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Parish Newsletter 
For 
13 November 2022 
 

 
THE 33RD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
With our contemporary technology, we are 
almost instantly aware of global crises – 
social, ecological, political, and even in 
outer space, that would have been beyond 
the imagination of the Lukan communities.  
Related to this can be an awareness that 
nothing in this world lasts forever:  not the 
second temple refurbished by Herod, not the 
twin towers of the World Trade Center, not 
a booming economy, not human lives.  On 
the other hand, our awareness and 
mindfulness can be anesthetized by the 
bombardment of technology and the mass 
media. 
 
At times, we seem to be citizens of a rather 
random, chaotic, and disordered world, 
desperately in need of encouragement and 
hope.  It is such a hope that is central to this 
Sunday’s gospel and the discussion 
precipitated by Jesus’ words about the 
destruction of the temple.  It would appear 
that from the perspective of Luke’s gospel, 
this event lies in the future, but when Luke 
actually wrote his gospel this cataclysmic 
event had happened about fifteen years 

earlier in 70 CE.  Many of those to whom 
Luke is writing the good news may have 
witnessed the event, and so the purpose of 
this narrative becomes not prediction but 
hope – hope for those who profess the 
gospel in the face of its opponents.  But no 
matter what the disasters, Jesus promises 
that spiritual resources to remain faithful 
will always be available. 
 
Jesus warns His followers of every age 
against opportunists who will claim 
leadership in His name but, in fact, are only 
concerned with exploiting people when they 
are most frightened and vulnerable.  Jesus 
tells those around Him to watch out for – but 
not be deceived by or panicked because of – 
prophets of doom.  There will be 
persecutions and suffering, betrayals even 
by family and friends, but these are 
opportunities to bear witness to one’s faith 
with the eloquent wisdom that is the gift of 
the Spirit of Jesus, and so there is no need to 
worry about what to say.  The Lord will 
never allow His faithful witness to perish. 
Jesus is not forecasting the end of the world; 
He is urging His followers to be confident in 
and obedient to God in the face of the tough 
demands of their present and future 
discipleship that is for the world.  In the 
Acts of the Apostles, Luke describes how 
the early church suffered the various trials 
Jesus speaks about in this gospel:  
imprisonment, persecution at the hands of 
others, hatred of those who held political 
power.  But this was countered by the bold 
wisdom of Stephen, the empowerment of the 
apostles to work miracles on hearts and 
bodies, their steadfastness in prison or under 
flogging, and, ultimately, martyrdom.  This 
is what Jesus Himself suffered, and with 
Jesus we can let go of our precious, 
protected selves, confident that, no matter 
what the disaster, if we die into His love, we 
will also rise with Him. 
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In Chaim Potok’s novel, The Chosen, the 
gentle and progressive Orthodox scholar 
David Malter speaks to his son Reuven 
about the pain that is in human life and its 
short span when measured against eternity.  
It is, he says, like the blink of an eye.  A 
blink of an eye is nothing but, he continues, 
the person who blinks – no matter if that 
person’s life is long or short – is of infinite 
value.  It is not the quantity but the quality 
of a person’s life that is important.  And 
quality consists in filling the life we are 
given with meaning.  This is always hard 
work – a continuous, active endeavor before 
and with God, not just passive expectation 
that meaning will be given automatically. 
 

 
For Further Reflection, Meditation, and 
Sharing 
If you were traveling with Jesus, how do 
you think you would have reacted to His 
words in today’s gospel? 
 
What is something you worked for in the 
midst of enduring pain?  Is there a current 
goal you’re working toward that requires 
discipline? 
 
What does the psalm’s imagery “let the 
rivers clap their hands, the mountains shout 
with them for joy” make you think?  Can 
you imagine a river clapping its hands or 
mountains shouting for joy? 
 
Have you ever, as Paul describes, been 
someone who “conducts themselves in a 
disorderly way, not keeping busy but 

minding the business of others?”  How do 
you push through this attitude, when it 
inevitably comes, throughout your life? 
 

 
Memorial Altar Flowers 
The Floral Arrangement at the foot of the 
Cross today is placed to the Glory of God 
and In Loving Memory of Ana Post by her 
family:  Jim, Leslie and Diane Post. 
 

