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From Father Robert - Reflection On The 
Gospel 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus continues to 
make radical demands of those who want to 
be His disciples.  Last Sunday it was about 
marriage; today it is about money.  We meet 
a man who has a sense of his own mortality 
and a hope for eternal life.  He comes 
eagerly and respectfully to Jesus.  The 
eternal life that the man is seeking is the gift 
of God.  Then Jesus places the man within 
his own faith tradition, quoting to him some 
of the Ten Commandments, with the 
Markan addition of “you shall not defraud.”  
The man replies that he has kept all these 
commandments. 
 
Jesus gazes at the man and loves him so 
much that He gives him the radical answer 
that His radical question deserved.  Jesus 
asks him to discard everything, to extend his 
love of God to the poor by selling all he 
owns and giving the money from this 
transaction to them, leaving himself 
dependent on nothing but treasure in heaven, 
and then come and follow Jesus.  To stand 
bare and dispossessed before the God who is 
good, with radical trust in Gods gifts, is the 
way to the eternal life for which the man had 
approached Jesus.  But then a shadow falls 

over the bright landscape of this encounter 
of eager love.  The man is shocked by Jesus’ 
reply, and instead of following he goes away 
“sad, for he had many possessions.” 
 
There is certainly much of which we can be 
possessive – ambitions, relationships, social 
status – but Mark does not want us to leave 
the question of wealth and material riches 
too quickly.  It is surely significant, 
especially for disciples in affluent social 
situations, that this portion of the gospel 
continues with two more conversations, one 
with the disciples who are with Jesus and 
have witnessed His meeting with the rich 
man, and the other with Peter who wants to 
clarify the disciples’ situation. 
 
Just as Jesus had looked at the man, He now 
looks around at His disciples with the same 
look of penetrating love – and he looks at us, 
His church.  He tells us that riches are a 
great obstacle to entering the kingdom of 
God, and calls us “children,” reminding us 
that we must have a sense of our dependence 
on God for all good gifts.  To drive His 
point home, Jesus makes an exaggerated and 
metaphorical comparison.  For a rich person 
to enter heaven is as difficult as a camel 
getting through the eye of a needle!  The 
disciples do not have the wisdom of the first 
reading, are still caught in the convention 
that sees riches as a sign of God’s blessing; 
so, more astonished than ever, they ask one 
another, “Then who can be saved?”  But 
only Jesus can answer them.   It may be 
humanly impossible, He says, but nothing is 
impossible to God.  It may take a miracle for 
a rich person to be saved – but trust God to 
work this, because before God we are all 
beggars of love and salvation. 
 
Then Peter, typically, asks his question, 
“What about us?”  Peter and the disciples 
have left what they do to follow Jesus, but 
such dispossession is not a matter of just one 



leaving, as Mark’s gospel will show.  The 
disciples are finding it hard to leave their 
preconceptions about the messiah, about 
suffering, about who should be first and last; 
and in Gethsemane the disciples will leave 
everything not to follow Jesus, but to run 
away from Him. 
 
Jesus assures Peter that those who do not 
give up the “everything” of possessions and 
relationships for the sake of following Him 
and the gospel with which He identifies 
Himself, will receive a hundredfold:  new 
relationships in the new family of Jesus’ 
followers, anew possessions that are the fruit 
of doing and hearing the Word of God, and 
the most cherished possession of all, the 
eternal life they had witnessed the man was 
seeking.  But with all these benefits will 
come persecution, for no disciple can escape 
the cross. 
 

 

In the first reading, prudence and wisdom 
are lifted up as more important than riches 
or power.  In what areas of life are you in 
need of God’s gifts of wisdom and right 
judgment? 
 
The psalmist sings, “Fill us at daybreak with 
your kindness, that we may shout for joy 
and gladness all our days.”  What brings you 
the deepest joy at this moment in your life? 
 
The author of Hebrews writes “The word of 
God is living and effective.”  How do you 

engage with the Word of God daily in your 
life of faith? 
 
Today’s gospel provides a good example of 
a man whose possessions “own him” rather 
than hm owning his possessions.  How 
might God be calling you to give up certain 
material things in order to gain greater 
freedom in the spiritual life? 
 

 

Our Parish Feast Day 
This year The Feast of St. Ignatius of 
Antioch, our Patron Saint, actually falls next 
Sunday:  October 17th.  The color of the day 
is RED in honor of his shedding of his blood 
for Christ and the sake of the gospel.  You 
are invited to help us make our parish feast 
day even more special and celebrative by 
wearing something RED to add to the 
environment and the day’s festivity. 
 
It is also the day that our Grand Raffle 
comes to fulfillment with the drawing of the 
winning tickets, with the Grand Prize for a 
round trip for two to Spain!  I hope you will 
plan to be with us for this special day and 
celebration. 
 

 



 

…to those who faithfully clean and prepare 
the church and bathrooms for the weekend 
and week ahead:  Rose Salamanca, Carole 
Miller, Al Cosce, Reno and Thelma 
Benasfre, Finian Anyanwu, and Steve 
Rojek. 

…to those who assist Estrella Rusk with 
financial responsibilities, accounting, 
recording, banking. 

…to those who volunteer in the office:  Bev 
Iacona, Alicia Perez, and Melodye 
Costanza. 

…to our Cantors who support our sung 
prayer each week. 

…to our parking lot security team:  Don 
Benson, Steve Rojek, Jose Perez, Dave 
Simpson, Tony Gumina, and Brian 
McCoy. 

…to all of our Catechists who assist Shelli 
Daviess in our Faith Formation Program. 

…to all our Liturgical Ministers:  ushers, 
greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Art & Environment Committee 
Members, Members of the Liturgy 
Committee, Altar Guild, Acolytes, Altar 
Servers. 

 

Weekday Liturgy 
We were greatly surprised to learn that the 
parts for the new wireless fire alarm system 
have come and will be installed during the 
days of this coming week.  Until just a few 
days ago, we had been informed that the 
parts would not be available until sometime 
in December.  As a result, Daily Liturgy will 
not be possible during the days of this 
coming week:  Monday, October 11th 
through Friday, October 15th. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, support, 
and patience.  This is a very important part 
of the Expansion Project and one of the final 
pieces to be put into place. 
 
St. Ignatius of Antioch Will Participate in a 
Parish-wide Survey for the Diocese of 
Oakland  
St. Ignatius of Antioch will be participating 
in a parish survey about discipleship 
conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute for the Diocese of Oakland’s 
Mission Assignment Project.  We invite 
your participation. 
 
We ask that you complete this 10-15 minute 
survey online.  The survey can be accessed 
through an online link October 18-
November 21.  The survey questions will 
ask you to reflect on your own spiritual 
growth and enable you to provide feedback 
on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All 
responses will be confidential; the parish 
will only receive information about the 



community as a whole. We will share the 
link with you via Flocknote.  Further 
information will be provided at all weekend 
Masses October 16-17. 
 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz,  
Pastoral Associate 
To attain Spiritual Life, one must have a 
different relationship to material things.  
Things of matter are not there to gain power 
or make us feel better about ourselves.  They 
are there so we can see through them to the 
God who created them all.  The Jesuit 
archaeologist, Teilhard DeChardin looked at 
rocks in China and marveled at the wisdom 
of God.  It's all about letting go and being 
gracious with what you have.  It's about 
recognizing God in all things. 
 
Both St. Francis and St. Damien recognized 
God in the marked faces of lepers.  They 
saw God in all material things.  We, too, 
must recognize the Creator in the things 
around us.  We are dependent on God for 
our basic needs: food, clothing and shelter, 
but do we see His hand in how these things 
come to us?  It is all by His gift.  We are not 
here to possess them, but to be grateful for 
them.  If you have food, do not complain 
about the quality.  If you have clothes, do 
not covet more.  A sparkly dress does not 
bring you closer to God.  Go through your 
closet and give away some things that may 
keep others warm. 
 
The point of the Gospel today is to lose our 
attachments, to refocus our attachment to 
God, not the things He made.  We have to 
pare down so He can fill us up.  But in doing 
this, we must also learn how to rejoice in 
God's goodness and creativity.  In letting go, 
we gain so much more. 
 
Sometimes, when I am feeling bad about 
myself, I want to fill it up with things, the 
best wine, a new dress, a colorful tee shirt.  I 

redo the rooms in my house thinking that 
will remake something inside me.  But, it 
never works.  Only in prayer before my 
Maker can I see the goodness He has placed 
within me.  There is nothing in existence 
that is not touched by His hand.  That is why 
we honor the earth and its creatures.  We 
share in God's creative Spirit when making 
objects of beauty and tools that make life 
easier. 
 
