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Parish Newsletter 
For 20 November 2022 
 

 
THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST 
THE KING 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Stumbling along, sometimes backtracking, 
we have tried to follow Jesus through 
another year of grace.  With the many 
people we have met along the way in Luke’s 
gospel, we have accepted or refused the 
hospitality of God that invites us each 
Sunday to be fed at the tables of both Word 
and Sacrament so that we might go out to 
nourish with compassion our sisters and 
brothers, especially the most hungry and 
thirsty whose lives are in ruins.  And so, we 
come to the Sunday that closes Year C and 
are confronted with the stark realism of the 
gospel choice for this Solemnity of Christ 
The King. 
 
The end of the Jerusalem journey is not 
Mount Zion, “the fortress, which is the City 
of David” and the site of Solomon’s temple 
and the second temple.  We finish outside 
the city walls, on an unremarkable outcrop 
shaped like a skull, a place of execution of 
criminals.  There Jesus is brutally enthroned 
and reigns as king from the cross that can 

never be separated from His resurrection.  
As was customary with crucifixion, a 
notation of the crime for which the person 
was condemned is placed at the top of the 
cross, so above Jesus could be read:  “This is 
the King of the Jews”  For some this will 
prompt abusive derision; for others it will be 
a proclamation of faith.  And Simeon’s 
prophecy of division, of people’s falling or 
rising because of Jesus, will be played out 
around the temple of His body.  We listen 
and watch, knowing where we should be as 
His disciples, but also knowing at times the 
temptation to join the jeering, the mocking, 
the raging or to be among the absent ones. 
 
To the end, Jesus endures the wilderness 
temptations, not on the pinnacle of the 
temple but from the height of the cross:  
“Are you not the Christ?  Save yourself and 
us.”  The leaders glory in their shabby 
triumphalism; the soldiers hang around 
Jesus in a kind of bored representation of 
officialdom and offer sour wine to this One 
Who drinks our sinfulness to the dregs; one 
of the criminals who was crucified with 
Jesus derides Him as no good to himself or 
anyone else. 
 
Around Jesus, too, are people who will rise 
because of Him; those who stand by not just 
watching but “contemplating” their crucified  
king and the other criminal who recognizes 
in Jesus an authority so different from that 
which has condemned them both. Luke 
gives to this man the voice of a traditional 
Jewish hope for the end time that was 
envisaged as a return to the primeval 
innocence and peace of the garden 
(“Paradise” in the Greek translations of the 
Hebrew Scriptures).  Throughout His life, 
Jesus associated with and befriended 
outcasts; again and again He sought out and 
forgave the lost and the sinner, and He will 
do this even as He is dying.  One of the 
crucified criminals rebukes the other for his 
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cynical messianic taunting of Jesus and 
dares to ask Jesus for a late invitation into 
the kingdom.  This criminal addresses Him 
not with the title of the inscription hanging 
above Him, but simply and familiarly as 
“Jesus.”  And then, a faint, future hope 
became a “today” event of salvation for the 
one whom we have come to call “the good 
thief,” the man for whom the compassion of 
Jesus throws open the door of the kingdom 
and allows him to steal Paradise. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Do you feel you have more tendency to 
model the criminal questioning the power of 
Jesus or the one asking to be remembered?  
Why? 
 
Do you go “rejoicing” to church, or is it 
more of a “task?”  How can you better orient 
your heart so that your work is more of a joy 
and less of an obligation? 
 
Which image from Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians stands out to you?  Why? 
 
Bring to mind the biggest struggle in your 
life right now.  How does it look when 
placed in the context of Jesus as Christ the 
King, knowing Jesus holds power over all 
things? 

 
About Liturgy:  Cyclical Nature of Liturgy 
Our liturgical year, as it has come to us in 
the 2,000 years since Jesus’ time physically 
with us, is cyclical, as we are likely already 
aware.  This should not be surprising.  Our 
very lives, owing to the rotations and 
revolutions of the Earth, hurtling through 
space, return us to each season – spring, 
summer, fall, and winter – in due course.  
Just as the sun “rises and falls” as the Earth, 
tilted on its axis, gives portions of our planet 
more or less sun certain times of year, so too 
our human activities change; and by close 
observation of the sun, moon, and stars, 
humankind has for many centuries marked 
the cyclical passing of time. 
 
