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Week Forty-Seven: Gratefulness 
  

An Attitude of Gratitude  
  

Father Richard Rohr reminds us that when 
we receive everything as a gift, we can live 
gratefully, allowing the energies of life and 
love to flow through us to the benefit of the 
whole. 
 
In Philippians 4:6–7, Paul sums up an entire 
theology of prayer practice in very concise 
form: “Pray with gratitude, and the peace of 
Christ, which is bigger than knowledge or 
understanding [that is, making distinctions—
Richard], will guard both your mind and 
your heart in Christ Jesus.” Only a pre-
existent attitude of gratitude, a deliberate 
choice of love over fear, a desire to be 
positive instead of negative, will allow us to 
live in the spacious place Paul describes as 
“the peace of Christ.”  
 
It is important that we ask, seek, and knock 
to keep ourselves in right relationship with 
Life Itself. Life is a gift, totally given to us 
without cost, every day of it, and every part 
of it. A daily and chosen attitude of gratitude 
will keep our hands open to expect that life, 
allow that life, and receive that life at ever-
deeper levels of satisfaction—but never to 
think we deserve it. Those who live with 
such open and humble hands receive life’s 
“gifts, full measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over into their lap” 
(Luke 6:38). In my experience, if we are not 
radically grateful every day, resentment 
always takes over. Moreover, to ask for “our 
daily bread” is to recognize that it is already 
being given. Not to ask is to take our own 
efforts, needs, and goals—and our selves—
far too seriously. Consider if that is not true 
in your own life.  
 
All the truly great persons I have ever met 
are characterized by what I would call 
radical humility and gratitude. They are 
deeply convinced that they are drawing from 
another source; they are instruments. Their 
genius is not their own; it is borrowed. We 
are moons, not suns, except in our ability to 
pass on the light. Our life is not our own; 
yet, at some level, enlightened people know 
that their life has been given to them as a 
sacred trust. They live in gratitude and 
confidence, and they try to let the flow 
continue through them. They know that 
“love is repaid by love alone,” as both St. 
Francis of Assisi and St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
have said.  
 
In the end, it is not our own doing, or grace 
would not be grace. It is God’s gift, not a 
reward for work well done. It is nothing for 
us to be boastful about. We are God’s work 
of art, created in Christ Jesus. All we can do 
is be what God’s Spirit makes us to be, and 
be thankful to God for the riches God has 
bestowed on us. Humility, gratitude, and 
loving service to others are probably the 
most appropriate responses we can make.  
 

 

 

 

  

Monday, 21 November 2022  

https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-zvido-tlkrdikyp-r/


Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

 

  

Week Forty-Seven: Gratefulness 
  

Sharing God’s Grace  
  

For author and historian Diana Butler Bass, 
gratitude begins with awareness of God’s 
grace: 
 
The words “gratitude” and “grace” come 
from the same root word, gratia in Latin. . . . 
“Grace” is a theological word, one with 
profound spiritual meaning. Grace means 
“unmerited favor.” When I think of grace, I 
particularly like the image of God tossing 
gifts around—a sort of indiscriminate giver 
of sustenance, joy, love, and pleasure. 
Grace—gifts given without being earned 
and with no expectation of return—is, as the 
old hymn says, amazing. Because you can 
neither earn nor pay back the gift, your heart 
fills with gratitude. And the power of that 
emotion transforms the way you see the 
world and experience life. Grace begets 
gratitude, which, in turn, widens our hearts 
toward greater goodness and love. 

Bass explores the liberating nature of 
gratitude: 

Together grace and gratitude form a 
different moral “equation.” The standard 
model of gratitude is a closed cycle of gift 
and return bound by social obligation and 
indebtedness, whereby a “benefactor,” a 
superior of some sort (someone wealthier, 
more powerful), provides a benefit for 
another, a “beneficiary,” a person in a state 
of need or trouble. In the closed cycle, the 
beneficiary is dependent on the benefactor in 

a way that feels demeaning or signals 
indebtedness. . . . Few want to be on the 
receiving end of an unequal transaction. . . . 

If we change a closed system to an open 
one, banishing transaction and substituting 
grace, the picture of gratitude shifts. In the 
closed cycle of debt and duty, the roles of 
benefactor and beneficiary are static, and 
gifts are commodities of exchange, based in 
transaction and control. . . . But in an open 
cycle of gratitude, gifts are not commodities. 
Gifts are the nature of the universe itself, 
given by God or the natural order. Grace 
reminds us that every good thing is a gift—
that somehow the rising of the sun and being 
alive are indiscriminate daily offerings to 
us—and then we understand that all 
benefactors are also beneficiaries and all 
beneficiaries can be benefactors. All that we 
have was gifted to all of us. There would be 
no benefactors if they were not first the 
recipients of grace. In other words, gifts 
come before givers. We do not really give 
gifts. We recognize gifts, we receive them, 
and we pass them on. We all rely on these 
gifts. We all share them. 

This is not a fulfillment of duty or a single 
act of kindness, but an infinite process of 
awareness and responsive action. The gift 
structure of the universe is that of an 
interdependent community of nature and 
neighbor that extends through the ages in 
which we care for what was handed to us 
and give gifts to others as a response. This is 
not a closed circle of exchange; it is more 
like the circles that ripple across a pond 
when pebbles are tossed into the water. 
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Week Forty-Seven: Gratefulness 
  

Gratitude and Generosity  
  

Lakota author and activist Doug Good 
Feather is committed to sharing Indigenous 
wisdom and practices with nonnative 
audiences as a way to help and to heal 
humanity. He writes that no matter what our 
circumstances, gratitude is available to us:   
 
Each and every morning offers us a chance 
to start anew, fresh, and to begin again. Each 
morning when we wake—should we choose 
to listen—is a message from the Creator to 
remember the privilege we were given of 
waking up. It’s a reminder to get up and 
prepare our self, to honor our self, to go out 
into the world, to connect with Mother Earth 
and the hearts of other beings, to inspire and 
encourage those who cross our paths, and 
most importantly, to enjoy life.   

Good Feather highlights the Indigenous 
virtues of gratitude and generosity: 

Gratitude and generosity are similar virtues, 
but they differ in that gratitude is an internal 
characteristic and generosity is our external 
expression of our sense of gratitude. 
Basically, gratitude is how we feel, and 
generosity is how we express that feeling 
out in the world. . . . 

