
1 
 

Parish Newsletter 
For  
16 January 2022 
 

 
The Second Sunday in Winter’s 
Ordinary Time 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting on the 
Gospel 
At Cana we meet Mary for the first time in 
John’s gospel, and we hear the first and last 
words that she speaks in this gospel.  They 
are at the same wedding, but come 
independently, Jesus being described as also 
invited with His disciples.  John never refers 
to Jesus’ mother by her personal name, nor 
does he do this when speaking of “the 
beloved disciple.”  Both the ideal woman 
disciple and the ideal man are described 
only by their relationship to Jesus.  The 
mother of the Lord is the discerning one 
who notices that the wine has run out.  She 
stands before Jesus in the privileged role of 
mother and presents Him with the problem.  
Jesus’ reply to her words have a note of 
rebuke as He calls her “Woman,” not the 
expected response to one’s own mother. 
 
The mother is loved, but she is also an 
outsider – outside of Jesus’ free, unique 

relationship to God, His Father.  This pain 
will thrust through her most deeply when 
she is again named as “woman” on Golgotha 
and is the beloved and last gift from whom 
Jesus dispossesses Himself before He hands 
over His breath to His Father.  Then will be 
the “hour” that Jesus tells His mother has 
not yet come in Cana. 
 
His mother is persevering, even in the pain 
of Jesus’ response that amounts to telling 
her to keep out of it.  How readily do we 
persevere in our discipleship when faced 
with what seems to be a rebuke to our faith?  
The mothers’ faith in the words of the Word 
Made Flesh goes beyond understanding.  
Not understanding, not hoping, but believing 
– because “hope that sees for itself is not 
hope” (Romans 8:24) – the mother speaks to 
the stewards, “Do whatever He tells you.”  
We never hear her speak again in John’s 
gospel.  Even on Golgotha, there is nothing 
more to be spoken out of her motherhood 
and discipleship.  These words are enough 
for her, enough for John’s community – and 
enough for us.  In obedience to Jesus’ 
words, the servants fill to the brim the six 
water jars used for the Jewish purificatory 
rites; then they draw and take the water-
become wine to the steward.  The steward, 
who has not heard the words of Jesus or His 
mother, implies that it is the bridegroom 
who is responsible for this best wine.  The 
Cana bridegroom is a shadowy, silent, and 
inactive presence, a foil for the next time a 
bridegroom is mentioned in John 3:29, when 
John the Baptist acclaims Jesus to be the 
Bridegroom of His people and himself as the 
best man who, according to cultural practice, 
presents the Bridegroom to the bride Israel 
and then withdraws. 
 
The purificatory jars at Cana numbered six, 
a symbolic number of incompleteness.  At 
Jesus’ “hour,” there will be a seventh jar, 
when from the clay of His passion-fired 
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humanity there will flow the wine of His 
blood, not only for purification but for 
exultant transformation. 
 
The wine-become-blood redeems and 
purifies His bride, the church, sanctifying 
and deifying her.  It allows her to anticipate 
in the Lord’s own death and transformation, 
and nourishes her with the life of the 
resurrection.  Accordingly, the wine of “the 
wedding of the Lamb” is the mystical image 
for the entire paschal feast of the Lord, the 
feast of the new and eternal covenant -
making in the loving blood of the Lamb.  It 
is this mystery of word and wine, this 
paschal celebration, which we celebrate at 
every Sunday Eucharist.  WE are now the 
wedding guests waiting to be filled with the 
sacramental wine. 
 

 

Questions for Further Reflection and 
Faith-Sharing 
What do you think your gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are? 
 
Within our parish planning committee, what 
gifts of the Holy Spirit do you see 
colleagues bringing? 
 
Think of your favorite team sport and how 
you support your team.  What would it feel 
like to apply the same “fan” activities you 
do in sports to your faith?  Do you wear 
team colors?  Do you make space in your 
week to watch games with other fans? 
 

If you were at the wedding feast at Cana, 
how do you think you’d respond if you 
watched the interaction between Mary and 
her Son? 

 

The Floral Arrangement at the Altar today is 
placed to the Glory of God and In Loving 
Memory of Alfred Radovan on the Ninth 
Anniversary of His Falling Asleep in the 
Lord by his beloved wife, Doris, and his 
children, Rima and Mary Theresa. 
 

