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By BRENDA NETTLES RIOJAS 
The Valley Catholic

CITRUS CITY — “Father build us a church, 
even it if is just a bodega (metal building).” This 
plea from the community along West Mile 7 Road 
known as Colonia El Flaco evolved into what is 
now the largest mission church in the Diocese of 
Brownsville.

After years of dreaming of a new place for 
worship, hundreds gathered on July 14 for the 
dedication of San Juan Diego Church on Western 
Road between Mile 6 and Mile 7 northwest of 
Mission.

“It’s amazing to see the realization of this 
church. This is truly a miracle,” said Father Michael 
Montoya, a Missionary of Jesus Priest who is pastor 
of St. Anne Church in Peñitas and three mission 
churches, including San Juan Diego Church. 

“This church is built with the prayers of the 
people,” he said. Before the building was completed 
and painted, the faithful of the community wrote 
their names and prayers on the walls.

Father Montoya remembers when one 
parishioner, Maura Garcia, asked for a new church, 
echoing the plea of all the community. They had 
outgrown the small church they had been using 
for 20 years on the corner of Western Road and 
FM 2221/Mile 7. It fit only about 100 people and 
leaked each time it rained. The new church seats 
up to 700 people, and it is far from resembling a 
bodega. 

“Being poor should not limit our imagination 
or our dreams,” Father Montoya said.

“I know that God’s dream for us is a lot 
more than what we can imagine,” he added. But 
sometimes, people limit themselves when others 
tell you, ‘You cannot do it,’” he said. “And a lot 
of people have told us we could not do this, with 
the little money that we have, with the type of 
community that we have.” The church’s weekly 
collection averages between $300 and $400.

From selling tacos and gorditas and organizing 
bingo fundraisers, the community helped raise 
funds for the construction, as did friends of San 

Built with the prayers of the people

» Please see El Sueño p.9

The Valley Catholic

The completion of San Juan Diego Church on July 14 on Western Road northwest of 
Mission fulfilled the dream of its parishioners, who turned out by the hundreds along 
with Bishop Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés for its dedication and 
first Mass.
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Ahora que nos acercamos al 
final del verano, con los distintos 
programas de educación religiosa y 
las Escuelas Católicas que están por 
comenzar un nuevo ciclo, quiero 
compartir algunas reflexiones 
sobre nuestra vida en la Diócesis de 
Brownsville.

Todos tenemos una gran 
deuda de gratitud con los cientos 
de catequistas que enseñan a 
niños y adultos en los programas 
catequéticos de nuestras parroquias; 
y de igual manera estamos en 
deuda con los maestros y con todo 
el personal que trabaja en nuestras 
escuelas católicas. Todas estas 
personas ofrecen generosamente su 
tiempo y su energía pero sobre todo 
ofrecen un gran amor a quienes 
enseñan y motivan en la vida de 
la fe. Todos ustedes son un gran 
aliento y una fuente de esperanza 
para mí y para toda la Iglesia.

Una de mis mayores 
preocupaciones desde que 
me convertí en obispo de esta 
hermosa diócesis ha sido y es la 
evangelización y la catequesis 
de niños, adolescentes y jóvenes 
adultos. Creo que existe un vínculo 
directo entre la evangelización y 
catequesis de adultos y niños y una 
sana vida familiar católica en la 
comunidad.

La vida familiar es donde 
primero se enseña la fe y donde 
comienza la vida de gracia. Si 
de niño te tocó vivir la misma 
experiencia que a mí entonces 
podrás constatar que el fomento 
religioso en el hogar es lo primero 
despertó en nosotros una 
conciencia de la cercanía de Dios 
y de su amor. Por ejemplo, en mi 
caso, antes de que la abuela me 
enseñara como hacer la señal de 
la cruz, ya nuestra casa tenía un 
crucifijo en cada habitación y la 
última cena en grande sobre la 
pared principal del comedor, y eso 
es muy importante. Pues un joven 
que es criado en una casa con agua 
bendita, imágenes de Cristo, de la 
Santísima Virgen y de los santos, 
ya es consciente del misterio del 
amor de Dios, incluso antes de que 
aprenda a rezar sus oraciones. Mis 
primeros años de vida los pasé en 
una parte de Corpus Christi que 
ni siquiera tenía una parroquia 
o una capilla cerca. Pero en casa 
aprendimos nuestras oraciones, y 
todo incluso antes de saber dónde 
se ofrecería clases de catecismo para 
cuando cumpliéramos los seis años 
de edad.

La vida familiar es también 

Enseñando la 
fe, cultivando 

esperanzas 

Now that we are approaching the end of the 
summer, with religious education programs 
and Catholic schools set to begin anew, I 

want to share a few thoughts about our life together 
in the Diocese of Brownsville.

We all owe a great debt of gratitude to the hun-
dreds of catechists who teach adults and children in 
our parish catechetical programs; and we are simi-
larly indebted to the teachers and staffs that work in 
our Catholic schools. They generously give time and 
energy and most of all great love to those they teach 
and encourage in the life of the faith. All of you are a 
great encouragement and source of hope for me and 
for the whole Church.

One of my greatest preoccupations since I be-
came bishop of this beautiful diocese has been and is 
the evangelization and catechesis of youth and young 
adults. And I believe there is a direct link between 
evangelization and catechesis of adults and children 
and the health of Catholic family life in our com-
munity. 

Family life is where the faith is first taught and 
where the life of grace begins. If you were like me as 
a child, it was the religious sense in the home that 
first awakened in me a sense of the closeness of God 
and of his love. Even before I learned how to make 
the Sign of the Cross from my grandmother, our 
home had a Crucifix in every room and a large Last 
Supper over the dinner table. This is so important. 
A young person raised in a home with holy water in 
the house, and images of Christ, the Blessed Virgin 
and the saints is already aware of the mystery of 
God’s love, even before we learned to say our prayers. 
My earliest years were spent in an area of Corpus 
Christi that did not even have a parish or mission 
church nearby. But at home we did learn our prayers, 
and all before we even knew where catechism classes 
would be offered when we reached six years old. 

Family life is also where we learn that the life of 
faith and grace is lived in a community. For the fam-
ily is the first community we encounter, and it is the 
place where we experience being loved and loving 
one another. We help each other in small and great 
ways in our families. We all know family life is under 
great stress these days. There are many families that 
struggle to make ends meet, and so parents work 
several jobs just to put food on the table and prepare 
for emergencies; there are many single moms and 
single dads who endeavor heroically to raise their 
children. There are many grandmothers and grand-
fathers who help their children raise their children.

There are challenges and stresses that erode the 
hopes and dreams of young children. I often say that 
young people between the age of their First Holy 
Communion and their Confirmation are making 
basic decisions that fundamentally direct the direc-

tion of their lives. For at that age they make deci-
sions, whether consciously or not, about whether 
life is a great gift from the God who loves them, with 
challenges that can be overcome, or whether life is a 
cynical game, where nothing really matters all that 
much, where love is just another strategy that’s not 
really real, and that survival is a matter of “doing 
what you have to, no matter what”.

There are great tides of distraction that pull 
youth and young adults away from the thought of 
God and the love he gives us in Christ. But before we 
get overwhelmed by the chaos of modern cultures, 
we must recall how important it is to build a culture 
of faith and generous love in each of our homes.

This is why I plead with parents to spend as 
much time with their children as possible. Make ev-
ery effort to baptize your children shortly after birth, 
and to raise them in the atmosphere of faith, and 
hope in the mystery of Christ risen from the dead. 
Listen to them, learn what they are going through 
at school or in their part-time jobs. Accompany 
them as they mature, and share your faith and life 
of prayer with them. Take them to Mass, help them 
understand what is happening when the Lord comes 
to us in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. These things are 
far more important than the things we want to buy 
them. 

A young person who learns that God loves us 
so much that he became flesh in the womb of Mary, 
that he lived for us, died for us and rose for us, has 
a chance to have hope in this difficult world. Young 
persons who experience the closeness of God and 
the love of those around them know in their hearts 
that truth, sincerity and a generous spirit of caring 
for one another are the path toward a life of joy. This 
is where the hope that lasts a lifetime truly comes 
from.

I speak of this often in the diocese, and I encour-
age pastors to develop ways to engage families, youth 
and young adults in the life and ministry of the 
Church. And to help parents put into practice the 
simple ways of faith, hope and love in their homes.

Likewise, I believe that our parishes are like large 
families, and that we have a responsibility to reach 
out and help families that struggle to remain hope-
ful. There are many new and small communities 
forming along the outskirts of our cities and parish 
boundaries. We have a call from the Lord himself to 
go out into these poorer communities that form and 
settle in the more isolated portions of the diocese 
and offer what we have to help them. And although 
material helps and resources are of great importance, 
even more than this, families that live in poverty 
need and deserve the spiritual and pastoral attention 

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

Teaching the faith 
and building hope

»From our 
shepherd

donde aprendemos que la 
vida de fe y gracia se vive en 
una comunidad. Porque la 
familia es la primer comunidad 
de encuentro, y es el lugar 
donde nos sentimos amados y 
amamos. En nuestras familias 
nos ayudamos unos a otros en 
pequeñas y grandes tareas. 

Todos sabemos que en estos 
días la vida familiar está bajo 
un gran estrés. Hay muchas 
familias que batallan para llegar 
al fin de mes, por lo que los 
padres tienen varios trabajos 
solo para poder poner comida 
en la mesa y estar preparados 
para emergencias; hay muchas 
madres solteras y padres solteros 
que se esfuerzan heroicamente 
por criar a sus hijos. Hay 
muchas abuelas y abuelos que 
ayudan a criar a sus nietos y así 
poder ayudar a sus hijos.

Hay desafíos y tensiones 
que erosionan las esperanzas 
y los sueños de los niños y los 
jóvenes. A menudo digo que 
los jóvenes entre la edad de 
su Primera Comunión y su 
Confirmación están tomando 
decisiones que son básicas que 
dictaminan fundamentalmente 
la dirección de sus vidas. Porque 
a esa edad toman decisiones, ya 
sea conscientemente o no, sobre 
si la vida es un gran regalo del 
Dios que los ama, con desafíos 
que se pueden superar, o si la 
vida es un juego cínico, donde 
realmente nada importa, donde 
el amor es solo otra estrategia 
que no es verdaderamente real, 
y que la sobrevivencia es una 

cuestión de “hacer lo que tienes 
que hacer, sin importar lo que 
sea”.

Hay grandes mareas de 
distracción que alejan a los 
jóvenes y jóvenes adultos del 
pensamiento de Dios y del amor 
que él nos da en Cristo. Pero 
antes de sentirnos abrumados 
por el caos de las culturas 
modernas, debemos recordar lo 
importante que es construir una 
cultura de fe y de amor generoso 
en cada uno de nuestros 
hogares.

Por eso les suplico a los 
padres que pasen el mayor 
tiempo posible con sus hijos. 
Hagan todo el esfuerzo por 
bautizar a sus hijos lo más 
pronto posible después de su 
nacimiento, y de criarlos en una 
atmósfera de fe y esperanza en el 
misterio de Cristo resucitado de 
entre los muertos. Escúchenlos, 
sepan lo que están pasando 
en la escuela o en sus trabajos. 
Acompáñenlos mientras 
maduran, y compartan con 
ellos su fe y su vida de oración. 
Llévenlos a misa, y ayúdenles a 
entender lo que sucede cuando 
el Señor viene a nosotros en el 
sacrificio eucarístico. Estas cosas 
son mucho más importantes 

que las cosas que queremos 
comprarles.

Un joven que aprende que 
Dios nos ama tanto que se hizo 
carne en el vientre de María, 
que vivió, murió y resucitó por 
nosotros, tiene la oportunidad 
de tener esperanza en este 
mundo tan difícil. Las personas 
jóvenes que experimentan la 
cercanía de Dios y el amor de 
quienes los rodean saben en 
sus corazones que la verdad, la 
sinceridad y el espíritu generoso 
de cuidar de los demás son 
los caminos que conducen a 
una vida de alegría. De aquí es 
donde realmente se obtiene la 
esperanza que dura toda la vida.

Hablo de esto muy a 
menudo en la diócesis y 
aliento a los sacerdotes para 
que desarrollen maneras 
de involucrar en la vida y el 
ministerio de la iglesia a las 
familias, los jóvenes y los 
jóvenes adultos. También para 
ayudar a los padres a poner 
en práctica en sus hogares las 
formas sencillas de fe, esperanza 
y amor.

De igual manera, creo que 
nuestras parroquias son como 

» Please see Teaching Faith p.8

Before we get 
overwhelmed 
by the chaos 
of modern 
cultures, we 
must recall 
how important 
it is to build a 
culture of faith 
and generous 
love in each of 
our homes.

“

» Por favor lea Enseñando la Fe  p.15
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By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic 

SANTA ROSA — Untold 
numbers of parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church suffered 
prolonged flooding and ruined 
homes after the June 24 storm 
dumped more than a foot of rain. 

“I’ve been in some homes 
where I just wanted to cry,” said 
Father Tom Pincelli, pastor of St. 
Mary’s Parish in Santa Rosa.

“It’s not just the walls, 
the floors, the sheetrock,” he 
said. “It’s the refrigerator, the 
appliances …”

This weather disaster came 
almost exactly a year after 
flooding inundated the Tri-Cities 
and Mid-Valley in late June 
2018. Three Weslaco parishes, 
San Martin de Porres, St. Joan 
of Arc and St. Pius X, suffered 
heavily during that event.

Father Pincelli recounted 
how this year’s storm – actually 
two storms, he said – came up 
suddenly on that evening in late 
June and stopped almost directly 
over Santa Rosa. 

 “We did hear that one storm 
was coming from the north,” he 
said. “But another one came up 
from the mountains of Mexico 
to the southwest, and the two 
merged right over us.”

Meteorologist Tim Speece 
of the National Weather Service 
in Brownsville characterized the 
event as “several bad factors all 
coming together at once.”

An outflow boundary had 
pushed into the area – “almost 
a miniature front,” he said – 
and into an extremely moist 
and unstable atmosphere with 
multiple thunderstorms firing 
up, merging and then stalling. 