 
We invite you once again to participate in 
our Annual Thanksgiving Basket outreach.  
A list of ingredients to fill the basket is 
included with today’s Parish Newsletter.  I 
have been in Lucky for the last couple of 
weeks and our Manager, Dennis, has created 
a wonderful display of practically 
everything on the ingredient list near the 
Produce Section of the store – you just go 
around the display and pick out the items 
indicated.  In year’s past, some have used 
cardboard boxes that they decorate in a 
Thanksgiving theme or use a wicker laundry 
basket.  Baskets may be brought to the 
church for the liturgies the weekend of 
November 19th and 20th.  Then, on Monday, 
November 21st, they will be distributed to 
families in need beginning at 9:00 a.m. that 
morning.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
teach children the value of giving to others, 
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especially those in need at the holidays.  Let 
the children select the items, place them in 
your basket, and help fill and decorate the 
basket before bringing it to church.  Many, 
many thanks for your generosity and 
thoughtfulness in participating in this annual 
outreach of our parish. 
 

 
One of the most beautiful and meaningful 
liturgies celebrated in our parish is the 
liturgy of Thanksgiving Day.  This year that 
liturgy falls on Thursday, November 24th.  A 
part of the tradition is bringing your 
breads/rolls and wine/beverages to the 
liturgy to be blessed before sharing them at 
your Thanksgiving Dinner.  Another 
significant aspect of this liturgy is that a 
parishioner gives the Thanksgiving 
Reflection.  Our prayers of intercession that 
day will be prayed in the languages of our 
parish with parishioners of our various 
cultures and language groups participating.  
And the offering will be designated for an 
organization that ministers to the needs of 
the poor.  I hope you will be able to join us 
on Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 a.m. for this 
wonderful worship opportunity before 
celebrating with family and friends. 
 

 
Funeral Liturgy This Week 
This coming Friday morning,  
November 18th, we will gather in our 
sanctuary for the Memorial Funeral Liturgy 

for Michael Billeci at 11:00 a.m.  Please 
keep his parents and family in your prayers 
as we thank God for his life, legacy, and 
love.  Pittsburg Funeral Chapel is serving 
the family. 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Jun Bajet, Angela 
Bueno, Carole Miller, Ada Nnaji, Mency 
Osborne, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.   
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To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
All Eucharistic Ministers are requested to 
please attend one of two important training 
sessions to be held this Wednesday, 
November 16th, at 9:00 a.m. or 7:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  I will be going over the 
Eucharistic Minister Protocol as well as 
sharing other issues and reminders with you. 
Thank you! 
 

 
From Werner Hoch 
Jesus began to teach the people a very 
important story.  He started by saying this: 
blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are they who 
mourn for they will be comforted.  Blessed 
are the meek for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness for they will be satisfied. 
 
He preached other parables to many large 
crowds that were hungering for His wisdom. 
Besides healing the sick and curing the ill, 
Jesus is in fact in everyone's heart that 
believes in Him.  Without the goodness of 
His guidance here on earth, we as people 
would not be surviving without His touch. 
 
Our mission here on earth is simple: love 
your neighbor as you would love yourself; 
be kind to others and treat everyone like a 
good friend.  With that attitude in your life, 
you will be a much better person. 
    
When you are called to help others in need, 
do not hesitate, but instead say to yourself: 
Jesus, what do you want me to do and where 
can I serve You, for He is within you to 
make you a better person. 
 
 Helping the Food Bank of Contra Costa-
Solano Counties distribute food is a 
wonderful way of expressing our desire to 
help others.  Just being right there gives me 
the feeling that this is where Jesus wants me 
to be.  The kind words of recipients in line 
alone tells me that I would not be anywhere 
else but right here serving the under-
privileged families waiting to receive most 
needed items to feed their families. 
 
Yes, it touches my heart when I hear people 
say that they would not survive without the 
Food Bank’s help here at St. Ignatius of 
Antioch. Frequently I am asked for Mass 
times here so that the families can attend 
Mass and give thanks to Jesus for bringing 
them to this place at this time of need in 
their life. 
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It seems that more and more families are 
struggling just to stay healthy and alive.  We 
distributed food and household items along 
with fresh fruit and vegetables to a record 
number of families last Friday.  It saddens 
me to know that the number was a 
staggering 264 families that came for the 
distribution but with the help of 18 
volunteers, we got the job done in about one 
hour’s time.  Some fruit items were not 
available towards the end of the distribution; 
however, it was a great success helping 
everyone in line.  Honestly, I would not be 
anywhere else but right here doing what 
Jesus wants me to do.  Thanks to all the 
wonderful volunteers that came out and 
helped; it was a wonderful hour of serving 
others in need.   
Gratefully, Werner💒💒. 
 

