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Pope Francis tells 
Vatican diplomats to 
resist 'cancel culture' 

10 January 2022 
by Christopher White 

  
Vatican 

 

 
Pope Francis walks near diplomats accredited to 
the Holy See during an audience in the Hall of 
Blessings at the Vatican Feb. 8, 2021. In his 
annual address to the diplomatic corps, the pope 
said that the COVID-19 pandemic can either be 
a catalyst toward achieving a better world or a 
cause to further weaken a world burdened by 
global crises. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
 
ROME — Pope Francis on Jan. 10 used 
his annual address to the Vatican's 
diplomatic corps to warn against "cancel 
culture," which he said has been 
"invading many circles and public 
institutions."  

The pope slammed those who operate 
under the "guise of defending diversity" 
and in the process eliminate "all sense of 

identity," which he said risks "silencing 
positions that defend a respectful and 
balanced understanding of various 
sensibilities." 

Diplomacy, he told representatives from 
the 183 countries accredited to the Holy 
See, is "called to be truly inclusive, not 
canceling but cherishing the differences 
and sensibilities that have historically 
marked various peoples." 

The pope's pointed remarks came during 
an address often referred to as his "State 
of the World," wherein he made a strong 
plea for multilateral diplomacy at a time 
of significant global crises amid 
increased social fragmentation. 

The work of diplomacy, Francis 
lamented, has been "diminished" through 
a sense of mission creep by international 
organizations pursuing "divisive" aims 
unrelated to their founding principles.  

"As a result, agendas are increasingly 
dictated by a mindset that rejects the 
natural foundations of humanity and the 
cultural roots that constitute the identity 
of many peoples," which he said is a 
form of "ideological colonization" that 
"leaves no room for freedom of 
expression."  

"A kind of 'one-track thinking' is taking 
shape," he continued, "one constrained to 
deny history or, worse yet, to rewrite it in 
terms of present-day categories, whereas 
any historical situation must be 
interpreted in accordance with a 
hermeneutics of that particular time."  

Despite such criticisms, the pope said 
that greater international cooperation — 
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not less — is key to confronting the 
multi-pronged challenges facing the 
world, particularly when it comes to the 
global pandemic, migration and climate 
change. 

Francis, who has emerged as one of the 
world's most vocal proponents of 
vaccines to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic, encouraged greater access to 
vaccines and sought to refute 
misinformation about their 
effectiveness.  

"We have realized that in those places 
where an effective vaccination campaign 
has taken place, the risk of severe 
repercussions of the disease has 
decreased," he said.  

Francis also denounced those who are 
swayed by ideologies, "often bolstered 
by baseless information or poorly 
documented facts," which he said had 
created confusion in the efforts to 
vaccinate and protect as much of the 
world as possible.  

"Vaccines are not a magical means of 
healing, yet surely they represent," he 
said, "the most reasonable solution for 
the prevention of the disease."   

In addressing the challenges posed by 
migration, the pope reflected on 
his travels last month to Cyprus and 
Greece, where the plight of migrants was 
spotlighted during his time in both 
Mediterranean countries.  

"Before those faces, we cannot be 
indifferent or hide behind walls and 
barbed wires under the pretext of 

defending security or a style of life," said 
Francis. 

As he has done on numerous occasions, 
the pope said it was incumbent for 
Europe to better coordinate its response 
in welcoming new arrivals from Africa 
and Asia, adding that every country must 
play a role in integrating migrants and 
refugees.  

"No one can be asked to do what is 
impossible for them, yet there is a clear 
difference between accepting, albeit in a 
limited way, and rejecting completely," 
he said.  

"Sadly, we must also note that migrants 
are themselves often turned into a 
weapon of political blackmail, becoming 
a sort of 'bargaining commodity' that 
deprives them of their dignity," Francis 
added.   

As Francis addressed the issue of climate 
change, the pope lamented that last 
November's meeting of world leaders in 
Glasgow, known as COP26, produced 
results that "were rather weak in light of 
the gravity of the problem to be faced."  

The road to tackling the environmental 
crises is "complex and appears to be 
long, while the time at our disposal is 
shorter and shorter," Francis warned.  

The world's challenges, Francis said to 
the diplomats, are interconnected, and 
therefore, their solutions, he argued, 
must be faced together through 
"cultivating dialogue and fraternity 
among one another." 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/pope-francis-uses-christmas-day-message-plead-equitable-access-vaccines
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/returning-migrant-hotspot-lesbos-pope-francis-chides-world-leaders-indifference-kills
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/returning-migrant-hotspot-lesbos-pope-francis-chides-world-leaders-indifference-kills
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/earthbeat-weekly-cop26-results-are-still-too-little-though-perhaps-not-too-late
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As the pope concluded his 45-minute 
speech in the Hall of Blessings inside the 
facade of St. Peter's Basilica — and as 
global pandemic enters its third calendar 
year — Francis pleaded for a different 
sort of contagion to define the year 
ahead. 

"The gift of peace is 'contagious,'"' he 
said. "It radiates from the hearts of those 
who long for it and aspire to share it, and 
spreads throughout the whole world." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email 
address is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow 
him on Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 

 

Monday Starter: 
Seminar will focus 
on potential role of 
Catholic sisters in 
upcoming synod 

10 January 2022 
by Chris Herlinger 

  
News 

 
Pope Francis greets nuns during his general 
audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican 
Jan. 5. Francis has said women religious 
play an essential role in the synodal process 
through their prayers and participation and 
by listening to people not usually part of 
such church activities. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring) 
 
Editor's note: Global Sisters Report's 
Monday Starter is a weekly feature from 
GSR staff writers that rounds up news from 
or about women religious that you may 
otherwise have missed. 

It is no secret that the synod on synodality is 
coming up, and that as part of the synod 
process, Pope Francis is asking every 
member of the church to examine their roles 
and what the Holy Spirit is calling them to 
do. 

But what does that mean, really? 

 
The Center for the Study of Consecrated 
Life at Catholic Theological Union in 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/christopher-white
mailto:cwhite@ncronline.org
https://twitter.com/cwwhite212
https://twitter.com/cwwhiteNCR
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/chris-herlinger
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/topics/news/all
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/ncr-feature-series/synod-synodality
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Chicago hopes to answer that question at 
a virtual seminar at 7 p.m. CST on Jan. 12. 
Specifically, the seminar will examine how 
consecrated religious are called to 
participate in the process, what they are 
invited to offer to the synod and what they 
may receive. 

The seminar is free, but registration is 
required. 

The seminar will be led by Sacred Heart Sr. 
Maria Cimperman and Boston College 
School of Theology and Ministry professor 
Rafael Luciano. Cimperman is director of 
the Center for the Study of Consecrated Life 
and author of Religious Life for Our World: 
Creating Communities of Hope. She was 
named by the International Union of 
Superiors General to a four-person 
commission that created a synodal process 
for congregations and who will encounter 
the responses from religious congregations 
and offer a synthesis for the synod. 

Luciano is an expert on the Theological 
Commission of the General Secretariat of 
the Synod of Bishops and on the faculty at 
the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello in 
Caracas, and is a member of the Theological 
Advisory Team of the Presidency of CLAR 
(Latin American Confederation of 
Religious). 

 

 
Daughter of Wisdom Sr. Jean Quinn speaks Feb. 
10, 2020, at an opening session of the United 
Nations' Commission on Social Development 
meeting on homelessness. Quinn is the executive 
director of UNANIMA International, a U.N.-
based coalition of Catholic congregations 
focused on concerns of women, children, 
migrants and the environment. (GSR photo / 
Chris Herlinger) 
 
Advocates hail UN resolution on 
homelessness 

Advocates for people who are homeless are 
hailing a resolution on homelessness by 
the United Nations General Assembly, the 
U.N.'s main deliberative body. 

The resolution approved Dec. 16 urges 
U.N.-member states to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination against those experiencing 
homelessness and to decriminalize 
homelessness. It also notes the need to 
recognize the context of homelessness in the 
ongoing global pandemic. 

The approval came after the U.N's Third 
Committee — a group that approves 
preliminary resolutions before they go to the 
General Assembly — approved the measure 
Nov. 19. 

The resolution strengthens efforts to raise 
the visibility of the problem of homelessness 

https://ctu.edu/event/synodality-in-religious-life/
https://ctu.edu/event/synodality-in-religious-life/
https://ctu.edu/event/synodality-in-religious-life/
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-Life-Our-World-Communities/dp/1626983801/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2D2U0XM7RS0JB&keywords=Religious+Life+for+Our+World%3A+Creating+Communities+of+Hope&qid=1641410460&sprefix=religious+life+for+our+world+creating+communities+of+hope%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-Life-Our-World-Communities/dp/1626983801/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2D2U0XM7RS0JB&keywords=Religious+Life+for+Our+World%3A+Creating+Communities+of+Hope&qid=1641410460&sprefix=religious+life+for+our+world+creating+communities+of+hope%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
https://www.ncronline.org/preview/international-union-superiors-general-advocates-women-sees-influence-grow
https://www.ncronline.org/preview/international-union-superiors-general-advocates-women-sees-influence-grow
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod/en.html
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod/en.html
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod/en.html
https://www.clar.org/
https://www.clar.org/
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
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globally, said Daughter of Wisdom Sr. Jean 
Quinn. 

"This new resolution is a monumental step 
in the right direction highlighting 
homelessness with all 193 member states," 
said Quinn, who heads the U.N.-based 
advocacy coalition UNANIMA 
International and co-chairs the Working 
Group to End Homelessness, which brings 
together sister congregations and other 
U.N. groups concerned about the problem. 

"We spent the past year working on the 
document, helping member states to 
recognize that homelessness has many forms 
including ones that are not commonly 
thought of as 'homeless,' including doubling 
up, living in situations of abuse, whether 
physical or emotional, living in inadequate 
housing," Quinn told GSR in an email. 

"These forms of homelessness are present in 
the Global North and Global South alike and 
are traumatizing; they affect women 
children and girls significantly." 

UNANIMA and the Working Group to End 
Homelessness have been increasingly visible 
on the issue at the United Nations, which 
had historically not focused much attention 
on the issue. But that has changed, 
particularly after a series of landmark 
meetings in 2020 at the United Nations in 
New York focused attention on the 
problem. (GSR covered those meetings as 
part of "A Place to Call Home," an award-
winning series about sisters who aid those 
who are homeless or lack adequate shelter.) 

"Homelessness is a global concern and must 
be addressed at the highest level of the 
General Assembly," said Mohamed Siad 
Doualeh, Permanent Representative of 
Djibouti to the United Nations, who co-
chaired the Third Committee's 76th session 

in 2021, and quoted by the homelessness 
working group. 

The resolution, the group notes, calls on 
U.N-member states "to address the structural 
drivers of homelessness. These drivers 
include inequalities, poverty, a loss of 
housing and livelihood as well as limited 
access to decent job opportunities, 
affordable housing, social protection, land, 
and affordable energy and health care." 

 
The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., is seen in this 
undated photo. (CNS/Courtesy The National 
Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton) 
 
Initiative to expand awareness of St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 
The National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton in Emmitsburg, Maryland, is 
launching a series of initiatives to expand 
awareness of first U.S.-born saint, it 
announced Jan. 4, the saint's feast day, 
Catholic News Service reported. 

The initiatives build on the momentum of a 
yearlong commemoration of the 200th 
anniversary of the saint's death. 

"Underlying all that we do at the shrine is 
the strong belief that Mother Seton does not 
belong to the past. She belongs to all of us 
today and all those in the future who seek 
greater meaning in their lives and a friend in 

https://www.daughtersofwisdom.org/
https://unanima-international.org/
https://unanima-international.org/
https://ighomelessness.org/wgeh/
https://ighomelessness.org/wgeh/
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/sisters-versus-homelessness-look-back-year-focus
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/sisters-versus-homelessness-look-back-year-focus
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/gsr-series/a-place-to-call-home/stories
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heaven," said Rob Judge, executive director 
of the shrine. 

The initiatives for 2022 include a series of 
essays, continued retreats and an added at-
home retreat, an emailed prayer program 
and the renovation of the shrine's museum 
and visitors center. 

