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Recientemente celebramos la 
clausura de la fase diocesana del 
Sínodo en el dia de la Memoria del 
Inmaculado Corazón de María, el 
25 de junio.

El Evangelio relata cómo 
María y José buscaban a Jesús, 
cuando tenía 12 años. Este es 
uno de los primeros ejemplos de 
personas que buscan a Jesús en las 
Escrituras. El Niño Jesús llevaba 
tres días desaparecido cuando 
finalmente lo encontraron en el 
Templo. En el Evangelio encon-
tramos otras ocasiones en las que 
personas encuentran a Jesús. Más 
tarde, durante el ministerio de 
Jesús, los discípulos preguntarían 
" “¿Dónde se fue el Señor?” Esta 
pregunta los obligó a buscar y lo 
encontraron, al igual que María y 
José. Surge un modelo para ser un 
discípulo de Jesús. A veces, Jesús 
desaparecía con el fin de animar 
a sus discípulos a descubrirlo en 
nuevos lugares.

Incluso María tuvo que salir 
y encontrar a Jesús. Al encontrar 
a Jesús en el templo, María le 
pregunta: “Hijo, ¿por qué nos has 
hecho esto?”. La respuesta de Jesús 
es muy importante. “¿Por qué me 
buscabas? ¿No sabías que debo 
estar en la casa de mi Padre?” Más 
que una crítica a María, Jesús le re-
cuerda que su misión es del Padre. 
En el encuentro con Jesús, María 
aprendió algo. Si María, el ejemplo 
supremo del seguimiento de Jesús, 
pudo aprender algo, nosotros 
también. El Señor extiende su pre-
sencia y su enseñanza exactamente 
a través de su movimiento. Se 
mueve y tenemos que movernos 
con él. Constantemente pregunta-
mos: “¿Dónde estás, Jesús?”

Su respuesta de hoy no es 
nueva. El Señor responde: “Estoy 
presente en mi pueblo, estoy 
presente en los olvidados, estoy 
presente en los que sufren. Estoy 
presente en los que no tienen 
voz. Si quieres encontrarme, ven 
y búscame en esos espacios”. Este 
es un llamado constante a los 
discípulos en aquel tiempo, como 
igual lo es para nosotros ahora. En 
este momento de la historia, esto 
es especialmente importante para 
nosotros. Nos ponemos cómodos 
y no nos movemos. Pero Jesús se 
mueve, y debemos levantarnos 
y movernos para encontrarlo. El 
mayor deseo de un discípulo es 
encontrar a Jesús.

Nuestra experiencia reciente 
de la fase diocesana del sínodo nos 
lo recordó. Nuestras sesiones de 

Encuentro 
con Jesús en 
movimiento

We recently celebrated the closing of the diocesan 
phase of the Synod on the Memorial of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, June 25. 

The Gospel recounts how Mary and Joseph were 
looking for 12-year-old Jesus. This is one of the first 
examples of people looking for Jesus in the Scriptures. 
The Boy Jesus had been missing three days when he 
was eventually found in the Temple. In the Gospel, we 
find other occasions of people finding Jesus. 

Later during Jesus’ ministry, the disciples would 
ask “Where did the Lord go?” “¿Dónde se fue el Señor?” 
This question compelled them to go looking, and they 
found him – just like Mary and Joseph. A pattern 
for being a disciple of Jesus emerges. At times, Jesus 
would disappear for the purpose of animating his 
disciples to discover him in new places. 

Even Mary had to go out and find Jesus. Upon 
finding Jesus in the temple, Mary asks, “Son, why have 
you done this to us?” Jesus’ response is very important. 
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?” Rather than a 
criticism of Mary, Jesus reminds her that his mission 
is from the Father. In the encounter with Jesus, Mary 
learned something. If Mary, the supreme example of 
following Jesus, could learn something, so can we. The 
Lord extends his presence and his teaching exactly 
through his moving. He moves and we have to move 
with him. We constantly ask, “Where are you, Jesus?”

His response today is not a new one. The Lord 
responds, “I am present in my people, I am present in 
the forgotten, I am present in the suffering. I am pres-
ent in those that have no voice. If you want to find me, 
come and look for me in those spaces.” This is a con-
stant call to the disciples then as it is to us now. This 
is especially important to us in this time in history. 
We become comfortable and do not move. But Jesus 
moves, and we must get up and move to find him. The 
greatest desire of a disciple is to find Jesus. 

Our recent experience of the diocesan phase of 
the synod reminded us of that. Our listening sessions 
invited people to share their experiences and insights 
about God and the Church. To do so, parishes and 
ministries had to go out and find creative ways to 
engage people. As Pope Francis says, the synodal path 
is not just a moment but a way of life. This way of life 
is a style of looking for Jesus in the places we may not 
be used to finding him.

In this way, we look for Jesus in his people. We 
invite the Holy Spirit to move our hearts to take the 
first step – much like the disciples in the upper room 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13). The first step is the hardest 
one to take – since many enjoy sitting comfortably. We 
need to recognize that this moment in history reminds 
us that the Church cannot remain seated. We must go 
out to listen to the voice of the Lord with a discerning 
ear.

While we may not have much, we offer all we have 
to the Lord.  Like St. Peter said, “I have neither silver 
nor gold, but what I do have I give you: in the name 
of Jesus Christ” (Acts 3:6). There is a great treasure in 
inviting another to encounter the Lord. Our current 
culture is much about being on your own and doing 
it alone (Cada uno por su lado, no me importa), but it 
is not the style of Jesus. Jesus did not treat people that 
way.

There is a moment to go out. A moment to listen. 
To feel the sorrow and the joy. To learn anew how to 
genuinely lend an ear. When Jesus would encoun-
ter someone in need of healing, he would ask them, 
“What do you want? What do you want me to do for 
you?” Jesus wanted to hear the human voice. In our 
culture today, it is all too often, we do not want to hear 
the voice of another except our own.  Jesus was the 
first to ask, “What can I do for you?” This is the style 
of Jesus and the Church. This is the synodal way of 
looking for Jesus.

Jesus twice told us where he would be – when 
he gave us the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist (Mt 
26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; and Lk 22:17–20), and 
preaching on our care for the most vulnerable (Mt 
25:31-46). In the Holy Eucharist, the Lord is made 
manifest. He is present in his Body and Blood. In 
Matthew 25, Jesus is also clear in his teaching, saying, 
“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me” – to me! He identifies precisely 
with the outcast, the sick, the forgotten, and the poor.

So, if we want to find the Lord, we know where he 
is at. We need the gift of the Holy Spirit to move us 
to touch him. The baptized are called to participate 
in this missionary action as part of their disciple-
ship. Each person has a unique reach and access to 
the people around them that no one else has. That 
responsibility to lend a hand or a listening ear is a sign 
of Christian identity. We embrace this style of living to 
encounter and find Christ present in the other.

The Gospel reading on the Boy Jesus lost in the 
temple concludes with Lk 2:19. “And Mary kept all 
these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” Diosito 
hace cosas muy grandes a través del corazón de María 
– God does many great things through the Heart of 
Mary. Mary kept all these things in her heart. She 
pondered the way to meet Jesus in the new place, This 
teaches us something. This tells us that as members 
of the Body of Christ, as sons and daughters of Mary, 
we should find ways to keep these things in our heart. 
Through Adoration, moments of silence, service to 
the most in need. The Lord wants to teach us, and we 
must be willing to move and listen.  This path and way 
of life is one that opens up with every step. As long 
as the Lord is with us, we need nothing else. Look for 
him and find him. 

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

Encountering Jesus 
on the move

»From our 
shepherd

In the Holy 
Eucharist, 
the Lord 
is made 
manifest. 
He is present 
in his Body 
and Blood” 

“

» Por favor lea Encuentro p.23

escucha invitaron a las personas a 
compartir sus experiencias y pun-
tos de vista sobre Dios y la Iglesia. 

Para hacerlo, las parroquias y los 
ministerios tuvieron que salir y 
encontrar formas creativas de 
involucrar a la gente. Como dice el 
Papa Francisco, el camino sinodal 
no es sólo un momento, sino un 
camino de vida. Esta forma de 
vida es un estilo de buscar a Jesús 
en los lugares donde no estamos 
acostumbrados a encontrarlo.

De esta manera, buscamos a 
Jesús en su pueblo. Invitamos al 
Espíritu Santo a mover nuestros 
corazones para dar el primer paso, 
al igual que los discípulos en el 
aposento el día de Pentecostés 
(Hechos 2:1-13). El primer paso 
es el más difícil de dar, ya que a 
muchos les gusta sentarse cómo-
damente. Necesitamos reconocer 
que este momento de la historia 
nos recuerda que la Iglesia no 
puede quedarse sentada. Debemos 
salir a escuchar la voz del Señor 
con oído que discierna.

Si bien es posible que no 
tengamos mucho, ofrecemos todo 
lo que tenemos al Señor. Como 

dijo San Pedro: “No tengo plata ni 
oro, pero lo que tengo te doy: en 
el nombre de Jesucristo” (He-
chos 3:6). Hay un gran tesoro en 
invitar a otro a encontrarse con el 
Señor. Nuestra cultura actual tiene 
mucho que ver con el estar solo 
y hacerlo solo (Cada uno por su 
lado, no me importa), pero no es 
el estilo de Jesús. Jesús no trató a 
las personas de esa manera.

Hay un momento para salir. 
Un momento para escuchar. 
Sentir la pena y la alegría. Para 
aprender de nuevo cómo prestar 
atención genuinamente. Cuando 
Jesús se encontraba con alguien 
que necesitaba sanación, les 
preguntaba: “¿Qué quieres? ¿Qué 
quieres que haga por ti?" Jesús 
quería escuchar la voz humana. 
En nuestra cultura actual, con de-
masiada frecuencia, no queremos 
escuchar ninguna voz que no sea 
la nuestra. Jesús fue el primero en 
preguntar: "¿Qué puedo hacer por 
ti?" Este es el estilo de Jesús y de la 
Iglesia. Este es el modo sinodal de 

buscar a Jesús.
Jesús nos dijo dos veces dónde 

estaría: cuando nos dio el sacra-
mento de la Sagrada Eucaristía 
(Mt 26, 26–28; Mc 14, 22–24; y 
Lc 22, 17–20), y cuando predicó 
sobre nuestro cuidado por los más 
vulnerable (Mt 25, 31-46). En la 
Sagrada Eucaristía, el Señor se ma-
nifiesta. Está presente en su Cuer-
po y Sangre. En Mateo 25, Jesús 
también es claro en su enseñanza, 
diciendo: “Todo lo que hiciste por 
uno de estos hermanos míos más 
pequeños, lo hiciste por mí”, ¡a 
mí! Se identifica precisamente con 
los marginados, los enfermos, los 
olvidados y los pobres.

Entonces, si queremos encon-
trar al Señor, sabemos dónde está. 
Necesitamos el don del Espíritu 
Santo para movernos a tocarlo. 
Los bautizados están llamados a 
participar en esta acción misione-
ra como parte de su discipulado. 
Cada persona tiene un alcance y 
acceso único a las personas que 
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By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE —  The Feast of 
Corpus Christi on Sunday, June 19, 
marked the launch throughout the Unit-
ed States of the National Eucharistic Re-
vival, a three-year process to reinforce 
one central tenet of the Catholic faith 
that the Holy Eucharist is the real pres-
ence of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the Rio Grande Valley, the Eucha-
ristic Revival began June 19 on the 
Solemnity of Corpus Christi with a 
Eucharistic procession in downtown 
Brownsville from the mission church of 
St. Thomas to the Immaculate Concep-
tion Cathedral, followed by Mass there. 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores and Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario A. Avilés led the proces-
sion.

“I think we have some unique cir-
cumstances (in the Valley); we have a lot 
of things we can build on,” Bishop Flores 
said afterward. “And there is a great love 
for the Eucharist, and I think that could 
be a very great source of evangelization.”  

The origins of the Eucharistic Revival 
date back to 2019, in the wake of a Pew 
Foundation study released in August of 
that year that found only 30% of Catho-
lics in the United States believe in the 
True Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

Quoting language used in the poll-
ing, the study found that nearly 70% of 
U.S. Catholics believe that the bread and 
wine used for Communion during Mass 
are simply “symbols of the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ,” while about 30% 
believe that the bread and wine “actually 
become” Christ’s body and blood.

Many U.S. bishops viewed the study’s 
results as a catechetical crisis illustrating 
a lack of fundamental understanding 
about the Eucharist among the nation’s 
Catholics.

At the time the Pew study was re-
leased, Bishop Flores spoke definitively 
on the Consecration and the Eucharist.

“We know the great secret, the great 
mystery of faith. It is that the Lord did 
this at the Last Supper precisely to give 
us his own Being. Because it is not bread 
anymore, it is not wine anymore. It is the 
Body of the Lord, Blood of the Lord.

“The Church … recognizes that the 
treasure of faith is the presence of the 
Lord among us precisely in this sacra-

ment.”
The United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops responded to the Pew 
study’s findings by making and approv-
ing plans last year for a National Eucha-
ristic Revival, including a National 
Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis in 
July 2024 that is expected to draw at least 
80,000 Catholics for the five-day event. It 
will be the first U.S. Eucharistic confer-
ence in almost 50 years; the last one was 
in Philadelphia in 1976.

Each diocese of the United States has 
or will have a coordinator for the Eucha-
ristic Revival and its activities; Angel 
Barrera is the coordinator for the Dio-
cese of Brownsville. Barrera, who was 
also coordinator for the first phase of the 
Synodal process, described an important 
distinction from the rest of the country 
that the Valley already possesses.

“From the Synod, it was very clear 
in every single deanery that the number 
one joy that you hear in all the oral re-
ports is that they have a joy in receiving 
Communion, a joy in the Eucharist, a joy 
in being able to participate in the Mass,” 
he said.

Barrera noted with some irony that 
the Valley’s distinction could even com-
plicate the revival efforts locally. 

“One of the things that’s kind of chal-
lenging is we in this part of the country 
have a pattern and an experience of the 
Eucharist that’s different than in oth-
er parts,” he said. “We already practice 
Eucharistic devotions. We have Eucha-
ristic adorations. Part of what’s going on 
is that other parts of the country don’t.

“So there’s a palpable sense that 
people here already have this apprecia-
tion for the Real Presence. Maybe they 
couldn’t articulate it in a very sound, 
doctrinal, theological way or discourse, 
but it’s present.”

Some Eucharistic activity is already 
under way, notably in the Archdiocese 
of Boston, which concluded a pandem-
ic-extended Year of the Eucharist in June 
with a Eucharistic Congress in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. Bishop Flores participat-
ed as a keynote speaker, joining Cardi-
nal Seán O'Malley and Auxiliary Bishop 
Robert Barron of Los Angeles, who had 
a key role in starting the response to the 
Pew Foundation study. Bishop Barron 
also was recently named Bishop of the 
Diocese of Winona-Rochester, Min-

nesota, where he is scheduled to be in-
stalled in late July. 

“We’ve inaugurated it,” Bishop Flores 
said of the start of the National Eucha-
ristic Revival. “I’m seeing it as some-
thing that would help give some conti-
nuity to the Synod work that we’ve done. 
And we’re working on that because we 
heard a lot from the people about the 
importance of lifting up and helping the 
communities understand and catechize 
about the Eucharist. So I see it as kind 
of flowing. 

“In the fall we’ll have some things, 
some catechetical opportunities and 
40-hours devotions in the different parts 
of the Diocese. It’s going to be kind of a 
rollout to give people opportunities to 
enter more deeply into it,” he said.  “And 
so we’re hoping to make it available on 
the most local level.”

Much of the process for the revival 
is still in development, both nationally 
and locally. But the broad outline from 
the National Eucharistic Revival website 
includes the following: 

• The Feast of Corpus Christi  
June 19, 2022

  The national response to the Lord’s 
call was launched with widespread 
Eucharistic processions and adoration 
on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ – the Feast of Cor-
pus Christi.

• The Year of Diocesan Revival
  June 19, 2022 – June 11, 2023
  This first year of the Revival invites 

diocesan staff, bishops, and priests to re-
spond to the Lord’s personal invitation 
and equips them to share this love with 
the faithful through Eucharistic con-
gresses and events.

• The Year of Parish Revival
  June 11, 2023 – July 17, 2024
The second phase will foster 

Eucharistic devotion at the parish lev-
el, strengthening liturgical life through 
faithful celebration of the Mass, Eucha-
ristic Adoration, missions, resources, 
preaching, and organic movements of 
the Holy Spirit.

• The National Eucharistic Congress
  July 17-21, 2024
  Indianapolis, Indiana

 At this historic event, more than 
80,000 Catholics of all ages will gather 
in at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis 
to reconsecrate their hearts to the source 
and summit of our faith.

