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 Dear friends of Pier Giorgio 

 

April 6th is approaching, Pier Giorgio’s birthday that over time has become an opportunity to 

spend some of our time with him in the awareness that – as happens among good friends – what we 

share with him returns to us enriched and multiplied.  

 

The flow of our lives, the events and the circumstances that mark it, have always offered us in 

recent years a connection with what he, before us, had lived and sanctified. 

 

Pier Giorgio knew the drama of the Great War at a very young age; and he declared himself 

ready to give his life so that the war would end. In 1921 he enthusiastically participated in the 

newlyborn  Pax Romana organization, which united university students from different european 

nations, with the aim of preparing a future in which war would no longer be a reality. 

 

What better gift we can make him then pray for Peace  and take part in the “ terrible griefs”  

of the invaded Ukrainian population  by responding to his appeal  to be “united in prayer with the 

great Christian family  that prays “ for them.  

 

This is Pier Giorgio’s letter: 

 

           “ In  these  tragic and painful moments when your  country is trampled  under  foreign feet, 

while  your  adversary occupies your   hearths as an enemy of your country, we  Catholic    students 

send you an expression of our fraternal love. 

 We have no possibility of changing the sad situation, but we feel within ourselves the entire 

strength of our Christian love which unites us in brotherhood beyond all national boundaries.

 Governments today are not heeding the Pope’s warning:  “True peace is more a fruit of 

Christian love for one’s neighbor than it is a fruit of justice,” and they are preparing new wars for 

the future of all humanity. 

 Modern society is drowning in the sorrows of human passions and it is distancing itself from 

every ideal of love and peace.   Catholics, we and you, must bring the breath of goodness that can only 

spring from faith in Christ. 

 Brethren, in these new trials and terrible griefs, know that the great Christian family is 
praying for you; act in such a way that your sufferings and trials might become lighter for you to 
bear. 

 Since peace cannot return to the world without God, at least may you, as men of good will, 
cherish in your hearts Him Who in the stable was announced by the Angels as the Savior of 
Humanity.” 

                                                                                   Pier Giorgio Frassati 

                                                                    University Circle «Cesare Balbo» - Turin 
 
       It is a letter that Pier Giorgio wrote on January 12, 1923  to the Catholic students of Bonn on the 

occasion of the invasion of Germany by the French army and the occupation of the Ruhr. This letter written 

by the 21-year-old student from Turin was published  in the German daily newspaper «Deutsche 

Reichszeitung» under the title “The consciousness of the world awakens”. 



 

 

 

I would like for us to pledge a pact 

 which knows no earthly boundaries 

 nor temporal limits: union in prayer 

                                                                                       Pier Giorgio    (to. I.Bonini, January 15 1925) 

 

Once again, the scandal of a war – and a war between Christians – leaves us speechless. 

We would therefore like to join in the prayers that Pier Giorgio has made and continues to 

make for Peace, to be close not only to the Ukrainian people but also to the people in whose midst 

we live, so that faith and hope are not put aside in this time of trial and we do not succumb to the 

fatality of war, or to that fear that would make us desire violent solutions, not rooted in the truth 

of Christ. 

For that purpose we invite you to join all of us united in prayer by participating in a Holy Mass 

next April 6, to which you may invite your friends, preceded or followed by a moment of reflection 

and sharing, meditating together on the text of the letter that Pier Giorgio wrote to the Catholic 

students of Bonn in 1923. 

All together we shall be asking for his intercession for Peace, for the persecuted ukrainian 

population, he who considered freedom the most beautiful and important gift that God gave to 

men.  

Pier Giorgio will help us transform this time of anguish and madness into an occasion of love 

and fraternity.  

.                                                       Happy birthday Pier Giorgio ! 

 

          Please confirm your participation which will make us more aware of being united in prayer 

with all Pier Giorgio’s friends.                                                             

                        
Don Michele Falabretti                        Wanda Gawrońska                             Marco Sermarini   

Servizio Nazionale della          Associazione Pier Giorgio Frassati          Compagnia dei Tipi Loschi 

Pastorale Giovanile CEI                                Roma                                                Grottamare 

 

 

 

The translation of this letter in different languages is available on: www.tipiloschi.com 

 

 

 

Rome, March 17th, 2022 
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