 
United States of America Air Force Band 
of the West Christmas Concert At El 
Campanil Theater 
One of the most thrilling bands to play at 
our own El Campanil Theater is the United 
States Air Force Band of the West which 
will present a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 4th, at 3:00 p.m.  You do not want 
to miss this great opportunity to hear one of 
the finest military bands in our country.  For 
more information and FREE RESERVED 
SEATS, contact the El Campanil Theater. 
 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
The Interfaith Peace Project continues 
its ongoing observance of the 
International Women’s Day, March 8, 
by sending out a reflection on the 
eighth of every month. Today, in 
Honor of Veteran's Day, we share 
with you art by Amanda St. Claire, a 
Navy Veteran, and poetry by Captain 
Cheryl Lockhart, Chief Nurse, 
USAFR. 
 
We invite you share in this effort by 
sending any articles or information 
concerning the voice of women that 
you would like to share to: 
 
 

Thomas P. Bonacci, C.P 
peace@thomaspbonacci.ne 

925-787-9279 

 

HONORING 
VETERAN'S DAY 
As we Continue to 

Celebrate 
International Women's 

Day 
 

mailto:peace@thomaspbonacci.ne
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"Celebration"  
by Amanda Saint Claire 

 Amanda Saint Claire is a NAVY 
JACG (Lawyer) 

Served 1999-2003. 
 

Artist Description: 
  
Celebration explores inclusion and 
friendship between women. Created in 
conjunction with Katie Flores, this 
large-scale abstract vibes with the 
energy of possibilities.  
 
Amanda St. Claire is one of the 
Veteran artists featured in the 501 (c)3 
Veteran Art Institute online 
gallery. The Veteranartinstitute.org 
serves the public and the Veterans by 
promoting veteran's art online, 
educating the public about the 
transformative healing power of art 
and offering veterans public and 
online venues to exhibit and share 
their stories through art.   

 

  

  

Why Do You Go? 
 

...So when you see me pack my bags 
And leave for lands so far away, 

It is not hardness of the heart 
Or mother's conscience gone astray 
It’s for love of country, freedom, 

Duty and honor too, 
But most of all I go 

To bring them back to you. 
 

Capt. Cheryl Lockhart 
Chief Nurse, USAFR 

NC 914th Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron 

 

 

 
YLI Antioch #101 is having their third 
annual Holiday Virtual Auction!  
The Virtual Auction begins on Friday, 
November 18, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. and ends on 
Friday, November 25th, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
when winners will be announced. See our 
Virtual Auction on our Facebook page YLI 
Antioch #101. Feel free to bid 24/7 on our 
beautiful gifts and baskets.  We need your 
generous donations of completed gift 
baskets, gift cards, quilts or whatever you 
can donate to make our Virtual Auction the 
best one yet. We will be happy to make 
baskets with your donations. All proceeds 
will benefit St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Church’s adopted parochial school  
St. Peter Martyr School in Pittsburg and 
Holy Rosary Elementary School in 
Antioch. For donations or questions, please 
contact our co-chairs Shelli Daviess @ 925- 
584-0843 or daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net, 
Kathy Augusta 925-628-9761 or 
giraffiegirl@comcast.net. Thank you. 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:giraffiegirl@comcast.ne
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Adult Confirmation Registration 
Now Open 
Registration for classes to be taken before 
the sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered by the bishop at the Cathedral 
on February 4, 2023 is now open.  
 
Classes will be from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Church Office on the following dates: 
January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 2023.  
 
Please contact the Adult Confirmation 
Coordinator, Peter Degl’Innocenti at 1-(925) 
756-6172 as soon as possible. A recent copy 
of your Baptism Certificate will be required 
by the Diocese.  
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Volunteer Shortage 
The St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room 
urgently needs help.  Our biggest need for 
volunteers is in our Pittsburg Central 
Kitchen on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Fridays, from 9:00 am to 11:30 am.  
Saturdays and Sundays at our Pittsburg 
Dining Room from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
 
We would like the person who chooses a 
day they wish to volunteer on, to stay on 
their chosen day for the entire month.  They 
can reach out to me directly at: 
martinez2@loavesfishescc.org 
 
Locations are: 
Pittsburg Central Kitchen - 510 Garcia Ave., 
Unit H, Pittsburg, 94565 

Pittsburg Dining Room - 2210 Gladstone 
Dr., Pittsburg, 94565 
 
Thank you so much! 
Cynthia Lindquist 
 

 
The Church of the Future:  A Busy 
Person’s Retreat 
Saturday, November 26 through 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at  
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP and Sr. Patricia Bruno, OP are 
returning to facilitate a wonderful retreat 
experience during this Advent Season. 
 
The Retreat Schedule is as follows:   
Saturday and Sunday, November 26 and 27, 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia will be preaching at 
all liturgies this weekend. 
 