• The Year of Going Out on Mission
  July 21, 2024 – Pentecost 2025
 Having enkindled a missionary fire 

in the hearts of the American faithful, 
the Holy Spirit will send the faithful 
out on mission to share the gift of our 
Eucharistic Lord.

The National Eucharistic Congress 
explains the extensive process and ex-
tended timeline on its website. 

“It takes time to kindle a living, lov-
ing relationship — and a relationship 
with Jesus Christ is no exception. That’s 
why the Eucharistic Revival allows three 
years for discernment, encounter, and 
grassroots response on the diocesan, 
parish, and individual levels.”

Tim Glemkowski, named execu-
tive director of the National Eucharis-
tic Congress earlier this year, summed 
up the revival’s aim in April to Catholic 
News Service.

“We the Church have to be clear 
about telling our story, getting to the core 
(of our faith, that) God is not just some 
distant someone who is not engaged,” he 
said. “He's alive and real and can be en-
countered in the Eucharist, source and 
summit of the faith. ... This is where God 
is with us.”

“It’s a three-year process, and so we 
have time to unfold first instruction and 
certain types of activities in the deaneries 
and then in the parishes,” Bishop Flores 
said. “To really kind of help highlight the 
centrality of the Eucharist in the life of 
the Church, which is really a mystery 
of understanding what Christ has done, 
and then being able to love and to share 
in the love that he has given us. … That’s 
what we’re trying to do.”

______

For more information on the Nation-
al Eucharistic Revival, visit https://www.
eucharisticrevival.org/

______

Julie Asher of Catholic News Service con-
tributed to this report.

Eucharistic procession launches three-year revival
Walk with Me
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Optimism reigns at first 
‘post-Roe’ Pro-Life Conference 

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

McALLEN  —  The Diocese 
of Brownsville’s 2022 Pro-Life 
Conference began with one re-
markable difference from all its 
predecessors. 

“It is a great honor and pleas-
ure for me to be addressing the 
rest of you today in the first-ev-
er conference after Roe v. Wade 
was overturned!” Father Derlis 
Garcia, director of the Diocese 
of Brownsville’s Pro-Life Apos-
tolate, exclaimed in opening the 
conference July 9 at Our Lady of 
Sorrows School.

“It is a great source of joy for 
me after so many years of expec-
tation and, truthfully, suffering 
… that finally, after 49 years, the 
terrible decision of Roe v. Wade 
was overturned!” he said.

Legalized abortion in the 
United States flourished after 
the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Almost 
65 million abortions have been 
performed since then. But abor-
tion is now prohibited in almost 
half the states since the modern 
Supreme Court reversed Roe v. 
Wade June 24.

The mood at the Pro-Life 
Conference was lighter than in 
years past, more celebratory, re-
flecting the culmination of dec-
ades of efforts to end abortion 
and support life. But the keynote 
speakers tempered the celebra-

tion by pointing out the work yet 
to be done: The issue is not yet 
settled; more court and legislative 
battles are ahead; and abortion is 
still legal in some 28 states.

The pro-life crowd of some 
300 participants heard presenta-
tions from Father Garcia and 
McAllen attorney Ysmael Fon-
seca, a constitutional expert and 
former presiding judge of the 
464th state District Court; from 
pro-life activist and author Patri-
cia Sandoval, who urged renewal 
of family values; and from U.S. 
Rep. Mayra Flores, newly elect-
ed to Texas’ 34th Congressional 
District. Flores recounted how 

walking out of an abortion clin-
ic as a teenager led to her happy 
marriage and motherhood.

Speaking last, Bishop Dan-
iel E. Flores said that supporting 
life should continue to focus on 
supporting expectant and new 
mothers, babies and families. He 
praised “the day-to-day work that 
goes on in supporting mothers 
and children.”

“This is what we’ve been do-
ing in the Valley, and this is what 
we have to keep doing, and do 
more of,” he said. “… We’re not 
going to say, ‘You’re on your own, 
Cada quien por su lado.’ That’s 
never the message of the Church.’ 

“It’s ‘how can we help you?’”
Bishop Flores said he was 

particularly concerned about 
women and babies in the colo-
nias, and pushed for action there.

“We need better prenatal 
care,” he said, “and the colonias 
worry me a great deal because 
(the undocumented residents) 
are scared to go to the doctor. 
… One of the crises in our cul-
ture right now, que las mamas 
jovencitas no saben cuidar un 
niño porque nadie quiso enseñar 
(that these young mothers don’t 
know to care for a child because 
nobody wanted to show them.) 
But we have so many mothers, so 

many grandmothers who have so 
much wisdom to pass on.  

“As the Holy Father says, we 
have our elderly who after they’ve 
raised their children are relegat-
ed to the side – but have so much 
to contribute! Especially to the 
young – the young mother, the 
young father, who want to know 
how. ‘Nobody showed us.’ And 
we can do that. It’s part of the 
resources that we have – the re-
curso de comunidad. The great 
resource of the Church is the 
community, when we actually try 
to help each other … 

“Un encuentro. It can change 
a life – ‘that somebody took me 
under their wing, when I had 
nobody to talk to, when I was 
ashamed, when I was scared.’”

Bishop Flores urged the faith-
ful to maintain focus and per-
spective, and to continue their 
efforts.

 “… Our work, the law, has 
changed the conversation, and 
it’ll be a rough conversation for 
a long time,” Bishop Flores said. 
“But we have to maintain our 
peace, maintain our calm, and 
our focus. It’s about the good of 
our future as a people who try to 
take care of each other, who try to 
help each other, especially in the 
difficult circumstances. … The 
difficult cases are what really test 
our sense of what’s at stake.” 

“I know in this diocese what 
the pro-life movement has meant. 
It has been the work, the prayer, 
the work of accompanying moth-
ers expecting a child so they 
won’t be alone, that’s been going 
on for decades. … It’s a work of 
great love that pleads with moth-
ers to accept the option and the 
gift of life.”

Presenters 
stress that 
work remains

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN  —  A large sculpture of the Bless-
ed Mother embracing the still-unborn Jesus was 
placed June 27 in front of the Basilica of Our Lady 
of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine, marking the 
start of a two-month stay here.

Entitled "Life Monument," the 2-1/2 ton bronze 
statue, with Jesus in the womb modeled in polished 
stainless steel, is the work of Canadian sculptor 
Timothy Schmalz of Ontario. 

Father Jorge Gomez, rector of the Basilica of 
Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine, 
said, “Of all the places it could have gone, we are 
especially privileged here to have been chosen for 
its visit.”

Father Gomez and Martin Lopez, maintenance 
department director for the basilica, both noted the 
remarkable timing of the sculpture arriving at the 
basilica just as the U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
the Roe v. Wade decision of almost 50 years ago 
that legalized abortion. Almost 65 million abor-
tions have been performed in this country since 
that 1973 ruling. But with trigger laws coming into 
effect after the June 24 ruling, abortion is already ef-
fectively outlawed or soon will be in some 20 states. 

The pro-life sculpture’s installation here was 
delayed briefly because its size and weight required 
bringing in a special crane to move it from the 

maintenance yard and into its space on the plaza at 
the base of the basilica’s steps.

A smaller model of the statue was placed May 
27 at the Church of San Marcello al Corso in cen-
tral Rome, even as the full-size version went first to 
Houston before coming to the Rio Grande Valley. 
When this “colossal” version leaves here, it will go 
to Washington D.C., to be installed permanent-
ly outside the Theological College of the Catholic 
University of America, right across the street from 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception.

Schmalz, the sculptor, said his hope is to offer a 
pro-life message that reminds people of their own 
gift of life and the beauty of art to touch the hearts 
of those who are in favor of legalized abortion. The 
mirroring effect of the womb allows viewers to see 
themselves there, as a reminder that their lives, too, 
started in a womb, he said.

If proponents of abortion can see the beauty in 
unborn life, he said, "perhaps that will be some sort 
of persuasion" to make them think more deeply 
about all human life as being beautiful.

“If I can move that dialogue one step closer to 
some understanding and love on both sides, then 
the sculpture is a great tool, it's a great instrument,” 
Schmalz said. “You have to use beauty and love or 
it's just not going to work.”

_______
Catholic News Service contributed to this report.

Pro-life sculpture 
arrives for basilica visit 

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Ysmael Fonseca’s baby son Jose Maria gets some attention from an admirer during a break in the Pro-Life Conference July 9 
at Our Lady of Sorrows School gym.  Fonseca, a McAllen lawyer and former presiding judge of the 464th state District Court, 
spoke at the conference on the U.S. Constitution and legalities emerging from the U.S. Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. 
Wade.
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Roe v. Wade overturned, 
but struggle goes on

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN  — The fallout has not yet 
settled on the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
as the number of states outlawing abortion 
changes by the day – sometimes by the 
hour – with statewide bans, trigger laws, 
and court challenges and counter actions. 

The U.S. Supreme Court’s June 24 
ruling also spawned massive demonstra-
tions across the country with protesters 
demanding a return to abortion access, 
even as pro-life activists celebrated the 
long-awaited action.

While many might have hoped that 
the ruling would mean a quick nation-
wide end to abortion, the immediate effect 
was far more complicated. As of mid-July, 
abortions were banned in 17 states, many 
of which already had trigger laws in place 
ready to conform to the expected ruling. 
Another five states appeared poised to en-
act new bans.

Meanwhile, abortion stayed legal, 
available and likely to remain so in 20 
states, mostly on the West Coast and in the 
Northeast; and abortions remained legal at 
least for now in another eight states. 

Nonetheless, Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
hailed the Supreme Court ruling as “a wel-
come step forward toward building a so-
ciety that truly values and honors human 
life.”

“The simple fact is that abortion is 
not primarily a religious issue, though it 
is an issue that rightly afflicts a religious 
conscience. It is a human dignity, human 
rights and social justice issue,” Bishop 
Flores said in a June 24 statement. “The 

child in the womb deserves to be protect-
ed under law because the child conceived 
is already a member of the human family.

“A society cannot turn against its own 
and hope to survive,” he said. “It is a mat-
ter of justice that the civil order work to 
promote the viability and flourishing of all 
human lives, be they in the womb, recent-
ly born, in school, in poverty, in danger of 
violence, in prison, or elderly and in need 
of medical care.”

The 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling opened 
the door to legalized abortion throughout 
the United States, and nearly 65 million 
abortions followed during the ensuing 49 
years leading up to the June 24 reversal.

The Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Brownsville has stepped back from the 
current legislative and legal maelstrom 
with a calm and practical course of action 
outlined by Bishop Flores. 

“I think we have to look to the future. 
And I think we have to work as a church, 
but also with the whole community, to 

do everything we can to help expectant 
mothers so that they have the resources 
and the support they need,” Bishop Flores 
said in a July 7 interview. “There are a lot 
of mothers especially in poverty here who 
don’t have family support that need us to 
be with them.

“I think that’s the main focus of the 
Church going into the future. But I also 
think it’s something that the whole com-
munity can join in on.”

Bishop Flores reiterated this course of 
action July 9 at the Pro-Life Conference 
held at Our Lady of Sorrows School in 
McAllen. 

“It’s always been more than about the 
law,” he told those gathered at OLS. “The 
law certainly makes it possible now for us 
to move forward in the recognition of the 
voice of the voiceless, the child, in recogni-
tion of the help that is owed to the mother.” 

Bishop Flores said that Roe v. Wade 
had “basically stopped the conversation 
about the dignity of a child.”

“… The reversal … basically opens up 
a much wider conversation, in the country, 
on the state level, where at least we can talk 
about the way our system works; honestly 
participate in the process to make sure that 
the dignity of the child, that the dignity of 
the mother, and the good of our future is 
part of the conversation, which has been 
prohibited up to this point,” he said.

“In the last few weeks, most of the 
rhetoric I’ve heard has hardly mentioned 
the child at all,” Bishop Flores said. “I’ve 
only heard a lot of rhetoric about individ-
ual rights, as opposed to saying, ‘What can 
we do together to make it better?’ which is 
what we should be asking. What could we 
do together to make it better – better for 
the mother; better for the child; better for 
the family.

“We can’t do everything, but we can’t 
be indifferent. We have to do something,” 
Bishop Flores told the crowd. “So it’s not 
primarily about a political argument or 
a political victory. It’s about the law has 
changed; we must redouble our efforts 
across the Valley to accompany, and to 
assist, before the child is born, when the 
child is born, and after the child is born. 
Without rancor, resentment, anger.”

With a complete end of abortion in 
the United States still unattained, Bish-
op Flores is urging the faithful to stay on 
course with their priorities.

“The legal questions now will be played 
out at the state level. I mean, that’s a legal 
reality. So the different states in the coun-
try will come to some sense of how are 
they going to address the issue of unborn 
life and the possibility of abortion,” Bishop 
Flores said July 7. “That’s the political side 
of things, and I’m sure that Catholics will 
have things to say about that. 

“But as a church right now, I think we 
have to particularly be aware that the hu-
man mystery of the mother and the child 
are what we have been focused on, and 
what we want to continue to be focused 
on.”

Bishop Flores urges 
focus to remain 
on aiding mothers

The consistent ethic
of life after Dobbs:
directions, challenges

The U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs de-
cision on abortion has generated enor-
mous conflict, some confusion, and calls 
for new responses and policy choices on 
an issue that has deeply divided Ameri-
cans for decades.

For advocates of a consistent ethic of 
life, this decision offers long-sought op-
portunities to protect the lives of unborn 
children. It also carries with it a height-
ened responsibility to listen to those who 
disagree with the decision and believe it 
is a step backward for women, and to ad-
vocate for material and social support for 
women and children.

What comes next? What are direc-
tions and dangers for those committed 
to defending the life and dignity of all, 
including unborn children, immigrant 
children, and children at risk of gun vi-
olence, as well as women facing difficult 
pregnancies, poverty, and discrimination? 
What steps can Catholics and others take 
to help build an authentic culture of life at 
a time of policy challenges, political bat-
tles, and cultural conflict?

The panel addressed questions such as:
• How does this decision cre-

ate opportunities, obstacles, and 

challenges for the pro-life, Catho-
lic, and faith communities? 

• What are the responsibilities of 
pro-life leaders and others in responding 
to the Dobbs decision? How can those who 
welcome the decision listen to and engage 
with those who oppose it? What policies 
are needed to support mothers in need 
and their children? How can pro-life lead-
ers effectively challenge and bring along 
legislators, coalition partners, and other 
allies to help secure material and social 
support for women and children in need? 

• How will this shift on abortion law 
affect the broader political context, in-
cluding the 2022 midterm elections and 
the next presidential race in 2024? What 
are implications for other issues of human 
life and dignity: the death penalty, health 
care, the child tax credit, immigration, 
poverty, climate change, and hunger? 

• Where does the pro-life move-
ment go after Dobbs? What will 
change? What will stay the same? What 
should the movement’s priorities be? 

• How can people of faith be consist-
ent and principled in the defense of hu-
man life and dignity? What are next steps?

Kim Daniels, co-director of the Initia-
tive, member of the Vatican Dicastery for 
Communication, and former spokesper-
son for the president of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, moder-
ated the conversation.
https://youtu.be/SWaInP9m-VQ

What comes next?
Statement issued June 24, 2022

The Supreme Court’s decision revers-
ing Roe v. Wade is a welcome step for-
ward toward building a society that truly 
values and honors human life. Since 1973 
the Catholic Church in the United States, 
together with many other religious and 
non-religious communities, has publicly 
expressed its opposition to the Roe v. 
Wade decision. That decision was gravely 
unjust, and an unprecedented aggression 
against the life and dignity of the unborn 
child. It was sweeping in its effects, strip-
ping away all previous legal protections 
for human life in the womb. That the 
1973 decision has now been overturned 
makes it possible for legal protections 
for the unborn child to be enacted in the 
various states. 

The simple fact is that abortion is 
not primarily a religious issue, though it 
is an issue that rightly afflicts a religious 
conscience. It is a human dignity, human 
rights and social justice issue. The child 
in the womb deserves to be protected 
under law because the child conceived 
is already a member of the human family. 

A society cannot turn against its own 
and hope to survive. It is a matter of jus-
tice that the civil order work to promote 
the viability and flourishing of all human 
lives, be they in the womb, recently 
born, in school, in poverty, in danger of 

violence, in prison, or 
elderly and in need of 
medical care. 

As a commu-
nity that seeks what is 
good, just and right, 
we can and must pro-
mote the protection of 
children in the womb, 
and promote support 
for expectant mothers, 
especially those af-
flicted by poverty and 
isolation. 

