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Parish Newsletter 
For 
16 October 2022 
 

 
THE 29TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
From Father Robert – Reflection On The 
Gospel 
As Jesus travels with His disciples to 
Jerusalem, today’s gospel describes how He 
tells stories that smash some stereotypes.  
We meet an insistent widow and an unjust 
judge whom she gets the better of.  The 
parable is prefaced with Jesus’ comment 
about the need to pray always and not lose 
heart, but it is a parable that not only 
illustrates the importance of persistent 
prayer but also concerns the persistence 
pursuit of justice.  The world of the parable 
is a difficult world, especially for a woman 
who is widowed and apparently without any 
sons or male relatives, since she represents 
herself before the judge.  It is a world of 
injustice, suspected bribery, contemptuous 
judiciary, for struggling and marginalized 
women.  Yet if we look beyond the cultural 
context, we can recognize similarities in the 
way human beings relate to one another 
today.  Huge backlogs of court cases for the 
poor who cannot afford expert legal help; 
judges who jockey for positions behind the 
scenes while cultivating the government that 
appoints them; charges of bribery among 
keepers of law and order that are either 

upheld or dismissed; such are the headlines 
in our own daily newspapers. 
 
The judge of the parable is everything he is 
not supposed to be, according to Sirach 
35:14-19, which is a portrait of a just judge 
who is especially attentive to the 
supplications of widows and orphans.  The 
widow of this parable, however, does not 
dissolve into tears at her unjust treatment.  
She is no silent figure hovering in the 
shadows of her disregarded gender and 
marital status.  She comes in from the 
margins of society loudly demanding justice 
of the judge who fears neither God nor 
anyone else.  He is apparently shameless in 
a culture where honor and shame largely 
defined one’s social response and reputation.  
There is also a lurking suspicion that the 
widow’s opponent may have bribed favor 
from the judge.  In the end, the judge gives 
in to the woman, admitting that what she 
asks are her just rights and she “keeps 
bothering me.”  The widow reveals the 
power of weakness, as Jesus Himself will 
soon do in His passion, death, and 
resurrection. 
 
The judge is described as dishonest and 
contemptuous in order to put him in sharp 
contrast with God and to establish the 
argumentative technique of “from the lesser 
to the greater.”  If even a judge like this one 
gave in to the widow because of self-interest 
and suspect motives, how much more, 
suggests Jesus, will our compassionate God 
do justice for those who persist in their 
prayer and their faith.  The destitute and the 
despised, those with no voting power, those 
on the losing side are offered in the person 
of Jesus the presence and grace of God.  
Jesus’ disciples, therefore, are to persist in 
prayer and be accountable for justice, 
advocating for people on the margins and 
enabling the defenseless to find their own 
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voices, because what is not just is not of 
God. 
 
To prayer that is persistent and constant 
must also be added the qualities of trust and 
patience that support the belief that God 
answers persevering prayer when and how 
God wills.  That the timeline may be lengthy 
is suggested by the “sandwiching” of the 
parable between the preceding narrative 
about the “last days” and the last verse of 
today’s reading.  Our faith should be “night 
and day” faith like Anna’s, the first widow 
whom we meet in Luke’s gospel, faith that 
endures until the coming of the Son of Man 
at the end of both our own personal life and 
the Second Coming at the end of human 
history. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Mediation, and Sharing 
Have you ever achieved something because 
of pure, dogged persistence?  What was so 
important that you refused to give up on it? 
 
Have you ever given into someone because 
of his or her persistence?  Did you find this 
annoying?  Did  you relent because you 
were annoyed, or because you realized how 
important this was for the other person? 
 
What is something you pray about 
constantly that has yet to be fulfilled or 
answered?  Why do you keep praying? 
 
What do you use Scripture for?  What is its 
main purpose in your life?  How do you use 
it as a tool? 

