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From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Welcome to a new Liturgical Year, The First 
Sunday of Advent, and Cycle A of our 
scripture readings and the Gospel of 
Matthew. 
 
At the beginning of the liturgical year, the 
church tries to make us more attentive to, 
hopeful about, and prepared for the moment 
of the great advent of God, the second 
coming of Christ, when human and cosmic 
history will have run its course and the 
timeless, eternal kingdom is fully 
established.  God will come to us, but we 
also must make our pilgrimage to God. 
 
In the gospel selection for today, Jesus 
warns His disciples that they are not to be 
like the people of Noah’s generation, who 
were so immersed in the ordinary and 
everyday, that they were unaware of the 
flood of evil that was gradually encroaching 
on their lives.  But this does not mean that 
we go into a pious retreat from life’s 
everyday demands.  As the gospel tells us by 

its own imagery, the fields still have to be 
plowed, the flour still ground at the mill, but 
work or leisure or human relationships 
cannot be so all consuming that we are not 
alert and committed to the coming of God 
into our lives. 
 
One of the problems of the early church was 
that because of the expectation that Jesus’ 
second coming (or Parousia, “appearance”) 
at the end of human history was just around 
the corner, Christians might as well do 
nothing except wait for it – or try to 
calculate its arrival.  This temptation 
continues to surface in our own time despite 
repeated and excused failures.  Such 
passivity is the opposite of the active, 
discerning vigilance that makes us alert and 
committed to the daily possibilities of 
establishing the rule of God in our own life 
and in the world around us.  Pope John 
XXIII once remarked that if we knew the 
world was about to end, he would tell the 
citizens of Vatican City to look busy! – busy 
with God’s work for the kingdom. 
 
In the two mini-parables that Jesus tells 
today, the men working in the field or the 
women at the mill are outwardly no 
different, but one is ready for the kingdom, 
the other is not.  For Matthew, readiness 
consists in nothing “rapturous,” but in doing 
the work of God in the spirit of the 
Beatitudes and the parable of the Last 
Judgment.  In another daring image, Jesus 
compares His coming as Son of Man to a 
burglary.  Any prudent house-holder who 
expects to be burgled is on the alert to 
thwart the robbery.  We are to be alert for 
the day when Jesus will break into our lives 
– not to thwart Him, but to allow ourselves 
to be “stolen” for heaven. 
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Jesus will come definitively to each one of 
us at our own individual end time, which 
will be our death.  For the whole of creation, 
it will be the eschaton, the “end time” not so 
much of the world but for the world.  
Individually and cosmically, this will be a 
new birth, as unimaginable and yet so much 
more hugely real than the world that awaited 
us when we were born from our mother’s 
womb. 

 
For Further Reflection, Meditation, and 
Sharing 
Both the first and second reading contain 
light imagery.  Where in your life do you 
need God’s illuminating light? 
 
The psalm calls us to joy in liturgy and in 
God’s presence.  Is anything keeping you 
from this joy? 
 
How do you feel reading the gospel’s 
description of Jesus’ coming?  How could 
you invite God into any anxiety you may be 
feeling? 
 

 
Living Liturgy:  A Community of 
Belonging 
The hymns and prayers we plant in our heart 
and sow in our mind should inspire us 
toward imagining a welcome space, a space 

made holy by God and those we serve.  
Throughout this Liturgical Year, when we 
desire shared space and community, the 
Spirit leads us to discern what it means for 
music and liturgy to deepen our belonging, 
enliven our believing and inspire our 
becoming.  During this Advent Season, we 
ask the question:  What does it mean to be a 
community of belonging? 
 
During this time of Advent preparation, we 
try to quiet ourselves amid the busyness of 
peak retail season to look into our heart and 
reflect on this liturgical season in unison 
with our worship community.  Recognizing 
that the Son of Man will come at an hour 
that we do not expect, we prepare holy space 
and take seriously the words of Isaiah as “all 
nations stream toward the mountain of the 
Lord’s house.”  Isaiah calls for unity, 
beating swords into plowshares, turning 
spears into pruning hooks.  How will we 
bring people together during this season of 
Advent waiting?  In our waiting and 
preparing, will we listen for what is missing 
within our prayer and our music? 
 
