
       By PAUL BINZ
    The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN — Three new priests 
were ordained by Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores during a special morning Mass 
June 20 at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
San Juan del Valle-National Shrine.

The three all hail from the Rio 
Grande Valley – Father Joe Luis Her-
nandez, 27, of Mission; Father Pedro 
Hernandez, 29, of Harlingen; and Father 
Robert Moreno, Jr., 29, of Weslaco.

The ordination was a milestone 
event less than a month after the 
churches of the Diocese of Brownsville 
reopened to public attendance May 25 

after a two-month shutdown due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Attendance at the ordination Mass 
was limited due to strict safety proto-
cols. Guests were by invitation only, 
with everyone present wearing required 
masks. Social distancing was in force, 
with spacing between guests and every 
other row vacant; still, all available plac-
es on the ground floor of the basilica 
filled up, prompting the opening of the 
balcony to a few extra observers.  

About 500 attended, Father Jorge 
Gomez, rector of the basilica, said.

A significant moment of the ordi-
nation came when the three candidates 
were called forward to present them-
selves to the bishop.

“Most Reverend Father, Holy 
Mother Church asks you to ordain 
these, our brothers, to the responsibil-
ity of the priesthood,” Father Leonel 
Rodríguez-Bazán, director of vocations 

for the Diocese of Brownsville, declared.
“Do you know them to be worthy?” 

Bishop Flores asked.
“After inquiry among the Christian 

people, and upon the recommenda-
tion of those responsible, I testify that 
they have been found worthy,” Father 
Rodríguez replied.

“Relying on the help of the Lord 
God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, we 
choose these our brothers, for the order 
of the priesthood.”

“Thanks be to God,” Father 
Rodríguez responded.

The three then turned to receive the 
applause of the faithful.

In his homily, Bishop Flores ad-
dressed their growth in responsibility. 

“… You were called … (and) you 
responded present, which is really the 
summation of your path and journey 
up to this moment in your life,” Bishop 
Flores said. He then thanked and recog-

nized their families. 
Bishop Flores recalled a key mo-

ment in their diaconate when he pre-
sented them with the Gospel book  – 
which they accepted, because it was 
given them by Jesus. “‘This is my gospel. 
This is what I speak,’” Bishop Flores said. 
“‘This is who I am. Take it.’”

“Today this ceremony goes deeper,” 
he said, “‘Today I will give you a chalice 
… already prepared for the altar.’ Otra 
vez de Jesus. … ‘También es mi vida. This 
is me, this is who I am. I’m giving you 
this. Take it.’”

“… All of this is about the Christ 
who gives us … everything. …  Signifi-
ca en primer lugar el Cristo que nos da 
todo,” Bishop Flores said. “The question 
to ask in receiving this … a question 
none of us should ever stop asking, is 
‘Lord, what shall I do with this?’ 
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Priests of the Diocese of Brownsville lay hands over the heads of transitional deacons Joe Luis Hernandez, Pedro Hernandez and Robert Moreno Jr., during their 
ordination to the priesthood June 20 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine.
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Dear Sister Cynthia Mello, SSD, 
Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools,
Pastors with Parish Schools, 
Religious Superiors of Schools, 
and
Dear Catholic School par-
ents, students, teachers, staff, 
administrators, principals and 
volunteers,

Over these past several 
months we have had to confront 
extraordinary challenges; the 
COVID 19 virus pandemic has 
altered the way each of us go 
about our day-to-day lives. The 
ways we go about educating our 
children have been particularly 
affected. Our students, teachers, 
staff and parents confronted 
the challenges faced last March 
by working tirelessly to tran-
sition to on-line learning to 
complete the school year. While 
our buildings were closed, our 
schools were open as teaching 
continued and learning took 
place. Then as now, we have had 
one focus, the health and safety 
of the students entrusted to our 
care, as we help them continue 
their Catholic education in the 
best ways possible.

It is now time to begin 
a new school year, and to do 
so with an awareness that the 
COVID-19 virus continues to 
present a substantial threat to 
our communities. We must 
continue to help our young 
people and their families stay as 
safe from infection as possible, 
and also help them deal with 
the emotional, psychological 
challenges this virus brings.

Our principals are com-
mitted to opening our Catholic 
schools for 5 days a week for 
in-school instruction as soon 
as is reasonably possible. When 
we do open our classroom 
doors, all of our students will 
observe social distancing and 
other important safety protocols 
under the direct supervision 
of our principals and teachers. 
CDC protocols will be strictly 
followed. Our principals and 
teachers have been very creative 
in finding ways to utilize class-
room space and other facilities 
within the schools to meet the 
challenges presented by the 
virus.

All of our Catholic Schools 
have been working during the 
summer months to create a 
Re-opening School Plan Manu-
al in preparation for face-to-face 
instruction. Principals, teachers 
and staff will implement these 
plans so that our students can 
return safely to a healthy and 
happy environment. Each 
school will be specific with their 
guidelines according to the 
layout of their campus.

All of these Re-opening 
School Plan Manuals have been 
put together by committees 
made up of administrators, 
teachers, parents, and medical 

professionals. The interest is the 
safety of all children returning 
to a safe building and a safe 
learning environment. These 
Plans have been and will be 
reviewed and updated to make 
sure all areas of the CDC guide-
lines, state, local and church 
authorities have been incor-
porated to insure safety. Our 
Re-opening School Plan Man-
uals will be shared with parents 
prior to the start of school, so 
that parents will know the plan 
before the schools open. Each 
school has received the required 
equipment such as thermome-
ters, masks, sanitizer, etc. to help 
with the guidelines and safety of 
all students. Finally, Professional 
Development days have been 
set aside during the month of 
August to begin putting these 
School Plans into action and 
making sure all staff is trained 
and everything is in order for 
the re-opening of school.

We are all aware that local 
civil authorities and health 
officials are issuing particular 
health advisories that affect 
when the public schools in 
particular cities and towns 
may open for face-to-face 
instruction. While the Church’s 
schools are not bound by these 
civil directives, we do have an 
obligation to work together with 
health authorities to protect 
the safety of students and of 
the whole community. I have 
consulted with local county 
authorities, and all agree that 
the vulnerability of the Valley to 
a continued high infection rate 
is of great concern.

In making a decision about 
when we can begin face-to-face 
instruction in our Catholic 
Schools we must look first to 
our local situation. It is very 
serious. We have to think of our 
students and of our teachers, 
of volunteers and administra-
tive staff as well. And we have 
to think of the parents and 
grandparents that await them all 
at home when the school day is 
over. And we must think of the 
good of the whole Rio Grande 
Valley.

Consequently, I am direct-
ing that our on-line (remote 
classes) begin at our Catholic 
Schools on Monday, August 
31st for grades Pre-K through 
12. Our on-line instruction 
plans are ready to go. Fur-
ther, I am directing that our 
Catholic Schools, grades Pre-K 
through 12, remain with on-line 
instruction only at least until 
September 28th, and that they 
make plans for the possibility 
of offering face-to-face instruc-
tion on that date. When the 
day comes that we do wel-
come our students back to the 
school campus for face-to-face 
instruction, we will do so with 
the concerns of parents at the 
forefront of our minds. Thus, 
the parent or guardian of any 

child who has an underlying 
health issue can contact the 
school principal and make that 
known, so that provisions can 
be made for continued use of 
on-line learning. Further, any 
parent who has a concern about 
their child returning class-
room learning at the time of 
re-opening is invited to contact 
the school principal and discuss 
their concerns, so that they can 
be appropriately addressed. 
The important thing is that our 
schools will be prepared to offer 
face-to-face instruction, and 
also on-line instruction that can 
serve those students who will 
need it, following the learning 
criteria set by the school.

I wish that I could say that 
our plans are set        in stone, 
and will not change. But that 
is not the reality we are living 
today. We must be vigilant, and 
prepared to adjust our plans to

developing conditions. One 
of the factors we must watch 
is the infection rate in the Rio 
Grande Valley. Today, it is quite 
high, even in comparison with 
the rest of the State of Texas.

Our schools will each be 
sharing with parents the health 
safety protocols they have 
prepared. They will also be 
available on-line. I urge parents 
to take advantage of the time 
before face-to-face classes begin, 
to become familiar with these 
plans, and to ask and questions 
you may have. We want parents 
and our local communities 
to feel confident in our safety 
plans, and we want our children 
to have the best possible oppor-
tunities to learn.

I ask for your continued 
vigilance as we seek to limit 
the impact and spread of this 
virus. Please follow the health 
recommendations local officials 
have urged. Wear your mask in 
public, practice social distanc-
ing, use disinfectant frequently.

On this the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary into Heaven, let 
us ask our Lady to intercede for 
us all here in the Rio Grande 
Valley, and to offer us her 
maternal protection from her 
place in heavenly glory. I ask for 
your continued prayers for all 
those who work so hard in our 
Catholic Schools for the benefit 
of our students. I ask also that 
you pray for me, as I seek to 
fulfil my responsibilities as a 
Shepherd. WithGod’s help we 
will work together for the good 
of our communities during 
these difficulttimes, confident 
that the Lord Jesus will guide us 
through to better days.

With an assurance of 
continued prayers for all in our 
Catholic School community, I 
remain, 

Yours in Christ, 
Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores, S.T.D. 
Bishop of Brownsville

Bishop Flores announces 
start dates for Catholic schools

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
informed the Catholic school community on 
Aug. 15, that on-line (remote classes) for our 
Catholic Schools will begin on Monday, August 
31 for grades Pre-K through 12. He is also 
directing that Catholic Schools, grades Pre-K 
through 12, remain with on-line instruction 
only at least until September 28, and that they 
make plans for the possibility of offering face-
to-face instruction on that date. 

Parish catechetical 
programs continue

Dear Fathers, Deacons, Cat-
echetical Leaders, and Cate-
chists:

 I hope and pray you are 
well. 

I know that all the parishes 
and missions are looking for the 
best ways to address the need for 
religious formation and educa-
tion during the coming school 
year. The Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to limit both our 
ability to gather our people in 
the customary ways, and it limits 
the resources available to us. I 
am grateful for the creativity 
and the cooperative work that 
has gone on during the summer. 
The communication of ideas 
and plans between the Diocesan 
Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis and the local parish-
es and deaneries has been and 
continues to be vital as we move 
into the fall season.

The first thing for us all to 
remember is that because of the 
virus, for the foreseeable future 
the safety and health of children 
and adults is the primary con-
cern that impacts our evangeliza-
tion and catechesis efforts. I have 
directed the Catholic Schools to 
wait until September 28 before 
offering any kind of face-to-face 
instruction. I am directing also 
that parish catechetical programs 
wait at least until then to begin 
any kind of limited face-to-face 
formation of adults or children. 
Further, due to the present 
circumstances, catechetical 
requirements such as retreats, 
community hours and other 
activities that may involve social 
gatherings need to be suspend-
ed, or when conditions permit, 
adapted to meet safety concerns. 

I anticipate that as the fall 
season unfolds we will only 
slowly, and in limited ways, be 
able to gather children or their 
parents together in groups. We 
will need to be vigilant, and 
recognize that when small gath-
erings do begin, each parish will 
be limited by its ability to fulfill 
the protocols of social distance, 
disinfecting the premises used, 
and the use of face-coverings.

Nevertheless, the catecheti-
cal work of the Church must go 
forward in some way. The Lord 

will help us. I have often said that 
the catechists in our parishes 
are the backbone of the local 
Church. Their engagement with 
families, adults and children, is a 
vital connection that brings life 
to our communities. Their work 
must continue, but now focused 
on maintaining contact with 
families, and with helping them 
with resources for formation in 
the Faith.  

There are varieties of 
catechetical options available to 
parishes as conditions permit.  
Overall, the work of catechists 
over the course of the year will 
likely include the combination of 
reliable on-line resources, social 
media engagement, and limited 
face-to-face formation of parents 
and children. Some parishes may 
be planning occasional small 
group gatherings of parents to 
help them rise to the responsi-
bility to instruct their children 
in the Faith at home. If parishes 
do this, health protocols must 
be observed. Many parishes will 
rely to a great extent on on-
line instruction. If we do this, 
remember to procure the needed 
permissions from parents.  

We must remember also 
that many households do not 
have access to the internet, and 
many adults are not familiar 
with how to use it. This is why a 
major ongoing effort to main-
tain communication with those 
families seeking instruction will 
be needed. Parishes will need 
to find ways to make sound 
catechetical materials available to 
both parents and children, either 
by distributing prepared packets 
or by email.  

I do think, though, that 
whichever options the parish 
catechetical teams choose to use, 
we should keep in mind that the 
family is at the center of all we 
do. Now is the time to encourage 
parents and grandparents to be 
more actively engaged in home 
instruction of their children and 
grandchildren. The current 
circumstances require this, but 
even if we were not living in the 
midst of a pandemic, we should 
be finding ways to encourage 
and equip families to make the 

Bishop encourages catechists to help  
families make the home a place where 

the faith is more consciously lived and taught

» Please see Catechesis p.14



summer 2020  - The Valley Catholic 3DIOCESE

   By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE — Reopening 
churches in the Diocese of Brownsville 
after a two-month coronavirus shut-
down produced more of a slow trickle 
than a flood of people back to Mass on 
Sundays. But the sudden spike in cas-
es in the Rio Grande Valley during the 
summer brought a quick retreat.

Churches reopened May 25 for 
public Masses in advance of Pentecost 
Sunday, but those first Masses typically 
attracted only a small number of brave 
souls. Reopening guidelines issued by 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores to keep people 
safe limited attendance to less than 50 
percent capacity with social distancing 
and every other pew open. Still, the 
numbers attending Mass inched up-
ward during most of June.

Father Andres Garcia, pastor of 
Holy Spirit Parish in McAllen, said in 
June that every Sunday was seeing more 
people return to Mass there.

“At first they were very tentative,” 
he said. “But every week has brought 
more. Now even people who we have 
not seen in a long time are coming in.”

Father Joe Villalon of St. Theresa 
Parish in San Benito said in mid-June, 
“We were operating under the illusion 
that everyone would come back at once. 
So we prepared by making extra room 
outside in the parking lot and a (video) 
screen there for the overflow, and plan-
ning additional Masses.

“But that’s not what happened. At 
first it was very slow. People were still 
afraid,” he said. “But more and more 
have come back every week. And sur-
prisingly, it’s our older parishioners in 
particular who are coming back!”

Three major events in June at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine saw significant 
attendance, though much smaller than 
in years past due to social distancing 
protocols. These included the Chrism 
Mass on June 10, the Ordination Mass 
June 20 and the Blue Mass for first re-
sponders on June 24.

Some 500 people attended the 
Ordination Mass, filling every space 
available on the ground floor under the 
social distancing guidelines, said Fa-
ther Jorge Gomez, rector of the basilica, 
which before the pandemic had a ca-
pacity of 1,800.  

But just a few weeks after the State 
of Texas reopened for church services, 
business and leisure activities, the num-
ber of active coronavirus cases surged 
dramatically in the Valley, making it 
one of the hot spots for infections in the 
whole country.  

Rick Treviño of the diocesan Com-
munications Office oversees the lives-
tream 11 a.m. Sunday Mass from the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in 
Brownsville. During the shutdown, he 
witnessed several weeks of that Mass 
attended only by Bishop Flores, Deacon 
Luis Zuniga, servers, choir and read-
ers. After the reopening, he watched 
attendance grow to several dozen. But 
when reported cases of the virus shot 
upward during the summer, that num-
ber shrank to as few as a dozen during 
July, Treviño said. In late August, it has 
rebounded to 60 or 70 again, he said.

Because of the large number of cas-
es across the Valley, Bishop Flores said 
he is watching the situation carefully, 
but has no plans at this time to close 
Mass attendance again.

“I do hope the numbers get better. 
I’m watching it very closely; all the bish-
ops are,” he said. “But no, right now, I 
don’t see us moving in that direction.  

“What’s really important is that 
people take seriously what local offi-
cials say — follow all the protocols, the 
masks, the disinfectants, keeping dis-
tance, which we’re doing in the church-
es above and beyond,” he said. “I think 
the people should respond to what the 
local officials are saying, staying in as 
much as possible, and following the 
protocols.

“Right now, I’m very pleased that 
the parishes are being very careful about 
the protocols. And people are acting re-
sponsibly — if they don’t feel well, or if 

they think they’ve had a contact with 
somebody who had the virus, they are 
staying home.”

Bishop Flores cited an overarch-
ing reason for keeping Mass attendance 
open, whether well-attended or not.

“I think it’s an important sign that 
we continue at even a minimal (level) 
— even if just a few people can partici-
pate in the life of the Church going on, 
because that’s also part of the spiritual 
resource for the people. And it makes a 
difference to people to have that close-
ness.”

People over 65 years of age are par-
ticularly at risk from the coronavirus, 
although current case counts include 
greater numbers of younger people. 
Bishop Flores’ pandemic guidelines 
include continued dispensation from 
Sunday Mass attendance for all the Val-
ley’s Catholics until further notice, with 
livestream Masses available on various 
media.

Churches reopen in time for Pentecost
Bishop Flores: Closing again unlikely

despite resurgence of coronavirus  

Neither hurricane nor pandemic stops confirmation

Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
poses for a group photo 
July 26 after confirma-
tions at San Felipe de 
Jesus Parish in Browns-
ville. A group of 13 
Catholic youth received 
the sacrament of confir-
mation as South Texas 
weathered the hurri-
cane threat amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

By RHINA GUIDOS
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
As far as stories of endurance 
and faith go, it’s hard to top the 
dedication of a group of young 
Catholics from the Diocese of 
Brownsville.

Under threat of Hurricane 
Hanna in the middle of a pan-
demic, the group of 13 went 
ahead with plans to receive the 
sacrament of confirmation July 
26, an event that had already 
been set back because of the 
coronavirus.

Brownsville Bishop Dan-
iel E. Flores said he had kept in 
constant communication with 
the pastor of San Felipe de Je-
sus Parish as parts of Texas, in-
cluding the Rio Grande Valley, 
were undergoing a threat from 
Hurricane Hanna, which made 
landfall along the Gulf Coast 
of South Texas July 25, causing 
widespread damage.