When we engage with the world from a 
place of gratitude, it’s the difference 
between trying to make something happen 

and allowing something to happen. The 
defining difference between effort and 
effortlessness is the virtue of gratitude. We 
see the quotes and memes from the sages 
and gurus that talk about gratitude. But why 
is gratitude such a core concept of joy, 
contentment, and well-being in our life? The 
ancestors tell us there are two primary 
reasons. The first is that a person cannot 
exist in a place of fear and true gratitude at 
the same time. The second is that gratitude 
is the doorway to divine intuition, which 
allows us to be guided by our connection 
with the Creator. 

Gratitude moves stagnant energy when 
we’re feeling stuck in life. The simple act of 
practicing gratitude disrupts negative 
thoughts and changes our mindset to see the 
world in a positive way. Not only are we 
more attractive to others when we live in 
gratitude, but the most ordinary things can 
become extraordinary, creating a fuller, 
more beautiful expression of our life. 

You’ve probably heard the old saying, 
“Things don’t happen to us, they happen for 
us.” Gratitude is the foundation of that 
adage. It means that our mindset has to be 
that the universe is generally conspiring and 
working in our favor. Frequently, when 
something that we perceive as “bad” 
happens to us, we let it affect us in a highly 
negative way. But if we interact with the 
world from a place of gratitude, when 
something happens that others may perceive 
as “bad,” we just see that experience as 
“interesting.” We are curious about why 
something happens the way it does, and in 
expressing that curiosity, we’re actively 
seeking the part of the experience that we’re 
grateful for. 
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Week Forty-Seven: Gratefulness 
  

School of Gratitude  
  

Brian McLaren writes of gratefulness as a 
primary theme of the gospels: 
 
Jesus makes it clear that a life lived to fulfill 
God’s dream for creation will involve 
suffering. But even here, Jesus implies that 
there is reason for gratitude. You see it in 
the Beatitudes, Jesus’s eightfold way of 
happiness (Matthew 5:3–12). There is a 
blessing in poverty, he says; to the degree 
you miss out on the never-enough system, 
you partake of God’s dream. There is a 
blessing in the pain of loss, because in your 
grief you experience God’s comfort. There 
is blessing in being unsatisfied about the 
injustice in our world, he says; as God’s 
justice comes more and more, you will feel 
more and more fulfilled. . .    
With these counterintuitive sayings and 
others like them, Jesus enrolls us in 
advanced classes in the school of gratitude. 
He shows us the disadvantages of 
advantages, and the advantages of 
disadvantages. He will make this paradox 
most dramatic through his own death; his 
suffering and crucifixion will eventually 
bring hope and freedom to all humanity, 
hope and freedom that could come no other 
way. Here is the deepest lesson of gratitude, 
then. We are to be grateful not just in the 
good times, but also in the bad times; to be 
grateful not just in plenty, but also in need; 
to maintain thankfulness not just in laughter, 
but also through tears and sorrow. One of 

Jesus’s followers says that we should even 
rejoice in trials, because through trials come 
patience, character, wisdom (James 1:2–3). 
And another says, “I have learned to be 
content with whatever I have” (Philippians 
4:11), so he can instruct, “Give thanks in all 
circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 

The words “in all circumstances” shouldn’t 
be confused with “for all circumstances,” of 
course. But neither should they be thinned to 
mean “in easy circumstances.” Even in pain, 
we can find a place of gratitude, a place 
where alongside the agony of loss we still 
count and appreciate what remains. . . . 

You may lose a loved one, or facet after 
facet of your physical health, but you can 
still be grateful for what you have left. And 
what if you lose more, and more, and more, 
if bad goes to worse? Perhaps at some point, 
all of us are reduced to despair, but my 
hunch is—and I hope I never need to prove 
this in my own life, but I may, any of us 
may—having lost everything, one may still 
be able to hold on to one’s attitude, one’s 
practiced habit of gratitude, of turning to 
God in Job-like agony and saying, “For this 
breath, thanks. For this tear, thanks. For this 
memory of something I used to enjoy but 
now have lost, thanks. For this ability not 
simply to rage over what has been taken, but 
to celebrate what was once given, thanks.” 

 Pope meets artist 
whose work reveals 
how God touches 
brokenness 
VATICAN 
VATICAN NEWS 
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Haejin Shim Fujimura presents Pope Francis 
with a 15th century kintsugi bowl by on Nov. 8. 
(Courtesy of Haejin Shim Fujimura) 
 

 
BY CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Vatican Correspondent 
Rome — 21 November 2022 
 
What began as a private message on Twitter 
resulted in a private meeting with Pope 
Francis.  
It was seven years ago when Servant of 
God's Love Sr. Dorcee Clarey reached out to 
the American artist Makoto Fujimura after 
being inspired by one of his paintings. 
Clarey and Fujimura, who has written 
extensively on the intersection of faith and 
art, soon became pen pals, with the artist 
treasuring the prayers of a religious sister 
living in Michigan whom he'd never met. 

There was one form of art that Fujimura 
specialized in that Clarey found especially 
meaningful: kintsugi. The ancient Japanese 
tradition repairs broken vessels with gold — 
not hiding their past damage but 
incorporating it into the history of the piece, 
with the finest of treatments.  

"Kintsugi does not just 'fix' or repair a 
broken vessel; rather, the technique makes 
the broken pottery even more beautiful than 

the original," writes Fujimura in his 2020 
book Art and Faith: A Theology of Making. 
"Christ came not to 'fix' us, not just to 
restore, but to make us a new creation."  

 
Artist Makoto Fujimura introduces his work to 
Pope Francis on Nov. 8. (Courtesy of Haejin 
Shim Fujimura) 
 
Clarey and Fujimura corresponded for years, 
but in 2020 Clarey wrote with a special 
request.  

Pope Francis' book, Let Us Dream: The 
Path to a Better Future, had just been 
released, and Clarey believed a particular 
passage in it captured the concept of 
kintsugi. 

"You have to go to the edges of existence if 
you want to see the world as it is. I've 
always thought that the world looks clearer 
from the periphery, but in these last seven 
years as Pope, it really hit home," writes 
Francis. "You have to make for the margins 
to find a new future. When God wanted to 
regenerate creation, He chose to go to the 
margins — to places of sin and misery, of 
exclusion and suffering, of illness and 
solitude — because they were also places of 
possibility: 'where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more.' " 

"I have [a] wild thought which I ask that you 
pray about," Clarey wrote in an email to 
Fujimura. "I think Pope Francis would love 

https://www.servantsofgodslove.net/
https://www.servantsofgodslove.net/
https://makotofujimura.com/about
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300254143/art-and-faith/
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the idea of kintsugi. Perhaps you could send 
him a piece with an explanation of 
kintsugi."  

