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THE 30TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
In the homily he preached at the Funeral 
Liturgy of his friend, Basil Cardinal Hume, 
OSB, Bishop John Crowley described the 
cardinal’s reaction when he learned of his 
terminal cancer two months earlier.  Hume 
told him that at first he was tempted to feel:  
“if only…If only I could start all over again, 
I would be a much better monk, a much 
better abbot, a much better bishop.  But then 
I thought, then I thought how much better if 
I can come before God when I die not to say 
thank you that I was such a good monk a 
good abbot, a good bishop, but rather, ‘God, 
be merciful to me a sinner.’ For if I come 
empty-handed then I will be ready to receive 
God’s gift. ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.’” For that reason, Basil Hume 
himself chose for his Funeral Liturgy gospel 
the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector that we hear this Sunday. 
 
Last Sunday’s gospel spoke about persistent 
prayer; this week it is about both 
presumptuous prayer and humble prayer.   
The parable praises those who, like Basil 
Hume, realize the wisdom of coming before 

God not only with awareness of their sins, 
but also with abiding trust in God’s mercy.  
Luke notes that Jesus told this parable to 
those who trusted in their own goodness and 
regarded others with contempt, but there is 
no indication in the text that Jesus’ audience 
consisted only of Pharisees. 
 
The setting for the parable is public temple 
worship, not private devotions.  From 
beginning to end, Jesus draws a sharp 
contrast between the two men who go there 
to pray.  The Pharisee, a pious lay leader, 
stood and prayed about himself.  His prayer 
is a litany of self-congratulation, self-
advertisement, and self-aggrandizement, a 
litany of repeated “I’s.”  Exalted in his own 
eyes, the Pharisee looks down on others, 
adding the tax collector to his list of 
undesirable companions or worshipers.  In 
the custom of the time, the Pharisee’s prayer 
would be audible, a litany of moral virtue 
for which he himself, not God, is 
responsible.  It is announced not only to God 
(in case God doesn’t know) but also to the 
other worshipers around him.  His tithing 
and fasting are beyond what was required, 
but his boasting gives the lie to his claim to 
virtue.  If we are regular churchgoers, 
reasonably generous financial supporters of 
our parish, it might be rather shocking, but 
sobering, to stand with the Pharisee, rather 
than the tax collector, and look into our own 
heart.  How dependent on God do we 
acknowledge ourselves to be?  How self-
satisfied are we about our religious 
observance?  Are we dismissive of or mean-
spirited about those who are on the margins 
of church and society, or outside both?  And 
how do such attitudes and judgments affect 
our relationship with God and our prayer 
life? 
 
The love of God can so easily turn into 
idolatrous self-love. If we regard God’s gift 
as our possession, the gift is cancelled out.  
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Prayer is distorted into boasting by 
comparisons with and judgment of our 
sisters and brothers.  The Pharisee becomes 
another kind of “tax collector” of exorbitant 
self-adulation. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Are you the Pharisee or the tax collector?  
Which traits do you feel you share with one 
or the other today? 
 
Do you consider yourself to be righteous?  
Why or why not?  How do you feel about 
this? 
 
When you “serve the poor,” whom do you 
think of first?  How does God call you to 
continue to “serve the poor?” 
 
Do you consider yourself to be poor?  In 
what way? 
 

 
About Liturgy:  Being A Fool for Christ 
There is a familiar Christian paradox of 
finding strength in weakness.  This is 
perhaps most manifest today when people 
“lead from behind,” exercising servant 

leadership by washing feet in multiple ways 
and leading by example and relationship 
rather than by power and authority. 
 
We sometimes hear, also, about becoming a 
“fool for Christ.”  This can be both the 
hardest lesson for a disciple to learn and the 
most difficult to live from day to day, 
particularly when modern society pulls us in 
precisely the opposite direction and holds up 
as good and valuable the drive to achieve 
status and acquire power, fame, and wealth. 
 
Those of us in leadership roles:  let us bring 
this mode of discipleship to our ministries; 
let us bring not hierarchy to our structures, 
but communion, humility and service, to the 
point of being seen as a fool perhaps by the 
world around us.  Let us bring about the 
worship of Christ in the manner in which He 
loved:  loving, sacrificial service to all, 
especially to the least among us. 
 