“He said all was well (at the 
parish) and (the group) was still 
planning to participate so I said, 
‘I’ll be there,'” said Bishop Flores 
in a July 27 telephone interview 

with Catholic News Service.
They advised the group 

to keep the number of those 
attending small, unusual in a 
culture used to showing up to 
religious milestones with ex-
tended family in tow, but they 
complied. There were fallen 
branches along the way and the 
electricity was out in many plac-
es, but they showed up.

“I spoke with the young 
people and their families, we 
took a group photo, distancing, 
and they were happy,” Bishop 

Flores said. “They’re teaching 
us something, about the help of 
God, how the Holy Spirit gives 
us strength and courage to keep 
going in the battles of life, to 
protect those who are most vul-
nerable.”

Donning masks, they posed 
for the picture with their bishop, 
one he posted on his Twitter ac-
count the following day, saying 
how arriving to receive the sac-
rament in “a hurricane and in 
the midst of a pandemic” was 
“in itself is a sign of the strength 

of the Holy Spirit.”
Like hundreds of others in 

the diocese — and around the 
country — they had been wait-
ing months to receive the sacra-
ment, but following guidelines 
of keeping events small has been 
a priority for the diocese to keep 
everyone safe during the pan-
demic, Bishop Flores said, even 
if it has made his schedule and 
that of Brownsville Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario A. Aviles busier 
than usual.

But perseverance for the 

people in the Valley, like hur-
ricanes, is not unusual, Bishop 
Flores said.

“They were calm, and, well, 
that’s how life is, it has its obsta-
cles, but you have to give it your 
all,” he said. “That’s the spirit I 
appreciate of many in the (Rio 
Grande) Valley: we are here and 
God is with us and we’re going 
to give it our all. … It’s a grace of 
not giving up under the difficul-
ties of a situation.”

Bishop Daniel Flores/
The Valley Catholic

Masses resumed May 25 in the Diocese of Brownsville only after strict protocols 
were in place to help keep the faithful safe. Masks are the rule in every church, as 
for the parishioners of Holy Family Church shown below at prayer, or for those of 
St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in Brownsville practicing social distancing above.

Courtesy photos
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The song by Bob Dufford, “Be 
Not Afraid,” reminds us to 
not fear and to rest assured 

that God is always with us. “Be 
not afraid, I go before you always. 
Come follow me and I will give 
you rest.”

A definition of fear is “an 
unpleasant emotion caused by the 
belief that someone or something 
is dangerous, likely to cause pain, 
or a threat.” It is a very common 
human emotion meant to alert 
or protect us from danger. Fear, 
however, can sometimes become 
the danger itself. When fear 
overtakes us, we are often unable 
to respond, react, think clearly, or 
allow ourselves to be guided by the 
Holy Spirit.

Scripture scholars often 
comment on how many times 
the words or the thoughts “Be 
not afraid” are cited in the New 
Testament or in the whole Bible. 
By some accounts; 33 times in the 
New Testament; 21 of those in the 
Gospels. Luke 1:30 – “The angel 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with 
God.’” Luke 12:7 – “But even the 
hairs of your head are all count-
ed. Do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows.” 
Matthew 14:26-27 – “But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, saying, ‘It 

is a ghost!’ And they cried out in 
fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke 
to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.’”

During this time of pandemic, 
it is very natural for people of all 
ages, cultures or backgrounds to 
be fearful of so many things: being 
infected by the COVID-19 virus, 
losing a loved one to the disease, 
losing their job, not being able to 
feed their family, and fear of the 
unknown.

How we respond to whatever 
fears we have is impacted by our 
personality, by our family of origin 
experiences and by our faith. As 
a child, I experienced my mother 
being very loving, very nurturing, 
but also overly protective and often 
fearful for our safety.  As I grew 
into adulthood, I gained a better 
understanding of her childhood 
experiences, of how she and seven 
other siblings had lost their mother 
at a very young age, as well as 
how her experience of losing four 
children in infancy impacted her. 
And yet it was also her tremendous 
faith in the mercy and protection 
of God that sustained her during 
those times of fear and loss. 

One of my daily prayers is a 
petition that the Lord grant me the 
grace to be healed of fear, anxiety 
and worry. In my mind and heart, 
I know how much our Heavenly 

Father loves each and every one of 
us to the point of sending his Word 
Incarnate, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to teach us and give his life for us; 
who in turn left us his Holy Spirit 
to accompany us always. So in 
those times of fear and/or doubt, 
I say this little prayer to the Holy 
Trinity: “Heavenly Father, thank 
you for this day. Lord Jesus, I want 
to follow your way. Holy Spirit, 
guide me in everything I do and 
everything I say and protect me 
from all that is not of you.” 

Pope Francis, in his wisdom, 
reminds us: “The worst enemy of 
a fragile faith is fear. Do not be 
afraid!” He also encourages us to 
not be afraid to love. “I believe in 
the kindness of others and that I 
must love them without fear.” Our 
Family Life office coordinates 24 
marriage preparation retreats a 
year (in 2019, 1,588 individuals - 
794 couples - attended a retreat). 
During this time of pandemic, we 
pray for all the engaged couples of 
our diocese as they embark on cre-
ating their new domestic church, 
their family in these uncertain 
times. May they rely on the great 
love and mercy of our Heavenly 
Father and the great love they 
have for one another to build and 
sustain a healthy and holy family 
without fear, knowing the Holy 
Spirit accompanies them always.

A message worth repeating: 
Be not afraid

AUGUST 2 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time
Reading 1 
IS 55:1-3

Responsorial Psalm

PS 145:8-9,15-16, 17-18

Reading 2

ROM 8:35, 37-39

Alleluia

MT 4:4B
 

Gospel

MT 14:13-21 

AUGUST 9 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time
Reading 1 

1 KGS 19:9A, 11-13A

Responsorial Psalm

PS 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14

Reading 2

ROM 9:1-5

Alleluia

PS 130:5
 

Gospel

MT 14:22-33

AUGUST 16 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time
Reading 1 
IS 56:1, 6-7

Responsorial Psalm

          PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

Reading 2

ROM 11:13-15, 29-32

Alleluia

MT 4:23
 

Gospel

MT 15:21-28

AUGUST 23
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary 

Time
Reading 1 

IS 22:19-23

Responsorial Psalm

          PS 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8     

Reading 2

ROM 11:33-36

Alleluia

MT 16:18

Gospel

MT 16:13-20

AUGUST 30
Twenty-second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1 
JER 20:7-9

Responsorial Psalm

          PS 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9     

Reading 2

ROM 12:1-2

Alleluia

MT 11:29AB

Gospel

MT 16:21-27

 

For weeks, I could not 
sleep. Insomnia made me 
anxious about the night 

ahead, knowing rest would re-
main elusive. By day I could not 
concentrate. My mind refused 
to focus.

I recognize a variety of 
factors are at work.  The land-
scape of our lives changed with 
the COVID-19 pandemic this 
year. Any planning we did as we 
began the year came to a halt. 
The terrain we navigate now 
feels like walking in a dark forest 
uncertain of what waits on the 
path ahead.

As we continue in these 
uncertain times, our brains are 
processing a multitude of emo-
tions. The feelings of loss and 
anxiety invade our days.

While we might appreciate 
the reprieve from nonstop com-
mitments offered as a result of 
“shelter in place” directives, we 
must contend with all the harsh 
effects of the pandemic.

“Is Everyone Depressed?” 
read a headline in The Atlantic 
Magazine posted on May 22. 
In the story, the author notes, 
“Suddenly, many people meet 
criteria for clinical depression. 
Doctors are scrambling to 
determine who needs urgent 
intervention, and who is simply 
the new normal.”

Susan Whitbourne, a 
professor of brain sciences at 
the University of Massachusetts 
Amhers, provides some insight 
in a BBC video from June — 

“How our brains are processing 
the pandemic.” 

“We are processing this in 
fits and starts,” she said. “We 
are looking over a cliff that we 
cannot see the bottom of,” she 
added.

Whitbourne talked about 
the different reactions many 
are experiencing: distracted, 
worried, preoccupied, dimin-
ished concentration levels. She 
also pointed out a number of 
disorders could become exacer-
bated: mood disorders, anxiety, 
depression and worry.

She explains in another arti-
cle, “In our brains, there’s a lot of 
screaming going on right now.”

“Whitbourne suspects 
that the invisible nature of the 
pandemic sets off a fluctuating 
back-and-fourth brain reac-
tion that toggles between fear, 
anxiety, and calm.” (The Walrus, 
June 2020, “Your Brain on COV-
ID-19” by Carolyn Abraham.) 
https://www.magzter.com/arti-
cle/Culture/The-Walrus/Your-
Brain-on-COVID-19

In the midst of the uncer-
tain times we navigate, we can 
find hope.  We find hope in the 
Lord who guides us. We pray for 
his light and trust it will shine. 
We trust him to pull us through 
the darkness. At the same time, 
Father Andres Gutierrez, pastor 
at Holy Spirit Parish in McAllen, 
advises that if needed, we should 
seek professional help. Most 
people, he said could benefit 
from counseling.

During the pandemic, Fa-
ther Gutierrez recognizes some 
people are also feeling anger 
for all the changes imposed on 
our lives. Anger, he said, is a 
secondary movement — “At the 
root is pain. We take a shortcut 
to anger to avoid the pain.”

It is important to get in 
touch with the emotions we are 
feeling. He said we can bring our 
pain to the Lord and recom-
mended reconciliation, one of 
the sacraments of healing. As 
we seek help, in some instances 
we may need a combination of 
emotional and spiritual healing. 
“The Lord wants to heal us in 
every aspect he created us.”

“God heals through coun-
selors too. He works through the 
different gifts he has given his 
people and many are counselors 
who are trained to walk with his 
people.”

There are a number of 
resources available. Several 
are listed on the site for the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
daily-life-coping/manag-
ing-stress-anxiety.html) 

Locally, Catholic Charities 
of the Rio Grande Valley has 
counselors on staff who can also 
help.

Some steps we can take in-
clude the oft-repeated essentials 
— eat nutritious foods, exercise, 
get enough sleep. These sound 
so basic, yet it is easy to get off 
course. Count me among the 

Our emotions on overdrive
How to address the screaming in our brains

» Please see Emotions p.14
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Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, Mass.
Director of Education at 
Th e National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org

»Making 
Sense of 
Bioethics

Deacon
Luis Zuniga
Director, Offi  ce 
for Pastoral Life 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

»Formation
for Ministry Growing up, I remember 

an image my mother 
had of the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus in her room. I recall 
staring at the image and being 
mesmerized by it. I would oft en 
ask myself, why is it that I could 
see the heart of Jesus outside of 
his body? I was also very much 
intrigued by the thorns around 
the pierced heart, the burning 
fl ame and the cross on top of it.

I must have been around 
the age of seven when I was 
preparing for my fi rst confession 
and Holy Communion that I 
asked my mom why I could see 
the heart of Jesus outside of his 
body. I remember lovingly she 
said something to the eff ect that 
“Jesus shows us his heart as a 
constant reminder and great 
love when he died for us on the 
cross to save us.”

Devotion to “the love of 
God” has been a part of popular 
devotion since the early days of 
the Church. In particular, the 
symbol of that love being the 
blood and water fl owing from 
the wounded side of Christ 
when his heart was pierced by 
the soldier’s lance (Gospel of 
John 19:34).

Th e devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus dates back to the 
11th century when pious Catho-
lic Christians would meditate 
on the wounds of Christ. It is 
believed that the faithful prayed 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(private devotions) as a way to 
help them focus on the passion 
and death of the Lord, eventual-
ly growing in love for him who 
had suff ered and died for us.

St. Gertrude, who lived in 
the 13th century (during this 

period, the Church was rich in 
scholars and mystics among 
them, St. Th omas Aquinas, St. 
Dominic, St. Clare, St. Bonaven-
ture, St. Francis of Assisi), at the 
age of 26 had visions of Jesus. It 
is believed that on the feast of 
St. John the Evangelist, she had 

a vision in which the Lord Jesus 
allowed her to rest her head 
near the wound on his side so 
that she could hear the beating 
of his divine heart.

In her vision, she asked St. 
John if on the night of the Last 
Supper when he reclined next 
to the heart of Jesus, he had felt 
the same pulsations – and why 
he had never spoken of this 
experience.

She left  behind a great tes-
tament of her love and devotion 
for the Lord, as well as her three 
major writings (Th e Herald of 
Divine Love, Her Spiritual Ex-
ercises and Th e Book of Special 
Graces) which I have found very 
inspiring in my own spiritual 

journey.
In France around 1673, 

many Catholics who lived in 
fear of falling under God’s 
judgment, the revelations to 
St. Margaret Mary (a Visitan-
dine “visitation” nun) helped a 
great number of the faithful to 
cultivate a deeper devotion and 
fi nd solace in the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Th rough her visions the 
Lord revealed his great love and 
mercy for all humanity and his 
yearning desire to reconcile all 
men through his Sacred Heart.

Th e pious practice of the 
fi rst Fridays of the month come 
from the "great promises" made 
by the Lord Jesus to St. Mar-
garet Mary. Th e fi rst Fridays 
(receive Communion for nine 
consecutive months) devotion 
contributed signifi cantly to a 
renewed sense of the sacraments 
of penance and of the most Holy 
Eucharist, at a time when sac-
ramental communion was rare 
among the faithful.

Th e Catechism of the 
Catholic Church reminds us 
that: “Th e prayer of the Church 
venerates and honors the Heart 
of Jesus just as it invokes his 
most holy name. It adores the 
incarnate Word and his Heart 
which, out of love for men, he 
allowed to be pierced by our 
sins. Christian prayer loves to 
follow the way of the cross in 
the Savior's steps….who by his 
holy Cross has redeemed the 
world. (Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, #2669).

My grandmother would of-
ten tell us that “our actions and 
choice of words reveal what is in 
our hearts.” Perhaps refl ecting 

Lord Jesus, give me a heart like yours

Spiritual lessons from the pandemic
The Covid-19 pandemic 

has left  many of us with a 
great deal of uncertainty: 

uncertainty about how conta-
gious the virus is and about the 
best way to treat it; uncertainty 
about how long our personal 
immunity will last aft er we get 
infected and whether a vaccine 
will ever be developed; uncer-
tainty about the future of the 
economy and whether jobs will 
still be there for the 40 million 
newly unemployed; uncertain-
ty about how long the public 
quarantines should continue; 
uncertainty about what will hap-
pen to ourselves, our businesses, 
our families and our friends. 

In the midst of so much 
uncertainty, we naturally look 
for something fi rm to hold onto. 
Cataclysmic disruptors, whether 
an outbreak of war, widespread 
riots and looting, or a new coro-
navirus, humble us and remind 
us how we cannot guarantee our 
own future. 

Yet we instinctively yearn 
for a way to assure and secure 
that future for ourselves and for 
our children.  Where should we 
turn for safety? 

Maybe we can take a cue 
from our fi nancial institutions. 
When uncertainty becomes too 
high, and lenders realize a po-
tential borrower is at high risk 
of default, they can sometimes 
turn to a higher authority like 
the federal government to “guar-
antee” a loan, as in the case of 
guaranteed student loans. Such 
loans off er a safety net and take 

away most risks for the lender. 
What kind of higher au-

thority should we be turning to 
in order to guarantee our future 
when we face so many uncer-
tainties in life?

One lesson of the pandemic 
is not to place our hope in unde-
serving sources. While scientists 
may promise new treatments, 
and politicians may promise 
safety through contact tracing 
and lockdowns, these measures 
are stopgaps in the face of our 
larger human questions. 

Many centuries ago, a 
powerful king of the united 
monarchy of Israel and Judah 
mused about the false promise 
of earthly reassurances. Writing 
in Psalm 119, King David pres-
ciently declared, “Some trust 
in chariots or horses, but we in 
the name of the Lord. Th ey will 
collapse and fall, but we shall 
hold and stand fi rm.” 

Th e answer to the uncer-
tainties surrounding our human 
condition lies, precisely as 
David noted in his inimitable 
and direct style, in God himself. 
He alone knows and under-
stands every event of history, 
from coronavirus pandemics to 
civil disturbances to economic 
collapses. 

It’s important for us to 
distinguish between true and 
false saviors. While a vaccine 
may limit the immediate threat 
from the coronavirus for us 
individually, death will still have 
its day and eventually lay its 
claim upon us. As natural as it 

may be for us to reach out for a 
vaccine to calm our preoccupa-
tions and restore predictability 
to our future, only God opens a 
real path for us beyond fear and 
beyond death. Our lives are on 
loan, and only He can guarantee 
the fulfi llment of that loan in 
a destiny that lies beyond this 
troubled world. 

Cardinal Robert Sarah 
summed it up well when he 
recently said: 

“Th is virus acted as a warn-
ing. In a matter of weeks, the 
great illusion of a material world 
that thought itself all-powerful 
seems to have collapsed. … A 
microscopic virus has brought 
this world to its knees … 

“We were promised to 
push the limits of human nature 
ever further by a triumphant 
science. We were told about 
artifi cial procreation, surrogate 
motherhood, transhumanism, 
enhanced humanity. We boasted 
of being a man of synthesis and 
a humanity that biotechnolo-
gies would make invincible and 
immortal. But here we are in a 
panic, confi ned by a virus about 
which we know almost nothing. 

“Epidemic was an outdated, 
medieval word. It suddenly be-
came our everyday life. I believe 
this epidemic has dispelled the 
smoke of illusion. Th e so-called 
all-powerful man appears in his 
raw reality. Th ere he is naked. 
His weakness and vulnerability 
are glaring. Being confi ned to 
our homes will hopefully allow 

Abundantia was born 
in the 8th century in cen-
tral Italy to older parents 
who had despaired of ever 
having children. Miracles 
immediately heralded her 
young life: At her birth, 
the bells of Spoleto began 
ringing spontaneously. 
And at her baptism, the 
candles in the church were 
said to have lit themselves. 

At the age of eight, she 
looked upon a painting of 
the Madonna and Child 
Jesus, who held a golden 
apple. Becoming enam-
ored of the image, Abun-
dantia was amazed when 
the Infant reached out 
from the painting to hand 
her the apple.

Greatly excited, the 
little girl ran outside in-
tending to gather fl owers 
to place in thanks before 
the painting. And al-
though it was the dead of 
winter with the ground 
covered in snow, she found 
fl owers in abundance to 
bring back into the church.