Fujimura showed the email to his wife, 
Haejin Shim Fujimura, and they instantly 
agreed to do so.  

'God reaches out to all of us in our 
brokenness and glues it all together with 

his gold.' 
—Sr. Dorcee Clarey 

As a lawyer and advocate for victims of 
human trafficking, Shim Fujimura had used 
the image of kintsugi to capture the essence 
of her own work, even before she met 
Fujimura.  

"I want to restore that beauty that has been 
broken," Shim Fujimura told NCR.  

That mission led her to found the 
nonprofit Embers International, which cares 
for nearly 100 children in India born from 
human trafficking.   

"Although this is one of the darkest, most 
broken places in the world, there are lives 
born into this place, which means there is 
hope," she said.   

Because Pope Francis has continually 
elevated the fight against human trafficking 
— labeling it "a crime against humanity" — 
the Fujimuras believed the pope would find 
even greater appreciation for kintsugi.  

"Where do we send it?" they asked Clarey. 

She hadn't a clue and began asking around, 
until one friend countered with a better idea: 
Forget sending it, why not present it in 
person?  

On the afternoon of Nov. 8, the Fujimuras, 
joined by Clarey and another member of her 
community, Sr. Christina Frey, headed into 

the pope's private residence at Casa Santa 
Marta to do just that.  

There, they presented the pope the kintsugi 
— a 15th century Korean noodle bowl that 
had been mended with gold lacquer in Japan 
— in a box painted by Fujimura, while 
sharing stories about artwork, the Fujimuras' 
commitment to battling human trafficking 
and caring for its victims and Clarey and 
Frey's ministry in Flint, Michigan, an 
economically depressed community still 
reeling from a water contamination crisis.  

 In the same manner the kintsugi bowl 
represented an item that had experienced 
trauma, so too have the trafficking victims 
and the individuals in Flint. In their own 
respective ways, they told the pope, they had 
been inspired by his emphasis on mercy to 
aid their own work in helping to mend 
communities back together.   

"God reaches out to all of us in our 
brokenness and glues it all together with his 
gold," Clarey told NCR on Nov. 9, the day 
after meeting with the pope.  

"For us we are all kintsugi," Shim Fujimura 
added. "In turn, we are to pour ourselves 
into our neighbors lives into their fractures 
like the bowl that needed lacquer."  

After spending about half an hour with the 
group, Fujimura recalled, Francis blessed 
them and encouraged them to continue their 
work, offering them a final benediction.  

"You are all creators of good," he said.  
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Vatican will do 
whatever possible to 
broker cease-fire, 
pope says 
VATICAN 
VATICAN NEWS 

 
Pope Francis pauses during his weekly general 
audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican 
Nov. 16, 2022. (CNS photo/Remo Casilli, 
Reuters) 
 
CAROL GLATZ 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
Vatican City — 18 November 2022 
 
The Vatican is willing to do whatever it 
takes to broker a cease-fire and bring an end 
to the war on Ukraine, Pope Francis said. 

"We are continually watching as the 
situation evolves" concerning ways the 
Vatican's diplomatic efforts could help, he 
said in an interview with the Italian 
newspaper La Stampa. Vatican News 
published the interview Nov. 18. 

The Vatican Secretariat of State is working 
diligently every day, looking at every 
possibility and "giving weight to every 
opening that could lead to a real cease-fire 
and real negotiations," he said. "The Holy 
See is willing to do everything possible to 
mediate and end the conflict in Ukraine." 

"We are trying to develop a network of 
relationships that will foster a 
rapprochement between the parties, to find 
solutions. Also, the Holy See does what it 
must to help the prisoners," he said, as well 
as provide humanitarian support "for the 
people of tormented Ukraine, whom I carry 
in my heart along with their suffering." 

Asked about the prospects for reconciliation 
between Russia and Ukraine, the pope said, 
"I have hope. Let's not resign ourselves, 
peace is possible." 

"But we must all strive to demilitarize 
hearts, starting with our own, and then 
defuse, disarm violence. We must all be 
pacifists," he said. 

Real peace comes only from dialogue, he 
said. "You don't get it with weapons because 
they don't defeat hatred and the thirst for 
domination, which will reemerge." 

Commenting on the string of wars countries 
around the world have engaged in over just 
the last 100 years, the pope said, "It is 
absurd." But what makes it even more 
infuriating and sad is knowing that "behind 
all these tragedies are the lust for power and 
the arms trade." 

"When empires grow weak, they seek to 
wage war to feel strong, and also to sell 
weapons," he said. 

"I was told that if no weapons were made 
and sold for one year," he said, the savings 
would be enough to eradicate world hunger. 
"Instead, the vocation to destroy always 
prevails, which results in wars." 

"Never ever ignore that there are millions of 
people and children dying of hunger. No one 
can be indifferent," he said. 

People who are fortunate to have enough to 
eat each day must make it a priority to never 
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waste food and water, and to teach children 
to do the same, he said. 

The pope again appealed to the international 
community "to work to truly eliminate 
world hunger, which is a scandal, a disgrace, 
as well as a crime." 

The reporter also asked Francis to reflect on 
his pontificate since March will mark the 
10th anniversary of his election. 

"Every day I reflect on my life," he said. St. 
Ignatius of Loyola recommended an 
examination of conscience at least once a 
day, "not to know what sins one has 
committed, no, but to realize what is 
happening to us and around us." 

Sometimes the human heart or conscience is 
like a road that is so busy that no one notices 
what is going on, he said. "Instead, it is 
important to stop, perhaps at the end of the 
day, and observe what we are experiencing." 

That way people can understand all the 
blessings they receive, he said, as well as 
their good deeds and all the bad things they 
think and do. 

It is important to understand "in what spirit" 
one is living, he said, "for example, with a 
willingness for conciliation, friendship, 
fraternity or falling into the temptation of 
revenge, quarreling, bullying." 

Asked if he was happy to be the pope, he 
said, "Thanks to my vocation, I have always 
been happy in the places the Lord has put 
me and sent me. But not because 'I won 
something,' I won nothing. This is a service, 
and it is what the church asked of me." 