Monday – Wednesday, November 28 – 30, 
two daily sessions are offered.  The morning 
session begins at the 8:00 a.m. liturgy.  
Light refreshments will be served.  The 
evening session begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz,  
Pastoral Associate 
Pope Francis said at Italy's National 
Eucharistic Congress, “Let us recognize that 
the Eucharist is the prophecy of a new 

mailto:martinez2@loavesfishescc.org
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world, it is the presence of Jesus who asks 
us to dedicate ourselves to an effective 
conversion which includes a conversion 
from indifference to compassion, from waste 
to sharing, from selfishness to love, from 
individualism to fraternity.”  It is at the core 
of everything.  It confounds me that parents 
want sacraments for their children (First 
Communion, Penance and Confirmation) 
but cannot bring them to Mass on Sunday.  
The Eucharist is our binding act with one 
another.  It is the place where we pray for 
the “bad guys,” the tyrants and the torturers, 
that with love, God will wrench them out of 
their hell and deliver us all. 
 
Teilhard de Chardin, the Jesuit theologian 
wrote about the “Mass on the World.”  
When he was in Asia working on 
archeology, he had no host and no chalice 
full of wine.  “I raise myself beyond these 
symbols to...make the whole earth my altar.”  
He sees the rising sun as his “host” and on 
his heart, his “paten.”  He places all the 
sufferings of the world as Christ did on the 
cross.  “My paten and my chalice are the 
depths of a soul laid widely open to all the 
forces which in a moment will rise up from 
every corner of the earth and converge upon 
the Spirit.  Grant me the remembrance and 
the mystic presence of all those whom the 
light is now awakening to the new day.” 
 
I find myself meditating on these words 
often.  They make the connection between 
ourselves and God's loving work upon the 
earth.  He goes on to talk about the fire of 
the sun being God's loving Spirit warming 
us up for the tasks of the day, bringing love 
and life to the frigid earth that Pope Francis 
recognizes.  Each day we ask God to change 
indifference, waste, selfishness, and 
individualism into signs of God's love for 
us. 
In the first reading today from Malachi, it 
says, “But for you who fear my name, there 

will arise the sun of justice with its healing 
rays.”  We know who that “Sun of Justice” 
is.  It is the risen Christ that is present with 
us in the Eucharist, the Christ that will come 
at the end times to gather the sheep and the 
goats, the Christ that will call us forward in 
death to join Him in His resurrected body.  
We have felt His “healing rays.”   
 
Last week's worship leaflet had a beautiful 
picture of the setting sun with the cross as 
the center point.  Whether it is our own 
death, or the death of a loved one, we hope 
to be absorbed into that beautiful Sun.  We 
trust that God is leading us in the work of 
the redemption of the world.  The Gospel 
says, “If you persevere, you will secure your 
lives.  Perseverance leads to justice for the 
world.  Being in His love is our only 
security. 
 
So “when you hear of wars and 
insurrections, do not be terrified.”  When 
you are persecuted for your beliefs, do not 
be overcome.  If you are hated, do not hate 
back, but return love and compassion as 
Jesus did on the cross.  The Gospel 
promises, “By your perseverance you will 
secure your lives.”  It takes a lot of trust to 
give family disagreements over to the Lord.  
Trusting in God leads to justice and security.  
In so many instances, what I say back is not 
going to sink in.  When we give our 
problems over to the “Sun of Justice,” His 
light will overcome arguments and 
backbiting.  In the Eucharist, we can feel His 
“healing rays.”  It is He Who will awaken us 
all to this new day in the life of the Church. 
 



                                             17th Annual  
                                         St. Nicholas Dinner  

 
                         “Angels on High”   
 

                                         
 
 
                               Saturday December 3, 2022 
                                              5:30 p.m. 
 
                             St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish Hall 
 
                                 $40.00 Per person 
                                                    Adults Only 
 
               Appetizers with Champagne                              RAFFLE! 
                          Winter Salad                                             50/50 RAFFLE! 
           Barbecue Tri Tip and Chicken Breast                             LIVE AUCTION FUN! 
                      Savory String Beans 
                           Rice a La Fara 
                         Bread and Butter  
                               Dessert                           *BRING YOUR BELLS TO RING  
                                                                             IN ST. NICHOLAS!! 
 
                SPONSORED BY SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE 















 

             The Church of the Future  
       Our Busy Person’s Advent Retreat is another  
                       step in our Synodal Journey 

   Save the dates!! Monday, November 28th through  

                     Wednesday, November 30th. 

Morning Liturgy Sessions are in the sanctuary at  
8:00 a.m., followed by reflection in the Parish Hall from 
8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
 

Evening Sessions in the sanctuary from 7:00 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m.                                                                                         

This is the perfect time to gather as a believing         
community, to bring ourselves to God to hear the 
encouraging words God wants to speak to each of 
us. 
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