Our Sunday liturgy is also cyclical.  The 
church has given us a Lectionary that, by 
three cycles on Sunday and two on 
weekdays, opens the treasures of Scripture 
to us in a fuller way since the reforms of 
Vatican II.  The end of each Lectionary 
cycle, with its emphasis on end times and 
the Second Coming, leads us almost 
imperceptibly into the Season of Advent and 
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our preparations for Christmas as a 
celebration both Incarnation and Parousia.  
It is noteworthy that the last responsorial 
psalm of Cycle C, today’s Psalm 122, “Let 
us go rejoicing to the House of the Lord,” is 
the same as the psalm for the First Sunday 
of Advent in Cycle A. 
 
The cyclical nature of Liturgy puts the same 
Scripture and prayers before us, time after 
time.  The more valuable image for the 
passing of time, for our purposes here, is a 
spiral.  Imagine a childhood Slinky, 
stretched out a bit to allow some space 
between the coils.  If you look through the 
coils from one end, as if a telescope, tracing 
one loop a full 360 degree does in fact bring 
you back to the same point where you 
began.  Looking at the coils from the side, 
though, reveals that tracing the loop has 
actually brought you to a different 
geographical spot. 
 
While the liturgical cycle brings us, in one 
manner of consideration, back to where we 
were, we are also three years along in our 
lives, and almost certainly very different 
individuals, very different people than we 
were three years ago.  As you read this, 
three years ago would have been just a few 
short months before a pandemic disrupted 
nearly every aspect of life as we knew it.  
What is it about life that is different now 
than it was then?  Which words and texts 
from three years ago might be valuable 
today?  Which ones ought to change?  
Which ones, without changing, will be heard 
and valued differently? 
 
 

 
The Floral Arrangement at the Foot of the 
Cross is placed to the Glory of God and In 
Honor of The 61st Anniversary of Marriage 
of Nick and Emma Teixeira.   
The Floral Arrangement at the Ambo is 
placed in Loving Memory of Samuel and 
Agnes Rien, the parents of Father Robert 
and his brothers John and Doug. 
 

 
Thank you to all who are participating in our 
Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket 
Outreach, not only our parishioners, but also 
the children and families from our adopted 
parochial school of St. Peter Martyr, 
Pittsburg.  Tomorrow, Monday, November 
21st, they will be distributed to families in 
need beginning at 9:00 a.m.  This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to teach children the 
value of giving to others, especially those in 
need at the holidays.  Many, many thanks 
for your generosity and thoughtfulness in 
participating in this annual outreach of our 
parish. 
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One of the most beautiful and meaningful 
liturgies celebrated in our parish is the 
liturgy of Thanksgiving Day, this Thursday, 
November 24th.  A part of the tradition is 
bringing your breads/rolls and wine/ 
beverages to the liturgy to be blessed before 
sharing them at your Thanksgiving Dinner.   
 
Another significant aspect of this liturgy is 
that a parishioner gives the Thanksgiving 
Reflection.  Our prayers of intercession that 
day will be prayed in the languages of our 
parish with parishioners of our various 
cultures and language groups participating.  
And the offering will be designated for an 
organization that ministers to the needs of 
the poor.  I hope you will be able to join us 
this Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 a.m. for this 
wonderful worship opportunity before 
celebrating with family and friends. 

 
The Art & Environment Committee 
Prepares For Advent and the New 
Liturgical Year 
One of the most enjoyable experiences in 
our parish is working with our Art & 
Environment Committee to create beautiful 

and appropriate environments for a given 
season or celebration.  That is never more 
true when we make the transition from 
Fall/Autumn to the four weeks before 
Christmas and the Season of Advent.   
We invite you to join us on Friday, 
November 25th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. to 
remove our Fall environment and install the 
environment that has been planned for the 
Season of Advent.  It marks the beginning of 
a new Liturgical Year and Cycle A of the 
Lectionary and the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
Many hands are needed to remove and take 
down all the colors of autumn, the fall 
arrangements and panels of cloth, the 
removal of all the pumpkins and garland. 
 
In its place, the simple, beautiful, and 
aromatic environment of Advent will be 
installed with the central symbol of the 
Advent Wreath and its four candles, three of 
which are Royal Purple, and one Antique 
Rose.  They symbolize the thousands of 
years that we waited for the Messiah to 
come; the circular Advent wreath reminds us 
of the unending love and goodness of God 
for all time, past, present, and to come, and 
the fresh evergreen arrangements and 
wreathes remind us of God’s life at all times 
and in all seasons, without beginning nor 
ending. Each week, a candle is lighted until 
all four candles of the wreath are enkindled, 
reminded us of the coming of Him Who is 
forever the Light of the World. 
 