“That’s a situation we all 
dread,” Speece said. 

The resulting weather 
nightmare parked itself over an 

area from northwest Harlingen 
to Combes, Primera, Lyford, 
Sebastian, La Villa and La Feria, 
bringing 5-1/2 to 6 hours of hard 
rain, and as much as 15 inches of 
accumulated rainfall. 

Many residents around Santa 
Rosa live in a broad low-lying area 
that was once Tio Cano Lake, and 
many still call the place Tio Cano. 
With the deluge of June 24, Tio 
Cano became a lake once more, 
inundating dozens of dwellings.

“The water had no place to go. 
… (Residents) couldn’t get out of 
their homes,” Father Pincelli said. 
“People were wading up to their 
chests in water.” 

“It was heartbreaking to see 
neighbors using buckets to try to 
get water out of their houses,” said 
Santos Castañeda, who lives on 
the south side of Santa Rosa. The 
flooding came within six inches of 
entering her home.

Farm-to-Market Road 506 
between La Feria and Santa Rosa, 
and Kansas City Road north 
of Interstate 2 quickly became 
impassable.

The few who made it to 
Sunday Mass afterwards were 
shell-shocked by the disaster. 
“You could see it in their eyes,” 
Father Pincelli said. “They were 
devastated.”

One of his parishioners told 
him there was 2 or 3 feet of water 
in his house. “Everything is gone,” 
the man said. 

Another parishioner told him, 
“It’s not the water,” she said. “It’s 
the stress.”

Worse still, much of the water 
stayed for weeks, with pumping 
and evaporation excruciatingly 
slow.

Floodwaters blocked FM 506 
and Kansas City Road for a couple 
of weeks, although 506 now is 
once again open. 

“People are finally – just now – 
being able to get into their homes 

By SISTER CINDY MELLO
The Valley Catholic 

Wel-
come 
back and 
blessings 
to another 
exciting 
school 
year! For 
those 
families 
who are 
new to our 
Catho-
lic school communities, I 
would like to extend a special 
welcome and thank you for 
choosing a Catholic education 
that our schools offer to every 
student.

In our Catholic school 
communities, we are com-
mitted to providing ongoing 
faith formation, nurturing 
students in their lifelong 
journey in faith and help them 
to proclaim the Good News 
and translate this proclamation 
into action.

Our schools also pro-
vide an educational program 
delivered by professional staff 
devoted to ensuring student 
success at all levels. We provide 
the individualized attention in 
our smaller learning commu-
nities that makes our Catholic 
schools a great place to de-
velop spiritually, academically, 
socially and emotionally.

Each student’s participa-
tion in extracurricular activi-
ties enriches his or her overall 
educational experience by 
fostering collaboration and 
leadership, while instilling 
school pride and ownership. 
Our Catholic school commu-
nities have a strong tradition 
of excellence, in and out of the 
classroom, and our goal is for 
all students to find success in 
both.

When St. John Paul II 
spoke to Catholic educators 
in New Orleans, during his 
1983 visit to the United States, 
he admonished the Catholic 
school and said, “Parents are 
the primary educators of their 
children. This responsibility can 
never be abdicated nor shall 
the Catholic school, no matter 
the circumstances, assume that 
responsibility.”

Our goal is to work in part-
nership with parents. When 
you bring your children to our 
Catholic school communities, 
we take them into our family 
and they become one of ours. 
In this process, we will love, 
honor, educate and correct, 
always keeping in mind the 
need of each student.

Our Catholic communities 
look forward in working with 
our students and their families 
during this new school year 
and we continually ask for 
your blessings and prayers 
that our Catholic schools will 
continue their mission in the 
Church – by reaching out and 
evangelizing young people of 
our communities with Christ’s 
teachings about life, death, and 
resurrection. God’s blessings!

Catholic 
schools kick 
off new year  

» From the desk of 
the superintendent  

to assess the damage,” Castañeda 
said.  “Pretty much the whole 
town had water damage.”

St. Mary’s Church itself 
escaped – barely.

“We were fortunate. It came 
within inches” of getting into the 
church, Father Pincelli said.

Others in the area who weren’t 
flooded in the storm have turned 
out in force to help. 

A number of St. Mary’s 
parishioners are doing 
extraordinary work to assist with 
recovery, Father Pincelli said, 
mentioning a large group who 
waded into one of the hardest-
hit homes to start cleanup and 
repairs. He had high praise 
for UTRGV graduate student 
Victoria Castañeda, who has 
spearheaded an effort to acquire 

Learning  Outdoors

Santa Rosa parish hit hard by flooding

Youth Stewardship Retreat features nature watch

Photos by Pat Esquivel/The Valley Catholic

Youths representing 15 parishes in the 
Diocese of Brownsville participated in 
the Fourth Annual Youth Stewardship 
Retreat on June 29 at Camp Thicket 
in Weslaco. 

Parishes represented include:  St. 
Joan of Arc Church in Weslaco, Holy 
Spirit Church, Progreso; Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church, McAllen; Our Lady 
Queen of  Angels Church, La Joya; St. 
Helen Church, Rio Hondo; St. Anthony 
of Harlingen; St. Mary Church, Santa 
Rosa; St. Joseph Church, Donna; Holy 
Spirit Church,   McAllen; San Juan 
Diego Church, McAllen; St. Joseph the 
Worker Church, McAllen; St. John the 
Baptist Church, San Juan; St. Theresa 
Church, Edcouch; Good Shepherd 
Church, Brownsville; and St. Ignatius 
Loyola Church, San Benito.

Rev. Thomas Pincelli / Special to The Valley Catholic

In this image taken June 25, 
floodwater surrounds St. Mary’s 
Church in Santa Rosa. The flooding 
came within inches, but did not quite 
enter the church.

school uniforms for families 
whose homes were flooded before 
the new school year begins in late 
August.

She and her mother, Santos 
Castañeda, have been pitching in 
personally and recruiting others 
to help one of their neighbors 
who was particularly hard-hit 
by the flooding. But much work 
remains to be done. 

“It’s been a trying time,” 
Father Pincelli said. “But so many 
have stepped up and helped their 
neighbors.

“These have set the tone for 
Good Samaritans for 2019.”

Father Pincelli summed up 
the need and the overwhelming 
scope of the disaster with one 
plea: “If you know a family that’s 
been hurt, go see them.”

SISTER CYNTHIA 
A. MELLO, SSD
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No excuses. This is the lesson I learned in July 
after visiting the Benedictine Monastery of 
the Good Shepherd in Starr County.

But first let’s talk about rabbit holes and ticking 
clocks.

The summer months go too quickly. While they 
may provide some time to rest and recharge, they 
can also serve as a mid-point in the year to review 
where we are with our goals and objectives and 
determine where we may need to adjust our focus to 
get back on track.

There is no end to the distractions in our days. 
Social media and our time in front of a computer 
screen present us with a number of rabbit holes 
that have us jumping from one subject to the next, 
leaving us dizzy with information. 

According to a survey by GlobalWebIndex, a 
market research company, “Internet users are now 
spending an average of two hours and 22 minutes 
per day on social networking and messaging 
platforms.” (As reported by Digital Information 
World.)

We might just plan on a few minutes, but hours 
later we are clicking links to unrelated photos 
and stories, taking the bait, and wandering on the 
Internet.

This is just one example of what can take us off 
course. But the clock is ticking. 

As we realize that only five more months are left 
in the year, it’s essential we find our way back out 
from whatever rabbit hole diverts our attention.

Our communications team journeyed west to 
Starr County for a retreat and planning session in 
July. The time away from the office proved fruitful. 
An added bonus was the inspiration we drew from 
our time there with Benedictine Sisters Nancy 
Boushey, Fran Solum, and Luella Walsh.

When you assume something is impossible, 
think of the “NFL Sisters,” as they are fondly referred 
to.

These three sisters from Crookston, Minn., 
moved to the Rio Grande Valley in the early ’70s and 

mid-’80s.
“We had $900 and an old car and a lot of people 

praying for us, and some of them thinking we 
were crazy, of course. And sometimes we thought 
we were crazy too,” said Sister Nancy about their 
decision in 1989 to give up their salaried positions 
and start their monastery in the remote reaches of 
Starr County.

Thirty years after the nuns moved there, their 
monastery serves as place to retreat and find some 
quiet time for prayer in the remote dry brushland. 
They have created a sacred space for peace, hope and 
renewal. One of the highlights, however, comes from 
spending time with the Sisters. Their welcoming 
spirit and love exemplify Christ’s teachings. 

They inspire others as well. Shortly after moving 
into a rat infested home in El Sauz, the three sisters 
mobilized hundreds of volunteers and started raising 
funds for their monastery. 

Just eight miles from the Rio Grande river, the 
monastery sits on 115 acres of land donated by 
Texaco in 1993. But it took seven years to get an 
easement to what the sisters call their “Promised 
Land.” Meanwhile, they lived in a mobile home until 
2004.

The nuns added the Monte Cassino Renewal and 
Conference Center in 2008 to accommodate retreats 
for lay and religious groups. Most recently, they 
added some small houses they use as hermitages for 
those on retreat. 

Theirs is a story of hope, an example of what is 
possible when we listen with the “ears of our heart” 
as St. Benedict instructed. 

I for one returned inspired by their work. We 
may be a small communications team for a diocese 
with more than a million Catholics, but we should 
not use our size as an excuse not to strive to do 
more. It may take some time to find your way out of 
the rabbit holes that divert us off course with endless 
distractions, but following the Benedictine Sisters’ 
lead, staying focused on the mission, much can be 
accomplished.

Finding our way out of rabbit holes 

“Listen with the 
ears of your heart”

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of The 
Valley Catholic

»Women               
en la     
Frontera

Celebrating special little moments

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

St. John Paul II emphasized in Familiaris Consor-
tio that the sacredness of life lies in the ordinary 
things of life. The little things that we do in our 

family life become sacred: washing dishes, talking 
around the dinner table, working to support the 
family, helping with laundry, praying before meals. I 
often say that family life is messy: sacred but messy. 

By messy, I mean that things are not always 
nice and neat in our day-to-day family life, but the 
consistent little loving things we do for one another 
are of upmost importance. In the Gospel of Matthew 
6:21, we are reminded that “for where your treasure 
is, there also will your heart be.” If the little things we 
do for one another in our family are what we most 
treasure, our heart (our love) will be full in the good 
times and in the difficult times.

In an address to engaged couples on Feb. 14, 
2014, Pope Francis said, “Living together is an art, a 
patient, beautiful, fascinating journey.” This journey 
of every day has a few rules that can be summed up 
in three phrases (phrases that I have repeated many 
times to families): “May I,” “Thank you” and “I’m 
sorry.” 

Every family has their own way of celebrating 
Special Little Moments in their life. Mauri and I, God 
willing, will be celebrating our 45th wedding an-
niversary soon and I am reminded of how important 
the “little things” we do for one another and the fam-
ily helps add meaning to our lives in the good times 
and the difficult times. 

Some of the little moments that I am reminded 
of include: 

1. When Mauri and I met on May 28, 1969, I was 
wearing a yellow dress and he a yellow shirt (both 
which we still have). So every year on that date, I take 
them out of the closet as a little reminder of that day.  

2. Most years Mauri and I pray a “Blessing Prayer 
for a Marriage Bed” from the prayer book by Father 
Edward Hays, Prayers for the Domestic Church. 

3. One year, at our 5-year-old daughter’s insis-
tence, I wore my wedding dress at the kitchen table 

on our anniversary. 
4. When our extended family gathers for our 

monthly birthday dinner, the younger children of 
reading age read a “Blessing Prayer for Birthdays” 
(same book), and the adults add to the prayer. 

5. For several years now, we take some of our 
grandnieces/nephews to a one-on-one outing instead 
of giving them a birthday gift. 

6. Nightly reading books to our grandson with 
some of the same books I read to his mother in her 
childhood. 

7. Having my daughter take me blindfolded to 
a special outing for Mother’s Day – Painting with a 
Twist, for example. 

8. Being taken to a one-hour “This is Your Life 
Tour” (also blindfolded) by my younger brother Art 
for my 50th birthday. 

9. Mauri trimming branches from an overgrown 
plant on the route of our morning walk so that it 
would not bother me. 

10. Giving thanks for my kitchen sink and 
cabinets that served us well for 39 years before being 
replaced. 

11. And praying before meals: often simple grace; 
other times having a basket with names of people to 
pray for; praying the Hail Mary during the month of 
May, or reading a few lines from the gospels. 

Pope Francis stated in a homily on Oct. 27, 2013, 
“And we need simplicity to pray as a family: simplic-
ity is necessary. Praying the Our Father together, 
around the table, is not something extraordinary: it’s 
easy. And praying the Rosary together, as a family, is 
very beautiful and a source of great strength!  And 
also praying for one another! The husband for his 
wife, the wife for her husband, both together for 
their children, the children for their grandparents … 
praying for each other.  This is what it means to pray 
in the family and it is what makes the family strong: 
prayer.”

May the Holy Spirit lead us to continue celebrat-
ing special little moments in our families.

»Family Life

“An 
unexamined 
life is not 
worth living.” 

-Plato

AUG. 4 
Fourteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

ECC 1:2; 2:21-23
Responsorial Psalm

PS 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17
Reading 2

COL 3:1-5, 9-11
Alleluia
MT 5:3

 
Gospel

LK 12:13-21

AUG. 11 
Fifteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

WIS 18:6-9 
Responsorial Psalm

PS 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
Reading 2

HEB 11:1-2, 8-19 or
HEB 11:1-2, 8-12

Alleluia
MT 24;42A, 44

Gospel
LK 12:32-48 or

LK 12:35-40

AUG. 18 
Sixteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
  Reading 1

JER 38:4-6, 8-10
Responsorial Psalm

PS 40:2, 3, 4, 18
Reading 2

HEB 12:1-4
Alleluia
JN 10:27
Gospel

LK 12:49-53

AUG. 25 
Sixteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

IS 66:18-21
Responsorial Psalm

PS 117:1, 2
Reading 2

HEB 12:5-7, 11-13
Alleluia
JN 14:6 
Gospel

LK 13:22-30

»Sunday
Readings

The Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church

Please send us an email or call to let 
us know if you would like to continue 
to see the Sunday Readings listed 
in The Valley Catholic. We value your 
feedback and will enter your name for 
a chance to win a gift certificate to a 
local restaurant. (More information 
at https://www.cdob.org/the-valley-
catholic/or call: 956-785-5055.)