The shrine will publish on its website a 
biweekly series of spiritual essays profiling 
Catholic artists, novelists, poets and 
visionaries, from the perspective of St. 
Elizabeth Seton's life and spirituality. 

Information about the initiatives can be 
found at www.setonshrine.org. 

 
The Bamyan Dar-e-Chast district in 
Afghanistan, is home to 160 people, a 
majority of whom depend on farming to 
survive. Catholic Relief Services says that 
the threat of hunger continues in 
Afghanistan, where it has worked 
responding to humanitarian needs. 
(CRS/Stefanie Glinski) 
 
CRS highlights 'top humanitarian crises' 
for 2022 

Catholic Relief Services, the Baltimore-
based humanitarian organization, says eight 
humanitarian crises globally deserve 
monitoring and attention in 2022. 

At the top of CRS's list are growing crises 
related to hunger in Afghanistan and 
Ethiopia. 

"As COVID-19 spreads, so do the shadow 
pandemics of hunger and malnutrition. 
Many other crises, whether they're driven by 
COVID-19, climate change, political 
upheaval or protracted conflict, require our 
immediate attention," Caroline Brennan, 
CRS' communications director for 
emergency response, said in a Dec. 27 
statement. 

A record 274 million people needed some 
kind of humanitarian support in 2021, 
according to a recent United Nations report. 
That is a 17% increase from the previous 
year, said CRS, the official international aid 
agency of the U.S. Catholic Church. 

Globally, more funding and attention are 
needed for "urgent crises," Brennan said. 

CRS' list focuses on eight humanitarian 
crises that CRS staff believe could worsen in 
2022, prompting more poverty and hunger. 

The situations in Afghanistan and Ethiopia 
are due to, respectively, Afghanistan's slide 
"into economic freefall" after the August 
takeover of the country by the Taliban, and 
millions affected by the conflict in the 
Amhara, Afar and Tigray regions of 
Ethiopia, CRS said. 

Other hunger-related crises cited by CRS 
include ongoing drought in southern 
Madagascar; the five-year war between 
Houthi rebels and government forces in 
Yemen; worsening poverty in Venezuela; 
and endemic poverty and the threat of gang 
violence in the Central American nations of 
El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. 

Also on the list: ongoing economic and 
political unrest in Haiti, made worse by an 

http://www.setonshrine.org/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfsrtzgLLe94wxTavnpL1NKLWtKyDBROUFuNUOFq0oqy1KFF5OuvFDno3-2F75VZPbXg-3D-3DJuA3_H1CA400ZXthKhmgZ-2BaIyQZ4R9swbfoe-2F-2FOZp6ZnP0NRnrk3D0lkDB1NggU7xka-2FnFOGRLmTl6G5bnm-2BbN4mVSv2Tg-2FVu70YcSeLvCeM1IX1DIZ6tqjszneTAf2-2B-2BpgVyMQR9JlOxqwQdErP7EQinqEg6dnaBHP2DBtKjFCgTIIKINKyelUYJ6rv3OGXIAMRBQ68WVDLCIMpZFIxmPJpMbu4I2ddJvARduaJg6MpT0Cqx-2FhE0PFMnyJQGsO-2FqjiKSNjvCbvlHJq1kwp7lcu3OlekP58WOGdi9s3MSNZ4lhCvGPjzDG5vPTnWS0D8phBwdpw7IHPITiFclhENZECAU3V5VxuRjTrzZ4nldl-2BPQtqM-3D
https://www.crs.org/media-center/news-release/eight-global-humanitarian-crises-watch-2022
https://www.crs.org/media-center/news-release/eight-global-humanitarian-crises-watch-2022
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUMC4K2CuErL455q18eFh-2Fe4SjPewtuyNvBM6MKrL3iHvXrHQa8EKOpiiJe0czoDIw-3D-3DR-De_H1CA400ZXthKhmgZ-2BaIyQZ4R9swbfoe-2F-2FOZp6ZnP0NRnrk3D0lkDB1NggU7xka-2FnFOGRLmTl6G5bnm-2BbN4mVSv2Tg-2FVu70YcSeLvCeM1IX1DIZ6tqjszneTAf2-2B-2BpgVyMQR9JlOxqwQdErP7EQinqEg6dnaBHP2DBtKjFCgTIIKINKyelUYJ6rv3OGXIAMRBQ68WVDLCIMpZFIxmPJpMbinXFB2NmKeSAAXykm1Xi1EQwWLHrzlBvMj1BZ-2FOLpjWc10XE7djwTKqTSHLp92bWPEjl5QrNp8w62PZL8lWKiuVFsb4BUoRho1FGOQWgTeYEJjcPRcxTmZhJKHOwPPx2d-2F8t6ybQpU4oulCkgr-2B8HE-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdkJtxZiS9yTIuiN-2F7lTma6WFClCDY2flMWqnXaVBiJih7s8OEBcWI-2FQu397dEp6WA-3D-3DnCZ4_H1CA400ZXthKhmgZ-2BaIyQZ4R9swbfoe-2F-2FOZp6ZnP0NRnrk3D0lkDB1NggU7xka-2FnFOGRLmTl6G5bnm-2BbN4mVSv2Tg-2FVu70YcSeLvCeM1IX1DIZ6tqjszneTAf2-2B-2BpgVyMQR9JlOxqwQdErP7EQinqEg6dnaBHP2DBtKjFCgTIIKINKyelUYJ6rv3OGXIAMRBQ68WVDLCIMpZFIxmPJpMbv-2FjrVxhOEvgPvlXweF-2F7Eirmy3XIVVYU1PuA6BYVmCptMZtS0mEtrZi04t4daeraVyxvlbbFNTnjx-2BXOOdNmEozm2AdNnuUKrE-2BNAzonth25bEjuOxOQOkU42-2FwiY27WCQJhvFQvrN0XSZCtfFVWtg-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdkJtxZiS9yTIuiN-2F7lTma6WFClCDY2flMWqnXaVBiJih7s8OEBcWI-2FQu397dEp6WA-3D-3DnCZ4_H1CA400ZXthKhmgZ-2BaIyQZ4R9swbfoe-2F-2FOZp6ZnP0NRnrk3D0lkDB1NggU7xka-2FnFOGRLmTl6G5bnm-2BbN4mVSv2Tg-2FVu70YcSeLvCeM1IX1DIZ6tqjszneTAf2-2B-2BpgVyMQR9JlOxqwQdErP7EQinqEg6dnaBHP2DBtKjFCgTIIKINKyelUYJ6rv3OGXIAMRBQ68WVDLCIMpZFIxmPJpMbv-2FjrVxhOEvgPvlXweF-2F7Eirmy3XIVVYU1PuA6BYVmCptMZtS0mEtrZi04t4daeraVyxvlbbFNTnjx-2BXOOdNmEozm2AdNnuUKrE-2BNAzonth25bEjuOxOQOkU42-2FwiY27WCQJhvFQvrN0XSZCtfFVWtg-3D
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August 2021 earthquake; and violence in 
Africa's Central Sahel region, where more 
than 2 million people have been uprooted 
and displaced. 

Catholic News Service and GSR National 
Correspondent Dan Stockman contributed to 
this report. 

 

Chris Herlinger 
Chris Herlinger is the New York and 
international correspondent to Global Sisters 
Report and also writes on humanitarian and 
international issues for NCR. His email 
address is cherlinger@ncronline.org. 

 

Vatican cardinal: 
Exhibit shows if 

world acts, 
environmental 
destruction is 

reversible 
10 January 2022 

by Christopher White 
  

Spirituality 
ROME — One of the main organizers of 
the Vatican's 2019 Synod of Bishops for the 
Amazon says a new photo exhibition on 

Amazonia captures both the majesty and the 
fragility of a region that is both one of the 
world's most important ecosystems and one 
of significant importance to the Catholic 
Church. 

"One very strong feeling is just how 
majestic and how fragile it is and only a few 
years ago we probably would have seen just 
the majestic part," said Jesuit Cardinal 
Michael Czerny after viewing the exhibition 
at Rome's National Museum of 21st Century 
Arts (or the "MAXXI" as it is better known). 

"But you can't look even at the most dense 
natural image without realizing that it's not 
as sure of life as it looks," said Czerny of the 
exhibition's more than 200 photographs.  

 
Cardinal Michael Czerny is pictured Feb. 
12, 2020, at the Vatican. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring) 
 
"Amazônia," which showcases Brazilian 
photojournalist Sebastião Salgado's six years 
capturing rare photographs deep inside the 
Amazon rainforest, runs through Feb. 13. In 
the words of the exhibition curator Lélia 
Wanick Salgado (who is also the 
photographer's wife), the landmark show 
chronicles both the "magic" of the region, as 
well as the "devastating consequences" of 
the exploitation of the Earth.  

Visitors entering the gallery arrive in a space 
marked by semi-darkness and the sounds of 
birds, flowing water and rustling of trees. 

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/chris-herlinger
mailto:cherlinger@ncronline.org
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/christopher-white
https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat/spirituality
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/church-must-seek-new-paths-amazon-synod-secretaries-say
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/church-must-seek-new-paths-amazon-synod-secretaries-say
https://www.ncronline.org/person/michael-czerny
https://www.ncronline.org/person/michael-czerny
https://www.maxxi.art/en/events/sebastiao-salgado/
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/chris-herlinger
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Nearly all of the photos are in black and 
white and are suspended in mid-air 
throughout the exhibition space.  

Czerny, who served as special secretary 
during the Amazon synod and in 
December was named interim head of the 
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, told NCR that in a 
region full of color, displaying the photos in 
black and white is "another way of saying 
'pay attention, pay attention' " to a region in 
need of it.  

 

Fluvial archipelago of Mariuá, in 2019 in 
Amazonas state, Brazil (© Sebastião 
Salgado/Contrasto) 

 

Anavilhanas, forest islands of the Rio 
Negro, in 2009 in Amazonas state, Brazil (© 
Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

 

Rio Jutaí in 2017 in Amazonas state, Brazil 
(© Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/synod-for-the-amazon/stories
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/pope-francis-accepts-resignation-cardinal-turkson-head-vaticans-peace-and-justice
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Rio Negro in 2019 in Amazonas state, Brazil 
(© Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

 

Rio Jaú in 2019 in Amazonas state, Brazil 
(© Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

 

Fluvial archipelago of Mariuá, in 2019 in 
Amazonas state, Brazil (© Sebastião 
Salgado/Contrasto) 

 

Anavilhanas, forest islands of the Rio 
Negro, in 2009 in Amazonas state, Brazil (© 
Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 
That call for attentiveness is one that Pope 
Francis has made since October 2017 
when he announced a special synod on the 
Amazon, one meant to discuss both the 
pastoral needs of the remote region and to 
help awaken the world's attention to its 
destruction.  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-announces-synod-bishops-dedicated-people-amazon
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The Amazon biome, which spreads across 
nine countries, is often referred to as 
the "Earth's lungs" for the oxygen it 
produces. Since the late 1970s, however, 
about one million square kilometers (or 
about 390,000 square miles) of its forest 
have already been lost as the result of 
logging, farming, mining, dams and other 
forms of human development. 

Salgado's show has been hailed as 
"stunning" by critics across the globe. Yet 
the artist has said that while he wants to 
raise awareness of the region's destruction, 
he hoped the show would evidence a place 
full of life, not death.  

 
Roraima Mountain in 2018 in Roraima state, 
Brazil (© Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

Pope Francis, in his February 2020 apostolic 
exhortation, Querida Amazonia, following 

up on the Amazon synod, struck a similar 
chord, outlining a series of "dreams for the 
Amazon region" while, also echoing his call 
from his 2015 encyclical on the 
environment, "Laudato Si', on Care for Our 
Common Home," writing the world must 
hear the "cry of the earth and the cry of the 
poor."   

At Salgado's exhibition, Czerny said the 
"cry of the earth" is made clear in the texts 
that accompany the photos, which are 
penned by Lélia Wanick Salgado and 
document the threats to the region. 

The photos, Czerny observed, do not "show 
the scars," such as the brutality of mining 
and debris and destruction. Instead, he said 
that by viewing the "lush and abundant" 
photographs, visitors "carry with us" what is 
at stake.  

"If you look at something that is very 
beautiful and complete, and realize that even 
as you watch it, it is being destroyed, that 
has a political impact," he said.  