Recognizing that she 
was a divinely favored 
child, her parents allowed 
her to be educated at St. 
Mark’s Abbey in Spoleto.

Later, she traveled 
with her mother on a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land. She then 
spent fi ve years living the 
life of a hermit at the caves 
of St. Onuphrius, a holy 
site believed to have been 
either in Greece or the 
Egyptian desert. 

Eventually she re-
turned home to Spoleto 
at the urging of her fa-
ther. When he later passed 
away, she inherited his 
wealth. Using it all to care 
for the poor, she became 
known for healing the sick 
through prayer.

Miracles connected 
to her life continued. At 
her death in January of the 
year 804, the bells of Spo-
leto once again rang spon-
taneously.  And for her 
funeral, plants were said to 
have sprouted and fl owers 
bloomed along the proces-
sion route, to the accom-
paniment of angelic music.

As a saint of the early 
Church, she is associated 
with the miracles of the 
golden apple and fl owers 
in winter. Her feast days 
have been celebrated vari-
ously on July 15, July 16 or 
Jan. 19.

Sources: wikipedia,   
catolicreadings.org

Spotlight on 
St. Abundantia  

of Spoleto

»Feast Day
July 15

» Please see Bioethics p. 6

» Please see Lord Jesus p. 6
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For answer key see page 23

Source: DAVID O’BRIEN 
http://www. Catechist.com

SSource: Written and drawn by Sister Norma Jean Edie, O.S.B.ource: Written and drawn by Sister Norma Jean Edie, O.S.B.

Faith in the ValleyFaith in the ValleyFaith in the Valley

From Faith in the Valley: An Illustrated History of the Diocese of Brownsville

The Council discussed every aspect of 
Church life and governance, priesthood 

and religious life, the laity and the 
liturgy, and the Church’s relationship 

with people of other faiths.

Just days after his installation, 
Brownsville’s new bishop was on his 

way to Rome. In 1965, the Catholic 
Church was in the midst of the 

Second Vatican Council, a gathering 
of every bishop in the world.

I’m off to the Second Vatican Council. 
I’ll see you all in a few months.

The Church in the Rio Grande Valley 
continued to grow. On July 10, 1965, Pope 

Paul VI created a new diocese - Brownsville.

It’s Adolph Marx. 
He knows this 

area well - he has 
been an auxiliary 
bishop in Corpus 

Christi for 
several years.

So, Immaculate 
Conception Church 
will be a Cathedral 
once more! I wonder 

who the first 
bishop will be.

Within four years, 
the popularity of the 
shrine grew so much 

that a new church was 
built, large enough to 

hold 800 people.

Bring to Nuestra Señora de San 
Juan del Valle all your troubles, 

all your hopes. She is your Mother. 
She will guide and protect you.

If we had gone off the road just 
a few yards further on, it would 

have meant certain death.
Our Lady has 
preserved us!

…especially those who are poor 
or in any way afflicted, these are 

the joys and hopes, the griefs 
and anxieties of the followers 

of Christ.

The joys and the hopes, the 
griefs and the anxieties of 

the people of this age…

TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

GOD TOOK FIRST PLACE IN THEIR FAMILY.
Mom, Dad and children would gather each day for prayer in

the morning and evening and at meals.
Th ey read Bible stories, stories of Jesus and the saints and 

talked about them.

1. Which book contains
     an offi cial summary
     of all Catholic teachings?

a. the Bible 
b. the Catechism of the   
     Catholic Church 
c. the Gospel 
d. the lectionary

2. The Pope wrote the 
Catechism. 

True 

False

3. The word catechesis, in
    Greek, means_____?

a. Sunday school 
b. to give tests
c. to teach 
d. to echo

4. The Catechism is called
 “universal” because it was
  written for ____________.

a. the universal Church 
b. people who like Star Wars
c. aliens 
d. people who study planets

TEST YOUR 
CATECHISM 

KNOWLEDGE
Th is quiz can help you, your 
children, and your families 

review what you know about 
our Catholic faith.

Lord Jesus
continued from pg.5

Bioethics
continued from pg.5

us to turn our attention back 
to the essentials, to redis-
cover the importance of our 
relationship with God.”

We have an important 
opportunity to ponder these 

deeper lessons of the Cov-
id-19 saga as it plays out in 
our midst. Rather than plac-
ing our hopes in the limited 
promises of this world, the 
pandemic reminds us of our 
vulnerability and our need 
for our true Savior, at every 
moment of our life.

Santo Tomás Mission Church 
Celebrates 75th Anniversary

Courtesy photos   
St. Thomas Chapel, a mission of the Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral in Brownsville, celebrated its 75th anniversary on July 
5 with Bishop Daniel E. Flores celebrating Mass. The mission 
is located at 155 E. Jefferson St. near downtown. The Diocese 
of Corpus Christi, from which the Diocese of Brownsville was 
formed in 1965, acquired the chapel around the end of World 
War II.  

on the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus may help us 
to examine what is in our 
hearts? What aspects of our 
lives need healing? Whom do 
we need to reconcile with?

During this diffi  cult time 

of pandemia, when we feel 
depressed, isolated, worried 
and angry, may we imitate St. 
Gertrude, St. Margaret Mary 
and St. John, and lean close 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
beg of him to bring healing, 
peace and reconciliation to 
our shattered lives and to our 
broken world.

SAN JUAN — Two col-
umnists of Th e Valley Catho-
lic won binational awards at 
the Catholic Press Associa-
tion’s annual convention June 
30-July 2 — a conference that 
this year was conducted in 
cyberspace because of Cov-
id-19 concerns. 

Deacon Luis Zuniga was 
honored with the fi rst-place 
award in the Best Regular 
Column - Spiritual Life cat-
egory for his “Formation for 
Ministry” column. 

Deacon Zuniga is dea-
con at the Immaculate Con-
ception Cathedral in Browns-
ville and director of the San 
Juan Diego Ministry Institute 
of the Diocese of Brownsville.

Brenda Nettles Riojas, 
director of the Communica-
tions Offi  ce of the diocese, 

was recognized with an hon-
orable mention in the Best 
Regular Column - General 
Commentary category for 
her “Women en la Frontera” 
column. Riojas is the editor 
of Th e Valley Catholic.

Th e CPA’s Catholic Me-
dia Conference, originally 
scheduled as a live conven-
tion in Portland, Oregon, 
was converted to online-only 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Meetings and seminars 
were conducted through on-
line conferences and via You-
Tube. 

Th e CPA awards rec-
ognize excellence in media 
work from Catholic journal-
ists and publications across 
the United States and Cana-
da.

Valley Catholic columnists 
win CPA awards



Those Who  Serve:  

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic

        
BROWNSVILLE — As a boy 

in Canada, Michael Amesse grew 
up with two loves that tugged at his 
heartstrings.

“I loved sports, and I loved 
God,” he said.

The Montreal Canadiens were 
in all their glory during Amesse’s 
youth. They were the New York 
Yankees of the National Hockey 
League, racking up championships 
like their baseball counterparts.

It was all sports for the young 
boy until the day he met Oblate 
priests during a church outing. The 
great Canadian hockey players soon 
had competition when it came to 
being heroes in the eyes of young 
Michael.

“It was their joy, their smiles, 
and the happiness they had,” he said 
of those priests of his boyhood.

The lantern of inspiration had 
been lit.

His early aspirations to the 
priesthood developed further as a 
young adult when he worked for 
four years at a large Montreal hos-
pital. He started as a custodian, 
mopping floors and cleaning bath-
rooms, a tough job in which he 
found meaning in serving patients 
as he worked his way up to other 
jobs there.

“Working at the hospital shaped 
my future in ways I didn’t fully re-
alize at the time,” the soft-spoken 
priest said, recalling immigrants 
from all over the world who were 
patients there.

All those roads and experienc-
es led to his ultimate calling. He 
became Father Amesse after attend-
ing seminary and being ordained 
as an Oblate priest in the 1970s. It’s 
a spiritual journey that has taken 
him to many places, including coal 
mining country in Pennsylvania, a 
predominantly African-American 
parish in New Orleans, and then the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
in Brownsville.

Father Amesse was in New 
Orleans as Hurricane Katrina 
neared the Louisiana coast in 2005. 
He was urged to leave, but chose to 
stay. He recalls walking across the 
street from his church to conduct 
Mass at a police station after the 
storm made landfall. Then the lev-
ees broke and the flooding started 
— as did the looting.

“The police officials said, ‘Fa-
ther, you need to leave,’” he recalled 
being told. “‘It will be too dangerous 
for you to stay.’”

His next stop was Houston 
and the Astrodome, where tens of 
thousands of storm refugees had 
come from neighboring Louisiana 
to shelter. Father Amesse minis-
tered to them, including his some 
of parishioners from New Orleans. 
From there, he was given three 
choices of where to go next: Alaska, 
Ohio or Texas.

“Send me where I’m needed 

most,” he told Church leadership.
His destination turned out to 

be deep South Texas, and it came 
with a prediction that he likely 
wouldn’t be there long — maybe 
three months at the most.

“It’s 15 years later and I’m still 
here,” he said with a shy smile.

Father Amesse wasn’t sure he 
could even find Brownsville on a 
map before he arrived to step into 
history and the heart of the Dio-
cese of Brownsville. The Immacu-
late Conception Cathedral where 
he serves as rector is the spiritual 
home of the Diocese; it was built in 
the late 1850s. He honors its history 
in many ways.

He keeps prayer cards dedi-
cated to Father Pierre Keralum on 
his desk. The French-born Oblate 
priest came to what is now the Rio 
Grande Valley in 1853 and was the 
architect and builder of the Immac-
ulate Conception Cathedral. Father 

Amesse has come 
to revere this pio-
neering priest.

“I pray to him 
and ask for his 
help and guidance, 
especially during 
times like these,” 
Father Amesse 
said.

The Church 
and its priests are 
needed now more 
than ever as the 
Covid-19 epidem-
ic persists, he said, 
adding that peo-
ple are fearful and 
need the guidance 
and stability the 
Church provides.

“People want 
to see and hear 
their priests right 
now,” Father 
Amesse said. “They 
see us as the ones 
that give them 
God. We’re not 
perfect people, but 

that’s our goal, to give them God.”
Father Amesse describes the 

Church like the great cathedral Fa-
ther Keralum designed and built. It 
stands tall and tough, “like a line-
backer,” he said, to withstand hurri-
canes and other storms.

“The Church is still here for 
you,” he said of the faithful going 
through tough times. “It will always 
be here.”

Before Covid-19, there were 
plans for Father Amesse to move to 
San Antonio and serve as a mentor 
at the Oblate School of Theology. 
Those plans have been put on hold 
for now. He is ready to go where he 
is called, but Father Amesse does 
have a wish as he sits in his pastoral 
office at the Cathedral.

“I fit right in when I got here,” 
he said. “I’d really like to stay here.”

Weathering storms 
Hurricane Katrina brought Father Amesse to the Rio Grande Valley

... and pandemic 
is keeping him
here, for now

R. Daniel Cavazos/The Valley Catholic

Father Michael Amesse, shown here in his office in Brownsville, came to the Rio Grande Valley for what he thought would 
be a short stint. During his 15 years here, he has carried on the work of the Oblates and became rector of the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral.
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Bishop Daniel E. Flores

Bishop Mario A. Avilés

Sister Norma Pimentel

Lizeth Montoya

Mariela & Juan Jose Trujillo

Priests and laity

Guest hosts:

Schedule Includes

Prayer - Rosary, Divine Mercy

Chaplet, Eucharistic Adoration

Music by Luis Reynoso, Juanjo

from Vuelta En U, and Lolis Flores

Mental Health Panel

Cooking Class with chef from

Culinary Crossings

Tuesday,

September 8, 2020

3 - 8 p.m.

Live Telethon
United in Prayer

for our Parishes

#RGVPasstheBasket #RGVGivingTuesday #RGVTimeTalentTreasure

#Unidosenoracion #Unitedinprayer

Let us come together as one Catholic family

sharing our time, talent and treasure

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicRGV

Feast of the Nativity

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Live on

United in Prayer
Live Telethon for our Parishes

Tuesday, September 8, 2020
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Masks mark
this year’s
Blue Mass 

  
      By PAUL BINZ
   The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN — Compassion, 
courage and wisdom in these 
troubled times was the theme at 
the second annual Blue Mass of 
the Diocese of Brownsville. 

The Blue Mass for first re-
sponders drew firefighters, pros-
ecutors, paramedics, police and 
other members of law enforce-
ment on June 24 to the Basili-
ca of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine again, al-
though the numbers were small-
er in this crisis-ridden year.

The Blue Mass reflected the 
perils of the age, with some 200 
in attendance masked up and 
separated by social distancing 
to conform to coronavirus safety 
protocols. 

“I’m glad that we had to 
postpone (the Blue Mass) a little 
bit because of the times we’re liv-
ing in, con el virus y todo demás,” 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores told 
those in attendance. “But it was 
important that we find a way not 
just for you who are here, but also 
for your brothers and sisters who 
work in law enforcement and as 
first responders, and your families, 
because this Mass is offered for all 
of them, asking God to give you his 
blessing and his protection, to give 
you courage and compassion.”

Reflecting the somber tone 
of the nation stemming from the 
pandemic, shutdowns and wide-
spread protests in other parts of the 
United States against police kill-
ings, Bishop Flores compared first 
responders today with heroes of 
other troubled eras.

“You know, people will prob-
ably look back on the time we’re 
living … there’s the generation of 
1941, the ones who were around, 
conscious and aware when the Sec-
ond World War started; and then 
there’s the generation of ’68 that 
saw the difficulties …” he said, cit-
ing the assassinations, antiwar pro-
tests and rioting of the late 1960s.

“I think they will speak about 
the generation of ’20 with all the 
things that we’ve all had to live 
through, sin querer, ¿no? I hope 
in the future when they look back 
on us, they will say that there were 
many in quiet ways who faced this 
moment of pandemic, and uncer-
tainty, and unrest, with courage 
and compassion, and with wis-
dom.”

“Fact is, we are never the best 
ones to judge our own reactions. 
It’s often history that will look back 
on us; we ask that they will see 
something of that. So that’s why 
I pray especially as we offer this 
Mass as a sacrifice, as Christ has of-
fered, on this altar for you and your 
work and your mission, that sense 
of courage and compassion.”

Noting that the Blue Mass this 
year coincided with the Solemni-
ty of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, patron saint of the original 
shrine and current parish of that 
name in San Juan, Bishop Flores 
cited that saint’s example.

 “He would challenge people 
to act justly, according to the sim-
ple law of the prophets: treat people 
compassionately, treat them with 
justice; let there be no corruption 

-- that was his message. And this 
announcement of justice was ulti-
mately something that he gave his 
witness to. He didn’t heal people, 
he didn’t walk on water, he didn’t 
cast out demons. He just basically 
said, ‘Be fair. Be just.’ … That was 
his witness. 

“This is something that we’re 
asked to do — which is to be a 
simple witness to justice, fairness, 
compassion. to give people hope 
that such things exist. We are liv-
ing in an age — part of a genera-
tion of the year ’20 — where people 
are quickly losing any confidence 
that even love really exists, much 
less justice. And the only remedy 
for that — for us, for you, for me, 
for all of us — is to live it, speak it, 
mercifully. 

“Yes, the law has to be en-
forced.  But the law is for the sake 
of the human being, not the human 
being for the sake of the law. And 
we always have to keep the human 
being first.”

In a climate of hostility toward 
their work, Bishop Flores urged law 
enforcement to face the challenge 
and find strength in the good that 

they do.
“Law enforcement is kind of 

like the Church,” Bishop Flores 
said. “It seems to only make the 
news when something bad hap-
pens. And while that is a call for 
us all to examine ourselves and to 
make things better for the future, 
we know that every day much 
goodness happens. We shouldn’t 
forget that. Every day sacrifices are 
made to better the lives of others. 
And we should thank God for the 
grace to be able to do that. 

“So take heart. I encourage 
you to pray for the community, just 
like I encourage the community to 
pray for you. Because that’s what 
kind of holds us together – a sense 
of trying to make a better world 
and a better place, where the vul-
nerable are protected, where peace 
is possible, where justice is not just 
a word — como dicen los jovenes, 
blah, blah, blah — but it means 
something. We strive for that. No 
society is completely there, but we 
have to keep trying and not lose 
heart.  Ultimately the work that we 
have is to build something better. Y 
es un trabajo de todos los días, the 
work of every day. 

 “So most of all today let us ask 
the Lord … ask for his grace, mercy 
and compassion in your lives; heal-
ing where it’s needed; and to give us 
that sense of ánimo, no. ¿Cómo se 
traduce ánimo? Dice, to keep mov-
ing, doing what you need to do; 
keep working for justice, with com-
passion and courage because this is 
a witness, it gives hope, gives hope. 
Yes, we are the ones, the generation 
of 2020. Diosito, nos ayude to do 
the best we can. Amen.”

The Blue Mass opened with a 
procession and flag presentation 
by the Mission Police Department 
Color Guard, and closed with taps 
performed by McAllen Police Of-
ficer Daniel Garcia — especially 
poignant with two deaths in the line 
of duty since the 2019 Blue Mass, 
those of Mission Police Corporal 
Jose Luis “Speedy” Espericueta and 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Trooper Moises Sanchez. 

Blessings for the heroes of 2020

Clockwise from top: The Mission Police Department Color Guard opened the Blue Mass with a flag presentation. Some 200 first responders 
attended the Blue Mass. Bishop Daniel E. Flores celebrated the Blue Mass and talked in his homily about the historical significance and he-
roes of the year 2020. Mission Police Chief Robert Dominguez participated in the Liturgy of the Word. Masks to protect against the spread 
of coronavirus were the rule at this year’s Blue Mass. The Knights of Columbus provided an honor guard for the Blue Mass.

Paul Binz /The Valley Catholic
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A DAY OF GREAT JOY
As priests, three men dedicate their lives to Christ

Miguel Roberts /The Valley Catholic

Miguel Roberts /The Valley Catholic

Photos: Paul Binz /The Valley Catholic

Scenes from the Ordination: 
Above, newly ordained priests Father Robert Moreno Jr., Father Pedro Hernandez and Father Joe Luis Hernandez kneel at the altar of the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan 
del Valle-National Shrine for a blessing from Bishop Daniel E. Flores. 