St. Benedict

Families, Schools 
of Human Growth 
That families, through their 
life of prayer and love, become 
ever more clearly “schools of 
true human growth.”

»The Holy 
Father’s Prayer 
Intentions 
for August
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St. Maximilian Kolbe was born 
on Jan. 8, 1894, in Poland, then 
part of the Russian Empire. He was 
a Polish Conventual Franciscan 
friar and a martyr in the German 
death Camp of Auschwitz during 
World War II.

St. Maximilian Kolbe is known 
as the Apostle of Consecration to 
Mary. Much of his life was strongly 
influenced by a vision he had of the 
Virgin Mary when he was 12.

“That night I asked the Mother 
of God what was to become of me. 
Then she came to me holding two 
crowns, one white, the other red. 
She asked me if I was willing to 
accept either of these crowns. The 
white one meant that I should per-
severe in purity, and the red that I 
should become a martyr. I said that 
I would accept them both.”

Kolbe joined the Conventual 
Franciscans, and in 1911, he pro-
fessed his first vows. At the age of 
21, Kolbe earned a doctorate in 
philosophy and would also earn a 
doctorate in theology by the time 
he was 28. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe orga-
nized the Militia Immaculata 
(Army of the Immaculate One). 
His goal was to work for the con-
version of sinners and enemies of 
the Church, with the intercession 
of Mary.

In 1918, he was ordained a 
priest and continued his work 
of promoting Mary throughout 
Poland. founded a monthly peri-
odical titled Rycerz Niepokalanej 
(Knight of the Immaculate), op-
erated a religious publishing press 
and founded a new monastery at 
Niepokalanow. He also founded 
monasteries in both Japan and In-
dia. 

With the invasion by Germany, 
Kolbe refused to sign a document 
declaring his German citizenship. 
In 1941, the monastery was shut 
down and Kolbe was arrested by 
the Gestapo. Three months later, 
he was transferred to Auschwitz. 
There, when men were chosen to 
face death by starvation to warn 
against escapes, Kolbe was not 
chosen but volunteered to take the 
place of a man with a family.

It is said during the last days 
of his life Kolbe led prayers to Our 
Lady with the prisoners and re-
mained calm. He was the last of 
the group to remain alive, after two 
weeks of dehydration and starva-
tion. The guards gave him a lethal 
injection of carbolic acid. The sto-
ries tell that he raised his left arm 
and calmly awaited death.

—
With information from Catholic 
Online

Spotlight 
on St. 

Maximilian 
Kolbe

»Feast Day 
Aug. 14

Courtesy photo 
St. Maximilian Kolbe refused to bow 
to the Third Reich and volunteered 
for martyrdom in the Auschwitz 
concentration camp.

Children require extensive support and protec-
tion to meet their physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs. They are uniquely dependent 

on their parents because they are particularly vulnera-
ble. Often they are unable to speak on their own behalf 
or effectively defend themselves from various forms of 
exploitation.

Considerations like these provide the basis for 
acknowledging the reality of “children’s rights.” Pro-
viding an appropriate family environment, with the 
presence of both a mother and a father, has long been 
recognized as one of the paramount examples of ful-
filling children’s rights. A proper family environment 
offers essential safeguards for a child, and helps as-
sure the “full and harmonious development of his or 
her personality” — to borrow a phrase from the 1990 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Such “full and harmonious development,” how-
ever, is becoming more difficult to secure for many 
children in part due to a growing societal acceptance 
of powerful new assisted reproductive technologies 
that can isolate children and deprive them of critical 
parental and family supports during their childhood. 
Children brought into existence using anonymous 
donor sperm and artificial insemination, to consider 
one example, often struggle with a sense of violation 
as they end up spending years or even decades search-
ing for information about their biological father in 
the desperate hope of discovering his identity, meet-
ing him in person, and learning more about their own 
roots and identity. Katy Faust, founder of the children’s 
rights organization Them Before Us, notes how chil-
dren born from these techniques are “just like every 
other human child who longs to be known and loved 
by the two people responsible for their existence.”

Children entering the world through in vitro fertil-
ization similarly struggle with their unnatural circum-
stances in which the hired services of a third-party 
contractor, rather than their parents’ loving embrace, 
resulted in their coming-into-being. As they grow up 
in these situations, they may also face wrenching ques-
tions about how many other embryonic siblings were 
discarded, frozen or otherwise lost through the com-
plex laboratory manipulations that created them. Sur-
rogate mothering gives rise to yet another approach 
that can fracture a child’s sense of family connection. 

This technique frequently relies on multiple parental 
figures: one who provides sperm, another eggs, and 
a third a womb for hire. An even greater number of 
parental figures can be involved in the production of 
so-called “three-parent embryos.”

While many of these assisted reproductive tech-
nologies chip away at the stabilizing presence of ma-
ternal and paternal figures in the life of a child, their 
growing use by same-sex couples to facilitate same-
sex parenting raises further serious concerns about 
harming children and ignoring their best interests. 
Nobody denies that two men might each be able to 
be a good father, but neither can be a mom. It is part 
of natural biological filiation for children to flourish 
under the loving care of their own mom and dad. No 
same-sex couple can provide that. As Katy Faust notes, 
“Until recently, our culture and laws have recognized 
that children have an innate right to their mother and 
father. When this right is violated, children become 
‘items’ to be cut and pasted into any and every adult 
romantic relationship.”

Additional “cutting and pasting” in children’s lives 
occurs through the growing phenomenon of “triple-
parenting.” Because a same-sex couple (two lesbians 
for instance) cannot have a child unless someone 
provides the missing ingredient of donor sperm, 
they must rope in a male for the project — perhaps 
an anonymous sperm donor, or a friend who agrees 
to donate his sperm or an agreeable male friend will-
ing to have sex with one of them. In any of these sce-
narios, a de facto relationship comes to exist between 
the same-sex couple and this third party individual, 
raising the prospect of triple-parenting. California was 
one of the first states that tried to pass a law allowing 
children to have three legal parents. In some cases the 
lesbians will entirely avoid interaction with any father/
donor. In others, they will want their child to have an 
ongoing relationship with him. Some men may not 
care; others may be eager, and push to get involved 
with their biological kids. The growing acceptance of 
same-sex parenting has created momentum for these 
kinds of triple-parenting situations to arise, bringing 
additional complications into the lives of the children 
caught in the middle and subjecting them to further 
ambiguity regarding their own identity and their rela-

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, Mass.
Director of Education at 
The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org
 

»Making 
Sense of 
Bioethics

Securing authentic children’s rights

» Please see Bioethics p.7

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Tragic deaths are now a vis-
ible part of the continuing immigration crisis on the 
Texas-Mexico border. The long route to asylum or 
incarceration in the United States inevitably brings 
stress and peril along the way, certain to impact those 
involved, whether they are enduring the hostile jour-
ney north through Mexico, crossing the dangerous 
Rio Grande, or wandering the confusing South Texas 
brush land in deadly heat. Even children detained in 
the federal government’s holding facilities have per-
ished from serious medical conditions.  

But nothing brought more sorrowful attention 
to the crisis than the week in late June marked by the 
deaths here in the Rio Grande Valley of two young 
adults and four young children in separate incidents. 
On June 23, the bodies of a young woman, a toddler 

and two babies who probably died from heat and 
dehydration were found in the monte near the Rio 
Grande south of Mission. That same Sunday, a Salva-
doran man and his 23-month-old daughter drowned 
in full view of his wife and other witnesses while try-
ing to cross the river near Brownsville. When their 
bodies were found the next day at the river’s edge, a 
news photograph of the heart-rending scene – the tiny 
girl still clinging to her dead father – became a searing 
viral image of the refugee crisis for viewers across the 
world.

The father, identified as Oscar Alberto Martínez 
Ramírez, and his daughter Angie Valeria were re-
turned to their homeland for burial. No identification 
or nationality has been released for the young woman, 
the toddler and the babies found near Mission.

T he Bishops of the Dioceses of Brownsville 
and Matamoros, together with the laity, 
consecrated women and men, seminar-

ians, deacons and priests from both of our border 
dioceses, express with much pain the sorrow of the 
whole community upon hearing of the parents and 
children that have recently lost their lives upon 
crossing the Río Grande River, seeking a better life.

+Óscar Alberto Martínez Ramírez and his 
daughter +Angie.

We also remember the mother and three 
children whose bodies were recently found in the 
vicinity of Anzalduas Park.

We offer our condolences to the families and 
loved ones of those who have died, and we recall 
that over the course of years countless persons 
have lost their lives in a similar manner, many 
whose names are known to God alone.

United to the families that suffer these sorrows, 
with whom we have been able personally to speak 
and pray, we ask God the Father for the eternal rest 
of their deceased loved ones, and we ask that He 
fill loved ones who remain with strength and hope 
in these difficult moments.

Also, as we recognize the good that many 
persons do for our migrant brothers and sisters, 
we invite everyone, governments and society, to be 
ever aware that migrants are persons like us; with 
dignity and rights, with needs, sorrows and hopes. 
We must all extend a hand to help them have a 
better future, following the teaching that Jesus has 
given us: “Do to others whatever you would have 
them do to you.” (Mt 7, 12)

May Our Lady of Guadalupe intercede for us 
and obtain from God for us the wisdom, courage 
and strength to make it so.

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

Most Reverend
Eugenio Lira Rugarcía
Bishop of Matamoros

Bishops express sorrow over 
parents, children who died trying 

to cross the Rio Grande 

»Statement 
of the Bishops 
of the Dioceses 
of Matamoros 
and Brownsville

“Do to others whatever you would have them do to you.” 
(Mt 7, 12)
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I love volunteering at our 
parish and in our community, 
because it allows me to put God's 
message into action. As an Altar 
Server and a member of the ACTS 
Community, I am truly honored 
to meet many amazing men and 
women who have gone through 
life trusting in Jesus. I aspire to be 
like them. 

My faith in the Catholic 
Church remains stronger than 
ever! … No matter what this world 
will throw at our Catholic Church, 
my faith in Jesus Christ will never 
disappear. Every morning after 
my morning prayer, I ask this 
question to myself, "Am I willing 
to suffer and die like Jesus Christ 
for this world and its sins?"

Living Our  Faith
How do you witness your 
faith in the world today?

“

I give witness to my faith 
through prayer and work. 
Everyone has different styles 
of prayer by which they live by. 
For example, I share my faith 
with them through working 
in God’s vineyard, which 
includes the UTRGV campus. I 
coordinate the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass for students to be able 
to attend. I welcome them and 
also serve in Mass if need be. 

“

Marc Roque
Volunteer
Sacred Heart Church, Edinburg

Rolando Lopez
Campus Ministry Coordinator
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, 
Brownsville

CATECHISM 
POP QUIZ

For answer key see page 15. 

Check your knowledge. 
The following questions 

are derived from the 
Catechism of the Catholic 

Church. In parentheses 
is the number that refers 
to the paragraphs in the 

Catechism.

18. Which of the 
following 
statements is the 
most complete (75):

a. The Gospel teaches 
us about Jesus.

 

b. The Gospel is the 
source of all saving 
truth and moral 
discipline.

 

c. The Gospel is the 
most perfect, but 
not the only source 
of saving truth.

38. All the following 
statements are true 
except (126):

a. Paul’s epistles are 
the heart of the 
Scriptures.

 

b. The Gospels affirm 
the historicity 
of Jesus’ life and 
teachings.

 

c. The Gospels reflect 
oral tradition.

58. The first profession 
of faith is made 
(189): 

a. when the child 
attains the use of 
reason

 

b. whenever the 
person first 
encounters the gift 
of faith as an adult

 

c. during baptism

59. Which of the 
following 
statements is/are 
incorrect (194, 195): 

a. The Apostles Creed 
is a summary of the 
apostles’ faith.

 

b. The Niceno-
Constantinopolitan 
Creed stems 
from the first 
two ecumenical 
Councils.

 

c. neither

75. The term 
“consubstantial” 
used by the council 
of Nicaea means 
(242): 

a. the same nature
 

b. the same person
 

c. the unity of two 
natures in Christ

The lower Rio Grande Valley.
A place of encounter.

A place of hardship and of hope.

Borders have shifted,
flags have changed.

But the land remains.

This is our story.

This is the story of the Catholic faith
in this land, a land of miracles.

For centuries, many tribes lived 
on the Texas coast. As the seasons 

changed, they moved from place 
to place in search of food. It was a 
life lived in balance with the land 

and the seasons.

The conquistadores came in 
search of gold and riches. They 

were accompanied by priests and 
brothers who came with a different 
dream: to bring the Christian faith 

to he native peoples.

At first, the interactions between natives and 
newcomers were positive. But as the conquistadores 
made more and more demands on local resources…

…violence erupted. In 1520, Fray Zamora 
became the first priest to 

remain in the area, settling 
in what is now Peñitas.

Let us
remain here. We have had 

enough
of battles and

wanderings.

Faith in the ValleyFaith in the Valley

Source: Jim Seghers’ Totus Tuus 
Ministries, http://www.totustuus.com

Source: Catholic Dioceses of Brownsville, Office of Stewardship and Development
TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

From Faith in the Valley: An Illustrated History of the Diocese of Brownsville

TO BE CONTINUED

The Valley Catholic 

SAN JUAN — The San Juan 
Diego Ministry Institute’s lay 
ministry program for 2019-2021 
begins with orientation in English 
and Spanish on Saturday, Aug. 3 
at the Pastoral Center in San Juan.

