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Parish Newsletter 
For 
9 January 2022 
 

 
THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Hopefully, we have often witnessed it:  the 
presider rolling up his sleeves in readiness 
for the ministry of the waters, the invitation 
of the children in the assembly to gather 
around the font, the reverent taking of the 
naked, tiny, and vulnerable scrap of 
humanity, and the holding up of him or her 
to the people into whose faith this child will 
be baptized.  Then there is the triple 
immersion:  in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit – 
sometimes with slight outraged protest, 
more often with the quietness of pleasant 
familiarity with the water of the womb.  
Then another elevation, and this child of 
God is shown with a new christened identity 
to the assembly.  There is always applause, 
always a smile on even the most bored 
faces, and a moment in which human and 
holy solidarity is felt, not only by the proud 
parents but also by the gathered local 
church.   It is a moment that is truly 
“sacramental,” a sign of some greater and 
hidden mystery of God’s extraordinary love, 
and it is a humbling realization.  The child 

has done nothing to deserve this, except for 
the wonderful obedience of being born.  One 
can almost hear the biblical question 
echoing down the centuries, with all its 
hopes and fears:  “What, then, will this child 
be?”  (Luke 1:66).  In Luke’s gospel, that 
question had been asked about John the 
Baptist at his circumcision.  It is the adult 
John whom we meet again in today’s gospel, 
and it is in the context of water and baptism. 
The solidarity of a parish baptism, the 
communal event that it is, reflects Luke’s 
narrative.  Jesus is surrounded by people 
who had been baptized by John.  John the 
Baptist is humble and strong, for when the 
people express a wondering expectancy that 
he might be the promised Messiah, John 
resists the temptation to self-aggrandizement 
and is quick to dispel any illusions about his 
status.  He is only a servant, he says, who is 
not even worthy to perform the menial task 
of doing up the sandal straps of the coming 
One.  He points out to the crowd the 
differences between himself and One Who is 
to come:  his is a baptism of water and 
repentance; the Messiah’s will be a baptism 
of transformation through fire and the Holy 
Spirit.  John the Baptist is probably referring 
to the end time, but Luke announces this 
with the insight of a post-Pentecost 
evangelist and the experience of the 
transformation of that fire and wind-struck 
day (Acts 2:104). 
 
To the good news of solidarity and humility, 
Luke adds the significance of prayer.  
Several times in his gospel, Luke sets 
important events in Jesus’ life and mission 
in the context of prayer.  Jesus dies with the 
words of Psalm 31:5 on His lips.  The 
baptism of the Lord could be called a prayer 
event, for Luke does not describe the 
moment of baptism but rather its aftermath.  
It is Jesus’ prayer that tears open the 
heavens for the descent of the Holy Spirit 
and the revelations of His true identity by 
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the Father’s voice that acclaims Him as the 
Beloved Son on Whom God’s favor rests. 
 
It is the same for us.  Prayer is a necessary 
part of our identity as baptized daughters 
and sons of God.  It opened heaven to us and 
reveals who we are – for, in a very real 
sense, we are who we pray.  At prayer, we 
struggle to hear what God is calling us to be, 
to know who we are in our deepest truth, at 
the still point where the Spirit has descended 
into our depths and anointed us for mission. 
 

 

Questions for Personal Reflection and 
Sharing 
Why do you think Jesus was baptized if He 
is God? 
 
What is your favorite image of God in this 
week’s readings?  What about that image 
brings you comfort? 
 
What is your relationship with the Holy 
Spirit like?  Do you ever pray to the Holy 
Spirit?  Why or why not? 
 
How do you prepare the way of the Lord in 
your family, neighborhood, career, and 
community? 
 

 

About Liturgy:  The More Things Stay The 
Same, The More They change 
The Rite of Baptism as revised at Vatican II, 
is a fine window into how the liturgies of the 
church both stayed the same and were 
dramatically re-envisioned, re-symbolized, 
and have significantly different 
understanding of the People of God. 
The form (trinitarian) and matter (water) 
remained the same.  But even quick 
glimpses into the structure and content of 
the rite as a whole illustrate the above 
concepts. 
 