Throughout the exhibition, Salgado 
introduces viewers to various Indigenous 
communities from the Amazon — 
documenting their history, local customs and 
the particular threats that they face. 

https://www.axios.com/amazon-rainforest-burning-forest-fires-bolsonaro-1992e7f5-5768-4d1f-a13a-e372db0101b6.html
https://rainforests.mongabay.com/amazon/amazon_destruction.html
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2021/jun/21/paradise-exists-sebastiao-salgados-stunning-voyage-into-amazonia
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2021/jun/21/paradise-exists-sebastiao-salgados-stunning-voyage-into-amazonia
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20200202_querida-amazonia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20200202_querida-amazonia.html
https://www.ncronline.org/node/187586
https://www.ncronline.org/node/187586
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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An Ashaninka family in 2016, in Acre state, 
Brazil (© Sebastião Salgado/Contrasto) 

One key characteristic of the Amazonia 
exhibition, said Czerny, is that Salgado 
seemingly made a conscientious decision to 
include groups whose territories have 
become protected by law.  

"This is not the universal story," Czerny 
remarked. "But you could say that this was 
an empowering choice and that he chose 
situations which show that with human 
initiative, courage and perseverance, even 
very destructive tendencies can be 
reversed." 

While the cardinal said that Salgado could 
have easily chosen to only tell sad stories 
and that of destruction, which perhaps could 
have added to the exhibition's coverage, by 
choosing to do otherwise, he "twists" the 
narrative and offers some hope.  

This, he added, was in the "same spirit" of 
Francis in both Laudato Si' and Querida 
Amazonia.  

"It's the idea that if we do face the reality, 
even if we've made a big mess so far, but if 
we face it with courage and with realism, it 
can be turned around with God's help," said 
Czerny. "And that's good news." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 

 
Monday, 10 January 2022 
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  
  

Week Two: Trinity 
  

Jesus in the Trinity 
 

  

Father Richard points out how we 
misunderstand Jesus and his teachings when 
we think of him apart from the Trinity. 
 
When we try to understand Jesus outside the 
dynamism of the Trinity, we do not do him 
or ourselves any favors. Jesus never 
operated as an independent “I” but only as a 
“thou” in relationship to his Father and the 
Holy Spirit. He says this in a hundred 
different ways—the “Father” and the “Holy 
Spirit” are a relationship to Jesus. God is 
love, which means relationship itself (1 John 
4:7–8). 

Christianity lost its natural movement and 
momentum—flowing out from and returning 
to that relationship—when it pulled Jesus 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/christopher-white
mailto:cwhite@ncronline.org
https://twitter.com/cwwhite212
https://twitter.com/cwwhiteNCR
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/christopher-white
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out of the Trinity. It killed that exciting 
inner experience and marginalized the 
mystics who really should be center stage. 
Jesus is the model and metaphor for all of 
creation being drawn into this infinite flow 
of love. Thus he says, “Follow me!” and “I 
shall return to take you with me, so that 
where I am, you may be also” (John 14:3). 
The concrete, historical body of Jesus 
represents the universal Body of Christ that 
“God has loved before the foundation of the 
world” (John 17:24). He is the stand-in for 
all of us. The Jesus story, in other words, is 
the universe story. He never doubts his 
union with God, and he hands on union with 
God to us through this fully participatory 
universe. 

Many of the Fathers of the church believed 
in an ontological, metaphysical, objective 
union between humanity and God, which 
alone would allow Jesus to take us “back 
with him” into the life of the Trinity (John 
17:23–24, 14:3, 12:26). This was how real 
“participation” was for many in the early 
church. It changed people and offered them 
their deepest identity and form (“trans-
formation”). We had thought our form was 
merely human, but Jesus came to show us 
that our actual form is human-divine, just as 
he is. He was not much interested in 
proclaiming himself the exclusive son of 
God. Instead, he went out of his way to 
communicate an inclusive sonship and 
daughterhood to the crowds. Paul uses 
words like “adopted” (Galatians 4:5) and 
“co-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17) to 
make the same point. 

“Full and final participation” was learned 
from Jesus, who clearly believed that God 
does not so much promise us a distant 
heaven but invites us into the Godself as 
friends and co-participants. Remember, I am 
not talking about a psychological or moral 
wholeness in human persons, which is never 

the case, and why most people dismiss this 
doctrine—or feel incapable of it. I am 
talking about a divinely implanted “sharing 
in the divine nature,” which is called the 
indwelling spirit or the Holy Spirit (Romans 
8:16–17). This is the foundation on which 
we must and can build and rebuild a 
civilization of life and love. Our objective 
ground is good and totally given! 

  

Was Mary 
Magdalene really 

from Magdala? Two 
scholars examine 

the evidence 
11 January 2022 

by Yonat Shimron, Religion News 
Service 

  
Theology 

 
Detail from artist Alexander Ivanov's 1835 
painting "Christ's Appearance to Mary 
Magdalene After the Resurrection" 
(RNS/Creative Commons) 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/yonat-shimron
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/religion-news-service
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/religion-news-service
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/theology
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The findings were heralded with bold 
headlines. Archaeologists excavating near 
the Israeli town of Migdal, also known as 
Magdala, had found remnants of a first-
century synagogue. 

"2nd-Temple-period synagogue found where 
Gospel's Mary Magdalene was born," The 
Jerusalem Post's Dec. 12 
headline declared. Newsweek, Express 
UK and Smithsonian Magazine followed up 
with similar headlines. 

The discovery of the ancient synagogue in 
the town on the western edge of the Sea of 
Galilee is surely significant and adds 
tangible evidence of Jewish life in first-
century Palestine at the time of Jesus' 
ministry. 

But two scholars from the U.S. and the U.K. 
are calling into question the quick 
assumption that the town is the birthplace of 
Mary Magdalene, one of Jesus' earliest 
followers and the first witness to his 
resurrection. 

In a paper published in December, Elizabeth 
Schrader, a doctoral student at Duke 
University, and Joan Taylor, a professor at 
King's College, London, argue that the 
assumption Magdala refers to Mary's place 
of origin is entirely speculative. 

Instead, they say, Magdalene may well be an 
honorific from the Hebrew and Aramaic 
roots for "tower" or "magnified." 

Just as the Apostle Peter is given the epithet 
"rock," ("You are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my Church"), Mary could well 
have acquired a title "Magdalene" meaning 
"tower of faith," or "Mary the magnified." 

"Although there have been various ways of 
understanding her name, no author prior to 
the sixth century identifies her as coming 

from a place beside the Sea of Galilee," the 
authors write in the Journal of Biblical 
Literature's December issue. "Several 
ancient authors actually understood Mary's 
nickname to be rooted in her character rather 
than her provenance." 

The paper is part of a reconsideration of 
Mary Magdalene, long mistaken for a 
prostitute and marginalized by the early 
church fathers. Scholars are reexamining the 
Gospels and early Christian writings in an 
effort to recover the real Mary from the 
diminished figure that emerged from the 
pens of the early church fathers. 

Schrader, a former singer-songwriter in the 
New York pop scene, has been at this task 
for a while. In a paper published in 2017, 
she examined the story of the raising of 
Lazarus in the Gospel of John. Poring over 
hundreds of hand-copied early Greek and 
Latin manuscripts of the Gospel, Schrader 
found that the name Martha, another New 
Testament woman, identified as Lazarus' 
sister, had sometimes shown signs of being 
altered. The scribes scratched out one letter 
and replaced it with another, thereby 
changing the original name "Mary" to read 
"Martha," in a possible deliberate 
downplaying of Mary's role in the story. 

Mary's diminishment took place slowly as 
Christianity grew more patriarchal. Perhaps 
the biggest blow to her reputation came in 
the sixth century, when Pope Gregory the 
Great conflated Mary Magdalene with the 
"sinful woman" who anointed Jesus' feet 
with perfume in Luke 7. That woman is 
never mentioned by name by the writer of 
Luke's Gospel. But for the next 1,500 years 
Mary Magdalene was often equated to a 
prostitute, or in modern parlance, a sex 
worker. 

https://www.jpost.com/archaeology/2nd-temple-period-synagogue-found-where-gospels-mary-magdalene-was-born-688519
https://www.jpost.com/archaeology/2nd-temple-period-synagogue-found-where-gospels-mary-magdalene-was-born-688519
https://www.newsweek.com/2000-year-old-synagogue-found-birthplace-mary-magdalene-jesus-1659709
https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1536483/archaeology-news-synagogue-birthplace-mary-magdalene-bible-magdala-israel
https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1536483/archaeology-news-synagogue-birthplace-mary-magdalene-bible-magdala-israel
https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1536483/archaeology-news-synagogue-birthplace-mary-magdalene-bible-magdala-israel
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.15699/jbl.1404.2021.6?refreqid=excelsior%3A9357d0331990cbff78c36231eb775816#metadata_info_tab_contents
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Joan Taylor (King's College London) 

As Schrader and Taylor demonstrate, there 
was no consensus about Mary or her origins 
in antiquity. In fact, there were multiple 
locations named Migdal throughout Judea 
and Galilee. The fourth-century Christian 
historian Eusebius thought Magdala was a 
town in Judea, not Galilee. 

St. Jerome, best known for his translation of 
the Bible into Latin (a version called the 
Vulgate), said he believed Mary got the 
name Magdalene because she was a tower of 
faith — a "tower-ess" as he puts it in a letter 
from the year 412. 

Later, during the Byzantine era and 
especially during the period of the Crusades 
from the 11th to the 13th centuries, a town 
near the Sea of Galilee known initially as el-
Mejdal became a Christian pilgrimage site 
known as Magdala. It still is. 

"What we're saying is that it wasn't a site at 
the time of Jesus," said Taylor. "At that 
time, there was a city called Tarichaea, 
which is mentioned by Josephus and Pliny. 
But it was never called Magdala in the 
Roman period." 

Journalists weren't the only ones to allege 
Mary was from Magdala. In a statement 
announcing the excavation of the 
synagogue, University of Haifa excavation 

director Dina Avshalom-Gorni said, "We 
can imagine Mary Magdalene and her 
family coming to the synagogue here, along 
with other residents of Migdal, to participate 
in religious and communal events." 

 
Archaeologist Dina Avshalom-Gorni works at a 
synagogue uncovered in Migdal, Israel, in 2009. 
The synagogue contained a stone embossed with 
the image of a seven-branched menorah. 
(RNS/Courtesy of Israel Antiquities 
Authority/University of Haifa and Yoli 
Schwartz) 
 
For some, rooting Mary in the town of 
Magdala is important. Archaeologists need 
funding for their digs. If they can connect 
their work to a biblical figure or event, 
private and institutional funding will start 
pouring in, Taylor said. 

Evangelicals in particular, eager to find 
physical evidence the Bible is historically 
true, are wedded to the idea that Mary came 
from the town of Magdala. So are some 
feminist scholars who want to disassociate 
Mary Magdalene from the sinful woman in 
Luke 7. 

But situating Mary in Magdala also shuts the 
door to Mary's legacy. 

"If you say she's from Magdala it eliminates 
the possibility that 'Magdalene' indicates a 
title of a more prominent disciple," said 
Schrader. 
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Considering "Magdalene" as an honorific 
also restores her dignity, added Taylor. "It 
creates a clean slate for her to be recovered 
in a fresh way." 

Are we all in this 
together? Now is 

not the time to give 
up on building 

solidarity 
 

11 January 2022 
by Robert Christian 

  

 
People in Washington walk along the National 
Mall following a snowstorm Jan. 3, 2022. 
(CNS/Reuters/Evelyn Hockstein) 
 
This is a dark hour. We cannot escape a 
pandemic that has killed hundreds of 
thousands of Americans. The gravest threat 
to the American republic since the Civil War 
— vividly displayed in the Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the Capitol — has not been fully 
vanquished. Extreme polarization and 
enmity undermine the common good and 
any sense of national unity. Rich special 
interest groups dominate both major 

political parties. The Supreme Court is filled 
with ideologues acting like legislators. 
Outrageous economic inequality continues 
unabated. And deaths of despair continue to 
climb. A lingering sense of precarity is 
omnipresent for what remains of the middle 
class, while neither social mobility nor basic 
security seems attainable for most 
Americans living in poverty. 