 

The Sanctuary burns to the Glory of God 
and In Loving Memory of Alfredo and 
Elina Avelar from their daughter, Terry 
Pedras, who has made a financial gift to 
provide for the Sanctuary Lamp Candles for 
this entire year in loving memory of her 
parents. 
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As announced last October, 2021, we will be 
participating in the Listening Phase of the 
World-wide Synod called for by Francis, 
Bishop of Rome.  I am pleased to be able to 
announce the dates and times for our 
parishioners to come together to listen to 
one another and dialogue about the future of 
the church and to respond to the questions 
that are being posed by Francis and the 
General Secretary of the Synod.  The dates 
and times of the meetings are as follows: 
 
Tuesdays, February 8th, 15th, and 22nd.  
There will be a morning session from     
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and an evening 
session from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 
sessions will take place in the church (or in 
the parish hall if it is ready to be used).  On 
each date, three aspects of the Synod 
questions will be addressed, 30 minutes for 
each topic.  You are invited to attend all 
three but if that isn’t possible, hopefully at 
least one or two.  You don’t have to 
participate in all three sessions in order to 
take part.   Because of the significance of the 
listening and discussion sessions, we are 
hoping that as many parishioners as possible 
will want to participate.  I am grateful to 
Susannah Nelson, Carolyn Krantz, and 
Reggie Desmond who are helping facilitate 
the process. 
 
I am also going to be having discussions 
with our Protestant sisters and brothers 

through the Interfaith Council of Contra 
Costa County as well as the Jewish 
Community.  Father Ron Schmit, the 
Pastor of St. Anne’s Parish in Byron, and I 
have also discussed the possibility of having 
at least one evening that would be open to 
anyone to come and share with us their 
hopes and dreams, what they would like to 
see happen in our denomination.  All of that 
information will be forwarded to the 
Diocesan Taskforce as well as to the 
General Secretary of the Synod in Rome.  I 
hope you will begin to do some reflection 
and come ready to participate and have your 
voice heard when the listening sessions start. 
 
Here is the Prayer for the Synod that I invite 
you to join us in praying: 
 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we 
gather together in Your name. 
 
With You alone to guide us, make 
Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go and how we 
are to pursue it. 
 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us 
promote disorder. 
 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the 
wrong path nor partiality influence our 
actions. 
 
Let us find in You our unity so that we 
may journey together to eternal life and 
not stray from the way of truth and what 
is right. 
 
All this we ask of You, who are at work in 
every place and time, in the communion 
of the Father and the Son, forever and 
ever. 
 
Amen. 
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Each week I have the privilege of 
recognizing and thanking the many 
volunteers who do so much for our parish 
and community.  We can never thank our 
volunteers enough. 
 
To those who clean and maintain the 
sanctuary and bathrooms each week:  Jean 
Rogers, Al Cosce, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To our Parking Lot Security Team:  Steve 
Rojek, Tony Gumina, Jose Perez, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, and Don Benson. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Lorraine Lohmeier, Bev Iacona, 
and Melodye Costanza; and all those who 
assist with accounting, recording, banking, 
and all matters financial. 
 
To Our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Altar Servers, Adult Acolytes, 
Altar Guild, Liturgy Committee, Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, and 
Cantors.   And, to Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens each 
week. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who faithfully records 
and uploads our Liturgy to our YouTube 
channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
The members of our Art & Environment 
Committee who transformed the sanctuary 
from Christmas to Winter’s Ordinary Time 
last Monday:  Tony and Claudia Gumina, 

Philip Hadsell, Leo and Minnie Rivera, 
Kristine Shoemaker, Don Benson, Rich 
Confetti, Father Robert, Pablo and 
Norma Villegas, Alejandra Garcia 
Hernandez, Doris Radovan, Kathleen 
Maasberg, Dave Simpson, Peter 
Degl’Innocenti, and Jean Rogers. 
 
Virginia Noack who vacuums the carpets in 
the narthex daily as well as cleans the 
bathrooms and empties the garbage cans. 
 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is once 
again being offered each Saturday afternoon 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and by appointment. 
 