"I did not think I would be elected, but 
instead the Lord wanted it," Francis said. 
"Therefore, onward. And I do what I can, 
every day, trying to not ever come to a 
standstill." 

Pope tells patriarch 
Catholics are ready 
for a common Easter 
date 
VATICAN 
VATICAN NEWS 

 
Pope Francis shakes hands with Catholicos Awa 
III, patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, 
at the end of a meeting Nov. 19, 2022, in the 
library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
 
CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
Vatican City — 21 November 2022 
 
Meeting the U.S.-born patriarch of the 
Assyrian Church of the East, Pope Francis 
expressed his hope that Christians of the 
East and West could finally agree on a 
common date for celebrating Easter. 
"Let us have the courage to put an end to 
this division that at times makes us laugh" 
with the ridiculous possibility that Christians 
could ask each other, "When does your 
Christ rise again?" the pope told Catholicos 
Awa III, the patriarch of the Assyrian 
Church of the East. 

The catholicos, who was born in Chicago, 
was elected head of the church in September 
2021 and made his first official visit to the 
Vatican Nov. 19, before Francis left to visit 
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his relatives in the northern Italian city of 
Asti. 

"I wanted to share lunch with you," the pope 
told him, "but I have to leave at 10:30. 
Please excuse me! I would not want it to be 
said that this pope is a bit stingy and does 
not invite us to lunch! I would love to share 
the table, but there will be other 
opportunities." 

The Assyrian Church of the East, which is 
not in full communion with any of the 
Orthodox or Oriental Orthodox churches, 
began a theological dialogue with the 
Vatican in the mid-1990s. 

During their meeting, Awa mentioned his 
hope and the hope of many other Christians 
to find a way to celebrate Easter on the same 
day. 

Francis thanked him and said, "I want to say 
-- indeed, to repeat -- what St. Paul VI said 
in his day: We are ready to accept any 
proposal that is made together." 

In 2025, the pope noted, Christians will 
celebrate the 1,700th anniversary of the 
Council of Nicaea, and the Gregorian and 
Julian calendars will align that year so that 
Christians of the East and West will 
celebrate Easter on the same day. 

Christian leaders should "be courageous and 
search together" for a solution that will bring 
a common celebration of Easter every year, 
the pope said. "I'm willing, yet not me, the 
Catholic Church is willing to follow what St. 
Paul VI said. Agree and we will go where 
you say." 

Francis was referring to an appendix to the 
Second Vatican Council's 1963 Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy, promulgated by Pope 
Paul. The declaration "on revision of the 
calendar" said council members "would not 

object if the feast of Easter were assigned to 
a particular Sunday of the Gregorian 
calendar, provided that those whom it may 
concern, especially the brethren who are not 
in communion with the Apostolic See, give 
their assent." 

Since that time, the Vatican's position 
consistently has been that if Eastern 
Christians agree on a way to determine a 
common date for Easter, the Catholic 
Church would accept it. 

Before the Council of Nicaea, different 
Christian communities celebrated Easter on 
different dates; the council decided that for 
the unity of the Christian community and its 
witness, Easter would be celebrated on the 
first Sunday after the first full moon after the 
spring equinox. 

But the Julian calendar, which is what 
Christians used in the fourth century, was 
increasingly out of sync with the actual solar 
year, so March 21 -- generally assumed to 
be the date of the Northern Hemisphere's 
spring equinox -- gradually "drifted" away 
from the actual equinox. 

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII, relying on the 
work of the best astronomers of his time, 
reformed the calendar, dropping 10 days and 
making the equinox fall on March 21 again. 
Most Eastern Christians did not adopt the 
new calendar, leading to a situation where 
Easter occasionally is on the same day, but 
Eastern Christians' celebration can be as 
much as four weeks later. 

 

 

 



Catholic bishops 
punt again on 
'Faithful 
Citizenship,' 
reflecting divisions 
on politics 
 

 
A bishop's voting device, prayer book and ring 
are pictured during a Nov. 16 session of the fall 
general assembly of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. (CNS/Bob 
Roller) 
 

 
THOMAS REESE, SJ 
22 November 2022 
 
At their annual fall meeting in Baltimore 
that ended Nov. 18, the U.S. Catholic 
bishops showed they are still unable to reach 
consensus on the directions they should give 
to American Catholics on politics. This lack 
of consensus has been exposed every four 
years since 2007, the last time the bishops 
were able to issue a completely new version 

of "Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship," their quadrennial teaching 
document on "the political responsibility of 
Catholics." 
In the years since, the bishops have either 
amended the 2007 text or simply added an 
introductory letter. At the fall meeting, the 
bishops decided to leave the next version, 
due out in 2023, unchanged except for the 
addition of some supplemental materials 
such as videos and bulletin inserts. 

The fact is, few people read "Faithful 
Citizenship," so the bishops have looked for 
other ways to communicate their message. 
The inserts, to be offered to churches across 
the country to add to their parish's Sunday 
bulletins, have been one solution. This year, 
however, the bishops determined to provide 
several bulletin inserts on various topics. 
This could inadvertently lead to pastors 
picking and choosing which ones they will 
distribute. One might include a bulletin 
insert on abortion, while another might use 
one on economic justice. 

Meanwhile, the bishops plan to begin the 
process of re-examining "Faithful 
Citizenship" immediately after the 2024 
election so that a new document can be 
prepared for approval at their November 
2027 meeting in time for the 2028 election. 

Supporters of this decision said they did not 
want to simply amend the 2007 document 
again but also realized the conference could 
not draft and approve a new document in 
time for approval next November. By 
kicking the can way down the road, the 
bishops can avoid a bitter political fight. A 
good number of the bishops who voted to 
wait knew that they will be retired by 2027. 

Although progressive bishops want a new 
document that incorporates the teachings of 
Pope Francis, they did not fight very hard 
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for it. They know they do not have the votes 
to get a document to their liking. 

In the Nov. 15 election for secretary of the 
USCCB, pro-Francis Cardinal Joseph Tobin 
of Newark, New Jersey, lost to conservative 
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 
City by a vote of 104 to 130, which shows 
how the conference is divided. The bishops 
even elected as their president Archbishop 
Timothy P. Broglio, who did not get along 
with Francis when he was archbishop of 
Buenos Aires and Broglio was an aide to 
Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Vatican's 
secretary of state. 

The progressives hope that new bishops 
appointed by Francis will eventually turn the 
tide in the future. 

