembarco aliado 
que libero a Francia, recibieron la 
más alta condecoración que otorga el 
gobierno Francés, la legión de honor, 

y junto con el grupo de veteranos de la 
segunda guerra mundial ahí presentes, 
recibieron el agradecimiento del 
presidente francés y nuestro presidente 
por su servicio y la valentía de sus 
actos a lo largo del conflicto entre 
1936-1945.  

Aquellos que tuvieron la suerte 
de regresar con sus seres queridos, 
formaron hogares y a sus hijos se les 
denominó la generación de los “baby 
boomers,” que literalmente se refiere 
a los bebes nacidos después de los 
bombazos; y si me refiero todo en 
masculino, es porque en ese entonces 
las mujeres no luchaban en el frente, 
y eran los padres quienes llevaban el 
único sustento del hogar. Y aunque 
ahora muchas cosas han cambiado, el 
sentimiento del hombre al formar su 
familia sigue siendo el mismo. 

El tener un hijo es cumplir con el 
instinto de conservación de la especie. 
Para los hombres, el ser padre es 
la expresión de la masculinidad en 
plenitud, pero la paternidad es un 
sentimiento que requiere de cierta 
reflexión, pues la primera reacción 
del varón ante la llegada de un hijo 
es sorpresa, seguida de arrogancia, 
confianza en sí mismo, de admiración 
ante su propia naturaleza y de cómo 
Dios le ha permitido ser instrumento 
para prolongar en un nuevo ser su 
código genético.

Msgr. Juan Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville 
 

»La Alegría 
de Vivir

» Por favor lea Generación p.11

Papa Francisco. Crédito: Daniel Ibáñez / ACI 

Dios nunca se cansa de 
perdonar, dice el Papa 

Francisco a presos
ACI Prensa

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
— En una carta enviada a los 
presos de la cárcel de la isla de 
Gorgona (Italia), el Papa Fran-
cisco recordó que Dios nunca se 
cansa de perdonar.

“Cuando vamos a pedirle 
perdón al Señor, Él nos perdona 
siempre, no se cansa nunca de 
perdonar y de recogernos del 
polvo de nuestros pecados”, 
escribió el Santo Padre a los 
presos en una carta que fue en-
tregada el sábado 22 de junio 
por el Cardenal Ernest Simoni.

“Todos nosotros comete-
mos errores en la vida y somos 
pecadores. Y todos pedimos 
perdón de estos errores y hac-
emos un camino de reinserción 
para no equivocarnos más”, 
indicó el Santo Padre según 
informa el diario del Vaticano, 
L’Osservatore Romano (LOR).

“Los aliento a mirar el futu-
ro con confianza, prosiguiendo 
con la preciosa ayuda de su ca-
pellán y de otros educadores, el 

camino de renovación interior, 
sostenidos por la fe y la esper-
anza que el Señor, rico en mi-
sericordia, siempre les concede”.

LOR señala que la carta de 
Francisco es una respuesta a 
una misiva que enviaron los 
presos al Papa.

El diario del Vaticano re-
fiere que resulta significativo 
que la carta del Papa haya sido 
llevada por el Cardenal Simoni, 
de 91 años de edad, que “conoce 
la dura realidad de la cárcel al 
haberla sufrido durante el régi-
men comunista en Albania que 
lo condenó a 25 años de traba-
jos forzados”.

El Cardenal Simoni sobre-
vivió a dos penas de muerte que 
le impuso el régimen comunista 
de Albania en 1963 y en 1973. 
Se salvó de morir y su testimo-
nio hizo llorar al Papa Francisco 
durante la visita que hizo a este 
país en septiembre 2014.

Ernest Simoni fue creado 
Cardenal por el Papa Francis-
co en el consistorio del 19 de 
noviembre de 2016.

Para conocerlo, 
para amarlo, para servirlo

Lydia Pesina 
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar 
 

»Vida 
Familiar

La memoria es interesante: 
¿Por qué recordamos algunas 
personas, lugares o sucesos y no 

otros? Yo estoy actualmente escribi-
endo mi columna número 99 para el 
periódico “The Valley Catholic”. En 
privado, he nombrado estas colum-
nas “La Serie para Recordar,” porque 
yo creo que Dios ha puesto en cada 
uno de nuestros corazones todo lo 
que necesitamos para llegar a ser la 
persona que Él creó de forma única, 
pero necesitamos de otros que nos lo 
recuerden. Toma toda una vida para 
ser transformados en ese ser único. 
Cuando leo un libro o las escrituras, o 
escucho una homilía o a un amigo, me 
recuerdan de algo que necesito reco-
brar para llegar a ser la mejor persona 
para lo que Dios me creó.

