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Diocese, Valley Interfaith team up to offer a new kind of ID
By PAUL BINZ | The Valley Catholic

PHARR — Bishop Daniel E. Flores joined 
Valley Interfaith leaders Sept. 24 in Las Milpas 
to introduce the “parish identification strategy,” a 
program to provide all members of Diocese of 
Brownsville parishes a way to identify 
themselves to local law enforcement 
regardless of their legal documentation 
or status.

Speaking to a packed room of nearly 
500 people at the Pharr Research and 
Development Center in Las Milpas, Bishop 
Flores said the need for identification has a 
profound significance in people’s lives – and 
more so for the marginalized immigrant.

“I would like to emphasize that the 
ID means something more than simply its 
implication that you have an identification, an 
address, a picture or something to show perhaps 
if you’re stopped at a red light or for some other 
reason,” Bishop Flores said. “It means something 

much deeper: ‘I belong to a parish, and so in this 
community, I am not living in the shadows.’”

Several local officials joined in the effort, 
including police chiefs and officials from Pharr, 
Edinburg and McAllen. Emceeing the event, 

Oblate Father Kevin Collins, pastor 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in 
Brownsville, asked them to respond to 
three questions: 

“While we know there is no 
substitute for a government-issued ID, 
could an officer in their discretion 
accept a photo ID – for example, of 
a school or a church ID – in order to 
identify themselves? That’s first.” 

“Second, will you train your 
police officers to recognize multiple 

forms of ID?”
“Third, will you continue to work with us to 

build trust and to address crime together?”
In turn, Edinburg Police Chief Cesar Torres, 

» Please see Identification p.2
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As Bishop Daniel E. Flores looks on, Sister Norma Pimentel, director of Catholic 
Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, unveils a check for $10,000 from her agency to 
help fund a new program to issue ID cards from parishes.

God-sent
companions

The Valley Catholic

Oct. 2
Feast of the Guardian Angels

“See, I am sending an angel before 
you, to guard you on the way and bring 
you to the place I have prepared. Be 
attentive to him and obey him.”
(Exodus 23: 20-21)”

Angels along Ponte Sant’Angelo over the 
Tiber River in Rome hold instruments of 
Christ’s Passion. 

For more on guardian angels, please see 
“Women en la Frontera” on Page 4.
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By MICHAEL SWARTZ
The Valley Catholic

HARLINGEN — Motorists 
driving around Harlingen can 
now tune into Catholic Christian 
radio, broadcasting on 99.9 FM 
(KHQR-LP) in English.

In addition, Catholic radio 
is now on the air in Spanish 
throughout the Rio Grande 
Valley, on 88.9 FM in Cameron 
County and on 88.1 FM in 
Hidalgo County (through 
Relevant Radio).

The new radio stations — 
all of which broadcast Catholic 
radio 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week – represent a significant 
expansion of Catholic radio 
in the Valley, especially for 
Cameron and Hidalgo counties.  

In Starr County, a pioneering 
Catholic radio station has been 
broadcasting for several years in 

Rio Grande City, KSGS-LP 99.9 
FM “Good News Catholic Radio,” 
which was started by the sisters 
of the Benedictine Monastery of 
the Good Shepherd.

 Catholic radio is also 
available nationwide through the 
SiriusXM satellite radio system, 
channels 129 and 130. 

The mission of Catholic 
radio includes promoting prayer 
and the Gospel through the 
radio.  Radio broadcasts are 
intended to bring the Gospel 
message to many people in an 
“unthreatening” way, including 
those who may not go to church 
or have been away from church 
for many years … but who may 
listen in to the radio in the 
privacy of their own vehicle.  

The outreach of Catholic 
Christian radio is in the spirit of 
St. Pope John Paul II, who before 
the turn of the century stated, 

“Perhaps one of the finest gifts 
which we could offer to Jesus 
Christ on the 2000th anniversary 
of His birth would be that the 
Good News will at last be made 
known to every person in the 
world ... the communications 
media make that theoretically 
possible; we, by God’s grace, 
must make it a reality.” 

The new Catholic radio 
station on 99.9 FM in Harlingen 
is a low-power FM station 
operated by the Prayer Well 
Educational Association, Inc. of 
Harlingen. Officers of the Prayer 
Well Educational Association 
include Robert Holder, a 
parishioner at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Harlingen; 
Rachel Riano, a parishioner 
at Queen of Peace Church in 
Harlingen; and Rita Kelly, a 
parishioner at St. Francis Xavier 
Church in La Feria.

Catholic radio on air in Harlingen in 
English, throughout Valley in Spanish
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Pharr Police Chief Jose Luengo 
and McAllen Police Captain 
Irene Luna all agreed, affirming 
broad governmental support at 
the local level.

The parish ID program 
originated about a year and a 
half ago in Farmers Branch, a 
suburb of Dallas.

“They noticed that very few 
people were going to Mass,” said 
Joe Hinojosa of Valley Interfaith 
and a parishioner at Holy Spirit 
Parish in McAllen, recounting 
the origins of the program. 
“They asked the people why, 
and they said they were afraid to 
leave their homes.”

So many of the residents of 

the city were undocumented, 
they seldom ventured out 
other than to go to work or to 
the grocery store, and avoided 
contact with police even when 
they became victims of crime.

The police chief there was 
asked if his department would 
accept a local parish ID with 
photo, name and address, and 
the chief said yes, Hinojosa said.

Today, some 10,000 people 
in the Dallas area are carrying 
the parish ID cards, Father 
Collins said.

A similar situation exists in 
the Valley.

“We spoke with immigrant 
members of our parish, St. 
Eugene (de Mazenod),” Rosie 
Hinojosa, a Valley Interfaith 
leader from Brownsville, said. 
“They are afraid to drop off 
their children at school or buy 

groceries.
“When we asked them what 

they most need, they told us they 
need an identification,” she said. 
“Now that they know the diocese 
and their parishes are working 
with them on this strategy, we 
see hope in their faces.”

Father Collins explained the 
card’s limitations to the crowd.

“The ID is not a get-out-of-
jail free card; it does not give you 
permission to drive; it is not a 
government ID in any way,” he 
said.  “It is simply an ID that says 
you are a member of the parish 
that’s on there; your date of birth 
is there; your address is there. It 
expires. You must be a member 
of the church at least three 
months ahead of time before an 
ID will be issued.”

During the meeting, Sister 
Norma Pimentel, director of 

Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley, presented a 
check for $10,000 from that 
organization as starter money to 
finance the program. 

Those issuing the card 
will not be limited to Catholic 
parishes, Father Collins said. 
Other denominations and 
organizations will also be able to 
participate in the program.

“Too much of the focus 
is on the national and state 
conversation regarding 
immigration,” said Franciscan 
Father Tom Luczak, pastor of 
Holy Family Parish in Edinburg. 
“This is a local strategy that 
gives my own parishioners the 
dignity of being able to identify 
themselves to a police officer.

“This will positively affect 
them. That is what excites me,” 
Father Luczak said.

Identification
continued from pg. 1
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Bishop Daniel E. Flores, above, 
spoke about the deeper implications 
of identity at the Sept. 24 meeting 
introducing parish ID cards. Father 
Kevin Collins, below far left, 
detailed the card’s restrictions. Law 
enforcement officials, below center, 
from three Hidalgo County cities were 
on hand to endorse the program as 
a crowd estimated at 450 people 
packed the Pharr Research and 
Development Center in Las Milpas.

Paul Binz | The Valley Catholic

A new low-power Catholic radio station is now broadcasting in Harlingen, on 
99.9 FM in English.  Above, Dr. Robert Holder, left, president of the Prayer Well 
Educational Association, Inc., which operates KHQR-LP, thanks Robert Martinez, 
Financial Secretary of Knights of Columbus Council #2785 in Harlingen, for the 
Knights’ support of Catholic radio. 
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EDINBURG — The 26th 
annual Red Mass, which 
celebrates the legal profession, 
is scheduled at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 at Holy 
Family Church, 1302 E. 
Champion St. in Edinburg.

A procession will begin from 
Edinburg Memorial Park and 
proceed to the church. Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores will celebrate 
the Mass and offer a blessing 
to all protectors and admin-
istrators of the law, including 

lawyers, judges, government of-
ficials and law enforcement, as 
well as their families and sup-
port staffs. The Mass is open to 
people of all faiths. 

The Red Mass is a time-hon-
ored tradition in the Catholic 
Church that dates back to 13th 
century Paris. The celebrant, 
concelebrants, deacons and 
honored guests enter the church 
in procession wearing red vest-
ments or red clothing, symboliz-
ing the Holy Spirit’s role in guid-
ing those who seek and pursue 
justice in their daily lives. 

The Red Mass, held annually 
in the fall in the Rio Grande Val-
ley, usually alternating between 
Hidalgo and Cameron counties. 
The theme chosen by this year’s 
committee, led by Judge Renee 
Rodriguez-Betancourt from the 
449th state District Court, fo-
cuses on caring for families and 
the elderly.

For more information on 
the Red Mass, please contact 
Melissa Flores at (956) 381-0744 
or via email melissa.flores@
co.hidalgo.tx.us.

Legal community readies 
for Red Mass on Oct. 23
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SAN JUAN — This year’s 
White Mass and conference will 
deal with in vitro fertilization, 
a method of artificially assisted 
conception.

The White Mass, an annual 
event honoring and blessing the 
Rio Grande Valley’s health care 
professionals, is set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at St. Anthony 
Church in Harlingen. Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores will celebrate 
the Mass.

“The White Mass is a special 
blessing for all those in the 
medical field who provide health 
care services: Doctors, nurses, 
therapists, phlebotomists,” said 
Yolanda Carrillo, director of the 
Diocese of Brownsville’s Health 
Ministries, which sponsors the 
White Mass and Conference. 

The conference after the 
White Mass addresses in vitro 
fertilization and its relation to 
Catholic beliefs. 

In vitro fertilization (IVF) 

“is the most effective form of 
assisted reproductive techno-
logy,” according to the website 
of the Mayo Clinic, a nonprofit 
academic medical center in 
Rochester, Minnesota focused 
on integrated clinical practice, 
education, and research. It is a 
complex series of procedures 
used to help with fertility or 
prevent genetic problems and 
assist with the conception of a 
child, the Mayo Clinic website 
states. 

During the IVF process, 
a human egg is “combined 
with sperm outside the body, 
in vitro (‘in glass’), according 
to Wikipedia. “… After the 
fertilized egg (zygote) undergoes 

embryo culture for 2–6 days, 
it is implanted in the same or 
another woman’s uterus, with 
the intention of establishing a 
successful pregnancy.

“IVF is a type of assisted 
reproductive technology 
used for infertility treatment 
and gestational surrogacy. A 
fertilized egg may be implanted 
into a surrogate’s uterus, and 
the resulting child is genetically 
unrelated to the surrogate,” 
Wikipedia notes.

Such a process conflicts with 
Catholic beliefs as stated by the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic 
Health Care Services. Directive 
No. 41 says, “Homologous 
artificial fertilization (that is, any 
technique use (sic) to achieve 
conception using the gametes 
of the two spouses joined in 
marriage) is prohibited when 
it separates procreation from 
the marital act in its unitive 
significance …”

The keynote speaker at 
this year’s conference is Father 
Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
whose nationally syndicated 
newspaper column on bioethics 
appears monthly in The Valley 
Catholic.  In vitro fertilization 
and related topics are frequent 

subjects of Father Pacholczyk’s 
columns.

Father Pacholczyk, or 
Father Tad, as he is known, is 
the director of education at The 
National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia and 
directs the Center’s National 
Catholic Certification Program 
in Health Care Ethics. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Massachusetts who writes and 
speaks widely on bioethics and 
medical ethics

The second presenter is Dr. 
Stephen Robinson, a family 
physician of Harlingen. Dr. 
Robinson is the founder and 
executive director of Culture 
of Life Ministries, a Harlingen-
based healing ministry 
dedicated to promoting lifelong 
health. This organization offers 
medical services free of charge, 
excluding procedures not 
conforming to the culture of 
life, including contraception, 
abortion, sterilization, and 
physician-assisted suicide.

The White Mass and 
conference is free, and all 
Valley health care professionals 
are invited to participate. The 
diocesan Health Ministries 
Office asks that reservations be 
made by calling (956) 784-5007.

‘Father Tad’ to speak at White Mass

Catholic News Service 

CHICAGO — Catholic 
Extension announced the 
11 finalists for its 2019-2020 
Lumen Christi Award Sept. 
10, saying they include Oblate 
Father Roy Lee Snipes, pastor 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church in Mission, the 
“Cowboy Priest” who became 
“an unlikely national icon at 
the nation’s southern border.”

Father Snipes has long op-
posed the border wall to be 
built on the edge of his par-
ish along the Rio Grande. The 
wall also threatens to isolate 
historic La Lomita chapel, the 
mother church of the parish 
from which the city of Mission 
draws its name. 

Also up for the award is a 
group of “angels” in Laredo 
who feed and minister to the 
poorest of the poor.

The finalists also include 
a retired Army officer who 
sprang into service after Hur-
ricane Michael hit the Florida 
Panhandle, eventually helping 
lead response efforts to five dis-
tribution sites serving 81,000 
individuals over seven weeks.

The award, which is Latin 
for “Light of Christ,” is now in 
its 42nd year and is the highest 
honor bestowed by the Chica-
go-based papal society.

Catholic Extension raises 
and distributes funds to sup-
port U.S. mission dioceses, 
many of which are rural, cover 
a large geographic area, and 
have limited personnel and 
pastoral resources. It has been 
supporting the work and min-
istries of these mission dioceses 
since its founding in 1905.

The group of 11 was chosen 
from 48 nominees announced 
Aug. 20. Each nominee re-
ceives $1,000 in support of 
his or her ministry. The Lu-
men Christi Award recipient is 
given a $50,000 grant, with the 
honoree and nominating dio-
cese each receiving $25,000 to 
enhance their community and 
ministry.

The other finalists are: 
Santa Monica Angels, Diocese 
of Laredo, Texas; Deacon John 
Archer, Archdiocese of Mobile, 
Alabama; Dominican Sister 
Barbara Bogenschutz, Diocese 
of Rapid City, South Dakota; 
Deacon Don Bouchard, Dio-
cese of Kalamazoo, Michigan; 
Andy Cornett, Diocese of 
Pensacola-Tallahassee, Florida; 
Glenmary Home Missioners 
Priests and Brothers, Diocese 
of Knoxville, Tennessee; Mike 
Hentges and Steve Smith, Dio-
cese of Jefferson City, Missouri; 
Father Fabian Marquez, Dio-
cese of El Paso, Texas; Mack 
McCarter, Diocese of Shreve-
port, Louisiana; and Father 
Omar Soto Torres, Diocese of 
Ponce, Puerto Rico.