Conservatives, on the other hand, are happy 
with the document and introductory letter 
approved in 2019 that made abortion the 
"preeminent priority" of the conference. 
Anything that would threaten that decision 
would be anathema to conservatives. As a 
result, they were happy to have the 
conference do little or nothing. They also 
know that Francis will probably be gone by 
2027. 

Writing a document on politics has never 
been easy for the bishops. As my 1992 
book, A Flock of Shepherds, describes, the 
conference's first document on political 
responsibility was approved by the bishops 
in 1976 when Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of 
Chicago was president of the then-National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, later 
renamed the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

Even then, the bishops had been accused of 
talking only about abortion, and the 
statement was an attempt to show their 
concern about other issues. By issuing a new 
document every four years before 

presidential elections, the thinking went, the 
bishops could reflect on current political 
issues from the perspective of Catholic 
social teaching. It would encourage 
Catholics to vote but not tell them how to 
vote. 

While the bishops had disagreements over 
issues and their priorities, the conference 
often successfully worked through these 
disagreements and reached consensus on the 
documents, which required a two-thirds 
majority vote for approval. 

But from the very beginning, some bishops 
wanted to make abortion the most important 
issue for Catholics, while others preferred to 
list the issues without prioritizing them. 

Bernardin spoke of a "consistent ethic of 
life," which some referred to as the 
"seamless garment" approach. According to 
this approach, Catholics should be 
concerned about life from conception to 
natural death or from "womb to tomb," as 
some wags described it. 

The Bernardin faction thought it was a 
political and pastoral mistake to say that 
abortion was more important than any other 
issue, including nuclear war, economic 
justice, racial equality and care for the poor. 
They also recognized that most women get 
abortions for economic reasons and that 
government welfare programs reduce the 
number of abortions. 

Making abortion the priority would imply 
that the other issues could be set aside until 
after abortion was dealt with. Many feared 
that the conference would be seen as a 
single-issue lobby. Politically, saying that 
abortion was the most important issue would 
be equivalent to saying, "Vote for 
Republicans." 

In the 1976 statement, the solution was to 
list the issues in alphabetical order, which 



placed abortion first without saying it was 
more important than the other issues. 

Under the papacy of John Paul II, the 
bishops supporting the Bernardin approach 
were gradually replaced by bishops wanting 
to take a tougher stance on abortion. 

Finally, in 2019, they added an introductory 
letter to the statement that said, "The threat 
of abortion remains our preeminent priority 
because it directly attacks life itself, because 
it takes place within the sanctuary of the 
family, and because of the number of lives it 
destroys." At the meeting, the president of 
the conference, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, 
said that global warming was an important 
issue but not urgent like abortion. 

While "Faithful Citizenship" is a valuable 
document, the political world has changed 
significantly since the last time the bishops 
discussed it. In June, the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization overturned Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 decision legalizing abortion. 

The decision caused a serious backlash in 
the 2022 midterm election, with Democrats 
doing much better than anticipated. In 
addition, prolife groups suffered defeat on 
all the state referenda dealing with abortion. 

There was nothing said at the bishops' 
meeting indicating that they know how to 
deal with this post-Dobbs, post-election 
reality other than to say, "more of the same." 

Meanwhile, there are major new political 
issues, such as the rise of Christian 
nationalism, the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and threats to democracy, as exemplified by 
Trump's refusal to accept the results of the 
2020 election and the Jan. 6, 2021, 
insurrection. Other issues have gotten worse, 
such as global warming, race relations, 

economic inequality and the plight of 
migrants and refugees. 

It is doubtful that whatever the bishops say 
will have much effect on the 2024 election. 
The bishops have little credibility, and 
Catholic voters will make up their own 
minds, but it is sad that the church does not 
have a prophetic word to say when our 
country and the world are in crisis. 

Last-minute COP27 
deal on loss and 
damage called 'a 
real breakthrough 

 
A "Climate Clock" is seen with the Maldives 
delegation during the closing plenary of COP27 
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, Nov. 20. 
(Flickr/UNclimatechange) 
 

 
DOREEN AJIMBO 



 
BRIAN ROEWE 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt —  
22 November 2022 
 
A historic, late-hour deal reached at the 
United Nations climate change summit, 
COP27, to establish a "loss and damage" 
fund for countries vulnerable to the 
devastating impacts of a warming world 
represented "a real breakthrough," said 
Catholic and other religious groups who 
called it an answer to their prayers and a 
sign of some progress as negotiations fell 
short in other areas. 
But they added that the new fund will fail to 
aid those already suffering from more 
extreme heat and storms if it follows the 
path of past pledges — including 
eliminating heat-trapping greenhouse gas 
emissions and long-promised financing for 
climate mitigation and adaptation — that 
have not yet been delivered or implemented. 

Countries at COP27 failed to agree on a full 
phaseout of fossil fuels, and only roughly 30 
delivered on promises last year to come to 
this resort city on the Red Sea with more 
aggressive national climate plans in line 
with meeting the Paris Agreement's 
ambitious temperature limit of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

While the Sharm el-Sheikh Implementation 
Plan reaffirmed a global commitment to the 
1.5 C target, it made scant advances to 
implement past pledges to meet it. 

 
Delegates rest during a break in a closing 
plenary session at COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh, 
Egypt, on Nov. 20, two days after the climate 
summit's scheduled conclusion. (AP/Peter 
Dejong) 
 
"If governments stick to paving the way for 
a future with good intentions and 
aspirational declarations while widening the 
gap with the implementation and follow-up 
needed, they will indeed lock us up on 
pathways to disaster," read a statement from 
CIDSE, an umbrella organization for 
Catholic development agencies from Europe 
and North America. 

A deal on loss and damage 

Across two weeks of tense negotiations, and 
after days of gridlock, delegates at COP27 
representing nearly 200 nations agreed on 
Nov. 20 — two days after the summit's 
scheduled conclusion — to set up a loss-
and-damage fund to help nations most 
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 
change. 

Its establishment was a major victory for 
small-island nations, who first proposed the 
idea three decades ago, and other countries 
like Pakistan, the Philippines and many on 
the host continent Africa that have witnessed 
the destruction that global warming is 
inflicting. 

"The work that we've managed to do here in 
the past two weeks, and the results we have 
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together achieved, are a testament to our 
collective will, as a community of nations, 
to voice a clear message that rings loudly 
today, here in this room and around the 
world: that multilateral diplomacy still 
works," COP27 president Sameh Shoukry 
said during the closing plenary. 