Creciendo en los años 60’s yo 
recuerdo con cariño mis clases de 
catecismo. Una de las herramientas de 
estudio que nuestros catequistas uti-
lizaban era el “Baltimore Catechism”, 
que contenía 100 preguntas acerca de 
Dios. La número 6 dice: 6. P. ¿Por qué 
Dios te hizo? R. Dios me hizo para 
conocerlo, para amarlo y para servirlo 
en este mundo y para ser feliz con Él 
por siempre en el cielo. Por alguna 
razón, esta declaracion en particular, 
se ha quedado fuertemente grabada en 
mí todos estos años. Lucas 4:8 “Jesús 
respondió: “Está escrito: Al Señor tu 
Dios adorarás y a él solo servirás”. 
Cada día yo oro que el Espíritu Santo 
me dé la gracia de servirlo a través del 
servicio a mi familia (antes que nada), 
del servicio a la iglesia y a la comuni-
dad y del servicio a los necesitados.

¿Cómo llegamos a conocer mejor 
a Dios? Quizás una de las formas de 
amar mejor a Dios es por medio de 
esforzarnos en “amar” a aquellos en 
nuestra familia, en nuestro lugar de 
trabajo, en nuestra comunidad y/o 
iglesia, que no son fáciles de “amar”. En 
Mateo 5:39, Jesús nos dice “En cambio, 
yo les digo; No resistan a los malvados. 
Preséntale la mejía izquierda al que te 
abofetea la derecha.”

 ¿Cómo servimos a Dios diari-
amente? Yo creo que los servimos a 
través de servir a nuestra familia, nues-
tra comunidad y a los necesitados.

San Juan Pablo II nos recordó en 
su Exhortación Apostólica “Famil-
iaris Consortio” que lo sagrado de 
la vida recae en las cosas ordinarias. 
Él enfatizó que la familia, la “iglesia 
doméstica” es santa y que todo lo 
bueno que hacemos unos por otros 
dentro de nuestra familia, es sagrado. 
Yo regularmente le pregunto a la gente 
en las presentaciones sobre familia 
o matrimonio: ¿Cuántos de ustedes 
lavaron platos esta semana? Una gran 
mayoría levanta la mano y yo destaco 
el hecho de que lo que ellos hicieron 
fue sagrado/santo porque lo hicieron 
para servir a su familia. Todas las 
decisiones grandes o pequeñas y las 
acciones que hacemos por la familia 
como lavar platos, trabajar para llevar 
comida a la mesa, planear y preparar la 
comida, planchar, hacer presupuesto, 
limpiar, disciplinar, son maneras de 
servir a Dios a través de la familia.

Nuestra hermosa Diócesis de 
Brownsville, con sus 72 parroquias 
y 48 misiones no podría continuar 
construyendo el Reino de Dios desde 
esta pequeña esquina si no fuera por 
los cientos de voluntarios que sirven 
a la iglesia y a la comunidad. Estos 
ordinarios y extraordinarios volun-
tarios, dan su servicio alimentando a 
quien está hambriento en las cocinas 
de sopa (soup kitchens) en los grupos 
de St. Vincent de Paul, catequizando a 
niños y jóvenes, llevando el ministerio 
a los encarcelados, compartiendo su 
testimonio con parejas comprometidas 
o matrimonios. Otros sirven llevando 
la comunión a las personas que no 
pueden salir de sus hogares a tomarla, 
ayudando a los migrantes e inmigran-
tes y otros orando incesantemente por 
la paz en nuestros corazones, nuestras 
familias, nuestro país y nuestro 
mundo. Que cada uno podamos es-
forzarnos para conocer, amar y servir 
mejor a Dios.
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Recommended by  
SISTER MAUREEN 

CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the 

Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of 

Brownsville

»From the Bookshelf

Length: 157 pages 
Publication: IIgnatius 
Press 2nd ed 1992
Author: Catherine 
Beebe  

… great modern apostle of youth, St. 
John Bosco, and his best-loved pupil who 
became a saint, Dominic Savio.  Juggler, 
magician, acrobat, tailor, teacher and 
writer – John Bosco became all of these 
in his effort to lead boys and girls to God. 
A prayer was the price of admission to his 
shows; a friendly contest to match skill or 
strength was his answer to the hoodlums 
who laughed at him.  Tweens & Teens

St. John Bosco 
and St. Dominic
 Savio

Format: DVD & Guides 
Run time: 180 minutes
Production: Paulist Press
Director: Frank Desiano &     
Mary Ann Dundas  

Father Bill is an expert at explaining parts of 
the Bible that baffle us. In this case, he also 
busts myths that have been perpetuated for 
centuries.
Six segments: The genre of apocalyptic 
literature and how to “read” it.  Jewish sources 
… , The Basics …, What makes this book 
so attractive to so many? The “Rapturist” 
interpretation & a better understanding.  English 
only. High School/Adults

Demystifying The 
Book of Revelation

Format: DVD 
Run time: 106 
minutes 
Production: Playfilm: 
1962 version  

Locked in a lonely world of silence and 
darkness, 7-year-old Helen Keller has 
never seen the sky, heard her mother’s 
voice or expressed herself.  Than Annie 
Sullivan, a no-nonsense young teacher 
who has recently regained her sight, 
leads her bold pupil on a miraculous 
journey to happiness and light…
Audio: English, French & Spanish.  
Subtitles French & Spanish.

The Miracle 
Worker

»Worth Watching

Length: 136 pages 
Publication: Ave Maria 
Press 2015
Authors: Maria Morera 
Johnson

In this edgy, honest, and often audacious 
book of Catholic spirituality, blogger and 
popular podcaster M.M. Johnson explores 
the qualities of 24 women who lived lives 
of virtue in unexpected and often difficult 
circumstances. Some of the women you 
will meet are Servant of God.

My Awesome 
Beautiful Badass 
Book of Saints

— 

For a complete 
listing of titles, visit 
the Media Resource 

Center online at www.
cdob.org/media-

resource-center or call 
Sister Crosby at (956) 

784-5041. 

Month of the Precious Blood

Generación
continúa de pág. 10

Y la mayoría de los casos, los 
papás tienen que sobreponerse 
a la sorpresa, aunado al pesado 
sentimiento de responsabilidad 
y luego razonar acerca de lo que 
significa el ser padre el mismo 
día que nace su primer vástago, 
pues el ser padre no solo es 
engendrar, lo que queda claro en 
muchos casos, donde el padre 
adoptivo es quien se encarga 
de dar el afecto, los buenos 
ejemplos y la buena crianza a los 
hijos de su pareja. 

Y para las mujeres 
que se quedan solas con la 
responsabilidad de los hijos, 
si tienen el apoyo y la suerte 
de contar con un abuelo, o tío, 
que sirva como rol paterno a 
sus hijos, les es mucho mas 
fácil el educar a sus hijos. Sea 
cual sea la situación que te 
haya tocado vivir no olvides 
nunca que cuentas con tu padre 
Dios, quien estará ahí a tu lado 
cuando mas lo necesites. Y así 
como en El confiaron aquellos 
sobrevivientes del “día D” hace 
75 años y hoy le agradecen 
seguir vivos, tu igual puedes 
confiar todas tus dudas y en 
El puedes descargar todas tus 
penas.

¡Vive un dia a vez!...Ignite 
the moment!… y recuerda que 
Dios te ama y yo también.

4
FOURTH OF JULY – 
DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED
All offices of the Diocese of Brownsville will 
be closed on Thursday, July 4 in observance 
of the national holiday.

4
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(CONSECRATED LIFE)
Every first Thursday of each month the Holy 
Hour will be dedicated for an increase in 
vocations to consecrated life (active and 
contemplative) and for the religious sisters 
and brothers in our diocese and the success 
of their missions. This Holy Hour is set for 
7-8 p.m. Thursday, July 4 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in 
Alamo.

