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Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

»From our 
shepherd

We have 
a unique 
opportunity 
to open 
ourselves to a 
closeness with 
God in our 
listening and 
discernment. ” 

“

Listening as Jesus listensEscuchar 
como Jesús 
escucha The Gospels are filled with accounts of Jesus in-

teracting with people. Jesus climbs into a fish-
erman’s boat and talks with Simon Peter.  Jesus 

preaches to large crowds and gives instruction to his 
apostles.  Jesus meets the sad and confused disciples 
on the road to Emmaus and talks with them. Each 
exchange leads to a profound encounter and prepares 
the heart for conversion.

As we reflect on the daring and bold way that 
Jesus engages people in his ministry, we should take 
notice that the style of Jesus should also be the style 
of the Church. It is a style characterized by encounter, 
dialogue, and renewal in faith.

When Jesus communicates, it is more than shar-
ing a message. He is sharing his very self. Jesus is the 
Word made flesh and the ultimate communication 
of God’s love for us. As believers, we can imitate his 
generosity and compassion by communicating with 
each other through patient and attentive listening 
and dialogue.

In order to be faithful to this style, which means 
that we must immerse ourselves more in prayer and 
reflection on the Gospels. There, he shows his way. 
We need also to learn to walk in this way of Jesus and 
be creative in our listening to each other. The Lord 
models who and how we accompany others. Jesus 
earnestly seeks to hear the cry of the poor, the blind, 
the marginalized, and the outcast. He goes out to 
meet and engage people. Pope Francis emphasizes 
this missionary approach and reminds especially pas-
tors that we should ‘smell like their sheep.’ In other 
words, we should go out and be among the people we 
are called serve and lead.  But this is not just advice 
for pastors, it is a call to all of us in the Church to 
extend ourselves in listening and serving one another 
in the style of Jesus. In this way, we can follow Jesus' 
example of going forth. He is on the road with us; he 
is the Way.  Él está en camino, él es el Camino.  

During this important time when we walk the 
synodal path in our diocese, we make a special effort 
to listen to one another as the People of God so that 
we can hear and discern the Holy Spirit. 

Tenemos que salir y buscar cómo escuchar a los 
que no tienen voz. In a world that thinks nobody is 
listening, we have to find a way by which we can hear 
people who are on the side of the road with no one to 
hear them.

The style of Jesus is not one that can be learned 
by simply reading a book.  We learn the style of Jesus 
by immersing ourselves in his prayer to the Father, 
his teachings, and his love for the poor. Jesus teaches 
not just with words, but by his example. He models 
the radical love for God and neighbor in his actions. 

A challenge today is that we too often do not 
look for Jesus. How do we follow Jesus when we can-
not see him?  As the recent Sunday Gospel of Jesus 
healing of the blind Bartimaeus indicates, we find 

Jesus by listening for his voice. Bartimaeus boldly 
calls out to Jesus over the crowds who try to silence 
him.  Jesus hears him and sends for him. When the 
two meet, Bartimaeus says, “Master, I want to see.” Je-
sus indicates first that he has heard the man, though 
so many wanted to silence him. He tells him that his 
faith has not only healed him, but is his salvation. 

Like in many of these exchanges, Jesus asks a 
question and invites our response.  We can have con-
fidence the Lord hears us. In being heard, the healing 
begins. Take advantage of what Jesus is asking of you.  
He waits for your response. As the blind Bartimaeus 
demonstrates, faith will move us even when we can-
not see. Call to him!

Yet, in the Church we must also learn how to be 
Jesus’s ears in the community. This is why the call of 
the Synod is a call to learn how to listen to each other, 
to hear the voices that  wish to speak of their hopes 
and fears. If we pray to hear as Jesus hears, and if we 
learn to respond as Jesus responds, we can be instru-
ments of his grace and healing in our communities. 

And while the task may be simple, it is not easy. 
We are perhaps used to thinking and acting this way. 
But we must begin. It is something that can only be 
accomplished with the grace of God. St. Thomas 
Aquinas reminds us of the primacy of following Jesus 
when he says, “It is better to limp along in the right 
direction than to run in the wrong direction.” Es me-
jor claudicar en camino correcto que correr en camino 
equivocado.

As the diocesan phase of Synod 2023 begins, 
we have a unique opportunity to open ourselves to a 
closeness with God in our listening and discernment.  
The Pope is asking the whole world to spend time 
listening to each other. 

The fruit of this journey is learning the style of 
Jesus.  We have two main questions with which to 
engage: (1) How are we doing in our witness as a 
Church that truly lives our baptismal communion? 
Is our walking together, helping each other, listening 
to each other a real sign of this communion? And (2) 
How are we as the communion of the baptized living 
up to our common mission of announcing Jesus to 
a world that needs him, that needs to see his light 
and needs to hear his word of encouragement and 
salvation?

I invite you to reflect and discern your response 
to Jesus asking you, “How are we (all of us) doing? 
How is it going? If we listen to each other about these 
things, we can help each other deepen our commun-
ion and better live our mission.

During this time, we walk, we listen to each 
other, we discern God’s voice. Jesus is with us; we ask 
him for the grace to do things the way he does them. 
The Lord walks with us. Caminamos juntos, o no 
vamos a llegar. 

Amen.

Los evangelios están llenos 
de relatos de Jesús interactuando 
con la gente. Jesús  sube a 
una barca de pescadores y 
habla con Simón Pedro. Jesús 
predica a grandes multitudes e 
instruye a sus apóstoles. Jesús 
se encuentra con los discípulos  
tristes y confundidos en el 
camino a Emaús y les habla. 
Cada intercambio conduce a un 
encuentro profundo y prepara el 
corazón para la conversión.

Al reflexionar sobre la 
manera audaz en que Jesús 
involucra a las personas en 
su ministerio, debemos notar 
que el estilo de Jesús debe ser 
también el estilo de la Iglesia. 
Es un estilo caracterizado por 
el encuentro, el diálogo y la 
renovación en la fe.

Cuando Jesús se comunica, 
es más que compartir un 
mensaje. Él se comparte a 
sí  mismo. Jesús es el Verbo 
hecho carne y la máxima 
comunicación del amor de Dios 
por nosotros. Como creyentes, 
podemos imitar su generosidad 
y compasión comunicándonos 
unos con otros a través del 
atento y paciente dialogo y 
escucha.  

Para ser fieles a este 
estilo, significa que debemos 
sumergirnos más en la oración 
y la reflexión de  los Evangelios; 
ahí, El muestra su camino. 
Necesitamos también aprender a 
caminar en este camino de Jesús 
y ser creativos al escucharnos 
unos a otros. El Señor modela 
quiénes y cómo acompañamos 
a los demás. Jesús busca 
sinceramente escuchar el grito 
de los pobres, los ciegos, los 
marginados y los excluidos. El 
sale a conocer  y involucrarse 
con la gente. El Papa Francisco 
enfatiza este enfoque misionero 
y recuerda especialmente a los 
pastores que debemos 'oler 
como sus ovejas’.

En otras palabras, 
deberíamos salir y estar entre la 
gente a cuál estamos llamados 
a servir y guiar.  Pero esto no 
es solo un consejo para los 
pastores, es un llamado para 
todos nosotros en la Iglesia 
a esforzarnos en escuchar y 
servirnos unos a otros al estilo 
de Jesús. De esta manera, 
podemos seguir el ejemplo de 
Jesús de ir más allá. Él está en 
camino, él es el Camino.  
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Tenemos que salir y buscar 
cómo escuchar a los que no 
tienen voz. En un mundo que 
cree que nadie está escuchando, 
tenemos que encontrar una 
manera de escuchar a las 
personas que están a la orilla del 
camino sin que nadie las escuche.

El estilo de Jesús no es 
uno que se pueda aprender 
simplemente leyendo un libro. 

Aprendemos el estilo de Jesús 
sumergiéndonos en su oración al 
Padre, sus enseñanzas y su amor 
por los pobres. Jesús enseña 
no solo con palabras, sino con 
su ejemplo. El modela en sus 
acciones, el amor radical a Dios y 
al prójimo.

Un desafío hoy es que 
con demasiada frecuencia 
no buscamos a Jesús. ¿Cómo 
seguimos a Jesús cuando no 
podemos verlo? Como indica 
el reciente Evangelio dominical 
de la curación de Jesús del ciego 
Bartimeo, encontramos a Jesús 
escuchando su voz. Bartimeo 
llama con valentía a Jesús por 
encima de las multitudes que 
intentan silenciarlo. Jesús lo 
escucha y manda llamarlo. 
Cuando los dos se encuentran, 
Bartimeo dice: "Maestro, quiero 
ver". Jesús indica primero que ha 
escuchado al hombre, aunque 
muchos querían silenciarlo. 
Le dice que su fe no solo lo ha 
sanado, sino que es su salvación.

Como en muchos de estos 
intercambios, Jesús hace una 
pregunta e invita a nuestra 
respuesta. Podemos tener 
confianza en que el Señor nos 
escucha. En ser escuchado, 
comienza la curación. Aprovecha 
lo que Jesús te pide. El espera tu 
respuesta. Como demuestra el 

ciego Bartimeo, la fe nos moverá 
incluso cuando no podamos ver. 
¡Llámalo!

Sin embargo, en la Iglesia 
también debemos aprender 
a ser los oídos de Jesús en 
la comunidad. Por eso la 
convocatoria del Sínodo es 
una llamada a aprender a 
escucharse, a escuchar las 
voces que desean hablar de 
sus esperanzas y temores. Si 
oramos para escuchar como 
Jesús escucha, y si aprendemos a 
responder como Jesús responde, 
podemos ser instrumentos de 
su gracia y sanación en nuestras 
comunidades.

Y aunque la tarea puede 
ser sencilla, no es fácil.. Quizás 
estemos acostumbrados a pensar 
y actuar de esta manera. Pero 
debemos empezar. Es algo que 
solo se puede lograr con la 
gracia de Dios. Santo Tomás de 
Aquino nos recuerda la primacía 
de seguir a Jesús cuando dice: 
"Es mejor claudicar en camino 
correcto que correr en camino 
equivocado".

Al comenzar la fase 
diocesana del Sínodo 2023, 
tenemos una oportunidad única 
de abrirnos a una cercanía 
con Dios en nuestra escucha y 
discernimiento. El Papa pide a 
todo el mundo que dediquemos 

tiempo a escucharnos unos a 
otros.