For our part, the 
Catholic Church in the Rio Grande Val-
ley will continue its long-standing efforts 
to provide resources, human accompani-
ment, and spiritual support for expectant 
mothers in difficult circumstances and 
similar kinds of support for the mother 
and child after the child is born. And 
working together with many others in 
the community who are not Catholic, we 
hope to expand these efforts.

I am grateful to God that the night-
mare of Roe v. Wade is ending. And I ask 
all people of good will to work together 
so that human life may always be wel-
comed and nurtured in our families, our  
communities and our country.

+Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of Brownsville

Bishop Flores' statement on the 
Supreme Court reversing Roe v. Wade

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Bishop of 
Brownsville

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Winds of change were in the air April 2 as the Brownsville Walk for Life wound through downtown 
past historic buildings from the Immaculate Conception Cathedral, past the Federal Courthouse and 
Sacred Heart Church and back to the cathedral. Less than three months later on June 24, the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization case.



Father Derlis 
Garcia, director 
of the Diocese of 
Brownsville’s Pro-
Life Apostolate, 
called the June 24 
date of the Supreme 
Court ruling “more 
than a coincidence; 
truly providential.”

“We should 
celebrate that God has assisted us in 
this journey, with this decision on the 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, on the 
feast day of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist – the first one to acknowledge 
the Child Jesus in the womb.”

Father Garcia also noted that 
June 24 was also the birthday of the 
founder of the annual March for Life 
in Washington, the late Nellie Gray.

Myths debunked
In his presentation, Father Garcia 

debunked several arguments of 
abortion-rights advocates in the wake 
of the June 24 ruling:

•  ‘Women woke up with less 
rights.’ – No rights were withdrawn; 
the ruling actually adds rights to 
those girls yet to be born, who now 
at least have a fighting chance. It 
acknowledges the rights of a child in 
the womb, or at least that states have 
the right to protect them.

•  ‘How can nine unelected 
judges overturn this?’ – In 1973, 
nine unelected judges created a right 
to kill a child in the womb. Now in 
2022 nine unelected judges corrected 
this egregious error.

•  ‘It is a matter of reproductive 
rights.’ – By the time abortion is 
considered, the child is already inside 
the womb, and reproduction has 
already happened. 

•  ‘Abortion is health care. 
How is it that you are taking away 
health care for women?’ – Health 
care means to take care of the health 
of a human being; every abortion 
deprives a human being of their own 
health, and indeed their own life.

•  ‘Women will die.’ – Abortion, 
in fact, is never medically necessary.

•  ‘My body, my choice’ – The 
baby in the womb is another body. So 
it is not just your body; it is somebody 
else’s body; it is your child’s body, 
your baby’s body. 

•  ‘It is a choice that needs to be 
given to women.’ – Family, friends, 
everyone up to the doctor advise and 
often pressure women to have an 
abortion.

Faithful urged to pray
Last year 

at the Pro-Life 
Conference, pro-
life activist and 
author Patricia 
Sandoval re- 
counted her life of 
redemption after 
three abortions, 
drug addiction 
and homelessness. 

This year Sandoval denounced in 
vitro fertilizations, vasectomies, birth 
control and corporate support for 
abortion in lieu of maternity leave. 
She also described how a law under 
consideration in California and one 
already on the books in New York 
State amount to legalized infanticide.

Sandoval laid out a case in which 
the bloody history of pre-Columbian 
Mexico, rife with human sacrifice, 
ended with the appearance of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego 
and the subsequent dedication of 
the nation to her. The legalization 
of abortion and the reversal of that 
dedication, Sandoval suggested, have 

brought on the waves of violence and 
murder afflicting Mexico in recent 
years.

“What is our hope for the future? 
Jesus is our salvation, but Mary – 
she is our hope,” Sandoval said in 
urging the faithful to pray the rosary. 
“We are in the final battle between 
the woman and serpent. We see the 
action of Satan, but also the action of 
the Virgin Mary, who is much more 
powerful. … (she) is fighting against 
Satan, but she needs men and women 
of committed grace and who have 
signed up to be part of her army of 
triumph of the Immaculate Heart.”

_______

  Ysmael Fonseca, 
McAllen attorney 
and for- mer 
presiding judge 
of the 464th state 
District Court, 
described how 
as a 16-year-
old high school 
sophomore, he 
learned about 
abortion from 

some pamphlets and a subsequent 
discussion with his mother. He said 
his shock and horror at the concept 
and the process propelled him toward 
the study of constitutional law, a legal 
career and politics.

Brandishing a small booklet 
on the Constitution that he carries, 
Fonseca declared, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, nowhere in this sacred 
document is there a right to abortion.”

Fonseca recounted the history of 
the Roe v. Wade ruling and the shaky 
legal reasoning that brought it about.

Challenge issued
He also issued a challenge to 

those present:
• Vote. Judicial races matter; 

races for the state legislature matter; 
the race for governor matters. These 
are the people that will shape the 
future of the law on abortion.

• Know the law … so that when 
those who stand against it due to 
misinformation challenge you, you 
can then help them understand what 
the law is.

• Know how to respond to 
the fallacies of those who are pro-
abortion. Being pro-life is not being 
opposed to women’s health.

• Know your own rights. You 
have the freedom of speech, the 
freedom to peaceably assemble. You 
can go out and protest, you can go 
out and continue marching, you can 
go out and vote.

• Know that there are still 
issues related to abortion that 
still need to be addressed by our 
government, our church and our 
community.  

• Know that the pro-life 
movement is looking after women 
before the unexpected pregnancy 
and continues to be there way past 
birth. Recognize the resources in our 
community. 

• Know that the future of the 
pro-life movement depends on our 
children. We live in a time of dragons. 
We must raise dragon-slayers.

“Those in the pro-life movement 
must continue to be engaged,” Fonseca 
said. “There isn’t one battleground for 
the pro-life movement. Now we have 
fifty, each with their unique character, 
obstacles and promising results. State 
judges now get to determine whether 
the laws of their state complies with 
their state’s constitutions, and state 
legislatures now get to pass laws that 
prohibit or restrict abortion.”

“Join me in thanking God in 
our prayers for the courage that 
our justices on the Supreme Court 
showed in looking at Roe v. Wade,” 
Fonseca said, “in making a change, 
bringing us back to an ordered sense 
of liberty – to an ordered sense of 
what the Constitution actually says, 
and that happens to go with what our 
values are.”

Biggest blessing: 
'Being a mother'

Mayra Flores, recently elected 
to the U.S. House of Representatives 
(34th Congre- 
ssional District) 
and the first-ever 
M e x i c a n - b o r n 
Congresswoman, 
returned to the 
Valley from 
her first days 
in Washington 
to speak at the 
conference. She 
described as heartbreaking the sight 
of crowds of women protesters in 
Washington angered by the Supreme 
Court decision overturning Roe v. 
Wade – so at odds with the values she 
grew up with in South Texas.

“El sur de Texas, God, family and 
country come first. We’re in a fight of 
a lifetime for the soul of our country; 
yes, the soul of America … and it 
starts with the defense of human life.”  

“One of the biggest blessings of 
my life is being a mother,” Flores 
said. “Every day when I get up and 
look at my kids, I cannot imagine my 
life without them – even when they 
misbehave!” 

Flores then offered her own pro-
life story. Raised in a conservative 
Catholic traditional Mexican family, 
she recounted how she found herself 
at the age of 19 unwed, pregnant 
and alone in the waiting room of an 
abortion clinic in Harlingen.  

“As I sat down, I started hearing 
my grandmother’s voice … all her 
wisdom, and all her values; I starting 
listening to my dad’s voice, hearing 
my mom’s voice. I started feeling 
ashamed for being there. And I could 
hear all the women outside the clinic 
… Please don’t ever stop doing that. 
They hear you!” 

“So I stood up, and walked away.”
“I remember calling my boyfriend 

and telling him, ‘I’m pregnant.’ And 
he said, ‘Great! Well, when are we 
getting married? … I love you. Let’s 
get married, and let’s start a family.’”

“Now my husband and I have 
been married for over 17 years,” 
Flores said. “We have four amazing 
children, and my oldest son – he’s 
already 16 years old.”

Recalling how a doctor told her 
that if she did not get an abortion, she 
would never accomplish anything, 
Flores recounted her own success 
since her decision to embrace 
motherhood.

“So whenever they tell you that 
you are not going to accomplish 
anything, that’s a lie. … My children 
– they’re going to be what motivates 
you. They’re the ones who give me 
the strength to do what I’m doing. 
They’re the reason why I wake up in 
the morning. 

“They mean the world to me. 
I just can’t imagine if I had gone 
through with it, I wouldn’t have had 
the blessing … .

“So I always tell women all over, 
‘Please don’t give up being a mother.’ 
I’m a respiratory therapist; I’m a 
congresswoman; I have all these 
titles, but trust me – being a mother, 
that’s the best title!”
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As Catholics in the Rio Grande Valley, we have deep 
concern for the most vulnerable – the baby in her 
womb. We care deeply as well about mothers in 
difficult circumstances, and that is why we want every 
Catholic Church to a refuge for them. 

Texas Pregnancy Care Network
https://www.texaspregnancy.org/

Walking with Moms in Need
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/

Walking with Moms in Need is a nationwide 
initiative to increase support for pregnant and 
parenting mothers facing difficulties. We are starting 
to implement this in our parishes. To support this 
initiative, the national Pro-Life Committee has 
developed educational, pastoral, and action-oriented 
resources for our parishes.

Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley
Pregnancy Center/Counseling Program

https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/Home.aspx

SAN JUAN OFFICE
700 N. Virgen de San Juan Blvd.

P. O. Box 1306
San Juan, TX 78589

phone: (956) 702-4088

BROWNSVILLE OFFICE
955 W. Price Road

Brownsville, TX 78520
phone: (956) 541-0220

The McAllen Pregnancy Center and 
Life and Family (VIFAC) 

in Brownsville pregnancy centers assist expectant 
mothers through the pregnancy and beyond.

The two centers are non-profit organizations within 
the diocese.

McAllen Pregnancy Center
https://mcallenpregnancycenter.org/

816 S Main St.
McAllen, TX 78501

Phone: (956) 631-4585
Email: mcallenpc@sbcglobal.net

Life & Family Pregnancy Center 
https://www.lifeandfamily.net/

1235 East Jefferson St,
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: (956) 641-4776

Or text us at: (956) 408-8127

Mission: 
Attend and empower vulnerable women during 
pregnancy, offering alternatives for their proper 

development.

Goal:
To support pregnant women, who require help and 
proximity to move on with their child and achieve 

better living conditions.

Opened April 2018. Offers free pregnancy tests, 
counseling, courses to prepare women to be good 
mothers, to learn working skills in order for them 

to have job after giving birth. Also, by attending the 
courses, mothers earn “baby bucks” which they can 

exchange for diapers, milk bottles, powder milk, baby 
clothes, also pregnant women clothes. 

Casa Lidia 
(Scheduled to open Sept. 1, 2022)

Christian maternity home that serves, supports and 
ministers to single pregnant women. Offers expectant 
mothers a safe home, complete pregnancy care, coun-

seling, education, life-skills training, special issue 
assistance, spiritual ministry and mentoring.

508 E. Van Week St., Edinburg, TX 78541
Contact: Eva Arechiga

(956) 655-9589

Pro-Life Conference Notes
The following are highlights from those who spoke at the pro-life conference.Resources for 

Expectant Mothers

FATHER GARCIA

SANDOVAL

FLORES

FONSECA



‘… To be a priest for all of you …’

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

HARLINGEN —  Father Caleb De 
La Rosa became the newest priest of the 
Diocese of Brownsville at his ordination 
by Bishop Daniel E. Flores during a spe-
cial Mass May 28 at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church.

Bishop Flores called the day a “mo-

ment of great joy in the life of the local 
Church … this manifestation of the gen-
erosity of the Lord as it gives the local 
Church a priest to continue the sacramen-
tal Word of the Lord in our midst.”

As is the custom during the early part 
of the Ordination Mass, the candidate was 
called forth by name.

“Most Reverend Father, Holy Mother 
Church asks you to ordain Deacon Caleb, 
our brother, to the responsibility of the 
priesthood,” said Father Leonel Rodri-
guez-Bazan, the diocesan director of vo-
cations.

“Do you know him to be worthy?” 
Bishop Flores responded.

“After inquiry among the Christian 
people, and upon the recommendation of 

those responsible, I testify that he has been 
found worthy,” Father Rodriguez replied. 

Bishop Flores then declared, “Relying 
on the help of the Lord God and our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, we choose Juan Caleb De 
La Rosa our brother for the order of the 
priesthood,” after which the faithful af-
firmed the moment: “Thanks be to God.”

After his homily, Bishop Flores called 
upon the candidate to take his vows.

“My dear son, before you enter the 
order of the priesthood, you must declare 
before the people your intention to under-
take this office.”

The candidate then made five declara-
tions, answering these questions from the 
bishop.

• “Do you resolve with the help of the 

Holy Spirit to discharge without fail the 
office of the priesthood in the presbyteral 
rank as a worthy fellow worker with the 
order of bishops in caring for the Lord’s 
flock?

• “Do you resolve to exercise the min-
istry of the Word worthily and wisely, 
preaching the Gospel and teaching the 
Catholic faith?

• “Do you resolve to celebrate faith-
fully and reverently in accord with the 
Church’s tradition the mysteries of Christ, 
especially the Sacrifice of the Eucharist 
and the sacrament of reconciliation for the 
glory of God and the sanctification of the 
Christian people? 

Father De La Rosa
ordained May 28
in Harlingen

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Above: Bishop Daniel E. Flores places his hands over Deacon Caleb 
De La Rosa, still wearing his deacon’s vestments. At top right, the 
De La Rosa family pray together as the future priest’s chasuble and 
stole await. At right, center, now duly ordained and vested, Father 
De La Rosa distributes out Communion. At lower left, Bishop Flores 
engages the candidate during a moment of the ordination rites; lower 
center, prostration in humility before the altar; lower right, now a 
priest, Father De La Rosa blesses Bishop Flores.
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New servant of the Lord ordained

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE —  Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores ordained seminarian Mauricio 
Rodriguez to the transitional diaconate 
May 21 at St. Luke Catholic Church.

After this crucial step before ordi-
nation to the priesthood, Deacon Rod-
riguez, 28, now enters his final year of 
seminary at St. Mary’s in Houston. 

In a church nearly full of fami-
ly, friends, seminarians, clergy and 
well-wishers, Rodriguez was recognized, 

called forth and declared worthy to enter 
the service of the Church as a deacon.

Bishop Flores began his homily with 
gratitude, and then spoke at length of a 
special kind of service.

“… Gracias. Porque es un señal de su 
deseo de servir al Señor.”  (“Thank you. It’s 
a signal of your desire to serve the Lord.”)

“What kind of servants are we? It’s 
good to reflect on this on the day of an 
ordination of a deacon … and on what 
is the Church’s mission. We are servants, 
but of a particular kind. The diaconate is 
being conformed to this particular kind 
of service. What kind? We have to be 
servants who know the reasons why the 
Father sent us the Son. …”

“In reality, it’s to hear the words of Je-
sus, and watch his example to understand 
the things of the Father. 

“I would just use the phrase that sum-
marizes it the best: ‘So much did God 

love the world … that he sent his Son not 
to condemn the world, but to save it.’”

Bishop Flores concluded by remind-
ing of the importance of listening – a ten-
et of the Synodal process now under way, 
and a theme to which Pope Francis and 
he often turn.

“We listen to the wisdom of the 
faithful because God manifests amongst 
the simple things that the learned often 
miss, and because it enriches our ability 
to serve them. … The servant thing is es-
sential all the way through: Service – to 
listen. Service –  the poor. Service –  the 
altar. So may God continue to bless all 
those who seek to aspire to be servants 
of the Lord …”

After the homily, Bishop Flores seat-
ed himself in a curule chair, a symbol of 
his office, and Rodriguez took his vows. 
After receiving his deacon’s stole and dal-
matic, the new deacon then assisted Bish-

op Flores as he resumed celebrating the 
special Mass of ordination. 

Near the end, Bishop Flores present-
ed Deacon Rodriguez with his faculties, 
saying that “means he can preach in this 
diocese, and officiate in other ways that 
are particular to the diaconal office …”

As a final blessing, Bishop Flores 
prayed, “May God who has called you to 
service of others in his Church give you 
great zeal for all, especially the afflicted 
and the poor. Amen. May he who has en-
trusted you with preaching the Gospel of 
Christ help you as you live according to 
his word to be a sincere and fervent wit-
ness. Amen.

“May He who has appointed you as 
steward of his mysteries make you an 
imitator of his Son Jesus Christ and a 
minister of unity and peace in the world. 
Amen.”