This program is for lay 
Catholics interested in service to 
the Church as well as personal 
enrichment, and comprises four 
semesters of theological study 
in a process of prayer, reflection, 
education, and formation. The 
course of study’s aim is to better 
prepare and strengthen lay people 
in their faith, understanding, 
and skills as lay ministers in the 
Church.

Their commitment should 
include:
 • Active membership in the 
sacramental and ministerial life of 
the Church.
 • Willingness to complete 
reading assignments, group 
integration and practicum as 

requirements of the program.
 • The ability to communicate 
and collaborate with others in the 
Church.
 • A desire and capacity for 
serving as lay leaders in the 
Church.
 • A desire for renewal and 
growth in their ministry and their 
faith lives.
 • Have the support of their 
pastor, their spouse (if not 
participating as a couple) and 
their families.
 • Praying at least one hour 
of the Liturgy of the Hours 
(Christian Prayer) daily as part of 
their prayer life.

The orientation in English 
begins at 9 a.m., and the session in 
Spanish starts at 10:30 a.m. Both 
sessions will be held at the Bishop 
Marx Conference Center at 700 
N. Virgen de San Juan Blvd.

For more information, contact 
Claudia Zapata at the San Juan 
Diego Ministry Institute – (956) 
784-5059 or czapata@cdob.org

Lay ministry formation program 
begins Aug. 3 with orientation
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Those Who  Serve: Sister Rosalia Vadala 

By BRENDA NETTLES RIOJAS
The Valley Catholic 

EDINBURG — Whether facing Sandini-
sta soldiers in Nicaragua or venturing on her 
own into the colonias in Reynosa, Mexico, Sis-
ter Rosalia Vadala found the courage to move 
beyond her fears to do what she felt God was 
calling her to.

Sister Vadala, 78, first came to the Rio 
Grande Valley 32 years ago, and in 1994 start-
ed assisting immigrant families living in the 
colonias. She entered religious life 1962 when 
she joined the Franciscan Sisters of Baltimore. 
The congregation merged with the Sisters of 
St. Francis of Assisi in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
in 2001. 

Since she started Proyecto Santo Niño de 
Atocha, Sister Vadala has helped thousands 
work through the immigration process. She 
also expanded her ministry into Reynosa, 
Mexico to reach out to maquiladora workers, 
teaching them how to speak out and obtain 
better working conditions.

Now her three decades of service here are 
coming to an end. As she packs to return to 
Wisconsin to live with her community, Sister 
Vadala recounted some of her experiences. 

Standing at 4 feet 11 inches, and weighing 
about 100 pounds, few would imagine her to 
be fearless. But this nun who once wanted to 
be a policewoman demonstrates what is pos-
sible when you focus on God’s work.

“Fear is useless,” she said. “What is needed 
is trust in God.”

“You feel the fear. That’s when you know 
when it’s God’s calling – when you move be-
yond the fear.”

During the Sandinista Revolution in Ni-
caragua, she remembers arriving in the capi-
tal in 1984 to work as a missionary. “Soldiers 
were everywhere and would not let me go 
through security,” she said, until she showed 
them a letter from the bishop of Matagalpa.

“Why are you here? Why do you want to 
be here?” they asked her. 

“I came to help, to do the mission work, 
to help the people with their spiritual needs,” 
she responded.

The memory of the soldier with his weap-
ons standing beside her remain fresh. “God 
gives you the grace at the moment you need 
it,” she said.

However, she also remembers how as a 
young woman in her 20s from Brooklyn, she 
panicked at the sight of a tarantula in her Ni-

caraguan living quar-
ters, and how she kept 
her guard against scor-
pions that hid in dark 
spaces.

“I was not afraid 
before the soldier, but 
when it comes to ta-
rantulas and scorpi-
ons, I was shaking,” 
she said.

Here on the fron-
tera of the Rio Grande 
Valley and Mexico, 
Sister Vadala found 
her ministry while visiting Reynosa with the 
Sisters of Mercy on her feast day of religious 
life, the Feast of San Martin de Porres.

A question posed to her during the tour 
– “Would you like to do this work (assist the 
people working in the maquiladoras)?” – 
served as an answer to her prayer. 

Her response has resulted in decades of 
helping by going directly to the people – the 
newly arrived immigrants living in the colo-
nias on both sides of the border and the ma-
quiladora workers living in Mexico.

“We discovered many injustices,” she said. 
“The people are being taken advantage of in a 
horrible way.”

Sister Vadala, herself a child of immi-
grants from Sicily, started learning about im-
migration and labor laws and looked for ways 
to help. She met with families in their homes, 
in the fields, near their work sites, wherever 
she could teach them about their rights.

“So much can’t be done by people bound 
to their office,” she said. To that end, she has 
worked out of her apartment, with one of the 
bedrooms set aside as an office.

She founded Proyecto Santo Niño de Ato-
cha as a missionary outreach for unmet im-
migration needs. 

Sister Vadala encourages others to “look 
and see what’s not being done. When God 
inspires you, follow the inspiration. Don’t let 
others tell you it can’t be done. He will give 
you the courage.” 

She has summoned her courage at differ-
ent times during her ministry.

Before she started driving into Reynosa to 
visit the colonias on her own, she asked a taxi 
driver near the bridge to show her how to get 
to the different areas she needed to visit. They 
drove the area about three times.  

“The day came when the taxi driver said, 

‘Now you are on your own.’ I was absolutely 
terrified to drive into the colonias alone.”

“When visiting my friends in the colonias, 
I don’t know how many times I prayed to St. 
Michael and my guardian angel and all the 
saints in heaven,” she said.

“Mexican soldiers with mounted weapons 
and in a ready position can be alarming,” she 
said. Soldiers regularly carried out searches in 
the colonias, arms in hand. “Sometimes your 
imagination just goes wild.” 

Up until four years ago she used to drive 
into Reynosa alone. Mexican agents at the 
border would tell her, “Be careful, be careful.” 
Sister Vadala said she finally decided on her 
own to stop when she saw the situation was 
becoming more dangerous.

“Before that, I kept going because I felt 
God was telling me these are the people I 
want you to help.”

Her work, funded by donations and 
grants, including a charitable trust established 
by her congregation, came to an end this year. 
However, her partner in Reynosa continues 
his work with maquiladora workers. She wor-
ries for his safety, as he has received threats 
from the cartels.

Sister Vadala said she will miss the Rio 
Grande Valley, which has become her home, 
and all the people she has worked with. “It’s 
been a great privilege to have been able to 
help so many people and I trust their lives are 
so much better.”

“No one is a client. They are all my friends 
and family.”

When you move beyond the fear

August

» Birthdays
  2  Rev. Alfonso M. Guevara
13  Rev. George Kerketta
16  Rev. Joshua Carlos
19  Rev. Artemio Jacob
19  Rev. Derlis Garcia
19  Rev. Patrick K. Seitz
21 Rev. Miguel Angel Ortega
28  Bishop Daniel E. Flores
28 Rev. Aglayde Rafael Vega

 6 Sr. Armida Rangel, MJ 
13 Sr. Martha A. Garcia, OSC
27 Sr. Anne Connally, RSM

 6 Deacon Johnny Gonzalez 
10 Deacon Jesse E. Aguayo
18 Deacon Raymond Thomas Jr.
18 Deacon Albert J. Aldana 
21 Deacon Gerardo Aguilar
26 Deacon Silvestre J. Garcia
28 Deacon Jose Humberto Rios
29 Deacon Reynaldo Q. Merino
 » Anniversaries
   1 Rev. Raymond Nwachukwu
24 Rev. Jose Juan Ortiz, CO
26 Msgr. Heberto M. Diaz, Jr.
28 Msgr. Luis Javier Garcia, JCL

The list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 

provided so that parishioners 
may remember the priests, 

deacons and religious in their 
prayers and send them a note 

or a card.

»Birthday & 
Anniversary 

Wishes

tionship to their parents.
Notwithstanding rap-

idly changing social mores, 
a truly civilized society will 
never prioritize the desires 
of adults ahead of the innate 
rights of vulnerable children. 
As Jennifer Roback Morse, a 
tireless advocate of marriage 
and family concludes, “We 
are replacing the natural pre-
political concept of biological 
parenthood with an artificial, 
government-created concept 
of parenthood that is entirely 
socially constructed… Tri-
ple-parenting and genderless 
marriage are destructive poli-
cies. They must be stopped.”

________

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, 
Ph.D. is a priest of the diocese 
of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at 
The National Catholic Bioeth-
ics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org

Bioethics
continued from pg. 5

LIGHTS! CAMERAS! ACTION!

For questions regarding the video challenge, email edhernandez@cdob.org

Create a short how-to video of up to three minutes explaining the process 
of making a rosary. 
 • The video can be in English or Spanish. 
 • Do not use any copyrighted materials, including audio/music/photo/

video files
 • Record your video in a horizontal (landscape) orientation. 
Submission Deadline: Friday, Aug. 23
 • Use wetransfer.com to send your MP4 video file to 
  edhernandez@cdob.org
 • In the email, include your full name, phone number, 
     parish and city.

Video Challenge 
Show us how to make a rosary.

Fear is useless. 
What is needed 
is trust in God.”
Sister Rosalia 
Vadala

“

Visit the Diocese of 
Brownsville Facebook page

For video, photos and more

Courtesy Photos

The Valley Catholic
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Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
Bishop Mario Avilés

Bishop Raymundo J. Peña
All Priests & Women Religious

Father Rene Angel 
Father Jorge Gomez 
Father Tom Luczak
Resurrection Catholic  
 Church 

Sacred Heart Catholic 
 Church - McAllen 
Basilica of Our Lady of
 San Juan del Valle-   
      National Shrine 

• Group Matthew 25:35
• Silicon Valley Community 
  Foundation
• Alberto Kreidermen 
• Alvaro Gonzalez
• American Red Cross
• Angry Tias & Abuelas
• ARISE
• Baby 2 Baby 
• Baptist Family & Children 
• Baptist Temple- McAllen 
• Bay Area Border Relief 
• Bert Ogden
• Border of Communities 
• BreadSmith 
• Bright Horizons
• Buckner International 
• Caballero Family 
• Calvary Baptist 
• Carry the Future
• Catholic Charities USA
• Church of Christ of Harvey Dr. 
• City of McAllen 
• City of Mission 
• City of San Antonio 

• Alonzo Cantu 
• Copy Plus 
• Covenant Presbyterian 
  Church- San Antonio
• Diocese of Camden, New Jersey 
• Deacon Ray Thomas 
• Donicio 
• Dr. & Mrs. Gelman 
• Dr. Marsha Griffin
• Dr. Martin Garza 
• El Salvador Consulate 
• El Valle District of the United 
  Methodist Church 
• Emerson Collective
• Equal Heart
• First Presbyterian Church 
• Father Joe Corpora 
• Fred & Ester Harms 
• Frees Foundation 
• Guatemala Consulate 
• H-E-B
• Hermes Music 
• Hidalgo County 
• Hispanic Heritage Foundation 
• Hispanics in Philanthropy 

• Honduras Consulate
• IBC Bank 
• Iglesia del Pueblo 
• Immaculate Conception 
  Catholic Church - Houston 
• Jimmy Marin 
• Lamar Academy - McAllen
• Laura & John Arnold 
  Foundation 
• Liz Godea
• Lyda Hill
• MAP International 
• Meadows Foundation 
• Ride for Hope Committee 
• No Kid Hungry 
• Norte Dame University 
• North Park Lexus RGV
• PSJA Jefferson High School 
• Rabbi Jonathan Russe
• Rabbi Claudio Kogan 
• Salesforce
• San Juan Diego Academy 
• Save the Children 
• Sesame Workshop 
• Sisters of Mercy 

• Social Life Magazine
• Taco Palenque 
• Texas Baptist Men 
• The Clouds Fund
• The Latter Day Saints
• The Lions Club
• The Patel Family 
• The Rotary Club
• The Salvation Army 
• The Wallace Foundation
• Trabajadoras del Hogar 
• UNHCR
• UNICEF
• United States Conference of 
  Catholic Bishops 
• Valley Central Christian    
  Church 
• Vanessa Quintanilla
• Walton Personal Philanthropy 
  Group 
• Mayra Garza 
• First United Methodist Church 

SUPPORTERS

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE
Hermi Forsahge- Chair 
Dora Brown 
Lorena Saenz Gonzalez
Terri Drefke

Victor Vasquez
Silvia Castillo 
Ashely Feasley

CCRGV ADVISORY BOARD 

Sally Faustro Guerra 
Bronson Del Rio 
Myrta Tijerina 
Cassie Contreras 
Consuelo Jones

Blanca Cardenas 
Ronnie Moreno
Steven Villarreal 
Felicia Villarreal

CCRGV GALA COMMITTEE 

Teaching Faith
continued from pg. 2

 Thank you for your contribution of
           time, talent and treasure!

of the Rio Grande Valley

Thank you for opening your hearts
     to welcome families.

Thanks to the hundreds of volunteers who have responded, more than 150,000 people 
have been served since the Humanitarian Respite Center began operating in June 2014.

of the whole church. If a local 
businessman had not offered 
his restaurant as a place to have 
religious education classes on 
Sunday near where I grew up, I 
do not think I would have made 
my First Communion at all.

Thus parishes and mis-
sion churches, and the whole 
diocesan structure should be 
oriented toward going out and 
offering accessible catecheti-
cal formation and sacramental 
preparation to families that, for 
whatever reason, feel isolated 
and distant from parish life. For 
this we need to work to form 
more lay missionary leaders, 
who can go to the peripheries 
and invite families to participate 
in the life of the local Church, 
and to form new centers of 
church life. 

I can assure you that I will 
continue to make the directing 
of diocesan funds and resources 
to the periphery a high prior-
ity, so that an anchor of faith 
and community life can be built 
up where currently it does not 
exist. But even before we try to 
build buildings where families 
and young people can gather, 
learn, pray and share the love of 
Christ, we all can and must do 
something to build up the com-
munity of faith and missionary 
outreach in the parishes and 
missions we already have. Have 
you asked your neighbor if they 
would like help getting their 
children to catechism classes so 
they can make their First Com-
munion? You can, you know. 
It may be the most important 
thing you do this year.