Before Vatican II, there was only one rite of 
baptism for any age and context; now there 
are many varying rites that take into account 
various ages and other contexts.  Vestments 
of the presider changed:  in the former rite, 
the presider would begin the sacrament 
vested in purple, indicative of the 
sacrament’s forgiveness of original sin, only 
later changing to white vestments; today the 
presider wears white the entire time, 
recognizing resurrection in Christ and the 
fullness of the paschal mystery (entering 
into the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ). 
 
The former rite said nothing of any rite of 
gathering and did not even include 
Scripture; the present rites do both.  The 
blessing of water formerly was a prayer that 
was more of an exorcism, essential without 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit, and, 
consistently with other facets of the rite, 
focused on forgiveness of sins.  Our current 
water blessing is one of the fullest examples 
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of anamnesis (remembering and thanking) 
that readily invokes the Spirit and 
pronounced imagery of both cleansing and 
new life. 
 
Many in practice today use immersion in the 
water as a fuller sign of death in Christ and 
rising with Him to new life, where in the 
former rite a simpler pouring of water was 
typical.  The use of Sacred Chrism today has 
a fuller symbolism of being formed into 
Christ as priest, prophet, and king.  The light 
of the candle given the baptized once 
represented sinlessness; now a fuller 
symbolism of life in faith is described.  
Finally, today, there is a blessing where 
there had been none which reminds the 
people of the many and varied themes of the 
rite. 
 
We see, then, that baptism, at Vatican II, 
was reoriented to call the faithful to their 
rights and obligations as members of 
Christian community.  From baptism the 
whole life of the faithful proceeds, sustained 
by the Eucharist and the other sacraments.  
It’s not only about washing away the stain of 
original sin, but so much more. 
 

 

This morning during our 10:00 a.m. 
Eucharist we are celebrating the Rite of 
Welcome into the Catechumenate for our 
Catechumens and Candidate for Initiation at 
The Great Vigil of Easter.  We rejoice with 
Julia, Breeze, and Joseph as they take this 

next step in their journey of faith.  Please 
keep them in your prayers as they enter into 
and continue towards full initiation in the 
church through the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. 

 

The Floral Arrangement that graced the 
Altar for New Year’s and the Feast of the 
Epiphany of the Lord was placed to the 
Glory of God and In Loving Memory of Dan 
O’Connor by his wife, Dorothy, and the 
Nelms’ and Barnes’ Families. 
 

 

Each week I have the privilege of 
recognizing and thanking the many 
volunteers who do so much for our parish 
and community.  We can never thank our 
volunteers enough. 
 
To those who clean and maintain the 
sanctuary and bathrooms each week:  
Carole Miller, Angela Bueno, Rose 
Salamanca, Jean Rogers, Al Cosce, and 
Steve Rojek. 
 
To our Parking Lot Security Team:  Steve 
Rojek, Tony Gumina, Jose Perez, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, and Don Benson. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Lorraine Lohmeier, Bev Iacona, 
and Melodye Costanza; and all those who 
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assist with accounting, recording, banking, 
and all matters financial. 
 
To Our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Altar Servers, Adult Acolytes, 
Altar Guild, Liturgy Committee, Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, and 
Cantors.   And, to Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens each 
week. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who faithfully records 
and uploads our Liturgy to our You Tube 
channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 

 

As announced last October, 2021, we will be 
participating in the Listening Phase of the 
World-wide Synod called for by Francis, 
Bishop of Rome.  In the next few weeks, we 
will be able to announce the dates and times 
for our parishioners to come together to 
listen to one another and dialogue about the 
future of the church and to respond to the 
questions that are being posed by Francis 
and the General Secretary of the Synod.  I 
am also going to be having discussions with 
our Protestant sisters and brothers through 
the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa 
County as well as the Jewish Community. 
 
Father Ron Schmit, the Pastor of St. Anne’s 
Parish in Byron, and I have also discussed 
the possibility of having at least one evening 

that would be open to anyone to come and 
share with us their hopes and dreams, what 
they would like to see happen in our 
denomination.  All of that information will 
be forwarded to the Diocesan Taskforce as 
well as to the General Secretary of the 
Synod in Rome.  I hope you will begin to do 
some reflection and come ready to 
participate and have your voice heard when 
the listening sessions start. 
 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp in our church burns to 
The Glory of God and In Loving Memory of 
Alfredo and Elina Avelar from their 
daughter, Terry Pedras, who has made a 
financial gift to provide for the Sanctuary 
Lamp Candles for this entire year in loving 
memory of her parents. 
 