When we see the Redwoods, it is easy to see 
the sacredness of matter.  Can we adopt the 
same attitude with those we don't like so 
much, or ourselves when we have made 
mistakes?  Can we see the Tree of the Cross 
in the trees that are now losing their leaves 
so that their life force can rejuvenate 
underground during the winter?  We must 
bring our hearts into the experience of dying 
and rising, so eloquently expressed in this 
season.  What is the often repeated saying: 
“Let go and Let God.”  Let us bless the 
Creator and all material expressions of His 
Goodness.  Awake, my soul, to the beauty of 
the earth and the grace to heal what has been 
torn apart.  Awake to the meaning of the 
autumn season and the beauty of the divine 
deep in all things. 
 
We would like to have 100% participation 
by our parishioners!  The information from 
the survey will be invaluable to Fr. Robert 
and our various ministries as we plan for the 
future and strive to be the best disciples we 
can be.  We will receive the results this 
spring, at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 
 
If you prefer to complete a paper copy, you 
may pick up a paper copy of the survey after 
each weekend Mass in the narthex of the 
church.  To submit the completed paper 
survey, please drop it off when you come to 
Liturgy or in the parish office during office 
hours.  If you would like assistance in 



completing the paper survey, there will be 
two survey sessions held in the parish office:  
Wednesday, October 20 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, October 23 at 10:00 a.m.  Come 
by and we will help you complete the survey 
and collect it from you when done.  
   
Thank you for helping with this important 
project for our parish and the Diocese of 
Oakland. 
 
Music at Saint Ignatius of Antioch 
By Peter Degl'Innocenti, 
Pastoral Associate 
Music.  What is music?  Music may be a lot 
of different things to people but if we were 
to strip it down to its barest essentials, music 
is defined as having pitch and duration.  A 
single note of any pitch held for any amount 
of time is music; e.g., the sound derived 
from the striking of a bell, “bongggggg.”  A 
deep resonating bong can be the sad one 
note music of a tolling bell.  With the onset 
of the 2019 pandemic, it was a death knell 
for many, but not for our cantors. 
 
In late 2019 we had 18 members in our choir 
under the artful direction of Don Pearson 
who was our Organist and Director of 
Music.  Music is an integral part of all our 
liturgies and with the cantors and choir to 
lead us, the whole congregation filled the 
church engaged in spirit-filled singing.  We 
literally stunned visiting priests and bishops 
with our full, uninhibited participation in 
singing all portions of the Liturgy. 
  
But when Covid restrictions were placed 
upon us and the doors to the church were 
closed, Don was furloughed.  Don suffered 
further health setbacks and his return was 
not to be.  When the doors were reopened, 
we greatly appreciated the interim musical 
giftedness of Bill Vaughan and the eight 
cantors who could not forsake their love for 
music or our need to have it in worship.  

Those eight are: Alicia Perez, Maryann 
Peddicord, Doreen Manalac, Susannah and 
David Nelson, Tom Borja, Cynthia Frank, 
and Rosemary Anyanwu.  As fate would 
have it, we were again to lose our organist, 
Bill Vaughan, to his home parish duties. Not 
even that stopped our cantors. 
  
With nothing more than what amounts to a 
pitch pipe to announce the first few notes, 
the choir has been singing “Acappella” 
(Latin for roughly “Off the Tops of Our 
Heads”).  Not only don’t they have any 
organist to help them sing along, they also 
have to sing through masks! That’s like 
asking a chef to cook without heat or a 
photographer to make pictures without film 
in the camera! 
 
Yet our cantors and music at our liturgies 
continues.  Both Maryann and Alicia select 
hymns and acclamations that are appropriate 
for the meaning and context (readings 1 & 2, 
and Gospel) of our Liturgies and the 
liturgical season.  The same goes for the 
Psalms.  
  
Music and inspiration walk hand-in-hand.  
Along with inspiration is hope.  Hope shines 
brightly on us as we have found an Interim 
Organist in Rosie Davis whom we are sure 
will make our liturgies alive with joyous 
music and singing by the assembly.  Rosie 
has committed herself to us through the 
Christmas Season and to the beginning of 
the New Year.  By then, it is our hope to 
have the new Director of Music and 
Organist in place. 
 
Warm-up your voices for singing.  Start by 
approaching the cantors and thank them for 
their service, dedication, and commitment.  
 
 
 
 



 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – 
RCIA 
Where do you begin? 
 
You just begin from where you are now! 
 
Many adults entering the Catholic Church, 
or those just thinking about it, engage in a 
process known as RCIA. 
 
The RCIA process has several distinct 
stages. These Catholic RCIA stages are a 
good model of faith development itself, so 
this information will tell you whether or not 
your actually in the RCIA process. 
 

• Inquiry:  the initial period 
before you decide to enter the 
Catholic Church. You are 
asking questions and 
checking things out, but are 
not ready to commit. 

• Catechumenate/Candidates:  
catechumenates are those 
who decide to enter the 
Church and are not already 
baptized. Candidates are 
those who have been baptized 
(Catholic or any Christian 
faith), both are being trained 
for a life in Christ. In this 
stage, your developing your 
faith and being “catechized” 
– learning catechism, or the 
basic points about Catholic 
faith and life. 

• Purification and 
preparation: the Catholic 
Church will help you focus 
and intensify your faith as 

you prepare to commit your 
life to Christ and be received 
into the Catholic Church at 
Easter. As you follow the 
RCIA process, you will go 
through a beautiful series of 
Gospel-based meditations 
during Lent, which is the 
time frame of this period 

• Initiation: the culmination of 
the whole process! You are 
received into the Catholic 
Church during the Easter 
Vigil Mass, where you will 
receive the sacraments of 
initiation: baptism, 
confirmation and the Holy 
Eucharist. (If you have 
already been baptized, you 
will not be baptized again). 

• Mystagogy: after reception in 
the Catholic Church at 
Easter, this period lets you 
reflect and learn more about 
the mysteries of the Mass and 
Sacraments that you now 
participate in fully. 

 
 
Each stage of the RCIA journey is divided 
into weekly sessions, led by faith-filled 
catechists. You are invited to come and 
explore your life with God through the 
teachings and beliefs of the Catholic faith, 
accompanied by fellow travelers on our faith 
journey. 
 

 

 
 



A Message from the Grand Raffle 
Committee 
Our Grand Raffle is approaching the end 
with just three weeks until our drawing on 
October 17th.  We have a good chance to 
make this year our most successful Raffle 
ever!  
 
As of October 3rd, we have sold 290 Raffle 
Books. We need to sell just 42 more books 
to exceed last year's total of 332 books. If 
you haven’t bought a book, you still have 
time.  We need everyone’s participation to 
achieve the goal. 
 
To help us reach this milestone, we are 
offering the following incentives to anyone 
who has ALREADY purchased at least one 
book and who buys and turns in the sales 
proceeds of another book between now and 
the close of the raffle at 10am on Sunday 
October 17: 
 
• 5 bonus tickets plus  
• A “Chance” ticket in our multiple book 
drawing for $300.  
 
Sell a book to your Family, Friends or 
Neighbors! 
 
Thank you for your generosity and 
continued support of St. Ignatius of Antioch! 
 
Your Parish Grand Raffle Committee 
 

 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Winter Nights Rotating Shelter opened for 
their 18th season on Monday, September 27. 
St. Ignatius will be participating as a co-host 

in February, 2022. But the shelter needs our 
help now.  
 
Shelter guests are able to shower at the 
Oasis Center located at St. Vincent de Paul 
on Gladstone Dr. in Pittsburg. For a number 
of years, our parishioners have volunteered 
to launder and fold the towels used at the 
Oasis Center. The number of washer/dryer 
loads varies each week depending upon 
number of shelter guests using this service. 
Towels are picked up on Friday afternoon 
and returned the following Monday. We are 
now in the process of setting up volunteer 
schedule for this effort. If we receive 
sufficient volunteers, you would be 
committing to one weekend every 5 to 6 
weeks. If needed, we can also arrange for 
the laundry to be delivered to you and 
picked up when complete.   
 
If you would like more information or wish 
to volunteer, please contact Brian McCoy 
at b.p.mccoy@att.net or 925.408.7735. 
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Expansion Update 
 October 8, 2021 

With much of the major construction complete, there are no new pictures to share 
this week.  

The Contra Costa Health Department conducted a preliminary inspection on 
September 30. The only issues identified were related to work not yet completed 
or appliances not yet connected (e.g. sinks are not installed, refrigeration units are 
not connected to power, gas appliances are not connected to gas supply). The 
bottom line is there were no surprises in the report and we look forward to full 
health department approval. 

Work on the Ansul system and the ‘make-up’ air unit continues. When air in the 
kitchen is removed by the exhaust systems it must be replaced with air from the 
outside. This process must be in balance and verification testing is in progress. An 
‘air balance’ test report is required by the health department. 

The current anticipated delivery date for the stainless steel worktables, counters 
and sinks is October 18-20. Once installed, the final plumbing and electrical is 
expected to take 6 days. 

Fire alarm installation in the sanctuary is scheduled to start on October 11 and 
should be completed in 5 days. The control unit for the entire alarm system is still 
delayed. 

The request for Progress Payment #6 in the amount of $188,423 was received 
from Oliver & Co., certified by the architect and submitted to the Diocese for 
approval. Once paid, the remaining balance on the contract, which includes 10% 
retainage on previous payments, is $193,625.  