He added, "Despite the difficulties and 
challenges of our times, the divergence of 
views, level of ambition or apprehension, we 
remain committed to the fight against 
climate change." 

The major deal on loss and damage excited 
religious leaders, civil society groups and 
climate activists who for years have been 
pushing wealthy countries not only to take 
concrete actions to reduce their emissions, 
but also provide financing for climate-
related destruction, especially in the global 
south. 

"This is a huge achievement," said Fr. 
Leonard Chiti, a member of the Society of 
Jesus in southern Africa. 

 
In a call for compensation on climate loss and 
damage, Nakeeyat Dramani Sam of Ghana holds 
a sign that reads "payment overdue" Nov. 18 at 
COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. 
(AP/Nariman El-Mofty) 
 
He noted that before COP27 it wasn't clear 
if loss and damage would be on the agenda 
or if developed nations, including the U.S., 

would reconsider their past resistance to 
such a fund over fears of limitless liability 
claims. 

Days before the conference began — 
one dubbed the "Africa COP" where 
activists hoped the priorities of less-
developed countries would be elevated — 
delegates backing loss and damage 
successfully added the issue to the 
discussions. As negotiations continued, 
developing nations were later joined by the 
European Union in pressing for the fund to 
be inserted into the final text. 

"To get both is a huge victory," Chiti said. 

CIDSE called the loss-and-damage fund "a 
very important first step in recognizing 
historically unfair differences between those 
who have caused the climate crisis and those 
who have been paying for it." 

The Sharm el-Sheikh Implementation Plan 
calls for the fund to assist developing 
countries particularly vulnerable to adverse 
climate impacts, though it does not define 
which countries can access it, which ones 
will contribute to it or how much. Those 
details are expected to be negotiated over 
the next year. 

'My worry is that many things have been 
agreed on before but have never been 

implemented.' 

—David Munene 

Sr. Durstyne Farnan, an Adrian Dominican 
sister from Michigan, said the deal to 
establish a loss-and-damage fund revived 
the spirits of climate activists who had given 
up on government representatives for failing 
to commit to fighting climate change and 
find solutions to mitigate its repercussions. 

"The final outcome document is hopeful. 
Many were doubting that COP27 would not 
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come out with statements and commitments 
to fund loss and damage, just transition and 
climate mitigation," she said. 

David Munene, programs manager of the 
Catholic Youth Network for Environmental 
Sustainability in Africa (CYNESA), said the 
loss-and-damage financing is "a step 
towards what we have been fighting for 
years. This has been on the agenda for the 
last 27 years, yet no action has been taken. 
So it's the right time." 

Fr. Vitalis Anaehobi, the secretary general 
of the Regional Episcopal Conference of 
West Africa, said the agreement brought 
hope to the world that one day it would be 
able to eradicate the effects of climate 
change by preserving the environment. 

 
Letters and drawings are displayed at the COP27 
U.N. climate summit Nov. 19 in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt. (AP/Peter Dejong) 
 
"This is a great success for all people of 
goodwill who wanted COP27 not to end in 
words without concrete actions. With this 
decision, I can rightly say that COP27 has 
achieved what many others failed to do," he 
said. 

Fletcher Harper, executive director of 
GreenFaith, added that the agreement was a 
good sign and a motivation for climate 
activists. "The final negotiations represent a 
modest step forward." 

A new Vatican role, praying at Sinai 

Catholic and faith-based actors were among 
the estimated 45,000 participants at COP27, 
which began Nov. 6 in the coastal city of 
Sharm el-Sheikh. 

They spent the 15 days under the Egyptian 
sun praying, lobbying national 
delegations, hosting 
presentations and demonstrating on the 
streets outside of the Sharm el-Sheikh 
International Convention Center, site of the 
global climate conference. They pressed 
world leaders on a host of issues, especially 
around climate financing and a commitment 
to a broad phasedown of coal, oil and 
natural gas to prevent catastrophic warming 
of the planet. 

'Any implementation of climate solutions 
must be anchored on the following three 

pillars: justice, equity, and solidarity.' 

—Statement from 13 Catholic institutions 
present at COP27 

According to climate scientists, limiting 
global average temperature rise to 1.5 C, 
while difficult, remains possible and 
requires countries to slash total emissions 
nearly in half in the next seven years and to 
reach net-zero emissions by 2050. While 
every fraction of a degree of warming puts 
more lives and ecosystems at risk, scientists 
have said surpassing 1.5 C could trigger 
dangerous and irreversible tipping points. 

The world has already heated roughly 1.1 C. 
Under current national climate pledges, the 
world is on track to heat 2.5 C above 
preindustrial levels by the end of the 
century, though an analysis by the 
International Energy Agency found that if 
all proposed pledges are fully implemented, 
the trajectory would be lowered to 1.7 C. 
Nations are on track to deplete the 
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remaining carbon budget that would result in 
1.5 C warming within the next nine years. 

COP27 was the first for the Vatican as a 
formal party to the U.N. Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and to the 
Paris Agreement. The new status meant the 
Holy See delegation had a seat at the 
negotiating tables and a vote on the final 
outcomes, which under U.N. rules require 
unanimity. 

The Holy See delegation, led by Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, on several occasions met 
with fellow Catholics to discuss priorities 
and strategies. On Nov. 18, the conference's 
final scheduled day, 13 Catholic institutions 
present at COP27 issued a statement to the 
Holy See delegation expressing their 
concerns with the global response to climate 
change. 

The statement outlined key asks for a final 
document, including the loss-and-damage 
fund, a rapid and just transition from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy, and more 
inclusive participation, such as expanding 
the Vatican delegation in the future. 

"We emphasize that any implementation of 
climate solutions must be anchored on the 
following three pillars: justice, equity, and 
solidarity," the statement said. 

 
Young activists demonstrate at COP27 in Sharm 
el-Sheikh, Egypt, Nov. 19. 
(Flickr/UNclimatechange) 

Rodne Galicha, executive director of Living 
Laudato Si' Philippines, told EarthBeat he 
hopes the lessons the Catholic Church learns 
from the synod on synodality can be 
incorporated into how it engages in future 
climate conferences, especially including the 
voices and stories from the peripheries 
where climate change is often felt the 
fiercest.  

"Being officially part of the [U.N. 
Framework Convention on Climate Change] 
process, we will be assured as a synodal and 
inclusive church that our ecological and 
social concerns are articulated and acted 
upon," he said. 