Winter Nights Update 
The Winter Nights Family Shelter will be 
located at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church  
in Walnut Creek from February 14 to 
February 28, 2022. Our parish is scheduled 
to assist with meals and volunteers for 2nd 
week, February 21-28.  
 
With the ongoing Omicron surge, health 
department rules may change just how we 
can support the shelter this year. Watch the 
Parish Newsletter or for an update via 
Flocknote shortly. 
 
Expansion Project Update –  
January 7, 2022 
Oliver & Co. presented their FINAL invoice 
for the construction of the new kitchen in the 
amount of $130,862. This is the last 
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payment on the $1,353,138 construction 
contract. The invoice has been certified by 
the architect and submitted to the diocese for 
approval. The payment will be made using 
parish funds. 
 
Banis Restaurant Design, the other 
contractor on this project, has also submitted 
a final invoice in the amount of $8,181.58. 
There are a number of minor issues that the 
committee is still dealing with and we 
anticipate these being resolved in the next 
two weeks. 
 
Everyone who contributed to this effort with 
monetary gifts and/or prayers should take a 
moment and reflect on the fact that we 
accomplished this with no outside financial 
support. A prayer thanking God is certainly 
in order for blessing St. Ignatius of Antioch 
with parishioners, present and past, who 
made this project possible with their 
generous support and patience. 
 

The health department 
has certified our 
kitchen. As part of this 
certification, all 
persons working in the 
kitchen must have a 
valid California food 
handler card. These 
cards are available by 
taking a short online 

safe food handling course. The cost is 
generally less than $10. Watch the parish 
newsletter for more information. 
 
The fire alarm system is not functional yet. 
Once this is complete, the fire district will 
conduct a final inspection of the kitchen. 
This inspection must be successfully 
completed prior to using the kitchen. 
A final inspection by the City of Antioch 
Building Department is still pending. 
 

The walls in the parish hall are being primed 
for painting. Water intrusion damage in the 
hall that was discovered during construction 
has been repaired. The old lights and fans in 
the hall must be removed and the ceiling 
painted prior to the installation of the new 
lights. Once the painting is completed and 
the lighting is in place, the new flooring will 
be installed. 
 
A significant amount of sweat equity labor 
will be required to install the new keystone 
retaining wall. The stone has not yet been 
ordered and a start date is pending. 
 
We are hopeful that the crab feed tentatively 
scheduled for February 26 will be the first 
event in our new facility. Of course, that’s 
dependent on some items beyond our 
control, including how the Omicron variant 
will affect gatherings.  
 
 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Today's First Reading contains one of my 
favorite passages: “A bruised reed He shall 
not break, a smoldering wick He shall not 
quench until He establishes justice on the 
earth.”  The past two years have left us 
bruised, our light almost out, but the Lord is 
with us as we begin another year and 
continue our fight for justice.  We start in 
this cold January to renew our hope.  “The 
people were filled with expectation” says the 
Gospel.  We, too, must renew our hope that 
this year will bring justice to the afflicted 
and peace among the nations. 
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As Amanda Gorman's New Year’s poem 
says: 

We come together 
Mourning, we come to mend 

Withered, we come to weather, 
Torn, we come to tend, 

Battered we come to better... 
We are learning 

That though we weren't ready for this, 
We have been readied by it 

 
We have been baptized “by the Holy Spirit 
and fire.”  We carry hope in our hearts, 
because we carry the promise that the Lord 
is forever with us, even when the darkness 
seems to surround us.  We are His beloved 
children in whom He is well pleased.  We 
carry on the traditions of our faith into the 
unknown future.  He calls us to a victory of 
justice.  We must be the light of the nations.  
We must stand with feet firmly fixed on the 
path of justice. 
 
I think of the horrors of the concentration 
camps of World War II, and the oppression 
of the peoples in South and Central America.  
I think of the cruelty of our prisons and the 
oppression of people of color.  Yet, we have 
examples in all these places of people who 
stood tall with hope in their hearts.  Think of 
Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Dietrict 
Bonhoffer, Dorothy Stang and so many 
others who have given us the example of 
how to fight on.  We must stand together in 
the light of their example.  We must smell 
like the sheep this year in whatever way the 
Lord leads us to help relieve the suffering of 
the poor and disenfranchised.  We must fight 
for the right to vote. 
 