El fruto de este camino 
es aprender el estilo de Jesús. 
Tenemos dos preguntas 
principales con las que podemos 
involucrarnos: (1) ¿Cómo 
nos va en nuestro testimonio 
como Iglesia que realmente 
vive la comunión bautismal? 
¿Es nuestro caminar juntos, 
ayudándonos, escuchándonos, 
un signo real de esta comunión? 
Y (2) ¿Cómo estamos, como 
comunión de los bautizados, a la 
altura de nuestra común misión  
de anunciar a Jesús a un mundo 
que lo necesita, que necesita ver 
su luz y necesita escuchar su 
palabra de ánimo  y salvación?

Los invito a reflexionar 
y discernir su respuesta a la 
pregunta de Jesús: “¿Cómo 
estamos (todos nosotros)? 
¿Cómo nos está yendo? Si nos 
escuchamos unos a otros sobre 
estas cosas, podemos ayudarnos 
a profundizar nuestra comunión 
y vivir mejor nuestra misión.

Durante este tiempo, 
caminamos, nos escuchamos, 
discernimos la voz de Dios. Jesús 
está con nosotros; le pedimos la 
gracia de hacer las cosas como 
él las hace. El Señor camina con 
nosotros. Caminamos juntos, o 
no vamos a llegar. 
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Reflection Questions
 Preguntas de Reflexión

How does Jesus accompany us? 
¿Cómo nos acompaña Jesús?

How do we accompany one another? 
¿Cómo nos acompañamos unos a otros?

Synod Next Steps 
November 2021
Listening session trainings / Planning for local groups

December 2021 -  February 2022 
Listening sessions in parishes, missions, movements, 
communities, schools

February  -   March 2022 
Deanery gatherings to share and report key ideas and insights

April  -  May 2022 
Diocesan Encuentro / Celebration to Conclude this Phase

The Valley Catholic 

SAN JUAN — Pope Francis 
recently opened a three-year syn-
odal journey for the entire Catholic 
Church. The synodal action will in-
volve three phases (diocesan, nation-
al and universal) of consultations and 
discernment, culminating in the Syn-
od of Bishops meeting in 2023. Each 
diocese in the world will participate 
in the synodal pathway convoked by 
the Holy Father. 

Locally, Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
launched the diocesan phase during 
his homily at Mass Oct. 24 at the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
in Brownsville, calling for a week of 
prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

The week culminated in a first 
diocesan encounter at St. John the 
Baptist Church in San Juan, followed 
by a procession to the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle, where 
Mass was celebrated.

Bishop Flores said to those gath-
ered that they might be wondering 
what the work of the Synod will be. 

He cited St. Paul: “‘Live in har-
mony one with the other. … Put 
yourselves together with the most 
humble.’ This is his exhortation to the 
whole Church.”

“I use this Scripture because it 
kind of gives us a panorama of what 
the Holy Father is asking the Church 
… to take time and renew our com-
mitment to walk together,” he said. 
“The Holy Father is asking the whole 
Church to remember very basical-
ly that to walk together, we have to 
learn again how to hear each other.”

“I think the Holy Father is 
particularly attentive to the fact 
that the world today Christian and 

non-Christian, is often talking at 
each other. 

“Our responsibility is to look at 
our world, our Church, our people, 
our wider community — not just the 
believers — and to hear the joys and 
the sorrows and the hopes.  ... which 
are different today than they were for 
the Second Vatican Council … and 
we have to be attentive.

“And the work of the Synod – 
what are we going to do? We’re going 
to find ways to listen to each other.”  

The next phase will be Listen-
ing Session training, in which Synod 
2023 delegates will work with their 
leadership to plan and facilitate lis-
tening sessions in their own parishes 
or ministry. 

Synod: Renewal by listening
Unity begins    
with hearing    
each other

Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores homilies 
about Synod

New liturgical year, Advent begin Nov. 28
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Beginning the Church's liturgical 
year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or 
"to come to") is the season encompassing 
the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading 
up to the celebration of Christmas.

The Advent season is a time of prepa-
ration that directs our hearts and minds to 
Christ’s second coming at the end of time 
and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth 
on Christmas. From the earliest days of 
the Church, people have been fascinated 
by Jesus’ promise to come back. But the 
scripture readings during Advent tell us 
not to waste our time with predictions. 
Advent is not about speculation.

Our Advent readings call us to be 
alert and ready, not weighted down and 
distracted by the cares of this world (Lk 
21:34-36). Like Lent, the liturgical color 
for Advent is purple since both are sea-
sons that prepare us for great feast days. 
Advent also includes an element of pen-
ance in the sense of preparing, quieting, 
and disciplining our hearts for the full joy 

of Christmas.
As we prepare for Christmas, the 

General Instruction of the Roman Missal 

notes some differences to the Mass that 
should be observed during the season. For 
instance, the priest will wear violet or pur-

ple during Advent, except for the Third 
Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
when rose is worn (GIRM, no. 316). Aside 
from what the priest wears, other aesthetic 
changes in the Church can include a more 
modestly decorated altar.

The final days of Advent, from De-
cember 17 to December 24, we focus on 
our preparation for the celebrations of the 
Nativity of our Lord at Christmas. In par-
ticular, the "O" Antiphons are sung during 
this period and have been by the Church 
since at least the eighth century. They are 
a magnificent theology that uses ancient 
biblical imagery drawn from the messian-
ic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim 
the coming of Christ as the fulfillment not 
only of Old Testament hopes, but of pres-
ent ones as well.

Advent devotions including the Ad-
vent wreath, remind us of the meaning of 
the season. The Advent calendar provided 
by USCCB online can help you fully en-
ter into the season with daily activity and 
prayer suggestions to prepare you spirit-
ually for the birth of Jesus Christ.  

Courtesy Photo

Does your family have a favorite Advent tradition? Will you be making an Advent wreath to use at home as 
part of liturgical countdown to Christmas? Send us pictures of your advent wreath to briojas@cdob.org.

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Parish delegates gather with Bishop Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés for a group photo Oct. 30 below the great mosaic of the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. The 
occasion was a special Mass after the launch of the parish phase of the Synod process, which began with a first diocesan encounter at nearby St. John the Baptist Church.
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Stained glass museum blessed

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic 

SAN JUAN — The Gelman Stained 
Glass Museum, lacking only finishing 
touches before opening to the public later 
this year, received a special blessing from 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores on Oct. 9.

 “There’s nothing like … seeing how 
it has materialized,” Bishop Flores told an 
assembled crowd before beginning his 
blessing, calling the museum “something 
that will make a significant contribution 
to the community, and it will edify a great 
many who come (here) ...”

The select group of supporters in-
cluded the Gelman family and friends; 
developer Alonzo Cantu; and elected of-
ficials like state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr., all 
bathed in colored light from some of the 
140-plus windows installed there. One 
reserved seat in the front row remained 
vacant, occupied by only a single pale 
rose.

“We would … like to have a moment 
of silence to remember a loyal support-
er and friend of the museum, the late 
Bishop Emeritus Raymundo J. Peña, who 
would have been here today,” the muse-
um’s director, Miriam Cepeda, told those 
assembled. Bishop Peña passed away two 
weeks earlier, on Sept. 24.

Bishop Flores praised Dr. Lawrence 
Gelman, the museum’s founder who had 
the idea of collecting stained glass win-
dows from obsolete and lost churches 
around the United States, as well as those 
who then did the work of assembling the 
windows together in one place.

“A creative act is in a real sense con-
tinuation of the work of God, because 
God creates of nothing,” Bishop Flores 
said. “… He gives us minds, hearts and 
imagination, and we can become co-cre-
ators with him. And it’s something that 
involves a capacity to see how something 
beautiful can be made.”

The museum’s vast spaces feature 
stunning vistas of panel after panel of 
stained glass reinstalled in harmonious 
combinations and backlit to fully reveal 

their splendor. 
Museum Director Cepeda opened 

the blessing ceremony and explained its 
origins.

“When I first started working for Dr. 
Gelman, he explicitly stated he did not 
want a grand opening or any ostentatious 
festivities,” she said. “However, Mrs. Gel-
man believed the museum needed to be 
blessed. And for good reason.  

“When we consider the Latin Cross 
or cruciform architecture of the building 
along with the artwork and the religious 
relics on display in the interior, a blessing 
makes sense.” 

“Most of these antique pieces are 
over one hundred years old. For over a 
century, these windows have welcomed 
the faithful into the house of God, in-
spired sermons, and have illuminated 
congregations around the country. Now, 
these magnificent pieces which would 
have otherwise been lost to posterity, 
have been relocated to a new sanctuary in 
the blessed city of San Juan. 

“The museum is more than merely a 
… repository for display. If anything, our 
goal here is to produce a transcendental 
experience by which the visitor could 
achieve a level of spiritual awareness in 
a sacred environment. Therefore, we are 
very thankful for Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
to contribute his time with us today. Not 
only is he blessing the museum, but the 
hands and creative minds that have come 
together to bring Dr. Gelman’s vision to 
fruition.”

Dr. Gelman, a prominent anesthe-
siologist based in Edinburg, spoke next, 
marveling at how “all the right people 
from different areas and different theaters 
could come together at exactly the right 
moment.” 

“This is honestly well beyond an-
ything that I could have done,” he said. 
“This is something from other forces, 
and we’re just physical manifestations of 
whatever those forces are. I think it’s defi-
nitely spiritual, and coming together I 

                                Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic

In the top photo, the view from the center of the Gelman Stained 
Glass Museum toward the front entrance is a stunning expanse of 
stained glass, reflected on the polished stone floors. Above right, an 
image of Mary and Joseph finding young Jesus with the teachers in 
the temple demonstrates the detail captured in the century-old win-
dows. Above left, Bishop Daniel E. Flores blesses one of the stained 
glass windows with holy water as he walks the perimeter of the 
museum. At lower left, Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés, Bishop Flores 
and dozens of other guests await the introduction Oct. 9 in the west 
transept. The vacant chair in the front row between Bishop Avilés and 
Bishop Flores was reserved in memory of Bishop Emeritus Raymundo 
J. Peña, who passed away two weeks earlier.

Gelmans share unique collection 
of U.S. church art, history

» Please see Gelman Museum  p. 19
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DONNA — Father Angelot Galson 
Andriamamitahina’s vocation is making 
him a polyglot — a multilingual man.

He hails from Madagascar, an is-
land slightly smaller than Texas off the 
southeastern coast of Africa. Malagasy 
is his native language, and his schooling 
was conducted in French — a vestige of 
the colonial era. He learned English af-
ter arriving in the United States in 2019, 
and now his station at St. Joseph Parish in 
Donna has brought him face-to-face with 
Spanish.   