Once the current Oliver invoice is paid, the Expansion Fund balance will be 
approximately $104,480. This fund balance changes weekly as donations and 
pledge payments are received.  

The other open contract associated with this project is with Banis Restaurant 
Design. The remaining balance due on this contract is approximately $5,000 as we 
work through some credit requests and adjustments. 

As of today, the outstanding pledges total $90,903. We are deeply grateful to 
everyone who continues to honor their pledge commitment. We are also deeply 
grateful to those who donate to the project using the monthly Expansion Project 
envelopes. The success of this project is due solely to the generosity of our 
parishioners - without your prayers, patience and financial support, none of this 
would be possible. 



Pope Francis joins 
world faith leaders in 
urgent climate appeal 

ahead of COP26 
4 October 2021 

by Brian Roewe 
  

 
Flanked by leaders of major world religions Oct. 
4 at the Vatican, Pope Francis signs a joint 
appeal to government leaders to curb global 
warming and heal the planet. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
In response to the "grave threat" of climate 
change, heads of the world's major religions 
united at the Vatican to issue an 
unprecedented joint appeal to government 
leaders at next month's United Nations 
climate summit, calling for "urgent, radical 
and responsible action" to drastically curb 
greenhouse gas emissions and for the 
world's wealthiest countries to lead in 
healing the planet. 
 
The nearly 40 religious figures, among them 
Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist 
and Hindu leaders, also pledged to increase 
awareness of the climate crisis and actions 
to address it within their own congregations. 
"We are currently at a moment of 
opportunity and truth. We pray that our 
human family may unite to save our 

common home before it is too late," the 
declaration read. "Future generations will 
never forgive us if we squander this precious 
opportunity." 
 
"We have inherited a garden: we must not 
leave a desert to our children," the faith 
leaders wrote. 
 
The joint statement, issued Oct. 4, the feast 
day of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint 
of ecology, outlined the expectations of the 
world's major religions — representing 
about half the global population — for the 
COP26 U.N. climate conference, set for 
Nov. 1-12 in Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
"We plead with the international 
community, gathered at COP26, to take 
speedy, responsible and shared action to 
safeguard, restore and heal our wounded 
humanity and the home entrusted to our 
stewardship," the faith declaration said. 
"We appeal to everyone on this planet to 
join us on this common journey, knowing 
well that what we can achieve depends not 
only on opportunities and resources, but also 
on hope, courage, solidarity and good will." 
 
A portion of the statement was read at a 
"Faith and Science Toward COP26" 
ceremony at the Vatican, where faith 
leaders, all wearing masks, signed the 
document. Francis, who signed last, handed 
the appeal over to Italian Foreign Minister 
Luigi Di Maio and Alok Sharma of Britain, 
president of COP26. Officials from 
embassies to the Holy See from both 
nations, which are co-hosting the climate 
conference, worked with the Vatican to 
organize the statement. 
 
Sharma described the appeal as "a powerful 
call to action for the world." He called for an 
alliance of faith leaders, scientists and youth 
to "turn the tide" on climate change. 
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"Doing so requires us all to play our part, 
every country in every part of society 
mounting a global effort led by those most 
human qualities, reason and morality, the 
head and the heart," he said. 
 

 
Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople addresses the "Faith and 
Science: Towards COP26" meeting at the 
Vatican, as Pope Francis looks on. (CNS/Paul 
Haring) 
 
Each religious leader present spoke briefly 
about the need to protect the environment. 
Those unable to attend because of the 
coronavirus pandemic sent video messages. 
At the conclusion, each poured soil into a 
potted olive tree to be planted in the Vatican 
gardens. They met again in the afternoon to 
discuss how faith and science can work 
together to raise awareness and cooperate 
further. 
 
In prepared remarks for the event, Francis 
said that the world's religious and spiritual 
traditions and science both stress the 
interconnectedness of our world.  
Recognizing the interrelations among 
species, he said, reveals not only the harmful 
effects of human activity on ecosystems, but 
also possible solutions. 
 
"COP26 in Glasgow represents an urgent 
summons to provide effective responses to 
the unprecedented ecological crisis and the 
crisis of values that we are presently 
experiencing, and in this way to offer 

concrete hope to future generations. We 
want to accompany it with our commitment 
and our spiritual closeness," the pope said. 
 
COP26 will be the first U.N. climate 
conference in two years. An abbreviated, 
virtual meeting was held in December 2020 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. This 
year's event is viewed as the most 
consequential climate summit since the 2015 
COP21, which produced the landmark Paris 
Agreement in which the world's nations 
committed for the first time to cut emissions 
in an effort to limit global warming to 1.5 C 
above pre-industrial levels. 
 
The faith leaders, who conferred throughout 
the year in multiple meetings with leading 
scientists, including Hoesung Lee, chair of 
the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, said that "time is running 
out" and that this decade may be the last 
chance left "to restore the planet."  
 
Average temperatures already have risen by 
more than 1 C and are on track to reach 2.7 
C by the end of the century, based on 
countries' current greenhouse gas emission 
reduction commitments, according to 
a recent IPCC report.  
 
"The degradation of our common home due 
to climate change is a symptom of deeper 
social ills," Joachim von Braun, president of 
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences told the 
gathering. "For this reason, it is essential 
that in addressing these challenges, science 
and faith combine forces." 
 
Climate change solutions must include 
changes in consumption, technological 
breakthroughs and policies that recognize 
that human and ecosystem health are 
inextricably connected, the scientist said. 
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The religious leaders urged governments to 
"achieve net zero carbon emissions as soon 
as possible." Wealthier nations, which are 
the major emitters, must lead that effort, 
they said, as well as follow through on long-
promised financing— $100 billion annually 
through the Green Climate Fund — to help 
less-industrialized nations curb emissions 
and adapt to climate change. 
 
They also urged developed nations to 
commit to "loss and damage" payments to 
less-industrialized countries for climate-
related destruction that has already occurred. 
 
They advocated a new economic model that 
prioritizes human dignity, inclusivity, 
ecologically friendly practices over 
exploitation and excess, and "one based not 
on endless growth and proliferating desires, 
but on supporting life." 
 
The statement also called for special 
attention to the rights of Indigenous peoples, 
an end to biodiversity loss, responsible 
financing by banks and investors, and a just 
transition to a clean energy economy, with 
particular attention to employment for 
people working in the fossil fuel industry. 
 
Calling climate change a moral issue, they 
stressed the importance of education and the 
"crucial" role of religious traditions in 
bringing about an "ecological conversion" 
among all people. 
 
The faith leaders also pledged to more active 
political participation on environmental 
issues, and to take actions within their own 
communities to reduce emissions, pursue 
sustainability in their buildings and 
properties, encourage simpler lifestyles, seek 
out ethically produced goods and services, 
and apply environmentally and socially 
responsible standards to investments, 

including shifting from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy. 
 
An interfaith program called "Faith Plans for 
People and the Planet," aimed at leveraging 
religious groups' assets and investments, 
was also launched Oct. 4. 
 
To involve Catholics, the Vatican is creating 
the Laudato Si' Action Platform, a seven-
year roadmap to sustainability for all types 
of Catholic institutions, from families and 
dioceses to hospitals and schools.  
 

 
Pope Francis leads the "Faith and Science: 
Towards COP26" meeting Oct. 4. Leaders of 
major world religions, who have been meeting 
with scientists, issued a statement calling for 
strong climate action from governments and 
committing their congregations to do the same. 
(CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Religious leaders and institutions have 
increasingly turned attention to climate 
change in recent years. 
 
Climate negotiators have said Francis' 
encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for Our 
Common Home," along with statements 
from other faith leaders and the world's 
bishops, had a positive influence on COP21 
in 2015. The hope is that this new 
interreligious appeal will yield similar 
results in Glasgow. 
More and more, the Vatican has emphasized 
the importance of a united religious voice on 
climate change. In November, the Vatican's 
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council on interreligious dialogue hosted a 
multi-day interfaith event to mark the five-
year anniversary of Laudato Si'. And in 
September, Francis joined Bartholomew and 
Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury in 
a first-ever joint message on environmental 
sustainability by the three Christian leaders. 
 
Plans for the Oct. 4 faith appeal began in 
January. Since then, faith leaders have met 
eight times with scientists, including Lee of 
the IPCC and the heads of the Pontifical 
Academies of Sciences and Social Sciences. 
 
Before the event, von Braun told EarthBeat 
he was "pleasantly surprised" with the faith 
leaders' openness to scientific advice and is 
optimistic the statement will deliver "a 
powerful message" to political leaders at 
COP26. 
 
"This summit comes at a point in time when 
the world knows more, is concerned more 
and wants to see more action. And the 
people are moving together. That's why this 
new alliance between science and faith will 
matter at the COP," he said.  
 

 
Brian Roewe 
Brian Roewe is NCR environment 
correspondent. His email address 
is broewe@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter at @brianroewe. 
 