 
From Werner Hoch 
To smile at someone who is sad, to visit 
even for a little while, someone who is 
lonely; to give someone shelter from the rain 
with an umbrella; to read something for 
someone who is blind - these and others can 
be small things, but they are appropriate to 
express our love of God concretely.  The 
very fact that God has placed a certain 
person on our path, is a sign that God wants 
us to do something for him or her.  It is not 
by chance.  We are bound by conscience to 
help him or her.   
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Peace begins with a smile.  I will never 
understand all the good that a smile can 
accomplish.   
 
So, if you cannot feed a hundred people, 
then feed just one at a time.  You will be 
amazed that at the end of the day - you will 
actually have fed a hundred people or more 
and this is what God has put us on earth for:  
to help those that need our help, without 
asking why.   
 
For various reasons, families arrive at our 
parish asking quietly for our help.  Yes, this 
is our calling:  to help those in need.  
 
Thank you to all those who come and 
volunteer without being asked to do so.  We 
may only serve one family at a time, but at 
the end of our volunteer time we, as a group, 
have assisted 188 families in need with 
groceries, staples, fresh fruits and 
vegetables.  
 
Thank you ever so much, 
Werner 💒💒 
 

 
This coming Week, January 17th through the 
22nd, the following funeral services will take 
place: 
 
Wednesday, 19 January 2022:  Memorial 
Funeral Liturgy for Gaetano “Tom” 
Gumina, Pittsburg Funeral Chapel, 
Pittsburg; 11:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday, 20 January 2022:  Coffman 
Committal Service, Oak View Memorial 
Park, Antioch; 11:00 a.m. 
 
Saturday, 22 January 2022:  Memorial 
Funeral Liturgy for Carmela Barrese, in 
church, 10:30 a.m. 
 

                   
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
If you are interested in becoming a Eucharist 
Minister, in-person training is mandatory 
and will be provided. The date of the 
training is Sunday, February 6, 2022 at 
11:30 a.m. in the Church. This training is 
also open to any current Eucharistic 
Minister, who would like to train for the 
Head Eucharistic Minister position. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Shelli Daviess at  
925- 778-0768 ext. 305. 
 

         
Upcoming Dates for Relay for Life 
Fundraisers 
Maryann Peddicord and I have served as co-
captains for the St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Relay for Life team. Our Relay team has 
supported the American Cancer Society 
through fundraising for 21 years.  This year 
the Relay for Life walk will happen the third 
week of June, and as always, Maryann and I 
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invite our parishioners to sign up as 
members of our church team.  The sign up is 
very simple and takes just a few minutes on 
line: Simply go to: 
www.relayforlife.org/thedelta Once there 
you will see The St. Ignatius of Antioch 
team. Click on the team and sign up! If you 
are not able to or don’t feel quite up to 
joining the team that’s ok. There are several 
ways you can support our continued 
fundraising efforts.  We will have a Spring 
Tea in my backyard on Sunday,  
March 22nd, at the end of April a Golf 
tournament, and on June 11th a mini relay in 
the back forty of our church parking lot. 
More information will follow for each of 
these events. If you simply would like to 
make a donation, please feel free to come 
see me or Maryann. 
 
Maryann and I are never embarrassed about 
asking for donations for this wonderful 
organization.  We are asking for restaurant 
gift cards, bakery gift cards and flower shop 
gift cards to use in our raffle prizes.  Please 
contact us if you would like to donate any of 
those items.  Our Relay organization has an 
online auction on Facebook every month to 
help raise funds, and we can certainly use 
any items donated for the auctions. 
 
With Sincerest Appreciation, 
 
Alicia Perez, (16-year Cancer Survivor) and 
Maryann Peddicord 
Co-Captains, St. Ignatius of Antioch Relay 
for Life Team 
 
 

 

 

 
Winter Nights Update 
The Winter Nights Family Shelter will be 
located at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 
Walnut Creek from February 14 through 
February 28, 2022. Our parish is scheduled 
to assist with meals and volunteers for 2nd 
week, February 21-28. With the ongoing 
Omicron surge, health department rules may 
change just how we can support the shelter 
this year. Watch the Parish Newsletter or for 
an update via Flocknote shortly. 
 
 

         
Adult Confirmation Classes Begin Soon 

Start Your Registration Now 
Everyone needing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation for full initiation into the 
Church, to be a godparent, to be considered 
for the Diaconate, and to receive the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit should start their registration 
process now. 
 