Father Snipes 
among Lumen 
Christi finalists

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk

In vitro 
fertilization 
tops agenda

Courtesy Photos | Diocese of Matamoros

The bishops from the Texas-Mexico border held their 
semi-annual meeting in Matamoros, Tamaulipas, 
Mexico from Aug. 30 to Sept. 1, focusing on 
migrants and youths. On Aug. 31, the bishops 
celebrated Mass along the edges of the Rio Grande, 
which they offered for living and deceased migrants. 
They concluded their meeting Sept. 1 with a Mass at 
the Matamoros Cathedral. At the conclusion of their 
meeting they issued a joint statement declaring, 
“We will continue to advocate for the human rights 
of the poor and migrants, particularly children 
and adolescents, insisting upon the governments 
of the United States, Mexico, Canada, Central 
America and the Caribbean, of the urgent need 
to create a geographical area with the conditions 
necessary to offer everyone the possibility of 
integral development, and a dignified and peaceful 
life.” Bishops from the following archdioceses and 
dioceses participated: San Antonio, San Angelo, 
El Paso, Laredo, Brownsville, Ciudad Juárez, Nuevo 
Casas Grandes, Piedras Negras, Saltillo, Nuevo 
Laredo, Linares and Matamoros.

Border bishops 
meet in Matamoros
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We cannot see them, but they are always 
present – our guardian angels. From 
the moment of our birth, God assigned 

an angel to each person to accompany us at every 
moment of our lives.

Because they are invisible, it might be easy to take 
them for granted, or worse, forget they are present.

When was the last time you said thank you to 
your guardian angel?

I am guilty of often taking my guardian angel 
for granted. Some say I often stress mine out in the 
course of my day-to-day doings.

On Oct. 2, the Memorial of the Guardian 
Angels, the universal Church celebrates the gift of 
the spiritual realm present before us, a gift the Lord 
provides to help us on our faith journey. A few days 
prior on Sept. 29, we celebrated the feast of the 
Archangel Michael. On both days we recognize that 
God created “all things visible and invisible.” As St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux said in a sermon about the 
guardian angels, “Remember that the presence of 
something is not proved only by the sight of things.”

The angels – billions of them in the world, 
uncountable actually, are God’s messengers, the 
unseen of our faith. They are ever at our side to 
help us in countless ways. They help us to pray, to 
grow in understanding in our faith, to repentance 
for our sins, and from falling prey to sin or negative 
thoughts; they protect us from physical and spiritual 
harm.  

We should keep in mind when a loved one 
dies they do not become angels who watch over us 
from heaven. Rather, they join the communion of 
saints. As noted in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, “From its beginning until death, human 
life is surrounded by their angels’ watchful care and 
intercession. Beside each believer stands an angel as 
protector and shepherd leading him to life. Already 
here on earth the Christian life shares by faith in the 
blessed company of angels and men united in God.” 
336

Remember the old cartoons where a winged 
angel was depicted standing on the right shoulder 
encouraging his human to do good, while a demon 
character stood on the left shoulder pushing for 

the opposite? Everywhere we go, our invisible 
companion goes with us, helping us make the best 
choices, those which will be pleasing to God. It is up 
to us how involved our angel is in our lives. 

Father Chad Ripperger, a priest of the Society of 
the Most Sorrowful Mother, the Doloran Fathers in 
the Archdiocese of Denver, said in a lecture a few 
years ago, the angels are more active in our lives than 
we realize. How active they are is determined by two 
factors: The first, by God, and the second by us, by 
how actively we involve them.

From an early age, St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina 
was acutely aware of his angel. There are countless 
stories of how he could also listen to others’ guardian 
angels who brought him prayers on their human’s 
behalf. St. Pio said these celestial beings traveled 
faster than planes, thus they could deliver messages 
more quickly.

In a letter to his spiritual daughter, Raffaelina 
Cerase, he writes, “What a consolation it is to know 
one is always in the care of a celestial spirit, who 
does not abandon us (how admirable) even when 
we disgust God! How sweet is this great truth for the 
believer!”

It should give us great comfort to know we are 
never alone. Think of the moments when you felt 
certain your guardian angel helped you in some way. 
I can certainly think of several, particularly during 
one of my travels when walking alone on an isolated 
street. But, given our free will, we sometimes don’t 
listen to our angels. I am sad to confess there were 
times I ignored my angel, times when I made him 
cringe and look away by the decisions I made.

To get our guardian angels more involved in 
our lives, Father Ripperger said we need to foster a 
relationship with them and ask them to help us. Also, 
show them acts of devotion. Pray to your guardian 
angel, and be sure to thank him regularly, he said.

You can ask them to guide your dreams, help you 
remember things, help you to pray. There is much 
more that can be written about the angels as “the 
whole life of the Church benefits from the mysterious 
and powerful help of angels.” (CCC 334).

While we are not supernatural beings, we can 

Our guardian angels:
Don’t take them for granted

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of The 
Valley Catholic

»Women               
en la     
Frontera

October and Mary − ‘full of grace’

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

It is a wonder to recall that Scripture tells us that 
John the Baptist leapt in the womb of Eliza-
beth when Mary entered their home. Jesus, the 

Son of God, our Lord and Savior was “resting” in 
his mother’s womb. Mary was and is truly “Full of 
Grace!” “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, 
“Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb!” Luke 1: 41-42. 

For many of us Catholics, it might be easy to for-
get how significant those words are for our redemp-
tion and for our daily lives. If we pray the rosary on a 
regular basis, the words can perhaps become routine 
— which does not take away from the meaning. But 
how profound they can be when we reflect on them.

During the month of October, the Church 
remembers Mary in a special way, both as Mother 
of God and as our mother. We celebrate  the feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary  on Oct. 7.  

It is common to see rosaries hanging on rearview 
mirrors, and we can easily assume that the driver is 
Catholic and has a devotion to the rosary. I recall a 
priest at the Basilica inviting people to remember to 
use that rosary often when driving to and from work. 
It is a good reminder for all of us that profess a faith 
in meditating on the mysteries of the rosary and/

or perhaps asking Mother Mary to intercede 
for us to her son Jesus for intentions that 
are in our hearts. We believe that Jesus, like 

all good sons, listens to his mother and re-
sponds as he did at the wedding feast of Cana when 

he turned water into wine for that precious bride and 
groom who found themselves short of spirits.

Although there are  differing views on the history 
of the Rosary, there are some common elements: 
1. “The use of knotted prayer ropes in Christianity 

goes back to the Desert Fathers in the 3rd and 
early 4th centuries.

2. The period after the First Council of Ephesus in 
431 witnessed gradual growth in the use of Mar-

ian prayers during the Middle Ages. 
3. According to some Catholic traditions, the Ro-

sary was given to St. Dominic in a vision of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

4. Some historians see a more gradual development 
for the Rosary, in that the repetition of Mar-
ian prayers which form the basis of the Rosary 
needed counting devices, which resulted in the 
modern form of the Rosary prayed on beads.”
Also, there are so many different devotions to 

Mary, connected to either an apparition or to a par-
ticular aspect of Mary’s role as mother, or protector, 
or redeemer. 

Recently, I attended a one-week course on “The-
ology of the Body” in Ohio. The professor referred 
to a Unity Cross when he spoke about Mary as co-
redeemer with Christ. I was fascinated by that image 
and later looked up its background.

Apparently it comes from the Schoenstatt Move-
ment. Their website states that “the Unity Cross has 
become one of the most characteristic symbols of 
their Movement.  Three symbols can be seen on 
it:  the image of Christ, the image of Mary and the 
Father Symbol.  The Unity Cross expresses the bi-
unity that Schoenstatt wants to proclaim:  Christ is 
inseparable from Mary and Mary is inseparable from 
Christ.  The Father Symbol at the cusp of the cross 
illuminates everything:  Christ and Mary rest in the 
Father, in the cross that the Father has determined in 
his plan of love, as the way of redemption.  Moreover, 
Christ and Mary have a unique posture:  they are 
alive and they are mutually looking at one another in 
a profound dialogue of Mother and Son.  The blood 
that Mary gathers with his chalice emanates from 
Christ’s side.  The fact that they are alive is not only 
symbolic; rather, it further makes a truth of faith 
evident:  On the cross, Christ and Mary, as well as in 
reality, are presently alive in a glorious body.”

During this month of October, may our Blessed 
Mother Mary, truly full of grace, intercede for each of 
our families.

»Family Life

“An 
unexamined 
life is not 
worth living.” 

-Plato

OCT. 6 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

HAB 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Responsorial Psalm
PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

Reading 2
2 TM 1:6-8, 13-14

Alleluia
1 PT 1:25

 
Gospel

LK 17:5-10

OCT. 13 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

2 KGS 5:14-17 
Responsorial Psalm

PS 98:1, 2-3, 3-4
Reading 2

2 TM 2:8-13
Alleluia

1 THES 5:18
Gospel

LK 17:11-19

OCT. 20 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in

Ordinary Time
  Reading 1
EX 17:8-13

Responsorial Psalm
PS 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

Reading 2
2 TM 3:14-4:2

Alleluia
HEB 4:12

Gospel
LK 18:1-8

OCT. 27 
Thirtieth Sunday in

Ordinary Time
Reading 1

SIR 35:12-14, 16-18
Responsorial Psalm

PS 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23
Reading 2

2 TM 4:6-8, 16-18
Alleluia

2 COR 5:19 
Gospel

LK 18:9-14

»Sunday
Readings

The Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church

» Please see Angels p.7

The Valley Catholic

The Diocese of Brownsville 
Office of Communication is 
hosting a Mobile Journalism 
Workshop and Challenge on 
Saturday, Oct. 12 in Mission.

The workshop begins at 9 
a.m. at St Juan Diego Church, 7 
Mile Line and Western Ave. in 
Mission (Colonia El Flaco).

Participants must have a 
smart phone or tablet to benefit 
fully from the workshop.

Workshop sessions include 
the basics of photography, the art 
of storytelling, interview skills 
and an overview of editing apps 
and mobile journalism tools. 
During the fast-paced, hands-on 
workshop, participants will be 
challenged to produce a two-to-
three-minute video using only 
their smart phones or tablets. 

Space is limited. Early 
registration is $20. For more 
information, call (956) 784-5055 
or visit www.cdob.org

Mobile Journalism 
Workshop, 

Challenge Oct. 12



Francis Xavier Seelos was 
born in Fussen, Germany, in 
1819.

He entered the diocesan 
seminary of Augsburg after 
completing studies in phi-
losophy. Upon learning of the 
charism and missionary activity 
of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, he decided to 
join and go to North America. 
He arrived in the United States 
in 1843, entered the Redemptor-
ist novitiate and completed his 
theological studies, being or-
dained a priest on Dec. 22, 1844. 

He began his pastoral minis-
try in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
where he remained nine years, 
working closely as assistant pas-
tor of his confrere St. John Neu-
mann, while at the same time 
serving as Master of Novices 
and dedicating himself to mis-
sion preaching. In 1854, he re-
turned to Baltimore, later being 
transferred to Cumberland and 
then Annapolis, where he served 
in parochial ministry and in the 
formation of the Redemptorist 
seminarians. 

Father Seelos was consid-
ered an expert confessor, a 
watchful and prudent spiritual 
director and a pastor always joy-
fully available and attentive to 
the needs of the poor and the 
abandoned. From 1863 until 
1866 he was a full-time itinerant 
missionary preacher, preach-
ing in English and German in 
Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, 
Missouri, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Is-
land, and Wisconsin. 

Father Seelos was named 
pastor of the Church of St. Mary 
of the Assumption in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, where he died 
of the yellow fever epidemic car-
ing for the sick and the poor of 
the city on Oct. 4, 1867, at the 
age of 48. His Cause for Canon-
ization was introduced in 1900, 
and in 2000 he was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II.

—
With information from Catholic 
Online

Spotlight 
on Blessed 

Francis 
Xavier Seelos

»Feast Day 
Oct. 5

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos preached 
across the northern U.S. during the 
1860s before becoming a pastor in New 
Orleans, where he cared for the poor 
and sick until his own death.
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Those of us who have grown up within the 
womb of a democratic society may not 
always recognize how radical the idea behind 

such a society actually is, nor how fragile its struc-
ture can be in the face of strident claims regarding 
individual freedoms. Legalization of abortion, to 
focus on one of the most strident claims, corrodes 
the very pillars of our democratic society.

The legalization of abortion means guaranteeing 
immunity from prosecution for those older human 
beings who directly end the lives of much younger 
humans before they are born, or even as they are 
being born. Such actions constitute a form of injus-
tice perpetrated by the powerful against those who 
are, by virtue of their extreme youth, the weakest, 
most vulnerable and most voiceless humans. Laws 
sanctioning abortion fundamentally confirm the 
idea that “might makes right.” An ordered society, 
however, and especially a democratic one, can 
never be built upon such a self-serving, unjust and 
distorted premise. 

This premise runs directly counter to the tradi-
tion of our great Western constitutional texts, which 
arose as a cry for an order of justice superior to the 
raw exercise of power and domination by privileged 
individuals and groups. Those texts were born from 
centuries of struggle by entire peoples living under 
various forms of oppression. The order of justice 
they sought required the clear acknowledgement of 
the universality of basic human rights, first among 
which was the assurance that one’s life would not be 
unjustly exploited, attacked or ended. As Monsignor 
Michel Schooyans has noted, “That is why demo-
cratic regimes were founded — first and foremost to 
protect citizens from arbitrary executions, from the 
terrorism of despots and their police.” 

Many of us who have lived in a democratic 
society for most or all of our lives, never having 
struggled or fought for its original implementation 
or continuation, can forget the threatening histori-
cal circumstances that led to forging the substance 
of that democracy. Moreover, even as we benefit 
from the blessings of liberty, we can fall prey to er-
roneous conceptions about the meaning of freedom, 
as the rights of some begin to be subtly elevated 
over the rights of others. Indeed, every democracy 
struggles to avoid the treachery of various forms 

of despotism, as the long and arduous battles over 
human slavery that culminated with the Civil War 
remind us. At Gettysburg, President Lincoln de-
clared that “a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal” was now “engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived, 
and so dedicated, can long endure.” 