 
About Liturgy:  The Holiness of Saying 
“No” 
Weariness can set upon any of us, especially 
as with each passing day it seems we are 
both called to do more and more, and find it 
more and more difficult to say “no” to 
requests of our time and talents.  Yet one of 
the holiest words there is (in addition to the 
word “and”) is “no.”  God indeed often 
answers prayers with a “no,” or at least a 
“not right now” or an “I have something 
even better in mind.” 
 
The ability to say “no” is a necessary skill 
for all of us.  This response should not be 
seen as withholding “god’s love and grace 
from those in need, but rather as preserving 
your time and energy to devote to 
obligations already taken on.  Stretching 
oneself too thin can result in fulfilling 
commitments in a partial, incomplete, or 
tardy manner, or bringing on stress, anxiety, 
and burnout to yourself, which is both 
unhealthy and unhelpful in the long run.  All 
of us must practice self-care:  loving your 
neighbor as you love yourself means loving 
yourself!  Know your limits, take time to 
rest and rejuvenate, and return a strong 
servant of the Lord. 
 
Self-control is lauded as a needed Christian 
virtue, from the book of Proverbs to Paul’s 
second letter to Timothy and beyond.  In the 
present context, the most helpful Bible verse 
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may be this:  “Let your ‘Yes” mean ‘Yes’ 
and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’”   (Matthew 5:37) 
 

 
About Liturgical Documents:  About Dies 
Domini – Keeping Holy The Sabbath 
The last liturgical document we will spend 
significant time considering in this series of 
articles is Dies Domini, an apostolic letter 
promulgated by Pope John Paul II on July 
30, 1998.  It stands as a modern-day 
reminder of all the various things Sunday 
symbolizes and represents to the Christian 
believer, but five broad ideas come to the 
fore:  creation, resurrection, Eucharist, 
Sabbath, and time. 
 
Without any real additions to liturgical law, 
this document does indicate a philosophy 
and approach to keeping the Lord’s Day 
holy, as indicated in the ancient 
commandment.  The core of the document, 
because it is the core of our faith, is the 
Paschal Mystery, the “full revelation of the 
mystery of the world’s origin, the climax of 
the history of salvation and the anticipation 
of the eschatological fulfillment of the 
world.  What God accomplished in Creation 
and wrought for His People in the Exodus 
has found its fullest expression in Christ’s 
life, death, and resurrection, though its 
definitive fulfillment will not come until the 
end of time, when Christ returns in glory.  In 
Him, the ‘spiritual’ meaning of the Sabbath 
is fully realized, as St. Gregory the Great 
declares:  ‘For us, the true Sabbath is the 

person of our Redeemer, our Lord Jesus 
Christ’” (DD18). 

Placing the Paschal Mystery as part of 
God’s continuing creation points the 
believer to Sunday as the “Eighth Day,” the 
day of new creation by Christ’s victory over 
death and the grave.  Sunday, then, becomes 
both a celebration of the day of rest at the 
end of God’s initial creation and a 
celebration of being made new by God’s 
Son:  “We move from the ‘Sabbath’ to the 
“first day after the Sabbath,’ from the 
seventh day to the first day:  the dies Domini 
becomes the dies Christi!’” (18). 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Carole Miller, Jean 
Rogers, Phil Hadsell, Al Cosce, Jun Bajet, 
Esther Dimicali, Mency Osborn, Steve 
Rojek, and Ada Nnaji. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
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To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, and Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.   
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
The Grotto  
This past week, Don Benson shared with me 
that the Caution tape at the Grotto is there to 
block the stairs because they are working on 
the transition between the new pavers and 
steps and didn’t want anyone to be in danger 
of tripping.  The Grotto can still be accessed 
by using the walkway next to the sidewalk.  
The Grotto is not in immediate danger of 
falling however it is deteriorating and will 
need to be replaced with a new Shrine to 

Mary, preserving the present statue, but 
creating a new, safe shrine for the statue to 
be in.  It will include lighting and 
landscaping around it that befits such a 
special devotional space.   
 