At a time of widespread dysfunction, death 
and despair, what is missing is 
clear: solidarity. As a society, we lack a 
sense of responsibility for the common good 
and the well-being of others. We do not 
have the sense that we are all in this 
together. And this is what is needed 
to rebuild our democracy and challenge 
a throwaway culture that discards the 
vulnerable.   

But if a pandemic could not engender a 
recognition that our flourishing depends on 
the flourishing of others, can anything? 

Perhaps not. But perhaps the shared 
vulnerability we have experienced during 
the pandemic will reverberate and over time 
slowly undermine the hyperindividualistic 
culture that has proved so catastrophic. 

For those who are not devoted students of 
Catholic social teaching or immersed in 
a communitarian culture, where solidarity is 
a deliberate choice or organically fostered, a 
key avenue for embracing solidarity is a 
recognition of our own vulnerability. When 
we depend on others, when we see how 
much their decisions affect our own lives, 
when we see how quickly our lives can be 
overturned by events completely out of our 
hands, we have a new opportunity to rethink 
our assumptions and remove our blinders. 

The throwaway culture itself exists because 
people distract themselves from recognizing 
and responding to the reality that we are 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/robert-christian
https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/the-roots-of-american-catholic-polarization/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-05-18/a-record-number-of-americans-died-of-drugs-alcohol-or-suicide-in-2019-report-says
https://millennialjournal.com/2017/07/23/we-need-a-revolution/
https://www.ncronline.org/node/194399
https://www.ncronline.org/node/81746
https://millennialjournal.com/2015/04/27/what-is-communitarianism/
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vulnerable. We will all experience sickness, 
suffering and death. All of our loved ones 
are vulnerable to disease and disaster. We 
necessarily depend on others — their care, 
assistance and mercy. 

Instead of recognizing the very nature of our 
existence, many turn to alcohol or drugs, 
consumerism, the obsessive pursuit of 
wealth or material success, the quest for 
higher status or more sexual partners, and 
other distractions that can never deliver the 
communion and security they actually crave. 
But such distractions allow us to cling to the 
myth that we can be autonomous, isolated 
individuals — that we can achieve happiness 
without relying on anyone else. 

Not believing that our lives are woven 
together or that we have responsibilities 
toward others, we feel free to use people 
instrumentally and discard them like 
inanimate objects. Disregarding our own 
vulnerability, we ignore that we too may one 
day be discarded by those who share this 
mindset. 

Ideally we would not need to recognize our 
own vulnerability to see the value and worth 
of an Uyghur facing persecution in China, a 
student threatened by gun violence in their 
own school, a person with cancer trying to 
navigate our health care system to get proper 
treatment without going bankrupt, an unborn 
child in the womb of a poor single mother or 
a migrant fleeing gang violence in Central 
America. We would have a fixed 
determination to recognize the worth of all, 
as well as a relentless resolve to do whatever 
is viable to protect the lives and dignity of 
all. 

But many in our culture, including most 
Catholics, place their political ideology or 
partisan allegiance above such principles — 
or any separate principles at all. Some 
Christians even try to privatize the Gospel 

— turning the faith into a watered-down 
self-help book that lacks vitality. A narrow, 
sometimes reckless, sense of self-interest 
shapes their actions, and they 
embrace libertarian policies that facilitate 
such selfishness. 

So how can solidarity break through in such 
a culture? Through hot takes on social 
media? A statement from the U.S. bishops’ 
conference? A charismatic pope? 

Probably not. Pope Francis has provided 
outstanding global leadership in addressing 
the throwaway culture. He has directly 
challenged American indifference. But he 
has mostly been met with a collective yawn 
in the U.S. The status quo remains largely 
unchanged, even during a pandemic. 

For those who believe in solidarity, despair 
is understandable. Tens of millions of 
Americans won’t even wear a mask for 10 
minutes in small, contained places in order 
to protect the lives of people around them, 
let alone rise to the challenge of the climate 
crisis or the country’s democratic 
backsliding. It is not surprising that many 
young people, who can see widespread 
indifference to injustice and suffering (and 
may very well be the ones suffering), 
are unwilling to bring children into this 
world. And it’s also not surprising that many 
millennials who do have children fear not 
just for their kids’ physical well-being in the 
future but their spiritual development in a 
culture that is so hostile and antithetical to 
authentic Christianity. 

But suffering is not new. And generations in 
the past have seen progress in various areas 
stalled or completely reversed. Our choice is 
to simply give in to despair and give up, or 
to keep moving forward, building solidarity 
where we can and persisting even when its 
absence is acutely felt. 

https://www.ncronline.org/node/170863
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57003722
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Perhaps the widespread vulnerability we are 
experiencing in this pandemic, while not 

immediately overturning the status quo, will 
provide a wedge that opens the door to real 

change in the future. 
 

Instead of abandoning or scaling back our 
ambitions to serve and build the Kingdom, 
we may have to simply live with more 
disappointments and smaller wins. We may 
have to channel more of our ambition into 
the more intimate spheres of our existence 
(while never surrendering our commitment 
to the global common good). 

If we are to have a revolution of solidarity, it 
may begin by spending more time with our 
kids, helping people who live on our own 
street or aiding the refugees assisted by our 
local Catholic Charities. It must begin by 
living with integrity in our own personal 
lives — being witnesses to the power of 
love, joy, virtue, authenticity and solidarity. 

But perhaps the widespread vulnerability we 
are experiencing in this pandemic, while not 
immediately overturning the status quo, will 
provide a wedge that opens the door to real 
change in the future. Maybe conspiracy 
theories, authoritarian impulses and deadly 
libertarian policies will end up in retreat at 
some point, opening the door to a more 
participatory democracy, greater economic 
justice and policies that reflect a preferential 
option for the poor and vulnerable. 

By encouraging people to come to terms 
with their vulnerability and to ponder the 
nature of loss (something we have all 
experienced during this pandemic), we can 
point out the vital link to solidarity. And by 
emphasizing this connection, we can slowly 
help to foster worldviews that are more 
oriented toward communion. 

As the planet heats up, autocracy spreads 
and the problems in American politics seem 

intractable, embracing the long view seems 
grim. But chastened idealism is better than 
nihilistic cynicism. Now is not the time to 
give up. 

 
Robert Christian 
Robert Christian is the editor of Millennial, 
an online periodical on religion, politics and 
culture by millennial Catholics. 

 
Tuesday, 11 January 2022 
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

 
  

Week Two: Trinity 
  

The Pain of Disconnection 
 

  

Father Richard writes about what losing our 
experience of God as Trinity has cost us: 

We have so many people suffering from 
mental and emotional illnesses in our time. 
Many people experience alienation from 
society, their own families, and even from 
themselves. In a word, they 
are disconnected instead of connected. I 
think one of the reasons is because we’ve 
been told we are all on our own. How does 
one overcome such a gap on their own? We 
believe that the ties that bind us have been 
broken and we don’t know how to put 
Humpty Dumpty together again. We have 
been overly reminded of our individual 
nature, not our deepest inner connection 
with each other and Reality itself. 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/robert-christian
http://millennialjournal.com/
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/robert-christian
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The word that emerged in all the great world 
religions for that deepest connection 
is soul, the soul of things. We all use the 
word. Yet it seems we’ve come to doubt the 
very existence of soul, not only within 
ourselves, but in everything else, too. Soul 
implies a symbiotic relationship: once we 
find it here in ourselves, we’ll find it over 
there, too. If we can’t see it over there, my 
bet would be that we haven’t discovered or 
surrendered to it “in here,” either.  

Brazilian liberation theologian Leonardo 
Boff (b. 1938) writes that even the simple 
statement, “I believe in God,” offers us an 
intimate reminder that we are not alone: 
To say “I believe in God” means that there 
is Someone who surrounds me, embraces 
me everywhere, and loves me, Someone 
who knows me better than I do myself, deep 
down in my heart, where not even my 
beloved can reach, Someone who knows the 
secret of all mysteries and where all roads 
lead. I am not alone in this open universe 
with all my questions for which no one 
offers me a satisfactory answer. That 
Someone is with me, and exists for me, and 
I exist for that Someone and in that 
Someone’s presence. Believing in God 
means saying: there exists an ultimate 
tenderness, an ultimate bosom, an infinite 
womb, in which I can take refuge and finally 
have peace in the serenity of love. If that is 
so, believing in God is worthwhile; it makes 
us more ourselves and empowers our 
humanity. [1] 

Father Richard concludes: 

The God within is like a homing device 
placed within us, like those found naturally 
in homing pigeons. No matter where they’re 
released, they know how to find their way 
back home—across thousands of miles in 
some cases! We can think of the Holy Spirit 
as our interior homing device—that 

for all our stupidity and mistakes there is 
this deep internal intuition that we are the 
sons and daughters of God. No matter how 
lost we get, it keeps pointing us back 
“home”—to love, to connection, to 
meaningful relationship with Someone or 
something else, to soul. It’s only God in us 
that knows God. It’s God in us that loves 
God. It’s God in us that recognizes 
God. That’s Trinity 101. 

  Grounded in place: 
When the global 

becomes local 
12 January 2022 
by Julia Gerwe 

  
Ministry 

Spirituality 
 

 
Volunteers with the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth sort through and clear debris from a 
home severely damaged by tornadoes in 
Campbellsville, Kentucky, accompanied by the 
surviving family and friends. (Courtesy of Ellen 
Sprigg) 
 

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/julia-gerwe
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/topics/ministry/all
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/topics/spirituality/all
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Editor's note: Notes from the Field includes 
reports from young people volunteering in 
ministries of Catholic sisters. A partnership 
with Catholic Volunteer Network, the 
project began in the summer of 2015. This 
latest round of the series features volunteers 
in Orange, California; Nazareth, Kentucky; 
and New York City. Read more about 
Julia here. 

NAZARETH, KENTUCKY — As a 
person who struggles with anxiety, the 
technique of "grounding" is an important 
coping mechanism in my life, connecting 
me to my body and to the Earth. There's 
something healing about being rooted in 
place. 

As I returned to my childhood home — in 
northern Kentucky — for the holidays, I was 
reminded of the irony of returning in 2020 to 
my home state to live. You see, having 
grown up and attended primary and high 
school in Kentucky, I vowed to pursue 
higher education out of state and never 
return … which I did, attending college in 
Missouri, only to return to "my old 
Kentucky home" for these years of service. 

It's not that I hold anything against this 
place; I'm just a dreamer enamored by the 
idea that life happens globally, "out there." 
My time living and serving with the Sisters 
of Charity of Nazareth, however, has 
reminded me that life and change happen 
just where we are, so long as we have a 
heart and eyes to see it. 

 
Julia Gerwe (bottom right) engages students of 
the St. Joseph Montessori Children's Center in 
Bardstown, Kentucky, in nature play, fostering 
their connection to nature and to place. 
(Courtesy of Jane Rudnick) 
 
I've reflected often on this idea of "being 
connected to place" through my work in 
ecological sustainability. So often in the 
semi-rural and rural communities where I 
serve, feeling connected to place translates 
to caring about and wanting to protect the 
environment, in support of the Sisters of 
Charity of Nazareth's mission. Getting 
children out in nature, learning to not be 
afraid of insects, inspires a future in which 
they plant pollinator gardens that combat 
the current crisis of habitat and species 
loss and vote for political representatives 
who will prioritize similar values. See the 
picture? Global. 

This theory and my own connection to my 
current physical place changed, however, on 
Dec. 10, 2021, when a torrent of 
tornadoes devastated the western part of 

https://www.catholicvolunteernetwork.org/
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/node/202680
https://nazareth.org/#MISSION
https://earthjustice.org/features/biodiversity-crisis
https://earthjustice.org/features/biodiversity-crisis
https://weather.com/news/news/2021-12-11-tornadoes-tennessee-arkansas-illinois-kentucky-missouri
https://weather.com/news/news/2021-12-11-tornadoes-tennessee-arkansas-illinois-kentucky-missouri
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Kentucky and several neighboring states. So 
many experienced inexplicable loss and 
grief followed by, throughout the region, a 
sleepless and stressful night sheltered in 
place. I remained awake most of the night, 
anxiously awaiting storm sirens and 
checking my phone for weather alerts; but 
here I was in Nazareth, alive with a home 
intact, in the morning light. How was I 
different from my neighbors in 
Campbellsville, 50 minutes south, whose 
homes were destroyed? I wasn't different, 
and I'm still not. Together, we're connected 
by place. My heart told me I had to respond. 