Yes, we have expectations, expectations that 
we will act together to strengthen our church 
through the synodal process, expectations 
that we will let go of the past and live in the 
present with whatever changes and 
difficulties it brings.  We only have one life.  

It behooves us to live it in Christ.  We are 
His beloved children made stronger by the 
past year's suffering.  “We have been readied 
by it.”  We can take the example of many 
people of color who can “take the messy of 
the moment and make magic with it.” 
 
Now we face an uncertain future.  There is 
no “return to normal,” only a desire to be 
present to the time that is given to us, to 
bring Christ's love to all we meet, to know 
in our darkest moments that we are the light 
to the nations because the risen Christ is 
among us and His Spirit is there to guide us.  
Yes, we will make small mistakes.  We will 
have times that ego gets in the way, but if 
we are faithful to prayer, we will continue to 
hear His murmurings in our hearts and we 
will know how to let go of the way things 
“used to be,” and live in the newness of the 
moments offered to us in the year we call 
2022! 
 
 



 
Our Mission 
Catholic Charities East Bay works with youth, children, and families to 
promote resilience, strengthen families, and pursue safety and justice 
for all. 
 
What we do 
We provide housing, legal immigration, and mental health services 
to people of all cultures, ethnicities, backgrounds, and faiths. 
 
Our Programs 
Housing: we provide low-income families and seniors facing eviction 
and homelessness with back rent, security deposits, and utility 
assistance in Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties. 

 
Immigration Legal Services: We help clients earn lawful working 
status and follow a path to citizenship through Legal Consultations, 
Family-Based Visa Petitions, Permanent Residency Application and 
Renewal, U.S. Citizenship, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), Unaccompanied Minors, and more.   
 
Mental Health:  
Experience Hope in Schools and Communities – We work with 
students, schools,  and community groups serving young people, to 
provide culturally responsive approaches to overcome the challenges 
presented by pervasive violence at schools in Oakland Unified and West 
Contra Costa Unified School Districts. 
 
Day Star – We provide education and mentoring to connect youth who 
are surviving or are at risk of commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) to 
adult mentors, to increase awareness, and to decrease demand. 
 
Crisis Response Services –We provide grief counseling and family 
support services to surviving family/friends of loved ones lost to 
homicide in Oakland. 
 
Family Support Services – We work with parents and children 
referred to us by Contra Costa County Children & Family Service to 
strengthen families, improve child well-being, and help children stay 
safely with their families in their home.  
 
TRUE Academy – We help young people (ages 14 to 18) within the 
Alameda County juvenile justice system learn strategies to safely and 
productively think and respond in situations of stress, fear, and conflict.  
 
 

Founded in 1935 to serve people 
who reside within the Diocese of 
Oakland. 
 
An affiliate of Catholic Charities, 
USA, one of the largest social 
services networks in the country 
 
Our Locations 
Oakland- 433 Jefferson St 
Richmond- 217 Harbour Way 
Concord- 2120 Diamond Blvd #220 
 
Contact Us 
(510)579-3100 
 
Our Impact in 2020 
 
• 36,000 people received 

essential services. 
 

• 914 households received 
housing assistance. 
 

• 23,570 people were provided 
food during our food 
distributions. 
 

• 463 people were helped enter 
the path to citizenship. 

 
• 10,000 people helped with $500 

gift cards totaling $5 million in 
assistance (DRAI, funded by the 
State of California). 
 

• 54 families received support 
services who had lost loved ones 
due to homicide. 

 
• 84 families received in-depth 

services who were referred to us 
by Contra Costa County Family 
and Children Services. 
 

 
 
 



WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
A few hours twice a month will keep a senior from going hungry! 
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region needs volunteers to deliver  
grocery bags on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month to  
seniors in Antioch and Pittsburg. The Grocery Bag Program,  
a partnership of MOW Diablo Region and the Food Bank of  
Contra Costa and Solano, provides groceries to seniors who  
can cook simple meals but can’t travel to the food bank.

To learn more, contact Casey Claibourne at 925.448.3695 or 
cclaibourne@mowdr.org. To sign up to volunteer, apply online  
at https://www.mowdiabloregion.org/deliver-meals or contact 
Lee Davenport at 925.954.8736 or ldavenport@mowdr.org. 
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