Juan Diego from the Filipino 
community and other donors. 

Father Montoya said, “We 
need a beautiful place for our 
people to go to and worship 
God.”

“For this to rise is a clear 
proclamation, for me, that the 
Lord hears the cry of the poor; the 
Lord hears the cry of his people,” 
he said. “This is a testament of 
hope and a testament of faith.”

“God chose the humble of 
heart to show his greatness,” he 
said. 

During the Mass and 
dedication of the church, Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores remembered the 
first Mass he celebrated at the 
small chapel nine years ago after 
he arrived to the diocese. “It was 
Dec. 9 and it was very cold, and 
there was no room in the chapel 
for all the people to come and 
celebrate the Mass.”

Speaking of the dedication, 
he said, “This is a day of great joy. 
… The dreams of so many for a 
long, long time are in some way 
reaching fulfillment. Not in the 
sense of finishing something, 
but a fulfillment in the sense 
of having a chance to begin 
something even greater.”

Bishop Flores encouraged the 
community to focus on the word 
“mission.”

“The identity of this 
community is the ‘mission’ of 
Juan Diego. Not in the sense that 
it is a mission church, but in who 
we are,” he said.

“Juan Diego was given the 
mission to announce to a world 
in darkness that a great light 
shines because God himself, by 
virtue of the permission given 
by the Virgin Mary, became flesh 
and touched the earth.

“This is the mission of Juan 
Diego. … He calls us to go out 
and to announce a time of hope, 
to be a people of service, of 
humility, and especially focused 
on serving those who the rest of 
the world so easily forgets.”

Bishop Flores said the area, 
which is “the periphery of a 
diocese that is the periphery,” will 
continue to grow. 

“We can’t sit back to rejoice 
on this beautiful gift which so 
many people have generously 
made possible,” he said, adding 
that the dedication of the Church 
begins a mission anew, one of 
going out and inviting more 
people to join in worship.

“I ask you this favor. Go out 
and knock on the doors in the 
entire area,” Bishop Flores said. 
“You have to knock on the doors.”

“The work has just begun,” 
he said. “Next time I come to 
celebrate Mass on the Feast Day 
of San Juan Diego, I want you to 
introduce me to the new families 
who came after you went to 
knock on their doors.”

“The dimes of many in the 
Rio Grande Valley have helped 
build this temple,” Bishop Flores 
told the congregation. “Why? So 
that we could have something 
beautiful for God? Yes. But as 
beautiful as this building is, more 
beautiful is the people who fill it.” 

From how the people of 
the San Juan Diego community 
acquired the 10-acre plot of 
land for the church to how 
they secured a treasure trove 
of architectural elements and 
artwork, Father Montoya said 
each element came into place, 
piece by piece, as small miracles, 
exceeding their expectations. 

“It was a dream beyond their 

dreams, but I think it’s really 
God’s dream for them,” he said.

Garcia, who was the first to 
ask for the new church, said, 
“The Lord heard our prayers. We 
never imagined that we could 
have this church … ¡Que sorpresa 
nos dio la vida!” (What a surprise 
life presented us.)

Manuel Carrasco, who is 
originally from Ecuador, helped 
Father Montoya design the 
new church after studying the 
mission churches from Chiapas 
to Guatemala. Throughout the 
planning phase, they kept in 
mind the growing needs of the 
community. 

Early in the process, Father 
Montoya knew it would be 
expensive to include a stained 
glass window, but looked at the 
possibility of purchasing one 
that had been removed from a 
church that had closed in Boston. 
It turns out the archdiocese did 
not sell him a window, instead 
the Archbishop gifted him 14 
windows, along with a marble 
altar, a marble image the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and wooden pews. 
A donor covered half of the 
shipping cost and local donations 
covered the difference.

The windows came from St. 
Peter and Paul Church in south 
Boston, a church built in 1844 
that closed in 1996 and was sold 
in 2000. 

The windows, said Father 
Montoya, come from the 
immigrant communities in 
Boston from the 1800s. “They 
represent the legacy of faith that 
have come before us. They have 
found new life where faith is 
alive.”

Later, Father Montoya 
commissioned Artemio 
Coanqui, an indigenous artist 
from Peru, to paint 14 Stations 
of the Cross. Rendered in a style 
of Arte Cusqueño Religioso, the 
stations are a unique feature of 
the church. 

Father Montoya said he 
wanted to make every part of 
the church help connect the 
immigrant community to their 
culture. “Hopefully, they will 
see themselves reflected in the 
artwork.”

The altar holds a relic of St. 
Oscar Romero, who is renowned 
for his love and advocacy for the 
poor and for his martyrdom. 
Assassinated in 1980 while saying 
Mass, the Salvadoran archbishop 
was canonized in 2018.

Father Montoya said he 
was in the Holy Land when he 
received a call informing him 
that they had received a first-
class relic of St. Oscar Romero 
– a piece of cloth with the saint’s 
blood from when he was killed.

He said he is convinced that 
San Juan Diego, through his 
intercession, helped guide every 
feature of the construction of the 
church. 

“Every aspect in the church 
is really God’s work,” he said. As 
he led a tour around the building, 
he added, “We cannot let our 
dreams get in the way of the 
dream God has for us.”

“We can all be proud of the 
work that has already been done,” 
he said. “But a lot more still has to 
be done.”

                   ___   
Father Montoya celebrates 

Mass at San Juan Diego Church 
every Tuesday and Saturday at 7 
p.m. Starting in September, he 
plans to include a bilingual Mass 
on Sundays at 11 a.m.

                   ___  
Mobile journalist Lucy Lopez 
contributed to this story.
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SEPT 17  I  6:00 P.M.

956-227-0146
1650 S. MAIN
LA FERIA, TX 78559

El sueño
continued from pg. 1

Courtesy photos 

Following a Mass with the men 
who attended and facilitated 
the Kolbe Prison Retreat July 
11-13 at Segovia State Prison 
in Edinburg, the men offered 
prayers for Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores.

Ofelia de los Santos, director 
of Jail Ministry for the Diocese 
of Brownsville, said the retreat 
inspired three volunteers to step 
forward and start a preparation 
class for the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), and 10 
men at the prison have already 
signed up to attend.

Kolbe Prison Retreat for ‘brothers in white’

Forty “brothers in white” participated in Kolbe Prison Retreat July 11-13 along with six others (wearing red collars) who 
served on the inside team alongside the 30 members of the Kolbe Prison Retreat Team (wearing green shirts).
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First Year: 
 

□ Theology of Ministry 
□ Introduction to Theology 
□ Christology 
□ Introduction to Philosophy 
□ Biblical Studies I (OT) 
□ Ecclesiology 
□ Sacramental Theology 
□ Liturgy & Worship 
□ Pastoral Theology 

 
Second Year: 
 

□ Catholic Social Teaching 
□ Biblical Studies II (NT) 
□ Christian Prayer 
□ Church History 
□ Catholic Spirituality 
□ Christian Morality 
□ Pastoral Skills 
□ Vatican II documents 
□ Theological Reflection 

Catholic Diocese of Brownsville 
 

San Juan Diego Diocesan Ministry Institute     
          

Contact: Claudia Zapata at (956) 784-5059  czapata@cdob.org   

Are you being called to greater service in the Church?   
¿Sientes el llamado de servir en la Iglesia como ministro laico?  

“Called and sent into the Vineyard of the Lord.” 

Third Year:                                       
Specialized area of Ministry  

“Servant Leadership” 

“Ministry in the Church continues the ministry of Jesus through 
the ages and throughout the world. Continually, the Spirit calls 
forth new ministries and new ministers to serve evolving needs. 
In our time lay ecclesial ministers have emerged, men and wom-
en working in collaboration with bishops, priests, deacons, and 
other laity, each responding to the charisms bestowed by the 
Spirit.”   
 
Co -Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord, pg. 26                                           
(USCCB, 2005) 

“Llamados y enviados a la Viña del Señor.” (Mt.9:38) 

By ELIZABETH BACHMANN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — A sea of 
both experienced Catholic liberal 
teachers and neophytes eager to 
learn about the educational phi-
losophy gathered at The Catholic 
University of America in Wash-
ington July 22-25.

The bones of a modern move-
ment to restore traditional Catho-
lic liberal education, these culture 
fighters hope to change society 
through education.

Elisabeth Sullivan, executive 
director of the Institute for Catho-
lic Liberal Education, began the 
institute’s four-day conference by 
introducing the fundamental ideas 
behind a Catholic liberal educa-

tion, and the modern obstacles 
seen as derailing 2,500 years of 
educational tradition.

“This renewal of authentic 
Catholic education it is fully or-
dered toward eternal happiness, 
toward the child’s future,” Sullivan 
said July 22. “It restores the mean-
ing and purpose that has been 
stripped from modern education. 
It is the formation of the whole 
person.”

Sullivan explained a liberally 
educated person is free not to do 
whatever he wants, but free from 
ignorance. With an education that 
develops critical thinking and en-
courages wonder, a person can 
govern himself with wisdom and 
virtue.

“It is fundamentally to be fully 

human,” Sullivan said. Accord-
ing to Sullivan, Catholicism is the 
most natural courier for a liberal 
education because a liberal educa-
tion broadens from personal ob-
servations to the overarching pic-
ture of truth. The personification 
of this picture, she said, is Jesus 
Christ, the logos through which 
all things are intelligible, and from 
which all truths proceed. Through 
Catholicism, then, liberal educa-
tion can reach its culmination in 
the Eucharist.

Sullivan said that because stu-
dents see and live this connection, 
their intellectual being develops 
alongside and intertwined with 
their spiritual being.

John Turrentine, a history and 
English teacher at St. Augustine’s 
Academy in California, returned 
this year for his third conference 
organized by the Institute for 
Catholic Liberal Education. He af-
firmed Sullivan’s message.

“As you progress in this style 
of education, you are growing 
closer to our Lord, and by neces-
sity, the closer you get to our Lord, 
the more kids see that,” Turrentine 
said. “You are living your Catholic 
faith, your students see that, see 
that it’s beautiful, and they want 
to have it too. That’s the first thing: 
You follow this path, you are get-
ting closer to Christ.”

Meanwhile, Sullivan said that 
modern education, which began 
at the dawn of the 20th century 
with John Dewey’s reforms, is the 
antithesis of unity. If there is no 
objective truth, learning becomes 
fragmented, meaningless and pur-
poseless.

Catholic liberal education instills 
wisdom, virtue in students

CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn

Pins that mean “No more Cram, Pass, Forget” lie scattered on a vendor’s table July 22 
during the national conference of the Institute for Catholic Liberal Education held July 
22-25 at The Catholic University of America in Washington. 

Eduardo Ovalle Sr., died 
on June 21 in Defiance, Ohio, 
surrounded by family. The 
loving husband and father of 
four passed away at the age 
of 88.

Ovalle was born on Oct. 
13, 1930, in Donna to José 
Ángel and Rita Espinoza 
Ovalle. He is a retired Army 
veteran and worked at the 
General Motors Powertrain 
Defiance Foundry for 
28 years. Following his 
retirement from General 
Motors, Eduardo served as 
a deacon for the Catholic 
Diocese of Brownsville and 
the Catholic Diocese of 
Toledo in Ohio.

He is survived by his wife 

Celia Montemayor Ovalle 
and their children: Eduardo 
Ovalle Jr. and Veronica 
Martínez Ovalle of Defiance, 
Ohio; Janie Ovalle Eldridge 
and Rick Eldridge of 
Defiance, Ohio; Sofia Ovalle 
Delgado and Dan Delgado 
of Richmond, Texas; and 
Anita Ovalle García and Luis 
García of Tokyo, Japan. He 
is also survived by his three 
sisters Altagracia, Isabel, 
and Alicia; and by his nine 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Ovalle was dedicated 
to his work as an ordained 
deacon of the Catholic 
Church. He served as a 
deacon at St. Joseph Church 
in Donna from 1994 until 
his retirement in 2005. He 
moved to Ohio to be with 
his family in 2014. There he 
served at St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Defiance, Ohio.

Ovalle had an infectious 
smile and a kind and 
compassionate spirit. He had 
a great sense of humor and 
could always be looked to for 
words of encouragement and 
expert advice, usually ending 
in his playful signature 
catchphrase, “you little 
rascal.”

Ovalle was preceded 
in death by his father, José 
Ángel; his mother, Rita; his 
brothers Juan and Francisco; 
his sister, Amselma; and his 
two heavenly children Raul 
and Armando.

A funeral Mass was held 
at St. Joseph Parish in Donna 
on June 29.

Deacon
Eduardo Ovalle

Oct. 13, 1930  – 
June 21, 2019 

»Obituary
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El sueño de un pueblo
By BRENDA NETTLES RIOJAS

The Valley Catholic

CITRUS CITY — “Padre, 
constrúyenos una iglesia, aunque 
sea sólo una bodega”. Esta era 
la petición de la comunidad 
que se encuentra a lo largo de 
la carretera de la Milla 7 Oeste, 
conocida como colonia “El Flaco” 
que se convirtió en lo que ahora 
es la iglesia misión más grande de 
la diócesis de Brownsville. 

Después de años de soñar 
con una nueva iglesia, cientos 
de personas se reunieron el 
14 de julio para la entrega y 
encomendación de la iglesia a de 
San Juan Diego en la carretera 
Oeste entre las millas 6 y 7 Oeste 
de Mission.

 “Es increíble ver que se haya 
realizado la edificación de esta 
iglesia. Es verdaderamente un 
milagro”, dijo el padre Michael 
Montoya (sacerdote de los 
Misioneros de Jesús) quien es 
párroco de la iglesia de Santa 
Ana en Peñitas y se encarga de 
tres iglesias misión, incluyendo la 
iglesia de San Juan Diego.

 “Esta iglesia está construida 
con las oraciones de la gente” 
dijo el padre Montoya. Antes de 
que la construcción estuviera 
terminada y pintada, los fieles 
de la comunidad escribieron sus 
nombre y oraciones en los muros.