Preceding those turbulent times, “equality” had 
certainly been proclaimed and was textually present 
within various founding documents. It remained, 
however, fundamentally elusive as laws continued 
to sanction the inequalities of human bondage and 
realities on the ground continued to thwart basic 
human rights. During those dark times, the light 
of democracy sputtered and flickered, and nearly 
went out. The widespread practice of abortion today 
raises a similar threat, as stronger individuals are 
tempted to establish their liberties upon the ruins of 
weaker ones. What is most important to recognize 
is how this existential threat to democracy is actu-
ally — without hyperbole — greater now than it was 
during the times of slavery.

Monsignor Schooyans trenchantly describes it 
this way:

“The liberalization of abortion laws puts into 
motion a political process in which the demo-
cratic State imperceptibly becomes transformed 
into a totalitarian State… From the very mo-
ment the state reserves for itself the right to 
decide, through its institutional organs, which 
human being has the right to protection and 
which human being does not, it ceases to be 
a democratic State because it negates the fun-
damental reason for which it was instituted: 
the defense of every human being’s right to 
life. The power such a State exercises becomes 
arbitrary when it authorizes certain citizens 
to execute their own equals with impunity…”

One is reminded of the testimonies of certain 
U.S. soldiers who, upon their return from Vietnam, 
in the wake of the sexual revolution, were shocked 
by the seismic shifts in the understanding of free-
dom that had occurred during their long deploy-
ment. Some of them said that they hadn’t stepped 
onto the battlefield and made great personal sacri-

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, Mass.
Director of Education at 
The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org
 

»Making 
Sense of 
Bioethics

An authentic democracy

» Please see Bioethics p.8

A Growing up as an altar boy, one of my favor-
ite songs I enjoy singing at Mass was “Make 
me a channel of your peace.” The song is 

based on the traditionally and attributed Peace 
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi: 

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy.”
St. Francis (1182-1226) was the son of a rich 

merchant named Bernardone and came from a 
well-to-do family. He was well educated and lived 
a worldly life. Francis joined a military expedition 
against Perugia and was taken prisoner. After his 
release, he had a conversion and decided to abandon 
everything for Christ. In 1209 he founded a new 
order known later as the Franciscans (Friars minor 
— least among religious), including the women’s or-
der (1212) of St. Clare (known as the Poor Clares), 
the third order of St. Francis which grew in great 
numbers.

According to tradition, St. Francis had a mystical 
vision of the Lord Jesus in an old abandoned chapel 
of San Damiano outside of Assisi, in which an icon 
of Christ Crucified said to him, “Francis, Francis, 
go and repair my house, which, as you can see, is 
falling to ruins.”

Francis was often seen and known for wearing 
ragged old clothes, begging for food and preaching 
a message of peace. He embraced complete poverty 
after abandoning all his possessions, and lived his 
life by the Gospel.

“Out of humility Francis never accepted the 
priesthood but remained a deacon all his life. He 
had a great love for God’s creatures and called them 
his brothers and sisters. His ardent love of God mer-
ited for him the name of Seraphic.” (catholicculture.
org). The Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi, confes-
sor and deacon, is celebrated on Oct. 4.

As I was reflecting and putting together my 
thoughts for this column, several people came to 

mind that to me exemplify the spirit of St. Francis as 
persons whom I consider instruments of peace.

Two couples that I’ve known for a while have 
been involved in ministry and service to the 
Church, living and witnessing the gospel in their 
daily lives.

Rafael and Mary Rego have been parishioners at 
St. Mary, Mother of the Church in Brownsville since 
1972. They became involved with the Pre-Baptismal 
Faith team in 1977 under Father Leo Ferreira. They 
have served as a faith couple since then. Every 
month they help the parents and godparents prepar-
ing them for the sacrament of Baptism for their 
infant children.

They are parents to four children, all of whom 
attended St. Mary’s School and now are all married 
with children of their own. Today I see how they are 
loving grandparents and still active as a faith couple 
for pre-baptismal preparation and as Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion.

I had lunch with them some weeks ago and they 
were sharing how they were one of several couples 
who in the mid-1980s welcomed refugees from El 
Salvador and lodged them in the parish hall.

The other couple that come to mind are David 
and Melba Lucio, whom I have known since 1992 
when I arrived at St. Mary’s as Director of Religious 
Education. David at the time was a teacher at St. 
Mary’s School.

I remember fondly how David and his children 
(Monica, Erika and Danny) would participate every 
Sunday in the Children’s 10:45 a.m. Mass. David and 
his family would lead the children’s choir.

Today, David and his wife Dr. Melba Lucio (a 
professor at Texas Southmost College) are involved 
with Team Brownsville, a group of individuals 
whom daily feed our brothers and sisters and their 
many children seeking asylum living in tents at the 
entrance of the bridge in Matamoros.

Every day the members of team Brownsville 
prepare meals for those seeking asylum and have 
now started the “Escuelita de Banqueta,” known as 
the sidewalk school for the many children from dif-

Deacon
Luis Zuniga
Director, Office 
for Pastoral Life 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

Instruments of peace»Formation
for Ministry

» Please see Instruments p.7
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I witness my faith by having 
the desire of learning the Word 
of the Lord and by service. I 

Living Our  Faith
How do you witness your 
faith in the world today?

“The witness to my faith 
always begins with the Mass. 
The Mass is the greatest prayer 
we can offer, but like any prayer, 
it can fall flat if the words are 
said without sincerity or simply 
out of habit. As the head altar 
server in our parish, I teach 
other young men to participate 
and be actively present at Mass 
in a way that emphasizes the 
awesome solemnity that is 
due to Our Lord’s sacrifice on 
Calvary. We must always be 
aware of the great gift that is 
the Mass. From it, we are sent 
forth to share and proclaim the 
victory of Christ over sin. Jesus 

“

Christina R. Rodriguez
Volunteer, St. Paul the Apostle 
Church, Rio Grande City

Hector Guerra
Volunteer
Sacred Heart Church, Hidalgo

CATECHISM 
POP QUIZ

For answer key see page 15. 

Check your knowledge. 
The following questions 

are derived from the 
Catechism of the Catholic 

Church. In parentheses 
is the number that refers 
to the paragraphs in the 

Catechism.

107. 
 Which of the 

following statements 
is/are true (331, 
332, 333):
a.  The angels surrounded 

Jesus, but only during 
his passion and death.

b.  It can be said that the 
angels are Jesus’ angels.

c.  Angels play an 
important role in the 
Old Testament.

108. 
 The angels are active 

participants at every 
Mass (335):
a.  entirely true
b.  entirely false
c.  usually true

109. 
 Which of the 

following statements 
is/are false (339. 
340, 344):
a.  Each creature 

possesses its own 
particular goodness 
and perfection.

b.  God wills the 
interdependence of 
creatures.

c.  Because humans 
were created with 
an immortal soul 
and angels have are 
pure spirits, it is not 
accurate to affirm 
that there is solidarity 
among all creatures.

110. 
 Which of the 

following statements 
regarding the 
sabbath is/are true 
(345-248):
a.  God sanctified and 

blessed the sabbath.
b.  Creation was 

fashioned with a view 
to the sabbath.

c.  The sabbath is at the 
heart of Israel’s law.

111. 
 The eighth day 

symbolizes (349):
a.  Christ’s Resurrection.
b.  a new creation.
c.  both a & b

Source: Jim Seghers’ Totus Tuus 
Ministries, http://www.totustuus.com

Source: Catholic Diocese of Brownsville, Office of Stewardship and Development
TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

From Faith in the Valley: An Illustrated History of the Diocese of Brownsville

Faith in the ValleyFaith in the Valley

Thank you Bishop Flores. You can count on
us to share God’s love Right Stewart?

And now is time to go find Olive and ask her
about the theological virtues. Ready Steward?

Right Stacy.

Vamonos!

Olive is around here somewhere ... wherever you see bubbles ...
Oooh... bubles!

In 1747, Spain 
returned to 
the Valley.

Escandon’s party 
would create the 

first detailed 
maps of the 

Valley.It is our purpose to 
explore, pacify... ...and settle these 

unknown lands.

Go through this region, 
take note of its riches, its 

peoples, its rivers. This 
will become a great colony 
of Spain in the New World.

As more and more settlers 
come, I fear what will become 

of the native peoples. Their 
nomadic way of life will have 

to end as their lands are 
claimed by settlers.

We teach them the Gospel, but 
can we not also teach them to 

farm and to raise cattle?

Maria, you are small
in stature, but your skill at 
weaving equals that of any 

noble lady in Mexico City!

1752. There are 359 
Indians living at the 

Mission now. The faith is 
taking root in New Spain.

The Mission era in south Texas did not last long. 
The native peoples were decimated by diseases 

brought by the settlers, and later most of them 
were moved to distant reservations.

TO BE CONTINUEDTO BE CONTINUED

have learned that every day is an 
opportunity to serve and grow 
in faith by learning more about 
God and his Word. I can humbly 
say that I have been honored 
to serve God’s Church since I 
was a little girl. First, as a choir 
member, then as a lector and 
now as a catechist. 

Recently, I have been very 
blessed to pursue an apologetics 
course by Father Flaviano Ama- 
tulli, founder of Apostles of the 
Word, which has inspired me to 
love my Catholic faith more. The 
more I learn about God and his 
teachings, the more I experience 
his love and desire to serve him 
in my family, my community 
and his church.

“

Christ is King of the Universe, 
the Alpha and the Omega, now 
and forever. @Viva Cristo Rey!”

Two priests accompanied the Escandon expedition.
It is because of 

you, Fray Ortiz...
...that the Indians have 

received us with so much 
kindness. You set an 

example for us all

Back in
Mexico:

We will give you free land, 100 pesos, and no taxes 
for ten years. Come and build the newest colony of 

Spain in this fertile valley of the Rio Grande!

In 1749, the first forty 
families arrived. Over the 
next few years, 700 more 

families would accept 
Escandon’s invitation.

In these early days, the region was 
considered part of the Diocese of 
Guadalajara, Mexico. Franciscan 

fathers teaching in Querétaro and 
Zacatecas oversaw the care of the 

faithful in what would later become 
the Diocese of Brownsville.

Catholic Diocese 
of Brownsville

For video, photo 
and more

Catholic Schools present service pins
Congratulations to the teachers and staff recognized Sept. 3 at the Dioc-
esan Teacher In-Service at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in McAllen for 
their years of service to Catholic education in the Diocese of Brownsville.

35 YEARS 
Luis Abraham
Our Lady of Sorrows School

30 YEARS 
Omelinda Leal – Immaculate Conception School
Maria Dolores Ongaro - St. Mary’s School

25 YEARS 
Judy Faulk - St. Mary’s School
Rev. Jose E. Losoya, C.O. - Oratory Academy
Rosalinda Ruiz, St. Mary’s School
Marisela Sanchez – St. Mary’s School
Elma Wood – St. Mary’s School
Leonor Zamora - St. Mary’s School

20 YEARS
Liz Camarena - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Gloria I. Ceballos – Oratory Academy (Newman) 
Melissa Cuevas – Our Lady of Sorrows School
Hugo de la Rosa – Our Lady of Sorrows School
Christine Gloor – St. Joseph Academy
Noemi Peralez - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Jessica Ramirez - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Julian Ruiz – Oratory Academy (Newman) 
Laura Teran - St. Mary’s School

15 YEARS
Denia de los Reyes - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Jose Luis Garcia – Oratory Academy (Newman) 
Graciela Jasso - San Martin de Porres School
Lupita Montoya - St. Joseph Academy
Sylvia Pedroza - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Dandy Pilon - Guadalupe Regional Middle School
Pamela Quantz – St. Joseph Academy
Lettie Silva – St. Mary’s School
Alicia Treviño – Incarnate Word Academy

10 YEARS 
Jesus Barrientos – Oratory Academy
David Bonnet – St. Joseph Academy 
Martha Duran – Oratory Academy
Susan Garcia – San Martin de Porres School
Nalda Gonzalez – Oratory Academy
Jesus Lopez - Our Lady of Sorrows School
Sister Colleen Matarese, SSD – Catholic 
Schools Office 
Ismelda Moroles – Oratory Academy
Cristina M. Plata – Oratory Academy (Newman) 
Ana Torres –  San Martin de Porres School
Cynthia Urbina - Oratory Academy
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Those Who  Serve: Deacon Robert Cano 

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic 

BROWNSVILLE — Nearing 70 years of 
age and after logging more than 30 years of 
service as a deacon, Robert Cano figured he 
could finally relax and ease up a bit from the 
rigorous church life of assisting priests in their 
parish duties.

He announced his retirement as a deacon 
with the Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
in Brownsville. 

It didn’t last long.
Less than two months into retirement, 

Cano asked Oblate Father Michael Amesse, 
rector of the Cathedral, if he could return and 
resume his spiritual work as a deacon. The an-
swer was a quick yes.

It was a return home for Cano. He was 
baptized at the Cathedral, then would go to 
grade school across the street at the Cathedral 
school before heading to St. Joseph’s Academy. 
Now at 71 years old, Cano, a retired firefighter, 
is the only deacon at the cathedral, the spiri-
tual home for the Diocese of Brownsville.

“I’ve been gifted,” Cano said. “I’ve always 
strived to be guided by the Holy Spirit.”

Cano is a graceful man who has seen his 
share of tragedies and loss as firefighter for 35 
years and then as a deacon for nearly as long. 
He refers to the trials one inevitably faces as 
“the endurance of life’’ where faith and resolve 
can carry a person through tribulations.

“I don’t break down,” he said when asked 
how he handles difficult and emotional situa-

tions in his ministry work as a deacon. “We’re 
instruments of faith. I get my strength through 
the Holy Spirit.”

Cano’s spiritual road to the Cathedral first 
went through time spent as a deacon at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church and Christ the King 
Church, which are both located in Browns-
ville. He has been a deacon at the Cathedral 
for 13 years and in that time has been at par-
ishes throughout the diocese, serving the 
church and the Lord in his official religious 
capacity.

In his hometown, Cano has baptized chil-
dren in his family circle, including his five 
grandchildren, and those of firefighters he 
served with. 

“The whole cycle of life” is how he puts it in 
performing hundreds of baptisms, weddings 

and funerals in his many 
years as a deacon. Cano 
has given spiritual advice 
and guidance to members 
of his immediate family 
as they lived through the 
last hours of their lives, as 
well as doing the same with 
those he shared a uniform 
with as a firefighter. 

“Ask God for forgive-
ness,” he recalled telling 
a fellow firefighter as he 

neared death. “Leave it up to the Holy Spirit 
to guide you.”

Cano’s life has been one of being called to 
serve. He was of service to his community as 
a firefighter for more than three decades in 
responding to emergencies and despair. He 
was then called to serve as a deacon, a rigor-
ous process in which those chosen for consid-
eration go through extensive screenings and 
several rounds of interviews to determine, as 
Cano puts it, the answer to the key question.