“¡Estoy aprendiendo español!” he says 
in a perfect Spanish accent. “It’s not easy 
to learn the language. It’s very difficult. 
But God helps you a lot – it’s very hard!”

He seems amused by his struggles 
with the challenges of mastering English 
and Spanish.

“My goal is to speak fluently — like 
an American, like a native American. I 
love the United States,” he says. 

“Right now I have to study Spanish. 
I have a book right here to improve my 
Spanish,” he says, proudly brandishing 
a Spanish grammar from his desk. “But 
right now I can read Spanish, and for that 
I’m glad.”

In conversation, to which he brings 

his own unique eloquence, his underlying 
goal soon becomes apparent.

“To help the people, I have to work a 
lot. Every day, every night like this. How 
to preach to people like this? How do they 
understand me? It’s difficult if they don’t 
understand what I say,” he says. “That’s a 
new experience. 

“How to preach? How to reach the 
people in America? Everything depends 
on God,” he continues. “I believe in God, 
so I trust in him, and he helps me a lot. 
That is important in our life.”

Growing up, Father Andriamamita-
hina’s life took a different turn than he 
originally expected. 

“I wanted to be a doctor,” he said. 
He lost his mother at the age of nine. 

But by then she had set him on a clear 
path. 

“I was born in a Christian family, and 
my mom was devout. She would wake me 
up every morning to attend Mass with 
her – every morning,” he said. “But if she 
could not attend Mass, I would walk by 
myself because the church was close to 
where we lived. 

“So two years after my mom died, 
I became an altar server. I still wanted 
to be a doctor,” he said. “In high school, 
at the age of 15, my thoughts turned to 
the priesthood. I asked my pastor, Father 
Clement; he suggested that I prepare my-
self for one year before I go to the semi-
nary. So I improved my French and read 
the Bible. 

“At the age of 16, I went to the mi-
nor seminary … (where) I finished high 
school.”

Eventually, Father Andriamamitahi-
na was ordained on Aug. 5, 2018 in Mad-
agascar as a priest of the Missionaries of 
the Holy Family.  The order works in 23 
countries, with their mother house in 
Rome. The tie between the order’s North 
America province and Madagascar prov-
ince prompted his superiors to select him 
for his next challenge – a mission to the 
United States. 

“It’s not easy. This is my first time to 
go out of my country, and it is my first 
time to fly. That was an experience as 
well!” he said. “So I am nervous about 
this, but my provincial superior told me, 
‘You can do it. I believe and I trust in you. 
You can do it. Go ahead!’”

It took a year of work to acquire 
the proper visa, but then Father Andria-
mamitahina was on his way. 

In September 2019, a series of flights 
carried him from Madagascar to Paris, 
then to Atlanta and to San Antonio. 

“After that I drove to St. Louis, Mis-
souri,” he said. “Because Father (Phil-
ip) Sosa is superior provincial of North 
America, I joined him in (St. Wenceslaus) 
parish to help him and to learn English.”

Following almost two years of ser-
vice there, Father Angelot, as he is known 
here to most, came to the Rio Grande Val-
ley in May of this year, and the contrast 
was immediately apparent. 

“In St. Louis, over there I saw the 
old people attend Mass. I don’t know if 
it was because of COVID-19 as well, but 
the people don’t come to the church like 
this,” he said. “But when I came here to 
the Valley I was very glad, very happy to 

see the people with their kids, the young, 
attend every Sunday Mass. That’s good, 
and I like that.” 

“The other thing that I want to say 
is that the people here are more friend-
ly; they help the priest,” he said. “That’s a 
good experience.”

Father Angelot himself came here to 
help, assisting pastor Father Eka Yuan-
toro with his parish work and support for 
some 200 families in outlying areas. 

“We go every afternoon to serve the 
colonias,” Father Angelot said. “That’s the 
people of God.

“We have a food pantry; we have a lot 
of food here, and we bring it for them and 
serve food for them and help them, like 
this,” he said. “Our activity, our work here 
is to help them. 

“And we make easy how they receive 
the sacraments.”

Father Angelot (The “t” at the end is 
silent, as in proper French.) smiles broad-
ly when asked about his time in Donna 
at St. Joseph Parish, and about his life as 
a priest.

“Father Eka is a nice priest. We are in 
the same congregation, and we have the 
same vision. We have the same charism. 
We have to think about the family, about 
mission and about vocation.” 

“To be a priest, you have to be a 
model," Father Angelot says. “If the peo-
ple see you, they should say, ‘So that is the 
life with God!’

“This was not my plan, but it was 
God’s plan. I wanted to be a doctor, but 
now I am a priest! And I’m happy! I am 
glad to be a priest.”
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Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic
Shown here in his office at St. Joseph Parish in Donna, Father Angelot Galson Andriamamitahina says he spends hours — day and night — preparing his sermons to try to ensure that the faithful get the mes-
sage. English and Spanish represent his third and fourth languages.

Those Who  Serve: 
Father Angelot Galson 

Andriamamitahina

Speaking in tongues
Father Angelot confronts 
mastering new languages 
to better serve community

Catholic Diocese of Brownsville
For video, photos and more follow

A Playlist in
remembrance of 
Bishop Emeritus 
Raymundo J. Peña



6 DIOCESE The Valley Catholic - November  2021

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of 
The Valley Catholic

»Women               
en la     
Frontera

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

»Family 
   Life

Don’t wait to say 
what needs to be said

I often say that family life is messy – sa-
cred and messy all at the same time. St. 
John Paul II reminded us in the Apostolic 

Exhortation Familiaris Consortio that the 
sacredness of life lies in the ordinary everyday 
cotidian events in our lives. For the majority 
of humanity, the everyday events of life are 
centered around family, regardless of the 
structure of that family.  Familiaris Consortio 
defines family as “an intimate communion 
of life and love.” The USCCB’s pastoral letter 
“Family Perspective in Church and Society” 
says, “The family is an intimate community of 
persons bound together by blood, marriage, or 
adoption for the whole of life.”

Living in a family – this most intimate 
web of human relationships – compels us 
to encounter, to listen, and to discern. In a 
family, each member encounters the others 
in a unique way: spouse to spouse; parent to 
child/child to parent; sibling to sibling, and 
so forth. Those daily encounters necessitate 
sincere active listening to the other in order 
to know what is in the heart and mind of our 
beloved. In listening to the other, we are better 
equipped to discern what decisions to make 
for the well-being of our family, whether it be 
socially, economically, or spiritually.

Mothers and fathers have the greatest 
responsibility and the greatest joy to raise 
and educate their children, youth, and young 
adults by encountering (where they are); 
listening (with an open heart); and discerning 
(what the Holy Spirit is guiding them to). 

This same process of “Encountering, 
Listening, and Discerning” that we do in our 

Domestic Church – our family – is what our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, is inviting us to do 
on a global scale with our worldwide Church, 
our family of families.

The Vatican News reported that “Pope 
Francis formally opened the Synod of Bishops 
with a solemn Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica on 
Oct. 10, 2021. In his homily, Pope Francis 
took the day’s Gospel reading, recounting 
Jesus’ encounter with a rich young man, as the 
starting point for a reflection on synodality: 
‘Celebrating a Synod,’ he said, ‘means walking 
on the same road, together.’ Following the 
example of Jesus, he emphasized three verbs 
that characterize the Synod: encounter, listen, 
and discern.

In the Gospels, we often see Jesus on a 
journey, open to an encounter with those he 
meets along the way, present to them, and 
concerned about their questions. Like Jesus, 
the Pope said, ‘We too are called to become 
experts in the art of encounter.’”

Pope Francis said that a true encounter 
only comes through listening to others, noting 
that Jesus listens not just with the ears, but 
with the heart. When we follow Jesus in listen-
ing with the heart, “People feel they are being 
heard, not judged; they feel free to recount 
their own experiences and their spiritual 
journey.”

Pope Francis insisted that “encounter and 
listening are not ends in themselves,” but must 
lead to discernment. “Whenever we enter into 
dialogue,” he explained, “we allow ourselves to 
be challenged, to advance on the journey: “to 
discern in that light” what our hearts “truly 

treasure.” This “is a valuable lesson to us,” 
Pope Francis said, adding that “the Synod is 
a journey of spiritual discernment that takes 
place in adoration, in prayer, and in dialogue 
with the Word of God.”

We will be hearing a lot about this “En-
counter,” this synodal process of “Listening” 
and “Discerning” from our Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores and from our priests and lay leaders 
between now and April 2022 and beyond.

For now, perhaps we as leaders of fami-
lies, can begin asking ourselves through prayer 
and discernment: 

1. How do we as a family, encounter Jesus 
through our daily encounter in our pres-
ent family? 

2. How do I listen to the other members of 
my family to really “hear” what is in their 
mind and heart at this moment in their 
life? 

3. How do we, as a family, discern where the 
Holy Spirit is leading us in growing in our 
relationship to Jesus, and encounter, listen 
to and serve others outside of our family? 

At the conclusion of the Oct. 10 Mass, 
Pope Francis said, “Let us have a good journey 
together,” and expressed the hope that we 
might be “pilgrims in love with the Gospel 
and open to the surprises of the Spirit.” And 
he urged us not to miss out “on the grace-
filled opportunities born of encounter, listen-
ing, and discernment.”

Family life compels us to 
'encounter – listen– discern'

Why do we wait to say what needs to 
be said? If we are not careful, we may 
lose our chance.

I lost my chance when Bishop Raymundo J. 
Peña died on Sept. 24. I did have some time with 
him in his last days to say a few words, but there 
is more I would have liked to say. While I did tell 
him how much he meant to me and my family, I 
never told him how much I learned from him. 

Bishop Peña hired me 23 years ago. Coming 
to work for the Church was a significant turning 
point in my life. In a sense it was a returning 
home. As I grew in the faith, work became a 
ministry which enriched my understanding of 
what it means to be Catholic, what it means to 
serve, to die to self for his greater glory.

My son was seven years old and my daugh-
ter four when I started working in the diocese. 
I struggled at times trying to balance work and 
family life. Valuing the importance of family, 
Bishop Peña understood my need for some 
flexibility.

Over the years, Bishop Peña became more 
than a boss. He became a mentor and confidant. 
My children came to see him as part of the fam-
ily. He accompanied us in the joys and challeng-
es. He knew the messy details. He knew when to 
listen and when to offer advice. 