Clockwise from top right: the three prostrate themselves before the altar in obedience and humility after taking their vows; in their new chasubles, the new priests are 
approached by Bishop Flores; a succession of the diocese’s priests lay hands on the heads of their new colleagues; the three are called before Bishop Flores as part of 
their transformation from transitional deacons to priests; Bishop Flores elevates the Host during the consecration; one of several blessings for the new priests; Bishop 
Flores’ homily; each new priest issues a first blessing to Bishop Flores; taking their vows before Bishop Flores; the three are about to surrender their deacon’s stoles and 
be vested in new white chasubles; Father Joe Luis Hernandez with his family as the Mass begins; Bishop Flores censes the altar during the Mass; Bishop Flores, Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario A. Avilés and the candidates pray the Prayer of Preparation in the sacristy just before the Ordination Mass.
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Father Joe Luis Hernandez, 27, is 
the son of Jose Luis and Teresa Her-
nandez of Mission. 

Father Hernandez graduated 
from Mission Veterans High School 
and was a member of St. Paul Parish.

In 2011, a year out of high school, 
he left  the Rio Grande Valley to dis-
cover not just a new geographical 
world, but a spiritual one. 

“Aft er high school aft er a year, I 
went away. It was there where I felt this 
emptiness, this longing to be drawn 
more to prayer. Because prayer in the 
life of the Church as I know it now was 
something quite foreign to me back 
then. It was just something that I went 
to on Sunday. I wasn’t one of those that 
grew up serving at the altar, or really 
attending Mass. Mom would always 
pull our ear — sometimes literally, my 
twin brother and I — to attend Mass.

“It wasn’t until college, my fi rst 
year, where I really started asking the 
question, what does all this mean — 
this faith, this journey; life. What am 
I called to do? It was there where the 
Lord really told me, ‘Hey, I’m calling 
you to come and know me and know 
my love for you in this life.’ And so it 

was really in that time of my life that I 
started asking these questions.” 

“Th ere are many kinds of mys-
teries in our life that are presented 
to us and we rightfully respond and 
ask, where is God in all of this; where 
is truth in all of this. … so with that 
question I realized comes the humility 
that we need to say, ‘Lord, guide me to 
where you want me to go.’

“I wanted to hear a voice from the 
sky, I wanted to see an image appear in 
a tortilla or something. … I was really 
trying to seek the Lord and fi nd him 
in my life.” 

“Th e idea of the priesthood per se 
wasn’t necessarily something that was 
obvious for me. But it was just this ap-

preciation of the faith and the availa-
bility of the sacraments that drew me 
to enter into the seminary to discern 
further what the Lord’s will was for 
me. So I entered into seminary. 

“Part of that journey is 
you discern why the 
Lord is calling 
you. Th ere was 
a time that he 
was calling 
me away from 
seminary, so 
I actually fi nished up my college de-
gree at Texas A&M in College Station, 

where I studied philosophy, political 
science, played diff erent intramural 
sports there, and just had a good time 

there. And aft er I graduated from Tex-
as A&M, the Lord really showed me 
with great clarity that he was calling 
me to this life.”

“Th e challenge along the way for 
me is be patient. … I am always pray-
ing for two things — patience, and 
to live in the grace of the moment. 
Th ese are two things that I’ve prayed 
for when I fi rst entered seminary, and 
that I am still praying for now: Pa-
tience with myself, patience for those 
around me, and patience with God’s 
will for my life. Because as we know 
… God doesn’t normally speak to us 
with a voice in the sky, but in actuality 
it’s through the charity of a neighbor, 
through the prayers of a friend — 

preciation of the faith and the availa-
bility of the sacraments that drew me 
to enter into the seminary to discern 
further what the Lord’s will was for 
me. So I entered into seminary. 

“Part of that journey is 
you discern why the 

there. And aft er I graduated from Tex-

Father Robert Moreno Jr., 29, is the 
son of Robert Moreno and Mirella C. 
Solis of Weslaco. 

Th e oldest of fi ve brothers and 
two half-brothers, he attended Wesla-
co High School and was a member of 
San Martin de Porres parish. His higher 
education began at then-University of 
Texas-Pan American in Edinburg.

“Th e goal was to go to medical 
school, become a medical doctor and 
serve the community in that way,” he 
said.

But change was in the works.
“Th e last two years of my studies 

there, I began to feel a call to the priest-
hood, simply to learn more about that 
vocation. What was the priesthood? So I 
began to do private research on my own 
— going on the Internet, reading books. 
Just what was a priest? How long does it 
take to be a priest?”

Reaching his original goal at UTPA, 
he earned a bachelor's degree in biology, 
with a minor in biochemistry. But the 
call to vocation was persistent – and 
getting louder.

“Eventually, I got the courage to 
reach out to a local priest in my home 
parish who I asked about the priest-
hood — a little bit of his vocation, and 
the process,” he said. “Th roughout that 
year aft er graduating I stayed in con-
tact with that priest, who helped me 
discern the priesthood, who helped me 
discern to take the next step in entering 
formation.”

Th e dramatic shift  of his life toward 
a spiritual direction was not without 

consequences.
“One of the challenges entering the 

seminary was leaving the idea of be-
coming a medical doctor and having a 
family of my own,” he said. “But also I 
think it was diffi  cult not just for me but 
for my family, because that was my goal, 
that was something that I had shared 
with them, that I wanted, that they were 
very supportive of. And so when it came 
that I wanted to be a priest, I wanted to 
go off  to the seminary, it was a shock to 
the family because it was something to-
tally diff erent, totally unexpected.” 

“… But over time, my family grew 
in supporting me, in encouraging me 
in my vocation. And so I received the 
support from the family and friends 
throughout my journey.” 

Not only did his family come to 
accept the change, but the future priest 
gained enlightenment — and commit-
ment — himself:

“So to be able to understand that 

yes, I was giving something up, that 
idea of becoming a doctor, the idea of 
becoming a father to my own children, 
but giving it up for something much 
greater, giving it up for God. And for his 

Church. And serving him and his peo-
ple,” he said. “So that was something 
that gave me peace, and has helped me.” 

Prayer and devotion to Mary and 
two of his favorite saints have helped as 
well, he said.

“I’ve also had a close devotion life 
to praying the rosary and asking for the 
intercession of our Blessed Mother, but 
also for the intercession of saints,” he 
said. “St. John Paul II has been one of 
my favorite saints. His motto, ‘Do not 
be afraid,’ has always stayed with me.as 
well as St. Jose Maria — reading their 
lives, their conversions, and their jour-
neys, has also helped me.” 

Th e outbreak of the coronavirus 
pandemic brought a jolting stop to his 
seminary studies, but in the end has 
brought him more enlightenment.

“Covid 19 did impact — basical-

Meet our new priests

» Please see Father Joe Luis p.15

           By PAUL BINZ
       Th e Valley Catholic
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Father Pedro Hernandez, 29, is the 
son of Jose and Maria Hernandez of 
Harlingen. 

Father Hernandez grew up in 
Harlingen, attending Harlingen High 
School. He and his family were mem-
bers of Immaculate Heart of Mary Par-
ish, where he was baptized, received his 
fi rst Communion and was confi rmed. 
He noted that he has already served in 
the sanctuary for much of his life, hav-
ing been an altar boy throughout his 
school years. 

He enjoys running and playing bas-
ketball; he ran cross-country for HHS. 

Aft er high school, he studied biol-
ogy for three years at then-University 
of Texas-Pan American and pursued 
becoming a scientist. At that point in 
his studies, with his whole life seeming-
ly mapped out, he recalled experienc-
ing what he termed an inquietud en su 
corazón, as described by St. Augustine. 

“Dudaba todo, ignoraba la vo-
cación,” he said. “ … Hubo muchas bat-
allas.”

He remembered he had once told 
his mother that one thing he would 
never be was a priest. But attending 
the Newman Center at UTPA, he be-
came acquainted with Bishop Emeri-
tus Raymundo J. Peña and Joe Garcia, 
the center’s director at that time, who 
in conversation gave him an entirely 
new picture of what the priesthood in 
the Church was all about. He recalled 
that Bishop Peña never pushed him, 
but rather guided him in a direction in 
which he was able to discern for himself 
that he had a vocation.

Although he experienced a rare 
peace on his fi rst night in seminary, he 
said even that was not to last — forma-

tion and commitment take time:
 “When you’re in this type of voca-

tion, you will have the question ‘why.’ 
Like, ‘Why am I doing this?’ And if 
you’re not asking why, then I question 
your motives,” he said. “Because you’re 
going to feel things along the way, you’re 
going to have doubts along the way, 
you’re going to have temptations. You’re 
going to have everything, good and bad. 
Th at’s what is called discernment.” 

“Yes, there are many obstacles,” he 
said. “You just have to navigate through 
all of that.”

Among those obstacles were sever-
al that arose at seminary.

Once he decided to take the path to 
the priesthood, Father Hernandez said, 
he faced new fears as he headed to Dal-
las to begin his new studies: he had nev-
er left  the Rio Grande Valley before; he 

would have to be away from his family 
and his friends for the fi rst time; and the 
world he was entering posed a cultural 
challenge — a seminary attended most-
ly by Anglos, with few Mexicanos. Th is, 
he said, gave him a new appreciation for 
his family. 

At one point he found himself call-
ing his mother three times a day, he 
said, because he felt so diff erent from 
the others there. But overcoming this, 
he said, he found the strength to main-

tain his cultural identity — helped, no 
doubt, by his bilingual fl uency and Val-
ley roots.

“Me gusta la gente, y lo bueno que 
sale los dos idiomas y también el Span-
glish,” he said. “Th at’s just how it is — 
that’s how you grow up. You speak 
English at school and speak Spanish at 
home. Th at was my whole life, so it’s 
nice to be in the Valley.”

Father Hernandez said he also 
faced an academic challenge with his 
studies in philosophy, with two years 

of required courses. He said he was ac-
customed to one way of studying with 
respect to biology and science, and phi-
losophy presented an entirely new way 
of thinking. With biology, he stored 
and retained information, but with 
philosophy he was challenged to think 
and analyze in a whole new way. In the 
end, this was a blessing, he said, because 
new doors were opened and he learned 
things he never would have imagined – 
all worthwhile, despite the diffi  culty, he 
said. 

He earned a bachelor's degree in 
philosophy and letters from the Univer-
sity of Dallas while in formation at Holy 
Trinity Seminary in Dallas.

Later on his path to the priesthood, 
he served at St. Patrick’s Parish in Hou-
ston — an experience he particularly 
enjoyed because there he encountered 
people there from the Valley as well as 

Father Pedro
Hernandez
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» Please see Father Pedro p.15
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‘Like it never even happened’

SAN JUAN — Al-
though the monumental 
copper doors of the Basilica 
of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine were 
defaced with spray paint in 
late May, you would never 
know it today.

The doors at the shrine, 
the Temple Emanuel syna-
gogue in McAllen and the 
Shri Nanak Center & Shiv 
Shakti Temple in Edinburg 
were all vandalized during 
a nocturnal rampage on the 
stormy morning of May 26, 
with law en-
f o r c e m e n t 
believing the 
same suspect 
was responsi-
ble. 

M i r a c u -
lously, the ba-
silica had the 
right man in  
place to repair 
the damage 
almost imme-
diately. Father 
Jorge Gomez, 
rector of the 
basilica, already had art ex-
pert Ben Martinez on con-
tract doing other work here. 

“I (had) hired him on a 
one-year contract to restore 
the wooden models of the 
Stations of the Cross,” Father 
Gomez said. “Every bronze 
statue outside has a replica, 
wooden models that were in 
a container for many years, 
and they were damaged by 
termites.

“He did a wonderful job 
curing and restoring the stat-
ues, the old vestments and 
bronze items that were part 
of the old shrine and were 
stored in boxes for many 
years,” Father Gomez said. 
“He also catalogued every 
piece and wrote a small de-
scription of it.”

Martinez said he holds 

two doctorates, including one 
in art, which aids him in his 
ability to restore just about 
any kind of artwork. For the 
doors, he took great pains to 
remove the paint with small 
cotton balls soaked with a 
secret formula that he said 
his grandmother gave him. 
He said his goal was to elimi-
nate the spray-painted graffiti 
without removing, altering 
or harming the patina on the 
copper plates covering the 
doors. Martinez noted that 
most techniques, especially 
things like scrubbing or pres-
sure washing, would have 
fundamentally altered the ap-
pearance of the doors.

And so 
it came to 
pass — as 
M a r t i n e z 
was finishing 
his task, the 
h a m m e r e d 
copper plates 
showed no 
sign of the 
defacing they 
were covered 
with just a 
day before.

“‘Like it 
never even 

happened!’” he said as he 
worked, echoing the disaster 
cleanup TV commercial.

Erica Yme Garza, 38, of 
McAllen was charged May 28 
with criminal mischief of a 
place of worship in San Juan 
and had bond set at $25,000. 
She also faces charges in Ed-
inburg from the vandalism at 
the Hindu temple.

Father Gomez recounted 
the blessing of having Mar-
tinez available to put things 
right.

"His contract comes to 
an end the first week of Au-
gust," Father Gomez said. 
"Thank God he was here 
when the doors were van-
dalized, and he knows what 
chemicals have to be used on 
every metal."

 By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

Basilica's front doors emerge
unscathed from vandalism 

Paul Binz /The Valley Catholic

guilty as was the case during the 
first months of the pandemic.

I noticed significant 
changes upon returning to a 
healthier routine. Finding joy 
in the day came as a definite 
bonus. However, I recognize 
being intentional about main-
taining healthy habits requires 
diligence. Daily checklists help. 
Some advocate for making a top 
three list for the day. 

It is also good to have 
someone motivate you. While 
there is an adjustment to having 
an adult child return home, 
I am grateful my daughter is 
here during the pandemic. Not 
only does she nudge me to walk 
in the evenings, she also finds 
creative ways to cook healthy 
meals during my round of 
Whole 30.

Mental health is a topic we 

should not avoid. It is helpful to 
have conversations about what 
we are feeling. As each person 
is unique, we must each find 
the remedies that work best 
for our particular disposition.  
This could include considering 
our day-to-day choices, our 
environment and/or seeking 
counseling.

Based on some of the re-
search and articles I read, there 
are various suggestions we can 
try. Here are a few in addition 
to those already mentioned: 
1. Focus on gratitude. Write 
down five blessings each day. 
2. Develop a support network. 
People you can talk to, and who 
can help you. 3. Try aromather-
apy. Lavender, chamomile and 
frankincense are some recom-
mended essential oils. 4. Work 
with your hands. Wash dishes, 
garden, knit, build something.  
Neurologists have studied how 
the repetitive movement of our 
hands engages our brains and 
changes the neurochemistry of 

our brain. 5. Practice random 
acts of kindness. 

This last one always im-
proves my mood when I can 
do something nice and unex-
pected for another. Sometimes 
it is taking balloons or fresh 
flowers to a friend. I treasure 
those moments when others 
have done the same for me. 
Years ago a friend gave me a 
bouquet of red kalanchoes from 
her garden; the stems wrapped 
in the Sunday comics and tied 
with twine. Even the memory of 
that unexpected surprise invites 
a smile. 

Yes. There will still be 
some days heavy with clouds, 
where joy seems out of reach. 
On those days, let us remember 
God’s love. Aim for the light of 
God’s promises. “It is the Lord 
who goes before you; he will be 
with you and will never fail you 
or forsake you. So do not fear or 
be dismayed” (Dt 31:8).

Remember too, the Resur-
rection.

Emotions
continued from pg. 4

Ben Martinez, an expert in art restoration, spent three days in late May meticulously removing 
spray-painted graffiti from the doors of the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. 
Using mostly cotton balls soaked with a secret formula, he made the vandalism disappear.

Catechesis
continued from pg. 14

home a place where the Faith is 
more consciously lived and 
taught. 

Now more than ever, we 
need to see catechesis not so 
much as a series of markers that 
indicate how many classes have 
been taken, or projects com-
pleted, but rather, see it more 
as a style of accompaniment, as 
pastors and catechists help fam-
ilies face these difficult times 
better formed in the virtues of 
faith, hope and charity.  

I want to mention spe-
cifically the importance of 
encouraging prayer at home, 
the presence of sacred images 
in the home, and the reading 
of Sacred Scripture. If families 
are not able to attend Mass out 
of health concerns, encourage 
them to make time to see and 
pray with the Mass on social 
media or on television. We 

should also make available to 
families sound catechetical 
materials that help parents and 
children alike understand the 
Faith we live. It is indispensable 
for us all to see that what we 
learn about God’s love for us in 
Christ is for the sake of our own 
growing in charity. Christ Jesus 
is the face of the Father’s mercy, 
and by the Holy Spirit instruct-
ing our hearts, we can grow in 
our love for one another. 

Let us be grateful to God 
especially during these difficult 
times. We still have each other. 
We pray for one another, we 
encourage one another, and we 
work together to see to it that 
the mysteries of Faith are lived 
and passed on to those in our 
care. The Lord Jesus Himself is 
with us, and it is the growth of 
His life in and among us that 
our catechesis seeks to serve.

Yours in Christ, 
Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores, 
S.T.D. 
Bishop of Brownsville
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Father Joe Luis
continued from pg. 12

Father Robert
continued from pg. 12

Father Pedro
continued from pg. 13

Gifts clearing the bank by

Monday at noon will be passed

through to parishes by Friday of

the same week, as circumstances

allow. Each donor’s information

will be provided to their parish for

record keeping and end-of-year

receipts for income tax filing.

TIMELY PROCESSING

ONLINE

OFFERTORY

DUR I NG T H I S T IM E , P L E A S E

DON ' T F O RG E T TO CON T I N U E TO H E L P

YOU R P A R I S H , E V E N F ROM HOME .

Please help keep our parishes operational with your

electronic donations. Scan the QR code to give.

Parishioners may continue to support their parish by mailing checks to the

parish office. Another option is to link to the CDOB online giving platform by

scanning this QR code and donating online. You can make a one-time gift

or set up a recurring donation to your parish of choice.