“Do you have the substance to be a dea-
con?” he stated. 

If so, years of theological study and train-
ing follows before a deacon can take his posi-
tion in assisting a priest. In that role, Cano said 
it’s an honor to serve in the Cathedral, which 
serves as the seat of Bishop Daniel E. Flores. 
He is also honored to serve Father Amesse.

“Father Mike is my spiritual guide,” Cano 
said. “I see his example of how he lives his life 
and how he comes back regardless of how he 
feels or what he has been through.”

It’s “the endurance of life,” as Cano puts 
it, and facing replacement knee surgery soon 
he knows he will face weeks of recuperation. 
When he’s healed up, there’s little doubt where 
he will be.

“I want to be back by January (2020),” he 
said. “I plan to continue serving in this beauti-
ful vocation.”

‘We’re instruments of faith’

October

» Birthdays
 2 Rev. Anthony O’Connor, S.M.
 2 Rev. Marco Antonio Reynoso 
 4 Rev. Francisco Acosta 
 8 Rev. Robert DeLong, M.S.F.
10 Rev. Cesar Uriel Partida
11  Rev. Paul H. Roman
13 Rev. Eduardo Villa
14  Rev. Eka Yuantoro, M.S.F.
16 Rev. Edouard Atangana, S.T.L.
16 Rev. Msgr. Heberto M. Diaz
18 Rev. Jean Olivier M. Sambu
30 Rev. Rene Gaytan 
 
 2 Deacon Santos Chapa
 5 Deacon Jesus J. Galvan
 5 Deacon José Javier Garcia 
 5 Deacon Sergio Garcia
 6 Deacon Bruno Cedillo 
 6 Deacon Francisco R. Flores
 8 Deacon Brigido Gonzalez 
11 Deacon Juan Zamora 
12 Deacon Juan F. Gonzalez 
15 Deacon Eduardo Reyna
17 Deacon Guillermo Castañeda Jr.
20 Deacon David Espinoza
22 Deacon Oscar Garcia
22 Deacon Romeo Garcia Jr.
29 Deacon Gabriel Hernandez
29 Deacon Roman Ramos 
 
16 Sister Renetta Oyeo, DDL
20 Sister Jane F. Ambrose, SHSp
21 Brother Moises A. Lopez, MSC  
27 Sister Gayle Hurban, SSND
 
» Anniversaries 
17 Rev. Roy Lee Snipes, O.M.I. 

11 Deacon Sergio Gonzalez
11 Deacon Michael Myers

The list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 

provided so that parishioners 
may remember the priests, 

deacons and religious in their 
prayers and send them a note 

or a card.

»Birthday & 
Anniversary 

Wishes

ferent parts of Central America.
Many of those involved with team Brownsville 

are retired school teachers who now dedicate 
themselves helping those most vulnerable and 
most in need of God’s love and mercy.

Both the Regos and the Lucios are individuals 
that I totally admire for their ministry and service 
to the Church. They embody and exemplify what 
it is to be “Instruments of Peace” in a world so 
very hungry for God.

I leave you with a reflection by Thomas Mer-
ton: “We are not at peace with others because we 
are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not at 
peace with ourselves because we are not at peace 
with God.”

May we always seek in the spirit of St. Francis 
to become instruments of peace and give witness 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in everything that we say 
and everything we do daily. Most of all, may we 
always help those most in need and reach out to 
all those who still don’t know the Lord Jesus or 
haven’t heard His gospel.

Instruments
continued from pg. 5

I’ve always 
strived to be 
guided by the 
Holy Spirit.”
Deacon Robert 
Cano

“

The Valley Catholic

Robert Cano has served as a deacon for more than 
three decades.

That the breath of the 
Holy Spirit engender a 
new missionary “spring” 
in the Church.

»The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions 
for October

Facing ‘the endurance 
of life,’ deacon draws 
strength from 
the Holy Spirit

learn from the angels. We 
can try to imitate them by 
our day-to-day responses 
to others in need. By being 
present for another to listen 
or offer assistance, we can be 
God’s helpers here on earth, 
making him present in world. 

Let us continue 
learning from our angels, 
these “spiritual creatures 
who glorify God without 
ceasing”(CCC350) engaging 
them daily, and showing our 
gratitude to God for the gift  
of his celestial helpers.

Angels
continued from pg. 4
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By JONATHAN LUXMOORE
Catholic News Service 

OXFORD, England — 
Thousands of documents 
relating to England’s 19th-
century convert-cardinal, 
Blessed John Henry Newman, 
are being released ahead of 
his Oct. 13 canonization, 
highlighting his role as a pastor 
and evangelist, said church 
experts.

Although 32 annotated 
volumes of the cardinal’s letters 
and diaries have been published 
over the past five decades, the 
new material includes letters 
and correspondence to the 
future saint.

“Up to now, we’ve had only 
half his correspondence, with 
just fragments of letters he 
received, so this will greatly 
improve ... understanding of 
the complex issues he dealt 
with,” said Paul Shrimpton, 
an Oxford-based expert on 
Newman’s educational theories.

Father Ignatius Harrison, 
provost of Birmingham’s 
Oratory of St. Philip Neri, said 
Cardinal Newman “wasn’t just 
a lofty philosopher — he was 
primarily a priest and prophet, 
who foresaw the difficulties 
facing Christianity in a secular 
world.”

“He was loved in his lifetime 
not because everyone had read 
his academic masterpieces, 
but because of his pastoral 
kindness to the poor and sick, 
as these collections graphically 
illustrate,” Father Harrison 
said.

The first of 250,000 folios 
of letters and photographs 
preserved at the oratory were 
published for the first time, 
under a digitization program 
co-organized by the National 
Institute for Newman Studies 
in Pittsburgh.

In a statement on its website, 
the National Institute for 
Newman Studies said its new 
interactive, online platform, 
launched in mid-August, 
would include handwritten 
papers and previously unseen 
manuscripts by Newman, as 
well as draft letters, prayer lists, 
notebooks and photograph 
albums totaling more than 40 
terabytes.

It added that the database, 
including oratory material 
“hidden for over a century,” 
would feature letters to the 
future saint both from ordinary 
people and key 19th-century 
figures such as British Prime 
Ministers Benjamin Disraeli 
and William Gladstone, and 
Cardinals Nicholas Wiseman 
and Henry Edward Manning.

Besides “revolutionizing 
the way scholars can access and 
study Newman,” NINS said, 
the collection would “allow a 
greater audience to understand 
and appreciate Newman and 
his works on a more intimate 
level.”

Shrimpton said the 
Cardinal Newman digitization 
program would encourage 
Christians to pray to the new 
saint by illustrating his pastoral 
work among “workers, servants 
and humble people.”

Father Harrison said 
some hoped the opening of 
the archive would highlight 
Cardinal Newman’s lifelong 
“quest for holiness” and 
advance calls for him to be 
declared a doctor of the church 
after his canonization.

“Newman was often 
misunderstood during his 
life, but I think his time has 
come now and he’ll emerge in 
coming years as a major saint,” 
Father Harrison told Catholic 
News Service.

Father Harrison said the 
impending canonization 
had generated a “huge surge 
of interest,” accompanied 
by requests for relics and 
mementos from devotees 
around the world.

He added that a shrine to 
Cardinal Newman, who was 
beatified by Pope Benedict XVI 
in September 2010, was being 
restored at the oratory, where a 
museum of his personal effects 
would also open this fall.

John Henry Newman 
was raised in the Church of 
England, graduated and taught 
at Oxford University and 
served as vicar of its St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church, 1828-1843.

Having co-led the 1830s 
Oxford Movement, which 
sought to revive the Church 
of England’s pre-Reformation 
beliefs and rituals, he joined 
the Catholic Church in 1845 
and was named a cardinal by 
Pope Leo XIII in 1879.

Besides the oratory, 
Cardinal Newman helped 
found a Catholic university in 
Ireland — University College 
Dublin — and was influential 
in Catholicism’s revival in 
England after three centuries’ 
repression and restriction.

He wrote poetry, hymns and 
novels, while his major works 
on church history, ecclesiology, 
the rights of conscience and 
role of laypeople are widely 
believed to have anticipated 
the 1962-1965 Second Vatican 
Council.

Letters to Blessed 
John Henry Newman show 

his role as pastor, evangelist

By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis will declare 
Blessed John Henry Newman, the 19th-century 
British cardinal, a saint Oct. 13. 

The British theologian will be canonized during a 
Mass at the Vatican along with a Swiss laywoman, an 
Indian nun, an Italian nun and a nun known as the 
“Mother Teresa of Brazil.”

The date for the canonization Mass was 
announced July 1 during an “ordinary public 
consistory,” a meeting of the pope, cardinals and 
promoters of sainthood causes that formally ends the 
sainthood process.

Born in London in 1801, John Henry Newman 
was ordained an Anglican priest in 1825. He later 
founded the Oxford Movement, which emphasized 
the Catholic roots of Anglicanism.

After a series of clashes with Anglican bishops 
made him a virtual outcast from the Church of 
England, he joined the Catholic Church at the age of 
44 and was ordained a Catholic priest in 1846. Pope 
Leo XIII made him a cardinal in 1879 while respecting 
his wishes not to be ordained a bishop.

A theologian and poet, he died in 1890 and his 
sainthood cause was opened in 1958. Pope Benedict 
XVI beatified him in Birmingham, England, in 2010.

The others who will be declared saints are:
— Blessed Dulce Lopes Pontes, who was a 

member of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception.

Born in 1914, she was known to Brazilian 
Catholics as Sister Dulce, the mother of the poor. 
She founded the first Catholic workers’ organization 
in the state of Bahia, started a health clinic for poor 
workers and opened a school for working families. 
She created a hospital, an orphanage and care centers 
for the elderly and disabled.

She was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 
by then-President Jose Sarney in 1988. St. John Paul 
II, who called her work “an example for humanity,’’ 

met her in 1980 during his first trip to Brazil and, 
returning in 1991, he visited her in the hospital. She 
died in 1992 at the age of 77 with tens of thousands 
attending her funeral and even more gathering for her 
beatification in 2011.

— Blessed Marguerite Bays, a laywoman from 
Switzerland known for her spirituality in the face of 
great physical suffering and for bearing the stigmata 
of Christ. She died in 1879.

— Blessed Josephine Vannini, co-founder the 
Daughters of St. Camillus, who served the sick and 
elderly. She died in 1911.

— Blessed Mariam Thresia Chiramel Mankidiyan, 
the Indian founder of the Sisters of the Holy Family, 
who died in 1926.

Pope to canonize Blessed 
John Henry Newman 

in Rome Oct. 13

CNS/Catholic Church of England and Wales

Blessed John Henry Newman is depicted in a portrait pro-
vided by the Catholic Church in England and Wales.

fices in order to defend a false 
liberty so their fellow citizens 
at home could descend into 
promiscuity and abortions 
with reckless abandon. 

The promotion and legal-
ization of abortion inexorably 
leads to a system of privileges 
for the powerful that engen-
ders instability and divisive-

ness as it undercuts the most 
basic of all human rights. 
Abortion really kills at least 
twice. It kills the body of the 
baby and it kills the con-
science of a nation, perverting 
the very essence of a demo-
cratic society. 

Legal safeguards for all 
human life, on the other hand, 
assure the possibility of liberty, 
justice and equality — pro-
tecting the very core of an 
authentic democracy.

Bioethics
continued from pg. 5
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Blessed Conchita ‘un regalo de Dios’ 
By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS

The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN — Maria Concep- 
ción Cabrera de Armida carried 
three lives inside of her — and 
she lived each fiercely as a mystic 
with an unbreakable will to serve 
God. 

The losses during her life 
from 1862 to 1937 were many 
and profound. She was a mother 
of nine, and three of her children 
passed away before her own 
death. She was widowed by 
the time she was 40. But 
the woman who would 
become to be known as 
“Conchita” in Mexico 
would not be deterred.

Her life’s journeys 
would lead to Señora Cabrera 
being beatified more than 
70 years after her death — the 
first Mexican laywoman 
to receive this recognition 
— which may someday reach 
sainthood. It’s a recognition of 
the extraordinary life she led.

It started in San Luis 
Potosí where Señora Cabrera 
experienced supernatural graces 
as she grew up. She had visions of 
the Infant Jesus coming into her 
home to play, and saw the devil 
in the form of hideous creatures. 
Her uncle was a priest who 
urged her to become a nun, but 
she thought herself unworthy of 

such a calling. Señora Cabrera 
dedicated her life to being a wife 
and mother, but after losing a son 
who died at the age of 6, she was 
distraught with grief.

It was then, she wrote, when 
God called her into a life of 
graces, mystical experiences, 
and being a spiritual writer who 
would influence the generations 
to come with her five Works/
Apostolates of the Cross, (Obras 
de la Cruz). God, Señora Cabrera 
would say, told her she would 

lead a long-suffering life and 
become a prolific writer. 

“That’s your mission on 
Earth,” she believed God told her.

With that mission in hand, 
she proceeded to live her three 
lives.

“I carry within me three 
lives, all very strong,” Señora 
Cabrera wrote as part of the 
60,000 handwritten pages she 
produced in her lifetime. “Family 
life with its multiple sorrows of a 
thousand kinds, that is the life of 

a mother. The life of the Works of 
the Cross with all its sorrows and 
weights. The life of the spirit or 
interior life, which is the heaviest 
of all, the tempest and struggles. 
Blessed be God for everything!”

Her resiliency and spirituality 
continue to intrigue and draw 
study and admiration. Señora 
Cabrera was beatified in May 2019 
at a ceremony in Mexico City. 
She is a revered and inspirational 
figure in the Mexican Catholic 
Church and her beatification and 
possible sainthood is making her 
a subject of increasing interest in 
the United States.

Señora Cabrera’s life was 
discussed and celebrated at 
an Encuentro de Texas 2019/
Apostolado de la Cruz event on 
Sept. 21 and 22 at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine, which drew 
more than 800 people from 
Texas and Mexico. Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores, along with Bishop 
Eusebio Elizondo Almaguer, 
auxiliary bishop of Seattle, and 
Father Carlos Vera Soto, MSpS, 
of Mexico, discussed Señora 
Cabrera’s life in an open session 
and the meaning she carries in 
today’s world.

Bishop Flores said Señora 

Cabrera had a “grandeza de 
corazón,” a huge heart, and 
highlighted that her faith never 
wavered through challenging 
times — including an era in 
Mexico when the government 
persecuted the church and its 
priests. Vera Soto called Señora 
Cabrera “un regalo de Dios,” a 
gift from God, and one of her 
writings that states there are 
priestly souls who do not have 
the ordination of a priest but have 
priestly missions. 