El padre Montoya recuerda 
cuando una feligresa, Maura 
García, pidió una nueva iglesia, 
encontrando eco a su petición en 
toda la comunidad. Ellos habían 
sobrepasado ya la pequeña iglesia 
que llevaban usando por 20 años 
ubicada en la esquina Oeste de 
FM221/ y la carretera de la milla 
7. En la que cabían alrededor de 
100 personas y que goteaba cada 
vez que llovía. En la iglesia nueva 
hay asientos hasta para 700 gentes 
y está lejos de parecerse a una 
bodega.

 “Ser pobres, no debería ser un 
límite para nuestra imaginación 
ni para nuestros sueños”, dijo el 
padre Montoya.

 “Yo sé que el sueño que Dios 
tiene para nosotros es mucho más 
de lo que podemos imaginar” 
-añadió. Pero algunas veces las 
personas se limitan a sí mismos 
cuando otros te dicen, “no puedes 
hacerlo” dijo el padre. “Y mucha 
gente nos había dicho que no 
podríamos hacerlo con el poco 
dinero que tenemos, con el tipo 
de comunidad que tenemos”. La 
colecta semanal de la iglesia es en 
promedio entre $300 y $400.

Desde vender tacos y gorditas 
y organizar jugadas de bingo 

para juntar fondos, la comunidad 
ayudó a recabar fondos para 
la construcción, así como lo 
hicieron los amigos de San Juan 
Diego de la comunidad filipina y 
otros donadores.

El padre Montoya dijo: 
“necesitamos un lugar hermoso 
para que nuestra gente vaya y 
alabe a Dios”. 

 “Que esto aumente es una 
señal clara, para mí, de que el 
Señor escucha el llanto de los 
pobres; el Señor escucha el llanto 
de su gente”, dijo. “Este es un 
legado de esperanza, un legado 
de fe”.

 “Dios elije al humilde 
de corazón para mostrar su 
grandeza”, -dijo.

Durante la misa y bendición 
de encomendación de la iglesia, 
el obispo Daniel E. Flores recordó 
la primera misa que celebró en 
la pequeña capilla nueve años 
atrás después de que llegó a la 
diócesis. “Era el 9 de diciembre 
y hacía mucho frío y no había 
lugar en la capilla para que toda 
la gente viniera a la celebración de 
la misa”.

Hablando de la dedicación 
dijo, “Éste es un día de gran 
júbilo… Los sueños de tantos 
por un largo, largo tiempo, de 
alguna manera se han realizado 
completamente. No en el sentido 
de terminar algo, pero una 
realización en el sentido de tener 
la oportunidad de empezar algo 
que es aún más grande”.

El obispo Flores exhortó a 
la comunidad a enfocarse en la 
palabra “misión”. 

 “La identidad de esta 
comunidad es la misión de Juan 
Diego. No en el sentido de que 
es una iglesia misión, sino en 
quienes somos”, dijo.

 “A Juan Diego le fue 
encomendada la misión de 
anunciar al mundo, que estaba 
en la oscuridad, que una gran 
luz brilla porque Dios mismo, 
en virtud del permiso que le fue 
otorgado por la Virgen María, se 
hizo carne y tocó la tierra”.

 “Esta es la misión de 
Juan Diego… él nos llama a 
salir y anunciar un tiempo de 
esperanza, a ser gente de servicio, 
de humildad y especialmente a 

enfocarnos en servir a aquellos a 
quienes el resto del mundo olvida 
fácilmente”.

 “A tocar en la puerta e invitar. 
Vengan, aquí hay comunidad, 
aquí hay esperanza y aquí Cristo 
está presente… aquí tienen casa, 
porque la casa de Dios es casa de 
su pueblo”.

El obispo Flores dijo que el 
área la cual es “la periferia de 
una diócesis que es la periferia, 
continuará creciendo”.

“No podemos quedarnos 
sentados solamente y muy 
agradecidos de Dios de este 
hermoso regalo que tanta 
gente ha hecho posible de 
manera generosa”, dijo. “La 
encomendación de la iglesia 
empieza una misión nueva, una 
de salir e invitar a las personas a 
la iglesia”.

 “Les pido este favor. Salgan 
y toquen en las puertas de toda 
el área. Tienen que tocar en las 
puertas”.

 “El trabajo acaba de empezar. 
La próxima vez que venga a 
celebrar misa en la Fiesta de San 
Juan Diego, quiero que ustedes 

me presenten a familias nuevas 
que han venido después de que 
ustedes fueron a tocar en su 
puerta”.

Sobre cómo adquirieron el 
pedazo de tierra de 10 acres para 
la iglesia y cómo consiguieron 
un tesoro de elementos 
arquitectónicos y obras de arte, 
el padre Montoya dijo que 
cada elemento llegó, pieza por 
pieza, como pequeños milagros, 
superando sus expectativas.

 “Era un sueño más allá de 
sus sueños, pero pienso que en 
realidad era el sueño de Dios para 
ellos”, dijo.

García, quien fue la primera 
en pedir la nueva iglesia, dijo: “El 
Señor escuchó nuestras oraciones. 
Nunca nos imaginamos que 
podríamos tener esta iglesia ... 
¡Que sorpresa nos dio la vida!”

Manuel Carrasco, quien es 
originario de Ecuador, ayudó 
al padre Montoya a diseñar la 
nueva iglesia luego de estudiar 
las iglesias misión desde Chiapas 
hasta Guatemala. Durante la fase 
de planeación, ellos mantuvieron 
en mente las necesidades de 
crecimiento de la comunidad.

Al principio del proceso, el 
padre Montoya sabía que sería 
caro incluir una ventana de 
vitral, pero vio la posibilidad 
de comprar una que había sido 
removida de una iglesia que 
cerró en Boston. Resulta que la 
arquidiócesis no les vendió la 
ventana que había sido removida, 
en lugar de eso, el arzobispo les 
regaló 14 ventanas, junto con un 
altar de mármol, una imagen de 
mármol del Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús y bancas de madera. Un 
donador cubrió la mitad de los 
costos de envío y las donaciones 
locales cubrieron la diferencia.

Las ventanas vienen de la 
Iglesia de San pedro y San Pablo 
en el sur de Boston, una iglesia 
construida en 1844 que cerró em 
1996 y fue vendida en el 2000.

Las ventanas, dijo el padre 
Montoya, vienen de unas 
comunidades inmigrantes en 
Boston desde el siglo 19 (1800). 
“Éstas representan el legado de 
fe que nos ha precedido. Las 
ventanas han encontrado nueva 
vida donde la fe está viva”.

Después, el padre Montoya 
comisionó a Artemio Coanqui, 
un artista indígena de Perú, para 
pintar las 14 estaciones de la cruz. 
Realizadas en un estilo de arte 
cusqueño religioso, las estaciones 
son una característica única y 
especial de la iglesia.

Él dijo que quería que cada 

Construido con las oraciones de la gente

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

» Por favor lea San Juan Diego p.14

Eddie Hernandez /The Valley Catholic

Cientos de feligreses celebraron la dedicación y primera misa de la nueva Iglesia de San Juan Diego el 14 de julio en Western 
Road, al noroeste de Mission junto con el Obispo Daniel E. Flores y el Obispo Auxiliar Mario A. Avilés. Para la comunidad fue un 
sueño realizado.
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El gran mal de nuestros 
tiempos: el suicidio

El centro para control de 
enfermedades, CDC (Center 
for Desease Control) en inglés,  

publico este pasado jueves, que la 
tasa promedio de suicidios se ha 
incrementado en un 33%, entre los 
años 1999 y 2017. También se publicó 
un reporte por investigadores de la 
escuela de medicina de la Universidad 
de Harvard conjunto a la Universidad 
de Tel-Aviv, donde se enfocaron en 
las muertes por suicido de adultos 
jóvenes, y se encontró que solo en el 
año 2017 se reportaron 6,252 suicidios 
entre jóvenes de 15 a 24 años de edad, 
el número más elevado desde el año 
2000. 

El uso generalizado de los 
llamados teléfonos inteligentes (Smart 
phones) que facilita a los jóvenes a 
estar constantemente conectados a 
redes sociales, tiene mucha culpa del 
alza de suicidios entre los jóvenes, 
pues hemos criado “solitarios” que 
no hablan, no conviven, solamente se 
enfocan en sus imágenes digitales y 
viven dependientes de sus teléfonos. 
La soledad los deprime, hasta el punto 
que ya no quieren vivir.  

Las señales que indican que una 
persona puede estar contemplando 
la idea de suicidarse son claras para 
quien las conoce y está atento a 
percibirlas, por ejemplo si alguien 
comienza a preocuparse por la 
muerte, si cambia su comportamiento 

drásticamente, si ha sufrido una 
perdida reciente o siente que 
lo dejaran pronto, si de repente 
comienza a preparar su testamento, 
o comienza a repartir sus posesiones 
más preciadas, si pierde interés por su 
arreglo personal, si abusa del alcohol 
o drogas, y si en general no tiene 
esperanza que su situación cambie en 
un futuro.  

Desgraciadamente muchas veces 
no se presta atención en esos cambios 
de comportamiento y se reflexiona 
en ello hasta que ha sucedido 
una tragedia.  Seamos valientes 
y entrometidos cuando notemos  
las señales mencionadas en algún 
familiar o amigo, será difícil abordar 
el tema, pero lo mejor es preguntarles 
directamente si han contemplado 
la idea del suicidio, aunque la 
respuesta sea negativa,  el simple 
hecho de preguntar les deja saber 
a esas personas amadas, y posibles 
suicidas, que alguien está dispuesto a 
escucharlos, que pueden pedir ayuda. 

Si la respuesta es afirmativa, 
debemos preguntar si tienen idea de 
cómo llevaran a cabo sus planes y 
si tienen pensado cuando lo harán, 
dependiendo de las respuestas 
podemos buscar ayuda inmediata, ya 
sea de parte de los demás miembros 
de la familia, o de especialistas, que 
puedan intervenir. El concilio de 

Msgr. Juan Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville 
 

»La Alegría 
de Vivir

» Por favor lea Suicidio p.14

El Papa llama a los 
cristianos a conjugar 

contemplación y acción
ACI Prensa

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
— El Papa Francisco invitó a los 
cristianos a conjugar “contem-
plación y acción” y asumir así la 
enseñanza de Jesús sobre la acti-
tud del creyente.

En su reflexión previa al rezo 
del Ángelus el 21 de julio en la 
Plaza de San Pedro del Vaticano, 
el Santo Padre comentó cómo 
en el Evangelio del domingo el 
evangelista San Lucas narra la 
visita de Jesús a la casa de Marta 
y María, las hermanas de su ami-
go Lázaro.

“Ellas lo acogen y María se 
sienta a sus pies para escucharlo; 
deja aquello que estaba haciendo 
para estar cerca de Jesús: no qui-
ere perderse ninguna de sus pal-
abras”, contó.

Francisco llamó a imitar a 
María, la hermana de Lázaro, 
porque “también para cada uno 
de nosotros, como para María, 
no debería haber ninguna ocu-
pación o preocupación que pu-
eda tenernos alejados del Mae-
stro divino”.

“Todo se deja de lado para 
que cuando venga Él a visitarnos 
en nuestra vida, su presencia y 
su palabra llegan antes que cual-
quier cosa”, señaló.

El Santo Padre subrayó que 
“el Señor nos sorprende siempre: 
cuando nos ponemos a escucha-
rlo verdaderamente, las nubes 
se disipan, las dudas dejan su 
lugar a la verdad, los miedos a la 
serenidad, y las diferentes situa-
ciones de la vida encuentran su 
lugar justo”.

La figura de María de Beta-
nia a los pies de Jesús, explicó el 
Papa Francisco, “muestra la acti-
tud orante del creyente que sabe 
estar en presencia del Maestro 
para escucharlo y ponerse en 
sintonía con Él”.

“Se trata de hacer una para-
da durante la jornada, recogerse 
en silencio para dejar espacio 
al Señor que ‘pasa’ y encontrar 
la valentía de permanecer un 
poco apartado junto a Él, para, 
después, regresar con mayor 
serenidad y eficacia a las cosas 
de cada día”.

Al alabar el comportamiento 
de María que, en palabras de 
Jesús, “eligió la mejor parte”, el 
Señor “parece repetir a cada 
uno de nosotros: ‘No te dejes 
abrumar por las cosas por hacer, 
sino, escucha antes que nada la 
voz del Señor para desempeñar 
bien las obligaciones que la vida 
te asigna”.

Además de María, el frag-
mento evangélico de San Lucas 
pone el foco en la otra hermana 
de Lázaro, Marta. “San Lucas 
dice que fue ella la que alojó a 
Jesús. Quizás Marta era la mayor 
de las dos hermanas, no lo sabe-
mos, pero ciertamente esta mu-
jer tenía el carisma de la hospi-
talidad”.

De hecho, “mientras María 
escucha a Jesús, ella está ocupa-
da en muchos servicios. Por ello, 
Jesús le dice: ‘Marta, Marta, tú 
te afanas y te agitas por muchas 
cosas’. Con estas palabras Él no 
trata de condenar la actitud del 
servicio, sino más bien el afán 
con que en ocasiones se vive”.

“También nosotros compar-
timos la preocupación de Santa 
Marta y, sobre su ejemplo, nos 
proponemos que, en nuestras fa-
milias y en nuestra comunidad, 
se viva el sentido de la acogida, 
de la fraternidad para que cada 
uno pueda sentirse como en 
casa, especialmente los peque-
ños y los pobres”.

Por lo tanto, “el Evangelio 
de hoy nos recuerda que la sabi-
duría del corazón está, precisa-
mente, en el saber conjugar estos 
dos elementos: la contemplación 
y la acción. Marta y María nos 
indican el camino”.

“Si queremos saborear la 
vida con alegría, debemos aso-
ciar estas dos actitudes: por una 
parte, el estar a los pies de Jesús, 
para escucharlo mientras nos 
desvela el secreto de cada cosa; 
por otra parte, permanecer dis-
puestos y preparados en la hos-
pitalidad para cuando Él pase 
y llame a nuestra puerta, con el 
rostro del amigo que tiene nece-
sidad de un momento de des-
canso y fraternidad”, concluyó el 
Papa Francisco.