Another easy way to manage

your electronic giving is with

Text-to-Give function that is fully

integrated with our Online Giving

platform. You can text an amount

to (956) 625-9385 and your

transaction will be processed

through the account associated

with your phone number. If your

phone number is not recognized,

you can continue without an

account or you can create a new

account and associate your

parish specifically as the

recipient.

To assist our parishes, the Diocese

of Brownsville will cover the

processing fees for the online

giving service so that the full

amount donated will go to the

church.

FEES COVERED BY DIOCESE

Whether paying last month’s

utilities or this month’s salary,

our parishes need money in the

bank to operate. Online giving

is the quickest and safest way

to fund our parishes with

the necessary resources to

operate during this crisis and

beyond.

PAYING THE BILLS

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/432

For more information

call (956) 784-5095

TEXT-TO-GIVE

that’s how the Holy Spirit 
moves, and that’s how God 
really speaks to us. Th at re-
quires a lot of patience, be-
cause it would be so much 
easier if he popped up on a 
screen like this and just said, 
‘Hey, this is my will for you.’  

“So that for me has 
been the very challenging 
thing — to always remind 
myself to take that time 
to sit back and ask, ‘Lord, 
where are you in this? And 
grant me the patience to 
overcome this situation.’ 

Th e coronavirus pan-
demic brought an un-
precedented challenge. 

“Like many of you out 
there, we’re defi nitely not im-
mune to this time. We have 
to readapt and be fl exible 
to respond to the moment. 

 “Th e normal thing 
would be you have time to 
transition out of the sem-
inary …  we didn’t quite 
get that chance. It’s actually 
been a grace in a way — it’s 
really helped me under-
stand a great important re-
ality, that in the life of the 
church, the life of the par-
ish, you have to be docile to 
the Holy Spirit — as Bishop 
Flores once said, you have 
to roll with the punches — 
and you have to respond to 
the grace of the moment. 

“It’s actually been a 

time for me to sit back and 
refl ect on how this is a par-
adigm for how the priestly 
life will be lived — to adapt 
and respond to the needs of 
the people, the needs of the 
local Church at that mo-
ment.  … It has allowed me 
to welcome this new part of 
my life, transitioning into 
ministry with these types 
of refl ections, of really just 
focusing on how the Lord 
is calling me to this kind of 
docility and love for him.”

Father Hernandez not-
ed that he is now the young-
est priest of the Diocese of 
Brownsville. But his journey 
attaining the priesthood has 
nonetheless been a long one. 
Aft er his studies took him to 
College Station, then Ohio 
and Houston, and fi nally 
back to the Valley, he said he 
is happy to be home again.

“Being away from the 
diocese — it’s kind of odd 
to just keep going away. 
So it’s nice for me to fi nal-
ly be here, because this is 
where I grew up. I’m from 
here. And so fi nally being 
able to return home and 
serve with each and every 
one of you is something 
I’m looking forward to. 

“Th ank you so much 
for your support and for 
your prayers. … And I hope 
to continue to have this op-
portunity, hopefully in per-
son in the next couple of 
months, to serve and give 
all of you a fi rst blessing.” 

ly interrupted — my 
studies and formation 
because I was asked 
to leave the seminary 
in March and come 
return to the diocese 
and fi nish my studies 
here,” he said. “So ad-
justing to that, Zoom 
conferences, online 
classes — that was a 
challenge. 

“But I think 
overall, this experi-
ence helped me grow 
more in my faith and 
prepare me for the 
priesthood – specif-
ically the faith of the 
people, your faith be-
cause as I would go 
out, and I would walk 
outside the basilica, 
or encounter some-
one, the faith of the 
people who desired to 
return to Mass, to re-
ceive the Eucharist, to 
receive the sacrament 
of penance, was so 
strong that it helped 
me grow in faith, it 
helped me prepare for 
what kind of priest I 
have to be — be avail-
able, be present to 
the people of God, to 
help you all grow in 
a deeper relationship 
with Christ,” he said. 
“And in that way, the 
faith of the people, the 
love that they have for 
the Church and for 
the sacraments, has 
helped me grow in 
my relationship with 
Christ so that I could 
be a better priest, so I 

could be a holy priest, 
a faithful priest who 
is there to serve you 
all in whatever cir-
cumstance that we’re 
living.”

With his years of 
study behind him, Fa-
ther Moreno is eager 
for life in ministry. 

“It has been a 
great six years of for-
mation, of learning 
about the priesthood, 
learning about myself, 
and what is my role 
as a priest — to serve 
you all, the faithful, 
helping you grow in 
a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ ... to 
know more of Christ, 
grow in that love, and 
what it means to love 
Christ, not only to be 
faithful in our prayers, 
to go to Mass, but to 
truly love him and go 
out and be charita-
ble with others, to be 
present to others — 
especially those who 
can’t come to the sac-
raments for whatev-
er reasons, or people 
who are struggling in 
their own faith. 

 “I ask you all to 
please pray for me, 
pray for me and my 
brothers who will be 
ordained this Satur-
day. … so I ask you to 
please keep us in your 
prayers that we may 
continue to grow and 
be holy and faithful 
priests who are ready 
to serve you all.”

a supportive pastor. 
Th e eruption of the 
coronavirus pan-
demic cut short his 
studies in that city, 
which he had hoped 
fi nish in the compa-
ny of the new friends 
he made there.    

“En febrero, 
me estaba doliendo, 
porque se me estaba 
acabando el tiempo 
en Houston … No es-
taba preparado para 
despedirme porque 
me encardené con 
la gente de Houston; 
pues, al mismo tiem-
po  reconozco que no 
es mi diocesís.

“Pero cuando el 
corona pegó, pues, 
aparó todo — ya mi 
asignación se terminó 
en el momento que 
pegó el virus porque el 
seminario cerró, y no 
supe que esa fue la úl-
tima vez que vi a ver 
a mis compañeros, 
todos unidos. Ulti-
mamente, los últimos 
dos meses del sem-
inario que tu pasas 
disfrutando con tus 
amigos, las últimas 
clases, pasar todo. Y 
fi nal, llegó una con-
clusión abrupta que 
nadie esperaba. 

Eso fue un poco 
difícil. No despedirme 
muy bien, o formal-
mente – pues, no mas 
por teléfono …” 

Just aft er he re-
turned to the Valley, 
Bishop Flores quick-

ly called him in to 
join a special retreat 
with the other re-
called seminarians, 
most of whom he 
found he and his fel-
low transitional dea-
cons would now be 
supervising!

“Esto era nue-
vo, porque no he 
terminado el semi-
nario, y ya estoy en 
formación, como 
formador, ayudan-
do los demás. Y será 
una batalla, porque 
estábamos los die-
ciséis y los otros tres 
encargado de los trece 
— pues, es trabajo 
trabajar con semi-
naristas. 

“Gracias a Dios 
que todo salió bien. Y 
tuve la oportunidad 
de conocer a mis her-
manos también.”

Now back in the 
Valley perhaps to 
stay, Father Hernan-
dez can follow his 
vocation and pursue 
what he has decided 
is his life’s work. 

 “As a seminar-
ian, you sit in the 
pews and you just 
think about it — I’m 
going to be a priest 
one day and cele-
brate Mass and save 
souls. Es solo que me 
gusta ya — salvar las 
almas. Sus palabritas 
me llaman mucho la 
atención — salvar 
las almas, salvar las 
almas.”

Chrism Mass

The Chrism Mass on June 20 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine became the fi rst 
major event in the Diocese of Brownsville after a two-month hiatus in church attendance. The Chrism Mass, 
which is usually celebrated during Holy Week, was delayed for more than two months after the coronavirus 
pandemic forced churches to close. At this Mass all the holy oils needed for sacraments during the next year 
are blessed before distribution to the priests and parishes of the diocese.

Paul Binz /The Valley Catholic



»La Alegría 
de Vivir

No tengan miedo»Vida 
Familiar
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La canción de Bob Dufford “Be Not 
Afraid” (“No tengan miedo” en 
español) nos recuerda no temer y 

descansar en la confianza de que Dios 
está siempre con nosotros. “No tengan 
miedo, Yo voy siempre delante de ust-
edes. Síganme y les daré descanso.”

Esta es una definición de temor: 
“una emoción desagradable causada 
por la creencia de que alguien o algo es 
peligroso, puede causar dolor, o es una 
amenaza.” Es una emoción humana 
muy común destinada para alertarnos o 
protegernos del peligro. Sin embargo, el 
temor puede algunas veces convertirse 
el mismo en el peligro. Cuando el temor 
nos sobrepasa, a veces no podemos re-
sponder, reaccionar, pensar claramente, o 
permitir que nos guie el Espíritu Santo.

Eruditos de las Escrituras comentan 
con frecuencia cuantas veces en palabras 
o en pensamientos la frase “no teman” 
es citada en toda la Biblia o en el Nuevo 
Testamento. Ciertos testimonios con-
firman: treinta y tres veces en el Nuevo 
Testamento; siendo veintiuno de esos en 
los Evangelios. Lucas 1:30 – Pero el ángel 
le dijo, “No temas, Maria, porque has 
encontrado el favor de Dios. “Lucas 12:7 
– “En cuanto a ustedes, hasta los cabellos 
de su cabeza están contados.  No teman, 
pues, ustedes valen más que muchos 
pajarillos”. Mateo 14:26-27 – Al verlo 
caminando sobre el mar, se asustaron y 
exclamaron: “Es un fantasma!” Y llenos 
de comenzaron a gritar.  Jesus les dijo al 
instante: “Animo, no teman, soy yo.”

Durante este tiempo de Pandemia, 
es muy natural en personas de todas las 
edades, culturas u orígenes, tener miedo 
de muchas cosas: ser infectados por el 
virus Covid 19, perder a un ser querido 
por la enfermedad, perder su trabajo, no 
poder alimentar a su familia, y el temor a 
lo desconocido.

La forma en que respondemos 
a nuestros temores es impactada por 
nuestra personalidad, las experiencias 
de nuestra familia de origen y nuestra fe. 
Como niña tuve la experiencia de tener 
una madre muy amorosa, muy dedicada, 
pero también super protectora y con fre-

cuencia temerosa por nuestra seguridad.  
Al hacerme adulta pude entender mejor 
que las experiencias de su niñez como 
el hecho de que junto a sus siete her-
manos perdieron a su madre a una edad 
temprana y también la experiencia de 
haber perdido cuatro hijos en la infancia, 
definitivamente la impactaron. Y aun 
así fue su tremenda fe en la misericordia 
y protección de Dios lo que la sostuvo 
durante esos tiempos de perdida y temor. 

Una de mis oraciones diarias es una 
petición para que el Señor me conceda 
la gracia de ser sanada de todo temor, 
ansiedad y preocupación. En mi mente 
y mi corazón, se cuánto nuestro Padre 
Celestial  nos ama a todos y cada uno 
de nosotros hasta el punto de enviar 
Su Palabra Encarnada, nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo, para enseñarnos y dar su vida 
por nosotros y quien a su vez nos dejó Su 
Espíritu Santo para que nos acompañara 
siempre. Entonces en esos tiempos de te-
mor y/o duda rezo esta pequeña oración 
a la Santísima Trinidad: “Padre celestial, 
gracias por este día. Señor Jesus, quiero 
seguir tu camino. Espíritu Santo, guíame 
en todo lo que hago y todo lo que digo 
y protégeme de todo lo que no viene de 
Ti.” 

En su sabiduría, el Papa Francisco 
nos recuerda: “El peor enemigo de una 
fe frágil es el temor. “No tengan miedo!” 
También nos anima a no tener miedo a 
amar. “Yo creo en la amabilidad de los 
demás y que los debo amar sin temor.” 
Nuestra Oficina de Vida Familiar coor-
dina veinticuatro retiros de preparación 
matrimonial al año (en el 2019, 1,588 
individuos; 794 parejas asistieron a un 
retiro). Durante este tiempo de pandem-
ia, oramos por todas las parejas compro-
metidas de nuestra diócesis mientras se 
embarcan hacia la creación de su nueva 
iglesia doméstica/ su familia en estos 
tiempos de incertidumbre. Que puedan 
confiar en el gran amor y misericordia 
de nuestro Padre celestial y el gran amor 
que tienen el uno para el otro para con-
struir y sostener una familia saludable y 
santa sin temor, sabiendo que el Espíritu 
Santo los acompaña siempre.

Lydia Pesina 
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar 

Msgr. Juan Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville

Muchos hombres se preguntan justo 
el día en que nace el primero de sus 
hijos: ¿Qué es lo que significa ser 

padre? ¿Dónde están los planos, o los instruc-
tivos, para no “quebrar” ese pequeño ser que 
siente por primera vez como algo tangible 
y real, pues las madres han sentido en su 
bendito vientre como se desarrolla la vida, y 
aunque hay algunos hombres que desarrollan 
tanta empatía con sus parejas, que hasta sient-
en “ascos” y antojos, y están completamente 
involucrados en el crecimiento y desarrollo de 
su hijo, estos son los menos. Es una realidad 
que para la mayoría de los varones la primera 
emoción que experimentan al recibir a su 
primogénito, es la sorpresa. 

Algunos no pueden con el ‘shock’ inicial 
y literalmente huyen, pues la siguiente emo-
ción es la de responsabilidad total. 

El padre debe dar a sus hijos seguri-
dad, equilibrio y educación moral, además 
de proveerlo de lo indispensable para vivir, 
cuidarlo y protegerlo, aconsejarlo y defend-
erlo. 

La tercera emoción es la de invencib-
ilidad, sienten que han cumplido su deber 
al haber seguido su instinto primario y así 
perpetuar la especie, ellos han sido el instru-
mento de Dios para crear a un nuevo, distinto, 
individual y único ser, que paradójicamente 
comparte exactamente la mitad de su código 
genético. 

Ahora bien, todo en la vida se paga, y los 
hombres tienen cinco heridas a causa de la 
paternidad, que les causaran tremendo dolor, 
aun cuando estén consciente de ello y traten 

de suavizarlo, al final todos padecen de sole-
dad, pues un padre trabaja sin descanso por 
sus hijos,  su ideal es que ese trabajo provea 
para cubrir las necesidades básicas de su hijo: 
vivienda, comida, vestido, calzado, etc., aún 
cuando eso signifique cero tiempo libre. El, 
que más quisiera que tener tiempo para irse 
de pesca con ellos, para llevarlos al cine, o 
algún juego de futbol, pero sucede que alguien 
tiene que pagar por dichas actividades, y es 
ahí que ellos deben decidir, que tanto pueden 
abarcar y darles a sus hijos todas las cosas ma-
teriales que desean, pero sintiéndose cada vez 
más solos, o pasar tiempo de calidad con ellos 
y hacerlos entender que algunas cosas están 
fuera del presupuesto familiar, que la vida no 
brinda a todos las mismas ventajas, que habrá 
otros chicos con mejores ropas, juguetes, 
autos, etc., pero sin el tiempo para aprender a 
comunicarse con papá.

Esto no es fácil que lo entiendan los 
peques, y aquí sentirán los padres una 
incomodidad aun en su propio hogar, pues 
siempre habrá algo que los hijos, y sus madres, 
querrán tener igual que fulanito, o zutanito, y 
la letanía de quejas acerca de lo que hicieron, 
o no hicieron, sus vástagos parece intermi-
nable y es cosa de todos los días que lo hagan 
sentirse culpable, y ya de por si, el padre siente 
responsabilidad por las acciones de sus hijos, 
se siente responsable de los actos buenos y 
malos de sus hijos, pues los ve como un reflejo 
de su propio actuar, este sentimiento proviene 
tal vez del viejo refrán que dice “de tal palo, tal 
astilla”. 

Otro gran dolor que padece el padre es 

sentirse incapaz de trasmitir o comunicar su 
sentir, pues aunque papá no demuestre ser tan 
sentimental como mamá, en su interior guar-
da gran amor y cariño, solo que lo guarda, y es 
en sus momentos extremos cuando general-
mente lo expresa de una manera inadecuada, 
tosca o brusca, un poco de acuerdo con la 
psicología masculina, lo que puede intimidar 
a los miembros de su familia. 

Por ultimo todo padre siente un tre-
mendo miedo, de no poder dar la talla, de no 
saber educar a su progenie, y si de algo debe 
preocuparse un buen padre, debe ser la edu-
cación de sus hijos, ya que el hijo puede llegar 
a perder la herencia, o los bienes, que le haya 
dejado su padre al morir, pero la educación 
es un tesoro que nunca perderá. A mi forma 
de ver, la educación es lo primordial que un 
padre está obligado a dar, pues la educación es 
lo que le permitirá a su hijo a hacer su propia 
vida. En el mundo de hoy los padres están 
muy conscientes que si sus hijos no se educan 
no tendrán posibilidades de éxito. 

Los padres merecen regalos, flores y 
serenatas, cuando a pesar de los pesares, per-
manecen junto a sus hijos, nunca se divorcian 
de ellos, siempre dan la cara por ellos ante 
cualquier dificultad, y sobre todo los que tie-
nen que aprender a cuidar de sus hijos tiempo 
completo, merecen un gran reconocimiento 
no solo hoy por ser día del padre, sino  todos 
los días.

¡Vive un dia a la vez! ... Ignite the mo-
ment! … y recuerda que Dios te ama y yo 
también. 

Satisfacciones y heridas de la paternidad

Transitional deacon Alejandro Garcia was or-
dained by Bishop Daniel E. Flores July 25 at Mary, 
Mother of the Church Parish in Brownsville, the 
last step before his ordination to the priesthood. 
For the full video of the Ordination Mass, click on 
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicRGV/videos/
vb.128264227192252/3149067248522992/?-
type=2&theater

Miguel Roberts /The Valley Catholic

Deacon 
Ordained
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Fe en el ValleFe en el ValleFe en el Valle

Del libro, Fe en el Valle: Una historia ilustrada de la Diócesis de Brownsville

El concilio discutió todos los aspectos 
de la vida y gobierno de la iglesia, 

sacerdocio, vida religiosa, los laicos 
y la liturgia, y la relación de la iglesia 

con gente de otras fes.