Elizondo Almaguer said 
Señora Cabrera was like “a ray 
of light” who fulfilled all the 
vocations of a woman and is 
an enduring maternal spiritual 
figure in the Catholic Church. 

Señora Cabrera had many 
momentous events in her life 
and perhaps none more dramatic 
and meaningful than a vision 
she received on Easter Sunday 
of 1894. She described having a 
vision in church where she saw a 
shining cross of light in which the 
heart of Jesus was pierced by lance 
and the Holy Spirit descending 
on it. This would be the birth of a 
major work, the Apostolate of the 
Cross. Señora Cabrera wrote that 
Jesus explained “the cross is the 
salvation of mankind. My pierced 
heart and for it and through it the 
Spirit inflames hearts.”

It all goes to the passion of 
faith and devotion to God that 
defined Señora Cabrera’s life. 
In one of her more enduring 
messages of how to love the 
Church, she wrote, “To love the 
Church is not to criticize her, 
not to destroy her, not to try to 
change her essential structures, 
not to reduce her to humanism … 
to love the Church is to cooperate 
with the work of Redemption by 
the Cross and in this way obtain 
the grace of the Holy Spirit.”

At the conclusion of the 
discussion by the bishops of 
Señora Cabrera’s life, the audience 
at the Basilica applauded with 
hearty enthusiasm, a sign that her 
message still resonates 150 years 
after her birth and at a time when 
her writings are finding a new 
following.

Mexico’s first beatified lay woman discussed at Encuentro/Apostolado de la Cruz 

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

Blessed Maria Concepción Cabrera de Armida was a widowed mother of nine who somehow found time to 
write prolifically, producing some 60,000 handwritten pages. Her writings in support of the Church are finding 
new readers as possible sainthood approaches. Her portrait as a young woman and her reliquary are shown 
above during the Apostolada de la Cruz Sept. 21-22 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National 
Shrine.
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Pope Francis slipped out of the 
Vatican Sept. 24 to spend the day 
with members of an Italian lay 
community, the young people 
in recovery they assist and tenor 
Andrea Bocelli.

After listening to three young 
people’s stories of finding the 
New Horizons Community and 
entering recovery, Pope Francis 
praised them as living witness-
es of how God looks with love 
upon everyone he created.

“I know that gaze, too,” he 
told the community in Frosi-
none, about 45 miles south of 
Rome. God “made you feel that 
he loved you, and he took you by 
the hand from hell — yes, Jesus 
descended into hell — he took 
you by the hand” and said to 
each one, “Come with me.”

The freedom God gives each 
person means there may be suc-
cess and failure and starting all 
over again, the pope said. “But 
he is patient. He has a patient 
gaze.”

New Horizons Community, 
a 25-year-old lay movement, 
focuses on evangelization and 
concrete assistance to the disad-
vantaged. The movement’s head-
quarters is known as the Citt-
adella Cielo (“Heaven’s Citadel”).

Chiara Amirante, founder 

of the community, told Vatican 
News that the pope’s visit was 
“an unexpected gift from heav-
en, and we welcomed him with 
hearts overflowing with joy.”

She also said the pope had 
sent over food and staples the 
day before “because he knows 
that every day there are 120 
mouths to feed.”

Bocelli, a longtime supporter 
of the community, sang during 
the pope’s meeting with com-
munity members and again at 
the midday Mass the pope cel-
ebrated there.

In his Mass homily, Pope 
Francis said he had read the 

day’s readings before setting off 
and knew the reading from Ezra 
about rebuilding the temple in 
Jerusalem was perfect for the oc-
casion.

“It’s not easy to rebuild,” he 
said. And “it’s more difficult re-
pair a life than to raise a child. It’s 
more difficult,” and not only be-
cause of the scars of the past, but 
also because everyone around is 
used to the wreckage and some 
people profit from it.

“The reconstruction of a 
life is a grace,” he said. “It’s not 
earned, it’s all grace. But you 
must defend it with work and 
with struggle so that the mer-

chants of destruction do not re-
turn and make this life a pile of 
stones.”

The enemies of Jesus “re-
duced him to ruins on the cross, 
but his power, the power of God, 
rebuilt him for us forever,” the 
pope said. And while tempta-

tions will continue to come, 
those who cling to Jesus can be 
certain of sharing his victory.

“We cannot rebuild our lives, 
we cannot keep the temple of 
our lives standing without Jesus, 
without trust in Jesus,” he said. 
“He will help us with this.”

By RHINA GUIDOS
Catholic News Service

EL PASO — At the start of 
a week focused on the plight of 
migrants, El Paso Bishop Mark 
J. Seitz asked Sept. 23 whether 
Christians are ready to encoun-
ter a Christ who exists in the mi-
grants at the U.S. border, in the 
children who have lost their lives 
while under immigration cus-
tody and those seeking to enter 
the country looking for work or 
safety.

“That is the question,” said 
Bishop Seitz said in a homily dur-
ing Mass at St. Pius X Church in 
El Paso, where he welcomed bish-
ops from other parts of the coun-
try and members of a delegation 
from the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and many who 
tend to migrants in various parts 
of the U.S.

Leading up to the Catholic 
Church’s Sept. 29 celebration of 
the World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees, the group planned to 
visit farmworkers, youth and oth-
er migrants, and celebrate the Eu-
charist each day, keeping in mind 
the plight of refugees and other 
vulnerable populations.

Even as anti-immigrant sen-
timent rises, the church has re-
mained steady in its call to tend 
to refugees and migrants.

“Thank you for showing your 
solidarity,” said Sister Joanna 
Okereke, assistant director for 
Pastoral Care of Migrants, Refu-
gees and Travelers at the USCCB’s 

Secretariat of Cultural Diversity 
as she welcomed the group to 
the opening Mass. “Continue to 
speak in defense of migrants.”

During his homily, Bishop 
Seitz asked those gathered wheth-
er they have wondered what 
it’s like to see the face of Christ, 
shake his hand, embrace him. We 
can experience what that’s like, he 
said, by seeing the Lord’s face in 
the person in need, in the person 
who needs our help.

As photos of migrants were 
displayed on a big screen, he 
mentioned the names of children 
who died while in U.S. immigra-
tion custody, and showed im-

ages of people who come to the 
U.S. looking for work or seeking 
safety.

“We can see the face of Christ 
in the face of children and adults 
who have lost their lives,” he said. 
“We who have received so many 
blessings, will we allow ourselves 
to be the face of Christ?”

Can we respond to the Christ 
who appears in the form of those 
who suffer, whether they be mi-
grants or the poor, he asked.

How we respond “says a lot 
about us,” he said.

“Are we willing to accept our 
responsibility as Christians?” he 
asked.

The call to tend to all the mar-
ginalized is a call for all faithful 
to focus on and should be at the 
center of faith, said Father Rob-
ert Stark, regional coordinator of 
the Vatican Migrants and Refu-
gees Section, who is attending 
the gathering and offered brief 
comments following the opening 
Mass.

“The pope’s prayer is that to-
gether we will have an ‘encuentro 
con Dios’ (encounter with God) 
in such as a way that it will help 
with (accompaniment) not just 
to include migrants but those 
who should never be excluded,” 
he said.

God loves, rescues even those in 
the ‘hell’ of addiction, pope says

El Paso’s Bishop Seitz asks that migrants 
be treated as Jesus would be treated

CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters

Pope Francis smiles during a surprise visit to Cittadella Cielo (“Heaven’s Citadel”), the 
headquarters of the New Horizons Community in Frosinone, Italy, Sept. 24. The com-
munity is a lay movement that engages in evangelization and service to the disadvan-
taged, including young people dealing with addiction. 

CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters

 Pope Francis receives a gift from children during a Sept. 24, visit to Cittadella Cielo 
(“Heaven’s Citadel”), the headquarters of the New Horizons Community in Frosinone, 
Italy. The community is a lay movement that engages in evangelization and service to 
the disadvantaged, including young people dealing with addiction.

CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn

Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso celebrates Mass at St. Pius X Church in El Paso Sept. 23, during a pastoral encounter by U.S. bishops 
with migrants at the border. The Sept. 23-27 pastoral visit, sponsored by various offices of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
other national organizations, aimed to highlight the church’s ministry to migrants, the border conditions and immigration laws affect-
ing them, and their material and spiritual needs. 

Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)  
— Pope Francis called on 
more religious orders of 
men and women, as well as 
foundations and benefactors, 
to get involved and help an 
international network of 
women religious in the fight 
against human trafficking.

He praised the many 
institutes of consecrated life 
that already have supported 
their members working on 
prevention, public awareness 
and assisting survivors of 
trafficking through the 
network, Talitha Kum.

“While I invite you to 
continue this commitment, I 
am also making an appeal to 
other religious congregations 
— both women’s and men’s 
— for them to join this 
missionary work, putting 
people and resources at its 
service so that it can reach 
everywhere,” he told network 
members during an audience 
at the Vatican Sept. 26.

Founded 10 years ago, 
Talitha Kum now coordinates 
52 networks of religious 
women in more than 90 
countries. Their efforts have 
helped more than 15,000 
victims and reached more 
than 200,000 others through 
educational and awareness-
raising campaigns or 
workshops in the past decade.

Pope: Global 
anti-trafficking 

work needs
more support



Octubre 2019   - The Valley Catholic 11NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL

Reliquia de San José 
Sánchez del Río 
llega a San Juan 

The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN — Fieles de 
la Diócesis de Brownsville se 
unieron con el Obispo Daniel 
E. Flores el 12 de septiembre en 
la Basílica de Nuestra Señora 
de San Juan del Valle-Santuario 
Nacional para recibir una 
reliquia de primer grado de San 
José Sánchez del Río. 

San José Sánchez del Río, 
quien fue martirizado en 1928 
durante las guerras cristeras por 
negarse a renunciar a su fe, fue 
canonizado en 2016.

Durante la misa, dijo el 
obispo Flores, una reliquia sigue 
siendo una presencia del santo 
que está en el cielo. 

 “Para nosotros acercarnos 
a una reliquia es acercarnos a 

ese misterio de que algún día 
estaremos con Dios. No promete 
ese futuro “.

Las reliquias permanecieron 
en la Basílica hasta el 14 de 
septiembre antes de continuar en 
la Archidiócesis de San Antonio.

Las reliquias y e escultura 
vinieron en peregrinación des 
de México a la Diócesis de 
Brownsville por la iniciativa 
de Camino De La Fidelidad, 
un proyecto con el deseo de 
dar a conocer el testimonio de 
San José Sánchez del Río, joven 
por la madurez y valentía ante 
la promulgación y aplicación 
de leyes injustas; que junto a 
miles de mexicanos defendió 
valientemente su fe y fue 
martirizado por su amor a 
Cristo Rey.

Beata Conchita, ‘Un Regalo de Dios’

By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN — María Con- 
cepción Cabrera de Armida 
llevaba tres vidas dentro de ella 
— y vivió intensamente cada 
una de ellas como mística, con 
una voluntad inquebrantable por 
servir a Dios. 

Las pérdidas que experi- 
mentó durante su vida desde 
1862 hasta 1937 fueron muchas 
y de profundo impacto. Ella fue 
madre de nueve y tres de sus hijos 
murieron antes que ella. Enviudó 
para cuando tenía 40. Pero la 
mujer que llegaría a ser conocida 
como “Conchita” en México, no 
quedaría desalentada.

Los caminos de su vida la 
llevarían a convertirse en “Señora 
Cabrera”, siendo beatificada 
después de más de 70 años de su 
muerte. La primera mujer laica 
en recibir este reconocimiento —
el cual podría algún día llevarla 
a alcanzar la santificación. 
Es un reconocimiento a la 
extraordinaria vida que llevó.

Todo empezó en San 
Luis Potosí, donde la Señora 
Cabrera experimentó gracias 
sobrenaturales mientras crecía. 
Ella tenía visiones del Niño Jesús 
viniendo a jugar a su hogar y vio 
al demonio en forma de terribles 
criaturas. Su tío era sacerdote, él la 
impulsaba a que se hiciera monja, 
pero ella se vio a sí misma como 
indigna de tan gran llamado. La 
Señora Cabrera dedicó su vida a 
ser esposa y madre, pero después 
de perder a uno de sus hijos a la 
edad de 6 años, se encontraba 
muy devastada por su dolor.

Fue entonces — de acuerdo 
a lo que ella escribió — cuando 
Dios la llamó a una vida de 
gracia, de experiencias místicas y 
a ser una escritora espiritual que 

influenciaría a las generaciones 
por venir con “Las Cinco Obras 
de la Cruz” (Apostolados de la 
Cruz). Dios, — Diría la señora 
Cabrera — le dijo que ella llevaría 
una larga vida de sufrimiento y 
se convertiría en una escritora 
prolífera.

 “Esa es tu misión en la 
Tierra”, ella creyó que era lo que 
Dios le dijo.

Con esa misión en sus 
manos, ella procedió a vivir sus 
tres vidas.

 “Yo llevo dentro de mí tres 
vidas, todas ellas muy fuertes”, 
escribió la Señora Cabrera como 
parte de sus 60,000 páginas 
hechas a mano que realizó 
durante el tiempo de su vida. “La 
vida familiar, con sus múltiples 
penas que se presentaron de mil 
formas distintas, esa es la vida de 
una madre. La vida de las Obras 
de la Cruz con todos sus dolores 
y el peso que conllevan. La vida 

del espíritu o la vida interior, la 
cual era la más pesada de todas, 
con tempestades y dificultades 
¡Bendito sea Dios por todo!”.

Su resiliencia y espiritualidad 
continúan intrigando y siendo 
objeto de estudio y admiración. 
La Señora Conchita Cabrera 
fue beatificada en mayo de 2019 
en una ceremonia en la Ciudad 
de México. Ella es una figura 
reverenciada e inspiradora en 
la Iglesia Católica Mexicana 
y su beatificación y posible 
santificación la ha hecho sujeto 
creciente de interés en Estados 
Unidos.

La vida de la Señora Cabrera 
fue discutida y celebrada en el 
evento “Encuentro de Texas 
2019/Apostolado de la Cruz” 
el 21 y 22 de septiembre en la 
Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
San Juan del Valle — Santuario 
Nacional, el cual congregó a más 
de 800 gentes de Texas y México. 

El Obispo Daniel E. Flores, junto 
con el Obispo Auxiliar de Seattle 
Eusebio Elizondo Almaguer y 
el Padre Misionero del Espíritu 
Santo Carlos Vera Soto de 
México, hablaron sobre la vida de 
la Señora Cabrera en una sesión 
abierta y también sobre lo que 
ella significa para el mundo de 
hoy.