 
About Liturgical Documents – About Dies 
Domini – Resurrection and Eucharist 
As Dies Domini continues its exploration of 
the Day of the Lord, it next turns its 
attention to Sunday as a “weekly Easter,” 
the day of resurrection and new creation.  
Last time this article mentioned Sunday as 
the “Eighth Day” and that facet is expanded 
now as not just a single day but an image of 
eternity:  “St. Basil explains that Sunday 
symbolizes that truly singular day which 
will follow the present time, the day without 
end which will know neither evening nor 
morning, the imperishable age which will 
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never grow old; Sunday is the ceaseless 
foretelling of life without end which renews 
the hope of Christians and encourages them 
on their way” (DD26). 
 
This day also remembers anamnetically 
Sunday as the day of the gift of light (via the 
rising sun), the gift of the Spirit, and the gift 
of faith itself.  In such a way, Sunday stands 
“as an indispensable element of our 
Christian identity” (DD30). 
 
The Eucharist – that is, the gathering of the 
assembly on Sundays for liturgy, for making 
the Lord present – is the fundamental way 
for Christians to keep Sunday holy.  The 
Day of the Lord is also the Day of the 
Church (DD35), the gathered people of God.  
It is a day of unity, of pilgrimage, and hope.  
At the table of the Word and the table of the 
Body of Christ, all partake in sacrifice and 
banquet, and are given mission into the 
world.  “The faithful must realize that, 
because of the common priesthood received 
in Baptism, ‘they participate in the offering 
of the Eucharist.’ Although there is a 
distinction of roles, they still ‘offer to God 
the divine victim and themselves with Him.  
Offering the sacrifice and receiving Holy 
Communion, they take part actively in the 
liturgy,’ finding in it light and strength to 
live their baptismal priesthood and the 
witness of a holy life” (DD 51). 
 
Dies Domini also notes that there are places 
and situations where the faithful cannot 
celebrate Eucharist for a variety of reasons.  
And, while shunning “minimalism and 
mediocrity at the level of faith” (DD 52), it 
opens the door to other expressions of faith 
that help keep the Sabbath holy:  Liturgy of 
the Hours, pilgrimages, and praying the 
Eucharist via radio, television, the internet, 
computers, tablets, and smartphones in 
today’s times. 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Carole Miller, Jean 
Rogers, Phil Hadsell, Al Cosce, Jun Bajet, 
Esther Dimicali, Mency Osborn, Steve 
Rojek, and Ada Nnaji. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.   
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
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Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
The Grotto  
Don Benson shared with me that the Caution 
tape at the Grotto is there to block the stairs 
because they are working on the transition 
between the new pavers and steps and didn’t 
want anyone to be in danger of tripping.   
The Grotto can still be accessed by using the 
walkway next to the sidewalk.   
 
The Grotto is not in immediate danger of 
falling however it is deteriorating and will 
need to be replaced with a new Shrine to 
Mary, preserving the present statue, but 
creating a new, safe shrine for the statue to 
be in.  It will include lighting and 
landscaping around it that befits such a 
special devotional space.   
 

 
Sacristans) Needed for the 10:00 a.m. 
Eucharist 
A wonderful opportunity for liturgical 
service is available for a parishioner to 

become a Sacristan for our 10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist.  The Sacristan prepares for the 
celebration of the liturgy by placing the 
vessels needed on the Credence Table and 
makes sure that everything that is needed for 
the celebration of the liturgy is ready and in 
place.  At the conclusion of the liturgy, the 
Sacristan removes the vessels, the 
Lectionary, the Presider’s Book and the 
Lector’s Binder and replaces them in the 
Sacristy, makes sure that the vessels have 
been purified, dried, and put away until the 
next time they are used, extinguishes the 
candles at the Altar and Ambo, turns off the 
lights, locks the main doors to the church, 
and makes sure the building is secured.  The 
Sacristan may be either a woman or man, or 
several people to alternate the duties each 
week.  If you would be interested in this 
ministry, please contact me.  The necessary 
training will be provided.  
 

 
This year, All Saints Day falls on Tuesday, 
November 1st and is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  We are privileged to gather for 
Holy Eucharist at both 8:00 a.m. and 
7:30 p.m. 
 