Creating the environments throughout the 
Liturgical Year is a very important aspect of 
our liturgical spirituality and you will 
experience each season in a new way 
because you helped create the 
transformation of our sanctuary to reflect the 
season.  The environments created have 
become a hallmark of our parish and our 
worship. 
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The members of the Committee provide 
coffee and breakfast pastries as well.  I hope 
you will join us for this wonderful 
experience of creating “Advent.” 
 

 
At each liturgy last weekend, Karen 
Hastings-Flegel, our Director of Music 
Ministry and Organist, spoke to share with 
us some information about our Music 
Ministry and especially the Choir.  All 
members of the parish are invited to join the 
Choir and share the God-given gift of your 
voice to enrich our worship.  We are 
especially in need of MEN in order to have 
tenors and basses singing in their proper 
parts.  No auditions are necessary!   
 
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from  
7 to 9:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The choir 
has begun to prepare the music for the 
Christmas Season and now is the time to 
join to learn and prepare the wonderful and 
beautiful music of this season.   
 
Karen is also looking for parishioners who 
play various instruments to join our Music 
Ministry as well.  Please speak to her or give 
her a call to offer your gift in service to the 
parish.   
 
Singers who would be interested in being 
trained as Cantors are also in need.  Again, 
please call the office to speak to Karen or go 
up to her at the organ console to visit with 
her as well. 
 
The Choir plays a major role in supporting 
our sung prayer at each liturgy as we sing 
the hymns, psalms, acclamations and as they 

enrich our singing with harmony as well as 
singing anthems to enrich our worship. 
I hope you will offer yourself in service 
through Music Ministry. 
 

 
Next weekend, The First Sunday of Advent, 
The Giving Tree will once again be in the 
narthex inviting your participation in 
providing Gift Cards for the children of our 
adopted parochial school of St. Peter Martyr.  
Gift Cards in any amount are to be returned 
to the Tree no later than The Third Sunday 
of Advent in order to get them to the 
families of the students in time for 
Christmas.  Thank you for what you will do 
to make this Christmas just a little bit 
brighter for our students. 
 

 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
Fund either In Honor of or In Loving 
Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them created the beautiful 
and appropriate environment for Christmas 
and its season.  The wreathes, garlands, 
panels of cloth beside the Icons, the candles, 
floral arrangements, Christmas Lights, and 
poinsettias would not be possible without 
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your generosity.  Please use the Christmas 
Flower Envelopes provided on the credenza 
and which will also be included with this 
year’s Christmas Letter.  All contributions 
will be acknowledged in the Parish 
Newsletters of the Christmas Season.  Thank 
you for what you will do to help our 
sanctuary reflect the beauty of Christmas 
and its Season this year. 
 

 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
On the weekend of December 10th and 11th, 
our parish will be observing the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe with her Icon placed 
prominently above and behind the Ambo 
along with fresh roses added into the 
Evergreen Arrangements, as well as during 
the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist we will sing “The 
Mañanitas” at the beginning of the liturgy 
with the children of the parish processing to 
bring flowers to “La Virgen.”  Following the 
liturgies that morning (December 11th), 
Mexican pastries and “chocolate” will be 
served in the parish hall for everyone 
present.  I hope you will plan to be with us 
for this wonderful cultural celebration. 
 
 
  

 
Our Filipino Community invites the parish 
community to join them for this year’s 
observance of Simbang Gabi, nine days of 
prayer, worship, and fellowship as we 
prepare for the Christmas Feast.  Once again 
this year, the Eucharistic Liturgies of 
Simbang Gabi will be celebrated in the 
evening, beginning on December 15th 
through the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. each night in 
our sanctuary.  A lite boxed supper will be 
provided for each person at the conclusion 
of each evening’s celebration.  Father 
Richard and I are honored to be the presiders 
and homilists for these liturgies.  I hope you 
will be able to join us for some, if not all of 
the Liturgies. 
 

 
Our Parish Advent Penance Service will be 
held on Wednesday, December 14th at  
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The liturgy will 
consist of music, singing, scripture, 
reflection, brief homily, Examination of 
Conscience, and an opportunity for 
individual reconciliation.  There will also be 
Communal Penance Services celebrated at 
each parish in the Deanery.  Please see the 
complete schedule at another place in the 
newsletter. 
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Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m.  Eucharist with the Children of 
the Parish telling the Story of Christmas; 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
9:00 p.m.  The Eucharist of Christmas 
Night; Procession, Organ, Carols, 
Candlelight, Choir 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Steve Rojek, Jun Bajet, 