 
Sacristan(s) Needed for the 10:00 a.m. 
Eucharist 
A wonderful opportunity for liturgical 
service is available for a parishioner to 
become a Sacristan for our 10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist.  The Sacristan prepares for the 
celebration of the liturgy by placing the 
vessels needed on the Credence Table and 
makes sure that everything that is needed for 
the celebration of the liturgy is ready and in 
place.  At the conclusion of the liturgy, the 
Sacristan removes the vessels, the 
Lectionary, the Presider’s Book and the 
Lector’s Binder and replaces them in the 
Sacristy, makes sure that the vessels have 
been purified, dried, and put away until the 
next time they are used, extinguishes the 
candles at the Altar and Ambo, turns off the 
lights, locks the main doors to the church, 
and makes sure the building is secured.  The 
Sacristan may be either a woman or man, or 
several people to alternate the duties each 
week.  If you would be interested in this 
ministry, please contact me.  The necessary 
training will be provided.  
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Federation of Fire Chaplains Annual 
Conference 
I am away this weekend in Atlanta for the 
Annual Federation of Fire Chaplains 
Conference and will return this coming 
Thursday, 20 October 2022.  Fire Chaplains 
from all over the world attend the week of 
training, a Memorial Service, Recognitions, 
Prayer, and the Annual Banquet.  I have 
once again been invited to preside and 
preach for the Opening Eucharist.  I am 
grateful to Father Richard for covering the 
parish this weekend for our liturgies.  Please 
know that I will carry all of you with me in 
prayer and heart while I am away. 
 

 
This year, All Saints Day falls on Tuesday, 
November 1st and is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  We are privileged to gather for 
Holy Eucharist at both 8:00 a.m. and  
7:30 p.m. 
 
All Souls Day, the Commemoration of All 
the Faithful Departed, takes place on 
Wednesday, November 2nd and once again 
we will gather for Holy Eucharist at  

8:00 a.m.  Please bring photographs of your 
loved ones to place on the Memorial Table 
to commemorate them during the Liturgy. 
 

 
In this difficult time, everyone needs a 
helping hand.  With the assistance of 20 
volunteer helpers, the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa & Solano supplied delicious items to 
231 families! Among those items were 
bananas, mangos, apples, and many assorted 
vegetables, as well as refrigerated boxes 
with milk, eggs, cheese, canned fruit and 
vegetables. 
 
The cars were lined up before 3:00 pm. We 
started giving out items at 3:30 pm until 
around 4:45 pm.  No one had to get out of 
their car, as we loaded all items into their 
trunks or sometimes into the back seat. 
Everyone that came drove away with a 
treasure of goodies, that’s for sure.  With a 
group of cheerful helpers, the time seemed 
to just fly by. 
 
We received thanks from many recipients, 
some of them coming for the first time to  
St. Ignatius of Antioch.  The Food Bank was 
very glad the needy families were supplied 
with outstanding food and we are more than 
happy to give all those items out.   
 
Really, an hour of your time to come here 
and donate is an hour well spent.  The good 
Lord asks us to come and give of your time 
and talent, and we give generously.  What a 
better way to help and serve the less 
fortunate families than to give our time and 
help.  Thank you all for what you do. 
Werner 💒💒 
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Evening of Reflection 
Please join us for our first ‘Evening of 
Reflection’ in the Parish Hall on 
Wednesday, October 19th from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.  Please enter the Parish Hall 
through the back doors.  Light refreshments 
will be served.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 
 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Returns 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word begins 
this Sunday during the 10:00 a.m. Liturgy 
for children 1st through 5th grades in the 
Parish Hall. 
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Volunteer Shortage 
The St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room 
urgently needs help serving lunch on 
Saturday and Sunday at the Pittsburg 
location, 1415 Simpson Court (off of East 
Leland), 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. 
 