Thankfully, I wasn't alone. The Sisters of 
Charity of Nazareth have been responding 
through their Disaster Relief Team since 
2011. They were "guided by the spirit" in 
the beginning — so says Sr. Luke Boiarski, 
director of the order's Lay Mission 
Volunteer Program — and remain guided by 
the spirit today. In mid-December, the spirit 
guided us, a volunteer team of nearly 15, to 
western Kentucky. The need was local, right 
here in this place. 

 
What remains of a home in Kentucky in the path 
of the Dec. 10, 2021, tornadoes, including (to 
the far left) an intact and standing Christmas tree 
that is a reminder of the devastating timing of 
the storms. (Courtesy of Ellen Sprigg) 
 
Everything a tornado leaves in its wake can 
be classified as a disaster: messy, 
unpredictable and harsh. In western 
Kentucky, we found mature trees pulled out 
of the ground with roots intact. We found 
neighborhoods in which a farmhouse and 
dilapidated barn stood unaffected, while a 
neighbor's home was leveled. We found 
perished farm animals and pets, feathers and 
fur and body parts detached, and large red 
X's painted on homes and cars to signify life 
and death. We encountered communities 
processing fear, uncertainty and loss. 

The week was a complicated interworking 
of navigating the unnavigable, learning to sit 
(or work) with grief, and sometimes simply 
"showing up." Sure, I was an extra pair of 
hands, but I found myself continually 
asking: "What can I really offer these 

https://nazareth.org/volunteer/
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families?" At times, the most I felt I could 
offer was helping a family of survivors 
search for personal items in the rubble of 
their home. Other times, talking and sharing 
a meal with community members felt like 
much-needed therapy for all of us. I showed 
up as I could, sometimes realizing that the 
best I could do was to see the people around 
me and honor the divine light in each of 
them. Guided by this intention, my team and 
I found meaningful work and ways to 
practice accompaniment, striving to walk 
beside people with empathy, compassion 
and love. 

I know that my community will return long 
after short-term relief departs and groups 
have left the area. The Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth are in it for the long haul. And I 
am too — rooted in place. 

The region continues to recover from these 
tornadoes, and parts of western Kentucky 
actually faced more severe weather 
and tornadoes on New Year's Day. This 
torrent of unseasonable and unpredictable 
devastation begs the question: How can we 
move hopefully forward, knowing such 
devastation, grief and loss? This question 
resonates beyond these damaged 
communities at a time when many of us are 
facing uncertainty and fear in the midst of a 
seemingly unceasing pandemic. 

 
Julia Gerwe surveys damage caused by the Dec. 
10, 2021, tornadoes in western Kentucky. 
(Courtesy of Erica Watts) 
 
Uncertainty and fear — emotions that often 
remind us of the fragility of our humanity — 
so often impel us to cast blame. I'll admit 
that I've leaned into this mindset — blaming 
hard times in my life on the God that 
allowed for them; blaming a pandemic 
nearing its third year on a botched initial 
public health and political response; and 
blaming tornadoes in western Kentucky on 
our collective refusal to address an 
accelerating climate crisis (more on 
that here). 

Perhaps some of the knowledge driving my 
opinions is accurate, but this tendency to 
reach for a scapegoat isn't serving me or my 
neighbor. How can I, like so many 
inhabiting this land before me, find peace 
amidst the pain felt within and on our Earth? 

Staying physically and mentally grounded to 
the world around me — connected to my 
place — paves the way for my own healing. 
I can share my fears, sorrows, hopes and 
dreams with a Spirit and universe much 
bigger than myself. By viewing the land — 

https://www.wsaz.com/2022/01/02/national-weather-service-confirms-four-tornados/
https://www.noaa.gov/news/december-2021-tornado-outbreak-explained
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the entire Earth — as a teacher and partner 
instead of as a commodity to be bought, 
sold, and owned, my perspective becomes a 
worldview intentionally inclined toward 
peace and healing. This shift changes 
everything. 

In this new year, may we all find the 
capacity to love a little deeper, and to 
reimagine a world filled with peace. May 
this intention begin with lending neighbors a 
helping hand and building our own 
"connection to place," wherever that may be 
and whatever that may look like. 

 
Julia Gerwe 
Julia Gerwe serves as ecological 
sustainability educational program manager 
with the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. 

 
Wednesday, 12 January  2022 
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  
  

Week Two: Trinity 
  

Images of the Trinity 
  

 
Father Richard Rohr offers several images 
to help readers understand the dynamism of 
Trinitarian love. 

The Franciscan philosopher, theologian, and 
mystic St. Bonaventure (c. 1217–1274) 
described the Trinity as a “fountain fullness” 
of overflowing love. Picture three buckets 
on a moving water wheel. We can see these 
water wheels in rural areas of Europe. They 
usually have more than three buckets, but 
each bucket empties out and swings back, 

inevitably waiting to be filled again. And it 
always is! Most of us can’t risk letting go or 
emptying out. We can't risk letting go 
because we aren’t sure we will be refilled. 
But the three Persons of the Trinity empty 
themselves and pour themselves out into 
each other. Each knows they can empty 
themselves because they will forever be 
refilled. To understand this mystery of love 
fully, we need to “stand under” the flow and 
participate in it. It’s infinite outpouring and 
infinite infilling without end. It can only be 
experienced as a flow, as a community, as a 
relationship, as an inherent connection. 

Another image we might use is that of a 
spinning, whirling top of perfect infinite 
love that is planted inside of everything. 
What we recognize is that everything is 
attracted to everything, that life is attracted 
to life, that love is attracted to love. 
Universal photosynthesis and gravity, one 
might say. This is what it means in Genesis 
1:26–27 where it says everything is created 
in the image of God. God planted this 
whirling, alluring attraction of life toward 
life in everything created. 

Once we allow the entire universe to 
become that alive and dynamic, we are 
living in an enchanted world. Nothing is 
meaningless; nothing is able to be 
dismissed. It’s all whirling with the same 
beauty, the same radiance. In fact, if I had to 
name the Big Bang in my language, I’d call 
it the Great Radiance. About 13.8 billion 
years ago, the inner radiance of God started 
radiating into forms. All these billions of 
years later, we are the continuation of that 
radiance in our small segment of time on 
this Earth. We can either allow it and let the 
Infinite Flow flow through us, or we can 
deny it, which is really what it means not to 
believe. 

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/julia-gerwe
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/julia-gerwe
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This is not something I can prove to anyone. 
This is nothing I can make logical or 
rational. It’s only experiential, and it's only 
known in the mystery of love when we 
surrender ourselves to it, when we grant the 
other inherent dignity and voice—the plant, 
the animal, the tree, the sky, Brother Sun 
and Sister Moon as my Father Francis of 
Assisi put it. The contemplative mind 
refuses to objectify. It grants similarity, 
subject to subject relationship, likeness, 
symbolism, communion, connection, 
meaning. We can use whatever words or 
images are helpful, but suddenly we live in 
an alive universe where we can never be 
lonely again. 

Sr. Jeannine 
Gramick reflects 

on series of letters 
from Pope Francis 

11 January 2022 
by Mark Pattison,  

Catholic News Service 
  

Ministry 
 

 
Loretto Sister Jeannine Gramick, seen in this 
2001 file photo, and Pope Francis, are seen in 
this composite photo. (CNS composite; photos 
by Nancy Wiechec and Paul Haring) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — When Loretto 
Sister Jeannine Gramick began her ministry 
to gay and lesbian Catholics 50 years ago, 
she likely never imagined she would be 
exchanging letters with a pope. 

But that's what happened, and it started 
fairly innocuously. 

New Ways Ministry, which Gramick co-
founded with the late Fr. Bob Nugent, took 
the chance to write to Pope Francis last 
April. It was intended to be a letter of 
introduction to New Ways Ministry and its 
history. 

Some of that history has been painful, 
including investigatory commissions both in 
the United States and at the Vatican, which 
included a condemnation in 2010 by the 
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. 

The president of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops at the time was Chicago 
Cardinal Francis E. George, who 
pronounced that "we were not a Catholic 
organization because we were advocating 
civil marriage for lesbian and gay couples," 
Gramick said in a Jan. 10 phone interview 
with Catholic News Service. 

She said that Frank DeBernardo, the New 
Ways executive director, had the idea that 
"Cardinal George condemned us for the 
same thing that Pope Francis is saying." 

"We put all of that in a letter" to the pope, 
she said. Given New Ways' past dealings 
with the Vatican, there was no telling what 
the reply might be, assuming there was a 
reply. But as she put it: "We got a beautiful 
letter back." 

"We then wrote him another letter telling 
him we didn't want to do anything without 
his permission," Gramick said. "The 

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/mark-pattison
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/catholic-news-service
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/topics/ministry/all
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correspondence continued between Pope 
Francis, New Ways and me." 

"The amazing thing, I think, is, we wrote 
him at the end of April, and then within two 
weeks he wrote back. And then it takes us a 
month or two months to write, 'We want to 
keep up this correspondence' -- and he wrote 
us back in a week." 

Then it stated getting personal. "The first 
one I wrote him in my name was just 
introducing myself and telling him about my 
grandmother," Gramick said, adding: "I 
know he has a great love for his 
grandmother." 

But why stop there? 

"I wrote him another letter," Gramick said. 
"By that time, America (magazine) had 
heard that we were in correspondence. Also 
they'd heard that I was celebrating 50 years 
in this ministry." She pointed out that she 
predates New Ways, which started in 1973. 
She started her ministry in 1971 when she 
was a graduate student. 

As a result, she said she wrote the pope 
another letter telling him about her 50 years 
in this ministry. 

While America referred to the letters, 
Gramick said: "I didn't want to do anything 
that would jeopardize his ministry as pope." 

In return, though, "he wrote me this 
beautiful letter, which America reprinted." 

New Ways Ministry in the meantime had 
been asked by synod officials to contribute 
resources for gay and lesbian Catholics to be 
posted in anticipation of the upcoming 
Synod of Bishops on synodality. 

The resources were sent to the Vatican, 
which posted them on a synod webpage. But 
in late 2021, they were removed without 

explanation. After this was noticed and 
brought to the Vatican's attention, a Vatican 
official apologized for their removal, and the 
material was restored, which Sister Gramick 
said she considered "very significant." 

The apology, she added, marked "the first 
time any LGBT group has gotten an apology 
from the Vatican." 

It also represents a sea change. Gramick 
remembers more than 40 years ago when 
Cardinal James A. Hickey was the 
archbishop of Washington and she was a 
member of the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame. Cardinal Hickey summoned 
Gramick's provincial and said, "I don't know 
why she's in this ministry. I didn't assign her 
to this ministry." 

"My provincial said, 'We assigned her to this 
ministry,'" Gramick told CNS. 

"Our superior general was called in, and on 
three different occasions the superior 
general -- and they were different ones -- 
were told to examine me and recommend 
sanctions," she added. Each time, the 
superior general reported, "We recommend 
no sanctions." 

"One (said), 'We should have more people 
doing this ministry.' Well, that's not what 
they wanted." 

Cardinal Hickey "wrote to the CDF and the 
Congregation for Religious," Gramick said, 
adding, "and I have copy of this letter: 'At 
the risk of trying your patience, I ask that 
you bring pressure up on Sister Jeannine's 
superiors to remove her from the ministry.' 
When that didn't work, they formed their 
own commission." 

Ties between the Archdiocese of 
Washington and New Ways Ministry, 
headquartered in the Washington suburb of 
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Mt. Rainier, Maryland, were virtually 
nonexistent throughout the 1980s and 1990s. 
"There's been not a formal relationship, but 
we've had a good private relationships since 
Cardinal Hickey" with each of his 
successors, Gramick said, including the 
current archbishop, Cardinal Wilton D. 
Gregory. 

"There's a new era in the church because of 
Pope Francis. He's enabling people to feel 
freer. There have been many people who 
have been in leadership positions in the 
church who have been LGBT-friendly and 
want to be inviting, but it seems to me these 
church leaders are always afraid of what the 
leader above them is going to say," Gramick 
said. 