Celebrando pequeños 
momentos especiales

Lydia Pesina 
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar 
 

»Vida 
Familiar

San Juan Pablo II enfatizó en “Fa-
miliaris Consortio” que lo sagra-
do de la vida reside en las cosas 

ordinarias de cada día. Las pequeñas 
cosas que hacemos en nuestra vida 
familiar son sagradas: lavar los platos, 
hablar alrededor de la mesa, trabajar 
para mantener a la familia, ayudar con 
la ropa, orar antes de las comidas. A 
menudo digo que la vida familiar es 
desordenada: sagrada pero desorde-
nada. Por desorden, quiero decir que 
las cosas no siempre son "agradables 
y ordenadas" en nuestra vida familiar 
cotidiana, pero las pequeñas cosas 
amorosas consistentes que hacemos el 
uno por el otro son de suma impor-
tancia. En el Evangelio de Mateo 
6:21, se nos recuerda que "Donde está 
vuestro tesoro, también estará vuestro 
corazón". Si las pequeñas cosas que 
hacemos el uno por el otro en nuestra 
familia es lo que más atesoramos, 
nuestro corazón (nuestro amor) estará 
lleno en los buenos tiempos y de igual 
manera en los tiempos difíciles.

En un discurso dirigido a parejas 
comprometidas el 14 de febrero de 
2014, el Papa Francisco declaró: "Vivir 
juntos es un arte, un viaje paciente, 
hermoso y fascinante. Este viaje de 
todos los días tiene algunas reglas 
que se pueden resumir en tres frases 
(frases que he repetido muchas veces 
a las familias): "Por favor", "Gracias" y 
"Lo siento".

Cada familia tiene su propia 
manera de celebrar Pequeños Mo-
mentos Especiales en su vida. Mauri 
y yo, si Dios quiere, celebraremos 
pronto nuestro aniversario de bodas 
numero 45 y este hecho me recuerda 
lo importantes que son las "pequeñas 
cosas" que hacemos el uno por el otro 
y la familia que nos ayuda a añadir 
sentido a nuestras vidas en los buenos 
tiempos y en los tiempos difíciles.

Algunos de los "pequeños mo-
mentos" que me recuerda incluyen: 

1. Cuando Mauri y yo nos conoci-
mos el 28 de mayo de 1969, yo llevaba 

un vestido amarillo y él una camisa 
amarilla (ambos que aún conserva-
mos) así que cada año en esa fecha, los 
saco del armario como un pequeño 
recordatorio de ese día. 

2. La mayoría de los años Mauri y 
yo oramos una "Oración de bendición 
por una cama matrimonial" del libro 
de oración del P. Edward Hays "Ora-
ciones por la Iglesia Doméstica. 

3. Un año, ante la insistencia de 
nuestra hija de 5 años, usé mi vestido 
de novia en nuestro aniversario y asi 
nos sentamos alrededor de nuestra 
mesa de cocina. 

4. Cuando nuestra familia exten-
dida se reúne para nuestra "Cena de 
cumpleaños" mensual, los niños más 
pequeños en edad de leer, leen una 
"Oración de bendición para los cum-
pleaños" (mismo libro) y los adultos 
se suman a la oración. 

5. Desde hace varios años, lleva-
mos a algunas de nuestras nietas/so-
brinos a una salida uno a uno en lugar 
de darles un regalo de cumpleaños. 

6. Llevamos a cabo lecturas 
nocturnas con nuestro nieto usando 
algunos de los mismos libros que leí a 
su madre en su infancia. 

7. Disfrutar que mi hija que me 
lleve "con los ojos vendados" a una 
excursión especial para el Día de la 
Madre (por ejemplo) “Painting with 
a twits”.

8. Ser llevado a un "Tour Esta es 
Tu Vida" durante una hora, (también 
con los ojos vendados) por mi her-
mano menor Art para mi cumpleaños 
numero 50. 

9. Mauri cortando ramas sobresa-
lientes de una planta que se encuentra 
en nuestra ruta de paseo matutino 
para que no me moleste. 

10. Recientemente agradecerles 
personalmente a mi fregadero de 
cocina y gabinetes por e buen servicio 
que nos otorgaron durante 39 años 
antes de ser reemplazados. 

11. Y también orar antes de las 
» Por favor lea Pequeños Momentos p.14
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Esta es nuestra historia.

Esta es la historia de la fe católica
en esta tierra, una tierra de milagros.

Las fronteras y banderas 
han cambiado. Pero la 

tierra permanece.

El valle del rio grande.
Un lugar de encuentro.

Un lugar de privación y de 
esperanza.

Permanezcamos
aquí.

tenemos 
suficiente de 

batallas y 
andanzas.

Durante siglos, muchas tribus vivieron en la costa de texas. Como las 
temporadas cambiaban, se mudaban de un lugar a otro en búsqueda de 
alimento. Era una vida  que se vivía en equilibrio 
con la tierra y las temporadas.

Los conquistadores vinieron en búsqueda de 
oro y riquezas. Los acompañaban sacerdotes y 
hermanos religiosos que venían con un sueño 

distinto: traer la fe cristiana a los pueblos 
indígenas.

Al principio, las interacciones entre los indígenas y los 
recién llegados fueron positivas, cuando los conquistadores 

hicieron más y más demandas de los recursos locales...

En el año 1520, Fray Zamora se 
convirtió en el primer sacerdote en 

quedarse en el área, estableciéndose 
en lo que hoy es Peñitas. 

La violencia estalló.

Fe en el ValleFe en el Valle

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Brownsville exist primarily to form community of faith, in which students, 

faculty and parents experience community,
worship and a deep concern for the needs of the total Church.

The Catholic schools in the Diocese admit students of any sex, race, color, nationality and ethnic origin.
This announcement is called “Notice of Non-Discriminatory Policy as to Students” and is in compliance with 

Revenue Procedure 75-50, which established Guidelines and Record Keeping Requirements for determining 
whether  private schools have racially non-discriminatory policies with respect to students and faculty members.

The following schools in the Diocese of Brownsville endorse this non-discriminatory policy: Incarnate The following schools in the Diocese of Brownsville endorse this non-discriminatory policy: Incarnate Word 
Academy, Brownsville, Texas; St. Mary’s School, Brownsville, Texas; St. Luke School, Brownsville, Texas; St. 
Joseph Academy, Brownsville, Texas; Guadalupe Regional Middle School, Brownsville, Texas; St. Anthony’s 

School, Harlingen, Texas; San Martin De Porres School, Weslaco; Texas; St Joseph School, Edinburg, Texas; Our 
Lady of Sorrows School, McAllen, Texas; Immaculate Conception School, Rio Grande City, Texas; Oratory 

Academy and Athenaeum, Pharr, Texas; and Juan Diego Academy, Mission, Texas.

NOTA DEL EDITOR:  Las 
muertes trágicas son ahora una 
parte visible de la continua crisis 
de inmigración en la frontera entre 
Texas y México. 

El largo camino hacia el asilo o 
la encarcelación en los Estados Uni-
dos inevitablemente genera estrés y 
peligro en el camino, seguramente 
afectará a los involucrados, ya sea 
que estén sufriendo el viaje hostil 
hacia el norte a través de México, 
cruzando el peligroso Río Bravo o 
divagando los confusos matorrales 
del sur de Texas en calor mortal. 
Incluso algunos niños detenidos en 
las instalaciones de detención del 
gobierno federal han perecido por 
afecciones médicas graves.

Pero nada atrajo más atención 
triste a la crisis que la semana a fines 
de junio marcada por las muertes 

aquí en el Valle del Río Grande de 
dos adultos jóvenes y cuatro niños 
pequeños en incidentes separados. 
El 23 de junio, los cuerpos de una 
mujer joven, un niño pequeño y dos 
bebés que probablemente murieron 
por calor y deshidratación fueron 
encontrados en el monte cerca del 
Río Grande al sur de Mission. 

Ese mismo domingo, un sal-
vadoreño y su hija de 23 meses se 
ahogaron a la vista de su esposa y 
otros testigos mientras intentaban 
cruzar el río cerca de Brownsville. 
Cuando sus cuerpos fueron encon-
trados al día siguiente en la orilla 
del río, una fotografía de la escena 
desgarradora (la niña pequeña que 
aún se aferraba a su padre muerto) 
se convirtió en una imagen viral de 
la crisis de refugiados para los espe-
ctadores de todo el mundo.

Los obispos de las diócesis 
de Brownsville y de Mat-
amoros, así como los laicos, 

los consagrados, los seminaristas, 
los diáconos y los sacerdotes 
de ambas iglesias fronterizas, 
expresamos con mucho dolor la 
tristeza de toda la comunidad al 
oír de los papás y niños que reci-
entemente han perdido sus vidas 
al cruzar el Río Bravo buscando 
una vida mejor.

+Oscar Alberto Martinez 
Ramirez y su hija  +Angie

Tambien recordamos a la 
mamá, y las tres criaturas cuyos 
cuerpos fueron encontrados 
recientemente en las cercanías de 
parque Anzalduas.

 Ofrecemos nuestras con-
dolencias a las familias y seres 
queridos de los fallecidos, y 
recordamos que a través de los 
años innumerables personas han 
perdido la vida de semejante 
manera, muchos de cuyos nom-
bres sólo Dios sabe.

 Unidos a las familias que 

sufren estas penas, con quienes 
hemos podido hablar y orar per-
sonalmente, pedimos a nuestro 
Padre Dios por el eterno descan-
so de sus parientes fallecidos, y le 
rogamos que a ellos los llene de 
fortaleza y de esperanza en estos 
momentos tan difíciles.

 Así mismo, al tiempo de 
reconocer el bien que muchas 
personas hacen a nuestros 
hermanos migrantes, invitamos 
a todos, gobiernos y sociedad, 
a tener siempre presente que 
los migrantes son personas 
como nosotros; con dignidad y 
derechos, con necesidades, penas 
y sueños, y a tenderles la mano 
para ayudarlos a tener un futuro 
mejor, siguiendo el consejo que 
Jesús nos ha dado: “Traten a los 
otros como quisieran ser tratados 
ustedes” (Mt 7, 12).

Que la Virgen de Guadalupe 
interceda por nosotros y nos 
obtenga de Dios la sabiduría, la 
valentía y la fuerza para hacerlo 
así.

Obispos expresan tristeza 
al oir de los que han perdido 

sus vidas al cruzar el rio  

Mons. Daniel 
E. Flores
Obispo de 
Brownsville

Mons. Eugenio 
Lira Rugarcía
Obispo de Matamoros

»Comunicado 
de los obispos 
de las diócesis 
de Brownsville 
y de Matamoros

“Traten a los otros como quisieran 
ser tratados ustedes”. (Mt 7, 12)

Del libro, Fe en el Valle: Una historia ilustrada de la Diócesis de Brownsville
Continuará

Catholic Diocese 
of Brownsville

Para más fotos 
y videos, síguenos
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Pequeños 
Momentos

continúa de pág. 12

Good Shepherd Travel

prevención del suicidio en Texas 
lista dos números de teléfono 
para pedir ayuda, la línea 
nacional (800)273-8255, y una 
línea local (877)289-7199. 

Es cierto que los servicios 
psiquiátricos son limitados en 
el Valle del Rio Grande, sin 
embargo el  Tropical Texas 
Behavioral Health Center, el 
proveedor público de salud 
mental del valle, tiene una línea 
de 24 hrs para responder a las 
crisis suicidas. Muchas veces 
el temor de las personas de ser 
recluidos en un centro de salud 
mental al admitir que están 
contemplando la idea de quitarse 
la vida, puede desanimarlos a 
pedir la ayuda necesaria, pero 
hay que entender que una 
intervención a tiempo puede 
salvar una vida y evitar al trauma 
para el resto de la familia.  

Generalmente, la persona 
que piensa quitarse la vida lo 

intenta varias veces, como una 
forma de llamar la atención y 
pedir ayuda para solucionar la 
crisis que está atravesando, para 
dejar de sentirse totalmente 
solo y abandonado, aunque esto 
sea solo su percepción, en ese 
momento es todo lo que ve, y a 
través de sus intentos fallidos, 
a veces enmascarados como 
accidentes, trata de encontrar 
la validación que no consigue 
utilizando la lógica. 

Lo ideal es que quien 
intenta terminar con su vida 
sea tratado por un especialista, 
que primeramente lo ayude a 
superar sus crisis, y después, que 
toda la familia tuviera acceso a 
terapias de grupo para obtener el 
conocimiento y las herramientas 
para comunicarse y poder 
cambiar, y así aliviar un poco 
los problemas que tanto agobian 
a su familiar, o por lo menos 
identificar las señales que les 
indiquen si una crisis se avecina.

¡Vive un día a la vez!...ignite 
the moment!…y recuerda que 
Dios te ama y yo también.

Suicidio
continúa de pág. 12

comidas a menudo: gracia 
sencilla; otras veces teniendo 
una canasta con nombres de 
personas por las que deseamos 
orar; también rezar el Ave María 
durante el mes de mayo, o leer 
algunas líneas de los evangelios.

El Papa Francisco declaró en 
una homilía el 27 de octubre de 
2013: "Y necesitamos sencillez 
para orar en familia: ¡la simpli-
cidad es necesaria! Orar juntos 

el Padre Nuestro, alrededor de 
la mesa, no es algo extraordi-
nario: es fácil. ¡Y rezar el Rosario 
juntos, como familia, es muy 
hermoso y una fuente de gran 
fortaleza! ¡Y también rezar el 
uno por el otro! El esposo por su 
esposa, la esposa por su esposo, 
ambos juntos por sus hijos, los 
hijos por sus abuelos... orando 
el uno por el otro. Esto es lo que 
significa orar en la familia y es 
lo que hace fuerte a la familia: la 
oración".

Que el Espíritu Santo nos 
guíe a seguir celebrando peque-
ños momentos especiales en 
nuestras familias.