Please help them by signing up to volunteer 
to feed our neighbors in need by emailing 
lisag@loavesfishescc.org or visiting Loaves 

and Fishes of Contra Costa’s website at 
https://loavesfishescc.org . 
 

 
The Church of the Future:  A Busy 
Person’s Retreat 
Saturday, November 26 through 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at  
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP and Sr. Patricia Bruno, OP are 
returning to facilitate a wonderful retreat 
experience during this Advent Season. 
 
The Retreat Schedule is as follows:   
Saturday and Sunday, November 26 and 27, 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia will be preaching at 
all liturgies this weekend. 
 
Monday – Wednesday, November 28 – 30, 
two daily sessions are offered.  The morning 
session begins at the 8:00 a.m. liturgy.  
Light refreshments will be served.  The 
evening session begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Holy Cross Cemetery will be opening early 
for All Souls Day on November 2nd.   Our 
gates will be open for visitors at sunrise 
7:00 am and will close at 6:00 pm.  Please 
plan accordingly.   
 
For more information on the planned events, 
please call 925-757-0658. 
 

mailto:lisag@loavesfishescc.org
https://loavesfishescc.org/
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Last week we held our first Women's Spirit 
group meeting.  We reviewed the four 
aspects of human beings: intellect, emotions, 
physical conditions and spiritual life.  We 
meditated on the condition of these aspects 
of being human.  Then we shared how we 
were doing with each of them in Christ.  It 
was a good spiritual review.  I would invite 
any women interested to come to the next 
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 20 at 9:30.  See 
flyer for details. 
 
The Epistle today invites us to “Pray always 
and never loose heart.”  It encourages us to 
endure and trust even if it seems that God is 
taking a long time answering!  We can all 
probably name places in our lives where our 
endurance is being tested.  Maybe it's a 
recalcitrant child, or a battle with a sibling, 
or a disagreement with a spouse.  Or maybe 
it's the situation in Ukraine or the violence 
in Oakland that seems to go on and on.  The 
Epistle asks, “Will God find any faith on 
earth.”  Can we endure to the end as Jesus 
did? 
 
The only way to win the battle is to have 
support in our efforts as Moses did in the 
first reading.  Just as Moses' friends 
continued to help him hold up his arms 
during the battle, we need others to pray 
with us about life's difficulties.  This is what 
the Christian community is for.  That is why 
we have the Prayers of the Faithful after the 
Creed.  Ask someone this week to help you 
pray for a situation in your life.  After all 

Jesus promised, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there I am in 
the midst of them.” 
 
I remember when I was little, my mother 
had a friend named Charlotte who lived 
down the street.  They met, “for coffee” two 
to three times a week to discuss their lives 
together, and commend them to the Lord.  
We all need this kind of friend.  Can you 
name yours?  If not, pray about this and ask 
God to show you who should be your 
“friend in Jesus.”  This is important so that 
“your hands remain steady until sunset.”  
We are not alone.  We have a Christian 
community to help us. 
 
God charges us to preach the Word 
constantly and not lose patience.  This 
quality of endurance marks us as Christians 
after the example of Jesus who endured the 
cross.  We are encouraged to never lose 
patience, but keep our hands up in prayer.  
St. Helena prayed for her son who became 
St. Augustine, all her life.  When he was 
converted, he became a great theologian and 
an example for the whole church, but it did 
not happen overnight.  Sometimes we say, 
“How long, O Lord!”  But we don't stop 
asking. When we commend someone to 
God, it is like putting an aura of holiness 
around them.  They may resist, but it is still 
there like the air we breathe. 
 