El Obispo Flores dijo que 
la Señora Cabrera tenía una 
“grandeza de corazón”, un 
enorme corazón y resaltó que su 
fe nunca se tambaleó durante los 
tiempos difíciles — incluyendo 
una época en México cuando el 
gobierno perseguía a la iglesia y 
a sus sacerdotes. Vera Soto llamó 
a la Señora Cabrera “un regalo 
de Dios” y uno de sus escritos 
que sostiene que hay almas 
sacerdotales que no tienen la 
ordenación del sacerdocio pero 
tienen misiones sacerdotales.

El Obispo Elizondo Almaguer 

dijo que la Señora Cabrera era 
como “un rayo de luz” que llenó 
todas las vocaciones de una 
mujer y es una figura maternal 
espiritual que perdura en la 
Iglesia Católica.

La Señora Cabrera tuvo 
muchos eventos trascendentales 
en su vida y probablemente 
ninguno tan dramático y 
significativo como una visión que 
recibió el domingo de Pascua de 
1894. Ella describió haber tenido 
una visión en la iglesia donde 
vio una cruz brillante de luz en 
la que el corazón de Jesús estaba 
atravesado por una lanza y el 
Espíritu Santo descendió sobre la 
cruz. Este sería el nacimiento de la 
obra más grande, “El Apostolado 
de la Cruz”. La Señora Cabrera 
escribió que Jesús explicó “la cruz 
es la salvación de la humanidad. 
Mi corazón atravesado y por él y 
a través de él, el Espíritu enciende 
corazones”.

Todo esto lleva a la pasión 
de la fe y la devoción a Dios, 
que definió la vida de la Señora 
Cabrera. En uno de sus mensajes 
más trascendentales sobre como 
amar a la iglesia, ella escribió, 
“Amar a la iglesia es no criticarla, 
no destruirla, no tratar de cambiar 
sus estructuras esenciales, no 
reducirla al humanismo … Amar 
a la iglesia es colaborar con el 
trabajo de redención por medio 
de la cruz y de esta forma obtener 
las gracias del Espíritu Santo”.

Al concluir las pláticas de 
discusión de los obispos sobre 
la vida de la Señora Cabrera, la 
audiencia en la Basílica aplaudió 
con gran entusiasmo, señal de que 
su mensaje todavía resuena 150 
años después de su nacimiento 
y en un tiempo en el que sus 
escritos están encontrando un 
nuevo seguimiento.

Primera mujer laica beatificada en México tema de estudio 
en el Encuentro de Texas 2019 del Apostolado de la Cruz

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

La beata María Concepción Cabrera de Armida es la primera laica beatificada de México. Su 
retrato de joven y su relicario se muestran arriba durante el Encuentro Texas 2019 / Apostolado 
de la Cruz del 21 al 22 de septiembre en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de San Juan del Valle-
Santuario Nacional.

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

El relicario, con un fragmento 
de hueso del mártir San José 
Sánchez del Río fue expuesto 
para la veneración de los 
fieles el 12 de septiembre 
hasta el 14 de septiembre 
en la Basílica de Nuestra 
Señora de San Juan del 
Valle-Santuario Nacional. La 
reliquia estaba acompañada 
por una escultura del santo 
mexicano.
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El poder de la oración
La iglesia nos dice que todo lo 

que nos ha querido revelar Dios 
y que necesitamos para nuestra 

salvación, lo ha hecho a través de su 
amado hijo Jesús, y sus enseñanzas 
están en las sagradas escrituras. Nada 
falta. Todo lo que necesitamos esta 
en la Biblia. Y es solamente en el cielo 
que seremos capaces de comprender 
lo que es la revelación divina. Sin 
embargo la iglesia reconoce que 
ha habido santos y místicos que 
han dejado constancia de dichas 
revelaciones. 

Hace una semana, en Perú, 
celebraron los más de cuatro siglos 
del fallecimiento de Sta. Rosa de 
Lima, ella fue canonizada por el Papa 
Clemente X en 1671 y fue designada 
santa patrona de Sudamérica y 
también las islas Filipinas. Ella tiene 
la distinción en la historia de la iglesia 
de ser la primera mujer nacida en el 
nuevo continente que fue canonizada. 

En vida llevo el nombre de Isabel 
de Flores y Oliva, hija de españoles 
radicados en Lima, donde ella nació, 
como no había conventos dominicos 
en ese entonces, ella profeso sus votos 
y se recluyo en una choza en el jardín 
de su casa, en pobreza y destitución. 
Ella vivía para la contemplación 
fervorosa y la oración permanente, 
las crónicas de entonces relatan que 
era tan popular que hubo que utilizar 
guardias para evitar que las multitudes 
que asistieron a su entierro le 
arrancaran pedazos de su hábito que 

querían guardar como reliquia. 
Hoy en día, si algún creyente 

dice que ha tenido una revelación, 
y esto le sirve para fortalecer su fe y 
llevar una mejor vida, pues adelante. 
Si el mensaje revelado contradice 
las sagradas escrituras, entonces 
no proviene de Dios, pues El no 
puede engañar ni ser engañado, ni se 
contradice. 

Lo mismo aplica para las 
“apariciones” de la Virgen. La 
Virgen Maria no contradice el plan 
de Dios para nuestra salvación. En 
las sagradas escrituras se establece 
claramente que María nunca dudo de 
su fe, y que coopero con el Padre, el 
Hijo y el Espíritu Santo en la causa de 
nuestra salvación y redención a través 
de Jesucristo. 

Cuando la gente habla de 
“apariciones” y de mensajes que no 
contradigan la fe, la Iglesia toma 
la misma posición que cuando el 
tiempo de los apóstoles. Si el mensaje 
proviene de Dios perdurara con el 
tiempo. 

A los creyentes no se les prohíbe 
expresar lo que han visto o han 
sentido con dichas “apariciones”, si 
esto les permite crecer espiritualmente 
y sentirse mas cerca de Jesús. Pero 
esto mismo se puede sentir si 
tenemos como costumbre participar 
activamente en una vida sacramental, 
como recibir a Jesús en la eucaristía, 
confesarnos y vivir como cristianos, 

Msgr. Juan Nicolau, 
Ph.D.,STL 
Sacerdote jubilado de la 
Diócesis de Brownsville 
 

»La Alegría 
de Vivir

» Por favor lea El poder p.14

Se anuncia nueva
 forma de documento 

de identificación
Por PAUL BINZ

The Valley Catholic

PHARR — El obispo Dan-
iel E. Flores se reunió con los 
líderes de Valley Interfaith el 
24 de septiembre en las Milpas, 
para presentar la “estrategia de 
identificación parroquial”, un 
programa para proveer a todos 
los miembros de las parroquias 
de la Diócesis de Brownsville 
con una forma para identificarse 
a sí mismos frente a la ley local, 
sin importar su documentación 
o estatus legal.

Hablando frente a una sala 
llena de alrededor de 500 perso-
nas en el Centro de Desarrollo 
e Investigación de Pharr en las 
Milpas, el obispo Daniel Flores 
dijo que la necesidad de una 
identificación tiene crucial im-
portancia y valor en la vida de 
las personas — y aún más para 
los inmigrantes marginados.

 “Me gustaría enfatizar que 
el documento de identificación 
(ID) significa algo más que 
simplemente el hecho de que 
ya cuente la persona con una 
identificación, un domicilio, una 
foto o algo para enseñar si tal vez 
los detienen en un semáforo en 
rojo o por alguna otra razón”, — 
dijo el obispo Flores. “Significa 
algo mucho más profundo: Yo 
pertenezco a una parroquia, y 

así de esta forma, en esta comu-
nidad, yo no estoy viviendo en la 
sombra”.

Varios oficiales locales se han 
sumado en este esfuerzo, incluy-
endo jefes de policía y oficiales 
de Pharr, Edinburgo y McAllen. 
Como maestro de ceremonias 
del evento, el Padre de la comun-
idad de los Oblatos, Padre Kevin 
Collins, párroco de la parroquia 
de San Eugenio de Mazenod en 
Brownsville, les pidió que re-
spondieran tres preguntas:

 “Aunque sabemos que no 
hay sustitución para una iden-
tificación expedida por el gobi-
erno, ¿podría un oficial a su dis-
creción y bajo su criterio aceptar 
una identificación con fotografía 
- por ejemplo, una identificación 
de una escuela o de una iglesia 
— para identificarse? Eso prim-
ero”.

 “Segundo, ¿entrenarán a 
sus oficiales de policía para que 
puedan reconocer las múltiples 
formas de documentos de iden-
tificación?”

 “Tercero, ¿continuarán tra-
bajando con nosotros para con-
struir la confianza y abordar el 
crimen de manera conjunta?

A su vez, el Jefe de Policía 
de Edinburgo Cesar Torres, el 
Jefe de policía de Pharr José Lu-
engo y la Capitana de Policía de 

María: LLena de Gracia  

Lydia Pesina 
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar 
 

»Vida 
Familiar Es una maravilla recordar que las 

Escrituras nos dicen que Juan 
el Bautista saltó en el vientre 

de Isabel cuando María entró en su 
hogar! ¡Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, nuestro 
Señor y Salvador estaba “descansan-
do” en el vientre de su madre! ¡María 
era y verdaderamente es “llena de 
gracia”! Lucas 1: 41-42 “Al oir Isabel su 
saludo, el niño dió saltos en su vientre. 
Isabel se llenó del Espiritu Santo  y ex-
clamó en alta voz: ¡Bendita eres entre 
todas las mujeres y bendito es el fruto 
de tu vientre!

Para algunos de nosotros católi-
cos, podría ser fácil olvidar cuán 
significativas son esas palabras para 
nuestra redención y para nuestra 
vida diaria. Si rezamos el rosario de 
manera regular, las palabras tal vez 
se vuelvan rutinarias, sin embargo, 
cuán profundas pueden ser cuando 
reflexionamos sobre ellas.

Durante el mes de octubre, la Igle-
sia recuerda a María de una manera 
especial, tanto como Madre de Dios 
así como nuestra madre. Celebramos 
la fiesta de Nuestra Señora del Rosario 
el 7 de octubre.

Es común ver rosarios colgados en 
los espejos retrovisores y así podemos 
suponer fácilmente que el conductor 
es católico y tiene una devoción por 

el rosario. Recuerdo que 
un sacerdote en la Basílica 
invitaba a las personas a 
recordar usar ese rosario 

a menudo cuando conducían 
hacia y desde el trabajo. Es un buen 
recordatorio para todos los que 
profesamos la fe en meditar sobre 
los misterios del rosario y / o tal vez 
pedirle a nuestra Madre María que 
interceda por nosotros ante su hijo 
Jesús por las intenciones que están 
en nuestros corazones. Creemos 
que Jesús, como todos los buenos 
hijos, escucha a su madre y 

responde como lo hizo en la fiesta de 
bodas de Caná cuando convirtió el 
agua en vino para esa preciosa novia y 
el novio a quienes se les había termi-
nado el vino.

Aunque hay diferentes puntos de 

vista sobre la historia del Rosario, hay 
algunos elementos comunes: 
1.  “El uso de cuerdas de oración 

anudadas en el cristianismo se 
remonta a los Padres del Desierto 
en el siglo tercero y principios del 
siglo IV. 

2.  El período posterior a El Primer 
Concilio de Éfeso en 431 fue tes-
tigo de un crecimiento gradual en 
el uso de las oraciones marianas 
durante la Edad Media. 

3.  Según algunas tradiciones católi-
cas, el Rosario fue entregado a 
Santo Domingo en una visión de 
la Santísima Virgen María 

4.  Algunos historiadores visual-
izaron un desarrollo gradual del 
rosario en el que la repetición de 
las oraciones marianas que for-
man la base del Rosario necesi-
taban alguna forma auxiliar de 
conteo, lo que resultó en la forma 
moderna del Rosario rezado en 
cuentas “. (W) 
Además, existen tantas devociones 

diferentes a María, relacionadas ya sea 
con una aparición o con un aspecto 
particular del papel de María tanto 
como madre, que como protectora o 
como redentora.

Recientemente, asistí a un curso 
de una semana sobre “Teología del 
Cuerpo” en Ohio. El profesor hizo ref-
erencia a la Cruz de la Unidad y habló 
de María como co-redentora con 
Cristo. Esa imagen me fascinó y luego 
busqué su historia y significado.

Aparentemente proviene del 
Movimiento de Schoenstatt. Su sitio 
web dice que “La Cruz de la Unidad se 
ha convertido en uno de los símbo-
los más característicos de ese Mov-
imiento. En esta cruz, se pueden ver 
tres símbolos: la imagen de Cristo, la 
imagen de María y el Símbolo del Pa-
dre. La Cruz de la Unidad expresa la 
biunidad que Schoenstatt quiere proc-
lamar: Cristo es inseparable de María 
y María es inseparable de Cristo. El 
Símbolo del Padre en la cúspide de la 
cruz ilumina todo: Cristo y María des-
cansan en el Padre, en la cruz que el 

» Por favor lea María p.14

Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

Cerca de 500 personas asistieron a una reunión el 25 de septiembre en 
el Centro de Investigación y Desarrollo de Pharr en Las Milpas, donde los 
líderes de la Iglesia y de Valley Interfaith anunciaron una nueva estrategia 
de identificación parroquial.

» Por favor lea Identificación p.14



Octubre 2019   - The Valley Catholic 13NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL

Fe en el ValleFe en el Valle

Como másy más colonizadores 
vengan, temo qu será de los pueblos 

indígenas. Sus vidas nómadas 
tendrán que acabar ya que sus 

tierras serán reclamadas por los 
colonizadores.

¿Les enseñamos el evangelio, pero 
no podemos también enseñarles a 

cultivar y criar ganado?

Maria, eres de pequeña estatura, 
pero tu habilidad para tejer 

equivale a la de cualquier dama 
noble en la ciudad de México.

1752. hay 359 indígenas 
que viven ahora en la misión. 
La fe se está arraigando en 

nueva españa.

La época de la misión en el sur de texas no duró mucho 
tiempo. Los pueblos indígenas fueron diezmados por 

enfermedades traídas por los colonizadores, y después la 
mayoría de ellos fueron trasladados a reservas lejanas.

En Mexico: Les daremos tierra gratis, 100 pesos y serán libres de 
impuestos por diez años. Vengan y construyan la colonia 
más nueva de españa en este valle fértil del Rio Grande

En 1749, las primeras 
cuarenta familias llegaron. 

