THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS
* as approved by the USCCB in November 2021 and subject to the approval of the Vatican

Christian Initiation: General Introduction
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults: Introduction

PART I: CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
ORDER OF THE CATECHUMENATE ARRANGED IN STEPS

Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate
First Step: Rite for Entrance into the Catechumenate

Period of the Catechumenate
Period of the Catechumenate and its Rites
Celebrations of the Word of God
Minor Exorcisms
Blessings of the Catechumens
Anointing of the Catechumens
Optional Rites During the Period of the Catechumenate
Sending of the Catechumens for Election

Second Step: Election or Enrollment of Names

Period of Purification and Enlightenment and its Rites
Scrutinies
Rites of Handing On

First Scrutiny - Third Sunday of Lent
Handing On of the Creed

Second Scrutiny -- Fourth Sunday of Lent
Third Scrutiny - Fifth Sunday of Lent
Handing On of the Lord’s Prayer

Rites of Immediate Preparation

Third Step: Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation (Easer Vigil)
Celebration of Baptism
Celebration of Confirmation
Renewal of Baptismal Promises (at the Easter Vigil)
Celebration of the Eucharist

Period of Mystagogy

PART II: RITES FOR PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES

Christian Initiation of Children Who Have Reached Catechetical Age
First Step: Rite for Entrance into the Catechumenate
Rite of Election or Enrollment of Names (optional)
Second Step: Scrutinies or Penitential Rites
Third Step: Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation
Period of Mystagogy

Simpler Order of Adult Initiation
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Shorter Order of Adult Initiation to be Used in Near Danger or at the Point of Death
Beginning of the Rite
Introductory Rites
Liturgy of the Word
Celebration of Baptism
Rite of Confirmation
Celebration of Viaticum
Concluding Rites
Alternative Concluding Rites

Preparing Adults for Confirmation and the Eucharist Who Were Baptized as Infants
and Did Not Receive Catechesis

4A
4B

4C
4D

Rite of Welcoming the Candidates

Rite of Sending the Candidates for Recognition by the Bishop and
for the Call to Continuing Conversion

Rite of Calling the Candidates to Continuing Conversion
Penitential Rite (Scrutiny)

Order of Reception of Those Already Validly Baptized into
the Full Communion of the Catholic Church

Order of Reception Within Mass

Reception Outside Mass

APPENDIX I: COMBINED RITES
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1. Rite for Entrance into the Catechumenate and for Welcoming Baptized but Previously Uncatechized Adults

2. Rite for Sending Catechumens for Election and Candidates for Recognition by the Bishop
3. Rite of Election of Catechumens and of Calling the Candidates to Continuing Conversion

4. Celebration at the Easter Vigil of the Sacraments of Initiation and the Rite of Reception

APPENDIX II: Acclamations, Hymns, and Chants
Acclamations Taken from Sacred Scripture

Hymns in the Style of the New Testament
Chants Selected from Antiquity and from the Liturgies
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