He gave both my children their First Com-
munion and was present for other important 
milestones. In 2017, Bishop Peña celebrated the 
Wedding Mass for my son and his wife. In his 
homily, he said it gave him great joy to know 
they wanted to start a family soon. Bishop Peña 
was thrilled when my son called him this past 
August to share the news that he and his wife are 
expecting their first child. 

Among the lessons I learned from Bishop 
Peña, here are the top seven.

1. Know your faith. It’s not enough to go to 
Mass on Sunday. No matter our age, we 
need to read, study and learn more about 
the teachings of the Catholic Church. No 
doubt his devotion to imparting the faith 

is the reason he counted the establishment 
of the San Juan Diego Ministry Institute 
for training future permanent deacons 
and lay ecclesial ministers as one of his 
achievements as shepherd of the Diocese of 
Brownsville. In El Paso, he also founded the 
Tepeyac Institute in 1988, which prepares 
members of the laity through a variety of 
formation and certification programs to 
serve as ministers at all levels of church life 
within the Diocese of El Paso. 

Before his death, he left instructions for his 
Funeral Mass. With his selection of the readings, 
he continued teaching. From the Responsori-
al Psalm, “The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want.” And from 1 John 3,14-16, 
“Whoever does not love remains in death…” 
This relates to his motto.

2. Do everything with love. His motto, Haz 
todo con amor, taken from 1 Corinthians 
16:14, served as his personal mission state-
ment.  I learned from him that doing all 
things with love includes being honest with 
people. At times we might think that love 
means holding back truths that others may 
not want to hear. But acting from a place 
of love requires being up front and honest 
about how we feel or about what we think.

3. Be genuine. Bishop Peña valued authentic-
ity in people. He frowned upon insincere 
flattery. His interactions with others were 
based on honesty and respect. He did not 
have patience for false airs or over-the-top 
performances. Be yourself. Be who God is 
calling you to be.

4. Strive to do better. Bishop Peña demanded 
perfection. Some did not understand or 
appreciate the high expectations he set. I 
think he set such high standards because 
he knew that guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
could give the best of ourselves. As St. John 
Paul II said, “Do not be satisfied with me-
diocrity.” Even after he retired, Bishop Peña 

often gave me his feedback on The Valley 
Catholic, the newspaper he founded in 
2009 before his retirement. He was sure to 
let me know when a photo was too grainy 
or when a Spanish translation missed the 
mark. 

5.  Pace yourself. In my work for the diocese, 
he helped me steady my pace, taming my 
tendency to want to do more than a work-
day or workweek allows. I remember the 
time he advised me to put aside a pet pro-
ject which was demanding more time than 
I anticipated. While I was disappointed at 
the time, I understood he was helping me 
prioritize the multiple projects before me.

6. Say thank you. While Bishop Peña set high 
standards and required a lot of the people 
he worked with, he found ways to say thank 
you – whether it was writing a short note or 
hosting an appreciation dinner for volun-
teers. He taught me the value of not rushing 
on to the next without pausing first to show 
gratitude to another, and most especially to 
our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

7. Life is a pilgrimage. Part of my responsibili-
ties while working for Bishop Peña included 
coordinating the pilgrimages he led to holy 
sites, among them the Holy Land and the 
Marian Shrines in Mexico and Europe. He 
did so in response to people’s yearning to 
make the journey they might not otherwise 
do on their own. On these pilgrimages, we 
witnessed how we accompany one another 
in both the joyful moments and the difficult 
ones. I learned a great deal, but most im-
portantly I learned, as he said after return-
ing home, “We don’t need to go far to grow 
in faith. Jesus Christ is present with us each 
day … we are on a pilgrimage through life.” 

Thank you, Bishop Peña, for your love for 
the Church, the community, and all those who 
surrounded you. It truly is a joy and a privilege 
to have worked with you. It was gift beyond 
words. May you rest in peace.
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Decisions of consequence
»Making
  Sense of 
 Bioethics

Deacon
Luis Zuniga
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San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

»Formation
for Ministry

Lord, for your faithful people 
life is changed, not ended

In these years of pandemic when almost 
once a week I find myself riding in a 
hearse as a deacon, I thank God that so 

far I’m still riding in the front. However, I 
am fully aware that someday I’ll be the one 
in the back. One day we’re all going to die; 
even if you volunteer the deacon to go first, 
that’s OK. We’re all on our way to heaven. St. 
Therese of Lisieux reminds us that “earth is 
only thy ship and not thy home.” 

Burying a loved one is probably the 
most painful and difficult thing we all will 
have to do in life. It’s not a matter of if, why 
or how, but rather of when. Without a doubt 
dealing with the pain of losing someone we 
truly love is the hardest challenge anyone 
has to go through. Grief is something we all 
experience, and it’s something that causes a 
lot of pain. Often it is a pain that never goes 
away. Trying to get on with life after losing 
someone who meant the world to us may be 
just as painful as losing them.

When comforting families at a wake, 
chapel, church service and or graveside, I 
remind them: “May you live every day in 
the hope that you will see him/her again. 
For now, may the good and gentle Jesus, the 
healer of our souls, grant you all peace and 
strength.” I also comfort by reminding them 
the Blessed Mother cried for her Son at the 
foot of the cross, and that Jesus wept at the 
tomb of Lazarus before raising him to life. 
I say: “We cry because we have loved and it 
hurts; God cries with us.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
reminds us: “The Christian vision of death 
receives privileged expression in the liturgy 
of the Church: Lord, for your faithful people 
life is changed, not ended. When the body 
of our earthly dwelling lies in death we gain 
an everlasting dwelling place in heaven. 
(Roman Missal, Preface of Christian Death 
I.) (#1012). 

“Death is the end of man's earthly 
pilgrimage, of the time of grace and mercy 
which God offers him so as to work out his 
earthly life in keeping with the divine plan, 
and to decide his ultimate destiny. When ‘the 
single course of our earthly life’ is complet-
ed, we shall not return to other earthly lives: 
‘It is appointed for men to die once.’ There is 
no ‘reincarnation’ after death.” (#1013). 

“The Church encourages us to prepare 
ourselves for the hour of our death. In the 
ancient litany of the saints, for instance, she 
has us pray: ‘From a sudden and unforeseen 
death, deliver us, O Lord’; to ask the Mother 
of God to intercede for us ‘at the hour of 
our death’ in the Hail Mary; and to entrust 
ourselves to St. Joseph, the patron of a happy 
death.” (#1014).

A question that many often ask is: After 
we die, what happens to us? The following 
is an answer adapted from the United States 
Catholic Catechism for Adults:

“The Catholic Church teaches that 
immediately after death, our soul separates 
from our earthly body and we stand before 
God for judgment. We then enter heaven, 
purgatory or hell. Heaven is the ultimate 
end and fulfillment of the deepest human 
longings, the state of supreme, definitive 
happiness. Those who are free from all sin 
enter heaven immediately.” 

“Purgatory is a place of purification, 
for those who die in a state of grace and 
friendship with God but who are not yet ful-
ly purified. Those in Purgatory are assured 
a place in paradise after their purification; 
that’s why we pray that they may soon be 
with God in heaven. Hell is for those who 
have willingly chosen to reject God and his 
love. If we persist in a state of serious sin, we 
damn ourselves to hell.”

In the Creed, we pray that “at the end of 
time, Our Lord will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. All souls will be rejoined 

with their bodies, and those in Purgatory 
will be joined to the blessed in heaven. The 
Last Judgment will reveal that God’s justice 
triumphs over all the injustices commit-
ted by his creatures and that God’s love is 
stronger than death.” 

Our belief as Catholics is that death is 
not the end, but the beginning – the begin-
ning of eternal life with God the Father. Our 
faith assures us that we “look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.” This we profess every 
Sunday at Holy Mass.

As we pray for All Souls during on No-
vember, we remember our loved ones who 
have gone before us knowing that one day 
we will be reunited with them. We also pray 
for our loved ones at every Holy Mass that 
they may be forgiven of their sins and then 
enjoy eternal happiness in heaven. 

In the Gospel of John, Chapter 11, we 
reflect: “Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But] even now I know that whatever 
you ask of God, God will give you.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘Your brother will rise.’ Martha said 
to him, ‘I know he will rise, in the resurrec-
tion on the last day.’ Jesus told her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life; whoever believes 
in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord. I have come to believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is 
coming into the world.’” (verses 21 to 27). 

The encounter of the Lord with Martha 
should give us hope in the Lord Jesus who 
came to give meaning to our lives, who died 
for us on the cross, and whose death gained 
for us eternal life. I’m sure Martha rejoiced 
when the Lord Jesus raised her brother La-
zarus from the dead. May her words of faith 
in him echo in our hearts. 

I recently watched a compelling video 
prepared by a group called “Heartbeat 
International.” They provide women, 

who regret having taken an abortion pill, 
the chance to reverse their decision through 
a treatment involving progesterone. The 
protocol, though not yet officially “peer-re-
viewed,” appears to work well if the woman 
doesn’t wait too long, and the video includes 
pictures and rescue dates of many beautiful 
babies who have been saved this way.

What also caught my attention were the 
stories of several nurses working at Heart-
beat International. 

“I wanted to help out in a meaningful 
way,” one of them, named Amanda, said. “I 
was very excited to hear about abortion-pill 
reversal for the first time … I thought: God 
just brought that in front of me, and I think 
that’s what I’m meant to do.” 

She went on to share a follow-up from 
two mothers whom she had recently assisted.

“They sent me pictures on WhatsApp 
after they had their babies. … I'm so thank-
ful for their courage and their bravery. They 
talked about how much they love their ba-
bies and I'm just so happy for them. I’m just 
so grateful God gave me that opportunity to 
speak with both of them.

I’ve never had this kind of fulfillment in 
any previous nursing job that I’ve had — that 
feeling of Yes! — I'm making a difference in 
someone's life, … a difference in eternity.”

Every child saved this way is someone 
who now enjoys the opportunity to grow up, 
go to school, get married, have kids, grand-
kids and great-grandkids. It clearly makes an 
incalculable difference for that child, as well 

as for untold others. An “eternal difference.” 
Each of us would like for our lives 

and our work to “make a difference,” and 
especially to make a lasting, impactful, and 
eternal difference. 