 

 

At Home in Creation: 
Sustaining our happy 
places through radical 

delight 
4 October 2021 

by Brenna Davis 
  

Spirituality 
 

 
(Brenna Davis) 

READ 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother 
Wind, 
and through the air, cloudy and serene, 
and every kind of weather through which 
You give sustenance to Your creatures. 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister 
Water, 
which is very useful and humble and 
precious and chaste. 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother 
Fire, 
through whom You light the night; 
and he is beautiful and playful and robust 
and strong. 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister 
Mother Earth, 
who sustains us and governs us and who 
produces 
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 
— "Canticle of the Sun" by St. Francis  
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Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it 
were, a caress of God. The history of our 
friendship with God is always linked 
to particular places which take on an 
intensely personal meaning; we all 
remember places, and revisiting those 
memories does us much good. Anyone who 
has grown up in the hills or used to sit by 
the spring to drink, or played outdoors in 
the neighbourhood square; going back to 
these places is a chance to recover 
something of their true selves. 
— Laudato Si', 84 

 
REFLECT  
Today we end the Season of Creation in the 
same way we began it, by considering the 
"particular places" that have helped us fall in 
love with creation. As we celebrate St. 
Francis Day, the "Canticle of the Sun" 
invites us to slow down and notice our 
collective home with eyes of wonder and 
awe. 
 
Throughout this series, my co-author, 
Michael, and I have shared stories of 
gratitude and grief about our "happy places" 
— the places where we experience most 
intimately the caress of God. Guest authors 
have also shared personal stories about 
threats to their own particular places and 
how they are working to protect and honor 
the elements of earth, water, air and fire 
where they live, so that abundant life can 
continue to flourish.  
 
As we end a month of reflection on 
the oikos of God, we are reminded that all of 
creation — including plant and animal life 
— has a right to the continued existence of 
their homes and special places. We are being 
called to take action to lovingly protect 
them. Moving forward, we must discern the 
choices we can make to help keep these 
places life-giving.  
 

At the same time, we know that the hard 
facts about climate change can feel 
overwhelming, and our hope is that these 
reflections on the elements have inspired 
you to reconnect at a heart-level with 
the oikos of God wherever you are, even in 
the midst of everyday life.   
 
Jesus is an inspirational example of living a 
life centered in one's place. He did most of 
his ministry in nature and was radically 
present wherever his feet were planted. He 
was born in a manger, walked along 
seashores, climbed mountains, journeyed 
through the desert and had deep spiritual 
conversations along roads and walking into 
cities. 
 
Even in his final hours, Jesus chose to go to 
a garden to pray. As we go forth from this 
season, what lessons does his life have for 
us about caring for our common home and 
the bountiful creation in it?  
 
This unprecedented moment demands that 
we keep our hearts open and attuned to the 
"cry of the earth and the cry of the poor," 
because decisions made today will have 
direct consequences for the future of all 
creation. 
 
We must unite to make tangible systemic 
changes to how we live on this planet, 
especially in countries like the United 
States. The task is so large that at times it 
can feel easy to lose hope or become 
paralyzed because any particular action we 
take will not be enough to fix the entire 
system.  
 
Paradoxically, in the midst of this global 
storm that threatens to overwhelm us, we are 
being invited to root ourselves in our 
particular places and in the daily spiritual 
practices of gratitude, childlike wonder and 



heart-centered connection that provide 
ongoing conversion. 
 
While collective action for systemic change 
is necessary, we must find gentle, personal 
ways to sustain our inner fires in order to 
build the just, loving and healthy world that 
God desires.  
 
To close the series, I'd like to share one last 
story from EarthBeat editor Barbara Fraser 
that is a practice that might help carry us 
forward on this journey. 
 
As we spoke about gratitude for particular 
places, Barbara told me about a time she 
went to reconciliation and received a 
delightfully unorthodox suggestion from her 
priest. 
 
"My pastor at the time did not use the term 
'penance,'" she said. "Instead he called it an 
'act of satisfaction.' It was early spring in 
Appalachia, and the act of satisfaction he 
gave me was: 'Go for a walk in the woods 
and remember that all of this was made for 
you.' That was more than 35 years ago, and I 
still remember it." 
 
While we know that all of creation has 
inherent dignity and value, it is also true that 
God created the world for you, in particular, 
to delight in. Take a moment to breathe 
deeply, pause and ponder that. 
 
Seriously — take a moment now. This is a 
big deal! All this was made for you. How 
might this perspective break open your heart 
and permeate your relationship with the 
places where you are? 
 
Keep noticing. Keep breathing. Keep taking 
personal and structural action. Keep 
participating in the radical act of delighting 
in creation as we continue working together 
to protect and cherish the holy ground on 

which we live and the particular places that 
we love.   
 

• How does the phrase "all of this was made 
for you" make you feel? Does it affect your 
understanding or relationship with the rest of 
creation? 

• What ideas, stories or practices mentioned 
this month would you like to remember? 

• How can you help to ensure your "happy 
place" remains life-giving? 

 
ACT 
Today begins the 40 day journey of prayer 
and discernment in preparation for the 
launch of the Laudato Si Action Platform.  
Consider choosing a daily ecospirituality 
practice for the next 40 days. Find some 
ideas below, or choose a different practice 
that sustains your sense of awe and love for 
creation:  
 

• Visit your "happy place" weekly or daily, if 
possible. 

• Commit to learning one answer daily to this 
40 question bioregional quiz. 

• Take an awe-walk daily and delight in 
creation. 

• Listen to your breath as a prayer practice to 
connect with all of creation. 

• Pick up litter every time you see it. Pray for 
everyone who touched it or was impacted by 
its life cycle from extraction of the materials 
from which it is made to the person who 
dropped it. 

• Say a short prayer of gratitude every time 
you encounter water or notice wind. 

• Engage in spiritual conversation around 
creation with loved ones or colleagues. 
Example: Ask people about their first 
memory in nature, their favorite tree or pet, 
or where their "happy place" is physically 
located. 

• Practice an "act of satisfaction" each week. 
• Pray daily for the world leaders who will 

meet in October for the U.N. Conference 
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on Biodiversity (COP15) and in November 
for the U.N. Climate Conference (COP26). 

• Commit to creativity and play: walk outside 
in the rain, create nature sketches or art, 
write songs or use any other talents you have 
to honor your “happy place." 
 

Manila is sinking, 
and Catholics 
must take 
environment 
seriously, bishops 
say 

3 October 2021 
by Catholic News Service 

 

 
• Floodwaters surround homes in 

Manila, Philippines, following 
Typhoon Vamco in 2020. Besides 
being battered by increasingly severe 
storms, the city is at serious risk 
from rising sea levels, bishops warn. 
(CNS photo/Presidential handout 
photo via Reuters) 

• Two Philippine bishops have raised 
the alarm about rising sea levels that 

make Manila one of the fastest-
sinking cities in the world. 

• Ucanews.com reported Bishop Pablo 
Virgilio David, president of the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference of the 
Philippines, and Bishop Arturo 
Bastes of Sorsogon reminded 
Catholics to take Pope Francis' 
environmental encyclical Laudato 
Si' seriously. 
 

 
Bishop Pablo Virgilio David of 
Calocan, Philippines, who heads 
that country's conference of 
bishops, is pictured in a 2019 
photo. (CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey) 
 

• "Attention coastal parishes in 
Navotas and Malabon. ... Let us 
please put the climate crisis among 
our top pastoral priorities for social 
action," David wrote on his 
Facebook page. 

• He was referring to a report by 
Greenpeace East Asia claiming that 
by 2030, Manila's densely populated 
land area would become a lake. 
According to the study, the sea level 
has been rising at "unprecedented 
rates" over the past decade due to 
climate change caused by 
environmental abuse. 

• The report said much of the city's 
land mass would feel the impact of 
floods in 10 years, meaning more 
than 1.54 million Manila residents 
would be displaced. 
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• David said parishioners have long 
felt the effects of floods and the rise 
of coastal waters due to typhoons, 
yet many had continued throwing 
garbage into bodies of water, 
reported ucanews.com. 

• "We have felt the continuing and 
extreme sea level rise in the past 
decades because of climate change. 
Now we are being threatened with 
the sinking of our coastlines and 
floods that would displace millions 
of our people and destroy billions in 
our economy. So please, let us take 
care of our environment," David 
added. 

• The prelate cited another study 
pointing to the rise of the sea level in 
Manila Bay of 13.24 millimeters per 
year. 

• "We have reports and data saying 
that metro Manila is sinking by a rate 
of 10 centimeters yearly due to the 
over-extraction of groundwater 
within the region. The more water 
we extract, the more that we are 
sinking," he added. 

• The bishop urged Catholics not to 
rely only on government support 
when it comes to addressing climate 
change and other environmental 
concerns, ucanews.com reported. 

• "The Earth is our common home. Let 
us address it together — personally, 
within our families, by lessening our 
trash and saving our tap water. All 
these little things contribute [to] 
letting our environment heal. 
Otherwise, we will vanish with it," 
David said. 