Lastly, I would like to recommend to you a 
meditation book just published by a friend 
of mine, Francis Vanderwall, called “32 
Healing Meditations for a Wounded World,” 
just out on Amazon.  Our prayers need to be 
broader than just “me and mine.”  When you 
pray daily, do you include local and world 
situations that certainly need God's presence 
and guidance?  Pick one or two and include 
them in your daily prayer.  Include those in 
need in the St. Ignatius of Antioch 
community.  We depend on each other.  We 
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all walk around with “the rawness of a 
broken heart.”  We put our hearts together in 
the Eucharist each Sunday for healing and 
hope, and we depend on the prayers of one 
another during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

St. Ignatius of Antioch Knights of Columbus 

Parish Festival Breakfast 2022 



 



    

 G.I.F.T.  Peter Degl’Innocenti, Pastoral 
Associate is excited to bring back Growing in Faith Together. 
Beginning Friday, September 9, 2022 and Fridays thereafter from 8:45    
a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the parish hall. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Women’s Spirit    
 Carolyn Krantz, Pastoral Associate 
A four-part series offering a chance for 
Christian Women to share their journey and 
find Christ operating in their lives.  Sessions 
are bi-weekly, beginning October 6,2022 on 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  at St. 
Ignatius of Antioch Parish Hall.  Sessions to 
follow are October 20, November 3 & 17, 

2022. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Living the Kingdom: An Exploration 
  of the Gospel of Matthew 
Presented by David Nelson  
MA in Education from St. Mary’s College 
Beginning Monday, October 3 and thereafter October 
10, 17, 31 and November 7, 2022. All sessions are 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and held in St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Parish Hall. Please enter through the back 
door. 

Morning Sessions Have Been Added: 9:00 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 





Grandma’s Back Again! 

 HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER  

$16 FROZEN PIES OR COBBLER 

ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PLACE YOUR ORDERS EARLY       
SALES END NOVEMBER 10th 

Purchase your holiday pies now.  These pies 

keep up to 1 year in your freezer. 

FROZEN PIES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICK 
UP IN THE ST IGNATIUS PARKING LOT 

BETWEEN 2:30PM & 3:30PM ON                      
SATURDAY, NOV. 19th 

 

  PUMPKIN, PEACH COBBLER or DUTCH APPLE  

plus 10” two-crust PIES: Apple, Apricot, Boysenberry,  

Mixed Berry or Strawberry Rhubarb 

Please place your order by emailing kofc12587@gmail.com giving your contact 

phone number and your order.  You will receive an email confirmation. You may 
also place your order by contacting your favorite Brother Knight from Knights of 

Columbus 12587 of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Knights will then email 
kofc12587@gmail.com to place your order.  All profits will be used to do good deeds 

and help our Council meet its financial commitments.       

THANK YOU for your support! 
 

B 

 

 

 

mailto:kofc12587@gmail.com
mailto:kofc12587@gmail.com
















LOCAL ARTIST  & CRAFTERS 
WILL  SURPRISE AND DELIGHT YOU WITH:

 
HOMEMADE TREATS ,  HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY ,  HOMEMADE

SOAP & BATH SALTS ,  K ITCHEN L INENS ,  APRONS,  PHOTO
CARDS,  SPECIALTY BABY ITEMS,  AND SO MUCH MORE.

 
BROWSE AND SHOP,  ENJOY SOME HOT LUNCH,  RAFFLE ,  BAKE

SALE & PICTURES WITH SANTA

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL’S  ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & LUNCHEON

Raf f le  P r i zes  i nc lude :  
1s t  P r i ze :  B l i ss  Mind  &  Body  Coup les  Massage  &  Dinne r

2nd  P r i ze :  I t a l ian  Da te  N igh t  Gi f t  Baske t
3 rd  P r i ze :  Handmade  Wal l  Hang ing  f rom Te r ry  Mate jcek

And  many  more  p r i zes

QUESTIONS:
CONTACT LOUANNE GRILLO

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL (925)  439-1014

WHEN:  SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5 ,  2022
WHERE :  ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL

TIME :  9 :00AM -  2 :00PM

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL ~  425  W.  4TH STREET PITTSBURG,  CA 94565
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