All Souls Day, the Commemoration of All 
The Faithful Departed, takes place on 
Wednesday, November 2nd and once again 
we will gather for Holy Eucharist at 
8:00 a.m.  Please bring photographs of your 
loved ones to place on the Memorial Table 
to commemorate them during the Liturgy. 
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Children’s Liturgy of the Word Returns 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word takes 
place during the 10:00 a.m. Liturgy for 
children 1st through 5th grades in the Parish 
Hall. 
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Volunteer Shortage 
The St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room 
urgently needs help serving lunch on 
Saturday and Sunday at the Pittsburg 
location, 1415 Simpson Court (off of East 
Leland), 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. 
 
Please help them by signing up to volunteer 
to feed our neighbors in need by emailing 
lisag@loavesfishescc.org or visiting Loaves 
and Fishes of Contra Costa’s website at 
https://loavesfishescc.org . 
 

 
The Church of the Future:  A Busy 
Person’s Retreat 
Saturday, November 26 through 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at  
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP and Sr. Patricia Bruno, OP are 

returning to facilitate a wonderful retreat 
experience during this Advent Season. 
 
The Retreat Schedule is as follows:   
Saturday and Sunday, November 26 and 27, 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia will be preaching at 
all liturgies this weekend. 
 
Monday – Wednesday, November 28 – 30, 
two daily sessions are offered.  The morning 
session begins at the 8:00 a.m. liturgy.  
Light refreshments will be served.  The 
evening session begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Holy Cross Cemetery will be opening early 
for All Souls Day on November 2nd.   Their 
gates will be open for visitors at sunrise 
7:00 am and will close at 6:00 pm.  Please 
plan accordingly.   
 
For more information on the planned events, 
please call 925-757-0658. 
 

 
YLI Holiday Virtual Auction 
YLI Antioch #101 is having their third 
annual Holiday Virtual Auction! The Virtual 
Auction begins on Friday, November 18, 
2022 at 8:00 a.m. and ends on Friday, 
November 25th, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. when 
winners will be announced. See our Virtual 
Auction on our Facebook page YLI Antioch 
#101.  
 
Feel free to bid 24/7 on our beautiful gifts 
and baskets.  We need your generous 

mailto:lisag@loavesfishescc.org
https://loavesfishescc.org/


6 
 

donations of completed gift baskets, gift 
cards, quilts or whatever you can donate to 
make our Virtual Auction the best one yet.  
All proceeds benefit our community. For 
donations or questions please contact our 
co-chairs Shelli Daviess @ 925 584-0843 or 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net, Kathy Augusta 
925 628-9761 or giraffiegirl@comcast.net. 
Thank you. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Today's readings remind us to be humble.  
God is the Author of Creation, and it is His 
Spirit that enlivens us and points us in the 
right direction.  Can you remember the last 
time you bragged about your 
accomplishments, or forgot to give credit to 
God for things that happen rightly?  Today's 
Gospel gives us a clue as to how we should 
behave. 
 
The Pharisee did everything “right,” but 
wanted the credit for it.  The Tax Collector 
knew that it was God who fine tunes us to 
His will and helps us accomplish it.  We 
need to engage the world from a place of 
prayer, not as if we own it.  Although there 
are many of us who are sorry for our bad 
actions, there are few of us who realize that 
every breath is God's gift, every action is by 
His grace.  We forget to ask for help when 
encountering an issue or problem.  We forget 
to say thank you at the end of each day.  
Name the biggest problem in your life, then 
give it to God, author of all. 
 
The first reading from Sirach tells us that the 

God of Justice is not deaf to the cries of the 
widow and orphan.  Widows and orphans in 
the Old Testament stood for those who had 
no support, no one to give them bread to eat 
or a place to lay their heads.  The reading 
says, “The prayer of the lowly pierces the 
clouds!”  In other words, it gets through to 
the Divine throne.  It also tells us to “not 
withdraw until the Most High responds.”  In 
other words, keep asking, keep knocking. 
 
I think I am humble, but part of me craves 
attention as if being a child of God is not 
enough.  I look for compliments and think 
that others cannot love me as I am, but God 
does!  Isn't that enough?  The Epistle says, 
“Everything created is good.  Nothing is to 
be rejected when it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by God's 
word and by prayer.”  That's the key.  If we 
go through the day with prayer, if we turn 
our minds to God more often during the day, 
we get a different view of things. 
 