Outside the convention halls, other 
Catholics traveled to Mount Sinai, where 
God is believed to have appeared to Moses 
and given him the Ten Commandments. 
There, the group prayed for God's 
intervention to change the hearts of world 
leaders to fully commit to fighting climate 
change. 

"Our going to Mount Sinai was our 
opportunity to claim our roots as Christians. 
To touch the source of our faith and the 
source of our hope from the top and to pray 
that COP27 would be a game changer for 
climate change," said Farnan, who also 
participated in climate justice 
demonstrations in Sharm el-Sheikh. "Going 
to Mount Sinai inspired us to continue to 
advocate for just transition, adaptation, and 
curbing of methane in an unprecedented 
time." 
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Religious actors and climate activists climb 
down Mount Sinai after watching the sunrise 
Nov. 14. At the foot of the mountain, they 
prayed to God to intervene and save the world 
from climate change. (EarthBeat photo/Doreen 
Ajiambo) 
 
Chiti said there remained "serious 
resistance" from developed nations to a loss-
and-damage fund at the time he and others 
ascended Mount Sinai on Nov. 14. 

"I genuinely believe God intervened and 
saved the situation for us," he told 
EarthBeat. "I believe in miracles, and at the 
time, we needed one to get us over the line." 

With COP over, time for action 

While COP27 saw nations reach a 
breakthrough on loss and damage, it also 
displayed impasses and incremental progress 
on other climate issues, a disappointment for 
civil society groups after the conference 
organizers billed it as an "implementation 
COP." 

The final text did not include a call and 
timeline for a phaseout of all fossil fuels, 
and instead repeated language reached in 
2021 in Glasgow for "the phasedown of 
unabated coal power and phaseout of 
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies." 

Nations did agree to a program to rapidly 
scale up mitigation efforts, with twice-

annual meetings through 2030, and 
reiterated that countries that haven't aligned 
their climate plans with the 1.5 C goal 
should do so before the end of 2023. A 
"global stocktake" on progress on the 1.5 C 
is expected at COP28 next year in the 
United Arab Emirates. 

"Incremental progress is defeat. We can't 
negotiate w/ physics. It's a 
#ClimateEMERGENCY," tweeted Tomás 
Insua, executive director of Laudato Si' 
Movement. 

COP27 also did not see developed countries 
deliver on their pledge to mobilize $100 
billion annually to the Green Climate Fund 
by 2020 for mitigation and adaptation efforts 
in developing countries and has pushed that 
timeline back to 2025. 

 
Informal negotiations take place at COP27 in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, Nov. 19. 
(Flickr/UNclimatechange) 
 
A Global Shield fund was launched to help 
countries facing climate disasters. In 
addition, negotiators called on multilateral 
development banks and international 
financial institutions to mobilize private 
financing toward "significantly increasing 
climate ambition" and to reform their 
practices and priorities to simplify access to 
climate finance. 

https://twitter.com/tomasinsua/status/1594442152146505728
https://twitter.com/tomasinsua/status/1594442152146505728


By the end of the summit, 150 countries had 
joined the Global Methane Pledge to slash 
emissions of methane — a far more potent 
greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide but with 
a much shorter lifespan — by 30% by 2030. 

Nations like Brazil, Indonesia and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo reached new 
alliances to protect rainforests critical for 
absorbing carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. Over the past year, the U.S. and 
the European Union, two of the largest 
historical sources of emissions, have passed 
major climate legislation, and voters in 
Australia and Brazil have replaced leaders 
resistant to climate action with new heads of 
state who have vowed to make climate 
change a priority. 

And the final text included the first-ever 
reference for a COP to the "right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment," 
which followed a similar resolution passed 
by the U.N. general assembly in July. 

With COP27 concluded, many religious 
leaders and Catholic actors are now urging 
world leaders to implement the issues that 
they agreed to in Egypt to save lives and 
livelihoods. 

"My worry is that many things have been 
agreed on before but have never been 
implemented," said Munene, who called on 
world leaders to now move to implement the 
loss-and-damage fund. 

 
The closing plenary of COP27 in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, Nov. 20 
(Flickr/UNclimatechange) 
 
"My prayer now is that they stick to what 
they agreed to and implement it because 
people have lost many things, including 
lives, livelihoods, shelter and properties, due 
to the effect of climate change," he told 
EarthBeat. 

The Jesuit priest Chiti said that 
implementation of the deal depends on 
countries translating their commitments into 
real actions and by ensuring they 
immediately keep their financial promises to 
save millions of families suffering from 
climate change. 

"Getting the [loss-and-damage] fund 
established is one thing. Finding the money 
and getting it to those who deserve it is 
another," he said. "My hope is that 
modalities of the fund will be quickly 
worked out and the money found quickly to 
compensate those who have suffered already 
and many who are now suffering due to loss 
of food, homes, cultures and income." 

Harper of GreenFaith warned religious 
actors from overcelebrating the limited 
progress out of COP27, with the details of 
the loss-and-damage fund still up for 
negotiation — including which countries 
would foot the bill. He called it 
"disappointing beyond words" that the final 
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deal did not include an agreement on 
phasing out fossil fuels, whose burning are 
responsible for the vast majority of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

"Until there is measurable progress towards 
phasing out coal, oil, gas and deforestation, 
we cannot afford the luxury of premature 
celebration," Harper said. 

Russia-Ukraine 
conflict should push 
world toward 
disarmament, 
experts say 

 
Jesuit Fr. David Hollenbach, the Pedro Arrupe 
Distinguished Research Professor of the Walsh 
School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University, speaks Nov. 14 as part of the event 
in honor of the late Jesuit Fr. Drew Christiansen. 
(NCR photo/Aleja Hertzler-McCain) 
 

 
BY ALEJA HERTZLER-MCCAIN 
Washington —22  November 2022 
 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine and its 
subsequent threats to use nuclear weapons in 

the ongoing conflict should serve as a 
"tipping point" in the decadeslong pursuit of 
nuclear disarmament, several foreign policy 
experts said during a recent event at 
Georgetown University. 
"The risks of nuclear weapons use and 
radiological explosions are higher than at 
any time since the Cuban missile crisis," 
said Maryann Cusimano Love, associate 
professor of international relations at the 
Catholic University of America. 

"We should not let this crisis go to waste," 
she urged. 