• Meanwhile, Bastes warned Catholics 
that greed would be the key to 
humanity's doom if unchecked. 

• "Our greed for money up to the point 
of exploiting our environment as a 
common home is central in resolving 

climate change. Pope Francis was 
clear about this," Bastes told 
ucanews.com. 

• He challenged the government to 
prioritize the environment as "a 
pressing issue" like the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

• "I hope the government sees this 
issue [rising sea levels] as pressing 
like the pandemic. The pandemic is 
no reason for us to degrade the 
environment," Bastes added. 
 

A year after 'Fratelli 
Tutti,' it's time the 
church move from 
dreaming to doing 

4 October 2021 
by Marcus Mescher 

  
Parish 

Vatican 
 

 
People attend Mass in the Crypt Church at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington Sept. 16. 
(CNS/Tyler Orsburn) 
 
For North American Catholics, Fratelli 
Tutti's release last October appeared to be 
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overshadowed by the drama before and after 
the U.S. election. The pope's solemn reading 
of the "signs of the times" expressed by his 
concern for the "shattered dreams" due to 
"reductive anthropological visions" that 
degrade, deprive and divide struggled to find 
a foothold among people consumed by 
rising tensions and intensifying political 
partisanship. 
 
This encyclical rebukes the polarization and 
partyism that infects not just our country but 
also the church, condemning the culture 
wars fomenting "us-versus-them" 
mentalities. A year later, it's clear these are 
lessons some U.S. Catholics still need to 
learn. 
 
In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis not only 
confronts widespread distrust and division, 
he also laments that "we are more alone than 
ever," and directs our concern to those 
subject to discrimination, exclusion and 
violence. He takes note of the vulnerability 
of women and the scourge of racism in 
many social contexts, but never 
acknowledges the way the church 
perpetuates marginalization and inequality 
among its own members. 
 
The encyclical's reliance on the gendered 
term "fraternity" and reliance on exclusively 
male sources and examples jeopardize the 
credibility of the document to model the 
kind of solidarity of "a people with a future" 
who are "constantly open to a new synthesis 
through its ability to welcome differences." 
 
The pope encourages us to recognize social 
problems as spiritual problems, which raises 
the question of how the church will address 
its inadequate approaches to religious and 
moral formation that contribute to these 
spiritual problems. 
 

The pandemic both caused and revealed that 
many people have stopped going to church 
and many people have stopped seeing 
themselves as church. 
 
The disruption and death caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic irrevocably impact 
both the composition and reception 
of Fratelli Tutti. Around the globe, people 
are carrying a great deal of pain and grief 
from the human toll we have endured over 
the last 19 months. Beyond the individual, 
social and economic fallout, there is also the 
practical matter that fewer and fewer 
Catholics are participating in parish life. 
 
While a good number of people may be 
faithfully tuning in to livestream liturgies or 
attending in person in order to receive 
Eucharist, a sizable fraction of the body of 
Christ have long felt cut off from the 
community. 
 
This is true for those who find livestream 
Masses an untenable approximation for 
"fully conscious and active participation in 
liturgical celebrations"; those who feel 
unsafe to attend church in person due to 
risks of exposure to the coronavirus; and 
those who have been made to feel invisible 
and insignificant by the church, as is the 
case among many women, LGBTQ persons, 
Black and Latinx Catholics, those who have 
divorced and remarried, widows and others 
whom the church too rarely welcomes and 
prioritizes with attentive pastoral care. 
 
For decades, many North American 
Catholics have viewed the parish more as 
places where sacraments get dispensed than 
as the center of community life. In a 
consumer society, this tends to train 
Catholics to view parish staff as "service 
providers" and parishioners as "service 
recipients." 
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People arrive for Mass at San Jose Catholic 
Church in Austin, Texas, Sept. 5. (CNS/Bob 
Roller) 
 
If laity don't like the music, homilies or 
religious education at one parish, they may 
"church shop" until they find a more 
satisfying customer experience, perhaps 
even relying on online reviews of churches 
that risk comparing places of worship to 
restaurants or retail stores. 
 
This only reinforces the view of church as a 
place to go, rather than a people called into 
community united by a mission to follow 
and emulate Jesus Christ. The pandemic 
both caused and revealed that many people 
have stopped going to church and many 
people have stopped seeing 
themselves as church. 
 
There are many reasons for this, of course. 
Some of it has to do with the 
marginalization of women, the mistreatment 
of LGBTQ persons, complicity with white 
supremacy, and examples of judgmentalism, 
hypocrisy and corruption in a 
counterwitness of Jesus' teaching and 
healing ministry oriented toward inclusion 
and mercy. 
 

Some of it has to do with exhaustion and 
frustration with bishops' tunnel vision on 
some issues (namely, abortion) and lack of 
urgency around other social issues, whether 
that may be systemic racism, anti-
democratic legislation that restricts voting 
rights or climate crises exacerbated by fossil 
fuels. 
 
A lot of it has to do with the moral 
catastrophe of clergy sexual abuse and its 
cover-up. Two years ago, a Gallup poll 
found less than a third of Catholics believe 
priests are honest and ethical. Discrediting, 
shaming and silencing survivors of clergy 
abuse compounds spiritual malpractice by 
the church and robs the faithful of the truth 
of what has happened in our communities. 
 
Where do we turn when the field hospital is 
causing — not curing — wounds? 
 
Even after it has come to light that 
thousands of priests abused more than 
100,000 people, the church is making feeble 
progress toward truth-telling, contrition and 
restorative justice. 
 
A church that excludes some members from 
the Communion table, that relies on 
obligation or guilt to compel participation, 
that protects perpetrators of spiritual and 
sexual abuse, and that constructs roadblocks 
that hinder transparency, accountability and 
prevention has little moral authority to 
condemn harmful cultural anthropologies. 
 
The church is facing a crisis of safety and 
trust. No steps toward solidarity can be 
taken without reckoning with the pain and 
anger, grief and betrayal caused by the 
church. Solidarity will remain a hollow 
slogan unless and until there is a drastic 
change in how power is exercised in the 
church, correcting asymmetries that deny 
power to some and consolidate it through 
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structures that reinforce hierarchicalism and 
clericalism. 
 
When Francis introduced himself to the 
world eight years ago, he presented a vision 
of the church that should be more like a field 
hospital than a fortress. While this gives us a 
compelling image for carrying out the triage 
that's necessary to tend to the wounded, it 
does not fit the scale of the problems the 
church faces. 
 
A field hospital provides urgent care but it 
cannot redress harm or prevent wounds. 
Like Fratelli Tutti, it also sends the message 
that problems exist in the world but not the 
church itself. Where do we turn when the 
field hospital is causing — not curing — 
wounds? 
 
Francis' vision for solidarity finds 
inspiration in the good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25-37). The pope exhorts us to adopt his 
willingness to go into the ditch, taking up 
the vantage point of the one in need, and 
doing what we can to "rebuild our wounded 
world," since "any other decision would 
make us either one of the robbers or one of 
those who walked by without showing 
compassion. ... We cannot be indifferent to 
suffering; we cannot allow anyone to go 
through life as an outcast." 
 
Instead of catering to personal tastes, 
comfort and convenience — as our 
consumer society insists should be the norm 
— we are challenged to "humbly regard 
others as more important than ourselves, 
each looking out not for [one's] own 
interests, but everyone for those of others" 
(Philippians 2:3-4). 
 
This is the costliness of loving God by 
loving our neighbor, of embracing our 
vocation as being "made for love," a love 

meant to forge kinship that is "open to all" 
and "excludes no one." 
 
Fratelli Tutti underscores that love is social 
and political. The fifth chapter is dedicated 
to how love can inspire a "better kind of 
politics" in order to bring people together 
across differences. No doubt the political 
landscape would surely benefit from a more 
robust commitment to practice virtues like 
humility, curiosity and compassion through 
honest dialogue and a shared commitment to 
the global common good. 
 

 
People in Washington pray during a World Day 
for Migrants and Refugees Mass at the Cathedral 
of St. Matthew the Apostle Sept. 26. 
(CNS/Catholic Standard/Andrew Biraj) 
 
But mutual respect, equality and reciprocal 
concern are needed in every arena, and 
especially in our wounded church today. 
Formation happens in our relationships and 
the practices we share; we are what we 
repeatedly do together. 
 
If the local church can be more than places 
where sacraments get dispensed, they will 
have to be home to life-giving rituals that 
facilitate inclusive encounters, foster safety 
and trust, practice authentic and vulnerable 
dialogue, provide both support and 
accountability, and initiate collaboration to 
defend human dignity and rights in the 
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pursuit of peace and justice for all. People 
will have to be invited to shift from 
spectators to stakeholders. Solidarity is only 
possible when everyone consents to putting 
some skin in the game. 
 