7
MASS FOR CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS
This month’s Mass for children with special 
needs and their families is set for 1 p.m. 
Sunday, July 7, at Holy Family Church, 2405 
E. Tyler in Brownsville. For more information, 
call the parish office at (956) 546-6975.

11
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(DEACONS)
Every second Thursday of each month 

the Holy Hour will be dedicated for the 
intentions of the deacons (permanent 
and transitional) of the diocese and their 
families.  This month Holy Hour for Vocations 
(Deacons) is set for 7-8 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 11 at St. Joseph Adoration Chapel, 723 
E. Bowie Ave. in Alamo.

13, 20, 27
SJDMI SUMMER COURSES
The San Juan Diego Ministry Institue of the 
Diocese of Brownsville’S Summer 2019 
courses:

• Lectio Divina: Pray with the Bible,  
 Meditate with the Word. Three 
 classes: July 13, 20, 27

• Symbols That Surround Us (Liturgy). 
 Three classes: July 13, 20, 27

• These Beautiful Bones: An Everyday 
 Theology of the Body. One class: July 13

For more information or to register, call 
(956) 784-5059.

14
DEDICATION OF SAN JUAN DIEGO 
CHURCH
The new church for San Juan Diego mission 
will be dedicated during a Mass on Sunday, 
July 14 at 7460 Western Road, Mission.

18
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(MARRIED LIFE)
Every third Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for 
the intentions of the sanctification of 
the Vocation of Matrimony. Families, 
engaged couples, and couples in the Family 
Apostolic Movements and in other marriage 
ministries are invited to gather and pray 
for this intention. This month Holy Hour for 
Vocations (Married Life) is set for 7-8 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 18 at St. Joseph Adoration 
Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in Alamo.

27
NIGHT OF HEALING 
AND DIVINE MERCY
Night of healing and divine mercy with Msgr. 
Juan Nicolau 6:30 p.m. this Saturday and 
every last Saturday of the month at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine in San Juan.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org or call (956) 
784-5055. 

1. Have a special prayer time to ask for 
God’s guidance for your country and its 
people, especially for those in countries 
like the United States, Canada, and 
France that celebrate special holidays 
for their country this month.

2. Do a craft to remember that the 
month of July is dedicated to the 
Precious Blood of Jesus. 
http://bit.ly/preciousblood

3. Pick a service project to do as a 
family this month. It could be something 
small or something large – it’s just 
important to do it with a giving heart.

4. Grab out blocks or LEGO bricks 
and create unique buildings and other 
creations for St. Thomas the Apostle’s 
feast day on July 2. He is the patron 
saint of architects.

5. Visit Eucharistic Adoration (even 
if only briefly with young children) in 
honor of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, who had 
a great devotion to the Eucharist. Her 
feast day is July 14.

6. Prepare your favorite apple recipe 
on or around July 15, since apples 
(and raindrops) are symbols of St. 
Swithan.

7. Make empty tomb rolls as a 
reminder of St. Mary Magdalene being 
present to see both the empty tomb 
and Christ resurrected. Her feast day is 
July 22. http://bit.ly/emptyrolls

8. Go fishing (or just play a round 
of the card game Go Fish!) in honor 
of St. James the Apostle who was a 
fisherman. His feast day is July 25.

9. Plan a visit (or video chat, if distance 
is an issue) with grandparents to 
celebrate the feast day of Saints Anne 
and Joachim, grandparents of Jesus. 
Their feast day is July 26.

10. St. Martha used hospitality as a 
way to serve Jesus and others. Prepare 
a meal or treat for someone special. 
Her feast day is July 29.

By Angie Kauffman 
Source: www.reallifeathome.com

Share your activities. Email us a photo of some of your July activities and enter your name for a chance to win a 
gift certificate to a local restaurant. You can email us at valleycatholic@cdob.org. You can also tag us on your social 
media pages using the hashtag #JulyFunCDOB

The Integrity of Justice: That those 
who administer justice may work 
with integrity, and that the injustice 
which prevails in the world may not 
have the last word.

»The Holy
Father’s
Intentions 
for the Month
of July
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By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS | The Valley Catholic 

LA FERIA — Rita Kelly grew up in Minnesota 
where, as she wrote, “It was as cold as cold can get.”

She also grew up in a home where she said a 
spiritual struggle existed. 