Catholic scholars and intellectuals gathered 
at Georgetown Nov. 14-15 to honor the 
legacy of Jesuit Fr. Drew Christiansen, who 
died in April. Christiansen, a scholar, 
journalist and nuclear arms expert, was a 
senior fellow at Georgetown's Berkley 
Center for Religion, Peace, and World 
Affairs, which sponsored the two-day event. 

During his career, Christiansen had served 
1991-98 as head of the U.S. bishops' Office 
of International Justice and Peace and then 
2002-12 as editor-in-chief of the Jesuit-run 
America magazine.  

Related: Catholic scholars call for Russia, 
US to calm rhetoric about use of nuclear 
arms 
In his plenary address to the conference, 
Jesuit Fr. David Hollenbach mentioned 
Christiansen's legacy working as a 
consultant to the Vatican on disarmament 
issues and in serving as an expert in the 
Vatican delegation to the 2017 U.N. 
negotiations that led to the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

That treaty, which entered into force in 
2021, is the first legally binding 
international agreement to prohibit countries 
from developing, testing, or producing 
nuclear weapons. 
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Martin Hellman, a noted cryptologist known 
for applying the principles of risk analysis to 
a potential failure to the global system of 
nuclear deterrence, also spoke to the 
Georgetown conference via video link. 

Hellman, an emeritus professor of electrical 
engineering at Stanford, said that U.S. 
sanctions  against North Korea have led the 
country's leadership to seek a nuclear 
deterrent. 

“We should treat every nation with the 
respect it would deserve if it already had 
nuclear weapons," Hellman said. 
"Otherwise, we will unwittingly encourage 
nuclear operation." 

 
In January 2022 the Science and Security Board 
of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists set the 
Doomsday Clock at 100 seconds to midnight. 
The organization uses the clock to illustrate the 
world's vulnerability to catastrophes including 
nuclear weapons. (Courtesy of Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists/ Thomas Gaulkin) 
 
Jonathan Granoff, president of the Global 
Security Institute, said that the Gospel 
command to love our neighbor should guide 
efforts toward nuclear disarmament. Granoff 
said that the idea of a neighborhood did not 
encompass the whole planet in Jesus’ time, 
but that "today how we drive our cars and 
heat our homes makes neighborhood a moral 
location." 

"We simply have to cooperate," he said. 

Granoff said he had come to this conclusion 
after each nuclear nonproliferation treaty 
conference since 1995. He said that attempts 
at disarmament had repeatedly failed 
because "the pursuit of military advantage 
overtook cooperative security, common 
security, and even strategic stability, and 
more importantly, undermined the very 
fabric of civilization itself." 

Cusimano Love spoke about the strategic 
importance of including young people, 
women, minorities and people affected by 
nuclear weapons in nuclear weapons treaty 
negotiations. 

"You can't break the impasse with the same 
people who gave you the impasse," she said. 
"You have to expand the voices, expand on 
the table, expand the participation to get a 
different outcome." 

Cusimano Love connected nuclear arms to 
environmental degradation. The United 
States spends over $6 billion every year 
cleaning up nuclear weapons from the Cold 
War, she said, calling it "the largest 
environmental cleanup on the planet." 

Douglas Shaw, senior adviser to the Nuclear 
Threat Initiative, criticized the Biden 
administration's assertion that negotiation on 
nuclear issues requires good faith partners. 

"If we don't have the partners we need, 
should we rend our garments and consign 
humanity to perpetual fear or should we plan 
and work and lead towards survival?" Shaw 
asked. "Change is vanishingly unlikely if we 
are unprepared for it." 

Shaw also issued a call to action for 
Catholics. 

"Today I ask you to consider all the ways 
the faith, work and imagination of 1.3 

https://engineering.stanford.edu/people/martin-hellman
https://gsinstitute.org/project/jonathan-granoff/
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-19-207#:%7E:text=The%20Department%20of%20Energy%20is,%24500%20billion%20in%20future%20liabilities.
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billion Catholics worldwide could push back 
the hands of the doomsday clock and 
prevent a civilization-shattering nuclear war 
by asking hard questions, speaking up for 
the voiceless and the vulnerable, and 
devising solutions no one has thought of yet 
for living outside the shadow of the bomb," 
he said. 

Diocese distances 
itself from deacon's 
comment after 
Colorado killings 

 
RHINA GUIDOS 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
Washington —22 November 2022 
 
The Diocese of Oakland, California, issued a 
statement of support for those suffering after 
a Nov. 19 attack on an LGBTQ nightclub in 
Colorado. 
 
The diocese also clarified that comments 
made by one of its deacons on Twitter 
following the shooting are "not 
representative of the church's teachings." 

Five people were killed and 25 were injured 
just before midnight Nov. 19 in Colorado 
Springs after a gunman opened fire on the 
crowd in the club before being stopped a 
few minutes later by others in the crowd 
who grabbed his weapon and beat him, 
authorities said. 

Many, including Catholics, took to Twitter 
after the attacks to show support but also 

repudiation of the LBGTQ community in 
general. 

In a blog post written for Patheos.com, 
writer Mary Pezzulo explained Nov. 21 
what happened when a friend took to 
Twitter: 

"I have a friend who is transgender: a gentle, 
empathetic, compassionate person, a 
Catholic who goes to Mass every Sunday, 
and a person who suffers from depression 
and suicidal thoughts. All he said on social 
media, in response to the shooting, was 
'being LGBT hurts.' And a total stranger 
quote tweeted him with 'Being gravely 
disordered shouldn't be a piece of cake.'" 

The comment by the stranger she mentioned 
was made by Deacon Rob Federle of the 
Oakland Diocese. Many criticized him, 
others supported him.   

The Oakland Diocese tweeted a response of 
its own Nov. 21, saying the head of the 
diocese, Bishop Michael Barber, was asking 
all for prayers and support for the LGBTQ 
community and those who rushed in to help 
after the attack, emphasizing the deacon had 
made the comment "on his personal Twitter 
account." 

The diocese noted that the original post by 
Federle "is not representative of the 
Church's teachings," adding a screenshot of 
his Twitter account that said: "I apologize 
for the post I made Sunday following the 
tragedy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. It 
lacked the Christian charity and is not 
befitting of an ordained clergy, or of anyone 
who professes to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ." 

That account no longer seems to exist on 
Twitter. 



The diocese went on to quote the bishop as 
saying that no one should suffer from 
violence. 

"As Christians, we are called to witness to 
the dignity of all human life. In this moment 
of tragedy, we mourn with those who 
mourn, and weep with those who weep," 
Barber said. 
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