Solo díaz después de su instalación, 
el nuevo obispo de Brownsville iba 

en camino a Roma. En 1965, la Iglesia 
Católica estaba en medio del concilio 

Vaticano Segundo, una reunión de 
todos los obispos del mundo

Me voy al Concilio Vaticano Segundo. 
Los veré en unos pocos meses.

La iglesia suguió creciendo en el Valle del Río 
Grande. El 10 de julio de 1965, el Papa Pablo vi 

creó una nueva diócesis-Brownsville.

Es Adolph Marx. 
Él conoce esta 

área muy bien-ha 
sido un obispo 

auxiliar en 
Corpus Christi 

por varios años.

¡Entonces, la iglesia 
de la Inmaculada 

Concepción de nuevo 
será una Catedral! 
Me pregunto quien 

será el primer obispo.

Durante los siguientes 
cuatro años la popularidad 

del santuario creció 
demasiado que una nueva 
iglesia fue construida lo 

suficiente grande para 
albergar 800 personas.

Traidan a Nuestra Señora de San Juan 
del Valle todas us preocupaciones y 

esperanzas. Ella es su Madre. Ella los 
guiará y los protegerá.

Si hubiéramos salido de la 
carretera unos pocos metros 

más, hubiera sido muerte segura.

¡Nuestra Señora 
nos ha preservado.

...Especialmente aquellos que son pobres 
o de alguna manera están afligidos, 

estas son las alegrías y esperanzas, 
las tristezas y preocupaciones de los 

seguidores de Cristo.

Las alegrias y las esperanzas, 
las tristezas y preocupaciones 
de las personas de esta época...

ContinuaráContinuaráContinuará
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Diácono
Luis Zuniga
Director, Ofi cina 
de Vida Pastoral 
e Instituto 
del Ministerio 
de San Juan Diego

»Formación 
para el 
ministerio

Señor Jesus, dame 
un corazón como el tuyo

Al crecer, recuerdo una imagen 
que mi madre tenía del 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús en 

su habitación. Recuerdo mirar fi ja-
mente la imagen y quedar captivado 
por ella. A menudo me preguntaba 
por qué podía ver el corazón de Jesús 
fuera de su cuerpo. También me 
intrigaron mucho las espinas alrede-
dor del corazón traspasado, la llama 
ardiente y la cruz encima de él.

Debí tener alrededor de siete 
años cuando me estaba preparan-
do para mi primera confesión y 
comunión, y le pregunté a mi mamá 
por qué podía ver el corazón de Jesús 
fuera de su cuerpo. Recuerdo que 
Ella amorosamente me dijo algo en 
el sentido de que "Jesús nos muestra 
su corazón como un recordatorio 
constante y su gran amor por no-
sotros cuando murió por nosotros en 
la cruz para salvarnos".

La devoción al "amor de Dios" 
ha sido parte de la devoción popular 
desde los primeros días de la Iglesia. 
En particular, el símbolo de ese amor 
es la sangre y el agua que fl uye del 
costado herido de Cristo cuando 
Su corazón fue traspasado por la 
lanza del soldado (Evangelio de Juan 
19:34).

La devoción al "Sagrado 
Corazón de Jesús" se remonta al siglo 
XI cuando los cristianos católicos 
piadosos meditaban sobre las heridas 
de Cristo. Se cree que los fi eles 
oraban al Sagrado Corazón de Jesús 
(devociones privadas) como una 
forma de ayudarlos a enfocarse en la 
pasión y muerte del Señor; eventual-
mente creciendo en amor por aquel 
que sufrió y murió por nosotros.

Santa Gertrudis, que vivió en 
el siglo XIII (durante este período, 
la Iglesia era rica en intelectuales y 
místicos entre ellos, Santo Tomás 
de Aquino, Santo Domingo, Santa 
Clara, San Buenaventura, San Fran-
cisco de Asís) tuvo visiones de Jesús 
a la edad de 26 años. Se cree que en 
la fi esta de San Juan Evangelista tuvo 
una visión en la que el Señor Jesús le 
permitió descansar la cabeza cerca 
de la herida de su costado para poder 
escuchar el latido de su Corazón 
divino.

En su visión, le preguntó a San 
Juan si en la noche de la última cena, 
cuando se reclinó al lado del corazón 
de Jesús, había sentido las mismas 
palpitaciones y por qué nunca había 
hablado de esta experiencia.

Ella dejó un gran testimonio de 
su amor y devoción por el Señor, así 
como sus tres escritos mas impor-

tantes (El Heraldo del Amor Divino, 
Sus Ejercicios Espirituales y El Libro 
de las Gracias Especiales) que he 
encontrado muy inspiradores en mi 
propia jornada espiritual. 

En Francia, alrededor de 1673, 
muchos católicos que vivían con el 
temor de caer bajo el juicio de Dios, 
las revelaciones a Santa Margarita 
María (una monja de "visita" vis-
itandina) ayudaron a un gran núme-
ro de fi eles a cultivar una devoción 
más profunda y encontrar consuelo 
en el Sagrado Corazón. de Jesús A 
través de sus visiones, el Señor reveló 
su gran amor y misericordia por toda 
la humanidad y su deseo anhelante 
de reconciliar a todos los hombres a 
través de su Sagrado Corazón.

La práctica piadosa de los 
primeros viernes del mes proviene 
de las "grandes promesas" hechas 
por el Señor Jesús a Santa Margarita 
María. La devoción de los primer-
os viernes (de recibir la comunión 
durante nueve meses consecutivos) 
contribuyó signifi cativamente a un 
sentido renovado de los sacramen-
tos de la Penitencia y de la Sagrada 
Eucaristía, en un momento en que la 
comunión sacramental era rara entre 
los fi eles en esos tiempos.

El Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica nos recuerda que: “La 
oración de la Iglesia venera y honra 
al Corazón de Jesús, como invoca su 
Santísimo Nombre. Adora al Verbo 
encarnado y a su Corazón que, por 
amor a los hombres, se dejó traspasar 
por nuestros pecados. La oración 
cristiana practica el Vía Crucis 
siguiendo al Salvador… que con su 
santa Cruz nos redimió”. (Catecismo 
de la Iglesia Católica, # 2669).

Mi abuela a menudo nos decía 
que "nuestras acciones y selección 
de las palabras revelan lo que hay en 
nuestros corazones". ¿Quizás refl ex-
ionar sobre la devoción al Sagrado 
Corazón de Jesús puede ayudarnos 
a examinar lo que hay en nuestros 
corazones? ¿Qué aspectos de nues-
tras vidas necesitan sanación? ¿Con 
quién necesitamos reconciliarnos?

Durante este tiempo difícil 
de pandemia, el cual nos sentimos 
deprimidos, aislados, mortifi cados 
y enfadados, mi esperanza es que 
podamos imitar a Santa Gertrudis, 
Santa Margarita María y San Juan, e 
inclinarse cerca del Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús y rogarle que traiga san-
ación, paz y reconciliación a nuestras 
vidas destrozadas y a nuestro mundo 
quebrantado.

Señor Jesús, nuestro Médico Divino
te pedimos que nos guardes y protejas del coronavirus

y de todas las enfermedades letales.

Ten piedad de todos los que han muerto.
Sana a todos los que están enfermos.

Ilumina a todos los científi cos que están buscando un remedio.

Fortalece y protege a todos los asistentes sanitarios
que están ayudando en estos momentos a los enfermos.

Dales la victoria a todos los responsables civiles
que están intentando limitar el contagio, y dale la paz 

a todos los que tienen miedo y están preocupados, 
especialmente los ancianos y las personas en situación de riesgo.

Que tu Preciosa Sangre sea nuestra defensa y salvación.
Por tu gracia transforma el mal de la enfermedad

en estos momentos de consolación, crecimiento en la fe y esperanza.
Que temamos el contagio del pecado más que cualquier otra enfermedad.

Nos abandonamos con toda confi anza en tu infi nita misericordia. Amén.

ORACIÓN CONTRA EL CORONAVIRUS

Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P.
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Noche de SANACIÓN y DIVINA MISERICORDIA
Night of Healing and Divine Mercy

Únase a nosotros en línea todos los ultimo sábado del mes
en la Basilia de Nuestra Señora San Juan del Valle

en San Juan, Texas a las 6:30 PM

Join us online every last Saturday of the month
from the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle,

San Juan, Texas at 6:30 PM

with Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D
leading us in prayer

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of Th e 
Valley Catholic

»Mujeres               
en la     
Frontera

Nuestras emociones a toda marcha
Cómo abordar los gritos en nuestros cerebros

Durante semanas no pude dormir. El 
insomnio me puso ansiosa por la 
noche que se acercaba, sabiendo que 

el descanso seguiría siendo difícil. De día no 
podía concentrarme. Mi mente se negaba a 
enfocarse.

Reconozco una variedad de factores 
que contribuyen a lo que está sucediendo. El 
panorama de nuestras vidas cambió repen-
tinamente con la pandemia de COVID-19 
este año. Cualquier planifi cación que hicimos 
al comenzar el año se detuvo. El terreno que 
navegamos ahora se siente como caminar en 
un bosque oscuro sin saber qué espera en el 
camino por delante.

A medida que continuamos en estos tiem-
pos inciertos, nuestros cerebros procesan una 
multitud de emociones. Los sentimientos de 
pérdida y ansiedad invaden nuestros días.

Mientras apreciamos el aplazamiento 
de los compromisos ininterrumpidos como 
resultado de las directivas de "refugio en el 
lugar", también estamos lidiando con todos los 
efectos severos de la pandemia.

"¿Están todos deprimidos?" lee un titular 
en la revista Th e Atlantic Magazine publicado 
el 22 de mayo. En la historia, el autor señala: 
“De repente, muchas personas cumplen con 
los criterios para la depresión clínica. Los méd-
icos están luchando para determinar quién 
necesita una intervención urgente y quién es 
simplemente la nueva normalidad ". 

Susan Whitbourne, profesora de ciencias 
del cerebro en la Universidad de Massachusetts 
Amhers, ofrece una idea en un video de la 
BBC de junio: "Cómo nuestros cerebros están 
procesando la pandemia".

"Estamos procesando esto en ataques y 
arranques", dijo. "Estamos mirando por un 
acantilado del que no podemos ver el fondo", 
agregó.

Whitbourne habló sobre las diferentes 
reacciones que muchos están experimentando: 
distraído, preocupado, angustiado, niveles de 

concentración disminuidos. También señaló 
que una serie de trastornos podrían exacer-
barse: trastornos del estado de ánimo, ansie-
dad, depresión y preocupación.

Ella explica en otro artículo que "en 
nuestros cerebros, hay muchos gritos en este 
momento".

"Whitbourne sospecha que la naturaleza 
invisible de la pandemia desencadena una 
reacción cerebral fl uctuante de vuelta y cuarta 
que alterna entre el miedo, la ansiedad y la 
calma". (Th e Walrus, June 2020, “Your Brain 
on COVID-19” by Carolyn Abraham.) https://
www.magzter.com/article/Culture/Th e-Wal-
rus/Your-Brain-on-COVID-19

En medio de los tiempos inciertos que 
navegamos, podemos encontrar esperanza. 
Encontramos esperanza en el Señor que nos 
guía. Oramos por su luz y confi amos en que 
brille. Confi amos en que nos llevará a través 
de la oscuridad.  Al mismo tiempo, el Padre 
Andrés Gutiérrez, pastor de la Parroquia Holy 
Spirit en McAllen, aconseja que, si es nece-
sario, debemos buscar ayuda profesional. La 
mayoría de las personas, dijo, podrían benefi -
ciarse de terapia.

Durante la pandemia, el Padre Gutiérrez 
reconoce que algunas personas también sient-
en coraje por todos los cambios impuestos en 
nuestras vidas. La ira, dijo, es un movimiento 
secundario. “En la raíz está el dolor. Tomamos 
un atajo hacia la ira para evitar el dolor".

Es importante ponerse en contacto con las 
emociones que sentimos. Dijo que podemos 
llevar nuestro dolor al Señor y recomendó 
la reconciliación, uno de los sacramentos de 
sanación. A medida que buscamos ayuda, en 
algunos casos podemos necesitar una combi-
nación de curación emocional y espiritual. "El 
Señor quiere sanarnos en todos los aspectos 
que nos creó".

“Dios también sana a través de consejeros. 
Trabaja a través de los diferentes dones que le 
ha dado a su gente y muchos son consejeros 

que están entrenados para caminar con su 
gente ".

Hay varios recursos disponibles. Varios 
se enumeran en el sitio de los Centros para 
el Control y la Prevención de Enfermedades 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.
html) 

A nivel local, Caridades Católicas del Valle 
del Río Grande tiene consejeros en el personal 
que también pueden ayudar.

Algunos pasos que podemos tomar in-
cluyen los elementos esenciales que se repiten 
con frecuencia: comer alimentos nutritivos, 
hacer ejercicio y dormir lo sufi ciente. Suenan 
tan básicos, pero es fácil salirse del curso. Yo 
estoy entre los culpables como fue el caso du-
rante los primeros meses de la pandemia.

Noté cambios signifi cativos al regresar a 
una rutina más saludable. Encontrar alegría en 
el día fue una ventaja defi nitiva. Sin embargo, 
reconozco que ser intencional para mantener 
hábitos saludables requiere diligencia. Las 
listas diarias de quehaceres ayudan. Algunos 
abogan por hacer una lista que enfoca en los 
tres principales quehaceres del día.

También es bueno que alguien te motive. 
Si bien hay un ajuste cuando un hijo adulto 
regrese a casa, estoy agradecido de que mi hija 
esté aquí durante la pandemia. No solo me 
empuja a caminar por las noches, sino que 
también encuentra formas creativas de cocinar 
comidas saludables durante el programa 
"Whole 30" (programa de comer saludable por 
30 dias).

La salud mental es un tema que no debe-
mos evitar. Es útil tener conversaciones sobre 
lo que estamos sintiendo. Como cada persona 
es única, debemos encontrar los remedios que 
funcionen mejor para nuestra disposición par-
ticular. Esto podría incluir considerar nuestras 
opciones diarias, nuestro entorno y o buscar 

» Por favor lea Emociones p.23

11/30/20

11/30/20
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SAN JUAN — El obispo 
Daniel E. Flores ordenó a tres 
nuevos sacerdotes durante una 
misa especial matutina el 20 de 
junio en la Basílica de Nuestra 
Señora de San Juan del Valle, 
Santuario Nacional.

Los tres provienen del 
Valle del Río Grande: Padre Joe 
Luis Hernández, de 27 años, de 
Mission; Padre Pedro Hernán-
dez, de 29 años, de Harlingen; y 
Padre Robert Moreno, Jr., de 29 
años, de Weslaco.

La ordenación fue un even-
to histórico menos de un mes 
después de que las iglesias de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville reabri-
eran a la asistencia pública el 25 
de mayo después de un cierre 
de dos meses debido a la pan-
demia del coronavirus.

La asistencia a la misa de 
ordenación fue limitada debi-
do a los estrictos protocolos de 
seguridad. Los invitados fueron 
solo por invitación, con todos 

los presentes usando las más-
caras requeridas. El distanci-
amiento social estaba en vigor, 
con espacio entre los invitados 
y cualquier otra fila vacante; 
aún así, todos los lugares dis-
ponibles en la planta baja de 
la basílica se llenaron, lo que 
provocó la apertura del balcón 
a algunos observadores adi-
cionales.

Asistieron unos 500, dijo el 
padre Jorge Gómez, rector de la 
basílica.

Un momento significativo 
de la ordenación llegó cuan-
do los tres candidatos fueron 
llamados a presentarse ante el 
obispo.

"Reverendísimo Padre, la 
Santa Madre Iglesia les pide 
que ordenen a estos, nuestros 
hermanos, la responsabilidad 
del sacerdocio", declaró el Pa-
dre Leonel Rodríguez-Bazán, 
director de vocaciones de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville.

"¿Sabes que son dignos?" 
preguntó el obispo Flores.

"Después de una investi-
gación entre el pueblo cristiano, 
y por recomendación de los 
responsables, testifico que se 
les ha encontrado dignos", re-
spondió el padre Rodríguez.

"Confiando en la ayuda del 
Señor Dios, y nuestro Salva-
dor Jesucristo, elegimos a estos 
nuestros hermanos, para el or-
den del sacerdocio".

“Gracias a Dios”, respondió 
el padre Rodríguez.

Los tres se volvieron para 
recibir el aplauso de los fieles.

En su homilía, el obispo 
Flores hablo del crecimiento en 
responsabilidad en cada uno de 
ellos.

"... Te llamaron ... (y) re-
spondiste presente, que es real-
mente el resumen de tu camino 
y viaje hasta este momento de 
tu vida", dijo el Obispo Flores. 
Luego agradeció y reconoció a 
sus familias.

Cuando el Obispo Flores 
les presentó el libro del Evan-
gelio que Jesús les dio, les re-
cordó un momento clave en el 

diaconado de los tres, “‘ Este 
es mi evangelio. Esto es lo que 
hablo ", dijo el obispo Flores. “‘ 
Esto es lo que soy. Tómalo."

"Significa en primer lugar 
el Cristo que nos da todo,” dijo 
el Mons. Flores. "La pregunta 
que debemos hacer al recibir 
esto ... una pregunta que ningu-
no de nosotros debería dejar de 
preguntar, es" Señor, ¿qué debo 
hacer con esto"?

"... Este pequeño diálogo 
que hoy podrás continuar con 
el Señor: ‘Recibo esto, Señor. 
Ayúdame a saber por qué me 
lo das ... Porque es un regalo, es 
una gracia. El Señor no da una 
gracia y no da un regalo sin ten-
er la intención de que dé fruto", 
dijo el Mons. Flores.

“El sacrificio de Cristo ... 
no es solo un acto; es él mismo, 
porque Cristo solo se conoce 
realmente cuando está en el 
acto de darse a sí mismo", dijo. 
"Así es como se conoce: se en-
trega. Es un acto: siempre está 
actuando, siempre está hacien-
do algo.

"Y (hoy) te da algo para 
que tú también puedas actuar".

Después de la homilía del 
obispo siguieron más los ritos 
de ordenación.

A medida que la misa se 
acercaba a su fin, cada nue-
vo sacerdote dio su primera 
bendición al Mons. Flores ar-
rodillado ante él. La Misa de 
ordenación concluyó con una 
bendición final para los tres 
del Mons. Flores, quien luego 
anunció sus primeras tareas.