Seminarian takes 
next step before 
the priesthood

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

At top left, Bishop Daniel E. Flores places his hands on the head of candidate Mauricio 
Rodriguez, a key moment of his ordination to the transitional diaconate; at lower left, 
the newly ordained deacon assists Bishop Flores in celebrating the Mass; at lower 
right, Deacon Rodriguez distributes the Eucharist later in the Mass; at top right, Deacon 
Rodriguez addresses the faithful from the pulpit for the first time.
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Those Who  Serve:   
Deacon 
Mauricio 
Rodriguez

The Marian Factor

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN —  For Deacon Mauri-
cio Rodriguez, the rosary has been an 
evolutionary path placed before him by 
the Blessed Mother.

Born Jesús Mauricio Rodríguez 
Chapa in Matamoros 28 years ago, he 
has childhood memories of being with 
his family praying the rosary. At that 
age, as children often do, he found the 
rosary’s repetition monotonous, even 
boring.  But the seed was planted, and 
an awakening took place during his 
second year in college at then-Univer-
sity of Texas-Brownsville. 

“I feel like my vocational story be-
gan when I began praying the rosary 
every day. I remember distinctly that 
this happened in May,” he said. “And 
there it was that everything began to 
change for me.”

The youngest of three brothers, he 
moved with his family to Brownsville 
at the age of 15. He attended Homer 
Hanna High School, followed by three 
years of pre-med study at UTB (now 
UT-RGV). 

Deacon Rodriguez recalls the time 
– eight years ago – and the way his 
vocation began in earnest. During his 

second year of college he started to feel 
the call. Already increasingly involved 
in Church activities, practicing his faith 
anew in catechism classes and youth 
groups, he began to learn more about 
the word of God. That and his new hab-
it of the daily rosary had an effect.

 “I began to feel this inquietud that 
I didn’t want,” he said. “In truth, I was 
a bit fearful. I had never really thought 
about being a priest – this was not for 
me. But as time went on, the call be-
came stronger and stronger.” 

After seeking and getting spiritual 
direction from a priest for a full year, 
in 2015 he applied to the diocese and 
entered formation, which is now in its 
seventh year. 

The new deacon credits Our Lady’s 
influence as a major factor in his voca-
tion. 

“All of this was the intention of the 
Blessed Virgin – it was she who helped 
me so much along this road,” he said.

So it is no accident that his ordina-
tion would come in May, the month of 
Mary, or that it would take place at St. 
Luke Catholic Church in Brownsville.

“That’s my home parish. … That is 
where I received the call,” he said. “My 
parents used to live three minutes from 
there for many years.”

After asking Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores if it would be possible for him to 
be ordained at his own parish, he said 
Bishop Flores responded, “You know 
what? I like the idea of ordaining you 
in St. Luke’s.”

He said Bishop Flores noted that 
the St. Luke sanctuary may have even 
more seating than the cathedral.

The week of his ordination, Deacon 
Rodriguez talked briefly about his fa-
vorite pastimes.

“I really like just to hang out with 
my friends, talking with people, meet-
ing new people. Going out to eat, or 
even just a having a good conversation; 
going to the movies sometimes; read a 
book.”

He also spoke of his favorite saints

•  St. Thérèse of Lisieux: “Since I was 
a kid, even before I was conscious 
about living the faith, she helped me 
to change, to really seek sanctifica-
tion in the little things of the day.” 

•  San Josemaría Escrivá: “How to 
help sanctify the ordinary things in 
our lives, in our daily duties, how 
to change and to make them holy.” 

•  St. Pio of Pietrelcina: “Padre Pio, his 
devotion to Our Lady, how he prayed 
the rosary, how he helped many souls 
in the confessional as a priest. Even 
though … he was grumpy some-
times, he helped many people. That 
made me reflect on how God uses and 
perfects human beings and chang-
es them to become saints and help 
many others to become like Christ.” 

For other young men who are ex-
periencing the inquietud of the call of 
a budding vocation, Deacon Rodriguez 
has some advice: “Entrust yourself to 
Mary.”

“I have this to say: Don’t be afraid. 
Giving your life to Our Lady is worth 
it,” he said. “These have been the best 
years of my life in seminary.   

“Talk to your parish priest if you 
have any doubts. And the fact that you 
go to seminary doesn’t mean that you 
will become a priest. It’s a time for dis-
cernment. So the seminary helps you, 

the Church helps you to discern your 
vocation. It’s a beautiful time to learn 
about who you are, who God is, and 
how he is forming you in your life. 

“Pray the rosary every day. That will 
really help you in your spiritual life. 
Consecrate yourself to the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. She helps you a lot in avoid-
ing sin, in helping you to become more 
like Christ, in changing your heart to-
wards her Son’s heart.” 

He not only retains the habit of a 
daily rosary, but has now augmented 
the practice.

“Interestingly, during my seminary 
formation, not very long ago, I start-
ed praying every day the full rosary – 
the 20 mysteries, every day. And even 
though it sounds like a lot, it’s so worth 
it, because Our Lady really helps you … 
She helps you a lot to love Jesus more, 
to be a more faithful disciple of Jesus, to 
have that zeal for souls, and to help his 
Church for the salvation of souls.”

Armed with new abilities and pow-
ers, he anticipates his final year of for-
mation.

“I’m looking forward to doing min-
istry as a deacon, hopefully, God will-
ing, being able to baptize, to preach at 
Mass, … to help at funerals and accom-
pany the families; to learn how to cel-
ebrate the sacrament of matrimony, to 
bless houses, different places, if they ask 
me; and to learn more and grow more 
in prayer and love toward the Lord to 
be ready for next year while waiting for 
the priesthood.”

“Pray a lot for me! I’m very excited 
and looking forward to it. But I need 
your prayers. I think all the seminari-
ans, all the priests, deacons – we need 
your prayers … to do the will of God 
in our lives.”

The Valley Catholic

Transitional Deacon Mauricio Rodriguez 
claims a special devotion to Our Lady 
through the rosary: He says that praying it 
daily during college opened the door to his 
vocation and then helped solidify it.

Meet new Deacon 
Mauricio Rodriguez, 
pursuing a trail
of beads toward 
the priesthood …

SUMMER 2022 -The Valley Catholic  9DIOCESE



10 DIOCESE The Valley Catholic - SUMMER 2022

A life in balance – joys, sorrows,
new beginnings and transitions

Brenda 
Nettles Riojas
Editor of 
The Valley Catholic

»Women               
en la     
Frontera

Lydia Pesina
Director, 
Family Life Office

»Family 
   Life

The Church is our home. We are so bless-
ed to be able to come back home to our 
parish church after these two years of 

pandemic! In his March letter to the faithful in 
our diocese withdrawing the general dispen-
sation from the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass, Bishop Flores stated: “As conditions 
have improved, more and more people have 
returned to the practice of participating in the 
Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-
tion. This is a sign of great hope, and of our 
awareness as Catholics that to be the charitable 
people the Lord calls us to be, we must, when-
ever possible, seek the Sacrament of Charity, 
Christ himself in the Eucharist.”

To again be able to receive our Lord Jesus 
in the Eucharist is a blessing to be cherished 
and not taken lightly. It is coming back home!

Our grandson Elian recently received his 
First Holy Communion and I was reminded of 
my own preparation for and reception of the 
Holy Eucharist. Having been raised in a Catho-
lic/Methodist home, my grandmother Clara 
Reyna made sure I prepared for this sacrament 
at our parish, and receiving Jesus in the Eucha-
rist for the first time was one of the best days 
of my life. I remember, as if yesterday, telling 
my mother (as she was doing laundry in our 
old wringer washer) that I was going to “make” 
my First Communion and I was going to be 
Catholic. Throughout the years that followed, 
I often had to find my own way to church with 
my grandparents or my best friend’s family, 
my padrinos. The Lord placed in my heart 
at that early age that besides my wonderful 
domestic church, the Church was also my 

home and my loving family. “As the sparrow 
finds a home and the swallow a nest to settle 
her young, My home is by your altars, Lord of 
hosts, my king and my God” (Ps 84:4)!

Followers of Jesus Christ can perhaps at 
times find themselves away from or discon-
nected to the Church. The theorist of the 
Stages of Faith Development, James Fowler 
notes that young adults often leave the Church 
or shop around other churches in a quest to 
make their faith and their commitment to 
the Church their own. This is why it is not 
surprising to me when I meet young adults 
preparing for marriage be reunited to the faith 
and commitment of their childhood. Often 
they explore how their faith, their prayer life, 
and their church attendance is being rekindled 
as they, together with their fiancé, make their 
spiritual plan during their marriage prepara-
tion process. “Like a bird far from the nest so is 
anyone far from home”(Ps 27:8). The Church 
is joy filled to welcome and receive them as a 
mother bird retrieves the young back to the 
nest.

Many life situations can lead people to 
distance themselves from the Church, includ-
ing illness, disillusionment, hurt from church 
personnel, fear of virus infections during this 
pandemic, and/or misunderstandings. Pope 
Francis through his constant reminder to all 
of us to reach out to others, especially in the 
peripheries, challenges each of us to invite 
people to keep coming back home. Through 
this year’s Synodal listening processes, we have 
also been given opportunities to keep coming 
back home. Pope Francis states: “I would like 

that all of us, after these days of grace, might 
have the courage – the courage –  to walk in 
the presence of the Lord, with the Cross of 
the Lord: to build the Church on the Blood of 
the Lord, which is shed on the Cross, and to 
profess the one glory, Christ Crucified. In this 
way, the Church will go forward.”

We may have been limited to attending 
church in person throughout these two years 
but we have never been limited to building 

up our domestic church/our family. Perhaps 
this time of having to participate in the liturgy 
virtually and then gradually returning to our 
parish churches has reminded us of the impor-
tance of praying as a family, of reading a few 
verses from the Gospels (as Bishop Flores often 
invites us to) and of being the primary cate-
chists of our children and youth. “And all day 
long, both at the temple and in their homes, 
they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the 
Messiah, Jesus”(Acts 5:42).

Keep coming back home

One joy we are grateful to share in this 
season of our lives arrived on March 26, 
the day after the feast of the Annunci-

ation – the birth of our first grandson, Aquinas 
More Riojas. We rushed to Houston to meet him, 
leaving all the pending behind in Harlingen, and 
so began a new love story. What a special grace 
that he was born as Mass was offered for him in 
a local parish. Since his arrival we have relished 
every moment spent with this little human who 
has further bonded our families. What follows is 
an open letter to my son and daughter-in-law.

Dear Cesar and Tiffany:
Thank you for the gift of our first grandson. 

The joy of meeting him soon after his birth, 
and the thrill of seeing him grow these first 
three months of his life fills our hearts to new 
depths we did not know possible.

As new parents, you are experiencing new 
extremes of joys and sorrows as well. The joys 
of cuddling him in your arms, watching your 
precious son grow, even as sleep deprivation 
makes the hours feel like a jumble of feedings 
and diaper changes. Trying to sooth his crying 
makes your own yearning for a nap feel like a 
luxury.

At the Benedictine Monastery of the Good 
Shepherd, before we end our monthly gather-
ings, we each share our joys and sorrows. These 
moments allow us to grow together, to cele-
brate and to pray for one another, recognizing 
“If [one] part suffers, all the parts suffer with 
it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its 
joy” (1 Cor 12:26).

Among our joys on becoming first-time 
grandparents is witnessing how as a young 
family you are walking in the light of Christ, 
intentional about raising future saints; wit-
nessing too, how through each step of the 
pregnancy – from choosing your son’s name, 
selecting godparents, and receiving him into 
the world, you asked for God’s guidance. How 
you, Cesar, went to confession the day he was 
born so that you could receive him in a state of 
grace. How you, Tiffany, offered up your labor 
pains for the conversion of those in our family 

who have veered away from the faith. How as a 
new mother you are embracing your role and 
referring to it as an apostolate of motherhood. 
How already you are sharing with your son 
the virtues through a children’s book you have 
written in his honor. 

This summer, your stay in our home 
graced us with four generations living together, 
starting with the oldest Riojas, Aquinas’ great 
grandmother Pila of 90 years, and ending with 
Aquinas himself, the youngest Riojas in the 
family. Together we celebrated new beginnings 
and at the same time navigated different transi-
tions in our lives. 

A year ago, Pope Francis established a 
celebration for World Day for Grandparents 
and Elderly on the fourth Sunday of July. Over 
the course of these two years, he has provided 
ongoing catechesis on our elders. He talks 
often about the responsibility of passing on the 
faith, and of being artisans of a “revolution of 
tenderness.”

During some of Aquinas’ fussy moments, 
the tenderness of a 90-year-old grandmoth-
er offered him comfort and delight. His face 
beamed when she sang to him the songs she 
once sang to her own children. One of his 
favorites - “Papitas, papitas para mamá, las 
quemaditas para papá y las tortillas son para 
mí”.

Your father and I embrace our new role as 
grandparents. We recognize the responsibility 
that comes with it. We look forward to seeing 
Aquinas grow and pray we can be around a 
bit longer to see a few more grandchildren. 
Aquinas’ birth gifts us an abundance of joy. 
To an extent, he places us in a bubble of bliss 
that outside forces – the evil that roams in the 
world – cannot penetrate while we are in his 
presence. However, everyday life presents us 
with both roses and thorns.

Among those roses is the Supreme Court’s 
decision June 24 to overturn Roe v. Wade; the 
thorns, the forces that continue to look for 
ways to justify the killing of innocent babies. 
You will encounter roses and thorns closer to 
home – the joys and sorrows of raising a fami-

ly. It will be messy. There will be laughter. There 
will be tears. But every stop of the way there 
will be an abundance of graces. 

Along with all the joys of a new baby, you 
feel the sorrows that intrude in the day – fear 
of an uncertain future for your son in a world 
mired by division and unrest, a world where 
many have turned away from God. Amidst the 
joys of his first months of life, we were con-
fronted by war in Ukraine and other the sense-
less acts violence in our nation – 19 children 
and two adults killed in Uvalde, 53 migrants 
found dead in a tractor-trailer in San Antonio, 
seven killed during a Fourth of July parade in 
Highland Park, Illinois. The headlines, a litany 
of sorrows. Do not despair. Trust always in the 
Lord. 

Remain firm in your faith. Look to the 
saints for examples. Hold tight to the joys in 
your life. Gather them all. Pope Francis in 
Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, 
shared, “… joy is not expressed the same way at 
all times in life, especially in moments of great 
difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it always 
endures, even as a flicker of light born of our 
personal certainty, when everything is said and 
done, we are infinitely loved.” 

“In the midst of darkness something new 
always springs to life and sooner or later pro-
duces fruit. On razed land life breaks through, 
stubbornly yet invincibly. However, dark things 
are, goodness always re-emerges and spreads. 
Each day in our world beauty is born anew, it 
rises transformed through the storms of histo-
ry.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 276)

As you journey together on this pilgrim-
age and raise your family, “Consider it all joy” 
(Jas 1:1). The Lord accompanies you always. 
Remember his presence in the Eucharist. May 
it nourish you, and may you find ways to share 
the blessings and graces in your life with oth-
ers. By loving and caring for your family, you 
are doing your part to bring peace in the world.

With all my love,
Mom (aka Nana Riojas)

And all day long, both 
at the temple and 
in their homes, they 
did not stop teaching 
and proclaiming the 
Messiah, Jesus.
- Acts 5:42

“
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This past weekend in Houston, I had 
the opportunity to speak at a religious 
liberty conference about transgender 

issues, homosexuality and contraception. The 
conference happened to open on the same day 
that the Dobbs decision overturning Roe vs. 
Wade was released by the Supreme Court.

There was a noticeable “buzz” in the air 
because of the Court’s decision. Whenever a 
speaker would mention the ruling, spontane-
ous applause would erupt from the audience. 
Young and middle-aged conference attendees, 
most of whom had grown up with Roe vs. 
Wade, couldn’t recall a time in their lives when 
abortion-on-demand had not been legal in 
all states. There was a strong sentiment that 
because of the decision, we had reached a 
turning point as a society, with an onerous 
weight finally being lifted from the conscience 
of the nation.

Abortion-on-demand was the law of our 

land for nearly a half-century, ending the lives 
of more than 63 million vulnerable unborn 
humans. Because of judicial brute force for 
five decades, the moral sense and reasoning 
ability of many citizens was weakened, with 
many Americans growing accustomed to the 
ongoing practice. A number of other nations 
also legalized abortion, following our trouble-
some lead.