Classes will begin Wednesday, May 4th at 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the church. Classes 
will continue on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. Confirmation will be at the 
Cathedral in Oakland on Saturday June 4th. 
Your Baptism certificate and registration 
form must be received by the Diocese by 
April 5th. To receive a registration form, 
contact Peter Degl'Innocenti, Confirmation 
Coordinator, at 1(925) 756-6172.  
 
Don’t delay, start now.  

http://www.relayforlife.org/thedelta
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Expansion Project Update  
14 January 2022 
With the final payment of $8,181.58 this 
week, the Banis Restaurant Design contract 
is now paid in full.  
 
Work on the fire alarm system continues. 
The work is expected to be completed by the 
end of next week with the next steps being 
fire district and city inspections of the 
kitchen. 
 
The parish is renting a lift next week. This 
equipment is required to paint the ceiling in 
the parish hall and install the new lights. The 
preparation of the parish hall walls for 
painting continues. Once the lights are 
installed and the painting is completed, 
installation of the new flooring will be 
scheduled. 
 
Repairs to the outdoor electrical conduit 
lines damaged during construction have 
started. Now that the cabinets salvaged from 
the old kitchen have been installed in the 
new hall storerooms, "homes" are being 
found for all the supplies and equipment that 
are currently sitting on the floor. 
 
We are hopeful that the crab feed tentatively 
scheduled for February 26 will be the first 
event in our new facility. Of course, that’s 
dependent on some items beyond our 
control, including how the Omicron variant 
will affect gatherings.  
 
 
 

Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
These past years, we have been flooded with 
grief and sorrow.  We have experienced 
significant change in how the world works.  
How do we let the floods of sorrow become 
the wine of God's grace?  How do we see 
differently?  Teilhard De Chardin give us a 
clue:  “My God, I deliver myself up with 
utter abandon to those fearful forces of 
dissolution which, I blindly believe, will this 
day cause my narrow ego to be replaced by 
your divine presence.” (Hymn of the 
universe, Harper and Row, 1961, p. 25) 
 
In the wedding feast of Cana, Mary knew 
what Jesus could do and in the compassion 
of her heart, prods Him to begin His 
ministry of miracles.  “Fill the jars with 
water,” he says.  Fill our lives with the water 
of sorrow that He may make us into His 
image. 
 
Our sorrows, our hurts, our sufferings, all go 
into the process of becoming saints.  We 
must suffer with Him, be like Him, so that 
the world can be made whole again.  In 
order to rise from this pandemic, from the 
violence in our streets, from the faults in our 
democracy, we must present ourselves to the 
throne of grace with open hearts, not with 
answers or wishes that come from ego.  It is 
hard to open ourselves to the unknown.  We 
must try to continually open ourselves and 
look for the hallmarks of the Spirit in our 
lives.  The good wine comes at the end of 
the story. 
 
The Spirit is the Giver of Gifts.  As we sit in 
prayer trying to process all the pain and 
suffering of the past two years, we look for 
the gifts of the Spirit in our lives.  Who 
gives us the courage to go on?  Who gives 
us the strength to know how to embrace the 
unknown future?  Who gives us the 
recognition of grace working in those 
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around us?  The Spirit, active and moving in 
our lives. 
 
In prayer we contact and commune with the 
true Reality.  We grasp that there is no 
separate self.  “I am the single articulation of 
the oneness of all that is,” says De Chardin.  
In prayer we find “the current which I dare 
call my life.”  That current is in the waters 
of sorrow we are experiencing.  That is what 
the Father makes into glorious tasting wine. 
Only the Spirit helps us to see that our 
suffering united to Jesus' will create a new 
resurrection. 
 
Isaiah says in the first reading that our 
“vindication shines forth like the dawn and 
victory like a burning torch.”  The other side 
of suffering is the glory of God's grace 
acting in the world.  When we connect with 
the current of pain that exists in our world, 
we have the opportunity to bring all into the 
glory of Jesus' resurrection.  “As the 
bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so God will 
rejoice in you.”  As the night brings 
darkness, so the dawn brings rejoicing.  We 
are a resurrected people and Alleluia in our 
song.  All we have to do is to let go and let 
God lead us forward. 
 
 

 
California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 
we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 

California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 
kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 
has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 
organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 
 

  

 