It should come as no small consola-
tion to understand that whenever we make 
deliberate moral choices for the good or turn 
away from what is wrong, we are already 
starting to make those “eternal differences.” 
Through such decisions of consequence, we 
align our own will with God’s, and contrib-
ute, in his wisdom, to rectifying the many 
patterns of sin around and within us. Such 
decisions enable us to collaborate with his 
all-encompassing redemptive plan.

In the field of bioethics, these “decisions 
of consequence” arise with great regularity. 
When one of our ethicists at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center, for example, helps 
a husband and wife to understand the moral 
problems surrounding in vitro fertiliza-
tion, not only can this help them avoid the 
tragedy of trapping their young offspring 
in “frozen orphanages,” but it can also help 
them reflect on deeper questions like, “What 
does our infertility really mean?” and “How 
does God want us to be fruitful?” This can 
lead them to consider new paths of grace, 
like reaching out to kids in the communi-
ty who are parentless, through mentoring 
programs such as Big Brother/Big Sister, or 
through pursuing the generous path of foster 
parenting and adoption. Such generosity is 
another “decision of consequence” where we 
stand to make an eternal difference.

Our “decisions of consequence” need 
not be great or lofty gestures; they can be 

quite simple. I recall a true story first relayed 
by John W. Schlatter in 1993, that has circu-
lated widely since. 

Bill was walking home after his junior 
high school classes, his arms full of books 
and other items from his locker. At a certain 
point, everything spilled out of his arms, 
and another boy named Mark witnessed it 
and came over to help him pick it up off the 
ground, making some friendly small talk. 
The two of them decided to spend part of the 
afternoon together, playing games and goof-
ing off. In succeeding weeks and months, 
they became friends. 

Years later, Bill was reminiscing with 
Mark, and he brought up the day they first 
met. 

"Did you ever wonder why I was car-
rying so many things home that day?" he 
asked. “I cleaned out my locker because I 
didn't want to leave a mess for anyone else. I 
had stored away some of my mother’s sleep-
ing pills and I was going home to commit su-
icide. But after we spent some time together 
talking and laughing, I realized that if I had 
killed myself, I would have missed that time 
and so many others that might follow. So 
Mark, when you picked up those books that 
day, you did a lot more: you saved my life."

In a sense, each day for us involves a 
walk along the threshold of eternity, through 
small and not-so-small gestures, even 
though we may not always see the full impli-
cations of each of our decisions. Each day we 
have a chance to make beautiful, potentially 
life-saving and indeed eternal “decisions of 
consequence.”
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»Saints of the Month

The Martyrs 
of Indochina

» Catholic Schools News  

The complicated history of Vi-
etnam is interwoven with an impor-
tant Catholic component during the 
most recent five centuries. 

Today Vietnam is a nation 
with a nominally communist gov-
ernment, but whose population, 
while mostly Buddhist, includes the 
fifth-largest number of Catholics in 
Asia. Some 7 million Vietnamese 
are Catholics, and Vietnam is divid-
ed into 27 dioceses, including three 
archdioceses, and 2,228 parishes 
staffed by about 2,700 priests. 

The Catholic presence in Vi-
etnam is the result of centuries of 
missionary work by Europeans that 
at times met with ferocious opposi-
tion and suppression by the coun-
try’s rulers. Three separate periods 
of persecution, particularly one in 
the 19th century, resulted in the 
martyrdom of between 130,000 and 
300,000 Catholics, including con-
verts, missionaries, priests, bishops 
and whole villages of the faithful. 
Much of the carnage occurred dur-
ing the reign of one emperor in the 
1830s and 1840s.

Of these untold numbers of 
Catholics slain for their faith, few 
are even known or remembered by 
name. Some of those that are known 
— in many cases, the priests and 
missionaries — were beatified and 
several eventually canonized by a 
succession of popes during the 20th 
century. 

These included 64 by Pope Leo 
XIII in 1900; eight by Pope Pius X 
in 1906; 20 by Pope Pius X in 1909; 
and 25 by Pope Pius XII in 1951. 
Pope John Paul II canonized all of 
these in Rome on June 19, 1988.

The memorial for all these mar-
tyrs is Nov. 24, and the feast days for 
several of the individual saints fall 
on other dates.

With a substantial population 
of Vietnamese-Americans concen-
trated in certain parts of the Unit-
ed States, there are a number of 
Catholic parishes here dedicated to 
these martyrs. In Texas, these can 
be found in Houston, Austin, San 
Antonio and the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area.

Courtesy Photo

St. Theophane Venard, 
one of the Martyrs of Vietnam.

Memorial Nov. 24

Courtesy Photo

Students at the Oratory School of St. Philip Neri formed and prayed the living rosary with balloons in the 
school's central hall on the Feast of Our Lady of The Rosary Oct. 7 in Pharr.

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Virginia Miller, principal of Guadalupe 
Regional Middle School was recognized as 
Women in Leadership in the Edmund Rice 
Network for a global advocacy campaign 
which highlights and celebrates females 
and the work they do in the international 
Edmund Rice community and in support of 
Sustainable Development Goal 5 Gender 
equality.

Parade of
Little Saints

Courtesy Photos

Elementary students at St. Mary’s Catholic School 
in Brownsville enjoyed a dress-up opportunity 
when their school held an All Saints Day parade 
in observance of All Saints Day, Nov. 1.  All Saints 
Day is a solemn holy day of the Church dedicated 
to all the faithful who have attained heaven.

A Very Special Rosary

JDA welcomes 
international students
Three new international students joined the Juan Diego 
Academy family this year. Luka Tokic, a sophomore, and 
Karlo Tokic, a senior, had been living in France since the age 
of three. Franciszek Rozek is senior from Poland. The new 
students noted there are differences in the school systems 
in their respective countries compared to the United States. 
At Juan Diego Academy they value that it is a small school 
where everyone knows each other.

Courtesy Photos
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By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic 

Bishop Emeritus Ray-
mundo J. Peña was laid to 
rest at midday Sept. 30 in 
the mausoleum of Roselawn 
Cemetery in McAllen after 
his funeral Mass in the Basil-
ica of Our Lady of San Juan 
del Valle-National Shrine.

Many hundreds attend-
ed the rosary and vigil, view-
ing and funeral for Bishop 
Peña, 87, who passed away 
Sept. 24 after falling ill earlier 
in the month. Bishop Peña, 
who served as bishop of the 
Diocese of Brownsville from 
1995 until his retirement in 
2009, was remembered – but 
not eulogized, as per his in-
structions – during the three 
principal days of mourning. 

“Bishop made it clear to 
me and to a number of oth-
ers that when the time came 
for him to pass from this life 
… he did not want any eulo-
gies. And I do not intend to 

give one,” Bishop Flores said 
at the funeral Mass. “His in-
structions were to preach the 
Gospel.”

“And in the Gospel, in 
that very beautiful phrase 
which we find in a high 
priestly prayer of the Lord 
Jesus, in the Gospel Chapter 
17, ‘Father, my disciples – 
they are your gift to me.’  Así 
dice. Que bonito, ¿no?” Bish-
op Flores said. “… Implica 
todo el amor de Dios — the 
whole fullness of the love of 
God: The Father has loved 
the Son in all eternity. And 
we, the baptized, the whole 
world called to this com-
munion, are a gift back to the 
Son. … 

“Think of that – we are a 
gift of the Father to the Son. 
The whole course of our lives 
is to make that gift from the 
Father to the Son our gift 
also. … Este es el destino de 
un Cristiano. …

“Bishop … did live his 
life trying to give the gift 
back to God,” Bishop Flores 
said. “And so should we.”

Bishop Flores recalled 
Bishop Peña’s life journey 
through much of the tumul-
tuous 20th century.

“If I were to give a eulo-
gy, which I will not, I would 
probably talk about a couple 
of things in particular. One is 
… as Pope Francis says, the 
figure of the grandfather is 
often the one who carries the 
memory of the family. And 
the Church is a family, before 
anything else.” 

Bishop Flores then allud-
ed to his predecessor’s role in 
history: Bishop Peña became 
one of the nation’s first His-
panic bishops during a time 
when Mexican-Americans’ 
rights in general were still 
not fully realized, and Mex-
ican-American farmworkers 
fought through suppression 
— sometimes violent — for 
the right to organize. 

“As I mentioned at the 
beginning, if I were to do 
something that was like a eu-
logy, I would talk about that – 
la memoria. … The memory 
of the times — very difficult 
times — in the ‘70s, in South 
Texas and in San Antonio; his 
services as auxiliary there. 
… Cuando falleció un abue-
lo, un padre, quedamos mas 
solos. When we lose in the 
Church a spiritual father or a 
grandfather, we are left more 

alone. And we should try to 
remember maybe things that 
we took for granted when 
he spoke to us of those days 
back then.

“Also, if I were to speak 
of a eulogy and I won’t, I 
probably would mention el 
camino difícil de un méxi-
co-americano en el estado de 
Tejas – the difficult road that 
Bishop traveled since the 
1930s when he was born of 
expressing the voice and the 
presence and the gift that is 
that particular unique cul-
ture of the Mexican-Amer-
ican in South Texas. Porque 
su propio día espresaba esa.  
Es una cultura muy distinta. 
Aquí la conocemos muy bien. 
Pero a veces, especialmente en 
aquellos años, una cultura que 
no reconocía completamente. 

“When we were little, 
you know, the phrase was 
que nosotros de chiquillos no 
somos ni de aquí ni de allá – 
neither from here nor from 
there. (Bishop Peña) nos 
enseñó algo muy importante: 
Poder afirmar públicamente 
que somos de aquí y también 
de alla. That we are from 

At peace, and in memory
Bishop Peña received
the funeral he wanted
— and a little more

BISHOP EMERITUS 
RAYMUNDO J. PEÑA

02.19.1934 09.24.2021

» Please see In Memory 
p. 10
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HAZ TODO 
CON AMOR

here, but also from there. 
Y afirmarlo, y ofrecer este 
identidad como regalo a la 
comunidad y la iglesia.”

At the rosary and vigil 
Sept. 28 at the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral, 
Bishop Flores and Auxilia-
ry Bishop Mario A. Avilés 
both spoke of the peace 
that Bishop Peña radiated, 
particularly near the end of 
his life. 

“Through all this time, 
Bishop was always peaceful 
and hopeful in eternal life,” 
Bishop Avilés said. “And to 
me that was very inspiring.

“All the time I was 
thinking that when my 
time comes, I want it to 
be like that,” Bishop Avilés 
said.  “Like him, like in 

peace, and accepting, and 
ready for the Lord.”

Bishop Flores contin-
ued on the theme.