This historic reversal by the Supreme 
Court has myriad implications. People are 
stirring again and beginning to ponder their 
longstanding complacency. Many are starting 
to ask how a country professing “liberty and 
justice for all” could enshrine killing on such 
a colossal scale. Other nations are re-exam-
ining their policies. The jolt from the court’s 
decision is also prompting questions about the 
enormous sums of American taxpayer money 
that have been funneled into the coffers of 
the abortion industry. We stand at a pivotal 
moment, a moment of reawakening, dialogue, 
conversion and renewal.

This historic Dobbs decision has also sent 
shock waves through the abortion industry as 
it suddenly realizes that its profitable enter-
prise of death is facing an existential threat in 
many states. Its forces are certain to intensify 
the relentless misinformation campaigns that 
have misled people for decades, relying on 
support from corporate America, Hollywood, 
and the media. Those same forces have already 
shown that they will not hesitate to gin up 
noisy, and sometimes violent, protests around 
the country. 

With the Court’s decision, a first and im-
portant first step has taken place. What Dobbs 
did, as noted on the first page of the decision, 
was to leave abortion policy “to the people and 
their elected representatives.”

Now that the Court has assumed a neutral 
position on the issue, and state or federal leg-
islatures can enact measures to protect moms 
and their unborn children at any stage of 
pregnancy, the door has finally been opened to 
protect human life by revamping and strength-
ening state and local laws.

As new legal initiatives made possible by 
Dobbs begin appearing on state legislative 
dockets, Americans will have an opportunity 
to mount a full court press to bring abortion 
to an end in their home states. Bold legislators, 

courageous governors and informed voters 
will need to work together. 

Steven Mosher of the Population Research 
Institute offers some helpful recommenda-
tions:

“In states that do not yet ban abortion, 
we must work with pro-life state legisla-
tors to protect all human lives.  Where 
a complete ban is not possible, we must 
advocate for Heartbeat legislation, that 
will prevent all abortions after six weeks, 
understanding that this is only a way 
station on the way to a complete ban.... At 
the local level, talk to your city council-
man or county supervisor about making 
the place where you live a sanctuary for 
the unborn.  Outlawing abortion within 
city or county limits is possible even in 
hostile states like New York or California 
if you happen to live in the more socially 
conservative parts of these states. Even 
closer to home, support your local crisis 
pregnancy centers, whose services will 
now be more in demand than ever before 
from young women who have nowhere 
else to turn.…  Volunteer if you can, 
donate if you can't."ww

The years of dedicated work that have gone 
into educating people about the harsh realities 
surrounding abortion, setting up crisis preg-
nancy centers, drafting pro-life legislation and 
electing pro-life candidates has created critical 
momentum for definitively enacting pro-life 
laws and securing the human rights of unborn 
children around the country, state-by-state, 
instead of having such initiatives almost con-
tinually enjoined by courts. We should all have 
a renewed sense of hope and determination as 
a great nation once again comes to its senses 
in the face of abortion’s longstanding injustice 
and violence.

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the Diocese 
of Fall River, 
Massachusetts.
Director of Education at 
The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org
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»Formation
for Ministry Ever since I can remember, I’ve always 

had a desire to help and to serve in the 
Church. It is something that my brothers 

and I were taught by my mother Cuca. She 
would remind us that no matter what we were, 
to always be respectful and kind to others. The 
many years I served at Holy Mass as an altar 
boy, I often felt that I wasn’t worthy, even to 
this day.

When vesting for Holy Mass, we were 
taught prayers. Even today as deacon, I am 
mindful of the commitment of the call to serve 
when placing the stole over my shoulders, 
symbolic of the towel that Jesus tied around his 
waist during the washing of the feet at the Last 
Supper.

I don’t remember the exact prayer from 
my days as a server, but it was similar to the 
prayer of St. Ambrose before Mass: “Lord 
Jesus Christ, we approach your banquet table 
as saints and sinners, and dare not rely on our 
own worth, but only on your goodness and 
mercy. Gracious God of majesty and awe, we 
seek your protection, we look for your healing. 
We appeal to you, the Fountain of all mercy.

“Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal King, crucified 
for us, look upon us with mercy and hear our 
prayer, for we trust in you. Merciful Father, pu-
rify us in body and soul, and make us worthy 
to taste the Holy of Holies. May your Body and 
Blood, which we intend to receive, unworthy 
as we are, be for us the remission of our sins, 
the washing away of our guilt, the end of our 
evil thoughts, and the rebirth of our better 
instincts. May it incite us to do the works 
pleasing to you and profitable to our health in 
body and soul, and may it deliver us from evil. 
Amen.”

Feeling unworthy is what perhaps many 
in ministry and service struggle with; we 
approach the banquet of heaven and earth as 
sinners and saints trusting in God’s mercy. For 

in the end, we are all beggars in need of God’s 
mercy. 

Ministry means that we are called to serve 
with humility as we answer God’s call in faith. 
True ministry is about whom we are serving 
and never about us; therefore, the focus should 
never be on us (especially in liturgy). Ministry 
is not self-seeking and always involves col-
laborating with others. Serving with humility 
means imitating the Lord Jesus who came 
humbly to serve and not to be served. 

After all: Who is more helpless than a 
newborn child? Who died nailed, naked and 
humiliated on the Cross? The Lord Jesus did 
not hesitate to share in our humanity; his birth 
was the first manifestation of his humility, 
a self-emptying which he freely and totally 
embraced for our sake (salvation), and for the 
forgiveness of our sins.

St. Paul reminds the Philippians and us, 
“Have among yourselves the same attitude 
that is also yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, coming in human likeness; and found 
human in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even death on a 
cross.” (2:5-7). 

Sir James Young Simpson (Scottish obste-
trician) was once asked during a lecture at the 
University of Edinburgh what he considered to 
be the most valuable discovery of his lifetime. 
To the surprise of his students, he replied, “My 
most valuable discovery was when I discov-
ered myself a sinner and that Jesus Christ was 
my Savior.” Everyone had expected for him 
to answer otherwise, since Dr. Simpson had 
discovered in 1853 that when chloroform was 
used during surgery, patients would feel no 
pain.

St. Catherine of Siena (Doctor of the 

Church) is known for saying that “God is 
He who IS; I am she who is not.” In her own 
words, she admitted that she owed her very 
existence to God’s good will. Humility is the 
virtue that keeps us honest about ourselves, 
who we are, and who God is, because humility 
requires an awful lot of honest self-awareness 
(true self-knowledge).

The Blessed Virgin Mary is our prime 
example for Christians seeking humility. She 
submitted with a humble heart. “May it be 
done unto me according to your word.” (Luke 
1:38).  Her fiat (“Let it be done”) was a total 
acceptance and consent to the will of God in 
her life. Her faith in saying yes should inspire 
us to completely abandon ourselves to the will 
of God in total humility.

Regardless of the title we may have, the 
authority, the position in life or in ministry, 
when we don’t respect others, when we seek 
recognition, power, the praise of others and 
even a following on social media, we may give 
the impression that our humility is false. 

The lives of the saints remind us of the dai-
ly struggle; that pride is the downfall of human 
beings (as fallen creatures) and that humility 
is perhaps a difficult virtue to embrace and 
at times impossible to achieve. Despite their 
sinful limitations, the saints strived for holiness 
and discovered that humility indeed requires 
us to turn to and rely on God instead of other 
things and to trust in him alone. We are called 
to do the same.

“Abortion-on-demand was 
the law of our land for nearly 
a half-century, ending the 
lives of more than 63 million 
vulnerable unborn humans. 

If I may, I recommend the 
prayer “The Litany of Humility” 
by Rafael Cardinal Merry del Val.
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Saint Joseph Academy

Andrea
Arellano

Oscar
Barron

Jose Max
Castillo

Pedro
Cardenas

Luis
Bedolla

Valeria
Bazan

Ricardo
Chapa

Josue 
Cisneros

Omar
Duran

Diego
             Diaz

Daniella
Cruz

Luigi Giovanni
Cristiano

Elise Marie 
Esperanza

Eugenio 
Flores

Rocio
Garcia

Mariana
           Garcia

Javier
Garcia

Alondra
Galvan 

Alvaro
Garza

Sara
Garza

Letiza
Gonzalez

Ana Paula
         Gonzalez

Alejandra
Gonzalez

Julian  
Gomez

Nicolas
Jackson

Oscar Jaso
Fuentes 

Marcelo
Masso

Melik
           Kauachi

Jorge
Kauachi

Jessica
Jobi

Mariajose Morales
VALEDICTORIAN

Mildred Verlage
SALUTATORIAN

Congratulations

Sarah
Garcia

Lucia 
Gonzalez

Sofia
Miner

Ana Garcia
Suarez

Veronica
Hage

Natalia
Montemayor

Zoey 
Espericueta 
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Ana Garcia
Suarez

Veronica
Hage

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11

Martin
Tapia

Moises Tejeida
Caballero 

Santiago
Vidaurri

Maria 
Vargas

Ernest 
Vargas

Eduardo 
Varela

Erika
Aguirre

Xavier 
Aguirre

    Sarah
 Armenda

LLian 
Arellano

Renata 
Angulo

Hector
Elizondo

Zoey 
Espericueta 

Rene 
Gutierrez

 Camila
Guajardo

Collen  
Foster

Nicholas 
Felix

Isabella
Joens

Fatima 
Leal 

Edgar
Riveron

 Estefania
Quintana

Ysabella B.  
Ponce

Sara Michelle 
Lopez

Valentina
Villanueva

Jose Robert 
Carlos

Hailee
Hamel

Franciszek
Rozek

Nicholas
Huerta

Sylus
Saenz

Marcelo
Sierra

Regina 
Yañez

Miranda
          Cruz

Juan Diego Academy

Joshua Anthony Velasquez   
VALEDICTORIAN

Dulce Ayala Pazzi
SALUTATORIAN

Maria 
Muñoz

Bethany
Najera 

Jeffrey
Reed

Alfonso Pineda
            Garza

Mikel Stivalet 
Ortega

Alicia
Ordoñez

Marialaura
Salinas

Narda Serna 
Lopez

continued on pg. 14
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“Be strong and steadfast! Do not fear nor be dismayed, 
for the LORD, your God, is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9
Karlo
Tokic 

Claudio  
Yruegas

Kassandra 
Vela

25th annual 
Spirit Awards

Jesus 'Chuy' Aguilera
Diocesan Honoree

Desiree Minahan
Incarnate Word 
Academy

Mary Suzanne Mohr
St. Joseph
Academy

Maria D. Gonzalez
Immaculate Conception
School

Michael Motyl & Dandy Pilon
Guadalupe Regional 
Middle School

Jose W. Hernandez
St. Joseph 
Catholic School

Dr. Rene & Claudia Vela
Juan Diego Academy

Judy Faulk
St. Mary's Catholic 
School

Ted & Dimpna Busateri
Oratory Schools of 
St. Philip Neri

Patty & Carlos Tamez
San Martin de Porres 
Catholic School

Dr. Jennifer Almonte-González  
& Dr. Tomas A. González 
Our Lady of Sorrows School

Jose & Denisse Arispe
St. Anthony 
Catholic School

Juan Diego Academy
continued from p.13
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‘Fruits of the Synod’

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN  — The first phase of the 
Synod in the Diocese of Brownsville came 
to an end as summer began: After consul-
tations with more than 8,000 local Catho-
lics at all levels, delegates met June 25 at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine to hear summations 
from each deanery, followed by a Mass of 
celebration with Bishop Daniel E. Flores.

The months of work resulted in a snap-
shot of the Diocese and the concerns of the 
faithful compiled into a report, the “Syn-
thesis of Diocesan Phase Consultations.”

The report has already moved forward 

in two directions – first, to become part of 
a three-state regional report that includes 
18 dioceses in Texas, Oklahoma and Ar-
kansas. That will be incorporated into a 
broader report on the whole United States 
and the rest of North America before mak-
ing its way to Pope Francis in Rome next 
year.

“Bishop Flores has already reviewed it; 
he’s given it his blessing for submission to 
the USCCB,” said Angel Barrera, the dio-
cese’s Synod coordinator. “So now as we 
speak it’s being worked into (the) regional 
report.”

“Our consultation is working its way 
to contribute with other voices to the na-
tional report, and then after that it’s off to 
the continental (report), which is likely in 
February (2023). From there … to what 
they’re going to review at the October 
2023 Synod of Bishops in Rome.”

But the report also will be used as a 

guide locally for new efforts to address the 
needs of the faithful here.

 “Bishop is inviting a continued dis-
cernment of the faithful, the people of 
God of the diocese, to help articulate what 
are the priorities,” Barrera said. “You can 
see in the pages of the report there are a 
lot of things we could be tackling – a lot 
of opportunities, a lot of challenges. What 
do we do? 

“And so it’s part of that discernment 
that Bishop is excited for that we would 
continue discussing, being in dialogues 
and consultations, essentially just walk-
ing together the synodal path to be able to 
help the diocese move forward.”

The report will soon be available, pos-
sibly as early as August or September, to 
everyone in the diocese.

“So with what we have, we’re ready to 
keep working through the report. That’s 
something that (Bishop Flores) and I have 

been brainstorming – what are the next 
steps, how do we unpack this diocesan 
report,” Barrera said. “He plans to make it 
publicly available likely early next month. 
Once we have the Spanish translation, we’ll 
prepare a cover letter, and then the faithful 
will be invited to read through it and help 
us discern what are the next steps.”

At the June 25 meeting and Mass, 
the delegates got a glimpse of the array 
of concerns across the diocese, although 
not every deanery was represented: COV-
ID-19 kept some representatives at home 
recuperating.

“… New evangelization has become 
more of a concern of the people, and an-
other thing is how to reach out, approach 
the people who are in the periphery,” said 
Father Eka Yuantoro, MSF told those gath-
ered. “For examples, to teach the youth 
about Catholic Faith, adult formation, cat-

First phase ends with 
report outlining needs

The Valley Catholic

Representatives of the Diocese of Brownsville’s deaneries offered summaries of their findings at a special session of delegates before the closing Mass to mark the end of the first phase of Synod work June 25 at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. At left, Father Eka Yuantoro, MSF, of Donna; at center, Sister María Jesús Martínez Pérez of Donna; and Antonio and Corina Vela of Rio Grande City.

» Please see Synod  p. 17
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Filling the pews on Sundays

By PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN  — Since Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores lifted the dispensation for Sun-
day Mass attendance in March, the over-
all numbers of the faithful returning to 
church on the Lord’s Day have been qui-
etly rising.

Bishop Flores first issued the dispen-
sation March 13, 2020, as a precaution 
against the spread of COVID-19 virus as 
the pandemic erupted. 

“I do hear from the pastors,” Bishop 
Flores said in a recent interview. “Some of 
them say that they’re slowly approaching 
pre-pandemic numbers in terms of just 
the numbers of people who are there; oth-
ers it’s been a little slower. Others have told 
me that they have more people now than 
they had before the pandemic.  So there’s a 
variety of different experiences going on in 
different parts of the Valley.”

Father Joel R. Flores of San Pedro 
Parish in Brownsville has seen a steady 
increase dating back to when churches re-
opened with safety protocols in late May of 
2020 after closing for several weeks in the 
face of the pandemic.

“I would say that we are still anywhere 
between 60-70% of pre-pandemic num-
bers. This was a gradual increase from 
what began and around 30-40% when the 
church opened back up,” Father Flores 
said. “The numbers that have returned are 
comprised of many new folks, too. So this 
tells me our numbers of parishioners who 
were regularly attending prior to pandem-
ic and have returned do not make up the 
majority of that 60% to 70%.  

“I do not believe the dispensation or 
it being rescinded drastically affected our 
numbers,” Father Flores said.  “The faith-
ful have been quick to voice their reasons 
when they do return and seldom if ever 

does the reason involve the dispensation. 
“They will say things like ‘I'm so glad 

we finally came back, we've wanted to for 
a while, but we just kept saying 'next week' 
until I had to put my foot down and say 
'enough,' we've been away too long!’”

In McAllen, Msgr. Gustavo Barrera of 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish said attend-
ance there is still down – something he at-
tributes to continued reliance on televised 
and livestreamed Masses. 

“We are not back to where we were,” 
Msgr. Barrera said. “People still say that 
they don’t come to church because they 
are watching Mass on TV.”

“There should be an advertisement 
which states that the TV Mass is strict-
ly for the sick and others who cannot get 
to church. Another statement which says 
that the dispensation has been lifted.”

Synodal responses echoed Msgr. Bar-
rera. The “Synthesis of Diocesan Phase 
Consultations” report cited a “concern of 
low Mass attendance.”

“There has been a slow response of the 
community to return to Mass as COV-
ID-19 protocols have eased since the lift-
ing of the dispensation of the obligation 
to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days of Obligation,” the report noted on 
Page 5. “Some reported feeling the crea-
tive approaches parishes took to engage 
parishioners during the beginning of the 
pandemic, especially with live-streaming 
Masses, were now a hindrance and an 
excuse for parishioners not to return to 
Mass and activities in-person. The live-
streamed Masses were initially used this 
way to reach out to and engage those that 
were homebound during the stay-at-home 
orders from local authorities.”