El Padre Joe Luis Hernán-
dez fue nombrado vicario par-
roquial de la Parroquia del 
Espíritu Santo en McAllen; El 
Padre Pedro Hernández fue 
nombrado vicario parroquial 
de la parroquia San Martín de 
Porres en Weslaco; y el Padre 
Moreno fue nombrado vicario 
parroquial en La Parroquia del 
Señor de la Divina Misericordia 
en Brownsville. Los tres sacer-
dotes también fueron nombra-
dos directores asociados de vo-
caciones para la diócesis.

Ordenaciones en tiempos de coronavirus

Paul Binz /The Valley Catholic

Arriba: Recién revestidos de casullas blancas, Padre Robert Moreno Jr., Padre Pedro Hernández y Padre Joe Luis Hernández reciben una bendición del Obispo Daniel E. Flores 
ante el altar durante la Misa de Ordenación el 20 de junio en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de San Juan del Valle –Santuario Nacional. Abajo: Se postran ante el altar en signo 
de humildad y obediencia. Abajo: Los tres comienzan la ordenación como diáconos transitorios, todavía portando sus estolas diaconales.
  

Gracious and loving God, we thank your for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need 
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.
Amen.

Prayer for Priests



Obispo anuncia la reapertura de las iglesias 

Fotos de cortesía

 Por PAUL BINZ
Th e Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE — La 
reapertura de las iglesias en la 
Diócesis de Brownsville después 
de un cierre de dos meses por 
coronavirus produjo mas bien 
un goteo más lento que una av-
alancha de personas que volvier-
on a misa los domingos. Pero el 
repentino aumento en los casos 
en el Valle del Río Grande parece 
haber provocado una retirada 
rápida.

Antes del domingo de Pen-
tecostés las iglesias reabrieron el 
25 de mayo para reanudar la cel-
ebración pública de Misas, pero 
esas primeras misas general-
mente atraían solo un pequeño 
número de almas valientes. 

Los protocolos de reapertu-
ra emitidas por el Mons. Daniel 
E. Flores para mantener a las per-
sonas seguras limitaron la asist-
encia a menos del 50 por ciento 
de capacidad con distanciamien-
to social y cualquier otro banco 
abierto. Aun así, los números que 
asistieron a misa aumentaron 
durante la mayor parte de junio.

El Padre Andrés García, 
pastor de la Parroquia del Espíri-
tu Santo en McAllen, dijo en ju-
nio que cada domingo veía a más 
personas regresar a misa allí.

"Al principio fueron muy 
tentativos", dijo. “Pero cada sem-
ana ha traído más. Ahora incluso 
personas que no hemos visto en 
mucho tiempo han regresado ".

El Padre Joe Villalon de la 
Parroquia Santa Th eresa en San 
Benito dijo a mediados de junio: 
“Estábamos operando bajo la il-
usión de que todos regresarían 
de inmediato. Así que nos prepa-
ramos haciendo espacio adicion-
al afuera en el estacionamiento y 
una pantalla (para video) para el 
desbordamiento, y planifi cando 
Misas adicionales.

"Pero eso no fue lo que pasó. 
Al principio fue muy lento. La 
gente todavía tenía miedo”, dijo. 
“Pero cada vez más vuelven cada 
semana. ¡Y sorprendentemente, 
son nuestros feligreses mayores 
en particular quienes están re-

gresando! "
Tres importantes eventos 

se llevaron a cabo en junio en 
la Basílica de Nuestra Señora 
de San Juan del Valle-Santuar-
io Nacional, con una asistencia 
signifi cativa, aunque mucho más 
pequeña que en años anteriores 
debido a los protocolos de dis-
tanciamiento social. Estos in-
cluyeron la Misa Crismal el 10 de 
junio, la Misa de Ordenación el 
20 de junio y la Misa Azul para 
los primeros respondedores el 24 
de junio.

Unas 500 personas asisti-
eron a la Misa de Ordenación, 
llenando cada espacio disponible 
en la planta baja dentro de las 
pautas de distanciamiento so-
cial, dijo el Padre Jorge Gómez, 
rector de la basílica, que antes de 
la pandemia tenía una capacidad 
de 1,800.

Pero solo unas pocas sema-
nas después de que el Estado de 
Texas reabrió los servicios religi-
osos, negocios y actividades de 
ocio, el número de casos activos 

aumentó dramáticamente en el 
Valle, convirtiéndolo en uno de 
los puntos críticos para infec-
ciones en todo el país.

Rick Treviño, de la Ofi ci-
na de Comunicaciones dioce-
sana, supervisa la transmisión 
en vivo de la misa dominical de 
las 11 a.m. desde la Catedral de 
la Inmaculada Concepción en 
Brownsville. 

Durante el cierre, fue testigo 
de varias semanas de esa misa 
poblada solo por el Mons. Flores, 
el diácono Luis Zuniga, los ser-
vidores, el coro y los lectores. 
Después de la reapertura, ob-
servó que la asistencia aumenta-
ba a varias docenas. Pero con los 
casos del virus ahora disparando 
hacia arriba, solo unas 20 perso-
nas asistieron a la misa del 28 de 
junio en la catedral, dijo Treviño. 
Ese número se redujo a una do-
cena en julio, dijo.

El Mons. Flores dijo que 
continuá observando la situación 
cuidadosamente, pero que no 
tiene planes en este momento 

para cerrar la asistencia a misa 
nuevamente.

“Espero que los números 
mejoren. Lo estoy mirando muy 
de cerca; todos los obispos lo ha-
cen”, dijo. "Pero no, en este mo-
mento, no nos veo moviéndonos 
en esa dirección.

"Lo que es realmente impor-
tante es que la gente tome en se-
rio lo que dicen los funcionarios 
locales: siga todos los protocolos, 
las máscaras, los desinfectantes, 
la distancia, lo que estamos haci-
endo en las iglesias de más allá", 
dijo. “Creo que la gente debería 
responder a lo que dicen los fun-
cionarios locales, permanecer en 
casa lo más posible y seguir los 
protocolos.

"En este momento, estoy 
muy contento de que las parro-
quias estén siendo muy cuidado-
sas con los protocolos. Y las per-
sonas están actuando de manera 
responsable: si no se sienten bien 
o si piensan que han tenido con-
tacto con alguien que tenía el vi-
rus, es mejor que se quedarán en 

casa".
El Mons. Flores citó una 

razón general para mantener abi-
erta la asistencia a la misa, ya sea 
que haya una buena asistencia o 
no.

"Creo que es una señal im-
portante de que continuamos in-
cluso en un nivel (mínimo), inc-
luso si solo unas pocas personas 
pueden participar en la vida de 
la Iglesia, porque eso también es 
parte del recurso espiritual para 
las personas". Y a las personas les 
importa tener esa cercanía”.

Las personas mayores de 65 
años están particularmente en 
riesgo por el coronavirus, aunque 
los recuentos de casos actuales 
incluyen un mayor número de 
personas más jóvenes. Los pro-
tocolos del Mons. Flores in-
cluyen la dispensa continua de 
la asistencia a la misa dominical 
para todos los católicos del Valle 
hasta nuevo aviso, con misas con 
transmsión en vivo disponibles 
en varios medios.

Mons. Daniel E. Flores

Mons. Mario A. Avilés, C.O.

Hermana Norma Pimentel

Lizeth Montoya

Mariela & Juan Jose Trujillo

Sacerdotes y laicos

Anfitriones invitados:

El Horario Incluye

Oración - Rosario,Coronilla de laDivina

Misericordia, AdoraciónEucarística

Musica por Luis Reynoso, Juanjo

de Vuelta En U, y Lolis Flores

Panel de salud mental

Clase de cocina con chef de

Culinary Crossings

Martes,

8 de septiembre de 2020

3 - 8 p.m.

Teletón en vivo
Unidos en Oración

por nuestras parroquias

#RGVPasstheBasket #RGVGivingTuesday #RGVTimeTreasureTalent

#Unidosenoracion #Unitedinprayer

Unámonos como una familia católica compartiendo

nuestro tiempo, talento y tesoro.

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicRGV

Fiesta de la Natividad de la

Santísima Virgen María

En Vivo

Oración inicial con Mons. Daniel E. Flores

Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia y música

Decanato de San Benito

Corresponsabilidad

Decanato de Rio Grande

Actualización y música

Ministerio de jóvenes adultos

Panel de salud mental / Encontrar la paz

Decanato de Brownsville

Caridades Católicas

Rosario y Música

Decanato de Mission

Catequesis

Decanato de Harlingen

Escuelas católicas

Actualización y música

Decanato de Pharr

Ministerio de Vida Familiar

Clase de cocina / demostración

Decanato de Weslaco

Decanato de McAllen/Edinburg

Formación para el ministerio

Resultado final del teletón

Adoración/Bendición y Oración de Clausura

con Mons. Daniel E. Flores

PROGRAMADEL TELETÓN

Llame al (956) 787-8571 o (956) 784-5095

o visite www.cdob.org

www.osvonlinegiving.com/432/DirectDonate/74821

Unidos en Oración

6p.m.

4p.m.

5p.m.

7p.m.

3p.m.

Las misas se reanudaron el 25 de mayo en la Diócesis de Brownsville solo después de que se establecieron protocolos 
estrictos para ayudar a mantener seguros a los fi eles. Como parte de los protocolos, los feligreses deben usar máscaras 
faciales y practicar el distanciamiento social.

Intenciones 
de oración

Por favor envíenos sus
peticiones de oración 
que le gustaría que 
coloquemos ante el 
Santísimo Sacramento en 
la Capilla de Adoración 
Perpetua de San José 
atendida por las Hermanas 
Clarisas Capuchinas en 
San Juan, Texas.

www.cdob.org
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BROWNSVILLE — Re-
tired Deacon Ramon Leal, 88, 
of Brownsville passed away 
Wednesday, July 1, 2020. 

He was ordained to the 
diaconate in May 1990 and 
served at Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Parish in Brownsville for 
many years until his retire-
ment in 2005.

Deacon Leal was born in 
Brownsville on Jan. 18, 1932 
to Ysidro and Matilde Leal. 
At age 17, he left  school to 
help his father with the family 
farm.  He was draft ed in 1952 
and served in the U.S. Army 
in the Korean War, where he 
earned several decorations, 
including the Korean Service 

Medal with two bronze ser-
vice stars, the United Nations 
Service medal, the Combat 
Infantryman badge, and the 
National Defense Service 
medal.  He left  the regular 
army in 1954 as a corporal, 
but continued to serve in the 
U.S. Army Reserve for six 
more years.

Most of his working 
life was spent with farm im-
plement company Aldridge 
Washman and its successors, 
where he rose through the 
ranks to parts manager, a post 
he held until retiring in 2001.

He met his future wife, 
Esmeralda “Alda” Lerma, in 
1954; they wed on June 30, 
1957.  Aft er more than 55 
years of marriage, she passed 
away in 2012. 

Deacon Leal was preced-
ed in death by his parents, his 
wife, and one older sister. He 
is survived by one sister and 
two brothers, and numerous 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Aft er a public rosary on 
July 6, the funeral Mass and 
services were to be private. 

Deacon Ramon Leal
Jan. 1932 - July 1, 2020

Deacon Daniel Zamora
 March 21, 1930 - July 6, 2020

MISSION — Deacon 
Daniel Zamora passed away 
Monday, July 6, 2020. 

Ordained to the Order 
of Deacons May 12, 1990, 
Deacon Zamora served at 
Our Lady of St. John of the 
Fields Parish in Mission. He 
was also a member of the 
Knights of Columbus

Born in Peñitas in 1930, 
he was a veteran and an edu-
cator, serving as an econom-
ics teacher, counselor and 
principal. He was a founding 
member and CEO of the La 
Joya Area Federal Credit 

Union, later serving on the 
LJAFCU board of directors 
until health problems forced 
his retirement. 

He is remembered for 
guiding the credit union 
toward serving the fi nan-
cial needs of young teach-
ers, and the institution now 
serves some 16,000 members 
throughout Hidalgo County, 
with assets of nearly $50 mil-
lion.

“When I was elected as 
a board member nine years 
ago, Mr. Zamora advised me 
to always lead with the mem-
bers needs in mind,” said Be-
linda R. Garcia, chairwoman 
of the LJAFCU Board of Di-
rectors. “As a chairwoman of 
the BOD for a combined sev-
en years, I took that advice 
to heart and remembered his 
words when tough decisions 
had to be made. One time he 
told me, ‘You were elected by 
the people, so always do right 
by them.’”

Funeral services were 
July 11, with interment at 
Valley Memorial Garden in 
Mission.

HARLINGEN — Dea-
con Jesus H. Reyes, 66, passed 
away July 31, 2020 at Harlin-
gen Medical Center. 

Deacon Reyes was or-
dained to the diaconate on 
June 27, 1992. He previously 
served at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, Our Lady of the As-
sumption and St. Anthony 
parishes in Harlingen, and 
most recently at St. Th eresa 
Church in San Benito. 

For the past 12 years, 
he was chaplain for the Di-
ocese of Brownsville’s Offi  ce 
of Health Ministries at Har-
lingen Medical Center, “lead-
ing a team of volunteers that 
loved him.”

Deacon Reyes was “a 

beautiful servant of the Lord,” 
said Yolanda Carrillo, director 
of Health Ministries for the 
diocese. 

“He is a grand loss for 
our department because of his 
wisdom and charity,” Carrillo 
said. “His love for Jesus made 
him so similar to his Master. 
He had an enormous heart, 
just like a child. He was always 
happy and cheerful. He had 
the two most needed quali-
ties to be a good chaplain: He 
knew how to listen and never 
interrupt. Secondly, he never 
judged anyone; for he knew 
Christ was the ultimate Just 
Judge of all creation. 

“His willingness to co-
operate and help others made 
him an excellent team mem-
ber,” Carrillo said.  “As his su-
pervisor, I will cherish every 
memory and lesson learned 
from him. For he infl uenced 
my life, in such a way that 
I learned from him to be a 
humble unique follower of 
Christ. Deacon spread God's 
love with his smile. 

“Our team of chaplains 
will always remember him.”

Funeral arrangements 
were pending at press time.

Deacon Jesus H. Reyes
 Nov. 20, 1953-July 31, 2020

Sister Victoria Pastrano, MCDP
     Jan. 12, 1931- July 10, 2020

SAN ANTONIO — Sis-
ter Victoria Pastrano, MCDP, 
passed away July 10, 2020, in 
San Antonio at the age of 89.

Victoria Pastrano was 
born to Emilio Pastrano and 
Felisa Mojica, Jan. 12, 1931 
in Lockhart, Texas, and was 
baptized Feb. 1, 1931 at St. 
Mary’s Church in Lockhart. 

She entered religious life 
as a Missionary Catechist 
of Divine Providence in San 
Antonio on June 2, 1946; 
professed her fi rst vows on 
March 20, 1948; and fi nal 
vows on Aug. 6, 1954. As a 
dedicated catechist, Sister 
Pastrano, better known as 
“Sister Vicky,” served in nu-
merous parishes in Texas: 
San Antonio (1948-51, 1956-
59), Edcouch (1952-53), El 
Campo (1955), Gonzales 
(1960-62), Dallas (1963-65), 
Brownsville (1967-72, 1975-

76), Alamo (1973-74), San 
Antonio (1976-84) on the 
MCDP Leadership Admin-
istration, Corpus Christi 
(1985-93), and her ministry 
continued in Tomball until 
she returned to San Antonio.

She was co-creator of the 
Master Catechist Program 
with Father Harry Schucken-
brock, OMI, while serving as 
co-director in the Religious 
Education Offi  ce in Browns-
ville in the 1980s. 

Th e program was 
uniquely designed to off er di-
rectors of religious education 
and catechists a three-week 
residential event that inte-
grated the personal, spiritual, 
and theological living experi-
ence of catechesis and is now 
a model for many throughout 
the United States.

She also published a 
book, Teachable Moments of 
the Mexican American, in bi-
lingual form.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, two 
brothers, and four sisters. She 
leaves behind two sisters and 
numerous nephews and niec-
es.

All services were to be 
private. Interment was set for 
San Fernando Cemetery No. 
2 on Castroville Road in San 
Antonio.

Deacon Pedro 
Sanchez

Feb. 18, 1940-                  
Aug. 22, 2020

McALLEN — Deacon 
Pedro Sanchez, 80, passed 
away Saturday, Aug. 22, 
2020 at Solara Hospital in 
McAllen. 

He was born Feb. 18, 
1940 to Pedro Sanchez and 
Demetria Flores. He attend-
ed Edinburg High School.

He was ordained to 
the diaconate on May 12, 
1990, by Bishop John J. Fitz-
patrick. Deacon Sanchez 
served the community of 
St. Margaret Mary Parish in 
Pharr for more than 20 years 
before moving in early 2012 
to Mother Cabrini Parish 
(formerly St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini Parish), in Las Mil-
pas, where he remained un-
til his passing.

He and his wife Cleo-
tilde (Tilly) had seven chil-
dren, Elizabeth, Martin, 
Yvette, San Juanita, Leo 
Dan, Lee Omar and Mario 
Eden, and lived in Pharr. 

Funeral arrangements 
for Deacon Sanchez include 
Mass of Christian Burial at 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1 at 
Mother Cabrini Parish, 8001 
S. Cage Blvd., Pharr, fol-
lowed by interment at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 1 at Palm Val-
ley Memorial Gardens, N. 
Sugar Road in Pharr.

Prayer for the dead

Loving and merciful God, 
we entrust our brother/

sister to your mercy.

You loved him/her greatly 
in this life; now that he/

she is freed from all 
its cares, give him/her       
happiness and peace        

for ever.

 Th e old order has passed 
away; welcome him/

her now into paradise       
where there will be          

no more sorrow,

 No more weeping or pain, 
but only peace and joy 

with Jesus, your Son,  and 
the Holy Spirit for ever 

and ever.

Amen.