“The key to Bishop’s 
peacefulness — Bishop was 
so peaceful — is exactly his 
confidence that the victory 
of Christ as we heard about 
in the reading is the victo-
ry of mercy over judgment. 
Of compassion, enough to 
win the victory of Christ is 
the victory of his mercy,” 
Bishop Flores said. “And 
there was peace in that, 
and this encourages us not 
to give up.”

“‘Haz todo con amor.’ 
That’s what his motto 
was. It continues to be. 
‘Do everything with love,’ 
which is an exhortation 

from the Apostle to the 
Church. But the Apostle 
himself … was aware that 
this exhortation which 
comes from Christ and that 
flows … in the Church.”

“There’s much that 
many of us could think 
about, much that many 
of us could contemplate,” 
Bishop Flores said. “But 
(Bishop Peña) would want 
us to think of it in terms of 
the love that Christ gives to 
us that we want to express, 
and how we work for one 
another to build up, espe-
cially the vulnerable, and 
also the confidence we 
have in his mercy.” 

At the end of his hom-
ily at the funeral Mass, 
Bishop Flores recounted 

being with Bishop Peña a 
few days earlier at a point 
when he was having diffi-
culty speaking. Nonethe-
less, Bishop Flores invit-
ed Bishop Peña to pray a 
decade of the Rosary with 
him, which they did, after 
which Bishop Flores said 
he thought they were done.

“But we weren’t,” Bish-
op Flores said. “Because 
in the strongest voice he 
could do — and I want you 
to help me … empezó a 
cantar.”

In a poignant mo-
ment, Bishop Flores soft-
ly began again to sing the 
song “Santa Maria del 
Camino,” and the faithful 
did indeed join in. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him.

In Memory
continued from pg. 9
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Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him.
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Bishop Daniel E. Flores expressed his 
gratitude on behalf of everyone in the Dio-
cese of Brownsville for the messages of sym-
pathy and condolences from near and far 
after passing of Bishop Emeritus Raymundo 
J. Peña.

He also thanked the Bishops of Texas 
who moved their scheduled meeting from 
San Antonio to San Juan so that they could 
attend the Rosary and Funeral Mass. We are 
grateful for the messages of sympa

Among the messages of condolence, 
was a letter from Pope Francis through the 
Vatican's secretary of state transmitted via 
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the Apos-
tolic Nuncio to the United States, to Bishop 
Flores on Sept. 28:

To the Most Reverend Daniel E. Flores,
Saddened to learn of the death of Bish-

op Emeritus Raymundo J. Peña, His Holiness 
Pope Francis offers heartfelt condolences to 
you and to the clergy, religious and lay faith-
ful of the Diocese. Grateful for the late Bish-
op’s many years of devoted episcopal ministry 
to the Church in Brownsville and his service 
within the United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, His Holiness joins you in praying 
that our merciful Father may grant him the 
reward of his labors and welcome his soul into 
the Heavenly Kingdom. To those present at 
the Mass of Christian Burial and to all who 
mourn Bishop P in the hope of the resurrec-
tion, the Holy Father imparts his apostolic 
blessing as a pledge of peace and consolation 
in the Lord. 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin
Secretary of State

Pope Francis sends condolences, 
imparts apostolic blessings
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Instructions:
1. Glue the paper doll section on to some 

card stock or the back of a discarded cereal 

box. (use gluestick)

2. Cut out each image, including the slits as 

indicated by the dotted lines.

3. Fit the pieces on to the image of the saint.

4. Take of photo and post in online and tag 

Catholic Diocese of Brownsville or email it 

to eduardo.garcia@cdob.org.

For personal use only. Not for commercial use.  ©Diocese of Brownsville

St. Martin
of Tours

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.

Month of the Holy Souls
Triptych

1. Cut out triptych and cross.
2. Paste triptych on card stock.
3. Color and decorate triptych.  

Include photo(s) and/or names  
of family and friends who  
have passed away.

4. Use the prayer to pray for your 
departed loved ones and all the souls 
in purgatory.

5. Place your triptych in a place where 
you will be reminded to pray.

©
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St. Martin of Tours
feast day: Nov. 11

Recipe: St. Martin's Horseshoes
INGREDIENTS
• 2 sticks unsalted butter
• 2½ cups unbleached flour
• 1½ cups brown sugar
• ½ teaspoon baking powder
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 1 egg, beaten
• 1 cup almonds, lightly toasted and finely ground
• 1½ teaspoons vanilla extract
• ½ teaspoon almond extract

• ¼ cup powdered sugar for dusting

DIRECTIONS
In a medium bowl, combine flour, ground almonds, baking powder and salt. Set aside. 
In a large mixing bowl, cream butter and sugar. Stir in beaten egg, vanilla extract and 
almond extract. Slowly stir in flour mixture. Knead the dough on a floured surface 
and then form into a ball. Divide into two pieces and roll individually in plastic wrap. 
Refrigerate for about an hour.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two baking sheets with parchment paper.

Remove dough from plastic wrap. Scoop tablespoons of dough and roll into balls. Then 
roll balls into 3- to 4-inch-long tubes onto a floured surface. Place on a cookie sheet in 
the shape of a U. Bake for 12 minutes or until light golden brown on edges. Transfer to a 
cooling rack and dust cookies with powdered sugar when cool.

Recipe: Almond Horseshoe Cookies by MICHELLE DIFRANCO, Archdiocese of hartford, 2019

What does Living Liturgically mean 
to you?

Liturgical living is a way of incorporating the 
beauty of our Catholic culture in our daily lives. 
It helps shape our identity as Catholics and gives 
us an opportunity to understand and appreciate 
our faith more fully.

How did you start Living Liturgically 
with your family? 

When our oldest was school age we decided to 
homeschool. I knew I wanted to incorporate our 
Catholic faith into our studies and found some 
wonderful Catholic bloggers that helped inspire 
me. Our church at the time (St. Anthony in 
Harlingen) had a school, so seeing the classroom 
set ups and kids activities around the campus was 
very helpful as well.

We started with big things like Lent and Advent 
and now celebrate all kinds of Catholic traditions 
like Michaelmas and Name Days. On a daily 
basis we listen to the saint of the day online and 
have a quick discussion about it. Some days we’ll 
do a craft, color page, an act of service, or prepare 
a special meal/dessert in celebration of the feast 
day. We’ve always enjoyed entertaining, so getting 
a few families to celebrate with us is something 
we also look forward to very much.

What feast day are you looking forward 
to celebrating the most in November?

Solemnity of All Saints (Nov. 1) is definitely 
something our family looks forward to all year 
long. We go to Mass with some friends and the 
kids love it because they get to dress up as their 
favorite saint. After Mass we have a picnic, play 
games, and discuss why they chose the saint 
they did.

What fruits have you seen within 
yourself and your family?

Living Liturgically has brought so much joy to 
our home. With so many beautiful feast days 
and celebrations in the liturgical year, there are 
always opportunities to have fun as a family. 
Celebrating our Catholic faith has given us a 
deeper appreciation and love for the traditions of 
the Church as well as a greater sense of belonging.

Any tips  or tricks on how a family 
can start on this journey?

If you’d like to begin a Living Liturgically, I’d 
suggest starting with a home altar. It doesn’t 
have to take up too much space, just enough for 
a crucifix, a rosary and some holy water. Each 
member of the family can add something they 
think is special (maybe a candle or prayer card) 
to personalize it. This gives you a place to pray 
and display the saint of the day. You can also 
incorporate a colored cloth and change it with 
the changing of the liturgical seasons (purple for 
lent and advent, green for ordinary time, etc).

Another starting point is to celebrate baptism 
days for members of your family. You can display 
a picture of the person being celebrated taken 
at their baptism, make time to call Godparents 
and thank them for their guidance, say a special 
prayer for the family member being celebrated, 
and have everyone bless themselves with holy 
water to remember their own baptism.

- Villasana Family, 
St. Paul Catholic Church, Mission

 Living LivingLiturgicallyLiturgically
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“Clear eyes, Full hearts, Can’t lose.” The words 
written for the NBC drama Friday Night Lights rings true 
for many Catholics. Keeping our eyes and heart full and 
focused on Jesus, one can’t lose. In the height of football 
season, these words remind me how football taught me 
to be a better Catholic. 

In the summer of 2018 I was finalizing a youth 
ministry course. As I sat in class, my professor brought 
out an ordinary paperclip. Standing at the head of 
the classroom, she asked, “Who can tell me how this 
paperclip is significant to our faith?” I don’t recall what 
the responses were; however, we spoke extensively on 
the importance of finding God in all things, and how 
that can help us see others with the eyes of Christ. Using 
that lens, I thought back to how football was influential 
to me as a Catholic. When I played running back, my 
focus was always about looking for the gap and trusting 
my teammates to provide an avenue for me to advance 
the ball. Creating “tunnel vision” wouldn’t allow me to 
have a clear view of the field. Thus, when I would carry 
the ball, I knew if I trusted the foundational elements I 
could focus on the path ahead of me. Similarly, when we 
trust in the foundation of our catechesis, we can focus 
on the path provided by God. 

CLEAR EYES

In Evangelii Gaudium: The Joy of the Gospel, Pope 
Francis writes about the joy of the Gospel that was 
shared among the Apostles. As he addresses the actions 
of the Apostles in the book of Acts, he states;

“Wherever the disciples went, ‘there was great joy’ 
(8:8); even amid persecution they continued to be ‘filled 
with joy’ (13:52)… Why should we not also enter into 
this great stream of joy?” (Evangelii Gaudium, 5)

Think about a time you received good news and 
couldn’t wait to share it with others. Maybe it was a job 
offer, the birth of a child, or acceptance into college. 

This is the same joy we should have when we encounter 
Christ, both at the altar and with others. Even when 
we aren’t verbally sharing the good news, our hearts 
should be so focused on the news of the Gospel that our 
actions exuberate Christ’s love to others we encounter. 
That’s what 2 time NCAA National Champion Tim Tebow 
tried to live out in his brief NFL tenure. “Tebowmania,” as 
categorized by sports media, extended further than the 
football field when Tim’s desire to share the Gospel filled 
ESPN and sports media with images of him wearing 
“John 3:16” under his eyelids and always giving God 
glory and praise. Unconventional, yet his actions and 
words exuberated a desire to share the Gospel. 

FULL HEARTS

“As a body is one though it has many parts, and 
all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 
so also Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12) Football has taught 
me the importance of putting others first, loving others 
even when we made mistakes, and the importance of 
becoming a missionary disciple and sharing the joy of 
the Gospel.  