This latest encyclical provides a soaring 
vision of catholicity by celebrating — not 
just tolerating — unity in diversity. Francis' 
call to "dream together" of an ever more 
inclusive and interdependent communion 
offers an illuminating and encouraging 
resource in the face of so much social 
fragility and fracture. 
 
Appealing to our dreams is an invitation to 
contemplate who we want to be on the other 
side of the pandemic, so we don't settle for 
the church or world as they are. Dreams 
allow us to tap into our deepest desires. In 
Scripture, dreams reveal what God wants for 
and from us. At their best, dreams can 
stretch what we imagine possible so we 
don't become complacent with an unjust 
status quo. At their worst, they stir up pain 
or play on fear. 
 
In either case, eventually, we have to wake 
from our dreams. A year after the release 
of Fratelli Tutti, we have to take up the 
work of moving from dreaming to doing so 
that these prophetic words find expression 
through shared rituals that widen hospitality, 
animate honest dialogue, and activate robust 
co-responsibility in delivering hope and 
healing to our church and society. 
 

 
Marcus Mescher 
Marcus Mescher is associate professor of 
Christian ethics at Xavier University in 
Cincinnati. He specializes in Catholic social 

teaching and moral formation. He is the 
author of The Ethics of Encounter: Christian 
Neighbor Love as a Practice of 
Solidarity (Orbis, 2020) and The Study 
Guide to the Encyclical Letter of Pope 
Francis: Fratelli Tutti, On Fraternity and 
Social Friendship (Paulist, 2021). 
Utah Catholics ready to answer 
‘revolutionary’ survey that will include 
church members on the fringes 
In the wake of a priest abuse scandal, Pope 
Francis’ historic synod will seek input from 
all corners of the globe. 
 

 
(Rick Egan | The Salt Lake Tribune) 
Parishioner holds a rosary at a Spanish Mass 
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Salt 
Lake City on Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021. Pope 
Francis is inviting all takers to help shape 
the faith's future. 
 
By Peggy Fletcher Stack 
 
Oct. 3, 2021, 7:07 a.m. 
Pope Francis wants to know what you think 
about the Catholic Church — what it’s 
doing well, how it’s falling down, and where 
it should go in the future. 
 
By “you,” the pontiff means people in the 
pews, people not in the pews, Christmas and 
Easter Catholics, former Catholics, priests, 
nuns, the laity, younger members, older 
members, non-Catholics and outside 
observers. 
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Starting next week, the Vatican is launching 
a three-year synod on “communion, 
participation and mission” — a program of 
“listening and consultation of the People of 
God in the particular churches.” 
 
It is an invitation, Francis says, for 
the whole church to question itself about its 
life and mission. 
 
Each diocese in the 1.3 billion-member 
church is being urged to survey its members, 
asking questions about ministering to the 
needs of those in their midst, especially 
those on the faith’s margins. 
 

 
(Rick Egan | The Salt Lake Tribune) 
Families gather for a Spanish Mass at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Salt Lake 
City on Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021. 
 
It is intended to offer a grand as well as 
specific look at the church from the local 
level to the universal and from the top to the 
bottom. It includes a call to deepen 
Catholicism’s relationship with other 
Christian communities. 
 
And, in a bold move, it will ask Catholics 
about how the priest abuse crisis has been 
experienced in every region. 
 
The church “must face the lack of faith and 
the corruption even within herself,” 
the Vatican document says about the 

synod’s purpose. It quotes the pope as 
acknowledging the suffering experienced by 
minors and vulnerable people “due to sexual 
abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of 
conscience perpetrated by a significant 
number of clerics and consecrated persons.” 
 
Everyone has “something to learn,” Francis 
says. “The faithful people, the college of 
bishops, the Bishop of Rome [or pope]: all 
listening to each other, and all listening to 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Such in-depth self-scrutiny is quite 
“revolutionary,” says the Rev. John Evans, 
the pastor at St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church in Cottonwood Heights, “especially 
when other leaders [before him] have not 
tried it.” 
 
Evans will serve as the point man for the 
survey in the Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake 
City, under the direction of Bishop Oscar 
Solis. It will take a year to gather all the 
responses from Utah’s 300,000-plus 
Catholics and then compile them into a 
coherent report. The effort will culminate in 
2023. 
 
“The pope wants to hear from minorities in 
every sense of the word,” Evans says. 
“Listening to the voices of those who are 
often missing or covered over.” 
 
The role of women 
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(Rick Egan | The Salt Lake Tribune) Marina 
Lopez worships at a Spanish Mass at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Salt Lake City on 
Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021. 
 
Where do they see God leading the church? 
The world? What are the challenges of these 
times? 
 
The first issue that comes to mind is “the 
role of women — or the lack thereof,” 
says Rosemary Baron, who works in the Salt 
Lake City area as a hospital chaplain. 
“Looking at the sea of men who are 
supposed to represent all members of the 
church, it is obvious that women are not 
present among them. The sad reality is that 
women are delegated to the perfunctory 
tasks within the church but never to the 
leadership roles.” 
 
There are plenty of “highly educated, 
articulate, profoundly devout women leaders 
who continue to stand in the shadows of a 
patriarchal leadership,” Baron says. “Yet 
these women bring a perception to life that 
only comes from women. Both men and 
women are necessary.” 
 
What would Jesus do? 
 
“He would be the wondrous, inclusive 
person,” she says, “that we see him as being 
in the New Testament.” 
 

 

(Intermountain Medical Center) Rosemary 
Baron, who works as a hospital chaplain, 
says the Catholic Church needs to elevate 
women's voices and presence. 
 
Baron was pleased to see the pope ask about 
how Catholics can “journey” with other 
faiths. 
 
“Some of the richest relationships of my life 
have been in relationships with people of 
other faiths,” she says. “Though privileged 
to travel and live in other countries and live 
[with] the cultural and religious array of 
faiths, people of other faiths in our own 
community are often what sustains me.” 
 
Baron meets regularly with friends from five 
faiths — “Mormon, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu 
and Buddhist” — and, though they “do not 
solve problems, we lift our voices on many 
concerns and always leave our group with 
expanded minds.” 
 
A ‘true shepherd’ 

 
(Steve Griffin | The Salt Lake Tribune) 
Judge Memorial Catholic High School 
Principal Patrick Lambert, shown in 2016, 
says it's going to take time to heal after the 
priest abuse scandal. 
 
Patrick Lambert, the principal at Judge 
Memorial Catholic High School in east Salt 
Lake City, says the church of the future 
needs to be “driven by inclusion.” 
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“If we make decisions based on including 
everyone,” Lambert says, “we can make a 
whole lot of progress.” 
 
That is working in this diocese, the principal 
says, under the direction of the Filipino 
bishop. 
 
“Bishop Solis models Pope Francis in the 
way he leads,” Lambert says. “He listens 
first, then understands, then influences — 
the sign of a true shepherd.” 
 

 
(Scott Sommerdorf | The Salt Lake Tribune) 
Catholic Bishop Oscar A. Solis waits in an 
anteroom before leading Mass in 2018. The 
leader of Utah's more than 300,000 
Catholics is seen as a "true shepherd." 
 
Young Catholics are idealistic, not 
judgmental, and want to serve, he says. “The 
church needs to give them direction, while 
supporting those who are suffering.” 
 
There has been a “breach of trust” due to the 
abuse crisis, Lambert says, and “fallout 
among people who were dedicated to the 
Catholic Church.” 
 
He wonders whether the church is creating a 
safe environment for kids. 
 
“It’s going to take time to heal and a 
genuine acceptance of the fact that real 
mistakes were made,” he says. “Instead of 

giving up on the Catholic Church, we are 
going to do everything we can to provide a 
caring, loving pattern of service, giving back 
to our local and global communities.” 
 
Utah is a “mission diocese,” Lambert says. 
“We are not in the business of throwing 
away people.” 
 
Indeed, during the Black Lives Matter 
protests of 2020, Solis issued a bishop’s 
letter to the diocese, proclaiming, “We must 
learn to listen to the voices of our 
discriminated brothers and sisters and raise 
the voices God has given each of us to 
challenge the culture of death evidenced in 
violence, inequality, and injustice not only 
against innocent lives of the unborn, the sick 
and the elderly, but also of our Black 
brothers and sisters and other people of race, 
faith affiliation, sexual orientation and 
economic status.” 
 
For his part, Brother Basil Franciose, a 
former Utahn who is working to become a 
Benedictine monk in New Hampshire, 
believes the core of Catholicism rests in the 
family, the local parish and religious 
education. 
 
Those three areas have “taken a hit” in 
recent times, Franciose says. “How do you 
buoy up and strengthen those three? How do 
you rejuvenate them? 
 
For the monk-in-waiting, the key is 
education. 
 
“The church is a fount of wisdom on all 
things,” Franciose says. “It is crucial to 
teach the faithful the beauty of her teachings 
beyond ‘Jesus loves you.’ There is so much 
depth in its doctrine, dogma and history.” 
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(Francisco Kjolseth | The Salt Lake Tribune) 
The choir gathers at the entrance of 
Cathedral of the Madeleine at the conclusion 
of Installation ceremonies of Bishop Oscar 
A. Solis as the 10th bishop of the Diocese of 
Salt Lake City. Pope Francis is calling on 
everyone to help shape the faith's future. 
 