At one San Benito church, attendance 
varies by the Mass .

“The Mass attendance at our parish 
has increased, but we are not still at our 
100% capacity yet,” said Father Luis Ti-
najero of St. Benedict Parish. “We are 
probably at 70% in general (all the Masses 
combined), but there are Masses in which 
there is more participation.”

Bishop Flores noted that a variety of 
factors can affect attendance even at the 
same church on a given Sunday.

“It just depends … on the hour, and 
the Masses,” he said. “If it’s a largely Span-
ish-speaking community … you’re not 
going to get nearly as many at the English 
Mass as at the Spanish Mass.” 

That was borne out on a recent Sun-
day at Our Lady of Guadalupe parish 
in Brownsville, where the noon Mass in 
Spanish nearly filled the church.

“And it’s summertime,” Bishop Flores 
said, with vacation season in full swing.

In fact, Our Lady, Star of the Sea parish 
in Port Isabel has benefitted from its loca-
tion near South Padre Island as a vacation 
destination, according to its pastor, Father 
Jesse Garza.

“We are operating normally now, 
thanks to our local parishioners and those 
friends who visit us during the summer 
and winter,” Father Garza said.

“Our parish community depends 
mainly on those people visiting from all 
over the country.  During summer we get 
people from the Valley – Rio Grande City, 
La Joya, Mission, McAllen, Weslaco, etc., 
who reside temporarily on the Island or 
make their weekend trips to this side of 
our diocese,” Father Garza said.  “Many 
more come from San Antonio, Houston, 
Dallas, and the Hill Country; from El 
Paso, Eagle Pass, etc.  Also, our annual vis-
itors from the Midwest and Canada – our 
Winter Texans.

“Now that we have eased on the pro-
tocols (not requiring masks for those who 
are fully vaccinated, etc.), they feel more at 
home,” Father Garza said.  “But they nev-
er stopped visiting us. There were times 
when we had reached our full capacity at a 
given Mass, and we had to close the doors 
on many (visitors and locals).  Still, we had 
full capacity Mass attendance.

“Our local parishioners are back.  
Some of our older folks have not returned 
for fear or anxiety, but they are very few.  
So we reach out to them via telephone or 
a quick visit.”

For Bishop Flores, the news is mostly 
good.

“For the most part, people are more 
participatory,” he said. “I think one sign is 
that parish festivals have been very, very 
well attended. People are participating in 
the life of the Church more that way.” 

All in all, he said, the diocese’s parishes 
are “pretty close to the pre-pandemic” lev-
els of people participating at Mass.

“Some are not quite there yet,” he said. 
“Some are even a little over.”

Mass attendance
is recovering 
slowly but surely
across the diocese

St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
(pronounced Kah-TER-ee 
Tay-kah-KWEE-tah) was 
the first Native American 
woman of North Ameri-
ca to be canonized by the 
Catholic Church.

Born into the Al-
gonquin tribe in 1656 at 
Osserneon, now known 
as Auriesville, New York, 
this future saint was cap-
tured as a child during a 
raid by the Mohawks. She 
was adopted by a Mohawk 
chief, Kenneronkwa, and 
his wife Kahenta. 

During a smallpox 
epidemic in 1661-1663, 
Tekakwitha’s adoptive 
family died. She survived, 
but the disease left her face 
scarred and damaged her 
eyesight. Still a child, she 
was taken in and raised 
by relatives. The name she 
ended up with, Tekak-
witha, meant “She who 
bumps into things.”

Tekakwitha avoid-
ed socializing because of 

her smallpox scars, and 
through her teenage years 
adamantly refused mar-
riage suitors, to the great 
annoyance and eventual 
despair of her family.

In 1674, at the age 
of 18, she encountered 
French Jesuit missionar-
ies in Quebec, who ed-
ucated and baptized her 
into the Catholic faith on 
Easter Sunday of 1676. At 
this time, she adopted the 
name Catherine from St. 
Catherine of Siena; her 
people pronounced her 
new name as “Kateri.”

Tekakwitha’s con-
version brought on hos-
tility from some of her 
tribe, who accused her 
of sorcery. Their threats 
prompted her to flee to the 
Jesuit mission of Kahnan-
wake near present-day 
Montreal.

At this mission, she 
acquired new mentors and 
a new focus on repentance 
for sin and prayer for con-

version of her relatives and 
community. She made ex-
treme efforts at self-mor-
tification that  included 
hours of prayer kneeling 
in the snow or lying on a 
bed of thorns; whipping as 
a substitute for pagan Mo-
hawk piercing rituals; and 
even fasting and ingesting 
spoiled food as a response 
to hunger. These severe ac-
tions soon began to take a 
toll on her health.

In 1679, Tekakwi-
tha took a vow of chastity 
and consecrated herself to 
Christ.

On April 17, 1680, 
at only 24 years of age, 
Kateri Tekakwitha died 
in Kahnawake on the 
Wednesday of Holy Week. 
Reportedly, her last words 
were “Jesus, I love you.”

Extraordinary inci-
dents followed her pass-
ing. Upon her death, her 
smallpox scars vanished. 
Afterwards, she appeared 
to three of her closest as-
sociates. She visited one 
in her room, kneeling at 

the foot of her bed bear-
ing a shining cross; she 
awoke another by knock-
ing on her wall and then 
telling her “Adieu, Adieu, 
go tell Father that I am 
going to heaven.” Finally, 
when one of the Jesuits, 
Father Claude Chauche-
tiere, visited her grave, 
she appeared to him in 
splendor. He watched her 
spellbound for two hours, 
at the end of which she 
turned her own ecstatic 
gaze to heaven and was 
seen no more.

Efforts toward beati-
fication and canonization 
for Kateri Tekakwitha be-
gan in 1885. Pope Pius XII 
declared her venerable in 
1943. She was beatified in 
1980 by Pope John Paul II, 
and was canonized Oct. 
21, 2012 by Pope Benedict 
XVI.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
is venerated as a patron 
saint of ecology and the 
environment. Her feast 
day is celebrated in the 
United States on July 14.

»Saint of the Season
St. Kateri Tekakwitha

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Sunday church attendance is recovering across the diocese since Bishop Daniel E. Flores called the 
faithful back to Sunday Mass on March 20.  Shown here is St. Theresa Catholic Church in San Benito 
on June 19, Corpus Christi Sunday.
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Twenty years of free 
Catholic education

By EDDIE GARCIA
The Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE  — In 2002, Guada-
lupe Regional Middle School opened its 
doors with a mission to transform lives and 
create opportunities for low-income fami-
lies in the Brownsville area. This year marks 
20 years of GRMS shining as that beacon 
of hope in their community. Brownsville’s 
best-kept secret has been hard at work for 
the last two decades providing a strong 
foundation in education and faith forma-
tion.

“GRMS has brought academic opportu-
nities for students to be accepted and excel 
in high school and colleges/universities.” 
Dr. Virginia Miller, the principal, also stat-
ed, “Those precious instructional minutes 
are spent enriching, extending, and taking 
students to deeper levels of learning and 
instruction to better prepare them for their 

secondary education.”
Under Dr. Miller’s leadership in the past 

four years, GRMS has seen many students 
go on to be Valedictorians, Salutatorians, 
as well as finish in the Top 5-10% in their 
graduating class.

Not only is GRMS a tuition-free Catho-
lic school in Texas, but the school is dedi-
cated to helping students prepare for college 
and strive for heaven. With support from 
community donors, GRMS has been able to 
provide a Catholic education to more than 
400 students who would not have been able 
to afford this opportunity otherwise.

But like most Catholic schools, GRMS 
has seen a significant decline in school 
enrollment in recent years despite its free 
tuition, high excel rate in secondary educa-
tion, and it’s enriching curriculum. 

 Raising its profile in the community 
is Dr. Miller’s biggest dream for GRMS. 
However, not many people are aware of this 
school's existence even in Brownsville. 

Dr. Miller said that moving forward 
“with so much going on in the world,” she 
hopes “prayer, God, and faith in the class-
rooms” will prompt Catholic families to 
want a strong Catholic education. That, she 
said, could have students and families lin-
ing up on a waitlist to enroll at GRMS.

Guadalupe 
Regional Middle 
School celebrates
anniversary

Courtesy Photo

Guadalupe Regional Middle School in Brownsville marked its 20th anniversary with a Founders Mass 
May 10 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church next door to the school. 

echists, leader faith formation and minis-
tries in the church.” 

“Many people of God want to partici-
pate more in the Church function and ac-
tivities. They desire to help the people in 
the community and to evangelize the peo-
ple,” Father Yuantoro, pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish in Donna, said. “For example, they 
want to have group prayer in the commu-
nity, to serve the needy, to help to elderly 
and to pray together.”

Antonio and Corina Vela, the delegates 
from Immaculate Conception Church in 
Rio Grande City, had a broad list.

“We learned that there are miscon-
ceptions to doctrine and to traditions. 
We learned that we have to work more 
in getting the youth involved,” the Velas 
said. “The Domestic Church needs to get 
stronger and clarified.  We need to be more 
creative to evangelize the youth and people 
that have left our church. 

“We should maximize each gathering 
the church has. Examples: Baptisms, funer-
als, etc. Each parishioner in every church 
needs to be more welcoming and accept-
ing. We need to show love, need to be more 
Christ-like.”

With the report starting its journey 

towards Rome, Barrera spoke this week 
about what’s next in the diocese.

“Once we make the report available 
publicly next month, we’re looking forward 
to gathering the diocesan directors and co-
ordinators to have this conversation, the ‘so 
what’ of this report, what does it mean for 
our pastoral ministries, our offices,” Barre-
ra said. “And then in October we’d like to 
schedule and organize a meeting with the 
delegates. 

“That would likely mean that 300 peo-
ple will come together at a central location. 
We would have small groups helping to 
have focused conversations on what are 
the priorities, what does this mean for us 
as a parish, as a deanery, as a diocese. Then 
we would gather again as directors and 
coordinators in November to understand 
what does this mean for our pastoral plan 
for our activities for the work that we do to 
support our parishes. 

“Hopefully before the year’s end we’re 
going to have a much clearer understand-
ing of what the Synod consultations and 
this diocesan report will mean for us in the 
next few years.”

“I know Bishop Flores has been very 
consistent in saying that while the fruits 
of the Synod will work their way up to the 
Pope, he’s very excited for what it will offer 
here locally to our diocese, and most espe-
cially our parishes, our deaneries, our very 
local level.”

Synod
continued from p.15

• “Do you resolve to implore with us 
God’s mercy upon the people entrusted to 
your care by observing the command to 
pray without ceasing? 

• “Do you resolve to resolve to be unit-
ed more closely every day to Christ the 
High Priest who offered Himself for us to 
the Father as a pure sacrifice, and with him 
to consecrate yourself to God for the salva-
tion of all?”

“I do,” De La Rosa answered to all but 
the last, to which he responded, “I do, with 

the help of God.”
He then took the vow of obedience to 

the bishop and his successors, after which 
Bishop Flores intoned, “May God who had 
begun the good work in you bring it to ful-
fillment.”

Prostration in humility at the foot of 
the sanctuary during the litany followed. 
Rising, the candidate received the laying 
on of hands first from Bishop Flores and 
then by a succession of priests of the di-
ocese.

After subsequent prayer by Bishop 
Flores over the candidate, he received his 
priestly vestments. Bishop Flores anoint-
ed his hands, and the offertory, borne by 

the new priest’s parents, followed. At that 
point, now-Father De La Rosa was em-
braced first by Bishop Flores and then long 
line of his brother priests and seminarians.

Near the conclusion of the Mass, Bish-
op Flores presented Father De La Rosa 
with his faculties authorizing him to say 
Mass and hear confessions in the Diocese, 
and his first assignment to Mary, Mother 
of the Church Parish in Brownsville. Bish-
op Flores then received Father De La Ro-
sa’s first blessing.

Father De La Rosa and his family, all 
of Lyford, have long been members of St. 
Anthony Parish. Last year he described 
how his mother, while pregnant with him, 
received her first sacraments there during 
her conversion to the faith. His parents are 
teachers in Lyford schools. 

The church was nearly full for the oc-
casion, with Father De La Rosa recogniz-
ing family from all over, well-wishers from 
San Carlos and La Grulla, where he served 
his transitional diaconate, and friends 
from Houston, where he attended semi-

nary at St. Mary’s.
“There are so many of you here that it 

just overwhelms me, how much support 
that I have, and most importantly (from) 
those who have drawn themselves to God 
and to witness this moment,” he said dur-
ing his first address from the pulpit as a 
priest.

He stated the aim of his new role while 
reiterating his personal humility, enunci-
ated a year earlier at his diaconal ordina-
tion.

“I do not underestimate the fact and 
grace of what God has called me to do. 
I have always said and still uphold that I 
am unworthy of this ministry, and yet the 
Church has called me worthy,” Father De 
La Rosa said. “And I wish to be able to 
live that out, as Bishop Flores said in the 
Consecration prayer, to be able to grow 
and live in right conduct, and to be able 
to be a priest for all of you in the Diocese 
of Brownsville, to be one that you can look 
to and see humility, a provider of God’s 
mercy …”

Ordination
      continued from p. 7
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Noche de SANACIÓN y DIVINA MISERICORDIA
Night of Healing and Divine Mercy

Únase a nosotros cada último sábado del mes
en la Basilica de Nuestra Señora de San Juan del Valle

en San Juan, Texas a las 6:30 PM

Join us every last Saturday of the month 
online, on YouTube, Facebook, or in the 

Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle,
San Juan, Texas at 6:30 PM

with with MMsgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.Dsgr. Juan Nicolau, Ph.D
leading us in prayerleading us in prayer

»Vida Familiar

Sigue regresando a casa 
La Iglesia es nuestra casa. ¡Somos 

muy bendecidos de poder volver 
a casa , nuestra iglesia parroquial, 

después de estos dos años de pandemia! 
En su carta de marzo a los fieles de 
nuestra diócesis retirando la dispensa 
general de la obligación de asistir a 
la Misa dominical, el obispo Flores 
declaró: “A medida que las condiciones 
han mejorado, más y más personas han 
vuelto a la práctica de participar en la 
Misa los domingos y días de precepto. 
Este es un signo de gran esperanza, y de 
nuestro conocimiento, como católicos, 
de que para ser las personas caritativas 
que el Señor nos llama a ser, debemos, 
en la medida que sea posible, buscar 
el Sacramento de la Caridad, Cristo 
mismo en la Eucaristía”.

Poder volver a recibir a nuestro Se-
ñor Jesús en la Eucaristía es una bendi-
ción que debe atesorarse y no tomarse a 
la ligera. ¡Es volver a casa!

Nuestro nieto Elián recibió recien-
temente su Primera Comunión y recor-
dé mi propia preparación y recepción 
de la Sagrada Eucaristía. Habiendo sido 
criada en un hogar católico/metodista, 
mi abuela Clara Reyna se aseguró de 
que me preparara para este sacramento 
en nuestra parroquia, y recibir a Jesús 
en la Eucaristía por primera vez fue 
uno de los mejores días de mi vida. 
Recuerdo, como si fuera ayer, decirle a 
mi madre (mientras lavaba la ropa en 
nuestra vieja lavadora escurridora) que 
iba a “hacer” mi Primera Comunión y 
que iba a ser católica. En los años que 
siguieron, a menudo tuve que encon-
trar mi propia manera de llegar a la 
iglesia con mis abuelos o con los padres 
de mi mejor amiga/mis Padrinos 
Garza. El Señor puso en mi corazón a 

esa temprana edad que además de 
mi maravillosa Iglesia Doméstica/mi 
amada familia, la Iglesia era también 
mi hogar. Salmo 84:4 – “Aun el pajarillo 
encuentra casa, y la alondra su nido 
para sus pequeñitos, mi hogar es junto 
a tus altares, Dios de los Ejércitos, mi 
Rey y mi Dios.”

Los seguidores de Jesucristo quizás 
a veces se encuentren alejados o desco-
nectados de la iglesia. El teórico de las 
Etapas del Desarrollo de la Fe, James 
Fowler, señala que los adultos jóvenes a 
menudo dejan la iglesia o “van de com-
pras” en otras iglesias en una búsqueda 
para hacer que su fe y su compromiso 
con la iglesia sean “suyos”. Por eso no 
me sorprende cuando me encuentro 
con jóvenes adultos que se preparan 
para el matrimonio “reestablecer” la 
fe y al compromiso de su infancia. A 
menudo, exploran cómo su fe, su vida 
de oración y su asistencia a la iglesia 
se revive mientras ellos, junto con su 
prometido, hacen su “plan espiritual” 
durante el proceso de preparación para 
el matrimonio. Proverbios 27:8- “Como 
pájaro que vega lejos de su nido, así el 
hombre que anda lejos de su casa.” La 
Iglesia está llena de alegría para darles 
la bienvenida y recibirlos como una 
pájara recupera a las crías y los regresa 
al nido.