Palestinian-American poet Naomi Shihab 
Nye paints a picture of a community of 
belonging in her poem “Gate A-4.”  She 
reflects on shared space where simple acts 
of kindness bring strangers into a blessed 
world of belonging to each other. At Gate 
A-4 she encounters unity within the sharing 
of sugar cookies and amid diverse people 
and cultures.  In some way we are reminded 
of the sacramental nature of our faith 
tradition – prayer and ritual in unity with 
this world as we glimpse a world that is to 
come.  What kind of journey will we go on 
with our musicians and worship 
communities this new liturgical year? 
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Thank you once again to all those who so 
generously contributed to making this year’s 
Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Outreach 
such a great success.  Our adopted parochial 
school of St. Peter Martyr, Pittsburg, 
contributed an amazing 90 Baskets!  Special 
thank you to Mr. Lozano who coordinated 
the school with our St. Vincent de Paul 
Society for the delivery last Friday before 
Thanksgiving.  The total number of baskets 
contributed this year was:  the Knights and 
St. Vincent de Paul distributed 150 
turkeys, 197 baskets (90 from St. Peter 
Martyr School), and 300 coats (all from 
our parish).  Besides, the Knights of 
Columbus, there was an assortment of 
parishioners from whom I did not get 
names.  It was a great effort for nearly 4 
hours.  (from Steve Rojek) 
 
Again, thank you for your generosity and for 
decorating the boxes so beautifully – what a 
blessing for you and all those who received 
them! 
 

 
Our Advent Environment 
A special word of thanks and gratitude to the 
members of our Art & Environment 
Committee along with fellow parishioners 
who, last Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, 
came in to remove the environment for 
Fall/Autumn and install the environment for 
the four weeks of Advent.  The Great 
Wreath is suspended once again over the 
Altar with its three Royal Purple Candles 
and one Antique Rose Candle; there are 
large arrangements of fresh evergreens at 
both the Altar and the Ambo; Royal Purple 
panels of cloth adorn all the Icons along 
with Royal Purple vestments; and fresh 
evergreen wreaths along with Purple 
Organza between the Stations of the Cross. 
 

 
Today, The First Sunday of Advent, The 
Giving Tree is once again in the narthex 
inviting your participation in providing Gift 
Cards for the children of our adopted 
parochial school of St. Peter Martyr.  Gift 
Cards in any amount are to be returned to 
the Tree no later than The Third Sunday of 
Advent in order to get them to the families 
of the students in time for Christmas.  Thank 
you for what you will do to make this 
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Christmas just a little bit brighter for our 
students. 
 

 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
Fund either In Honor Of or In Loving 
Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them created the beautiful 
and appropriate environment for Christmas 
and its season.  The wreathes, garlands, 
panels of cloth beside the Icons, the candles, 
floral arrangements, Christmas Lights, and 
poinsettias would not be possible without 
your generosity.  Please use the Christmas 
Flower Envelopes provided on the credenza 
and which will also be included with this 
year’s Christmas Letter.  All contributions 
will be acknowledged in the Parish 
Newsletters of the Christmas Season.  Thank 
you for what you will do to help our 
sanctuary reflect the beauty of Christmas 
and its Season this year. 
 
 

 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
On the weekend of December 10th and 11th, 
our parish will be observing the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe with her Icon placed 
prominently above and behind the Ambo 
along with fresh roses added into the 
Evergreen Arrangements, as well as during 
the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist we will sing “The 
Mañanitas” at the beginning of the liturgy 
with the children of the parish processing to 
bring flowers to “La Virgen.”  Following the 
liturgies that morning (December 11th), 
Mexican pastries and “chocolate” will be 
served in the parish hall for everyone 
present.  I hope you will plan to be with us 
for this wonderful cultural celebration. 
 