The great strength of this synod, he says, is 
that the “Holy Father seems to be applying 
the notion from Catholic social teaching that 
some issues can and should be handled at 
the most local level first. The interest of the 
church is not just with the bishops, lay 
leaders, or those who work in the diocesan 
office — but with all the people.” 
 
So how, Franciose asks, “can we bring the 
wholeness of the faith to them?” 
 
The weakness of such a grassroots effort — 
especially in the U.S. and Europe — is that 
it can turn into a democratic expression, he 
says. “What is the popular opinion of the 
faithful? Should it be taken up as what we 
put forward?” 
 
But the Catholic Church is “not a 
democracy,” Franciose says, and the synod 
recommendations are not “a popular vote.” 
 
To move forward, he says, the church has 
“to be guided by church teaching — and by 
the [Holy] Spirit.” 
 
 

 
For the past several weeks, we have been 
sharing with you that Francis has called a 
World-wide Synod of our Church, which 
begins on Sunday, 17 October 2021, the 
Patronal Feast of our Parish, St. Ignatius of 
Antioch.  It is to be experienced at every 
level of the church:  every country, every 
diocese, every parish is to be given the 
opportunity to participate and respond.  The 
process that is to be followed is providing 
every Catholic the opportunity to respond to 
the following ten questions.  I am providing 
them to you at this point so that you may 
read them over, reflect and pray about them, 
and begin to formalize your questions and 
responses.  After consultation with the 
Pastoral Council, we will set at least one 
date and time to come together to respond to 
the questions and prepare our responses to 
forward to the Diocese, the Papal Nuncio in 
Washington, D.C., and to the General 
Secretariat of the Synod in Rome.  We want 
to make sure the voice of St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Parish in Antioch, California is 
heard. 
 
The Main Question for Consultation - 
Gather the fruits to share: Where in these 
experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit 
resound? What is the Spirit asking of us? 
What are the points to be confirmed, the 
prospects for change, the steps to be taken? 
Where do we register a consensus? What 
paths are opening up for our local Church? 
To help people explore this fundamental 
question more fully, the following themes 
highlight significant aspects of “lived 
synodality” (PD, 30). In responding to these 



questions, it is helpful to remember that 
“journeying together” occurs in two deeply 
interconnected ways. First, we journey 
together with one another as the People of 
God. Next, we journey together as the 
People of God with the entire human family. 
These two perspectives enrich one another 
and are helpful for our common discernment 
towards deeper communion and more 
fruitful mission. The questions 
accompanying each of the following ten 
themes can be used as a starting point or 
helpful guideline. Your conversation and 
dialogue do not need to be limited to the 
following questions:  
 
1. COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY 
In the Church and in society we are side by 
side on the same road. In our local Church, 
who are those who “walk together”? Who 
are those who seem further apart? How are 
we called to grow as companions? What 
groups or individuals are left on the 
margins? 
 
2. LISTENING Listening is the first step, 
but it requires an open mind and heart, 
without prejudice. How is God speaking to 
us through voices we sometimes ignore? 
How are the laity listened to, especially 
women and young people? What facilitates 
or inhibits our listening? How well do we 
listen to those on the peripheries? How is the 
contribution of consecrated men and women 
integrated? What are some limitations in our 
ability to listen, especially to those who have 
different views than our own? What space is 
there for the voice of minorities, especially 
people who experience poverty, 
marginalization, or social exclusion?  
 
3. SPEAKING OUT All are invited to 
speak with courage and parrhesia, that is, in 
freedom, truth, and charity. What enables or 
hinders speaking up courageously, candidly, 
and responsibly in our local Church and in 

society? When and how do we manage to 
say what is important to us? How does the 
relationship with the local media work (not 
only Catholic media)? Who speaks on behalf 
of the Christian community, and how are 
they chosen?  
 
4. CELEBRATION “Walking together” is 
only possible if it is based on communal 
listening to the Word and the celebration of 
the Eucharist. How do prayer and liturgical 
celebrations actually inspire and guide our 
common life and mission in our community? 
How do they inspire the most important 
decisions? How do we promote the active 
participation of all the faithful in the liturgy? 
What space is given to participating in the 
ministries of lector and acolyte?  
 
5. SHARING RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
OUR COMMON MISSION Synodality is 
at the service of the mission of the Church, 
in which all members are called to 
participate. Since we are all missionary 
disciples, how is every baptized person 
called to participate in the mission of the 
Church? What hinders the baptized from 
being active in mission? What areas of 
mission are we neglecting? How does the 
community support its members who serve 
society in various ways (social and political 
involvement, scientific research, education, 
promoting social justice, protecting human 
rights, caring for the environment, etc.)? 
How does the Church help these members to 
live out their service to society in a 
missionary way? How is discernment about 
missionary choices made and by whom?  
 
6. DIALOGUE IN CHURCH AND 
SOCIETY Dialogue requires perseverance 
and patience, but it also enables mutual 
understanding. To what extent do diverse 
peoples in our community come together for 
dialogue? What are the places and means of 
dialogue within our local Church? How do 



we promote collaboration with neighboring 
dioceses, religious communities in the area, 
lay associations and movements, etc.? How 
are divergences of vision, or conflicts and 
difficulties addressed? What particular 
issues in the Church and society do we need 
to pay more attention to? What experiences 
of dialogue and collaboration do we have 
with believers of other religions and with 
those who have no religious affiliation? 
How does the Church dialogue with and 
learn from other sectors of society: the 
spheres of politics, economics, culture, civil 
society, and people who live in poverty?  
 
7. ECUMENISM The dialogue between 
Christians of different confessions, united by 
one baptism, has a special place in the 
synodal journey. What relationships does 
our Church community have with members 
of other Christian traditions and 
denominations? What do we share and how 
do we journey together? What fruits have 
we drawn from walking together? What are 
the difficulties? How can we take the next 
step in walking forward with each other?  
 
8. AUTHORITY AND PARTICIPATION 
A synodal church is a participatory and co-
responsible Church. How does our Church 
community identify the goals to be pursued, 
the way to reach them, and the steps to be 
taken? How is authority or governance 
exercised within our local Church? How are 
teamwork and co-responsibility put into 
practice? How are evaluations conducted 
and by whom? How are lay ministries and 
the responsibility of lay people promoted? 
Have we had fruitful experiences of 
synodality on a local level? How do synodal 
bodies function at the level of the local 
Church (Pastoral Councils in parishes and 
dioceses, Presbyteral Council, etc.)? How 
can we foster a more synodal approach in 
our participation and leadership?  
 

9. DISCERNING AND DECIDING In a 
synodal style we make decisions through 
discernment of what the Holy Spirit is 
saying through our whole community. What 
methods and processes do we use in 
decision-making? How can they be 
improved? How do we promote 
participation in decision-making within 
hierarchical structures? Do our decision-
making methods help us to listen to the 
whole People of God? What is the 
relationship between consultation and 
decision-making, and how do we put these 
into practice? What tools and procedures do 
we use to promote transparency and 
accountability? How can we grow in 
communal spiritual discernment?  
 
10. FORMING OURSELVES IN 
SYNODALITY Synodality entails 
receptivity to change, formation, and on-
going learning. How does our church 
community form people to be more capable 
of “walking together,” listening to one 
another, participating in mission, and 
engaging in dialogue? What formation is 
offered to foster discernment and the 
exercise of authority in a synodal way? 
 

Francis is betting a 
synodal church will 

be a cure for a clerical 
church 
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People attend the Angelus led by Pope Francis 
from the window of his studio overlooking 
St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Oct. 4. 
(CNS/Vatican Media) 
 
ROME — Just days before Pope Francis 
officially opens the two-year process for the 
next Synod of Bishops, an independent 
report into France's history of clerical 
abuse revealed the abuse of more than 
333,000 children at the hands of church 
officials. The report was filled with damning 
evidence similar to those released 
in Australia, Germany, Ireland, the United 
States and elsewhere over the last two 
decades. 
 
The synod on synodality, which begins 
Oct. 9, has grand aspirations to reshape the 
Catholic Church's ability to engage its 
members and revitalize its mission. In large 
part, Francis is betting that a more synodal 
church — that is, a participatory, listening 
church — just might be the cure to a church 
marred by decades of clericalism and abuse.  
The entire undertaking, Boston College 
theologian Rafael Luciani told NCR, is 
"enhancing a new ecclesial way of 
proceeding inspired by a practice of 
transparency and accountability." 
 
For Francis and the organizers of the Synod 
of Bishops, the retooled process is a 
manifestation of the Second Vatican 
Council's call for "renewal," rooted in the 
experience of the "People of God." And 

for some observers, even close allies of 
Francis, this is a make-or-break moment for 
a pope who is trying to ensure that long after 
he is out of office, that the synodal process 
is a lasting reform of the church. 
 