So for this week, try to adopt a more 
prayerful attitude during the day.  Maybe we 
pray morning and evening, but try adding a 
noon time moment to say thank you and ask 
for what you need.  God is with us.  No 
matter how lonely or dejected we may feel, 
He is there.  His Spirit will inspire us if we 
take time to listen! 
 
 
 

 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:giraffiegirl@comcast.ne


    

 G.I.F.T.  Peter Degl’Innocenti, Pastoral 
Associate is excited to bring back Growing in Faith Together. 
Beginning Friday, September 9, 2022 and Fridays thereafter from 8:45    
a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the parish hall. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Women’s Spirit    
 Carolyn Krantz, Pastoral Associate 
A four-part series offering a chance for 
Christian Women to share their journey and 
find Christ operating in their lives.  Sessions 
are bi-weekly, beginning October 6,2022 on 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  at St. 
Ignatius of Antioch Parish Hall.  Sessions to 
follow are October 20, November 3 & 17, 

2022. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Living the Kingdom: An Exploration 
  of the Gospel of Matthew 
Presented by David Nelson  
MA in Education from St. Mary’s College 
Beginning Monday, October 3 and thereafter October 
10, 17, 31 and November 7, 2022. All sessions are 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and held in St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Parish Hall. Please enter through the back 
door. 

Morning Sessions Have Been Added: 9:00 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 













Grandma’s Back Again! 

 HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER  

$16 FROZEN PIES OR COBBLER 

ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PLACE YOUR ORDERS EARLY       
SALES END NOVEMBER 10th 

Purchase your holiday pies now.  These pies 

keep up to 1 year in your freezer. 

FROZEN PIES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICK 
UP IN THE ST IGNATIUS PARKING LOT 

BETWEEN 2:30PM & 3:30PM ON                      
SATURDAY, NOV. 19th 

 

  PUMPKIN, PEACH COBBLER or DUTCH APPLE  

plus 10” two-crust PIES: Apple, Apricot, Boysenberry,  

Mixed Berry or Strawberry Rhubarb 

Please place your order by emailing kofc12587@gmail.com giving your contact 

phone number and your order.  You will receive an email confirmation. You may 
also place your order by contacting your favorite Brother Knight from Knights of 

Columbus 12587 of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Knights will then email 
kofc12587@gmail.com to place your order.  All profits will be used to do good deeds 

and help our Council meet its financial commitments.       

THANK YOU for your support! 
 

B 
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             The Church of the Future  
       Our Busy Person’s Advent Retreat is another  
                       step in our Synodal Journey 

   Save the dates!! Monday, November 28th through  

                     Wednesday, November 30th. 

Morning Liturgy Sessions are in the sanctuary at  
8:00 a.m., followed by reflection in the Parish Hall from 
8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
 

Evening Sessions in the sanctuary from 7:00 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m.                                                                                         

This is the perfect time to gather as a believing         
community, to bring ourselves to God to hear the 
encouraging words God wants to speak to each of 
us. 







LOCAL ARTIST  & CRAFTERS 
WILL  SURPRISE AND DELIGHT YOU WITH:

 
HOMEMADE TREATS ,  HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY ,  HOMEMADE

SOAP & BATH SALTS ,  K ITCHEN L INENS ,  APRONS,  PHOTO
CARDS,  SPECIALTY BABY ITEMS,  AND SO MUCH MORE.

 
BROWSE AND SHOP,  ENJOY SOME HOT LUNCH,  RAFFLE ,  BAKE

SALE & PICTURES WITH SANTA

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL’S  ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & LUNCHEON

Raf f le  P r i zes  i nc lude :  
1s t  P r i ze :  B l i ss  Mind  &  Body  Coup les  Massage  &  Dinne r

2nd  P r i ze :  I t a l ian  Da te  N igh t  Gi f t  Baske t
3 rd  P r i ze :  Handmade  Wal l  Hang ing  f rom Te r ry  Mate jcek

And  many  more  p r i zes

QUESTIONS:
CONTACT LOUANNE GRILLO

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL (925)  439-1014

WHEN:  SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5 ,  2022
WHERE :  ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL

TIME :  9 :00AM -  2 :00PM

ST .  PETER MARTYR SCHOOL ~  425  W.  4TH STREET PITTSBURG,  CA 94565
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