Rene Peña / Special to The Valley Catholic

Recent top-to-bottom maintenance 
for the campanile of the Basilica of 
Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine afforded a rare 
close-up look at the big bells high 
in the tower. The bells proved too 
large to remove for cleaning and 
refurbishing, so that work will be 
done in place.

From top of the bell tower

parte de la iglesia ayudara 
a conectar a la comunidad 
inmigrante con su cultura. “Con 
la esperanza de que ellos se vean 
a sí mismos reflejados en las 
obras de arte”.

En el altar se guarda una 
reliquia de San Oscar Romero, 
quien es conocido por su amor 
y defensa del pobre y por su 

martirio. Asesinado en 1980 
mientras celebraba misa, el 
arzobispo salvadoreño fue 
canonizado en 2018. 

El padre Montoya dijo que 
él se encontraba en Tierra Santa 
cuando recibió una llamada 
informándole que habían 
recibido una reliquia de primera 
clase de San Oscar Romero – un 
pedazo de ropa con la sangre del 
santo de cuando fue asesinado.

Él dijo que está convencido 
de que San Juan Diego, por medio 

de su intercesión, ayudó a guiar 
cada avance de la construcción 
de la iglesia. Añadiendo: “Cada 
aspecto en la iglesia es en realidad 
un trabajo de Dios”. Mientras 
guiaba un recorrido alrededor de 
la construcción, el padre agregó: 
“No podemos dejar que nuestros 
sueños se entrometan en el sueño 
que Dios tiene para nosotros”.

“Todos nosotros Podemos 
estar orgullosos del trabajo que 
ya ha sido hecho. Pero aún falta 
mucho por hacer”. dijo.

San Juan Diego
continúa de pág. 11
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» Monthly calendar

Recommended by  
SISTER MAUREEN 

CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the 

Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of 

Brownsville

»From the Bookshelf

Length: Paperback 64 
pages 
Publication: Ave Maria 
Press (2005)
Author: Boniface 
Hanley, O.F.M.

Justice allows to conform to truth, fact, and 
reason, especially in relation to Christian 
beliefs.  Through her kindness to others, 
Therese of Lisieux, lived the virtue of 
justice.  In her autobiography, The Little 
Way, Therese shows that one does not 
have to be great to find God.
Adults and Teens

Therese of Lisieux 
– Living Justice

Formato: DVD 
Duración: 119 minutes
Producción: Quality Films 
(2011) Adaptación Manuel 
Tamayo
Dirección: Fernando Galiana  

Reviva en Bernardita de Lourdes la aparición 
de la Virgen y los Milagros que dieron fama 
a uno de los sitios mas visitados por millones 
de fieles: el mañantial de  Nuestra Señora de 
Lourdes, en Francia. Spanish Language.

Bernardita de 
Lourdes

Format: DVD & Guides 
Run time: 14 minutes 
Guide 15 minutes 
Production: Holy 
Cross Family 
Ministries (2007)  

This instructional DVD and 
accompanying manual are wonderful 
resources for teaching the Rosary to 
children, teens, adults and families.  
Includes a brief history of the Rosary 
as an ancient form of prayer, along with 
detailed steps and programs for helping 
others to learn the Rosary. All

Think Good 
Thoughts

»Worth Watching

Length: 48 pages 
Publication: Our 
Sunday Visitor (2015)
Authors: Rosemarie 
Gortler & Donna 
Piscitelli

Little seeds grow into beautiful flowers! 
Your faith is like a little seed that God 
planted in your heart when you were 
baptized … But what is faith anyway?  
How do we make it grow?  Just like a 
seed needs the right things to grow, 
your faith needs some important things 
to grow like: Prayer, The Creed, The 
Ten Commandments, Sacred Objects. 
Children 4-10

Seeds of Faith
for Children

— 

For a complete 
listing of titles, visit 
the Media Resource 

Center online at 
www.cdob.org/media-
resource-center or call 

Sister Crosby at 
(956) 784-5041. 

1
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(CONSECRATED LIFE)
Every first Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for an 
increase in vocations to consecrated 
life (active and contemplative) and for 
the religious sisters and brothers in 
our diocese and the success of their 
missions. This Holy Hour is set for 7-8 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in 
Alamo.

2-3
RETREAT: ‘ENFRENTANDO 
LAS PERDIDAS DE LA VIDA’
“Enfrentando las Perdidas de la Vida” 
- Oblate Alicia Perez and Benedictine 
Oblates Team en español at The 
Benedictine Monastery in Rio Grande 
City. For more information, call (956) 
486-2680 or email sanbenito@
granderiver.net.

3
LAY MINISTRY FORMATION 
ORIENTATION
Orientation sessions in English and 
Spanish for the new 2019-2021 
diocesan Lay Ministry Formation Program 
at the Bishop Marx Conference Center at 
the Pastoral Center in San Juan.

8
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(DEACONS)
Every second Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for the 
intentions of the deacons (permanent 
and transitional) of the diocese and 
their families.  This month Holy Hour 
for Vocations (Deacons) is set for 7-8 

p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 8 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in 
Alamo.

15
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The Solemnity of the Assumption 
celebrates the day that, in the words of 
Pope Pius XII, “… the Immaculate Mother 
of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her earthly life, 
was assumed body and soul to heavenly 
glory.” The Assumption is a holy day of 
obligation.

15
DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED
The offices of the Diocese of Brownsville 
will be closed Thursday, Aug. 15 for the 
Solemnity of the Assumption.

15
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(MARRIED LIFE)
Every third Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for 
the intentions of the sanctification of 
the Vocation of Matrimony. Families, 
engaged couples, and couples in the 
Family Apostolic Movements and in other 
marriage ministries are invited to gather 
and pray for this intention. This month 
Holy Hour for Vocations (Married Life) 
is set for 7-8 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 15 
at St. Joseph Adoration Chapel, 723 E. 
Bowie Ave. in Alamo.

23-24
RETREAT FOR MEN: ‘CREATE 
IN ME A CLEAN HEART’
A retreat for men 18 and older, “Create 
in Me a Clean Heart,” with presenters 

Deacon Rudy, Deacon Juan and the 
Benedictine Oblate Team in English 
at the Benedictine Monastery in Rio 
Grande City. For more information, call 
(956) 486-2680 or email sanbenito@
granderiver.net.

24
INTRODUCTION TO FALL 
SEMESTER 2019
An English introduction to the new school 
year’s Fall Semester 2019 is set for 8:30 
a.m.-12 noon Saturday, Aug. 24 at the 
Bishop Marx Conference Center at the 
Pastoral Center in San Juan.

26
SCHOOL STARTS
The new school year begins today at all 
Catholic schools around the Rio Grande 
Valley.

31
EN ESPANOL: INTRODUCTION 
TO FALL SEMESTER 2019
An introduction in Spanish to the new 
school year’s Fall Semester 2019 is set 
for 8:30 a.m.-12 noon Saturday, Aug. 31 
at the Bishop Marx Conference Center at 
the Pastoral Center in San Juan.

31
NIGHT OF HEALING AND DIVINE 
MERCY
Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D., leads the 
faithful in prayer for a Night of Healing 
and Divine Mercy at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org or call (956) 
784-5055. 

THE ASSUMPTION  OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

ANSWER KEY:  18. b,  38. a,  58. c,  59. c,  75.  a

una gran familia, y que tenemos la 
responsabilidad de acercarnos y ayudar 
a las familias que están batallando por 
mantener la esperanza. Hay muchas 
comunidades nuevas y pequeñas que 
se forman a lo largo de las afueras 
de nuestras ciudades y de los límites 
parroquiales. Tenemos un llamado 
del mismo Señor para acercarnos a 
las comunidades más pobres que se 
forman en las partes más aisladas de la 
diócesis y ofrecerles nuestra ayuda de la 
manera que podamos. Sabemos que la 
ayuda y los recursos materiales son de 
gran importancia, pero es mucho más 
importante que las familias que viven en 
la pobreza reciban la atención espiritual y 
pastoral que necesitan de toda la iglesia. 
En mi caso, un hombre de negocios del 
lugar donde crecí ofreció su restaurante 
para que los domingos tuviéramos 
las clases de educación religiosa. Si 
no hubiera sido por él creo que yo no 
hubiera hecho mi Primera Comunión.

Así de que las parroquias, las capillas 
o misiones y toda la estructura diocesana 

deben orientarse hacia salir al encuentro 
y ofrecer formación catequética accesible 
y preparación sacramental a las familias 
que, por cualquier razón, se sientan 
aisladas y alejadas de la vida parroquial. 
Por eso necesitamos trabajar para 
formar más laicos misioneros líderes, 
que puedan ir a las periferias e invitar a 
las familias a participar en la vida de la 
Iglesia local, y formar nuevos centros de 
vida de fe.

Les puedo asegurar que continuaré 
haciendo una gran prioridad la dirección 
de los fondos y recursos diocesanos hacia 
la periferia, para que se pueda construir 
un ancla de fe y de vida comunitaria 
donde actualmente no existe. Pero aun 
antes de que construyamos los edificios 
donde las familias y los jóvenes puedan 
reunirse para aprender, orar y compartir 
el amor de Cristo, todos podemos 
y debemos hacer algo para primero 
construir la comunidad de fe y el alcance 
misionero en las parroquias y capillas 
que ya tenemos. ¿Le ha preguntado a su 
vecino si le gustaría recibir ayuda para 
llevar a sus hijos a clases de catecismo 
para que puedan hacer su primera 
comunión? Como usted sabe, sí lo puede 
hacer. Puede ser que eso sea lo más 
importante que haga en este año.

Enseñando la fe
continúa de pág. 2

Here are the winners of the Nature Watch contest:

Congratulations
4th Annual 

Youth Stewardship Retreat
June 29, 2019 

St. Joan of Arc Church in Weslaco 
Adry Robles, Sabrina Sauceda,
Sebastian Sauceda, Carla Ramirez, 
Jesus Ramirez
Good Shepherd Church, Brownsville
Amparo Guzman, Angela Cortez,
Jose Coronado

St. Joseph the Worker Church, McAllen 
Brian Rojas, Alondra Hernandez,
Genesis Almanzar
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, McAllen 
Alina Bonilla
Holy Spirit Church, McAllen 
Jorge Beto Forina
Holy Spirit Church, Progreso 
Elliott Moore

A total of 140 teens 
participated. 

(See photos and more information on page 3.)

Sponsored by the Diocese of Brownsville 
Stewardship and Development Office
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By LUCY LOPEZ | The Valley Catholic 

BROWNSVILLE — Alfonso “Poncho” Solis 
grew up with church and religion, but couldn’t 
take it to heart. It wasn’t until he met his future 
wife and discovered a passion for music that he 
found the faith he had been longing for. 

Now, after 38 years of serving the Lord, he’s 
still going strong as a role model for his parish.

As a child, Solis attended Skinner Elementary 
in Brownsville. St. Joseph Catholic Church was 
not far away, and that meant CCD classes at the 
church every Wednesday. The nuns would come 
by to walk him to the classes.

“I was scared, (because) my mom usually 
picked me up from school, and on those days she 
wouldn’t. I just remember thinking, ‘I’m going to 
get lost! I don’t know what to do!’ 

“I realized that deep down I really enjoyed that 
(going to church), so one of the things I wanted 
to become was a priest. But I wasn’t very close (in 
faith); I didn’t attend church a lot.”

Solis grew up knowing about his religion and 
understanding the basics of his faith, but never 
really connecting with the Lord.

Years passed before things fell into place. 
While he was working on his student teaching, he 
met Mae Devin, a devoted Catholic who insisted 
that her faith come first – and there would be no 
difference when it came to relationships. Their 
first date was Midnight Mass on Dec. 25 at Holy 
Family Church. 

Because he was dating Devin, he continued 
to attend Mass until without even realizing it, he 
began going to Mass for himself and not just to 

Our Catholic  Family

Lucy Lopez/The 
Valley Catholic

Alfonso and 
Mae Solis have 
been active 
at Holy Family 
Parish for 38 
years.

It’s the music 
that keeps him 
going.

Mae Solis

“
accompany his girlfriend. His faith was growing, 
and every day he was getting more involved with 
the Church. 

He discovered a gift for music and a tie to his 
faith through a group called The Vest Volunteers, 
a band that played for the church. The Vest 
Volunteers were in need of some fresh talent, 
so Mae Devin encouraged Alfonso Solis to try 
it out, “just to help, really,” she said. Solis had 
already tried out for the choir, but choir wasn’t 
really for Solis, who was better at playing than 
singing. When he took a guitar class with the Vest 
Volunteers, he found his calling. As he learned 
play the guitar, Solis realized music would be his 
way to interpret and express his faith, his way of 
praising the Blessed Name. Music became his love, 
his faith and his passion. 

Solis had also found another love – his perfect 
match. He and Mae Devin got married and have 
been wed for 36 years now.

“He’s a wonderful man as a husband. Every  

night we say, ‘I love you,’” Mae Solis said. “As for 
the 38 years of his music, it’s just mind boggling. … 

“It’s the music that keeps him going.”
The Solises are dedicated to Holy Family 

Parish and have influenced many lives there. 
One example is Rudy Rodriguez, another Holy 

Family Church parishioner for whom Solis and 
his wife are role models. They were his godparents 
and CCE teachers, and Solis even played for his 
wedding.

“They’re a power couple,” Rodriguez says of the 
two. “I don’t know what it is to be brought down 
or hit rock bottom, and I think it’s because I am 
close to the Church and close to people who love 
God (like the Solises). They don’t let you hit rock 
bottom.”

 “Holy Family is really a family,” Solis said. “The 
environment is that of a family and everyone is just 
so welcoming.” That is why he has never left Holy 
Family despite chances to more to other parishes 
closer to home. The Solises see Holy Family as 
much more than a church – it’s a home away from 
home. Five generations of the family have grown 
up in this parish, and the 38 years Alfonso Solis 
have served there have “seemed like five minutes 
in heaven,” he said. 

Praising God’s 
name through 
virtuoso guitar