"If we would only follow our conscience 
and do what we believe is right, no matter 
what a person in authority thinks or believes, 
we should not be moved by fear of 
sanctions, we should not be moved by 
wanting praise. We should be moved by 
doing what is right, what we believe is 
right." 

Official church standing might not happen 
with New Ways Ministry, but "it could 
happen with Dignity, and it should happen 
with Dignity," a group that supports LGBTQ 
Catholics. 

Dignity "predated New Ways Ministry and 
it precedes my ministry," Gramick said, 
"because when I got involved in '71, one of 
the things I did was to start a Dignity 
chapter in Philadelphia." 

This new relationship between New Ways 
Ministry and the Vatican does not mean 
there won't be any resistance in the future. 
"There will still be some dioceses where 
bishops will not welcome me. I know a 
diocese where a bishop wants a certain 
cardinal not to speak," Gramick said. "If a 

bishop bans a certain cardinal -- whose 
views I happen to agree with -- from 
speaking, he certainly will not want me." 

She also offered some advice for the 
USCCB: "I think the bishops' conference 
has a lot of work to do. They need to start 
talking with each other, and get with the 
program -- Pope Francis' program." 

Mark, a Gospel for 
Ordinary Time 

12 January 2022 
by Thomas Reese,  

Religion News Service 
  

Spirituality 
Theology 

 

 
Elevation of the Eucharist is depicted in a 
stained-glass window at St. Anthony's Church in 
North Beach, Md., 15 July 2021. (CNS 
photo/Bob Roller) 
 
Beginning this week and continuing until 
Lent, Catholics will be listening to the 
Gospel of Mark at weekday Eucharists. 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/thomas-reese
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/religion-news-service
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/spirituality
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/theology
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This wasn’t always the case. When I was 
growing up in the 1950s and early 1960s, 
Scripture readings at Mass were based on 
the saint of the day. Since many of the saints 
were virgins, the most common Gospel 
reading was about the wise and foolish 
virgins with their lamps waiting to get into 
the wedding feast. It got boring hearing the 
same readings multiple times in a month. 

Inspired by the Second Vatican Council’s 
stress on the importance of Scripture, a new 
lectionary was developed so that 
congregations would be exposed to more 
scriptural passages over a two-year cycle on 
weekdays and a three-year cycle Sundays. 
This lectionary is used not only by Catholics 
but also by many other liturgical Christian 
denominations. 

The lectionary is a great source of daily 
Scripture readings, even if you do not go to 
weekly Mass. The readings can be found at 
the website of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops in both text and audio 
formats. You can also get the readings 
through apps like iBreviary or have Alexa 
read them using the skills “Catholic Daily 
Readings” or “Catholic Daily Mass 
Readings.” 

The Gospel readings on weekdays are the 
same in both cycles; it is the first reading 
that changes. As a result, Mark’s Gospel is 
always read on weekdays at the beginning of 
Ordinary Time. 

Ordinary Time is that part of the year that is 
not Advent, Lent or the Christmas and 
Easter seasons. The term “ordinary” comes 
from the same Latin root as the term of 
ordinal numbers; the weeks in Ordinary 
Time, unlike those of the seasons, are 
simply numbered. This week is the first 
week of Ordinary Time, which continues till 
Lent and then picks up again after Pentecost. 

Because Mark’s Gospel was the first one 
written, probably about 70 A.D., it is 
essential for understanding the other 
Gospels. Scripture scholars believe that 
Matthew and Luke had a copy of Mark’s 
Gospel on their desks as they were writing 
their own Gospels. They used parts of 
Mark’s story, editing and rearranging them, 
then added new material. This is why these 
three Gospels are referred to as the synoptic 
Gospels, because they include many of the 
same stories. 

Mark’s Gospel, the shortest, has no infancy 
stories. It begins with the baptism of Jesus 
by John the Baptist. 

Mark’s message is unrelenting. You must 
accept Jesus Christ as your lord and savior. 
Absolute commitment is required. His 
repeated message is that no one understands 
Jesus. No one gets him. Not the Apostles, 
not even his mother. 

He ends his Gospel not with the appearances 
of the risen Jesus, but with a young man 
(perhaps representing Mark himself) in the 
empty tomb telling the women that Jesus has 
been raised. “Go and tell his disciples and 
Peter, ‘He is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, as he told you.’” 

But what do the women do? They run away. 
“Then they went out and fled from the tomb, 
seized with trembling and bewilderment. 
They said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.” The end.  

Later editors added to Mark’s Gospel an 
appearance of the risen Jesus, but that is not 
in the original.  

Mark believed in the resurrection, but he 
ended his Gospel this way in order to 
emphasize to Christians that they did not 
understand Jesus and therefore could not see 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
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him. Even confronted by the message of the 
resurrection, the disciples don’t get it. 

What a terrible ending. This was just too 
pessimistic, too condemnatory of the early 
disciples and of everyday Christians. It is 
also arrogant. Mark is saying, “Only I 
understand Jesus and his message. The rest 
of you just don’t get it.” 

For many of the early Christian 
communities, this was just too much. 
Christians may be sinners but they are not 
total losers.  

Matthew and Luke, like a couple of 
Hollywood screenwriters, decided to do a 
rewrite. Matthew stressed the teachings of 
Jesus and their importance for the life of the 
Christian community. This was important 
when Christ did not return as was expected 
by the early disciples. Luke stressed the 
compassion of Jesus and the universality of 
his message. This was important as more 
gentiles became Christians. This year, we 
will hear Luke’s Gospel on most Sundays in 
Ordinary Time.  

Most churchmen prefer Matthew, which 
they use to teach Christians how to live their 
lives. Most ordinary people prefer the stories 
of mercy and compassion in Luke. 

So why bother with Mark? 

Mark keeps us honest. Mark challenges us in 
our complacency. Mark reminds us that we 
don’t get it. We don’t understand Jesus or 
his message. If we think we do, we haven’t 
been listening. 

Of the four Gospel writers, Mark is the one 
you would not want to invite to dinner. But 
he is the one who will challenge you to 
listen more carefully and to think more 
deeply about Jesus. That is a good reason to 
read his Gospel as we prepare for Lent. 

 
Thomas Reese 
Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese's column for 
Religion News Service, "Signs of the 
Times," appears regularly at National 
Catholic Reporter. 
  

Santa Fe's 
Archbishop Wester 

urges nuclear 
disarmament in new 

pastoral letter 
12 January 2022 

by Dennis Sadowski, Catholic News 
Service 

  

 
Archbishop John Wester of Santa Fe, N.M., 
gives the homily during Mass in the crypt of St. 
Peter's Basilica Feb. 10, 2020, while he and 
other U.S. bishops from the Southwest region 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/thomas-reese
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made their "ad limina" visits to the Vatican. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
In a new pastoral letter, Archbishop John 
Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico, urges the 
local community and the world to join "a 
renewed commitment to the cause of peace" 
with the goal of eliminating all global 
nuclear weapons arsenals. 

The document, "Living in the Light of 
Christ's Peace: A Conversation Toward 
Nuclear Disarmament," challenges 
conventional political thinking that 
possessing nuclear weapons serves as a 
deterrence to potential attacks from other 
nuclear powers. 

"We can no longer deny or ignore the 
extremely dangerous predicament of our 
human family. We are in a new nuclear arms 
race far more dangerous than the first," 
Wester said during an 
online newsconference to introduce the 
pastoral letter Jan. 11. 

He explained that he issued the document 
because two of the country's three nuclear 
weapons research facilities -- the Sandia and 
Los Alamos national laboratories -- and the 
largest U.S. repository of nuclear armaments 
located at Kirtland Air Force Base in nearby 
Albuquerque are within the archdiocese. 

"It's such an important topic that we really 
can't dally," he said. 

Wester also said the pastoral letter is not 
meant to criticize those who work in the 
nuclear weapons industry or the military, but 
that it is an invitation to begin conversations 
that can lead to the abolishment of such 
weapons in order to protect humanity and 
the Earth. 

The archbishop also pointed to the history of 
New Mexicans who, after the emergence of 

nuclear weapons during World War II, 
began to promote peace, work to abolish 
such weapons and initiate discussions on 
alternatives to war preparations. 

"I believe that we in the Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe and beyond are called to live in the 
light of Christ's peace and to reflect that 
light to all," he said, adding: "I believe that 
we need to rejuvenate a sustained serious 
conversation about universal, verifiable 
nuclear disarmament." 

Wester described the document as having 
practical suggestions for carrying out the 
conversations that he hopes will lead to 
disarmament. He also invited people to 
submit their own ideas to achieve such a 
goal. 

He expressed concern for what he said was 
economic disparity between those in the 
weapons industry and New Mexicans, 
largely people of color. 

By addressing such concerns and ensuring 
that people working in the weapons industry 
can transition to other well-paying jobs that 
protect the environment and carefully store 
dangerous radioactive waste, true justice can 
be realized, he said. 

The 52-page pastoral letter cites the words 
of Pope Francis, who several times during 
his papacy has urged the world to eliminate 
nuclear arsenals because of the threat they 
pose. The archbishop quotes the pope's 
statements in speeches in Hiroshima, Japan, 
the site of the first U.S. atomic bombing in 
1945, to diplomats and peace conferences 
and in his encyclical "Fratelli Tutti, on 
Fraternal and Social Friendship." 

The document also traces the history of the 
church's long-held stance against nuclear 
weapons beginning with St. John XXIII in 
"Pacem in Terris" ("Peace on Earth") in 

https://archdiosf.org/living-in-the-light-of-christs-peace
https://archdiosf.org/living-in-the-light-of-christs-peace
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1963 and continuing through the papacies of 
St. John Paul VI, St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict. 

Wester opens with his reflections while 
visiting Hiroshima with other bishops in 
2017 and seeing the oft-depicted dome in 
the Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall 
that remains as a memorial to tens of 
thousands who died in the Aug. 6, 1945, 
bombing of the city. 

The visit, he explains, led to thinking that 
such destruction and loss of life should 
never occur again and that the Santa Fe 
Archdiocese must play a role in bringing the 
arms race to an end. 

Despite arms control treaties that have 
reduced nuclear arsenals, Wester expresses 
concern that years of planned weapons 
modernization among the nuclear powers is 
contributing to a new arms race. 

The pastoral letter also serves as an 
invitation to readers to review the nonviolent 
practices of Jesus, who consistently 
reminded the apostles and his followers who 
asked if they should call down "hellfire from 
heaven" against their enemies. 

"Even if we do not fully understand Jesus' 
commandment, as his followers we have no 
choice but to try to put his teachings into 
practice here in New Mexico," the document 
says. "To love our enemies means we have 
to begin the process of ending our 
preparations to kill them, including our 
preparations to drop nuclear weapons on 
them. 

"It means seeing every human being as a 
sister and brother, and doing everything we 
can not to harm them, but to actively love 
them, including the people of Russia, China, 
Iran, North Korea, and others." 

He adds: "I think we need to hear the great 
rebuke of Jesus. Nuclear weapons are not 
the will of the nonviolent Jesus, and it is 
time we took his rebuke seriously. If we 
listen, we can hear Jesus' voice crying out 
today: Stop building nuclear weapons, do 
not prepare for nuclear war, dismantle your 
nuclear weapons, and welcome God's reign 
of universal love and peace." 

 
Pax Christi USA and its episcopal president, 
Bishop John Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, 
welcomed the pastoral letter. 

"We should all heed his voice and contribute 
to the process of disarmament through 
practicing nonviolence in our daily lives and 
advocating the end of nuclear weapons," 
Stowe said in a statement from the Catholic 
peace organization. 

"In his address to the ambassadors 
accredited to the Holy See on Jan. 10, the 
Holy Father reiterated that even the 
possession of nuclear weapons is immoral. 
Archbishop Wester brings this teaching to 
the U.S. in a significant way," he said. 

Executive Director Johnny Zokovitch told 
Catholic News Service that the organization 
plans to share the pastoral letter's message 
with local parishes, news media and 
community groups to build momentum so 
that more people are involved in the effort to 
achieve nuclear disarmament. 