As we eagerly await to reconvene with family 
and friends to celebrate life and give thanks during 
Thanksgiving week, let us not forget the importance 
of having clear eyes to appreciate God’s glory and love, 
having full hearts to want to be like the Apostles in 
sharing our apostolic zeal, but most importantly, let us 
not forget that with Christ at the center of our focus, we 
can’t lose."

Josh Salinas, Ministry Development Strategist, 
Office of Youth, Young Adults, Campus Ministy,

Catholic Diocese of Dallas  | www.catholicdallas.org

Clear Eyes, 
Full Hearts, 
Can't Lose.

November Prayer
Challenge

I have always been one that doesn’t shy away from a good challenge 
especially when that challenge revolves around prayer. I sometimes find myself 
looking for something new to do, especially as a new month approaches. As 
this liturgical year begins to dwindle down and everyone starts to prepare to 
receive Our Lord as the start of Advent nears, join me in this 30-day prayer 
challenge in gratitude for the people and blessings God has put in our lives.

1. Thankful for the Saints and the examples that they have left for us.
2. Thankful for family and friends that are no longer with us.
3. Thankful for Public Health Care Workers that watch for our well-being.
4. Thankful for our Catechists that continue to teach through words and actions.
5. Thankful for our families that help us to grow.
6. Thankful for our Church Community that assists us in our faith journey.
7. Thankful for our Bishops that shepherd their flock.
8. Thankful for our Priests who lead us in the journey towards heaven.
9. Thankful for our Deacons who assist in our religious education.
10. Thankful for our Religious Brothers and their vocation.
11. Thankful for our Veterans and their service.
12. Thankful for Religious Sisters and their vocation.
13. Thankful for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
14. Thankful for the Catholic Church.
15. Thankful for School Administrators who put the students first.
16. Thankful for our Firefighters who put their lives on the line everyday.
17. Thankful for our Police Officers who help stand for justice in our communities.
18. Thankful for Nurses and their tireless efforts.
19. Thankful for our Doctors who assist us in our health.
20. Thankful for our Government Officials who stand for the common good of others.
21. Thankful for our World Leaders who continue to persevere through the difficult times.
22. Thankful for the Gift of Christ our King in our daily lives.
23. Thankful for our Elderly Relatives that we still have alongside us.
24. Thankful for Therapists and their vocation to assist patients.
25. Thankful for what we have at home, no matter how much or little we have.
26. Thankful for our Everyday Blessings
27. Thankful for our love for the Church and in all the ways she has assisted us.
28. Thankful for Charities that serve the less fortunate.
29. Thankful for the start of a new liturgical year.
30. Thankful for Business Owners and what they bring to our communities.
31. Thankful for our continued journey towards Heaven.

Amy Lee Lerma
Sacred Heart Church, Elsa
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LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY  INCOME INSURANCE | LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE | RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Some companies began
 on Wall Street

Some companies began
 in garages

We began hereWe began here

Contact us today to learn more:

CARLIN AGENCY
(956) 731-4470

juan.carlin@kofc.org
3421 W Business 83, Unit 2, Mcallen, Tx 78501

Protecting 
God's People

As God’s people, we are 
called to celebrate, promote, 
and when necessary to de-
fend the life and dignity of 
every person.  We must treat 
everyone with respect, and do 
what we can to protect others 
from harm.

Suspected misconduct 
with minors by lay church 
personnel should be report-
ed to the pastor of the parish, 
the principal of the school, or 
the head of the Catholic in-
stitution involved.  Suspected 
misconduct with minors by 
a priest, deacon, or religious 
should be reported directly to 
the Bishop or Vicar General 
(P. O. Box 2279, Brownsville, 
TX  78522-2279; 956-542-
2501).  

A form for a Confidential 
Notice of Concern, may be 
used, and obtained on request 
from the local pastor, school 
principal, institution head, or 
Diocese, or it may be down-
loaded from the Brownsville 
Diocese website (www.cdob.
org)

Please be aware that it is 
a state law that anyone who 
suspects abuse or neglect of a 
minor must report it to local 
law enforcement officials or 
to the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Servic-
es at 1-800-252-5400.

Our faith assures us that 
we will not be overcome by 
evil but will overcome evil 
with good (cf. Rm 12:21).

Legal community comes together for Red Mass

                                Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic
Lawyers, judges and others in the field of jurisprudence converged on Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church for the annual Red Mass Oct. 27 in Mission. At right, Bishop Daniel E. Flores accepts an 
offertory gift during the Red Mass. At right, a group of judges attired in their robes participated.

                                Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic
Father Jorge Gomez blesses a long line of motorcycles Oct. 9 in the south parking lot 
of the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. Father Gomez, the 
basilica’s rector, hopes to make an annual event of the Biker Mass and the Blessing of 
the Bikes that followed. Bikers rode in from as far as Houston for the occasion.

People Who Suffer from Depression

We pray that people 

who suffer from 

depression or burn-out 

will find support 

and a light that opens 

them up to life.

»The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions 
for November

Blessing of the Bikes

1/31/2022 .

1/31/2022 .
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National Vocation Awareness Week

The week of Nov. 7-13, 2021, we will be celebrating Nation-
al Vocation Awareness Week. This is a weeklong celebration to 
promote and pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, 
and consecrated life through prayer and education, and to re-
new our prayers and support for those who are considering one 
of these particular vocations. We ask for your help in promot-
ing vocations throughout the diocese by praying for vocations 
at your parish during National Vocation Awareness Week. 

The theme of this year’s poster is St. Joseph, Protector of 
Vocations. In his Apostolic Letter,  Patris Corde  (“With a Fa-
ther’s Heart"), the Holy Father described St. Joseph as a father 
who was beloved, tender and loving, obedient, accepting, and 
creatively courageous. Pope Francis also wrote, “St. Joseph 
found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift.” 

This summer Bishop Daniel E. Flores ordained one man 
to the priesthood and two men to the transitional diaconate. 
Bishop Flores also accepted three men into priestly formation. 
As you will see on the poster, we have thirteen men in priestly 
formation. We entrust these men to the intercession and pro-
tection of St. Joseph. Please pray for the seminarians that they 
will truly seek to be examples of true fatherhood, a father who 
seeks to point others to God the Father. May our seminarians 
and all of us be like St. Joseph: “a shadow of the heavenly Fa-
ther… and a shadow that follows his Son.”

………….
The theme of this year’s poster is St. Joseph, Protector of Vo-
cations. In his Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde (“With a Father’s 
Heart), the Holy Father stressed that “St. Joseph found happi-
ness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift.” He continued, 
"Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is the 
fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life 
likewise require this kind of maturity."  For this reason, we en-
trust our seminarians to the intercession and protection of St. 
Joseph. We pray that our seminarians truly seek to be examples 
of true fatherhood, a father who seeks to point others to God 
the Father.

Prayer for Vocations
Loving and Generous God,

it is You who call us by name
and ask us to follow You.

Help us to grow in the Love
and Service of our Church
as we experience it today.

Give us the energy and courage
of Your Spirit

to shape its future
Grant us faith-filled leaders

who will embrace Christ's Mission
of love and justice.

Bless the Diocese of Brownsville
by raising up dedicated and generous leaders

from our families and friends
who will serve Your people as Sisters,

Priests, Brothers, Deacons and Lay
Ministers.

Inspire us to know You better
and open our hearts

to hear Your call.
We ask this through our Lord.

Amen.

Oración por vocaciones
Amadísimo y generoso Dios,

Eres Tú quien nos llama
por nuestro nombre y

nos pides que te sigamos.
Ayúdanos a crecer en el amor

y en el servicio a nuestra Iglesia.
Danos el entusiasmo

y la energía de tu Espíritu
para preparar su futuro.

Danos líderes llenos de fe
que abracen la misión de Cristo

en amor y en justicia.
Bendice la Diócesis de Brownsville

con líderes de nuestras familias
que dediquen sus vidas
al servicio de su pueblo

como sacerdotes, religiosos,
diáconos y ministros laicos.

Inspíranos a conocerte mejor y
abre nuestros corazones

para oír tu llamada.
Amén.

“No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation flows 

from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful 

people. Did not Jesus say: “By this all men will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35)?

– Pope Francis – January 16, 2014

Noche de SANACIÓN y DIVINA MISERICORDIA
Night of Healing and Divine Mercy

Únase a nosotros en línea todos los últimos sábados del mes
en la Basilica de Nuestra Señora de San Juan del Valle

en San Juan, Texas a las 6:30 PM

Join us online every last Saturday of the month
from the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle,

San Juan, Texas at 6:30 PM

with Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.Dwith Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D
leading us in prayerleading us in prayer
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NOVEMBER
» Monthly calendar

Month of the
 Souls in Purgatory

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS TO: 
Paul Binz at pbinz@cdob.org 
or call (956) 784-5055. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

1
ALL SAINTS DAY
Monday, Nov. 1 is All Saints Day, a solemn 
holy day of the Church dedicated to all the 
faithful who have attained heaven.

2
ALL SOULS DAY
Tuesday, Nov. 2 is the Church’s 
Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed, dedicated to all those who have 
died and not yet reached heaven. 

5
HOLY HOUR: PRAYER 
AT NOON ON FRIDAY 
The hour to fulfill Bishop Flores’ call for 
diocese-wide prayer at noon Friday by 
praying the Angelus or prayers of your 
choice.

7
SUNDAY MASS ONLINE
Sunday Mass is available online in the 
Diocese of Brownsville Facebook and 
Youtube Channel at 11 a.m. 

12
HOLY HOUR: PRAYER 
AT NOON ON FRIDAY 
The hour to fulfill Bishop Flores’ call for 
diocese-wide prayer at noon Friday by 
praying the Angelus or prayers of your 
choice.

13
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL'S 
VIRTUAL TURKEYFEST 
St. Joseph School’s annual Turkeyfest will 
be conducted virtually on Saturday, Nov. 
13. The online silent auction will run from 
11 a.m.-9 p.m. The virtual Live Auction will 
begin at 4 p.m. St. Joseph Catholic School 
is located at 119 W Fay St. in Edinburg. For 
more information, call (956) 383-3957.

13
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL'S 
CHALUPA 'CAR' BINGO
St. Joseph Catholic School invites you to 
Chalupa “Car” Bingo on Saturday, Nov. 
13. Games will begin at 6 p.m. in our staff 
parking lot. The price will be 3 cards for 
$10; tickets sold at the School Office/
Parish Office. St. Joseph Catholic School is 
located at 119 W Fay St. in Edinburg. For 
more information, call (956) 383-3957.