 
Our Filipino Community invites the parish 
community to join them for this year’s 
observance of Simbang Gabi, nine days of 
prayer, worship, and fellowship as we 
prepare for the Christmas Feast.  Once again 
this year, the Eucharistic Liturgies of 
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Simbang Gabi will be celebrated in the 
evening, beginning on December 15th 
through the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. each night in 
our sanctuary.  A light boxed supper will be 
provided for each person at the conclusion 
of each evening’s celebration.  Father 
Richard and I are honored to be the presiders 
and homilists for these liturgies.  I hope you 
will be able to join us for some, if not all of 
the Liturgies. 
 

 

Our Parish Advent Penance Service will be 
held on Wednesday, December 14th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The liturgy will 
consist of music, singing, scripture, 
reflection, brief homily, Examination of 
Conscience, and an opportunity for 
individual reconciliation.  There will also be 
Communal Penance Services celebrated at 
each parish in the Deanery.  Please see the 
complete schedule at another place in the 
newsletter. 
 

 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m.  Eucharist with the Children of 
the Parish telling the Story of Christmas; 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
9:00 p.m.  The Eucharist of Christmas 
Night; Procession, Organ, Carols, 
Candlelight, Choir 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Ada Nnaji, Al Cosce, 
Jean Rogers, Mency Osborne, Angela 
Bueno, Steve Rojek, and Phil Hadsell. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
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To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.   
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Lori Curiel who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens. 
 

 
At each liturgy two weeks ago, Karen 
Hastings-Flegel, our Director of Music 
Ministry and Organist, spoke to share with 
us some information about our Music 
Ministry and especially the Choir.  All 
members of the parish are invited to join the 
Choir and share the God-given gift of your 
voice to enrich our worship.  We are 
especially in need of MEN in order to have 
tenors and basses singing in their proper 
parts.  No auditions are necessary!   
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The 
choir has begun to prepare the music for the 
Christmas Season and now is the time to 

join to learn and prepare the wonderful and 
beautiful music of this season.   
 
Karen is also looking for parishioners who 
play various instruments.  Please speak to 
her or give her a call to offer your gift in 
service to the parish.   
 
Singers who would be interested in being 
trained as Cantors are also in need.  Again, 
please call the office to speak to Karen or go 
up to her at the organ console to visit with 
her as well. 
 
The Choir plays a major role in supporting 
our sung prayer at each liturgy as we sing 
the hymns, psalms, acclamations and as they 
enrich our singing with harmony as well as 
singing anthems to enrich our worship. 
I hope you will offer yourself in service 
through Music Ministry. 
 

 
YLI Antioch #101 is having their third 
annual Holiday Virtual Auction! Our 
Virtual Auction has begun today, Friday, 
November 18, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. and will 
end on Friday, November 25th, 2022 at  
6:00 p.m. when winners will be announced. 
See our Virtual Auction on our Facebook 
page Antioch YLI #101. We have 25 
baskets available. Feel free to bid 24/7. All 
proceeds will benefit St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Church’s adopted parochial 
school St. Peter Martyr School in 
Pittsburg and Holy Rosary Elementary 
School in Antioch. For questions please 
contact our co-chairs Shelli Daviess @ 925- 
584-0843 or daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net, 
Kathy Augusta 925 628-9761 or 
giraffiegirl@comcast.net. Thank you. 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:giraffiegirl@comcast.ne
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Adult Confirmation Registration 
Now Open 
Registration for classes to be taken before 
the sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered by the bishop at the Cathedral 
on February 4, 2023 is now open.  
 
Classes will be from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Church Office on the following dates: 
January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 2023.  
 
Please contact the Adult Confirmation 
Coordinator, Peter Degl’Innocenti at 1-(925) 
756-6172 as soon as possible. A recent copy 
of your Baptism Certificate will be required 
by the Diocese.  
 