“I saw two opposing forces married to each 
other,” Kelly wrote in her book, Satan And The 
Saints: A True Testimony of Spiritual Warfare. 
“One spouse believed in God; the other did not.”

Her mother, Elizabeth Babler, was a passionate 
and loyal believer of the Lord, a lifelong Catholic 
who raised her nine children in the faith. Jesse 
Joseph Babler, her father, was an atheist. Kelly 
described her non-believer father as a being 
intelligent, polite and respectable man. Kelly’s 
mother desperately wished for her husband to 
convert into a believer and be baptized in the 
Church before he died. 

All appeals to her father over the years failed to 
convince him otherwise.

“I don’t have the gift of faith as you do,” he 
would say.

All of that would change on the night after the 
funeral of Kelly’s mother in early 1962. Jesse Babler 
was steeped in grief over the loss of his beloved 
wife of many years. Kelly and her siblings feared 
he might take his own life. They kept a close watch 
on him that night. In her book, Kelly recalled 
going to check on her father in his bedroom.

“Dad obviously was feeling lost in his grief, 
but he was doing something very much out of 
the ordinary – looking for a missing crucifix,’’ she 
wrote in her book.

It was the crucifix that had hung for years in 
her parents’ bedroom where it was placed between 
pictures of Jesus and Mother Mary. They would 
find the crucifix in the bathroom, hanging below 
the ruffle of a bathroom curtain, and neither 
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Rita Kelly of 
Harlingen recently 
published a 
memoir that 
describes the 
spiritual struggles 
she grew up with.

My life is my 
faith. I can’t 
separate the 
two. You can’t 
do enough 
for your faith. 
I just want 
to please the 
Lord.

Rita Kelly

“
father nor daughter had any idea how it got 
there. As they watched, the cross began to glow; 
when Kelly held the crucifix in her outstretched 
hand, “a radiant flicker similar to a candle’s flame 
began to rise up until the flicker reached about 
two inches in height.”

Kelly writes in her book of feeling “a pulse 
coming from the crucifix in my hand.”’ The 
marvel of that miraculous happening along with 
what her father described as a brief visit by his 
departed wife later that night transformed Jesse 
Babler into a believer. On Jan. 6, 1962, at the age 
of 78, he was baptized at the Catholic Church of 
Mary Queen of Peace in Rogers, Minnesota. 

Sitting in her Harlingen home recently, Kelly, 
now 95, recounted the memory of her father’s 
miraculous conversion to faith and tells it as a 
fresh memory and not something that occurred 
57 years ago. The title of Kelly’s book is inspired 
by her father. 

“Soon after his conversion, my dad knew 
that I should write a book,” Kelly wrote. “His 
suggestion for the title of this testimony had 
been ‘Satan and the Saint,’ referring to him and 
Mother, so I entitled it ‘Satan and the Saints.’”

Into her ninth decade of life, Kelly has 
written her first book and her faith is as strong 
as ever. Kelly’s book is autobiographical, but 
its real intent is describing a life of faith and 

devotion to God and presenting it in a clean and 
straightforward writing style.

Kelly said she wrote the book to demonstrate 
that miracles can happen anywhere and to share 
a testimony of good over evil. She grew up in 
what she calls a “family struggle, where God and 
Satan made their presence known in various 
ways throughout the years.”

The presence of evil, she writes “is not reason 
to give up hope or to submit to a loss of faith. 
After seeing the miracles that happened in 
my own surroundings, I have deep faith in the 
existence of God.”

Her journey of life and faith brought Kelly 
and her husband, Vince, a veterinarian, to the 
Rio Grande Valley in 1972. A nurse by training 
and education, she taught at then-Pan American 
College in Edinburg and helped establish the 
nursing program at Texas Southmost College in 
Brownsville. Now widowed, Kelly at 95 remains a 
strong and vibrant presence with an enthusiasm 
for writing and sharing her faith. She would like 
to write two more books and has a sheaf of notes 
that could provide the basis to do so.

“My life is my faith,” said Kelly, who attends 
St. Francis Xavier Church in La Feria. “I can’t 
separate the two. You can’t do enough for your 
faith. I just want to please the Lord.’’

‘Satan and the Saints’ a 
testament of good over evil