The release of the pastoral letter follows 
Wester's unveiling Dec. 19 of a sign outside 
of the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Santa Fe depicting Francis and a quote the 
pope offered during a visit to Hiroshima in 
November 2019: "The possession of nuclear 
arms is immoral." 
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The sign is across the street from an office 
building where the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory opened a small office. 

Author 
contemplates 

Catholic Church's 
future by examining 

its recent past 
11 January 2022 

by Patricia Crowley 
  

Theology 
Vatican 

 

 
People in St. Peter's Square attend the Angelus 
led by Pope Francis from the window of his 
studio overlooking the square at the Vatican Jan. 
6, the feast of the Epiphany. (CNS/Vatican 
Media) 

 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH? WHAT NOW?: 
AN INSTITUTIONAL AND 
PERSONAL MEMOIR 
By Gabriel Moran 

Gabriel Moran, who was always 
courageous, curious and respectful as he 
posed new ideas with a slightly mischievous 
glint in his eyes, wrote What Happened to 
the Roman Catholic Church? What Now? at 
the very end of his long life. He died on Oct. 
15, 2021, and was buried with his Christian 
Brothers in Rhode Island. 

While others were struggling with the 
liturgical changes mandated by the work of 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), my 
sense of the Divine in reality shifted 
dramatically while studying theology at 
Manhattan College under Moran's tutelage 
in the '60s and '70s. 

Moran's classic and most well-known 
publication was his Theology of Revelation, 
published in 1966, just a year after the 
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 
Revelation, Dei Verbum, was promulgated 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/patricia-crowley
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/theology
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/vatican
https://www.ncronline.org/ads/2021/10/gabriel-moran
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
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by Pope Paul VI. Originally, the question 
Moran was asking in his doctoral work was: 
"Is it Scripture or tradition or both that 
reveal God to us?" In the process, he 
focused on "What really is divine 
revelation?" In so doing, he stumbled into a 
controversy that was centuries old. 

 
Gabriel Moran gives a talk on religious 
education and interfaith harmony in February 
2013. (NCR screenshot/YouTube/Won Dharma 
Center) 
 
His now classic book based on his 
dissertation work challenged the church's 
narrower description of revelation, as it 
broadened the concept of divine revelation 
and, for me, opened up a new approach to 
how God can be experienced. 

That process is evident in What Happened to 
the Roman Catholic Church? What Now?. 

This book is complex, well-studied and very 
readable if one wants to take a hard look at 
our church's reality today. If you grew up in 
the '50s or the '60s, when seismic shifts were 
happening within the Roman Catholic 
Church and society itself, or if you are 

curious about those shifts, this book would 
be a good way to examine what happened. 

The author states on Page 7 that this book is 
"for Roman Catholic readers who wish to 
understand what is going on in their 
church." It could also be a good read for 
those outside the church who want to 
understand some of the dynamics that led to 
our church's current evolution. 

In many ways, this final book of Moran's 
invites us to consider new aspects of issues 
we may have assumed that we had grasped. 
The book raises questions that are 
provocative, and it offers insights about 
numerous issues that many of us ponder in 
our hearts. 

Some call this book radical and, in the real 
sense of that word, it is, for it gets at the 
roots of the current situation in our church. 
However, in the sensational use of that 
word, it is not. This is a scholarly work in an 
approachable style. The historical 
summaries are helpful and accessible. 

Reading about Vatican II and other key 
moments in church history provides good 
platforms for seeing possible paths forward, 
with particular emphasis on 1945 through 
the end of Vatican II in 1965 and the 
publication of Humanae Vitae in 1968. 

The period when I was growing up (1945-
60) is therein titled "The Calm." Rightfully, 
Moran describes that "the calm" had 
rumblings below the surface. After all, this 
was the period of dynamic lay movements 
within the Catholic Church — Young 
Catholic Students, Young Christian 
Workers, and Christian Family Movement, 
to mention a few that touched my own life. 

During that period the likes of Thomas 
Merton and Daniel Berrigan called all to act 
beyond what was expected and to still stay 

https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/humanae-vitae-at-50/stories
https://www.ncronline.org/node/172220/
https://www.ncronline.org/node/172220/
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/remembering-daniel-berrigan/stories
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faithful to the church. That period, according 
to the author, also brought out "the 
sacramental and mystical nature of 
Catholicism at its best." 

Going way beyond the polarization that 
often stymies discussion, Moran raises such 
issues as church structure, abortion, 
sexuality, the role of women, the clerical 
imprint, war, the laity and priesthood itself. 
During his lifetime, Moran was a brilliant 
probing thinker and a prolific writer on 
varied topics, from the theology of 
revelation to the experience of dying. Even 
Pope Francis' popularity and value to the 
world, recognized as powerful, is here 
critiqued in the context of its limitations in a 
hierarchical, male-led structure. 

This work is an intriguing combination of 
scholarly probings into controversial topics 
alongside some sensitive, almost tender, 
sharing of personal experiences. 

Another important aspect of this book is its 
masterful foray into the role of language in 
the evolution of the Roman Catholic 
Church. That caught my attention as a 
former English teacher who is sensitively 
aware of the limits of some liturgical and 
theological language. Having studied Latin 
for three years in high school and faithfully 
prayed the Divine Office in Latin for some 
six years, I simply loved it when we began 
to worship in English. Language is 
important. 

Moran asks, "Can the Church survive the 
translation from Latin?" This book offers 
some insight to that question. 

The heart of this book for me was in Chapter 
10 where Moran explores "Presence" and 
follows with two chapters on community. In 
Chapter 10, he intricately weaves the notion 
of Real Presence into the phenomenon of 
presence in our human relationships. 

Moran featured the writings of Richard 
Rohr, Ilia Delio, Diarmuid O'Murchu and 
others I have not yet read, and distinguishes 
between the historical Jesus and the Christ 
of the Book of Revelation. His work 
challenges us to understand that unless we 
recognize that the Resurrection really did 
make a difference in how God is present to 
us and in our very lives, we may be simply 
recollecting what happened some 2,000 
years ago. 

 
Parishioners react during the dedication of  
Sts. Peter & Paul Church in the Brooklyn 
borough of New York City June 29, 2021, the 
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. The Mass marked 
the first time since 2008 the Brooklyn Diocese 
had opened a new church. (CNS/Gregory A. 
Shemitz) 
 
Equally core to this work is the historical 
reality of Vatican II, as the reaction to it 
reverberates in the life of the church today. 
At a time when Francis is promoting deep 
listening at all levels of the church, the 
pertinence of this work is clear. Opening up 
the reality of divine revelation as ongoing 
speaks to this current ecclesial effort to 
listen well across the globe. 

The meaning of Vatican II is explored here 
in a new way for me and the hope for our 
church is, too. This book imagines the 
church as a community of communities 
(described as between eight and 11 people in 
each) with a 10- to 15-year-long priesthood 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/richard-rohr
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/richard-rohr
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/ilia-delio
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/diarmuid-omurchu


33 
 

that rotates and includes both men and 
women. 

"Imagines" is the key word here. At a time 
when Francis is calling us all as Catholics 
to synodality in our church, this final book 
by Moran is a good stepping stone to 
imagining new ways to be church. 

Opening up the reality of divine revelation 
could allow us to gradually become, as 
church, a community of communities. The 
challenge of this is obvious, even in this day 
of instantaneous communication, advanced 
education and the relative ease of world 
travel. According to Moran, an organization 
whose goal is community needs to follow 
the best lights of its tradition and "listen for 
the truth in the hearts and minds of its 
members." 

Clearly, our church is in transition as the 
importance of visible structures is 
supplanted by an invitation to listen to one 
another and by a dynamic open-ended 
process of coming to grasp the reality of the 
Risen Christ's presence today. 

What Happened to the Roman Catholic 
Church? What Now? by Gabriel Moran 
touches into my experience of church and 
admittedly leaves me a bit unsettled. 
Nevertheless, I look forward to further 
discussion of church using this book as a 
springboard. 

 
Patricia Crowley 
Benedictine Sr. Patricia Crowley currently 
serves as a spiritual director, as a team 
member with the Ignatian Spirituality 

Program, and as board president of Bethany 
House of Hospitality in Chicago (for young 
women seeking asylum in our country). 

Why following 
conservative 

Catholic money is 
more critical than 

ever 
14 January 2022 

by Heidi Schlumpf 
  

 
The first anniversary of the Jan. 6 attack on 
the U.S. Capitol prompted somber 
remembrance and reflection on the 
previously unthinkable: the use of violence 
to try to overturn a free and fair election in 
the United States of America. As we say in 
our editorial that looks back on that day, it 
could only be called an attempted 
insurrection or coup. 

In addition to that editorial, NCR also ran 
a story about the Vatican's newspaper 
characterizing the day as an attack on 
democracy, and a column by Michael Sean 
Winters chastising the U.S. bishops for not 
doing enough to defend democracy in the 
wake of the attack. 

But our main story on the day of the 
anniversary was not explicitly about the 

https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/synod-on-synodality/stories
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/patricia-crowley
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/editorial-somber-anniversary-jan-6-reminds-us-threat-our-democracy
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/vatican-newspaper-remembers-jan-6-siege-attack-us-democracy
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/will-us-bishops-find-their-voice-and-defend-democracy
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events of Jan. 6, 2021, although 
unfortunately there is a connection. It was 
a report from staff reporter Brian Fraga 
about how right-wing Catholic organizations 
have received millions of dollars from a 
"dark money" fund called Donors Trust. 

Among the groups receiving money were 
Catholic parishes and one diocese, pro-life 
organizations, religious liberty law firms, a 
free-market think tank, and academic centers 
at Catholic colleges that advocate 
libertarianism and constitutional originalism, 
Fraga reports. 

This type of investigative report is just the 
latest in what has become regular fare on our 
pages: the attempt to bring some light to the 
connections among conservative Catholic 
individuals and organizations, and the 
sources of their often-extravagant funding. 

In shorthand: Follow the money. 

Although NCR has a 58-year history of 
independent, investigative journalism, these 
"follow the money" stories began with a trio 
of reports by former editor Tom Roberts in 
2017: first, about the wealth and influence of 
the Knights of Columbus; second, about the 
impact of wealthy donors, including the 
Busch family and Charles Koch foundations, 
at the Catholic University of America; and 
finally about three individuals, Tim Busch, 
Sean Fieler and Frank Hanna, and their 
financial influence on the church and 
Catholic nonprofit organizations. 

In addition to his reporting, Roberts has 
written a number of opinion pieces sounding 
the alarm about the damage these financial 
partnerships are doing to the church. 

Other NCR writers have picked up the 
mantle with these "follow the money" 
stories. As national correspondent in 2019, I 
wrote a four-part series connecting the dots 

between the Eternal Word Television 
Network (EWTN) media conglomerate, 
conservative Catholic money and Trumpian 
politics. My successor, Christopher White, 
last spring revealed how conservative 
Catholic philanthropists and pro-life leaders 
are key players behind efforts to limit voter 
access in a number of states. 

What has shifted in the more recent 
reporting — and is evident in Fraga's Jan. 6 
piece — is that the concerns are no longer 
just about what these individuals and groups 
are doing to the church or to Catholics, but 
how they are now networked with folks who 
are literally treasonous. 

As Fraga reports, Donors Trust, in addition 
to funding these right-wing Catholics 
organizations, also has provided hefty sums 
of money to nonprofits that spread 
misinformation about the 2020 presidential 
election and organized the Jan. 6 attack at 
the U.S. Capitol building. 

These are no mere political, theological or 
ideological differences, as Michael Sean 
Winters points out in a follow-
up column about the Donors Trust 
connections. (He also does some digging on 
one of the recipients of Donors Trust's 
largesse, the Catholic Association 
Foundation. It's must-reading.) 

Winters responds to Catholic University 
philosophy professor Melissa Moschella, 
who argues that sometimes doing good 
requires cooperating with people and 
organizations that do some things you 
disagree with. 

"Treason," Winters writes, "is not something 
you simply 'disagree with.' " 

I can think of nothing more frightening or 
critical than the continuing assaults on our 
democratic institutions. People with a 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/right-wing-catholic-causes-got-millions-group-funded-some-capitol-rioters
https://www.ncronline.org/news/accountability/knights-columbus-financial-forms-show-wealth-influence
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firsthand understanding of what's at stake 
— Jimmy Carter, Madeleine 
Albright and Michael Gerson, to name a few 
— are seriously concerned about 
authoritarianism and fascism in the United 
States. 

