
From media reports

BROWNSVILLE — After 
30-plus years in the Texas Sen-
ate, Eddie Lucio Jr. has retired 
from politics. But he plans to 
continue his decades of pro-life 
and youth advocacy work by 
launching a non-profit charity. 

He said those plans range 
from helping at-risk students to 
supporting young girls facing 
pregnancies “because I’m very 
much pro-life and everybody 
knows that,” he said in a recent 
interview with Steve Taylor of 
The Rio Grande Guardian. “It’s   

no big secret — how I’ve voted 
in the Legislature, I vote to pro-
tect and to respect the sanctity 
of life from conception to natu-
ral death.” 

“It’s very important for us 
to work with these young wom-
en in many cases who don’t 
know where to turn. They need 

to know that there’s a hotline, 
there’s someone locally that they 
can turn to for advice.”  

His last full day on the job 
in Austin was Jan. 9, when he 
worked into the evening finish-
ing tasks and writing thank-you 
notes to colleagues.

“I loved what I did,” Lucio 
told KRGV-TV on his final day 
about his time in office. “Being 
able to address and work on is-
sues that brought a better quali-
ty of life to my community.”

He now hopes to spend a 
couple of years in the private 
sector even as he launches his 
effort to help the Rio Grande 
Valley’s at-risk young people. 
Lucio noted that he has been 
involved in raising funds for 
college scholarships during 
the past 20 years amounting 
to more than a million dollars 
distributed among hundreds of 
students.

“Now I want to make a turn 
to something else that has been 
bothering me for many, many 
years,” he said. “It’s something 
that all of us need to stop and 
think about — something that 
has happened in our education 
system that we need to pay a lot 
of attention to — and that is … 
the teenagers that are dropping 
out of school in the ninth and 
tenth grade, mostly. But all this 
starts earlier in middle school. 
We need to identify who those 
students are and try to help chil-
dren at risk of dropping out of 
school. That is something that I 
think about, that it’s a waste of 
human capital … human lives.”

“Already when I meet peo-
ple, they want to volunteer. 
I’m just overwhelmed with the 
compassion out there that ex-
ists in our communities,” Lucio 
said. “… We do have people who 
care. And that’s going to be the 

name of my nonprofit —  hope-
fully, if I can change it to — Tex-
ans Who Care, or Texas Neigh-
bors Care.”

Lucio, who attends Mass 
regularly at the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral, said he 
hopes to activate the nonprofit 
this month (January) and bring 
aboard as volunteers other re-
tirees “who are good Chris-
tian persons.” He said he hopes 
eventually to devote himself 
more fully — health permitting 
— to his charity.

“We need to somehow ad-
dress the needs of these children. 
We need to keep them in school, 
we need to have them walk 
across that platform and receive 
their diplomas. And hopefully 
they can have a chance at life,” 
Lucio said. “That’s ultimately 
the thing I’d like to do until it’s 
time for me to report upstairs — 
I hope!”
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» Your Family as a Domestic Church

What does Living Liturgically mean to you?
Living liturgically to our family is living life in a way that always has Christ as 
our priority. Simply put, it’s always putting God first and allowing everything 
else to fall into place. 

How did you start Liturgical Living 
with your family?

I believe we truly began to live liturgically as a family back in 2013. We have 
always attended church as a family, but in August of 2013 our twin boys decided 
they wanted to serve as altar servers. Their older sister was serving as a lector, 
and they decided they wanted to serve as well. Through their commitment, our 
family grew closer to our parish, beliefs, and our Lord. They continued to serve 
all through high school and taught religious education to second-graders. Their 
younger sister also answered her calling to serve and became a lector in August 
of 2015 at the age of 10; she also joined the choir and is currently a catechist 
for kinder and first grade. I am also a catechist at Prince of Peace Parish for 
fourth grade and as a family living liturgically, serving God gives us a great deal 
of fulfilment and meaning to our life.

What feast day celebrations are big 
within your family? How do you celebrate?

The Solemnity of the Epiphany on Jan. 6, also known as “Three Kings’ Day” 
or “The Epiphany.” The Epiphany celebrates the revelation that Jesus is the Son 
of God. At Prince of Peace Parish, we gather as a parish for Mass and after we 
have a gathering outside or in the parish hall, complete with food prepared 
by our Honeybees (a group of individuals who serve the church by preparing 
meals and other community events). After the sharing of the feast, the Three 
Kings come in and distribute gifts to all the children in attendance. Watching 
the excitement as the children receive their gift is beautiful and seeing our twins 
dressed as the Three Kings has always brought us so much joy.

 

What fruits have you seen withinyourself 
and your family from Living Liturgically?

We have grown and learned so much and the fruits I have seen in our family 
and myself by living liturgically are bountiful. Watching our children grow up 
serving, allowing God to guide them, and seeing their successes as well as our 
own in our endeavors;  knowing that it is all through the glory of God and be-
cause of his favor is truly a blessing.  Although the accolades are many, I believe 
that our greatest blessing through living liturgically is our strong faith, willing-
ness to share our faith and our love for each other.

Do you have any tips on how other families 
can start on the journey of Living Liturgically?

There are many ways to start living liturgically with your family. The best way 
to start is to make God the priority in your family. It may sound hard to do, but 
you will quickly notice that in doing this, everything else will fall into place. 
Make time to pray, and do it often, even if it’s a short prayer, and finally and 
most importantly, attend Mass. 

— Martinez Family 
Prince of Peace Church, Lyford
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