En los próximos años, 700 
familias más aceptarían la 

invitación de Escandon.

En esos días, la región se consideraba 
como parte de la Diócesis de 

Guadalajara, México. Los padres 
Franciscanos que eran maestros en 

Querétaro y Zacatecas supervisaban el 
cuidado de los fieles en lo que después se 

convertiría la Diócesis de Brownsville.

En 1747, 
España 

regresó al 
valle.

El partido de 
Escandón creó 

los primeros 
mapas detallados 

del valle.
...y colonizar estas 

tierras desconocidas.

Ir por esta región y tomar nota 
de sus riquezas, su pueblo y 

sus ríos. Se convertirá en una 
gran colonia de españa en el 

nuevo mundo.
Es nuestro propósito 
explorar, pacificar...

Dos sacerdotes acompañaban a Escandón en su expedición
Gracias a usted, 

Fray Ortiz,
Los indígenas nos 
han recibido con 
tanta amabilidad

Del libro, Fe en el Valle: Una historia ilustrada de la Diócesis de Brownsville
ContinuaráContinuará

Por WALTER SÁNCHEZ SILVA 
ACI Prensa

El Papa Francisco presidió 
una Misa en la comunidad Nue-
vos Horizontes este martes 24 de 
septiembre, en la que alentó a 
confiar en el Señor para constru-
ir la vida con oración y trabajo.

En su visita a la Ciudadela 
del Cielo de la comunidad Nue-
vos Horizontes, que atiende a 
personas necesitadas para rein-
tegrarse laboralmente, el Santo 
Padre explicó que “no podemos 
construir nuestras vidas, no 
podemos mantener el templo 
de nuestra vida en pie bien sin 
Jesús, sin la confianza en Jesús”.

Esta tarea, dijo el Papa, es 
posible solo “con los ladrillos 
en una mano y la espada en la 
otra, es decir con el trabajo y la 
oración, la confianza en nuestras 
manos” y “la confianza en la 
oración a Dios, que es la espada 
que nos hará ir adelante”.

El Santo Padre hizo esta re-
flexión sobre la primera lectura 
del libro de Esdras, en la que se 
narra cómo se reconstruyó el 
templo en Jerusalén que estaba 
destruido durante años. En esta 
tarea, los que hacían esta labor 
“en una mano tenían los ladril-
los y en la otra la espada” para 
defender la construcción de 
quienes se habían acostumbrado 

“a vivir en medio de las ruinas”.
Los trabajadores se de-

fendían así de “los mercaderes 
de las ruinas, los mercaderes de 
la muerte, los mercaderes del 
status quo. Estos, con una banda 
de amigos, de noche destruían 
lo que se construía del muro du-
rante el día”.

El Santo Padre resaltó luego 
que “la construcción del templo 
se defiende con el trabajo y con 
la espada, es decir con la lucha. 
También la reconstrucción de 
una vida es una gracia, no mer-
ecida porque todo es gracia, pero 
es necesario defenderla. Con el 
trabajo y con la lucha, para no 

Papa Francisco: La oración es la 
espada que nos hará ir adelante

CNS photo/Vatican Media

El Papa Francisco posa para una foto el 18 de septiembre con miembros de una delegación estadounidense que viajó a Roma para 
presentar los resultados del V Encuentro Nacional al Papa y a los altos funcionarios del Vaticano. El Arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los 
Ángeles, líder de la delegación, se ve en el extremo izquierdo. Junto a él están el Obispo Auxiliar Arturo Cepeda de Detroit y Paola 
Martínez de la Diócesis de San Bernardino, California. A la derecha del papa están Luis Peña de la Arquidiócesis de Nueva York, 
Junuee Castro de la diócesis de Salt Lake City y el Obispo Nelson J. Pérez de Cleveland. 

» Por favor lea La oración p.14

Catholic News Service

Una delegación de Estados 
Unidos, que incluye al Arzobis-
po de Los Ángeles, Mons. José 
Gomez, presentaro las conclu-
siones del V Encuentro Nacional 
de Pastoral Hispana/Latina al 
Papa Francisco el 18 de septiem-
bre.

El V Encuentro se realizó en 
septiembre de 2018 con cerca de 
3 mil católicos hispanos y lati-
nos, abordando temas como el 
acompañamiento de inmigran-
tes, acceso a la educación superi-
or, formación de liderazgo laico, 
servicio comunitario y evangeli-
zación.

La reunión de cuatro días fue 
la culminación de cuatro años de 
consultas y talleres a niveles par-
roquial, diocesano y regional de 
la Iglesia en Estados Unidos. El 
tema fue “Discípulos Misione-
ros: Testigos del amor de Dios”.

Mons. Gomez dijo a CNA —
agencia en inglés del Grupo ACI 
— que el V Encuentro ayudó a 
“los latinos a comprender que 
realmente pertenecen a los Esta-
dos Unidos y que están trayendo 

sus regalos a nuestra sociedad”.
“Creo que fue hermoso ver 

su participación y la realidad de 
que necesitamos que sean líderes 
en nuestra comunidad. Están to-
talmente comprometidos con la 
vida, la sociedad en los Estados 
Unidos y haciendo una contri-
bución a cada aspecto de la vida 
del país y especialmente a los va-
lores del Evangelio”, aseguró.

Además, dijo que la comuni-
dad latina trae consigo un com-

promiso con los valores cristia-
nos que están en la base de sus 
propios países.

Mons. Gomez también instó 
a los católicos estadounidenses a 
rezar más para que el Gobierno 
llegue a una solución sobre una 
reforma migratoria integral.

El Arzobispo se encuentra en 
Roma con una delegación de 12 
personas, incluidos el Obispo de 
Cleveland, Mons. Nelson Pérez; 
y el Obispo Auxiliar de Detroit, 

Entregan conclusiones del V Encuentro 
de pastoral hispana y latina al Papa

CNS photo/USCCB

El arzobispo José H. Gómez, de Los Ángeles, a la derecha, habla junto a un clérigo 
no identificado durante una reunión en Roma con representantes del Encuentro de 
Estados Unidos el 13 de septiembre. Los representantes del Encuentro estaban en 
Roma para presentar las conclusiones del V Encuentro Nacional al Papa Francisco y a 
los funcionarios del Vaticano.

Mons. Arturo Cepeda. El grupo 
se reunirá con el Papa Francisco 
después de la audiencia general 
del 18 de septiembre.

Este equipo también ha par-
ticipado en reuniones con ofi-
cinas y dicasterios del Vaticano 
desde el 13 de este mes.

Mons. Gomez, quien es vice-
presidente de la Conferencia de 

Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos (USCCB, por sus siglas 
en inglés) y nació en México, 
dijo que el grupo presentaro al 
Papa un documento que resume 
lo que las diferentes personas 
experimentaron en la reunión y 
las formas prácticas de seguir el 
proceso.

» Por favor lea Entregan p.14
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si tratamos de ayudar al más 
necesitado. 

Oremos y encomendemos 
a todos los santos a todos 
los afectados por el huracán 
Dorian, ver la devastación en las 
Bahamas nos impacta, damos 
gracias que aquí  aun no nos ha 

pasado un desastre así, aunque 
si hemos visto como otras 
tormentas que han inundado 
nuestras comunidades, estos 
fenómenos meteorológicos 
nos dejan claro lo indefensos 
que somos ante la naturaleza. 
Oremos pues por los difuntos y 
por quienes han perdido todo de 
un día para otro. 

Nuestro objetivo al orar es 
sentirnos cerca de Jesús, que 

es lo que nos da la paz, con 
el entendimiento que todo lo 
que nos acerque a Él, será en 
nuestro beneficio. Termino 
con la definición de Sta. Teresa: 
“Oración es estar muchas veces 
a solas con quien sabemos que 
nos ama”.

¡Vive un día a la vez! … ignite 
the moment! ... y recuerda que 
Dios te ama y yo también.

El poder
continúa de pág. 12

Padre ha determinado en su plan de amor, 
como el camino de la redención para todos 
sus hijos. Además, Cristo y María tienen 
una postura única: están vivos y se miran 
mutuamente en un diálogo profundo de 
Madre e Hijo que no necesita palabras. 
La sangre que María recoge con su cáliz 

emana de un costado de Cristo. El hecho 
de que estén vivos no solo es simbólico; 
más bien, hace más evidente una verdad 
de fe: en la cruz, Cristo y María, así 
como en realidad, están actualmente 

vivos en un solo cuerpo glorioso “.
Durante este mes de octubre, que nues-

tra Bendita Madre María, verdaderamente 
llena de gracia, interceda por cada una de 
nuestras familias.

María
continúa de pág. 12

dejar que los mercaderes de 
la destrucción vuelvan a hacer 
de esta vida un cúmulo de pie-
dras, de ruinas, de ladrillos”.

“La liturgia dice que Dios 
hace ver su potencia en la cre-
ación pero más aún en la re-
dención, es decir en la victoria 
de Jesús, en la victoria de Jesús 
por nosotros, para que Jesús 
construya el templo, construya 
la Iglesia, construya nuestras 
vidas”, resaltó el Pontífice.

En un encuentro previo a 
la Misa y tras escuchar algu-
nos testimonios de las perso-
nas que reciben ayuda en la 
Ciudadela del Cielo, el Papa 
Francisco dijo a los presentes 
que “ustedes han sido llama-
dos, mirados, acariciados. La 
caricia de Jesús nos enseña una 
cosa bella: que el único gesto, 
la única vez en la vida en la que 
es plenamente humano mirar a 
una persona de arriba abajo es 
para ayudarla a levantarse”.

“Jesús hace también este 
gesto de dignidad para ayudar-
nos: se abaja. Esta es la cosa 

más grande de nuestro Dios: 
un Dios que se abaja y se hace 
cercano”, agregó.

“Nuestro Dios es cercano. 
No es un Dios lejano. Jesús no 
es lejano. Se ha hecho Jesús 
para caminar con nosotros, 
para hacer este gesto: levan-
tarnos, para llenar el corazón, 
para mirarnos con amor, para 
hablarnos con esa voz que solo 
Él tiene”, subrayó el Papa Fran-
cisco.

Tras la Misa en la que los 
cantos fueron entonados por el 
famoso tenor italiano Andrea 
Bocelli, el Papa plantó un olivo 
y poco antes de las 5:00 p.m. 
volvió al Vaticano.

La Comunidad “Nuevos  
Horizontes” se ubica en la lo-
calidad italiana Frosinone a 
unos cien kilómetros del Vati-
cano y fue fundada en 1993 
por Chiara Amirante.

Según señala Vatican News 
“se destaca por la hospitalidad 
y el apoyo que ofrece a per-
sonas necesitadas, a través de 
centros de escucha y apoyo 
a la vida, hogares familiares, 
lugares y laboratorios para la 
agregación y reintegración lab-
oral”.

La oración
continúa de pág. 13

“El Encuentro ha sido un 
proceso hermoso, eso es lo 
que queremos compartir con 
el Papa Francisco y todos los 
demás. Ha sido un ejercicio 
hermoso de cómo involucrar 
especialmente a la comunidad 
latina en la vida de la Iglesia. 
Así que eso es lo que queremos 
compartir con él”, explicó.

Mons. Pérez, que es presi-

dente del Comité de Diversi-
dad Cultural de la Iglesia de la 
USCCB, dijo a CNA que parte 
del fruto del V Encuentro fue 
el “liderazgo emergente, en 
muchos sentidos, de la próx-
ima generación de líderes y 
líderes pastorales laicos en la 
iglesia de los Estados Unidos”.

A nivel parroquial, señaló 
que 3 mil parroquias y 350 mil 
católicos participaron en el 
proceso del Encuentro en los 
últimos años.

Entregan
continúa de pág. 13

Ester Salas / The Valley Catholic

Izquierda: El obispo Daniel E. Flores se 
prepara para ungir el altar en la Iglesia 
Nuestra Señora Reina de los Ángeles 
el 14 de septiembre en La Joya como 
parte de la ceremonia de rededicación. 
Arriba: El Obispo Flores también 
celebra la misa en la iglesia.

Identificación
continúa de pág. 12

McAllen Irene Luna, estuvieron todos de 
acuerdo, afirmando el amplio apoyo guber-
namental a nivel local.

El programa de identificación (ID) par-
roquial surgió cerca de hace un año y medio 
en Farmer Branch, un suburbio de Dallas.

 “Ellos se dieron cuenta que muy poca 
gente asistía a misa”, — dijo Joe Hinojosa de 
“Valley Interfaith” y un parroquiano de la 
parroquia del Espíritu Santo en McAllen, 
contando los orígenes del programa. “El-
los le preguntaron a la gente el por qué y las 
personas les respondían que tenían miedo 
de salir de sus hogares”.

Muchos de los residentes de la ciudad 
eran indocumentados, ellos rara vez se 
aventuraban a salir de no ser para ir a traba-
jar o a comprar al supermercado y evitaban 
el contacto con la policía, aún si habían sido 
víctimas de algún delito.

El jefe de la policía de ese lugar fue cues-
tionado acerca de si su departamento acep-
taría un documento de identificación con 
foto, nombre y dirección, expedido por una 
parroquia local, a lo que el jefe respondió 
que sí, - dijo Hinojosa.

Hoy, unas 10,000 personas en el área de 
Dallas, llevan consigo tarjetas de identifi-
cación expedidas por parroquias, — dijo el 
Padre Collins.

Una situación similar existe en el Valle.
 “Nosotros hablamos con inmigrantes 

miembros de nuestra parroquia, San Eu-
genio de Mazenod”, -Rosie Hinojosa, líder 
de “Valley Interfaith” de Brownsville, dijo. 
“Ellos tiene miedo de dejar a sus hijos en la 
escuela o de salir a comprar víveres”.

 “Cuando les preguntamos qué es lo que 

ellos más necesitan, nos dijeron que necesi-
tan una identificación”, — dijo ella. “Ahora 
que ellos saben que la diócesis y sus par-
roquias están trabajando con ellos en esta 
estrategia, vemos esperanza en sus rostros”.

El Padre Collins explicó las limitaciones 
de la tarjeta a la multitud.

 “La tarjeta de identificación (ID) no es 
una tarjeta para salir de la cárcel gratuita-
mente; no les otorga el permiso de manejar; 
no es una identificación gubernamental de 
ninguna manera”, — dijo. “Es simplemente 
una tarjeta de identificación (ID) que dice 
que son miembros de la parroquia que ex-
pide la tarjeta; su fecha de nacimiento está 
ahí; su dirección está ahí. Y expira. Necesi-
tan ser miembros de la iglesia al menos tres 
meses antes de la fecha en que expida la tar-
jeta (ID)”.