 
The Church of the Future:  A Busy 
Person’s Retreat 
Saturday, November 26 through 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at  
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, Fr. Jude 
Siciliano, OP and Sr. Patricia Bruno, OP are 
returning to facilitate a wonderful retreat 
experience during this Advent Season. 
 
The Retreat Schedule is as follows:   
Saturday and Sunday, November 26 and 27, 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia will be preaching at 
all liturgies this weekend. 
 
Monday – Wednesday, November 28 – 30, 
two daily sessions are offered.  The morning 

session begins at the 8:00 a.m. liturgy.  
Light refreshments will be served.  The 
evening session begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
United States of America Air Force Band 
of the West Christmas Concert At 
El Campanil Theater 
One of the most thrilling bands to play at 
our own El Campanil Theater is the United 
States Air Force Band of the West which 
will present a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 4th, at 3:00 p.m.  You do not want 
to miss this great opportunity to hear one of 
the finest military bands in our country.  For 
more information and FREE RESERVED 
SEATS, contact the El Campanil Theater. 
 

THE CENTERED HEART 
By Thomas P. Bonacci, C.P. 

Continuing to Observe 
The International Day of Peace 

 
In difficult and uncertain times, we can lose 
heart, become fearful, and feel 
overwhelmed. Unfortunately, our culture 
does not sustain these kinds of feelings 
well. We deny, run away, sedate, or ignore 
the causes producing these feelings and 
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heartaches. There is, after all, only so much 
a person can take. Just about everywhere we 
look in today’s World, we are overcome 
with a sense of concern, if not alarm. 
            
Perhaps the most important thing we can do 
in such situations is to be inspired by the 
heroic people who always rise up with great 
courage in times of trouble. They testify to 
the nobility of the human spirit, inviting us 
to make the World bigger than that which 
breaks our hearts. 
            
Several Faith Traditions teach us to “hold 
the center” as we cope with the trials and 
tribulations of life. These Traditions invite 
us to center in our hearts. This is not a 
means of escape from the perplexing issues 
of life but an invitation to be a source of 
peace and understanding. Several factors 
come to mind as we consider what it means 
to “hold the center.” 
           
First, we must strive to think before we 
speak. Active and compassionate listening to 
another person can sensitize us to be open to 
the viewpoint and experience of another. We 
might even identify with many elements 
they share. 
            
Second, our ability to commiserate with 
another person respects the humanity of 
others. We realize a person is not what they 
think but who they are. 
            
Third, we seek to respond in humane, 
compassionate, and calm ways. We do not 
deny our feelings or emotions but seek to 
express them in ways that inspire rather than 
inflame. 
            
Fourth, when outraged by any issues, we 
seek to know as much as possible so we 
might respond appropriately and 
courageously. Not all of us have the same 
abilities and strengths. We remember we are 

not alone in tackling the issues of the 
day. We seek out supportive and 
understanding friends and companions to 
cope with the day’s problems.     
            
Finally, we remember behind every issue, 
there are actual human persons. Therefore, 
we must humanize every situation. We 
would do well to practice a spirituality of 
humanizing every person we encounter. We 
must confront problems, not demean 
people.  
            
The centered heart is born of courage.  
           
Blessings to you, Holy Community, for your 
courage of heart. Gratitude to you for 
recognizing the human dignity of others, 
even those who upset and disturb you.  
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
The Advent scriptures are filled with 
yearning. “Let us climb the Lord's mountain, 
that He may instruct us in His ways and we 
may walk in His paths.”  We know from 
Jesus' life that that path leads to suffering.  It 
is He who teaches how to change suffering 
into joy.  Our life pathways may not be 
pleasant.  We lose loved ones.  We struggle 
with money.  We don't get the job we wanted 
or our children have trouble in school.  But 
when we walk with Him, we will learn 
peace and understanding.  Sometimes that 
seems far away, but that's where 
perseverance comes in.  We must walk the 
road to Calvary and trust.  The light of the 
Lord leads us through the darkness of these 
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times. Jesus was born in darkness in 
Bethlehem. 
 