Muchas situaciones de la vida pue-

den llevar a las personas a distanciarse 
de la iglesia, incluidas las enfermeda-
des, la desilusión, una herida a manos 
de personal de la iglesia, el miedo a 
las infecciones de virus durante esta 
pandemia y/o los malentendidos. El 
Papa Francisco a través de su constante 
recordatorio para todos nosotros de 
acercarnos a los demás, especialmente 
en las periferias, nos desafía a cada uno 
de nosotros a invitar a las personas a 
que sigan regresando a casa. A través 
de los Procesos de Escucha Sinodal de 
este año, también se nos ha brindado 
la oportunidad de seguir regresando a 
casa. El Papa Francisco afirma: “Quisie-
ra que todos nosotros, después de estos 
días de gracia, tuviéramos el coraje -el 
coraje- de caminar en la presencia del 
Señor, con la Cruz del Señor: para edi-
ficar la Iglesia sobre la Sangre del Señor, 
que es derramada en la Cruz, y profesar 
la única gloria, Cristo Crucificado. 
De esta manera, la Iglesia caminará 
adelante.”

Es posible que nos habíamos en-
contrado limitados a asistir a la Iglesia 
en persona durante estos dos años, pero 
nunca hemos estado limitados a cons-
truir nuestra Iglesia Doméstica/nuestra 
familia. Quizás este tiempo de tener 
que participar en la liturgia virtual-
mente y luego regresar gradualmente 
a nuestras iglesias parroquiales nos ha 
recordado la importancia de orar en fa-
milia, de leer algunos versículos de los 
Evangelios (como nos invita a menudo 
el obispo Flores) y de ser los primeros 
catequistas de nuestros niños y jóvenes. 
Hechos 5:42 - “Y todos los días, enseña-
ban y anunciaban en el templo y en las 
casas, la Buena Nueva de Cristo Jesús.”

Lydia Pesina
Directora, Oficina 
de Vida Familiar

Santo padre pide 
escuchar el 'amargo 

grito de la creación' y 
rezar por el planeta

Por ALMUDENA MARTÍNEZ-BORDIÚ
ACI Prensa

VATICANO  — Ante la próxima Jornada 
Mundial de Oración por el Cuidado de la Crea-
ción, el Papa pidió escuchar “el amargo grito de 
la creación” y animó a rezar y cuidar “nuestra 
casa común”.

La Oficina de Prensa de la Santa Sede pu-
blicó el mensaje en julio del Papa Francisco 
con ocasión de la próxima Jornada Mundial de 
Oración por el Cuidado de la Creación, que se 
celebrará el 1 de septiembre de 2022. 

En su discurso, el Santo Padre recordó el 
tema bajo el que se celebrará esta jornada, “Es-
cucha la voz de la creación”, y aseguró que “es 
un momento especial para que todos los cris-
tianos recemos y cuidemos juntos nuestra casa 
común”.

El Papa subrayó la necesidad de una “con-
versión ecológica” como respuesta a la “catás-
trofe ecológica”, ya anunciada por San Juan Pa-
blo II y San Pablo VI.

A continuación, aseguró que la voz de la 
creación “es un amargo grito que se queja de 
nuestro maltrato humano” y defendió que que 
la tierra, a merced de nuestros excesos consu-
mistas, “gime y nos suplica que detengamos 
nuestros abusos y su destrucción”.

“Expuestos a la crisis climática, los po-
bres son los que más sufren el impacto de las 
sequías, las inundaciones, los huracanes y las 
olas de calor, que siguen siendo cada vez más 
intensos y frecuentes. Además, gritan nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas de los pueblos nativos”, 
lamentó el Papa.

Asimismo, animó a hacer “lo posible para 
evitar o al menos limitar el colapso de los eco-
sistemas de  nuestro planeta” y a “cambiar los 
estilos de vida y los sistemas perjudiciales”.
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Procesión eucarística lanza avivamiento de tres años
Por  PAUL BINZ

The Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE — La Fiesta de 
Corpus Christi el domingo 19 de junio 
marcó el lanzamiento en todo Estados 
Unidos del Avivamiento Eucarístico 
Nacional, un proceso de tres años para 
reforzar un principio central de la fe ca-
tólica en la cual la Sagrada Eucaristía es 
la presencia real de Nuestro Señor Jesú-
cristo. 

En el Valle del Río Grande, el Avi-
vamiento Eucarístico comenzó el 19 
de junio en la solemnidad del Santísi-
mo Cuerpo y Sangre de Cristo con una 
procesión eucarística en el centro de 
Brownsville desde la capilla de Santo 
Tomás hasta la Catedral de la Inmacu-
lada Concepción, seguida por una Misa. 
El obispo Daniel E. Flores y el obispo 
auxiliar Mario A. Avilés encabezaron la 
procesión.

“Creo que tenemos algunas circuns-
tancias únicas (en el Valle); tenemos 
muchas cosas sobre las que podemos 
construir”, dijo el obispo Flores después. 
“Y hay un gran amor por la Eucaristía, 
y creo que eso puede ser una fuente de 
evangelización muy grande”.

Los orígenes del Avivamiento Euca-
rístico se remontan a 2019, a raíz de un 
estudio de la Fundación Pew publicado 
en agosto de ese año el cual encontró 
que solo el 30% de los católicos en los 
Estados Unidos creen en la Verdadera 
Presencia de Cristo en la Sagrada Euca-
ristía.

Citando el lenguaje utilizado en la 
encuesta, el estudio encontró que casi 
el 70 % de los católicos estadounidenses 
creen que el pan y el vino que se usan 
para la Comunión durante la Misa son 
simplemente “símbolos del cuerpo y la 
sangre de Jesucristo”, mientras que alre-
dedor del 30 % cree que el pan y el vino 
“se convierte realmente” en el cuerpo y 
la sangre de Cristo.

Muchos obispos de EE. UU. vieron 
los resultados del estudio como una 
crisis catequética que ilustra la falta de 
comprensión fundamental sobre la Eu-
caristía entre los católicos de la nación.

En el momento en que se publicó el 
estudio de Pew, el obispo Flores habló 
definitivamente sobre la Consagración y 
la Eucaristía. 

“Conocemos el gran secreto, el gran 
misterio de la fe. Es que el Señor hizo 
esto en la Última Cena precisamente 
para darnos su propio Ser. Porque ya no 
es pan, ya no es vino. Es el Cuerpo del 
Señor, Sangre del Señor.

“La Iglesia… reconoce que el tesoro 
de la fe es la presencia del Señor entre 
nosotros precisamente en este sacra-
mento”.

La Conferencia de Obispos Católi-
cos de los Estados Unidos respondió a 
los hallazgos del estudio Pew al hacer 
y aprobar planes el año pasado para 
un Avivamiento Eucarístico Nacional, 
incluido un Congreso Eucarístico Na-
cional en Indianápolis en julio de 2024 
que se espera atraiga al menos a 80,000 
católicos para los cinco días del evento. 
Será la primera conferencia eucarística 
de los Estados Unidos en casi 50 años; el 
último fue en Filadelfia en 1976.

Cada diócesis de los Estados Unidos 
tiene o tendrá un coordinador para el 
Avivamiento Eucarístico y sus activi-
dades; Ángel Barrera es el coordinador 
de la Diócesis de Brownsville. Barrera, 
quien también fue coordinador de la 
primera fase del proceso sinodal, descri-
bió una importante distinción del resto 
del país que ya posee el Valle.

“Desde el Sínodo, quedó muy claro 

en cada decanato que la alegría número 
uno de las escuchas en todos los infor-
mes orales es que tienen alegría al recibir 
la Comunión, alegría en la Eucaristía, 
alegría en poder participar en la Misa”, 
dijo.

Barrera señaló con cierta ironía que 
la distinción del Valle podría incluso 
complicar los esfuerzos de reactivación 
a nivel local.

“Una de las cosas que es un poco 
desafiante es que en esta parte del país 
tenemos un patrón y una experiencia de 
la Eucaristía que es diferente a la de otras 
partes”, dijo. “Ya practicamos devociones 
eucarísticas. Tenemos adoraciones Eu-
carísticas. Parte de lo que está pasando 
es que otras partes del país no lo hacen.

“Así que hay una sensación palpable 
de que la gente aquí ya tiene este aprecio 
por la Presencia Real. Tal vez no pudie-
ron articularlo de una manera o discur-
so muy sólido, doctrinal, teológico, pero 
está presente”.

Algunas actividades eucarísticas ya 
están en marcha, especialmente en la 
Arquidiócesis de Boston, que concluyó 
un Año de la Eucaristía. que fue exten-
dido por la pandemia en junio. con un 
Congreso Eucarístico en Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts. El obispo Flores participó 
como orador principal, junto con el car-
denal Seán O'Malley y el obispo auxiliar 
Robert Barron de Los Ángeles, quienes 
tuvieron un papel clave en el inicio de 
la respuesta al estudio de la Fundación 
Pew. El obispo Barron también fue nom-
brado recientemente obispo de la dió-
cesis de Winona-Rochester, Minnesota, 
donde está programado que se instale a 
fines de julio.

“Lo hemos inaugurado”, dijo el obis-
po Flores sobre el inicio del Avivamien-
to Eucarístico Nacional. “Lo veo como 
algo que ayudaría a dar continuidad al 
trabajo del Sínodo que hemos hecho. Y 
estamos trabajando en eso porque es-
cuchamos mucho de la gente sobre la 
importancia de levantar y ayudar a las 
comunidades a entender y catequizar 
sobre la Eucaristía. Así que lo veo como 
una especie de flujo.

“En el otoño tendremos algunas 

cosas, algunas oportunidades catequé-
ticas y devocionales de 40 horas en las 
diferentes partes de la Diócesis. Va a ser 
una especie de despliegue para dar a las 
personas la oportunidad de profundizar 
más en ello”, dijo. “Y por eso esperamos 
que esté disponible en el nivel más local”.

Gran parte del proceso de reactiva-
ción aún está en desarrollo, tanto a nivel 
nacional como local. Pero el esquema 
general del sitio web de National Eu-
charistic Revival incluye lo siguiente: 

• Domingo de Corpus Christi 
19 de junio de 2022 

• Fecha oficial de lanzamiento 
El Año del Avivamiento Diocesano 
19 de junio de 2022 – 11 de junio 
de 2023 

• El Año del Avivamiento Parroquial 
11 de junio de 2023 – 17 de julio 
de 2024 

• Congreso eucarístico nacional 
Del 17 al 21 de julio de 2024 
Indianápolis, Indiana 

• El Año de la Salida en Misión 
21 de julio de 2024 – Pentecostés 
de 2025

El Congreso Eucarístico Nacional 
explica el extenso proceso y la línea de 
tiempo extendido en su sitio web.

“Se necesita tiempo para encender 
una relación viva y amorosa, y una rela-
ción con Jesucristo no es una excepción. 
Es por eso que el Avivamiento Eucarís-
tico permite tres años para el discerni-
miento, el encuentro y la respuesta de 
base a nivel diocesano, parroquial e in-
dividual”.

______

Para obtener más información sobre 
el Avivamiento Eucarístico Nacional, vi-
site https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/

______

Julie Asher de Catholic News Service con-
tribuyó a este informe.

Camina conmigo

“La Iglesia… reconoce 
que el tesoro de la fe es la 
presencia del Señor entre 
nosotros precisamente en 
este sacramento”.
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Roe v. Wade anulado, 
pero la lucha continua

Por PAUL BINZ
The Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN  — Las consecuencias aún 
no se han resuelto en la revocación de Roe 
v. Wade, ya que la cantidad de estados que 
prohíben el aborto cambia día a día, a ve-
ces por hora, con prohibiciones en todo el 
estado, leyes desencadenantes y desafíos 
judiciales y contramedidas.

El fallo de del Tribunal Supremo de los 
EE. UU. del 24 de junio también generó 
manifestaciones masivas en todo el país 
con manifestantes que exigían el regreso al 
acceso al aborto, incluso cuando los acti-
vistas pro-vida celebraban la tan esperada 
acción.

Si bien uchos podrían haber esperado 
que el fallo significaría un rápido fin a ni-
vel nacional del aborto, el efecto inmediato 
fue mucho más complicado. A mediados 
de julio, los abortos estaban prohibidos en 
17 estados, muchos de los cuales ya tenían 
leyes desencadenantes listas para cumplir 
con el fallo esperado. Otros cinco estados 
parecían preparados para promulgar nue-
vas prohibiciones.

Mientras tanto, el aborto siguió siendo 
legal, disponible y probablemente seguirá 
siéndolo en 20 estados, principalmente en 
la costa oeste y el noreste; y los abortos si-
guieron siendo legales al menos por ahora 
en otros ocho estados.

No obstante, el obispo Daniel E. Flores 
aclamo el fallo (la sentencia) del Tribunal 
Supremo “es un paso que acogemos con 
respecto en la construcción de una socie-
dad que realmente valora y honra la vida 
humana.”

“Es una simple realidad que el aborto 
no es primordialmente un asunto religio-
so, aun cuando es un tema que afecta la 

consciencia desde el punto de vista religio-
so. Es un asunto de dignidad humana, de-
recho humano y de justicia social. El niño 
en el vientre merece ser protegido bajo la 
ley porque el niño concebido ya es miem-
bro de la familia humana.

“Una sociedad no puede darle la es-
palda a sus propios miembros y al mismo 
tiempo tener la esperanza de sobrevivir. 
Es materia de justicia que el orden cívico 
trabaje para promover la viabilidad y flo-
recimiento de toda vida humana, ya sea 
dentro del vientre, recién nacido, en la es-
cuela, pobreza, en peligro de violencia, en 
prisión, o en la vejés y con necesidad de 
atención médica.”

El fallo Roe v. Wade de 1973 abrió la 
puerta a la legalización del aborto en todo 
Estados Unidos, y casi 65 millones de 
abortos siguieron durante los siguientes 49 
años previos a la reversión del 24 de junio.

La Iglesia Católica en la Diócesis de 
Brownsville se ha alejado de la legislativa 
actual y el remolino legal con un curso de 
acción práctico y tranquilo descrito por el 
obispo Flores.

“Creo que tenemos que mirar hacia 
el futuro. Y creo que tenemos que traba-
jar como iglesia, pero también con toda la 
comunidad, para hacer todo lo que poda-
mos para ayudar a las madres embaraza-
das para que tengan los recursos y el apoyo 
que necesitan”, dijo el obispo Flores en una 
entrevista el 7 de julio. “Hay muchas ma-
dres especialmente en la pobreza aquí que 
no tienen apoyo familiar que necesitan que 
estemos con ellas.

“Creo que ese es el enfoque principal 
de la Iglesia hacia el futuro. Pero también 
creo que es algo en lo que toda la comuni-
dad puede unirse”.

El obispo Flores reiteró este curso de 
acción el 9 de julio en la Conferencia Pro 
Vida en la Escuela Our Lady of Sorrows en 
McAllen.

“Siempre se ha tratado más que de la 
ley”, dijo a los reunidos en la OLS. “La ley 
ciertamente nos permite ahora avanzar en 
el reconocimiento de la voz del sin voz, del 
niño, en el reconocimiento de la ayuda que 
se le debe a la madre”.

El obispo Flores dijo que Roe v. Wade 

“básicamente detuvo la conversación sobre 
la dignidad de un niño”.

“… La reversión… básicamente abre 
una conversación mucho más amplia, en el 
país, a nivel estatal, donde al menos pode-
mos hablar sobre la forma en que funciona 
nuestro sistema; participar honestamente 
en el proceso para asegurar que la digni-
dad del niño, que la dignidad de la madre 
y el bien de nuestro futuro sea parte de la 
conversación, que hasta ahora ha estado 
prohibida”, dijo.

“En las últimas semanas, la mayor par-
te de la retórica que he escuchado apenas 
menciona al niño”, dijo el obispo Flores. 
“Solo he escuchado mucha retórica sobre 
los derechos individuales, en lugar de de-
cir: ‘¿Qué podemos hacer juntos para me-
jorarlo?’, que es lo que deberíamos pregun-
tarnos. ¿Qué podríamos hacer juntos para 
mejorarlo? Mejor para la madre; mejor 
para el niño; mejor para la familia.