Durante la reunión, la hermana Norma 
Pimentel, directora de “Catholic Charities” 
de Río Grande Valley, presentó un cheque 
por la cantidad de $10,000, otorgado por 
dicha organización como parte inicial del 
dinero para financiar el programa.

Los que expiden la tarjeta no se limitan 
sólo a parroquias católicas, - dijo el Padre 
Collins. Otras denominaciones y orga-
nizaciones también podrán participar en el 
programa.

 “Gran parte del enfoque está en las con-
versaciones nacionales y estatales acerca de 
la inmigración”, — dijo el Padre Francisca-
no Tom Luczac, párroco de la parroquia de 
las Sagrada Familia en Edinburgo. “Esta es 
una estrategia local que les da mis propios 
parroquianos la dignidad de poder iden-
tificarse a sí mismos frente a un oficial de 
policía”.

“Esto les impactará a ellos en forma 
positiva. Eso es lo que me emociona”, — 
dijo el Padre Luczac.

Dedicación 
del altar
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Recommended by  
SISTER MAUREEN 

CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the 

Media Resource 
Center - Diocese of 

Brownsville

»From the Bookshelf

Length: 165 pages
Publication: Forest of 
Peace (1993)
Author: Edward Hays

Holy Fools will turn upside down your 
ideas about holiness and spirituality and 
is guaranteed to entertain and enlighten 
you! Contemporary spiritual writer, Edward 
Hays, as playfully as a court jester, flips over 
ends-over-end such solemn subjects as 
solitude and prayer, the hunger for miracles, 
the conventional pursuit of piety and the 
questions of life and death in this handbook 
for a hobbyhorse holiness. Adults

Holy Fools & Mad 
Hatters: A Handbook 
for Hobbyhorse 
Holiness 

Format: DVD 
Run time: 20 minutes 
Production: 
Oblate Media and 
Communication Corp. 
(2010)  

The Church has worked in every age to 
make sure that the Mass is meaningful to 
the community in which it is celebrated. 
At the same time, the Church has been 
careful to preserve the original meaning 
of the Mass prayers and responses for it 
contemporary audience. These changes 
took effect Nov. 27, 2011. Youth/Adults

Praying The Mass 
Today: The Revised 
Roman Missal

Format: DVD 
Run time: 25 minutes 
Production: Herald 
Kids
Language: English 
and Spanish  

The Story of Saint John Bosco, I Will Do 
My Best for Jesus & Meet the Saints.  
Brother Francis is your host. Children 
3-10 years old

The Saints: Our 
Heavenly Friends

»Worth Watching

Length: 163 pages 
Publication: Pauline 
Kids Media (2017)
Authors: Julia Harrell
Illustrated by: Chad 
Thompson

Wouldn’t it be great to have a 
superpower? What if you had a friend 
who could help you get one? Well, you 
do. In fact, you have many friends who 
are ready and willing to teach you about 
their superpowers. You only need to ask! 
Tweens & Teens

How To Be 
A Hero: Train 
With The Saints

— 

For a complete 
listing of titles, visit 
the Media Resource 

Center online at 
www.cdob.org/media-
resource-center or call 

Sister Crosby at 
(956) 784-5041. 

1
MASS FOR CHILDREN 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
The Mass for children with special needs 
and their families is scheduled for 1- 2 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 1, at Holy Family 
Church, 2405 E. Tyler in Brownsville.

3
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(CONSECRATED LIFE)
Every first Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for an 
increase in vocations to consecrated 
life (active and contemplative) and for 
the religious sisters and brothers in 
our diocese and the success of their 
missions. This Holy Hour is set for 7-8 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3 at St. Joseph 
Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in 
Alamo.

5
SACRED HEART PARISH 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Golf Tournament: 8 a.m. Oct. 5 at Monte 
Cristo Golf and Country Club.

6
PRO-LIFE SUNDAY
The Pro-Life Day Balloon campaign: 
Those who would like to participate can 
contact the Pro-Life Office to receive a 
pack of balloons to be given out after 
every Mass. Participants then need to 

get a helium tank and ribbons. For more 
information, call (956) 784-5035.

10
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(DEACONS)
Every second Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for the 
intentions of the deacons (permanent 
and transitional) of the diocese and 
their families.  This month Holy Hour for 
Vocations (Deacons) is set for 7-8 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 10 at St. Joseph Adoration 
Chapel, 723 E. Bowie Ave. in Alamo.

12
MOBILE JOURNALISM AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
Daylong workshop where participants 
can learn how to use their smartphones 
to document events and tell stories. 
Begins at 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12 at San 
Juan Diego church in Colonia El Flaco on 
Western Avenue north of Mission. Lunch 
included. Please register by Oct. 4 at 
(956) 784-5055.

13-19
PRO-LIFE WEEK
A whole week of pro-life activities: 
Catechists and religious education 
teachers to teach on a Pro-Life issue at 
each one of their classes. Lesson plans 
for grades of K-12 for a single talk or for 
a week-long course available at https://
www.cdob.org/prolife-rlm/.

17
WHITE MASS FOR HEALTH 
CARE PROFESSIONALS
The White Mass for Health Care 
Professionals is set for 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 17 at St. Anthony Church in 
Harlingen with Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
celebrating. All health care professionals 
are invited.

17
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(MARRIED LIFE)
Every third Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for 
the intentions of the sanctification of 
the Vocation of Matrimony. Families, 
engaged couples, and couples in the 
Family Apostolic Movements and in other 
marriage ministries are invited to gather 
and pray for this intention. This month 
Holy Hour for Vocations (Married Life) 
is set for 7-8 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 17 
at St. Joseph Adoration Chapel, 723 E. 
Bowie Ave. in Alamo.

18-19
MIGRANT WELCOMING FESTIVAL
The 2019 Migrant Welcoming Festival on 
the grounds of the Basilica of Our Lady 
of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine will 
feature two days of music, safe games 
for children, food, arts and crafts and 
jewelry, and a car show. From 4-10 p.m. 
Friday and 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday.

18-19
2019 MIGRANT WELCOMING 
FESTIVAL AT THE BASILICA
Friday, Oct. 18 from 4-10 p.m. and 
Saturday, Oct. 19 from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
on the grounds of the Basilica of Our Lady 
of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. 
(956) 787-0033.

5-6
ST. THERESA PARISH 
FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, Oct. 5 and Sunday, Oct. 6 
from 5-10 p.m. both days at St. Theresa 
Catholic Church, 1300 Combes St. in San 
Benito. (956) 399-3247.

5-6
ST. MARGARET MARY 
PARISH JAMAICA
Saturday, Oct. 5 and Sunday, Oct. 6, from 
4-10 p.m. both days, at St. Margaret 
Mary Church, 122 W. Hawk in Pharr. 
(956) 787-8563.

12
INCARNATE WORD 
ACADEMY FALL FEST
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6-11 p.m. 
at Incarnate Word Academy, 244 
Resaca Blvd. in Brownsville. For more 
information, call (956) 546-4486.

12
SACRED HEART PARISH 
ANNUAL KERMESSE
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 4-10:30 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Parish, 215 N. 16th Ave. in 
Edinburg. (956) 383-3253.

12-13
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 
FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, Oct. 12 and Sunday, Oct. 13 
from 2-10 p.m. at St. John the Baptist 
Parish, 216 W. 1st St. in San Juan. (956) 
783-1196.

12-13
HOLY FAMILY PARISH KERMES 

Saturday, Oct. 12 and Sunday, Oct. 13 
from 6:30-11 p.m. at Holy Family Church, 
2403 E. Tyler in Brownsville. (956) 546-
6975.

12-13
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 
CHURCH FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 4-10 p.m.  and 
Sunday, Oct. 13 from 2-9 p.m. at St. Pius 
X Catholic Church, 600 S. Oklahoma in 
Weslaco. (956) 968-7471.

12-13
OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA 
PARISH ANNUAL 
CHURCH FESTIVAL
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6 to 11 p.m., and 
Sunday Oct. 13 from 5 to 10 p.m. at Our 
Lady, Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 
705 S. Longoria in Port Isabel. (956) 
943-1297.

12-13
OUR LADY, QUEEN OF ANGELS 

ANSWER KEY:  107. b and c,  108. a,  109. c,  110. a, b and c, 111. c

19
WALK FOR LIFE IN EDINBURG
The 7th Annual Knights of Columbus Walk for Life in 
Edinburg will form Saturday, Oct. 19 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church at 114 W. Fay in Edinburg, set off at 9 
a.m. with prayer and a Rosary, then proceed to Edinburg 
City Hall. Organizations are welcome to bring their shirts 
and banners.

20
ICM 1OOTH ANNIVERSARY
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
Peñitas celebrate 100 years as an order.

23
RED MASS FOR THE LEGAL PROFESSION
The Red Mass for the legal profession is set for 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 at Holy Family Church, 1302 E. 
Champion St. in Edinburg with Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
celebrating. All lawyers, judges, government officials 
and law enforcement are invited.

26
NIGHT OF HEALING AND DIVINE MERCY
Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D., leads the faithful in prayer 
for a Night of Healing and Divine Mercy at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National 
Shrine.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org 
or call (956) 784-5055. 

PARISH ANNUAL KERMESS 
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6:30-11 p.m., and Sunday Oct. 
13 from 6-11 p.m. at Our Lady, Queen of Angels Catholic 
Church, 916 S. Leo Ave. in La Joya. (956) 585-5223.

19-20
ST. LUKE PARISH AND 
SCHOOL FALL FESTIVAL 
Saturday, Oct. 19 from 5-10 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 
20 from 5-9 p.m. at St. Luke Parish, Price Road and 
Rockwell Drive in Brownsville. (956) 541-1480.

25-26
SAN PEDRO CATHOLIC 
CHURCH KERMESSE 
Friday, Oct. 25 and Saturday, Oct. 26 at San Pedro 
Catholic Church, 7602 Old Military Highway in 
Brownsville. (956) 542-2596.

26
ST. FRANCES XAVIER PARISH 
FALL FESTIVAL 
Saturday, Oct. 26 from 1-9 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier 
Church, 500 S. Canal Street in La Feria. (956) 797-
2666.

OCTOBER – THE MONTH FOR FALL FESTIVALS

ALL MONTH
40 DAYS FOR LIFE
40 Days for Life, a focused pro-life campaign to end abortion 
through prayer, fasting and peaceful vigil outside the abortion 
facility in downtown McAllen, continues daily throughout 
October. To volunteer as a prayer warrior or sidewalk counselor, 
contact Deacon Rudy Sepulveda at (956) 624-6300.
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By R. DANIEL CAVAZOS
The Valley Catholic 

SAN BENITO — 
Daniel Martinez lost his 
right arm at the age of 24.

His determination 
never wavered.

His faith only grew 
stronger.

“God made me a 
Superman with just one 
arm,” the 88-year-old Martinez 
said. “God blessed me greatly. 
I never thought of myself as a 
disabled person.”

Martinez took that message of 
faith and resilience for more than 
three decades to the Port Isabel 
Detention Center, which he refers 
to as the Bayview Center. He was 
among the first parishioners who 
formed the Diocese of Brownsville’s 
Jail & Prison Ministry. Martinez 
recalled the many times he walked 
into the center of 100 or more 
men being detained for violating 
immigration laws. His message to 
the detainees was steady and sure.

“I would tell them, ‘You are 
nothing less in the eyes of God,’” 
Martinez said. “You are being 
detained, yes, but you will pass 
through this and you have many 
blessings awaiting you.” 

The men he saw were down- 

trodden in appearance and 
seemed depleted of spirit.

“The Word of God would lift 
them up,” Martinez said, recalling 
he would use the weekly Scripture 
readings from Mass during his 
Bayview visits. “They would 
kneel at our feet and thank us for 
coming. We would say, ‘It’s not us, 
it’s the Word of God and the power 
of prayer.’”

Martinez’s message to the 
detainees was derived from his 
own life. He lost his right arm as 
a 24-year-old soldier in the U.S. 
Army during military maneuvers 
in South Korea in 1955. The San 
Benito native had a beautiful girl 
waiting back home to marry him. 
He resolved to lead a full life as he 
recuperated in military hospitals 
before getting back home.

“I can do what I need to do,” 
Martinez recalled thinking.

And he did. He came back 
home and married the woman 
who now has been with him for 

more than 60 years — Lupina R. 
Martinez. They would raise three 
children in San Benito. Martinez 
worked for 35 years in the business 
office of a large San Benito-based 
construction company. He and his 
wife also would own and operate 
a shoe store in San Benito on Sam 
Houston for many years.

A constant presence in their 
lives has been their faith and 
service to their church, St. Theresa 
Catholic Church in San Benito. 
They have each served in a number 
of capacities for their beloved 
“Santa Teresita” parish, and none 
perhaps more special than their 
ministry to the immigrants at 
Bayview. For five years, Lupita 
ministered to the women detained 
at the facility before they were 
relocated to Raymondville.

Her experiences were similar 
to her husband’s in reaching out 
to those being detained. She often 
read from Psalms 103, Lupina 
recalled, in her visits to Bayview.

“Bless the Lord, o my soul … 
who redeems your life from the pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy,” the opening Scriptures 
from Psalms 103 read.

Sitting at their kitchen table 
recently, Daniel and Lupina 
looked back at their long lives, 
talking about family and faith, 
their grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and how they dealt 
with the sorrow and grief over the 
recent passing of their only beloved 
grandson. 

“No matter what happens to 
you in your life, you are never 
alone,” Daniel Martinez said. “God 

is always with us.”
It’s the sort of resolve 

Martinez had as a young man of 
24 that would never allow him 
to let himself be seen as being 
handicapped or anything less than 
anyone else.

“I came from nothing and 
overcame it, and so can you,” he 
said, thinking back again to his 
talks with the detainees at Bayview.

God made him a Superman 

with one arm — and a Good 
Samaritan to those desperately 
needing hope.

“I’m grateful that I was able 
to serve God all those years 
with our ministry (in Bayview),” 
said Martinez, who just recently 
stopped making those visits due 
to health reasons. “I think if we 
would ask Jesus Christ who a 
Good Samaritan is, he would say, 
‘The person standing next to you.’”

Our Catholic  Family
Resolve, inspiration follow service mishap 

R. Daniel Cavazos / The Valley Catholic

Daniel and Lupina Martinez of San Benito have been married for more than 60 
years since his return from service in Korea. The couple also can claim many years of 
service ministering to detained men and women in Bayview — efforts which figured 
in the formation of the Diocese of Brownsville’s Jail & Prison Ministry.

Korea veteran’s 
vows result in 
a well-lived life