It would seem obvious that our Catholic 
faith and social teaching compel us to stop 
the undermining of democracy, indeed of 
truth itself. Instead, too many of our fellow 
Catholics are befriending and/or in bed 
financially with those who are fanning the 
flames of authoritarianism. 

Whatever these Catholics' original 
motivations were, now is the time to 
recognize how dangerous such alliances are. 
Until then, we at NCR will continue to 
follow the money. 

 
Heidi Schlumpf 
Heidi Schlumpf is NCR executive editor. 
Her email address 
is hschlumpf@ncronline.org. Follow her on 
Twitter: @HeidiSchlumpf. 

 
 
 
 

The Spirit invites 
us to touch reality 

14 January 2022 
by Eilis McCulloh 

  
Spirituality 

Social Justice 

 
A migrant mother from Venezuela embraces her 
child as they wait to be transported by Border 
Patrol after crossing the Rio Grande into Del 
Rio, Texas, May 27, 2021. (CNS/Reuters/Go 
Nakamura) 
 
Last summer, on the occasion of my 
perpetual vows, I was gifted with a modern 
rosary. Each decade, represented by 
different colors, invites me to pray with: 
mothers and children, migrants and 
refugees, those experiencing racism, those in 
need of clean water and/or hurt by natural 
disasters, and the LGBTQ+ community. 

Lately, these beads call me to sit with the 
following questions: How do I touch reality? 
How does reality touch me? 

As a law student, I find it scarily easy to stay 
removed from the systemic injustices that 
led me to law school in the first place. It's a 
lot easier for me to yell at a certain elected 
official on CNN as he wrongly 
explains Jackson's tripartite analysis and its 
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http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/jacksontest.html
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relationship to vaccine mandates than it is 
for me — day in and day out — to continue 
the advocacy work needed to pass Build 
Back Better. 

Perhaps, more importantly, it is our daily 
prayer that pulls us away from our positions 
of privilege and into relationship with 
reality. 

 
Each decade of this modern rosary invites me to 
pray with: mothers and children, migrants and 
refugees, those experiencing racism, those in 
need of clean water and/or hurt by natural 
disasters, and the LGBTQ+ community. (Eilis 
McCulloh) 
 
As women religious, we have spent 
centuries touching the pain of the world as 
teachers, nurses, social workers, ministers, 
lawyers and advocates. We intimately know 
that injustices cannot be fixed solely by 
"Band-Aiding" the problem; whole 
institutions must be dismantled and rebuilt. 
This has always been and will always be the 
heartbeat of our ministry. 

As women religious, I would venture to 
guess that each one of us reading this 
reflection could self-identify with at least 
one of these decades of the modern rosary. 
Maybe it is through ministry or life 
experiences. We are now being asked once 
again to touch these realities and learn from 
them as co-creators. 

We might ask ourselves: Is signing a 
petition or donating money enough, or are 
we called to step outside our comfort zone 
and change the way we live? 

How does the reality of women and children 
in our country and around the world touch 
us? In the U.S., do we really understand the 
need for paid family leave and fully-funded 
child care? How does the child tax credit lift 
families out of poverty and positively 
change generations? Do we know the status 
of affordable and safe housing in our 
communities? Are we too caught up in the 
pro-life vs. pro-choice debate that we 
overlook the systemic injustices such as 
sexual violence, poverty and lack of health 
care that force some women to make that 
excruciating decision? 

In our passion for environmental justice and 
anti-fracking, do we think about the water 
crisis? Do we take the time to hear from the 
people who have not had clean drinking 
water for years? Or are we reminded of it 
only when it's mentioned on the evening 
news? 

Are we willing to open our homes, our 
communities, and our institutions to 
migrants and refugees in a visible way? Do 
we truly understand what is happening at 
our U.S. southern border, with the racist 
policies of Title 42 and Migrant Protection 
Protocols, and with the Afghan refugee 
crisis? I think back to a friend's comment to 
me during Network's Title 42 vigil. Santiago 
said, "I think all people would be horrified if 
they saw what happened to us at the border 
and they would want to do everything they 
could to change it." 

Are we afraid to touch the pain of racism in 
our own institutions because we cannot bear 
to look at our own complicity? How difficult 
is it for us to hear about racism in religious 
life, because we claim to not be racist since 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/build-back-better/
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our ministries have always served 
minorities? On a personal and spiritual level, 
do we listen to our neighbors talk about 
systemic racism in our schools, our churches 
and our cities so that we can learn from 
them? 

And, finally, how do we touch the lived 
reality of the LGBTQ+ community, 
especially in our church? We heard most 
recently about Pope Francis' letter to New 
Ways Ministry and Loretto Sr. Jeannine 
Gramick — even as bishops write scathing 
letters preventing LGBTQ+ people from 
receiving the Eucharist. I belong to a 
welcoming and inclusive parish, but I am 
also acutely aware that so many of our 
LGBTQ+ church family members have left 
for denominations that welcome them fully. 
Do we talk about this? 

Do we, as women religious, touch the reality 
of these groups, or are we shielded from 
persecution because of our place of 
privilege? Are we open to the movement of 
the Spirit who calls us into relationship and 
communion with individuals from each of 
these groups? 

May we claim our "membership" or 
"solidarity" in each decade, and let its Spirit 
call us to not just touch that reality, but live 
into it — bring it to the table, invite it to join 
us at community meetings, and risk being 
invited to join it publicly. Let us claim our 
identities, ask forgiveness for our 
wrongdoings and learn from others. 

 
Eilis McCulloh 

Eilis McCulloh is a Sister of the Humility of 
Mary. She is a student at the University of 
Akron School of Law in Ohio. She is on the 
board of Akron Interfaith Immigration 
Advocates and co-chair of the Family 
Support Community. She is also a grassroots 
mobilization fellow at Network, a Catholic 
social justice lobby. 
 

Disney's 'Encanto' 
teaches us to see 
God in ourselves 

and others 
14 January 2022 

by Facundo Gonzalez Icardi 
  

Spirituality 
 

 
A scene from the movie "Encanto" 
(CNS/Disney) 
 
Disney's new animated movie, "Encanto," 
provides deep insight into the spiritual 
nature of human beings and our yearning to 
encounter God. 

Set in Colombia, the movie revolves 
around la familia Madrigal, a family blessed 
with an encanto, a magical enchantment that 
gives all the members of the family a gift. 
These include superhuman strength, the 
ability to communicate with animals, 
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controlling the weather or shapeshifting. All 
members of the family receive their gift at 
age 6 and use it to help their village; all of 
them, that is, except Mirabel. 

The movie, with music composed by the 
genius of Lin-Manuel Miranda, tackles 
intergenerational trauma and the pressure to 
uphold family expectations among 
complicated family dynamics and 
relationships. Being the only member of her 
family without a gift, Mirabel feels 
constantly neglected and rejected by her 
family, especially the family matriarch 
Abuela Alma, whose general attitude of 
disapproval toward Mirabel sets the 
foundation for Mirabel's feeling of not 
belonging. 

All these feelings are captured in the song, 
"Waiting on a Miracle," in which Mirabel 
describes her yearning to belong, to be like 
the rest of her family. In a quasi-spiritual 
manner, she prays that she can be blessed 
with a miracle. 

As I was rewatching the movie, a good 
friend pointed out a particular line in the 
song, where Mirabel sings: "I am ready, 
come on, I'm ready / I've been patient, and 
steadfast, and steady / bless me now as you 
blessed us all those years ago." Mirabel is 
longing, yearning for a gift, something out 
of the ordinary and grandiose to prove that 
she belongs, that she is worthy of her 
family's love. 

She begs and pleads for something to 
happen. How often do we pray, and plead, 
and beg for God to perform something 
extraordinary in our life? How often are we 
waiting on a miracle? 

Someone once told me that miracles are 
nothing but God's ordinary truth seen with 
surprised eyes. That which is surprising to 
us is recognizing God by who God is: an 

omnipotent being, capable of moving 
mountains and turning water into wine. 

Yet too often these are the only actions that 
we think of as miraculous. How frequently, 
though, do we think of the mundane as 
miraculous as well? St. Ignatius reminds us 
that we can find God in all things since all 
creation reveals God's majesty and grandeur. 
God's presence is all around us, and 
recognizing that presence is recognizing a 
miracle. 

Toward the end of the movie, Mirabel 
realizes that the true miracle is not the 
extraordinary gifts that her family has, but 
rather the ordinary ways in which they can 
show each other how they love, care for and 
support one another. She realizes, as do we, 
that the miracle that she is yearning for has 
been around her this whole time. 

The real miracle is not strength, the ability 
to communicate with animals or 
shapeshifting. The miracle, as the last song 
reveals, is all of them, coming together, 
loving each other and embracing their true 
selves, without reservations, and 
unconditionally. 

In one of the most moving scenes in the 
film, Mirabel and Abuela Alma talk by the 
river where the family's magic was born. 
The younger Madrigal acknowledges and 
centers Alma's pain and suffering at raising 
her three kids after losing her husband and 
home. Together, both women listen to one 
another and help each other heal. 

Each family member, in one way or another, 
learns that the miracle — the magic — was 
in who God created them to be. They 
embrace and love every aspect of 
themselves, recognizing the fearful and 
wonderful miracle that we each possess as 
human beings. 
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"Encanto" is a story of self-discovery and 
self-worth, where the characters learn to 
embrace and love their true, authentic selves 
through intergenerational familial healing. 

 
Facundo Gonzalez Icardi 
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Friday, 14 January 2022 
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

Week Two: Trinity 
  

A Trinitarian Way of Life 
  

 
Theologian Elizabeth Johnson envisions 
how a “revitalized trinitarian theology” 
might shape both the Church and our own 
practice of Christianity. 

As glimpsed in [Jesus’] parables and 
practices, the reign of God is a gracious rule 
of saving love and communion. As a place 

where God’s will is done on earth as it is in 
heaven, it sets up a new kind of community 
where “the least of these” brothers and 
sisters are included. . . . In this community 
tyranny is countermanded in the light of 
God’s self-giving ways; male and female are 
equal partners, as are Jew and Greek. 
Justice, peace, and the well-being of all 
creatures are the goal. If we are not living 
out the types of relationships that serve this 
pattern of the truth of the reign of God, then 
we haven’t got a clue about who God is. 
Knowing God is impossible unless we enter 
into a life of love and communion with 
others.  

Revitalized trinitarian theology makes it 
clear that a God conceived of as an 
individualized monarch or as a self-
enclosed, exclusively inner-related triad of 
persons, a God who watches from a distance 
as an uninvolved, impartial observer, a God 
who needs to be persuaded to care for 
creatures—such a God does not exist. This 
is a false God, a fantasy detached from the 
Christian experience of salvation. Rather, 
“God is Love,” related to the world in a 
threefold pattern of communion. 
Assimilating this truth we gain fresh 
energies to imagine the world in a loving 
way and to act to counter the self-
destruction of violence. 

Relying on Scripture and Tradition, Johnson 
envisions compassionate outcomes of a 
renewed commitment to a trinitarian God:   

YHWH’s covenant with Israel, the ministry 
and life of Jesus Christ, and the nourishing 
bonds of community on earth created by the 
Spirit are all icons that reveal the one God’s 
unfathomable, triune, relational nature 
oriented in compassion toward the world. In 
light of the trinitarian God we can tweak 
Irenaeus’s axiom [1] once again to declare: 
the glory of God is the communion of all 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/facundo-gonzalez-icardi
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things fully alive. Wherever the human heart 
is healed, justice gains a foothold, peace 
holds sway, an ecological habitat is 
protected, wherever liberation, hope and 
healing break through, wherever an act of 
simple kindness is done, a cup of cool water 
given, a book offered to a child thirsty for 
learning, there the human and earth 
community already reflect, in fragments, the 
visage of the trinitarian God. Borne by “the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,” 
we become committed to a fruitful future 
inclusive of all peoples, tribes, and nations, 
all creatures of the earth. The reign of God 
gains another foothold in history. 
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