“No podemos hacer todo, pero no po-
demos ser indiferentes. Tenemos que ha-
cer algo”, dijo el obispo Flores a la multitud. 
“Entonces, no se trata principalmente de 
un argumento político o una victoria polí-
tica. Se trata de que la ley ha cambiado; de-
bemos redoblar nuestros esfuerzos en todo 
el Valle para acompañar y ayudar, antes de 
que nazca el niño, cuando nazca el niño y 
después de que nazca el niño. Sin rencor, 
resentimiento, ira”.

Con el final completo del aborto en los 
Estados Unidos aún sin lograr, el obispo 
Flores insta a los fieles a mantenerse en el 
rumbo de sus prioridades.

“Las cuestiones legales ahora se resol-
verán a nivel estatal. Quiero decir, esa es 
una realidad legal. Entonces, los diferentes 
estados del país tendrán una idea de cómo 
van a abordar el tema de la vida no nacida 
y la posibilidad del aborto”, dijo el obispo 
Flores el 7 de julio. “Ese es el lado político 
de las cosas, y estoy seguro de que los ca-
tólicos tendrán cosas que decir al respecto.

“Pero como iglesia en este momen-
to, creo que debemos ser especialmente 
conscientes de que el misterio humano de 
la madre y el niño es en lo que nos hemos 
centrado y en lo que queremos seguir cen-
trándonos”.

Obispo Flores
insta a concentrarse
permanecer 
en ayudando 
a las madres

Declaración emitida el 24 de junio de 2022
La decisión del Tribunal Supremo de anular Roe 

v. Wade es un paso que acogemos con respecto a la 
construcción de una sociedad que realmente valora y 
honra la vida humana. Desde 1973 la Iglesia Cató-
lica en los Estados Unidos, en unión con muchas 
otras comunidades de carácter regligioso y láicas, ha 
expresado públicamente su oposición a la decisión de 
Roe v. Wade. Esta decisión fue terriblemente injusta y 
una agresión sin precedente contra la vida y dignidad 
del niño no nacido. Tuvo efectos dramáticos, quitando 
las previas protecciones legales de la vida humana 
en el vientre. Ahora que la decisión de 1973 ha sido 
anulada es posible que los estados puedan promulgar 
protecciones legales para la niña o niño por nacer. 

Es una simple realidad que el aborto no es pri-
mordialmente un asunto religioso, aun cuando es un 
tema que afecta la consciencia desde el punto de vista 
religioso. Es un asunto de dignidad humana, derecho 
humano y de justicia social. El niño en el vientre me-
rece ser protegido bajo la ley porque el niño concebi-
do ya es miembro de la familia humana.

Una sociedad no puede darle la espalda a sus pro-
pios miembros y al mismo tiempo tener la esperanza 
de sobrevivir. Es materia de justicia que el orden cívi-
co trabaje para promover la viabilidad y florecimiento 
de toda vida humana, ya sea dentro del vientre, recién 

nacido, en la escuela, pobreza, en 
peligro de violencia, en prisión, 
o en la vejés y con necesidad de 
atención médica. 

Por nuestra parte, la Iglesia 
Católica del Valle del Rio Gran-
de continuará sus esfuerzos ya 
establecidos de proveer recursos, 
acompañamiento humano y apoyo 
espiritual para las madres embara-
zadas en circunstancias difíciles y 
de igual manera para las madres, 
niños y niñas después de que ya 
hayan nacido. También, trabajando 
en conjunto con muchos otros en 
la comunidad que no son católicos, nos esforzaremos 
por acrecentar estos esfuerzos. 

Doy gracias a Dios que la pesadilla de Roe v. Wade 
está terminando. También les pido a todas las perso-
nas de buena voluntad que trabajemos juntos para que 
la vida humana sea siempre bienvenida y fomentada 
en nuestras familias, nuestras comunidades y nuestro 
país.

+Daniel E. Flores
Obispo de Brownsville 

Declaración sobre la revocación de Roe v. 
Wade por parte del Tribunal Supremo

Most Reverend
Daniel E. Flores
Obispo de 
Brownsville 

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Vientos de cambio estaban en el aire el 2 de abril cuando la Caminata por la Vida de Brownsville 
recorrió el centro pasando por edificios históricos desde la Catedral de la Inmaculada Concepción, 
pasando por el Palacio de Justicia Federal y la Iglesia del Sagrado Corazón y de regreso a la catedral. 
Menos de tres meses después, el 24 de junio, el Tribunal Supremo  de EE. UU. anuló Roe v. Wade en el 
caso Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATORY 
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS IN  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Brownsville 

exist primarily to form community of faith, in which stu-
dents, faculty and parents experience community, wors-
hip and a deep concern for the needs of the total Church.

The Catholic schools in the Diocese admit students 
of any sex, race, color, nationality and ethnic origin.

This announcement is called “Notice of Non-Dis-
criminatory Policy as to Students” and is in compliance 
with Revenue Procedure 75-50, which established Gui-
delines and Record Keeping Requirements for determi-
ning whether  private schools have racially non-discri-
minatory policies with respect to students and faculty 
members.

The following schools in the Diocese of Brownsvi-
lle endorse this non-discriminatory policy: Incarnate 
Word Academy, Brownsville, Texas; St. Mary’s School, 
Brownsville, Texas; St. Joseph Academy, Brownsville, 
Texas; Guadalupe Regional Middle School, Brownsville, 
Texas; St. Anthony’s School, Harlingen, Texas; San Mar-
tin De Porres School, Weslaco, Texas; St Joseph School, 
Edinburg, Texas; Our Lady of Sorrows School, McAllen, 
Texas; Immaculate Conception School, Rio Grande City, 
Texas; Oratory Academy and Athenaeum, Pharr, Texas; 
and Juan Diego Academy, Mission, Texas.
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What does Living Liturgically 
mean to you?
Liturgical living to our family means to have our home Christ-cen-
tered every day of the year. Prayer before meals, speaking amongst 
our family of the graces God has given us, and always celebrating the 
seasons of the Church. Loving and supporting each other and building 
the domestic church that we as a family must grow.

How did you start Liturgical Living 
with your family?
As a family, we began living liturgically one Advent season. We started 
by buying a wreath for the season, and after that we have kept living in 
the seasons. It helps that we make it to the vigil Mass every Saturday, 
That keeps us Christ-centered, and going to regular confessions keeps 
us from deviating from the God's plan of salvation for us. We have an 
image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus as we enter our home to remind 
us that Jesus is King and that he is there for us at all times. Mass is a 
priority to our family, if on vacation or just out of town to make a pro 
football or pro baseball game. We always find time before going to a 
game or make it back on time to Immaculate Conception Church in 
Rio Grande City.

What feast day celebrations are big 
within your family? How do you celebrate?
It's not how we celebrate, but I would have to say that our favorite feast day 
is the Feast of Corpus Christi, also called Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ, to honor the Real Presence of the Body (corpus) of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. We love to go to Mass and attend Adoration on 
that day. The Feast of Corpus Christi is always special for our family.

What fruits have you seen within yourself 
and your family from Living Liturgically?
As for me, I have seen myself grow in virtue and try to stay humble. I 
ask for God to guide me and my family always and every day. To help 
us grow in our faith individually, but to help us get stronger in our 
faith as a family unit. As for my wife, she is known as the person who 
always  prays before meals, and co-workers and family alike will not 
take a bite if she has not said grace. We have grown in hope, faith and 
charity as family, but we know that we can continue to grow daily. We 
know that God is always a prayer away.

Do you have any tips on how other families 
can start on the journey of Living Liturgically?
Simple answer is that you have to start simple. Say a prayer at night before 
going to bed or say a prayer before meals. It is hard to get everyone at the 
table on a daily basis, but you have to keep trying. In our parish, we have 
a family prayer that Father Eduardo Ortega has introduced, and I believe 
that will be a huge blessing to all our parish families. Once in a while say at 
least a decade of the Most Holy Rosary with the family, if it is not possible 
to do all the rosary.

Make it to Mass every Sunday and holy days of obligation even if you are 
out of town. Find a Mass wherever you are. I use an app called MassTimes 
and it comes in handy. If you don't know what to pray, use the Magnificat 
or Universalis apps. The apps are free and will help you stay in prayer all 
day.

— Daniel & Elsa Gomez & Family
Immaculate Conception Church, 

Rio Grande City

LIVING 
LITURGICALLY 
RESOURCES:

PRAYER OF THE MONTH:

• CATHOLICFAMILYCRATE.COM

• CATHOLICCULTURE.ORG

• CATHOLICALLYEAR.COM

• 52SUNDAYS.COM

• HOLYHEROES.COM

• TEACHINGCATHOLICKIDS.COM

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, in you we contemplate 
the splendor of true love; to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families 
too may be places of communion and prayer, 
authentic schools of the Gospel and small 
domestic churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again 
experience violence, rejection and division; may 
all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready 
comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, make us once more 
mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the 
family, and its beauty in God's plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Graciously hear our 
prayer. Amen. (Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia)

 Living LivingLiturgicallyLiturgically
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Instructions:
1. Glue the paper doll section on to some 

card stock or the back of a discarded cereal 

box. (use gluestick)

2. Cut out each image, including the slits as 

indicated by the dotted lines.

3. Fit the pieces on to the image of the saint.

4. Take of photo and post in online and tag 

Catholic Diocese of Brownsville or email it 

to eduardo.garcia@cdob.org.

Oh Most Holy Heart of Jesus
  Sacred Heart Prayer

For personal use only. Not for commercial use.  ©Diocese of Brownsville

©

Sacred Heart
of Jesus

"O Most Holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of 
every blessing, I adore you, I love you, and  
with a lively sorrow for my sins, i offer you 
this poor heart of  mine. Make me humble, 
patient, pure, and wholly obedient to your 
will. Grant, Good Jesus, that I may Live in 
you and for you. Protect me in the midst 
of danger; comfort me in my afflictions. 
give me health of body, assistance in my 
temporal needs, Your blessing on all that 
I do, and the grace of a holy Death. Amen."
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EDINBURG — Deacon Gilberto 
Lopez Sr., 86, of Edinburg, a fixture at 
Sacred Heart Church in Edinburg and a 
Conjunto Hall of Fame musician, passed 
away April 20, 2022. 

Deacon Lopez was born Dec. 17, 
1935 in Edinburg to Gregoria Villarreal 
and Benito Lopez. He was one of nine 
siblings, five brothers and four sisters in a 
family of migrant farmworkers. 

Deacon Lopez learned to play the ac-
cordion as a youth; his mother scraped 
together $15 for his first instrument. 

Within a year he was playing profession-
ally, and later with his friend Gilberto 
Garcia formed the original Conjunto Los 
Dos Gilbertos. But at the height of his 
musical career in 1976, he was found to 
have throat cancer, which led to a prome-
sa and a conversion. 

He retired from Conjunto and went 
on to serve as a deacon and musical di-
rector at Sacred Heart Church in Edin-
burg for the next 40 years, leading the 
choir and playing the accordion at the 
noon Mass on Sunday.

In 2010, some three decades after re-
tiring as a professional musician, he was 
inducted into the Texas Conjunto Hall 
of Fame for his contribution to the Con-
junto industry.

In declining health in recent years, 
Deacon Lopez died peacefully surround-
ed by family. He was preceded in death 
by his wife Maria Elva Lopez. He is sur-
vived by his children, Gilberto Lopez Jr. 
(Mary), Rosa Rodriguez (Pete), Norma 
Linda Luera (Ramiro), Rene Lopez, Isaac 
Lopez (Iris; and many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and great-great 
grandchildren.

His funeral was April 26 at Sacred 
Heart Church in Edinburg, with inter-
ment at La Blanca Community Cemetery 
in La Blanca. 

Deacon Gilberto Lopez 
Dec. 17, 1935 - April 20, 2022

»Obituaries

Blue Mass» News in photos
St. Joseph Church
75th Anniversary 

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

Scores of police and sheriff’s deputies attended the Diocese of Brownsville’s annual Blue Mass for law enforcement and 
other first responders June 1 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-National Shrine. Unlike the past two years, few 
masks were in evidence this year as the coronavirus pandemic continues to recede.

Paul Binz/The Valley Catholic

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Edinburg marked its 75th anniversary March 
19 on the Solemnity of St. Joseph with a special Saturday morning Mass and 
reception. Here Bishop Daniel E. Flores blesses the grounds upon his arrival at 
the parish with Auxiliary Bishop Mario A. Avilés, as pastor Father Gregory Labus 
looks on. The community shared facilities with neighboring Sacred Heart Parish 
until its own church was built in 1947, just before becoming a parish of its own 
in 1948.

los rodean que nadie más tiene. Esa 
responsabilidad de dar una mano o 
de escuchar es un signo de identidad 
cristiana. Abrazamos este estilo de 
vida para encontrar y percibir a Cristo 
presente en el otro.

La lectura del Evangelio sobre el 
Niño Jesús perdido en el templo con-
cluye con Lc 2,19. “Y María guardaba 
todas estas cosas, meditándolas en 
su corazón”. Diosito hace cosas muy 
grandes a través del corazón de María.

María guardaba todas estas cosas 

en su corazón. Ella reflexionó en la 
manera de encontrar a Jesús en el 
nuevo lugar, esto nos enseña algo. 
Esto nos dice que como miembros del 
Cuerpo de Cristo, como hijos e hijas 
de María, debemos encontrar formas 
de guardar estas cosas en nuestro 
corazón. A través de la Adoración, 
momentos de silencio, servicio a los 
más necesitados. El Señor quiere en-
señarnos, y debemos estar dispuestos 
a movernos y escuchar. Este camino y 
forma de vida es uno que se abre con 
cada paso. Mientras el Señor esté con 
nosotros, no necesitamos nada más. 
Búscalo y encuéntralo.

PHARR — Deacon Jose Ricardo Cas-
tro, 98, who served for almost two de-
cades at St. Anne, Mother of Mary Parish 
in Pharr,  passed away July 19, 2022.

Deacon Castro was born Feb. 15, 
1924 in San Ciro, San Luis Potosí, Mexico. 
A farmworker at the time, he moved to 
the United States in the late 1940s. While 
working at Schuster Farms in Donna, he 
met Maria Guadalupe Bernal and mar-

ried her in 1949. The couple had nine 
children and lived in Pharr, where he 
worked as a carpenter.

He was ordained to the Permanent 
Diaconate at the age of 61 on May 5, 
1985, and served there for 18 years until 
his retirement in 2003. Despite retiring, 
he continued to work in his parish until a 
few years ago by presiding at funerals and 
weddings, visiting the homebound and 
elderly and bringing them the Eucharist, 
and participating in his parish’s St. Vin-
cent de Paul food distribution. 

Deacon Castro was preceded in death 
by his wife; his daughter Virginia Castro 
Bernal; and two sisters, Trinidad and Le-
onor. He is survived by his daughters Ma-
ria Guadalupe Robles, Leticia Rutosky, 
Maria de los Angeles Ramirez, Connie 
Garza, and his sons Ricardo Castro Jr., 
Alejandro Castro, Fernando Castro, and 
Antonio Castro; as well as 20 grandchil-
dren and numerous great-grandchildren. 
He is also survived by one brother and 
four sisters.

His funeral was set for July 25 at St. 
Anne, Mother of Mary Church in Pharr, 
with interment at Valley Memorial Gar-
dens in Mission.

Deacon Jose R. Castro  
Feb. 15, 1924- July 19, 2022

Captura de pantalla

El Papa Francisco mando un mensaje a la 
hermana Norma Pimentel en "Despierta 
América en Domingo:, un programa de 
Univision el 17 de julio. María Antonieta 
Collins le dio la bienvenida a la hermana 
Pimentel y la sorprendió con un mensaje 
del papa Francisco tras su encuentro con 
él en el Vaticano. 
http://uni.vi/zUE3103PkTj
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OUR CATHOLIC FAMILY

68 
CONFIRMATION 

MASSES

4 COUNTIES
(CAMERON, WILLACY, 

HIDALGO, STARR)

2,130 
CANDIDATES 
CONFIRMED 

HUNDREDS 
OF MILES TRAVELED

WE DID IT! 
THE 2022 CONFIRMATION SEASON HAS COME TO A CLOSE!

to those 
who said 

"YES" to God 
through the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation 
this season.

Thank You

Divine Mercy, BrownsvilleSan Martin de Porres, Alton Sacred Heart, Hidalgo

St. Anne, PenitasQueen of Angels, La Joya

St. Isidore Church, SanIsidro

Our Lady of Guadalupe, BrownsvilleSt. Eugene de Mazenod, Brownsville

Sacred Heart, Edinburg St. Joan of Arc, Weslaco

St. Joseph, Brownsville