14
SUNDAY MASS ONLINE
Sunday Mass is available online in the 
Diocese of Brownsville Facebook and 
Youtube Channel at 11 a.m.

18
HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
(MARRIED LIFE)
Every third Thursday of each month 
the Holy Hour will be dedicated for 
the intentions of the sanctification of 
the Vocation of Matrimony. Families, 
engaged couples, and couples in the 
Family Apostolic Movements and in other 
marriage ministries are invited to gather 
and pray for this intention. This month Holy 
Hour for Vocations (Married Life) is set 
for 7-8 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 18 at St. 
Joseph Adoration Chapel, 723 E. Bowie 
Ave. in Alamo.

19
HOLY HOUR: PRAYER 
AT NOON ON FRIDAY 
The hour to fulfill Bishop Flores’ call for 
diocese-wide prayer at noon Friday by 
praying the Angelus or prayers of your 
choice.

20 
MEN ON FIRE RETREAT
A day in prayer, reflection and dialogue 
with other Catholic men in preparation for 
the Advent season. Special guests at the 
retreat will be Bishop Daniel E. Flores and 
Trent Horn, Catholic apologist and author. 
The retreat, at Las Nubes Ranch on North 
Taylor Road (5-1/4 Mile) in McAllen, starts 
at 9 a.m. and concludes with Mass at 4:30 
p.m. 

21
SUNDAY MASS ONLINE
Sunday Mass is available online in the 
Diocese of Brownsville Facebook and 
Youtube Channel at 11 a.m. 

25
THANKSGIVING
Thanksgiving Day, a national holiday

26
HOLY HOUR: PRAYER 
AT NOON ON FRIDAY 
The hour to fulfill Bishop Flores’ call for 
diocese-wide prayer at noon Friday by 
praying the Angelus or prayers of your 
choice.

27
NIGHT OF HEALING 
AND DIVINE MERCY
Msgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D., leads the 
faithful in prayer for a Night of Healing and 
Divine Mercy at 6:30 p.m. at the Basilica 
of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National 
Shrine. 

27
CONCERT 'MI CORAZON 
TE BUSCA'
The 3rd Annual Concert “Mi Corazon 
Te Busca” is set for 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 27 at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in Mission. Performance 
by Daniela Gandaría; music producer 
Luan D’Carvalho. Tickets are $10 per 
person, with all profits supporting property 
maintenance at the parish. Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary Church is located at 923 
Matamoros St. in Mission. 
For more information, call the parish office 
at (956) 581-2193

28
SUNDAY MASS ONLINE
Sunday Mass is available online in the 
Diocese of Brownsville Facebook and 
Youtube Channel at 11 a.m.

Gelman Museum
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To Begin Again
An Advent Invitation 

Order online: www.cdob.org 
or by email: pbinz@cdob.org

$10.00
To Begin Again

An Advent Invitation
Bishop Daniel E. Flores

think you can feel … this is an environ-
ment that transcends the physical and al-
lows us to go into the spiritual.”  

“That so many factors came togeth-
er — this just couldn’t be an accident,” Dr. 
Gelman concluded. “There are forces in 
this world far beyond our imagination, our 
ability to understand.”

Just before starting the blessing, Bish-
op Flores elaborated on his own role.

“In the book of the Catholic Church, 
I assure you there is not a blessing specif-
ically for a museum of stained glass win-
dows, which tells you how remarkably 
imaginative and new this is,” he said. “So 
what I’m going to do is to adapt a blessing 
that is primarily directed … for a library.  
A library is a collection of books that open 
the minds of young people, especially, to 
encounter the world in a new way.  

“But in a real way, in the lives of so 
many people over the centuries, art, and 
architecture and especially stained glass is 

like a book, a vision in images which cause 
us to look at things. So it’s even a richer 
experience of opening the mind to some-
thing more beautiful that touches the edg-
es of human experience.”

After pronouncing the blessing, Bish-
op Flores commenced walking slowly 
around the entire perimeter of the muse-
um, sprinkling holy water with an asper-
gillum on the windows and altars and pol-
ished floors.

Bishop Flores had a special wish for 
future museum attendance. 

“I think it’s very important that young 
people be welcomed here. … whether 
they’re religious or not, this is part of the 
human experience.”

“Who could walk through and see the 
images of Jesus feeding the multitudes, or 
… of angels protecting the children, or of 
Jesus on the cross, and not think of some-
thing that has to do with the deeper part 
of life?”

Have you ordered your copy of Bishop Flores' newest book?

30
MASS FOR THE ELDERLY 
AT THE BASILICA
The special Mass for the Elderly will 
be celebrated at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 30 at the Basilica of Our Lady 
of San Juan del Valle-National 
Shrine. Masses for the Elderly 
will be celebrated at this time on 
the last Tuesday morning of each 
month.
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SAN JUAN — Little Kayne Parrott is 
special in so many ways. 

The just-turned-8-year-old often can 
be seen at Mass with his father on Thurs-
days at the Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle-National Shrine where his 
Aunt Irma is a volunteer. Kayne (rhymes 
with “cane”) might even be spotted happily 
joining the priest and attendants in pro-
cession, only to be quickly retrieved by his 
dad. 

Kayne began attending church about 
three years ago and was immediately 
drawn to the priests celebrating Mass, his 
father, Buzzy Parrott, said. Kayne quickly 
struck up a special friendship with the ba-
silica’s priests, especially its rector, Father 
Jorge Gomez.

Father Gomez has an affinity for spe-
cial needs children and is known for his 
efforts to include them in Catholic life. 
While at Holy Family Parish in Browns-
ville, he initiated the monthly Mass there 
for children with special needs, which con-
tinues to this day. 

“They have a special place in my heart 
— not only Kayne, but all,” Father Gomez 
said. “He’s a lovable child.”

Knowing Kayne as he does, Father 
Gomez some time ago selected him as a 
model for a statue commissioned for the 
grounds of the basilica. So more than a 
year and a pandemic later, Kayne is the 
special needs child depicted in bronze 
with St. Francis and friends. The grouping 
is now installed on the island in front of 
the Basilica Gift Shop, which on Oct. 14 
received a blessing from Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores. Kayne, his parents, and Father 
Gomez were in attendance. 

Kayne fits another definition of a 
special child because he was born with a 
genetic condition known as alpha-thal-
assemia x-linked intellectual disability 
(ATRX) syndrome. The condition is so 
rare that only about 500 diagnosed cases 
exist in a world population of nearly 8 bil-
lion souls. 

ATRX affects multiple organ systems 
of the body, causing intellectual disability, 
muscle weakness, short stature, a particu-

lar facial appearance, and other abnor-
malities, according to the rarediseases.org 
website. Another effect can be alpha thal-
assemia, a condition where there is a defect 
in the production of hemoglobin, the oxy-
gen-carrying pigments of red blood cells. 

In Kayne’s case, the syndrome means 
he cannot speak more than a few words, 
but he has no problem communicating his 
joy and enthusiasm.

Kayne’s attachment to the Mass, the 
basilica and its priests began when he was 
four or five years old.

“We would come on either Wednes-
day or Thursday for the 5:30 (Mass), and 

that’s when he first met Father Gomez,” his 
father said. “And … just right away they 
bonded. He was just mesmerized. 

“He would just listen to him up there 
preach and he liked it. Honestly, he even 
watches (Mass) at home on YouTube. He 
doesn’t like to watch hardly anything on 
TV, but he’ll watch that.

“He’s always loved coming here. Fa-
ther Jorge and Father Oliver and Father 
Jaime,” Parrott said. “Those three – he likes 
to get on the edge of the pew right there, 
and when they walk by, he’ll stop them.  
They’ll stop in their tracks, and they’ll bless 
him, and then they’ll go back on their way. 

Same thing when they’re leaving.”
Kayne, who lives with his dad in San 

Juan, goes to school in Edinburg. 
“He’s in a special unit for other chil-

dren with disabilities,” Parrott said. “Kayne 
is non-verbal; he doesn’t talk. He can tell 
you what he wants by pointing, and he 
knows a couple of signs. He knows the sign 
for ‘restroom,’ for ‘hungry,’ ‘hurt,’ ‘question.’ 
… So he can get his point across when he 
wants to. 

“And you can pretty much tell him to 
do anything, like ‘Go get this; go get that,’ 
and he’ll get it for you. He understands 
everything.” 

“They’re working on him to get more 
mobility with his tongue. … He can say 
‘Grandma.’ He can say ‘’Ampa.’ For me, he 
calls me ‘Didi.’ And he can say ‘Mama.’ 

This year Kayne is the beneficiary of a 
special treatment that seems – well, almost 
miraculous.

“About six months ago we started on a 
new pill out of Japan,” Parrott said. “Some 
scientists came up with it after a study on 
two little boys in Japan who have ATRX. 
Within a couple of months, both boys 
starting talking and even making sentenc-
es. 

“A pharmacy in Victoria said that they 
had all the ingredients. … So six months 
ago they began making it for him, and I 
have noticed a difference in his cognitive 
(abilities),” Parrott said. “He remembers 
everything. You can tell him something 
one day and go back a week later and he’ll 
still remember. 

“I’ve actually seen an increase in his 
growth, too. He’s already over four feet tall 
now,” Parrott said. “Hopefully, if he takes it 
long enough, maybe we’ll see a difference.”

 “Every single child who has (ATRX) 
is different,” Parrott said. “There’s some 
that can talk … some can walk, and some 
that cannot walk. There’s some that can eat 
on their own and some that are on feeding 
tubes. Not one is the same.”

But the effects don’t get worse with 
time, the doctors say.

“The way they are now is the way 
they’ll be for the rest of their lives,” Parrott 
said. “… If it’s not going to progress, I don’t 
know why it couldn’t regress.”

Kayne’s future, like everyone’s, is in 
God’s hands. Meanwhile, his joyful like-
ness in bronze alongside St. Francis is set 
to greet visitors on their way to the basilica 
for years to come.

Our Catholic  Family

Infused with the joy of worship
Boy with rare syndrome 
lives his own inspired life

                                Paul Binz / The Valley Catholic
Kayne Parrott seems to mimic his likeness in bronze after the blessing of the statue of St. Francis 
and friends Oct. 14 outside the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. Father 
Jorge Gomez, rector of the basilica, has known Kayne for several years and chose him to be the mod-
el for the child in the tableau.