Th ough I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, 
no evil would I fear, for you are with me. (Ps 23:4)
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Th e Light of Advent
Gospel Readings  & Refl ections

Reserve your 
copy early

Order online: www.cdob.org
or by email: pbinz@cdob.org

ONLY $6.95
Advance orders: $5

Rev. Thomas G. Kulleck
Feb. 26, 1947-Aug. 13, 2020

BROWNSVILLE — Fa-
ther Th omas G. Kulleck, 73, 
passed away from natural 
causes Aug. 13, 2020.  He was a 
familiar and well-loved fi gure 
at the Chancery in Browns-
ville, serving as Historical 
Archivist and assisting the Di-
ocesan Tribunal of Diocese of 
Brownsville since 2007 until 
his passing.

He was born Feb. 26, 
1947 in Chicago to Alphonse 
and Harriet Kulleck. His reli-
gious studies began at Corpus 
Christi Minor Seminary and 
Christopher College in Cor-
pus Christi.  He completed his 
studies at Assumption Semi-
nary and St. Mary’s Universi-
ty in San Antonio, earning a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology 
in 1969 and a master’s degree 
in theology in 1973.

Father Kulleck was or-
dained Jan. 4, 1974 at St. Pius 
X Church in Weslaco, and 
served in many parishes of the 
diocese. His fi rst assignment 
was as assistant pastor at Mary, 
Mother of the Church Parish in 
Brownsville, followed by three 
years as assistant pastor at Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish 
in Mission. He was pastor at St. 
Cecelia Parish in Los Fresnos 

for nearly fi ve years from 1978 
to 1983; during that time, he 
was also Director of Ecumen-
ism for the diocese. 

Aft er a year of study at the 
Institute for Spiritual Leader-
ship in Chicago in 1983-84, 
he returned to the Rio Grande 
Valley and served as Spiritual 
Consultant to diocesan and 
religious priests from 1985 
to 1995. He also served at St. 
Joseph Parish in Edinburg, St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Pharr, 
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish in McCook, St. Paul Parish 
in Mission — during which 
time he was also chaplain of 
retreats at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-Na-
tional Shrine — and St. Isidore 
Parish in San Isidro. He re-
turned to Mary, Mother of the 
Church Parish in Brownsville 
as weekend parochial vicar 
from 2000 to 2007 before be-
ginning his full-time work at 
the Chancery.  In addition, he 
served at St. Anthony Parish in 
Harlingen, St. Joseph Parish in 
Brownsville and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Parish during 
this time. 

At the time of his pass-
ing, Father Kulleck was also 
Chaplain and in residence at 
the Convent of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament 
in Brownsville.

Father Kulleck was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents. He is survived by his 
brother, James G. Kulleck.

Rites for Father Kulleck 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 15. A 
Mass of Christian Burial is set 
for 10 a.m. at Mary, Mother of 
the Church Parish in Browns-
ville. Interment of Ashes will 
follow at 3 p.m. at Valley Me-
morial Gardens in McAllen.

Opening Prayer with Bishop Flores

Divine Mercy Chaplet & Music

San Benito Deanery

Stewardship

Rio Grande City Deanery

Update & Music

Young Adult & Campus Ministry

Finding Peace/Mental Health Panel

Brownsville Deanery

Catholic Charities

Rosary & Music

Mission Deanery

Catechesis & Home Catechesis Activity

Harlingen Deanery

Catholic Schools

Update & Music

Pharr Deanery

Family Life Ministry

Cooking Class/Demo

Weslaco Deanery

McAllen/Edinburg Deanery

Formation for Ministry

Vocations

Final tally

Adoration/Benediction & Closing Prayer

with Bishop Flores

Please share your prayer
requests that you would like
us to place before the
Blessed Sacrament at the St.
Joseph Chapel of Perpetual
Adoration maintained by
the Capuchin Poor Clare
Nuns in San Juan, Texas.

Prayer Intentions

TELETHONSCHEDULE

Please call (956) 787-8571 or (956) 784-5095

to make a pledge or visit www.cdob.org

www.osvonlinegiving.com/432/DirectDonate/74821

United in Prayer

6p.m.

4p.m.

5p.m.

7p.m.

3p.m.

Respond to the 2020 Census 
today to help your community 
for the next 10 years.

It’s easy to respond online, by phone, or 
by mail. When everyone is counted, our 
communities have the opportunity to get the 
funding they need for things like health care, 
education, emergency services, and more.

For more information, visit: 

2020CENSUS.GOV

Llena el Censo del 2020 hoy 
y ayuda a tu comunidad 
durante los próximos 10 años.

Responder es fácil y lo puedes hacer por internet, 
por teléfono o por correo. Cuando todas las 
personas son contadas, nuestras comunidades 
tienen la oportunidad de recibir los fondos que 
necesitan para cosas como servicios de salud, 
educación, servicios de emergencia y más.

Para más información visita: 

2020CENSUS.GOV/es

D-PO-GP-MU-479

In Th e Light of Advent, Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores invites us to enter into a dialogue with 
God, to respond to His daily Word. “Take 
time during Advent every day to meditate 
on the Gospel,” he says. “Read the readings 
of the day and just meditate on them. Let the 
words enter your mind.”

“Seek a quiet place each day where 
His Word can stir your thoughts 
and considerations.”

Th e Light of Advent includes a collection of Bishop Flores’ essays and poems focused on this 
season of preparation and anticipation. It also includes space for your own refl ections and 
response. Bishop Flores’ own response to the daily readings (as posted on his Twitter feed) are 
interspersed in the book. 

“My deep desire is that Advent be for everyone a time of grace to prepare 
for our Lord Jesus Christ the welcoming that He desires and that He deserves.”

Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
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Recommended by  
SISTER MAUREEN 

CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the 

Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of 

Brownsville

»From the Bookshelf

Length: Paperback 
141 pages
Publication: Ignatius 
Press
Author: Russel Shaw

Religious Identity and Cultural Assimilation 
from John Carrol and Flannery O’Connor.  
Collectively individuals tell the story of the 
building and the shaping of the largest 
religious body in the United States. …
This book explores the ongoing, often 
controversial, efforts of Catholics to work 
out their identity in a secular, sometimes 
hostile, society.  Adults

  

 The Old Mass 
and The New

Format: DVD 
Run time: 69 minutes
Production: Quality 
Films 2012 Director:
Alberto Binetti Randieri 

and Patricia Garcia Pena

El Gran Milagro es una inspiradodra historia 
que revela la experanza y la fe.  Las historia 
qira alrededor de la vida de tres personajes 
en crisis:Monica, Don Chema y Dona Cata.  
Sus historias se entrelazan cuando ellos 
sienten la necesidad por estar en la Iglesia.  
Disponsible en la Ingles, Teens and Adults. 
2016

 El Gran 
Milagro

Format: DVD 
Run time: 30 
minutes 
Production: 
EWTN 2008

Director EWTN, 2008

Animination: This episode explores 
the life, mission, and martyrdom 
of St. Edith Stein, the brilliant 
philosopher and Carmelite nun.  
Children ages 6-12

St. Edith 
Stein

»Worth Watching

Length: Paperback 26 
pages
Publication:  The Feminist 
Press, Books for Children 
1976

Author: Inez Murray

A fi ve-year-old describes the loving and close 
relationship she has with her mother, a mail carrier, 
and also relates some aspects of her mother’s job.  
Bilingual: English/Spanish

My Mother the Mail 
Carrier/Mi Mama 
La Cartera

— 

For a complete 
listing of titles, visit 
the Media Resource 

Center online at 
www.cdob.org/media-

resource-center

1. B) Th e Catechism of the Catholic Church 
explains Catholic doctrine, the Mass and the 
sacraments, morality and prayer.

2. FALSE. Popes don’t write catechisms.
Th ey approve the eff orts of experts — includ-
ing cardinals, bishops and theologians — who 
work for years to write an accurate and com-
plete summary of Church teaching.

3. D) In catechesis, we echo the teachings of 
Christ that come to us through the apostles.

4. A) A universal catechism is an authoritative 
point of reference for the development of 
national or local catechisms and catechetical 
materials throughout the world.

Answers to Test Your Catechism Knowledge
from page 6

Rick Treviño/The Valley Catholic
Father Robert Moreno from the Parish of the Lord of Divine Mercy, left, and Father Joel Flores from 
San Pedro Parish in Brownsville pray with the Blessed Sacrament on the Capilla Movíl July 29 during 
a procession around Valley Regional Hospital in Brownsville for all the coronavirus patients, their 
families and hospital staff. 

Father Greg Labus, left, pastor 
of St. Joseph Parish in Edinburg, 
and Father Juan Manuel Salazar, 
pastor of St. Isidore Parish in San 
Isidro, made a bicycle “ride for 
rain” through the ranch coun-
try from McCook to San Isidro 
on May 15, the feast day of St. 
Isidore. As the culmination of 
a nine-day Novena, the priests 
prayed for relief for the ranchers 
and farmers in the area, whose 
land and livestock were suffering 
from drought at the time. 

Blessed Sacrament visits hospital

Ride for Rain in the ranch country

Lolis Flores /The Valley Catholic

Courtesy photo

terapia.
Según algunas investigaciones y 

artículos que leí, hay varias sugerencias 
que podemos intentar. Además de los ya 
mencionados, estos son algunos más:

1. Centrarse en la gratitud. Escribe 
cinco bendiciones cada día. 2. Desar-
rollar una red de apoyo. Personas con 
las que puedes hablar y que pueden 
ayudarte. 3. Prueba la aromaterapia. 
Lavanda, manzanilla e incienso son 
algunos aceites esenciales recomenda-
dos. 4. Trabaja con tus manos. Lave los 
platos, planta, teja, construya algo. Los 
neurólogos han estudiado cómo el mov-
imiento repetitivo de nuestras manos 
compromete nuestros cerebros y cambia 
la neuroquímica de nuestro cerebro. 5. 
Practica actos de bondad casuales.

Este último siempre mejora mi 

estado de ánimo cuando puedo hacer 
algo amable y agradable e inesperado 
por otro. A veces es llevar globos o 
fl ores frescas a un amigo. Atesoro esos 
momentos en que otros han hecho lo 
mismo por mí. Hace años, una amiga 
me regaló un ramo de kalanchoes (tipo 
de fl or) rojos de su jardín; Los tallos 
envueltos en los cómics (periódico) 
del domingo y atados con una cuerda. 
Incluso el recuerdo de esa sorpresa 
inesperada invita una sonrisa cada vez 
que lo recuerdo. 

Si. Todavía habrá algunos días 
llenos de nubes, donde la alegría parece 
estar fuera de alcance. En esos días, 
recordemos el amor de Dios. Apunta 
a la luz de las promesas de Dios. “Es el 
Señor quien va delante de ti; él estará 
contigo y nunca te fallará ni te aban-
donará. Así que no temas ni te desani-
mes” (Dt 31:8). Recordemos también, la 
resurrección.

Emociones
continúa de pág. 18

Evening of Prayer Father Eusebio Martinez, a chaplain 
at Valley Baptist Medical Center in Brownsville, joined 
with other priests from parishes in Brownsville Aug. 14 
for a Healing Night of Prayer. They led a procession with 
the Blessed Sacrament around the premises of the 
Hospital to pray for all those who are ill, all healthcare 
workers, and all who work in health care facilities. 
https://www.facebook.com/128264227192252/
videos/224303318906553
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Th is is 

something 

we do from 

the heart.”

Doris De Leon 
Rio Grande 
Valley-area 
president of the 
Legion of Mary

“

Our Catholic Family

Legion of Mary 
quietly works
the peripheries

Top: Doris De Leon of Mission has led the Rio Grande Valley’s Legion of Mary into 
new areas of service to the marginalized during her time as president of the lay 
apostolic association of Catholics. Below: De Leon pauses at a shrine to Our Lady.

R. Daniel Cavazos/The Valley Catholic

Reaching 
out to 
the margins

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
      Th e Valley Catholic

MISSION — Doris De Leon de-
scribes herself as someone who likes to 
get things done quietly and out of the 
public light.

It’s an ideal attribute for someone 
who is the Rio Grande Valley-area pres-
ident of the Legion of Mary, a lay apos-
tolic association of Catholics. De Leon is 
in the waning months of her last term as 
the association’s president in the Diocese 
of Brownsville. 

She has led eff orts to grow the Le-
gion into more of the parishes of the di-
ocese. Legion members participate in the 
life of their parish through visiting fami-
lies and the sick, both in their homes and 
in hospitals, and in places where there are 
distressed people who need help. Th e Le-
gion’s ministry is done with the support 
of parish priests backing their ongoing 
eff orts. 

“We work in parishes with the priest 
to help cover the needs of the parish,” said 
De Leon, who lives in Mission. “Th ere is a 
joy in working with others to help others.”

Th e Legion of Mary is a worldwide 
organization which got its start in 1921 
in Ireland. Th e Legion works under the 
authority of bishops and priests in the 
mission of the Church. Th e Legion is 
located in 15 parishes of the Diocese of 
Brownsville. Th e association has grown 
to include parishes in Rio Grande City, 
San Carlos and Faysville during De Leon’s 
term as president.

Each legion in the individual par-
ishes is required to do at least two hours 
of ministry work weekly. A local Legion 

president leads the eff orts in each parish, and 
these report to De Leon. Her own home parish 
is Sacred Heart Church in downtown McAllen. 

From her Mission home, De Leon de-
scribed the calling she felt to work in the min-
istry, and the inspiration she received from 
her mother, who worked in the Legion in her 

hometown of Monterrey, Mexico.
“It has been a blessing for me and my 

family,” she said of the Legion ministry. “It 
has been beautiful. It has changed our lives.”

De Leon sees the Legion as an associ-
ation that will go where few others would 
venture.

“We try to reach those on the margins,” 
she said. “Th e person no one else will see, 
but we will.”

Seeing the sick and off ering prayers is 
a central tenet of what the Legion does, as 
is seeking solace and comfort in the Gospel. 
In De Leon’s view, so is seeking out those 
suff ering from addictions and personal 
problems. 

“Th is is something we do from the 
heart,’’ she said. “People will know what you 
do without the need to tell everyone.”

De Leon’s description of this ministry 
matches the mission detailed on the Le-
gion’s main website. 

“Th e Legion must, as a fi rst principle, 
set out to establish a contact of some sort 
with every soul everywhere,” it says. “Seeing 
and serving Christ in the sick and margin-
alized is another vital part of the legionary 
apostolate.”
De Leon is proud of the Legion’s growth in 

the diocese. She looks forward to the ministry 
doing more in the Valley in the years ahead.

“I want to leave an open door so the next 
president can continue to do what we’ve done 
and continue to grow it,” she said.

“… Th is little dialogue 
which today you will be able to 
continue with the Lord: ‘I receive 
this, Lord. Help me to learn why 
you give it to me … Porque es 
un regalo, es una gracia. Th e 
Lord doesn’t give a grace and 
he doesn’t give a gift  without in-
tending it to bear fruit,” Bishop 
Flores said. “El porque. Th e why. 

“Th e sacrifi ce of Christ … 
is not just an act; it is himself, 
because Christ is only known 
really when he’s in the act of giv-
ing himself,” he said. “Th at’s how 
he’s known — he gives himself. 
It’s an act: he’s always acting, he’s 
always doing something.

“And (today) he gives you 
something so that you can act, 
too.”

More rites of ordination fol-

lowed the bishop’s homily. 
“My dear sons, before you 

enter the order of the priest-
hood, you must declare before 
the people your intention to 
undertake this offi  ce,” Bishop 
Flores declared.

Among their vows:

“Do you resolve, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to dis-
charge without fail the offi  ce of 
the priesthood in the presbyteral 
rank as worthy fellow workers 
with the order of bishops in car-
ing for the Lord’s fl ock?”

“Do you resolve to exercise 
the ministry of the word wor-
thily and wisely, preaching the 
Gospel and teaching the Catho-
lic faith?”

“Do you resolve to celebrate 
faithfully and reverently in ac-
cord with the Church’s tradition 
the mysteries of Christ, especial-
ly the sacrifi ce of the Eucharist 

and the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion for the glory of God and the 
sanctifi cation of the Christian 
people?”

“Do you resolve to implore 
with us God’s mercy upon the 
people entrusted to your care by 
observing the command to pray 
without ceasing?”

“Do you resolve to be unit-
ed more closely every day to 
Christ the High Priest, who of-
fered himself for us to the Father 
as a pure sacrifi ce and with him 
to consecrate yourselves to God 
for the salvation of all?”

To all but the last, they re-
plied, “I do,” and to the last they 
responded, “I do, with the help 
of God.”

Th e three then took a vow 
of obedience to the bishop him-
self, and to his offi  ce.

“Do you promise respect 
and obedience to me and to my 
successors?”

“May God who has begun 

the good work in you bring it to 
fulfi lment.”

“My dear people, let us pray 
that God the all-powerful Father 
will pour out abundantly the 
gift s of heaven on these, his serv-
ants whom he has chosen for the 
offi  ce of priests.”

Next, the three prostrated 
themselves before the altar in 
humility and obedience as a lita-
ny of the saints was chanted. 

Rising aft er the litany, they 
presented themselves in turn to 
Bishop Flores, who placed his 
hands on the head of each. Aft er 
that, with a traditional embrace 
precluded by the pandemic pro-
tocols, a succession of the dio-
cese’s priests placed their hands 
upon the heads of the three. 
Th ey then surrendered their 
deacon’s stoles and were vested 
with new white chasubles be-
fore presenting themselves again 
to Bishop Flores to have their 
hands anointed, and to receive 

the chalices he talked about in 
his homily. Receiving his bless-
ing, the three were now fully 
ordained in the priesthood and 
joined him in concelebrating the 
Mass.

As the Mass neared its end, 
each new priest in turn gave his 
fi rst blessing to Bishop Flores 
kneeling before him. Th e ordi-
nation Mass concluded with a 
fi nal blessing for the three from 
Bishop Flores, who then an-
nounced their fi rst assignments.

Father Joe Luis Hernandez 
was appointed parochial vicar 
of Holy Spirit Parish in McAl-
len; Father Pedro Hernandez 
was named parochial vicar of 
San Martin de Porres Parish in 
Weslaco; and Father Moreno 
was named parochial vicar at 
Th e Parish of the Lord of Divine 
Mercy in Brownsville. Th e three 
priests were also appointed asso-
ciate directors of vocations for 
the diocese.

Ordinations
continued from pg.1