'The opposite of clericalism is co-
responsibility' 
In the opening pages of the synod's recently 
released preparatory document, the church's 
painful history of abuse is put front and 
center as a motivating factor for the re-
envisioned synod process. 
 
"We cannot hide from the fact that the 
Church herself must face the lack of faith 
and the corruption even within herself," it 
states. "In particular, we cannot forget the 
suffering experienced by minors and 
vulnerable people 'due to sexual abuse, the 
abuse of power and the abuse of conscience 
perpetrated by a significant number of 
clerics and consecrated persons.' " 
 

 
Pope Francis and leaders of the Synod of 
Bishops on the family and top officials from the 
synod's general council attend an event in Paul 
VI hall at the Vatican on Oct. 17, 2015, marking 
the 50th anniversary of the formation of the 
Synod of Bishops. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Synods of Bishops, with the first held in 
1967, have historically involved prelates 
from around the world coming to Rome to 
discuss a certain theme for a monthlong 
summit.  
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Last spring, however, the Vatican 
announced that the previously scheduled 
2022 Synod of Bishops would be delayed to 
2023 in order to include participation from 
the entire church, beginning with a local 
diocesan phase to better understand the 
needs and realities at a more grassroots 
level. 
 
"In order for synodality to work, it implies 
building a new ecclesial way of proceeding 
that will affect the way in which we 
understand and live our relationships," 
Boston College's Luciani said. 
 
Part of this process is what some have 
dubbed co-responsibility, which is hoped to 
be the antidote to a clerical church that 
allowed the warnings of abuse victims to go 
unheeded and the cover-up of abuse to fester 
for years. 
 
"The synod's success will be commensurate 
with our ability to include as many diverse 
voices and perspectives as possible," Kerry 
Robinson of the Leadership Roundtable told 
NCR via email. "To achieve that, certain 
ground rules of candor and charity, the 
presumption of goodness in one another, and 
a preferential option for voices often 
excluded are needed." 
 

 
Kerry Robinson (CNS/Courtesy of Kerry Alys 
Robinson) 
 
Leadership Roundtable, which was founded 
in the wake of the abuse crisis in the United 

States, has spent much of the last two 
decades working with dioceses to promote a 
model of co-responsibility as a best practice 
for church governance.  
 
And according to Robinson, "Clericalism is 
at its most pernicious when it excludes, 
invalidates, or dismisses the voices of laity. 
 
"The opposite of clericalism is co-
responsibility — lay, religious, and ordained 
leaders working together to advance the 
mission of the church," said Robinson. 
 
As the abuse crisis began to resurface in the 
United States in 2018 and unravel in places 
like Chile, Francis pointed to clericalism as 
its root cause. 
 
"Clericalism, whether fostered by priests 
themselves or by lay persons, leads to an 
excision in the ecclesial body that supports 
and helps to perpetuate many of the evils 
that we are condemning today," the pope 
wrote. "To say 'no' to abuse is to say an 
emphatic 'no' to all forms of clericalism." 
 
For the pope, decades of clericalism have 
resulted in an abuse of power in the church 
that has gone unchecked and unchallenged. 
The synod process, which begins by 
listening and putting those experiences first, 
is, for the pope and synod organizers, the 
formal means to begin to do just that.  
"To move our church toward the synodal 
vision of Pope Francis and forward from 
crises of abuse and leadership failures, the 
synod process invites us to become fully co-
responsible, to embrace transparency, and 
take accountability for its outcomes," said 
Robinson. 
 
Luciani echoed that observation, saying, "It 
is precisely because we do not have a 
synodal church that clericalism exists." 
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Synodality, he continued, "reconfigures the 
way in which we understand the identity and 
relationships amongst all faithful in the 
church, because it is rooted in baptism and 
the co-responsibility that comes after, and 
not in the sacrament of orders and the 
hierarchical status of a minister." 
 
Synods as a healing process 
As abuse has wreaked havoc in Catholic 
communities across the globe, the synodal 
process has already been seen as one step in 
the healing process. 
 
According to Luciani, in his native 
Venezuela, one diocese recently went 
through a two-year process of discernment 
and formation to build a whole system of 
prevention and correction of abuses. 
 
He said the synod-like process led to not 
only the establishment of an office to 
receive and evaluate abuse allegations, but a 
formation process for more than 100 lay 
leaders, priests and religious that helped 
"implement accountability" starting at the 
ground level.  
 

 
Rafael Luciani (NCR 
screenshot/YouTube/Boston College School of 
Theology and Ministry Continuing Education) 
 
"It has been a unique model of how to build 
a culture that can heal the wounds of the 

church in regards to the crisis of abuse," said 
Luciani, who hopes what he witnessed on a 
local level in Latin America can be 
replicated more globally during the two-year 
synod process. 
 
In Germany, the local church has embarked 
on a closely watched Synodal Path in 
response to abuse scandals. 
 
While some critics have lamented that the 
Synodal Path has the potential to be 
"schismatic" for raising questions related to 
neuralgic doctrinal concerns, such as 
women's ordination and the extent to which 
the church can welcome or bless gay 
couples, the country's bishops have 
unanimously agreed to the process. 
 
In Australia, a national Plenary Council is 
currently underway, envisioned in large part 
in response to the country's Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse, which released 
its report in 2017. 
 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, 
president of the Australian Catholic Bishops' 
Conference, pushed for the council after his 
own participation in the 2015 synod on the 
family in Rome, where he recognized its 
transformative potential. 
 
While in the midst of the country's ongoing 
Plenary Council, he told NCR that one 
major takeaway that he would offer to the 
universal church is to realize that synods can 
be a complicated process — and that's OK. 
 
"There's no shortcut once you enter a 
process of serious discernment. It's slow and 
messy. Dictatorship is always quicker and 
cleaner," he said. 
 
"The danger is to lose your nerve, to think 
it's all out of control when it's not," he 
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added. "The call is to trust the process and 
the Holy Spirit who stirred the process and 
sustains it. The Spirit is moving in new and 
unexpected ways in the church both here 
and around the world, but 'the still small 
voice' is hard to hear in the midst of all the 
often contradictory voices." 
 

 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane 
celebrates the Eucharist during the opening 
Mass for Brisbane members of the first assembly 
of the Plenary Council in Brisbane, Australia, 
Oct. 3. (CNS/Courtesy of Australian bishops' 
conference) 
 
Francis is likely to offer a similar message 
when on Oct. 9 he addresses synod delegates 
at the Vatican's synod hall and six 
testimonials are offered from different 
continents. The following day, on Oct. 10, 
he will celebrate the synod's opening Mass 
at St. Peter's Basilica. The bishops of every 
diocese around the globe have been asked to 
formally open the process in their home 
dioceses on Oct. 17. 
 
From the United States, the official 
delegation in Rome will include Los 
Angeles Archbishop José Gomez, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; 
Bishop James Checchio of Metuchen, New 
Jersey; Mercy Srs. Marie Mechtild 
Wasserthal and Mary Simone Haakansson; 
and U.S. bishops' conference representatives 
Joanna Kohorst and Richard Coll. 
 

Their arrival in Rome comes at a time when 
the U.S. church is especially divided over 
issues back at home regarding President Joe 
Biden and whether pro-choice Catholic 
politicians should be denied Communion. 
 
But for Coleridge, such issues shouldn't 
distract from the synod process. 
 
"Resist the infiltrations of politics and 
ideology at all costs: there's something 
greater than Solomon here," he advised. 
"Live with the polarizations and rise above 
them, which requires lateral thinking and a 
fresh evangelical imagination à la Pope 
Francis." 
 
Following this weekend's official launch, the 
synodal process will continue — extending 
beyond the diocesan phase to a national 
phase, followed by a continental phase and 
culminating eventually in fall 2023 in Rome. 
 
Coleridge's advice to all: "Enjoy the ride: It's 
extraordinary."  
 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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Coat Drive 
November 6/7 

 
 

 
 

Bring a jacket or coat in good condition to 
the Church on the weekend  

of November 6 & 7 
All sizes – Adult or Child 

Before or after Mass 
All coats will be given to those in our 

community who need one for the coming 
cold weather. 

 
Sponsored by our Confirmation Class 



WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
A few hours twice a month will keep a senior from going hungry! 
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region needs volunteers to deliver  
grocery bags on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month to  
seniors in Antioch and Pittsburg. The Grocery Bag Program,  
a partnership of MOW Diablo Region and the Food Bank of  
Contra Costa and Solano, provides groceries to seniors who  
can cook simple meals but can’t travel to the food bank.

To learn more, contact Casey Claibourne at 925.448.3695 or 
cclaibourne@mowdr.org. To sign up to volunteer, apply online  
at https://www.mowdiabloregion.org/deliver-meals or contact 
Lee Davenport at 925.954.8736 or ldavenport@mowdr.org. 

1300 CIVIC  DRIVE,  WALNUT CREEK,  CA 94596 •  925.937.8311 MOWDIABLOREGION.ORG
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