There is no denying we are in dark times.  
The winter sun comes up later, we still have 
senseless shootings and road rage incidents.  
The war is still raging in Ukraine.  Covid, 
flu and RVS rear their ugly heads, taking 
lives and over-working our health care staff.  
It is still a struggle to make ends meet. 
 
I had no idea that I was going to fall and 
injure myself last Tuesday, breaking arm, 
hip and head.  It was a total surprise.  Yet 
since then I have learned the kindness and 
charity of so many people who have helped 
me.  I have had to learn perseverance and 
patience with so many things. 
 
The Sun of Justice comes to make all things 
according to His will.  We just have to say 
yes.  The Epistle says “The night is 
advanced and the day is at hand.  Let us 
throw off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light.”  We must keep this in 
mind as we are persevering through the 
darkness so we can “Put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  If we do this, we will find the light. 
 
The Gospel says “If we know the hour of 
night when the thief is coming, we would 
have stayed awake.”  But we do not know 
when we will get sick or when a loved one 
will be taken to Heaven.  “You must be 
prepared for at the hour you do not expect, 
the Son of Man will come.” 
 
So when the time of darkness is upon us, 
remember that the light of justice is close by, 
waiting for us to reach out our hand in hope 
and perseverance.  Trust is the name of the 
game.  We must yearn for the light, praying 
for hope and perseverance with all our 
strength. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Ignatius of Antioch Parishioners 

This past Monday, 150 families totaling 728 

individuals were helped as a result of your 

generosity. Our parishioners, our faith 

formation classes, and our adopted 

Catholic School, St. Peter Martyr, prepared 

nearly 200 Thanksgiving Baskets.  

 

The Confirmation Class Coat Drive, coordinated 

by Steve Rojek, collected and sorted close to 

300 coats which were given free of charge 

during the basket distribution. 

Thanks to an incredibly generous donation from 

Catherine Vidaurri, each and every family 

received a bountiful supply of fresh vegetables 

(brussel spouts, baby carrots, green beans, and 

celery) along with a pound of butter. 

And to top it all off, the St. Vincent de Paul 

Conference of Holy Rosary provided 150 turkeys. 

A big thank you to the many volunteers; 

• parishioners from St. Ignatius of Antioch,  

• Vincentians from St. Vincent de Paul,  and 

• Knights from our Knights of Columbus 

Council 12587  

who helped make the process go smoothly by 

directing families, moving and sorting baskets, 

packaging veggies, loading & unloading shopping carts and so 

much more. 

Thanksgiving Outreach 



  



Grandma’s Pies Distribution & Bonus Car Show 



                                             17th Annual  
                                         St. Nicholas Dinner  

 
                         “Angels on High”   
 

                                         
 
 
                               Saturday December 3, 2022 
                                              5:30 p.m. 
 
                             St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish Hall 
 
                                 $40.00 Per person 
                                                    Adults Only 
 
               Appetizers with Champagne                              RAFFLE! 
                          Winter Salad                                             50/50 RAFFLE! 
           Barbecue Tri Tip and Chicken Breast                             LIVE AUCTION FUN! 
                      Savory String Beans 
                           Rice a La Fara 
                         Bread and Butter  
                               Dessert                           *BRING YOUR BELLS TO RING  
                                                                             IN ST. NICHOLAS!! 
 
                SPONSORED BY SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE 







 
Diocese of Oakland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692


 

             The Church of the Future  
       Our Busy Person’s Advent Retreat is another  
                       step in our Synodal Journey 

   Save the dates!! Monday, November 28th through  

                     Wednesday, November 30th. 

Morning Liturgy Sessions are in the sanctuary at  
8:00 a.m., followed by reflection in the Parish Hall from 
8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
 

Evening Sessions in the sanctuary from 7:00 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m.                                                                                         

This is the perfect time to gather as a believing         
community, to bring ourselves to God to hear the 
encouraging words God wants to speak to each of 
us. 
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