Ada Nnaji, Carole Miller, Jean Rogers, 
Angela Bueno, Mency Osborne.  
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.   
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
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YLI Antioch #101 is having their third 
annual Holiday Virtual Auction! Our 
Virtual Auction has begun today, Friday, 
November 18, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. and will 
end on Friday, November 25th, 2022 at  
6:00 p.m. when winners will be announced. 
See our Virtual Auction on our Facebook 
page Antioch YLI #101. We have 25 
baskets available. Feel free to bid 24/7. All 
proceeds will benefit St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Church’s adopted parochial 
school St. Peter Martyr School in 
Pittsburg and Holy Rosary Elementary 
School in Antioch. For questions please 
contact our co-chairs Shelli Daviess @ 925- 
584-0843 or daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net, 
Kathy Augusta 925 628-9761 or 
giraffiegirl@comcast.net. Thank you. 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Registration 
Now Open 
Registration for classes to be taken before 
the sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered by the bishop at the Cathedral 
on February 4, 2023 is now open.  
 
Classes will be from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Church Office on the following dates: 
January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 2023.  
 
Please contact the Adult Confirmation 
Coordinator, Peter Degl’Innocenti at 1-(925) 
756-6172 as soon as possible. A recent copy 

of your Baptism Certificate will be required 
by the Diocese.  
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Volunteer Shortage 
The St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room 
urgently needs help.  Our biggest need for 
volunteers is in our Pittsburg Central 
Kitchen on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Fridays, from 9:00 am to 11:30 am.  
Saturdays and Sundays at our Pittsburg 
Dining Room from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
 
We would like the person who chooses a 
day they wish to volunteer on, to stay on 
their chosen day for the entire month.  They 
can reach out to me directly at: 
martinez2@loavesfishescc.org 
 
Locations are: 
Pittsburg Central Kitchen - 510 Garcia Ave., 
Unit H, Pittsburg, 94565 
Pittsburg Dining Room - 2210 Gladstone 
Dr., Pittsburg, 94565 
 
Thank you so much! 
Cynthia Lindquist 
 

 
The Church of the Future:  A Busy 
Person’s Retreat 
Saturday, November 26 through 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at  
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP and Sr. Patricia Bruno, OP are 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:giraffiegirl@comcast.ne
mailto:martinez2@loavesfishescc.org
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returning to facilitate a wonderful retreat 
experience during this Advent Season. 
 
The Retreat Schedule is as follows:   
Saturday and Sunday, November 26 and 27, 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia will be preaching at 
all liturgies this weekend. 
 
Monday – Wednesday, November 28 – 30, 
two daily sessions are offered.  The morning 
session begins at the 8:00 a.m. liturgy.  
Light refreshments will be served.  The 
evening session begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
United States of America Air Force Band 
of the West Christmas Concert At 
El Campanil Theater 
One of the most thrilling bands to play at 
our own El Campanil Theater is the United 
States Air Force Band of the West which 
will present a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 4th, at 3:00 p.m.  You do not want 
to miss this great opportunity to hear one of 
the finest military bands in our country.  For 
more information and FREE RESERVED 
SEATS, contact the El Campanil Theater. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Peter Martyr School has been a partner with our parish for 

the Annual Thanksgiving Outreach Project for many years.  
 

This year the 191 students and their families donated 90 

baskets! 

The baskets were delivered to the church this past Friday by a 

volunteer crew from St. Peter Martyr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These baskets, combined with the baskets donated by our 

parish, will be distributed on Monday, November 21. Our 

partner, St. Vincent de Paul, will provide the turkeys. 



                                             17th Annual  
                                         St. Nicholas Dinner  

 
                         “Angels on High”   
 

                                         
 
 
                               Saturday December 3, 2022 
                                              5:30 p.m. 
 
                             St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish Hall 
 
                                 $40.00 Per person 
                                                    Adults Only 
 
               Appetizers with Champagne                              RAFFLE! 
                          Winter Salad                                             50/50 RAFFLE! 
           Barbecue Tri Tip and Chicken Breast                             LIVE AUCTION FUN! 
                      Savory String Beans 
                           Rice a La Fara 
                         Bread and Butter  
                               Dessert                           *BRING YOUR BELLS TO RING  
                                                                             IN ST. NICHOLAS!! 
 
                SPONSORED BY SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE 







 

             The Church of the Future  
       Our Busy Person’s Advent Retreat is another  
                       step in our Synodal Journey 

   Save the dates!! Monday, November 28th through  

                     Wednesday, November 30th. 

Morning Liturgy Sessions are in the sanctuary at  
8:00 a.m., followed by reflection in the Parish Hall from 
8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
 

Evening Sessions in the sanctuary from 7:00 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m.                                                                                         

This is the perfect time to gather as a believing         
community, to bring ourselves to God to hear the 
encouraging words God wants to speak to each of 
us. 
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